
From: Justin Novak
To: Court Of Appeals Filings
Cc: dmackelcan@cskl.law; swilson@cskl.law; jessica.kinard@columbiasc.gov; ben@coppagelawfirm.com;

g.k.chambers@gmail.com; geoffrey@cperlgroup.com; Geoff Chambers; cwatson@robinsongray.com;
susielloyd@parkerpoe.com; dhockersc@sccourts.org; jtoby@newberrycounty.gov; M. Dawes Cooke, Jr.; Jeff
Davis; Jeff Davis; Hocker, Donald B.; Jasmine D. Smith; Opah Levine-Sass; Karen Jessee; Opah Levine-Sass

Subject: Appellate Case No 2024-002049
Date: Thursday, April 30, 2026 9:56:07 AM
Attachments: Respondents Notice Re Initial Brief and Designation of Matter .pdf

Respondents Notice Re Initial Brief and Designation of Matter - Proof of Service.pdf

*** EXTERNAL EMAIL: This email originated from outside the organization. Please
exercise caution before clicking any links or opening attachments. ***

Good morning,
 
Attached hereto please find Respondents Chad Connelly, Dave Wilson, Tom Persons,
Neil Mellen Geoffrey Chambers, Esq., and South Carolina Educational Credit for
Exceptional Needs Children Fund’s Notice Regarding Initial Brief and Designation of
Matter to be Included in Record on Appeal submitted for filing in the above-referenced
matter.
 
By copy of this email, we are providing notice of the same upon all counsel of record and
pro se Appellant. A hard copy will also be served upon the pro se Appellant.
 
Respectfully,
 
Justin
 

JUSTIN P. NOVAK | MEMBER
BARNWELL WHALEY PATTERSON & HELMS,
LLC
Charleston, SC | Wilmington, NC (PLLC)
211 King Street, Suite 300 | Charleston, SC 29401
843-577-7700 
Email | Firm Website | Bio | vCard

 
 
 
CONFIDENTIAL 
Unless otherwise indicated or obvious from the nature of the following communication, the information contained herein is confidential
information/work product. The communication is intended for the use of the individual or entity named above.  If the reader of this
transmission is not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution or copying of this communication is
strictly prohibited.   If you have received this communication in error or are not sure whether it is privileged, please immediately notify us by
return e-mail and destroy any copies, electronic, paper or otherwise, which you may have of this communication.
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THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA 
In The Court of Appeals 


_______________ 
 


APPEAL FROM NEWBERRY COUNTY 
Court of Common Pleas 


Donald B. Hocker, Circuit Court Judge 
_______________ 


 
Appellate Case No. 2024-002049 


Civil Action Nos. 2020-CP-36-00382 & 00384 
_______________ 


 
 


Jefferson Davis, Jr. ............................................................................................  Appellant, 
 


v. 
 
Chad Connelly, Dave Wilson, Stephen Kirkland, Tom Persons, Neil Mellen, E3 
Software, LLC, Endurance International Holdings, Inc., John Doe #1, John Doe 
#2 & John Does 3-40 …………..……………………………………………... 


 
 
 
Respondents. 


 
AND 


 
Jefferson Davis, Jr. ............................................................................................  Appellant, 


 
v. 


 
Chad Connelly, Tom Persons, Geoffrey Chambers, Esq., and South Carolina 
Educational Credit for Exceptional Needs Children Fund ……………………... 


 
 
Respondents. 


 
 


__________________ 
 


RESPONDENTS CHAD CONNELLY, DAVE WILSON, TOM PERSONS, NEIL MELLEN, 
GEOFFREY CHAMBERS, ESQ., AND SOUTH CAROLINA EDUCATIONAL CREDIT FOR 
EXCEPTIONAL NEEDS CHILDREN FUND’S NOTICE REGARDING INITIAL BRIEF AND 


DESIGNATION OF MATTER TO BE INCLUDED IN RECORD ON APPEAL  
__________________ 


 


Appellant filed the Initial Brief of Appellant and Appellant’s Designation of Matter to be 


Included in the Record on Appeal on March 31, 2026, pursuant to this Court’s Order granting 


Appellant’s motion for an extension of time to serve and file the initial brief and designation of 







matter for inclusion in the record on appeal filed on February 5, 2026. Accordingly, the South 


Carolina Appellate Court Rules require Respondents Chad Connelly, Dave Wilson, Tom Persons, 


Neil Mellen, Geoffrey Chambers, Esq., and South Carolina Educational Credit for Exceptional 


Needs Children Fund (“Respondents”) to serve and file the Initial Brief of Respondents and 


Designation of Matter to be Included in the Record on Appeal on or before April 30, 2026.  


