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Initial Brief of Respondent.pdf

*** EXTERNAL EMAIL: This email originated from outside the organization. Please
exercise caution before clicking any links or opening attachments. ***

Good Afternoon
Please see attached the Respondent's Motion to File and Serve Respondent's Initial Brief Out
of Time, Initial Brief, Designation of Matters to be Included on Appeal, and Proof of Delivery
of the same attached and submitted for filing in the above action.

Thank you
Judy

Judith Leigh McCool
Paralegal to Charles T Brooks III
309 Broad Street
Post Office Box 3512
Sumter, South Carolina 29150
803-418-5708
803-934-9618 FAX

Sent from Mail for Windows

Please consider the environment before printing this email.
 
CONFIDENTIAL COMMUNICATION: The information contained in this message may
contain legally privileged and confidential information intended only for the use of the
individual or entity named above. If the reader of this message is not the intended recipient,
you are hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution, or duplication of this transmission
is strictly prohibited. If you have received this communication in error, please notify us by
telephone or email immediately and return the original message to us or destroy all printed and
electronic copies. Nothing in this transmission is intended to be an electronic signature nor to
constitute an agreement of any kind under applicable law unless otherwise expressly indicated.
Intentional interception or dissemination of electronic mail not belonging to you may violate
federal or state law.
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THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA 


In the Court of Appeals 


 


________________________________ 


          


APPEAL FROM SUMTER COUNTY 


Circuit Court 


The Honorable Michael Jordan, Master In Equity 


_________________________________ 


Case No:  2025-002220 


_________________________________  


 


Celestine Parker and Loretta Black………………………………..Appellants 


      -vs-    


John Doe, Jane Doe, Richard Roe, Mary Roe, Infants, Insane Persons and 


Incompetents, Being Fictitious Names, Designating as a Class Any Unknown 


Person or Persons, Whose Tur Names are Unknown, Who May be an Heir, 


Distributee, Devisee, Legatee, Wido, Widower, Issue, Personal Representative, 


Executor, Administrator, Successor, Creditor, Assign and/or alienee of Phillis 


Weathers; Valarie McCray, Harry Burns, Alma Jackson, Lynn Neely, Matthew 


Peterson, Carolyn Dupree, Gary Dupree, Greogry Dupree, Edith Davis, May 


Thelma McGee, Rodney Pitts, Denise Pitts, Sheryl  James, Marie Gilespie, 


Eugene Canty, Ethel Swain, Amanda Canty, Connie Canty, Alexander Canty, 


Clarence Canty, Jr., Daniel Canty, Luther Brogdon, Everette Brogdon, Naomi 


Brogdon, Obar Davis, Wilaba Brogdon, Michelle Thompson, Harold Brogdon, 


Jr., Janice Brogdon, Lillie Mae Cleaveland Payton, Brian Canty, Gloria Canty, 


Herbert Canty, Randolph Gaymon, Alvin L. Gaymon, Ernestine Gaymon, 


Aaliyaa Hasan, Taheedah Griffin, Eugene Dowling, Sheryl Dowling, Donna 


Dowling, Sherly Richards, Gail White, Debra White, Dana White, Damon White, 


Danielle White, Also Any and All Other Persons or Legal Entities, Known and 


Unknown, having or claiming and Right, Title, Estate, Interest in or Lien upon 


the Real Property Described in the Complaint………………..Respondents 


 


Of Whom Valarie McCray is the Respondent 


________________________________________  


 


PROOF OF SERVICE 


 


I, the undersigned, do hereby certify that on this April 23, 2026, I served the foregoing  Motion 


to File and Serve Respondent’s Initial Brief Out of Time, Initial Brief of Respondent, and 


Designation of Matters to be Included on Appeal, as well as Proof of Service in this matter by 


depositing a true copy of it in the United States Mail, postage prepaid, on April 23, 2026, addressed to 


the Appellants, Celestine Parker and Loretta Black, at 416 Meadowbury Drive, Columbia, South 


Carolina 29203. 


 


 


Dated: April 23, 2026     /s/Charles T. Brooks, III 


Charles T. Brooks, III 


Attorney for the Respondent 


309 Broad Street 


Sumter, South Carolina 29150 


(803) 418-5708 
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THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA 


In the Court of Appeals 


________________________________ 


          


APPEAL FROM SUMTER COUNTY 


Circuit Court 


The Honorable Michael Jordan, Master In Equity 


_________________________________ 


Case No:  2025-002220 


_________________________________  


 


Celestine Parker and Loretta Black………………………………..Appellants 


      -vs-    


John Doe, Jane Doe, Richard Roe, Mary Roe, Infants, Insane Persons and Incompetents, 


Being Fictitious Names, Designating as a Class Any Unknown Person or Persons, Whose 


Tur Names are Unknown, Who May be an Heir, Distributee, Devisee, Legatee, Wido, 


Widower, Issue, Personal Representative, Executor, Administrator, Successor, Creditor, 


