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APRIL 25, 2025 - PROBATION VIOLATION HEARING 1 

THE COURT: Does  he   concede  a  willful 2 

violation of his probation?   3 

MR. NORVILLE: No, Your Honor.   4 

THE COURT: Alright.  Yes, ma’am?   5 

MS. BRAYBOY: Judge, before us we have Joshua 6 

Boston.  He was sentenced on January the 15th, 2025 in 7 

Florence County by Judge DeBerry under Indictment No. 8 

23-GS-21-02769 for domestic violence second degree.  9 

He was sentenced to eighteen months [Inaudible  -- 10 

muffled/muted], two years’ probation, credit for three 11 

days.   12 

His current violations are slightly lengthy.  On 13 

March 2nd, as evident by warrant and incident report 14 

by Florence County -- well, Florence Police Depart-15 

ment.   It stated that  at  the   [Inaudible –- 16 

muffled/muted] altercation, the defendant walked into 17 

a residence unannounced and put his hands around the 18 

victim’s neck and pushed her against the wall causing 19 

a four foot hole.   20 

And on March 22nd, the offender committed the 21 

crime of domestic violence as evidenced per warrant 22 

and incident report submitted by  Florence  Police 23 

Department.  It states that the victim told police 24 
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that upon getting out of a truck and walking up a 1 

driveway, the offender smacked her with an open hand 2 

in the face.  The victim stated she dropped all her 3 

bags and took off running to the neighbor’s house to 4 

call law enforcement.  The officer did notate that the 5 

side of the victim’s face appeared to be swollen.   6 

He failed to refrain from harassing and stalking 7 

behavior, evidenced by incident report submitted by 8 

Florence Police Department on April the 3rd, 2025, 9 

which states that Mr. Joshua Boston went into the 10 

victim’s residence and began banging on the door, 11 

demanding entry.  After being advised to leave, which 12 

was also witnessed by multiple witnesses. 13 

There are  multiple documents,  instanced  of  14 

unwanted contact with the victim  at the  incident 15 

location and we believe -- and affidavits also.   16 

He  failed to  refrain  from  possession  or 17 

consumption of alcohol or  drugs,  as evidenced in 18 

incident  report submitted  by  Florence  Police  19 

Department.  While officers were attempting to take 20 

the subject into custody,  he was ob -- observed 21 

dropping 1.5 grams of methamphetamine in tablet form. 22 

These  violations constitute  a  violation of DV 23 

conditions.   24 

THE COURT: Alright.  Yes, sir?   25 
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MR. NORVILLE: Thank you, Your Honor.  Mr. Boston 1 

is forty-one years old.  The problem that we have with 2 

the -- the violation allegations is that they’re based 3 

on pending charges alone.  Even the violation that was 4 

labeled  failure  to refrain from using controlled 5 

substances  seems  to come also directly from that 6 

incident report.   7 

The process that the allegations are being shared 8 

with the Court here, Your Honor, is that probation is 9 

telling you what these incident reports say; but that’s 10 

coming from them reading an incident report, and the 11 

incident  report came from a -- a different police 12 

officer writing down what someone told him.   13 

Now, Your Honor, of course we’re aware that these 14 

probation  violation hearings have, you know, less 15 

procedural protections than criminal proceedings do, 16 

but I don’t think that they’re so much less that we 17 

can violate someone solely based on double-hearsay.   18 

He's got a pretty significant bond on these new 19 

charges as well - it’s $100,000.00 surety bond, which 20 

he certainly cannot afford.  So, to the extent that 21 

this creates some kind of community safety problem or 22 

something like that, he’s not going to be able to get 23 

out until we deal with that anyway.   24 

For those reasons, Your Honor, we would ask that 25 
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you find no violation.   1 

THE COURT: Alright.  I’m going to find a 2 

willful  violation.  I’m going to revoke one year, 3 

terminate  --  convert anything that [Inaudible -- 4 

muffled/muted]. 5 

MS. BRAYBOY: Okay.  Thank you.   6 

MR. NORVILLE: Thank you, Your Honor.   7 

(End of Proceeding)8 
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 I, Tina M. Steinmetz, a court-approved transcriber, do 

hereby certify that the foregoing is a true, accurate and 

complete Transcript of Record of the proceedings had and evi-

dence introduced in the trial of the captioned case, relative 

to appeal, in Circuit Court 12 for Florence County, South 

Carolina, on the 25th day of April 2025. 

I do further certify that I am neither of kin, counsel, 

nor interest to any party hereto. 

    

 

June 22, 2025 

 

   ______________________________ 

       Tina M. Steinmetz, Transcriber 
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