On April 23, 2026, however, Appellant filed Appellant’s Notice of Bankruptcy Filing & 


Automatic Stay notifying the Court and all parties that Appellant has filed a voluntary petition for 


relief under Chapter 7 of the United States Bankruptcy Code in the United States Bankruptcy Court 


for the District of South Carolina, captioned In re Ronald Jefferson Davis, Jr., Case No. 26-01761-


hb. Accordingly, unless the Court instructs them to do otherwise, Respondents will not serve 


and/or file their Initial Brief of Respondents and Designation of Matter to be Included in the Record 


on Appeal at this time, in compliance with 11 U.S.C. § 108(c). 
 


Respectfully submitted,  
 
s/Justin P. Novak                   _  
M. Dawes Cooke, Jr., Esquire 
Justin P. Novak, Esquire 
Barnwell Whaley Patterson & Helms, LLC  
P.O. Drawer H 
Charleston, South Carolina 29402 
Phone: (843) 577-7700 
Fax: (843) 577-7708 
mdc@barnwell-whaley.com 
jnovak@barnwell-whaley.com 
 
Attorneys for Respondents Chad Connelly,  
Dave Wilson, Tom Persons, and Neil Mellen  
 
and 
 
s/    Geoffrey Chambers                _  
Geoffrey Chambers 
The Hendricks Firm, LLC 
PO Box 665 
101-A NE Main St.  
Easley, SC 29641 
Phone: (864) 859-7160 







Email: gchambers@thehendricksfirm.com 
 
Attorneys for Respondents Geoffrey Chambers, 
Esq., and South Carolina Educational Credit for 
Exceptional Needs Children Fund  
 


April 30, 2026 
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Jefferson Davis, Jr. ............................................................................................  Appellant, 
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Chad Connelly, Dave Wilson, Stephen Kirkland, Tom Persons, Neil Mellen, E3 
Software, LLC, Endurance International Holdings, Inc., John Doe #1, John Doe 
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Respondents. 


 
AND 
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v. 


 
Chad Connelly, Tom Persons, Geoffrey Chambers, Esq., and South Carolina 
Educational Credit for Exceptional Needs Children Fund ……………………... 


 
 
Respondents. 


 
__________________ 


 
PROOF OF SERVICE 


__________________ 
 


I, the undersigned employee of Barnwell Whaley Patterson & Helms, LLC, herby certify 
that pursuant to Rules 240 and 262(b), SCACR, I have served the Respondents Chad Connelly, 
Dave Wilson, Tom Persons, Neil Mellen Geoffrey Chambers, Esq., and South Carolina 
Educational Credit for Exceptional Needs Children Fund’s Notice Regarding Initial Brief and 
Designation of Matter to be Included in Record on Appeal in this matter upon the Clerk of the 
South Carolina Court of Appeals, all counsel of record, and all pro se parties by electronic mail on 
April 30, 2026, to the following addresses: 
 
 
 


 
 
 







 
 
The Honorable Jenny Abbot Kitchings 
Clerk, South Carolina Court of Appeals 
Email: ctappfilings@sccourts.org 
 
Douglas Walker MacKelcan, III 
Skyler C. Wilson  
Copeland Stair Valz & Lovell, LLP  
40 Calhoun Street, Suite 400  
Charleston, South Carolina 29401  
Email: dmackelcan@csvl.law 
Email: swilson@csvl.law  
 
Geoffrey Chambers 
CPERL Group, LLC 
411 Walnut Street #10646 
Green Cove Springs, FL 32043 
Email: g.k.chambers@gmail.com 
Email: geoffrey@cperlgroup.com 
Email: gchambers@thehendricksfirm.com 
 
Jasmine D. Smith 
Cal Watson 
Robinson Gray 
2151 Pickens Street, Suite 500 
Columbia, South Carolina 29201 
Email: jsmith@robinsongray.com  
Email: cwatson@robinsongray.com 
 
 


 
 
Jefferson Davis, Jr. 
403 McCarter Avenue 
Greenville, South Carolina 29615 
Email: jeff@apogeetax.com 
Email: jdavis@apogeetax.com 
 
Jessica E. Kinard 
Law Offices of Jessica E. Kinard 
PO Box 667 
Columbia, South Carolina 29202 
Email: jessica.kinard@columbiasc.gov 
 
 
Benjamin T. Coppage 
Coppage Law Firm, LLC 
1010 Carter Street 
Beaufort, South Carolina 29902 
Email: ben@coppagelawfirm.com 
 
 
 
 
 


/s Justin P. Novak                       _     
Justin P. Novak 


 
April 30, 2026 
 