Assign and/or alienee of Phillis Weathers; Valarie McCray, Harry Burns, Alma Jackson, 


Lynn Neely, Matthew Peterson, Carolyn Dupree, Gary Dupree, Greogry Dupree, Edith 


Davis, May Thelma McGee, Rodney Pitts, Denise Pitts, Sheryl  James, Marie Gilespie, 


Eugene Canty, Ethel Swain, Amanda Canty, Connie Canty, Alexander Canty, Clarence 


Canty, Jr., Daniel Canty, Luther Brogdon, Everette Brogdon, Naomi Brogdon, Obar 


Davis, Wilaba Brogdon, Michelle Thompson, Harold Brogdon, Jr., Janice Brogdon, Lillie 


Mae Cleaveland Payton, Brian Canty, Gloria Canty, Herbert Canty, Randolph Gaymon, 


Alvin L. Gaymon, Ernestine Gaymon, Aaliyaa Hasan, Taheedah Griffin, Eugene 


Dowling, Sheryl Dowling, Donna Dowling, Sherly Richards, Gail White, Debra White, 


Dana White, Damon White, Danielle White, Also Any and All Other Persons or Legal 


Entities, Known and Unknown, having or claiming and Right, Title, Estate, Interest in or 


Lien upon the Real Property Described in the Complaint………………..Respondents 


 


Of Whom Valarie McCray is the Respondent 


_________ 


 


DESIGNATION OF MATTER TO BE 


INCLUDED IN THE RECORD ON APPEAL 


________ 


The Respondent proposes the following be included in the Record on Appeal: 


1. Summons and Complaint of Plaintiff 


2. Answer and Counterclaim of Defendant 


3. Transcripts of Hearing of May 27, 2025 


4. Exhibits presented at Hearing of May 27, 2025 


5. Order of Master In Equity for Sumter County 


 


I certify that this designation contains no matter which is irrelevant to this appeal. 
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       /s/Charles T. Brooks, III 


       Charles T. Brooks, III 


       Attorney for Respondent 


       attorneyctb@outlook.com   


      
April 23, 2026 








THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA 


In the Court of Appeals 


________________________________ 


 APPEAL FROM SUMTER COUNTY 


Court of Common Pleas 


Michael M. Jordan, Master In Equity  


_________________________________ 


Appellate Case No:  2025-002220 


________________________________ 


 


Celestine Parker and Loretta Black………………………………………..Appellants 


      -vs-    


John Doe, Jane Doe, Richard Roe, Mary Roe, Infants, Insane Persons and Incompetents, 


Being Fictitious Names, Designating as a Class Any Unknown Person or Persons, Whose 


Tur Names are Unknown, Who May be an Heir, Distributee, Devisee, Legatee, Wido, 


Widower, Issue, Personal Representative, Executor, Administrator, Successor, Creditor, 


Assign and/or alienee of Phillis Weathers; Valarie McCray, Harry Burns, Alma Jackson, 


Lynn Neely, Matthew Peterson, Carolyn Dupree, Gary Dupree, Greogry Dupree, Edith 


Davis, May Thelma McGee, Rodney Pitts, Denise Pitts, Sheryl  James, Marie Gilespie, 


Eugene Canty, Ethel Swain, Amanda Canty, Connie Canty, Alexander Canty, Clarence 


Canty, Jr., Daniel Canty, Luther Brogdon, Everette Brogdon, Naomi Brogdon, Obar 


Davis, Wilaba Brogdon, Michelle Thompson, Harold Brogdon, Jr., Janice Brogdon, Lillie 


Mae Cleaveland Payton, Brian Canty, Gloria Canty, Herbert Canty, Randolph Gaymon, 


Alvin L. Gaymon, Ernestine Gaymon, Aaliyaa Hasan, Taheedah Griffin, Eugene 


Dowling, Sheryl Dowling, Donna Dowling, Sherly Richards, Gail White, Debra White, 


Dana White, Damon White, Danielle White, Also Any and All Other Persons or Legal 


Entities, Known and Unknown, having or claiming and Right, Title, Estate, Interest in or 


Lien upon the Real Property Described in the Complaint………………..Respondents 


 


Of Whom Valarie McCray is the Respondent 


_____________________________________________________  


MOTION TO FILE AND SERVE THE RESPONDENT’S INITIAL BRIEF  


OUT OF TIME 


______________________________________________________ 


 


Respondent, Valarie McCray, makes motion to file and serve the Respondent’s Initial Brief 


out of time. The Court’s acceptance of this Brief will not prejudice the Appellant in this 


matter.     


     /s/Charles T. Brooks, III                                                            


                                                   Charles T. Brooks, III 


                                                      Attorney for the Respondent 


                                                   Post Office Box 3512 


Sumter, SC                                      Sumter, South Carolina 29150 


April 23, 2026                                    attorneyctb@outlook.com  



mailto:attorneyctb@outlook.com













































