From: Staley, Denesha

To: lilliston00@yahoo.com; wcarter@sccid.sc.gov; mfarthing@scag.gov; rjanowski@scsolicitorl.org

Cc: sleverett@sccid.sc.gov; White, Della; Julie Shivers; juliemshivers.esg@gmail.com; Caroline Collins;
janowski.rachel@gmail.com

Subject: The State v. April J. Lilliston (2) 2026-001056

Date: Friday, May 1, 2026 1:33:00 PM

Attachments: DS State v. Lillston 2- Initial Letter 05.01.pdf

Notice of Appeal, Proof of Service (21).pdf

Order Under Appeal (71).pdf
UNREDACTED Motion - Stay.pdf

Good afternoon,

Attached please find correspondence from the South Carolina Court of Appeals.

PLEASE DO NOT RESPOND TO THIS EMAIL.

Send ALL correspondence to ctappfilings@sccourts.org only. Any parties not included in this
mail will receive the attach I ndence via US Mail

Denesha M. Staley

Senior Appeals Specialist
South Carolina Court of Appeals
1220 Senate Street

Columbia, SC 29201

Filings: ctappfilings@sccourts.org
Phone: (803) 734-1890
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The South Carolina Court of Appeals

JENNY ABBOTT KITCHINGS POST OFFICE BOX 11629

CLERK COLUMBIA, SOUTH CAROLINA 29211

1220 SENATE STREET
CATHERINE S. HARRISON COLUMBIA, SOUTH CAROLINA 29201
CHIEF DEPUTY CLERK TELEPHONE: (803) 734-1890
FAX: (803) 734-1839
www.sccourts.org
May 1, 2026

April J. Lilliston
Post Office Box 5
Sandy Springs SC 29677

Re: The State v. April J. Lilliston (2)
Appellate Case No. 2026-001056

Dear Mr. Lillston:

This Court has received your notice of appeal, and the case has been assigned the
appellate case number that appears above. Please use this number on all future
correspondence relating to this matter.

All parties to this matter are advised that all filings must comply with the
requirements of Rule 267 of the South Carolina Appellate Court Rules (SCACR).
The SCACR are available online at www.sccourts.org/courtreg. Additionally, any
filings submitted by counsel admitted in South Carolina must include counsel's bar
number.

The attention of the parties is directed to the order relating to the inclusion of
personal data identifiers and other sensitive information in documents filed with
the Supreme Court of South Carolina and the South Carolina Court of Appeals.
The order can be found at
www.sccourts.org/courtOrders/displayOrder.cfm?orderNo=2014-04-15-02. Please
note that the responsibility for insuring that information is redacted or sealed as
required by this order rests with counsel and the parties. This office will not review
filings for redaction or to determine if materials should be sealed.





This is to advise that the title in the above matter has been changed to read as
follows:

The State, Respondent,
V.
April Jarqvavia Lilliston, Appellant.

All future records in this matter should be changed to reflect this title. If you have
any questions, please do not hesitate to contact this office.

Very truly yours,

cc:  Rachel Huddleston Janowski, Esquire
Mark Reynolds Farthing, Esquire
Alan McCrory Wilson, Esquire
Wanda H. Carter, Esquire
Julie Marie Shivers, Esquire



Catherine Harrison






RECEIVED
Apr 292026
FORM 4 SC Court of Appeals

NOTICE OF APPEAL FROM A SENTENCE IMPOSED BY THE
COURT OF GENERAL SESSIONS

THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA

In The Court of Appeals
of South Carolina

APPEAL FROM BERKELEY COUNTY
Court of General Sessions ,

Honorable Deadra L. Jefferson, Circuit

Court Judge
Case No.
The State, Respondent,
v.
April Jarqvavia Lilliston, Appellant.
NOTICE OF APPEAL

The sentence was imposed by the Honorable Deadra L. Jefferson on April 28, 2026. This appeal
is taken from the order of the Honorable Deadra L. Jefferson dated April 13, 2026, granting
reconsideration of sentence and imposing a term of incarceration, as well as any and all prior
rulings and proceedings in this case.

April 29, 2026 April J Lilliston A. L
Post Office Box 5
Sandy Springs SC 29677
(786)234-2201
Appellant Pro Se

Other Counsel of Record:

Rachel Huddleson

Janowski

Assistant Solicitor

300 B Califomia

Ave

Moncks Corner, South Carolina
29461. (843) 719-4629
Attorney for Respondent





FORM 7

RECEIVED

Apr 292026

PROOF OF SERVICE OF A NOTICE OF ApPEAL, 90 Court of Appeals

THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA
In The Court of Appeals

APPEAL FROM Berkeley COUNTY
Court of General Sessions

Honorable Deadra L Jefferson Circuit

Court Judge
Case No.
State of South Carolina
Respondent,
V.
April Jarqvavia Lilliston, Appellant.
PROOF OF SERVICE

April 29, 2026

I certify that I have served the Notice of Appeal on State of South Carolina by depositing

a copy of it in the United States Mail, postage prepaid, on April 29, 2026, addressed to the
following Berkeley County Clerk of Court 300- B California Avenue Moncks Corner, SC 29461,
Rachel H Janowski, Solicitor Ninth Circuit Solicitors Office 300-B California Ave Moncks Corner,
SC 29461, Julie Shivers, Public Defender 105 Gulledge Street Moncks Corner SC 29461.

A true and correct copy was mailed to each recipient listed above.

§/ April Jarquavia Lilliston._/, 275

Post Office Box 5

Sandy Springs, South Carolina 29677

(786)234-2201
Appellant Pro Se










STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA ) IN THE COURT OF GENERAL SESSIO
COUNTY OF BERKELEY ) FOR THE NINTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT ﬁECEIVEI)
)
State of South Carolina, ) Indictment No(s): 2024-GS-08-03222 Apr 292026
)
V. )
) ORDER GRANTING DEF ENDANT’§C CQUTt Of App ea’s
April Jarqvavia Lilliston, ) MOTION FOR RECONSIDERATION OF
Decfendant. ) SENTENCE
) e
SARPAREE
Presiding Judge: Deadra L. Jefferson N %6’
State’s Attorney: Rachael Janowski, Esq. et N
Defendant’s Attorney: Julie Shivers, Esq. e
Date of Hearing: October 17, 2025 8 . = T
Court Reporter: Cathy L. Young BES wn o
e b ' (ww)

This matter came beforc the Court on October 17, 2026, on Defendant’s Motion to
Reconsider Sentence filed August 11, 2025. The Court received the motion on August 26, 2025.
The State filed their Response on October 2, 2025. Defendant moves for this Court to reconsider
the sentence imposed upon her on August 1, 2025. The Motion is based on the Defendant’s request
to serve the statutory sentence at the detention center. Defendant is represented by Julic Shivers,
Esq.! Defendant was present at the hearing. The State is represented by Rachael Janowski, Esq.
The representatives for the minor victims were notified of the hearing and were not present.?
Having considered Defendant’s Motion for Reconsideration in its entirety, the State’s response, as
well as the various interests balanced by the Court at the time of the ruling, Defendant’s Motion

for Reconsideration of Sentence is heard and Granted.?

' Defendant also filed a pro se Motion to Relieve Counsel filed August 22, 2025, which was heard before this Court
at the same time as Defendant’s Motion to Reconsider Sentence.

? Rachel Janowski, Esq. is now employed with the Dorchester County Solicitor’s Office.

* By Order(s) of the Family Court the minor victims now reside outside of South Carolina with separate relatives in
different states.

* After a full hearing on the merits of the motion the Court took the Motion under advisement. The issuance of the
Order has been delayed due to Ms. Shivers inability despite multiple attempts to reach the Defendant and the
Defendants failure to respond to Ms. Shivers request for information regarding the Defendant’s ability to report to
the Berkeley County Detention Center to serve the straight sentence she has requested of the Court.
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PROCEDURAL HISTORY

Defendant was arrested on June 3, 2024, and charged with Unlawful Conduct Towards as
Child.> The Berkeley County Grand Jury true billed the indictment on July 17, 2024. Attorney
Shivers was appointed to represent the Defendant by the Court on December 2, 2024. Attorney
Shivers filed a Notice of Appearance on February 24, 2025.

A jury trial commenced before this Court on July 28, 2025. On August 1, 2025, Defendant
was convicted by a jury of the lesser-included offense of Cruelty to Children. Defendant was
sentenced to thirty (30) days, provided upon the service of onc (1) day time-served and one (1)
year probation. Special conditions of probation included a biopsychosocial evaluation, substance
abuse counseling, and mental health counscling.”

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW

“The authority to change a sentence rests exclusively with the sentencing judge and is

within his or her discretion.” State v. Warren, 392 S.C. 235, 238, 708 S.E.2d 234, 235 (Ct. App.

2011) (citing State v. Smith, 276 S.C. 494, 498, 280 S.E.2d 200, 202 (1981)). A judge, “has broad

discretion in sentencing within statutory limits.” Interest of Christopher H., 432 S.C. 600, 854
S.E.2d 853 (Ct. App. 2021) (quoting Inre M.B.H., 387 S.C. 323, 326, 692 S.E.2d 541, 542 (2010)).
Furthermore, a judge, “must be permitted to consider any and all information that reasonably might
bear on the proper sentence for a particular defendant.” Id. The South Carolina Supreme Court has

held, “it is proper for the trial judge, in open court, in the presence of the defendant, to inquire into

3 A person convicted of the felony of Unlawful Conduct Towards a Child can receive no more than ten (10) years
imprisonment, must be fined in the discretion of the court, or both. SC Code Ann. § 63-5-70.

¢ A person convicted of the misdemeanor of Cruelty to Children can receive no more than thirty (30) days of
imprisonment or fined not more than two hundred dotlars ($200.00), at the court’s discretion. SC Code Ann. § 63-5-
80.

7 At sentencing the State requested probation and the denoted conditions based on the Defendant’s protracted history
with the system involving her children. The Defendant advised the Court and is persistent in her belief that she has
performed these tasks pursuant to Family Court Orders. However, she has not provided independent proof of
completion to the Court. ‘\(





any relevant facts in aggravation or mitigation of punishment,” notably, “the fullest information
possible concerning the defendant’s life and characteristics.” State v. Cantrell, 250 S.C. 376, 379—

80, 158 S.E.2d 189, 191 (1967) (citing Williams v. People of State of New York, 337 U.S. 241,

69 S. Ct. 1079 (1949)).

Having fully considered the Defendant’s Motion for Reconsideration of Sentence, the
State’s Response, as well as having fully reviewed the record and the various interests balanced
by the Court at the time of the ruling, Defendant’s motion is Granted. It is abundantly clear to the
Court based on the Defendant’s representations to the Court that she has no intention of acting in
good faith to comply with the probationary requircments with the inevitable result being a
revocation with service of the underlying sentence imposed by the Court. Based on the forgoing,
in the interest of judicial economy, and since the minor victims are in permanent placements with
no contact allowed with the Defendant absent Family Court Order,

IT IS ORDERED, AJUDGED, AND DECREED that Defendant’s reconsideration of
sentence is Granted and she is mandated to serve the thirty (30) day sentence mandated by statute at
the Berkeley County Detention Center with any credit for pre-detention time to be calculated and
applicd pursuant to SC Code Ann. §24-13-40.

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED, AJUDGED, AND DECREED that Defendant shall report
to the Berkeley County Detention Center on Friday May 15, 2026, by 6:00 p.m. to surrender herself

to serve her SCI‘]IC:I'ICC.8

*The Court through the assistance of Ms. Shivers has made multiple attempts to contact the Defendant for guidance
as to when in consideration of her employment schedule she can report to the Berkeley County Detention Center to
serve the straight sentence she has requested all to no avail. Because the Defendant failed to respond or
communicate the Court’s only option was to select a date for her service to begin within 30 days of the issuance of
this Order assuming this will providc adequate time for the Defendant to make the applicable arrangements.
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AND IT IS SO ORDERED.

A 2129

Hon. Déadra L. Jefferson
Presiding Judge
Ninth Judicial Circuit

Charleston, South Carolina
April 13, 2026
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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA SENTENCE ORDER IN THE COURT OF GENERAL SESSIONS
COUNTY OF BERKELEY Apr 292026 INDICTMENT/CASE#:303| &:S0% 03222

)
) AW#:2004 A\%lOﬁOouRE
STATE vs. SC Cgurt of Appe a’s ) Date of Offense: 06/01/2024 LEI VED
April Jargvavia Lilliston ) S.C Code§: 63-05-0080
AKA: SSN: ) CDR Code #: 0078
RACE: B SEX:E DOB. ) Range of Offense: ()
In disposition of the above indictment comes now the Defendant who was CONVICTED OF ® or O PLEAD§ C Court Of Ap p eals
TO: Cruelty to a Child or Children Range of Offense Pled: 0
In violation of § 63-05-0080 of the S.C. Code of Laws, bearing COR Code # 0078
3 NON-VIOLENT 0 VIOLENT 0 SERIOUS O MOST SERIOUS 0O MANDATORY GPS 0 §17-25-45
(CSC wiminor 1% or CSC w/minor 3%)
The charge is: 0 As indicted B3 Lesser Included Offense O Defendant Waives Presentment to Grand Jury
The plea is: O wio Rec/Negotiations O Negotiated O Recommendation
/s Rachel H. Janowski 104874 Is Julle M. Shivers 100403
Solicitor SC Bar # Attomey for Defendant SC Bar#

The Defendant is committed to the [J SCD! County Detention Center (0 Home Incarceration Program

for a determinate term of slyears/Time Served [LYOANTE d/or shall pay a fine F i L [)
of $ ; provided that upon the service of @ oml\w@nd or payment

of $ plus costs and assessments as applicable* ; balance is suspended with probation ! month

Al - 1
and subject to SCOPPPS standard conditions of probation, which are incorporated by reference. 202y
. CASE___ X0
The sentence shall run [ CONCURRENT or 00 CONSECUTIVE to sentence on: LEAT Gutiav puilE

The Defendant is to be.given credit for time served pursuant to S.C. Code § 24-13-40 to be calculated and applied by SCDC | g;’if?fg;g“{!’s(
g d iémon

ths [ To include time spent on monitored house arrest prior to trial and sentencing

SPECIAL CONDITIONS:
0O PTUP
O No Contact with Victim 0 Domestic Violence Intervention Program O Hold for inpatient Treatment
u} SexOffenderRegistrypmsuamtosc Cods § 23-3-430 SACMHC if necessary @dx
O Central Regi : bctpursuamtosc Code § 17-25-135
)Qomew% 20 y - ;ge/
m . Restituton $
O RESTITUTION See Sepame Order (20% per S.C. Cods §24-21-490(B) ) FINE: $
§14-1-206 (Assessments 107.5%) S
§14-1-211 (A)(1) Conv. Surcharge) Fine/Costs and Assessments are to be paid to the Clerk ~ $100 s (OO
§14-1-211 (A)(2)(DUI Surcharge) of Court within days/mon $100 3
§56-5-1995 (DUI Assessment) RE&IVED $12 s
§56-1-286 (DUI Breath Test) $25 $_
14-1-212 (Law Enforcement Funding) $25 $ Q =
§1¢1~21 3 tDmg Court Surcharge) SEP 0 2 2025 $150 $
§34-11-70(b)and(c), and 34-11-90(c)and(d) (Admin Fraud Check Court Costs) $41 $
§50-21-114 (BUI Breath Test Fee) SC Court of Appea!Ssso $
§56-5-2942(J) (Vehicle Assessment) $40/ea $
3% to County (if paid in installments) TBD sSSP (RS
ﬁ: Appointed PD or appointed other counsel. Proviso requires $500 to be paid to Clerk during $500 $S00
prdbation and shall be collected before any other fees
1 §17-3-45(B) Unpaid Application Fee to be paid to the Public Defender Fund $40 $
I TOTAL s (o4 NG
Is \)H"\

Gterk-ok-Cautt/Deputy Clerk

SCCA217B
NS Ve Torves 2128 W ‘ — 01727722025
Court Reporter Judge Code a Pri ge







STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA Apr 302026

IN THE COURT OF APPEALS SC Court of Appeals

The State of South Carolina,
Respondent,

V.

April J. Lilliston,
Appeliant.

Case No.:
(Appeal Filed April 29, 2026 — Case Number Pending)

EMERGENCY MOTION TO STAY SENTENCE PENDING APPEAL

1. Procedural Background

* Appellant was sentenced April 28, 2026, in Berkeley County Court of General Sessions.

* The trial court issued a reconsideration ruling dated April 13, 2026, imposing incarceration.

» Appellant timely filed a Notice of Appeal on April 29, 2026.

* The prior appeal was dismissed without prejudice due to the absence of a final order; that procedural
issue has now been cured by entry of the final ruling.

* The Court of Appeals entered an order relieving prior counsel, Julie Shivers, from representation, and
Appellant is proceeding pro se.

2. Substantial Issues on Appeal

* Violations of due process rights.

» Use of incomplete, misleading, and one-sided evidence.

+ Admission and reliance upon evidence lacking audio and full context.

* Denial of a full and fair opportunity to present a defense.

* Procedural irregularities affecting the fairness of the proceedings.

* These issues are substantial, non-frivolous, and appropriate for appellate review.

3. Irreparable Harm and Compliance

* Appellant was previously serving a probationary sentence in the community and remained compliant
with conditions.

* Appellant has paid all court-ordered fines and fees.

* Immediate incarceration will cause irreparable harm, including loss of employment, financial
instability, and disruption in caring for her minor child.

+ Additionally, the Appellant has not had her parental rights terminated and remains an active custodial
parent to a minor child who resides within the State of South Carolina. The Appellant is responsible for
the care, supervision, and well-being of this child. Immediate incarceration would significantly disrupt
the stability of the child’s living situation and impose unnecessary hardship on the child, who is not a
party to these proceedings. As reflected in Exhibit H, the Appellant’s parental rights remain intact.

- Appellant has been ordered to report on May 15, 2026, making emergency relief necessary.

« If Appellant serves the sentence before the appeal is resolved, the relief sought on appeal may be
rendered meaningless.





4. Delay and Prejudice

- Delay in the lower court’s ruling caused the first appeal to be dismissed without prejudice.

+ Appellant should not be penalized for delays outside of her control.

+ Faimess requires maintaining the status quo while the appeal is pending.

5. Lower Court Relief Not Practical

* Due to the procedural history, delays, and lack of timely action, relief at the trial level is not practical or

adequate.

* Relief from this Court is necessary to prevent the sentence from being executed before meaningful

appellate review can occur,

6. Request for Relief

« Stay enforcement of the sentence pending appeal.
+ Allow Appellant to remain under current conditions pending appeal.
+ Grant any other relief this Court deems just and proper.

EXHIBITS

+ Exhibit A — Sentencing Order / Reconsideration Ruling

» Exhibit B — Notice of Appeal

« Exhibit C — Proof of Payment

+ Exhibit D — Motion to Withdraw + Cettificate of Service

+ Exhibit E — Order Relieving Julie Shivers

« Exhibit F — Remittitur

+ Exhibit G — Proof of Compliance / Supporting Documents

+ Exhibit H — Court Ruling Confirming Parental Rights Remain Intact

Respectfully submitted,

April J. Lilliston, Pro.Se = o
PO Box 5 (//n ‘;2,,/8%/
Sandy Springs, SC 29677

(786) 234-2201
Date: ﬂpu (32, 9026

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

| certify that a true copy of this Motion and all attached exhibits were served upon:

Berkeley County Clerk of Court
300-B California Avenue
Moncks Corner, SC 29461

Rachel H. Janowski, Solicitor
Ninth Circuit Solicitor's Office
300-B California Avenue
Moncks Corner, SC 29461





Julie M. Shivers, Public Defender
105 Gulledge Street
Moncks Corner, SC 29461

44 .
by U.S. Mail, Certified Mail, Return Receipt Requested, this 30 day of fe-: , 2026.

April J. Lilliston

A






E)ck‘\‘o?& K

STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA ) IN THE COURT OF GENERAL SESSIONS
COUNTY OF BERKELEY ) FOR THE NINTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
)
State of South Carolina, ) Indictment No(s): 2024-GS-08-03222
)
V. )
) ORDER GRANTING DEFENDANT’S
April Jarqvavia Lilliston, ) MOTION FOR RECONSIDERATION OF
Defendant. ) SENTENCE
) 3 5B
. AR LA Aj’-’--: 3w /
RECE 4] Presiding Judge: Deadra L. Jefferson e 3B %"M
State’s Attorney: Rachacl Janowski, Esq. N
Apr 302026 Defendant’s Attorney: Julie Shivers, Esq. >h -
Date of Hearing: October 17, 2025 g =
SC Ceurt of Appeals Court Reporter: Cathy L. Young RES n
o T o

This matter came before the Court on October 17, 2026, on Defendani’s Motion to
Reconsider Sentence filed August 11, 2025. The Court received the motion on August 26, 2025.
The State filed their Response on October 2, 2025. Defendant moves for this Court to reconsider
the scntence imposed upon her on August 1, 2025. The Motion is based on the Defendant’s request
to serve the statutory sentence at the detention center. Defendant is represented by Julie Shivers,
Esq.! Defendant was present at the hearing. The State is represcnted by Rachacl Janowski, Esq.?
The representatives for the minor victims were notified of the hearing and were not present.’
Having considered Defendant’s Motion for Reconsideration in its entirety, the State’s response, as
well as the various interests balanced by the Court at the time of the ruling, Defendant’s Motion

for Reconsideration of Sentence is heard and Granted.?

' Defendant also filed a pro sc Motion to Relieve Counsel filed August 22, 2025, which was heard before this Court
at the same time as Defendant’s Motion to Reconsider Sentence.

? Rachel Janowski, Esq. is now employed with the Dorchester County Solicitor’s Office.

' By Order(s) of the Family Court the minor victims now reside outside of South Carolina with separate relatives in
different states.

* After a full hearing on the merits of the motion the Court took the Motion under advisement. The issuance of the
Order has been delayed due to Ms. Shivers inability despite multiple attempts to reach the Defendant and the
Defendants failure to respond to Ms. Shivers request for information regarding the Defendant’s ability to report to
the Berkeley County Detention Center to serve the straight sentence she has requested of the Court.
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PROCEDURAL HISTORY

Defendant was arrested on June 3, 2024, and charged with Unlawful Conduct Towards as
Child." The Berkeley County Grand Jury true billed the indictment on July 17, 2024. Attorney
Shivers was appointed to represent the Defendant by the Court on December 2, 2024, Attorney
Shivers filed a Notice of Appearance on February 24, 2025.

A jury trial commenced before this Court on July 28, 2025. On August 1, 2025, Defendant
was convicted by a jury of the lesser-included offense of Cruelty to Children.® Defendant was
sentenced to thirty (30) days, provided upon the service of onc (1) day time-served and one (1
year probation. Special conditions of probation included a biopsychosocial evaluation, substance
abuse counseling, and mental health counscling.”

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW

“The authority to change a sentence rests exclusively with the sentencing judge and is

within his or her discretion.” State v. Warren, 392 S.C. 235, 238, 708 S.E.2d 234, 235 (Ct. App.

2011) (citing State v. Smith, 276 S.C. 494, 498, 280 S.E.2d 200, 202 (1981)). A judge, “has broad

discretion in sentencing within statutory limits.” Interest of Christopher H., 432 S.C. 600, 854

S.1:.2d 853 (Ct. App. 2021) (quoting Inre M.B.H., 387 S.C. 323, 326, 692 S.I.2d 541, 542 (2010)).
Furthermore, a judge, “must be permitted to consider any and all information that reasonably might
bear on the proper sentence for a particular defendant.” Id. The South Carolina Supreme Court has

held, “it is proper for the trial judge, in open court, in the presence of the defendant, to inquire into

* A person convicted of the felony of Unlawful Conduct Towards a Child can receive no more than ten (10) years
imprisonment, must be fined in the discretion of the court, or both. SC Code Ann. § 63-5-70.
% A person convicted of the misdemeanor of Cruelty to Children can receive no more than thirty (30) days of
imprisonment or fined not more than two hundred dollars ($200.00), at the court’s discretion. SC Code Ann. § 63-5-
80.
7 At sentencing the State requested probation and the denoted conditions based on the Defendant’s protracted history
with the system involving her children. The Defendant advised the Court and is persistent in her belief that she has
performed these tasks pursuant to Family Court Orders. However, she has not provided independent proof of
completion to the Court.

2 *





any relevant facts in aggravation or mitigation of punishment,” notably, “the fullest information
possible concerning the defendant’s life and characteristics.” State v. Cantrell, 250 S.C. 376,379-

80, 158 S.E.2d 189, 191 (1967) (citing Williams v. People of State of New York, 337 U.S. 241,

69 S. Ct. 1079 (1949)).

Having fully considered the Defendant’s Motion for Reconsideration of Sentence, the
State’s Response, as well as having fully reviewed the record and the various interests balanced
by the Court at the time of the ruling, Defendant’s motion is Granted. It is abundantly clear to the
Court based on the Defendant’s representations to the Court that she has no intention of acting in
good faith to comply with the probationary requirements with the inevitable result being a
revocation with service of the underlying sentence imposed by the Court. Based on the forgoing,
in the interest of judicial economy, and since the minor victims are in permanent placements with
no contact allowed with the Defendant absent Family Court Order,

IT IS ORDERED, AJUDGED, AND DECREED that Defendant’s reconsideration of
sentence is Granted and she is mandated to serve the thirty (30) day sentence mandated by statute at
the Berkeley County Detention Center with any credit for pre-detention time to be calculated and
applied pursuant to SC Code Ann. §24-13-40.

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED, AJUDGED, AND DECREED that Defendant shall report
to the Berkeley County Detention Center on Friday May 15, 2026, by 6:00 p.m. to surrender herself

to serve her sentence.?

¥The Court through the assistance of Ms. Shivers has made multiple attempts to contact the Defendant for guidance
as to when in consideration of her employment schedule she can report to the Berkeley County Detention Center to
serve the straight sentence she has requested all to no avail. Because the Defendant failed to respond or
communicate the Court’s only option was to sclect a date for her service to begin within 30 days of the issuance of
this Order assuming this will provide adequate time for the Defendant to make the applicable arrangements.
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AND IT IS SO ORDERED.

Al w124

Hon. IDéadra L. Jefferson
Presiding Judge
Ninth Judicial Circuit

Charleston, South Carolina
April 13, 2026
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FORM 4 SC Court of Appeals
NOTICE OF APPEAL FROM A SENTENCE IMPOSED BY THE
COURT OF GENERAL SESSIONS RE CE %J ?_A

THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA

In The Court of Appeals Apl’ 30 2026
of South Carolina
SC Court of Appeals

APPEAL FROM BERKELEY COUNTY
Court of General Sessions ,

Honorable Deadra L. Jefferson, Circuit

Court Judge
Case No.
The State, Respondent,
v.
April Jarqvavia Lilliston, Appellant.
NOTICE OF APPEAL

The sentence was imposed by the Honorable Deadra L. Jefferson on April 28, 2026. This appeal
is taken from the order of the Honorable Deadra L. Jefferson dated April 13, 2026, granting
reconsideration of sentence and imposing a term of incarceration, as well as any and all prior
rulings and proceedings in this case.

April 29, 2026 AprilJ Lilliston ;. L™
Post Office Box 5
Sandy Springs SC 29677
(786)234-2201
Appellant Pro Se

Other Counsel of Record:

Rachel Huddleson

Janowski

Assistant Solicitor

300 B California

Ave

Moncks Corner, South Carolina
29461. (843) 719-4629
Attorney for Respondent
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Apr 29 2026

PROOF OF SERVICE OF A NOTICE OF ApPEAL 0 Court of Appeals

THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA
In The Court of Appeals

APPEAL FROM Berkeley COUNTY
Court of General Sessions

Honorable Deadra L Jefferson Circuit

Court Judge
Case No.
State of South Carolina
Respondent,
V.
April Jarqvavia Lilliston, Appellant.
PROOF OF SERVICE

April 29, 2026

RECEIVE]D)
Apr 302026

SC Court of Appeals

I certify that I have served the Notice of Appeal on State of South Carolina by depositing

a copy of it in the United States Mail, postage prepaid, on April 29, 2026, addressed to the
following Berkeley County Clerk of Court 300- B California Avenue Moncks Comner, SC 29461,
Rachel H Janowski, Solicitor Ninth Circuit Solicitors Office 300-B California Ave Moncks Corner,
SC 29461, Julie Shivers, Public Defender 105 Gulledge Street Moncks Corner SC 29461

A true and correct copy was mailed to each recipient listed above.

s/ April Jarqvavia Lilliston, /, ;27

Post Office Box 5

Sandy Springs, South Carolina 29677

(786)234-2201
Appellant Pro Se





CAlh 0o @ General Sessions
C\d’“ b‘ Q \ Clerk : Leah Guerry Dupree DUPLICATE
300 B California Avenue

Moncks Corner, SC 29461
Phone:(843) 719-4475 Fax:(843) 719-4511

Received From: Lilliston, April Jarqvavia Date: 10/21/2025
P.O. Box 5 Receipt#: 4072965
Sandy Springs, SC 29677 Clerk: c08mtaunto
Paying for: Self
Transaction Type: Payment Reference #: R 1272 B
Payment Type: Credit Card $625.00 Comment: ECE LVIDE J
Total Paid: $625.00 Apr 302026
Note: The Total Paid does not reflect any Fees
assessed for paying with a credit card. SC COU rt Of APP e al S

You may check the status of your Berkeley case at:
http://www.sccourts.org/caseSearch/
Case # Caption Previous Balance Amount Paid Balance Due S/T

2024A1820500652 The State of South Carolina VS April $625.00 $625.00 $0.00
Jargvavia Lilliston

Total Cases: 1 $625.00 $625.00 $0.00
TOTAL ACCOUNT BALANCE: $625.00

ReceiptMULTICase.rpt V6.1





Payment Receipt Confirmation

Your payment was successfully processed. You may print this receipt page for
your records by selecting Print.If you paid with your SC.GOV Wallet, you can view
your receipt in your MySC.GOV Account here: sc.gov/dashboard.

Receipt Contact Information

Contact Name SC Dept of Probation,
Parole and Pardon
Services

Contact Phone 803-734-9206

Transaction Summary

Receipt Confirmation
Description Amount
SC Dept of Probation, Parole and Pardon Services - Online Offender Pmts $204.50
TOTAL $204.50

Transaction Detail

These charges will appear on your statement as two transactions. The total Cost of Sale will be sent to SC Department
of Probation, Parole and Pardon Services. The total Service Fee* SC.GOV will be sent to SC.GOV.

SKU Description Unit Price| Quantity] Amount
1213790 Offender Payment for LILLISTON, APRIL JARQVAVIA $200.00 1] $200.00
TPEFEE_SERVICEFEE Service Fee* SC.GOV $4.50 1 $4.50

Total Amount Paid| $204.50

The online price of items or services purchased through SC.GOV, the state’s official Web portal, includes funds used to develop, maintain,
enhance and expand the service offerings of the state's portal.

Customer Information

Customer Name APRIL LILLISTON Receipt Date 12/12/2025
Local Reference ID 02502650 Receipt Time 12:09:43 PM EST






Payment Information

Payment Type Credit Card Credit Card Number 1374

Credit Card Type VISA Order ID 177416176
Name on Credit Card April Lilliston

Account Holder Information

Billing Address PO Box 5 Phone Number 7862342201

Billing City, State
Billing Zip/Postal Code
Country

Sandy Springs, SC
29677
us

This receipt has been emailed to the address

below.
Email Address Lilliston00@yahoo.com





Payment Receipt Confirmation

Your payment was successfully processed. You may print this receipt page for
your records by selecting Print.If you paid with your SC.GOV Wallet, you can view
your receipt in your MySC.GOV Account here: sc.gov/dashboard.

Receipt Contact Information

Contact Name

Contact Phone

SC Dept of Probation,
Parole and Pardon
Services

03-734-9206

Transaction Summary

Receipt Confirmation

Description Amount
SC Dept of Probation, Parole and Pardon Services - Online Offender Pmts $326.90
TOTAL $326.90

Transaction Detail

These charges will appear on your statement as two transactions. The total Cost of Sale will be sent to SC Department
of Probation, Parole and Pardon Services. The total Service Fee* SC.GOV will be sent to SC.GOV,

SKU Description Unit Price| Quantity| Amount
1233385 Offender Payment for LILLISTON, APRIL JARQVAVIA $320.00 1] $320.00
TPEFEE_SERVICEFEE Service Fee* SC.GOV $6.90 1 $6.90

Total Amount Paid| $326.90

The online price of items or services purchased through SC.GOV, the state's official Web portal, includes funds used to develop, maintain,
enhance and expand the service offerings of the state's pontal.

Customer Information

Customer Name APRIL LILLISTON Receipt Date
Local Reference ID 02502650 Receipt Time
https:f/securecheckout.cdc.nicusa.com/Checkout/Receipt?mode=print

1/23/2026
01:19:35 AM EST

1/23/26, 1:19 AM
Page 1 of 2





Payment Information

Payment Type Credit Card Credit Card Number 1374
Credit Card Type VISA Order ID 178934682
Name on Credit Card April Lilliston

Account Holder Information

Billing Address PO Box 5 Phone Number 7862342201
Billing City, State Sandy Springs, SC : : :
Billing Zip/Postal Code 29677 This receipt has been emailed to the address
Country us below.
Email Address Lilliston00@yahoo.com
https://securecheckout.cdc.nicusa.com/Checkout/Receipt?mode=print 1/23/26, 1119 AM

Page 2 of 2





Eydibit D

STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA
IN THE COURT OF GENERAL SESSIONS
COUNTY OF BERKELEY

State of South Carolina,
Plaintiff,

V.

April J. Lilliston,
Defendant.

Indictment No.: 2024-GS-08-03222
MOTION TO WITHDRAW MOTION FOR RECONSIDERATION OF SENTENCE

COMES NOW the Defendant, April J. Lilliston, proceeding pro se, and respectfully moves this
Honorable Court to withdraw the previously filed Motion for Reconsideration of Sentence.

In support of this Motion, the Defendant shows the following:

1. A Motion for Reconsideration of Sentence was previously filed and remains pending before this
Court.

2. The pending motion has prevented the case from reaching finality for purposes of appellate review.
3. The Defendant seeks to proceed with appellate review without further delay.

4. Accordingly, the Defendant respectfully requests that the Motion for Reconsideration of Sentence be
withdrawn so that a final order may be entered.

WHEREFORE, the Defendant respectfully requests that this Honorable Court grant this Motion to
Withdraw the Motion for Reconsideration of Sentence.

Respectfully submitted this 22nd day of April, 2026.

April J. Lilliston /i < -7Z—"

Pro Se Defendant

PO Box 5

Sandy Springs, SC 29677
786-234-2201

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

| hereby certify that a copy of the foregoing Motion to Withdraw Motion for Reconsideration of Sentence
was served upon the following:

Solicitor's Office
300 B California Ave
Berkeley County, South Carolina, 29461

by U.S. Mail this 22nd day of April, 2026.

April J. Lilliston





Cobid € B

The South Carolina Court of Appeals

The State, Respondent,
V.
April Jarqvavia Lilliston, Appellant.

Appellate Case No. 2025-001673

ORDER

— T

Appellant April J. Lilliston has filed a motion to relieve her attorney, Julie Marie y
Shivers. The motion is Granted. The Division of Appellate Defense is appointed

to handle this appeal on behalf of Ms. Lilliston. Within ten days of the date of this

-order, counsel must order the transcript.

LA B ol

FOR THE COURT
Columbia, South Carolina

cc:

April J. Lilliston

Julie Marie Shivers, Esquire

Rachel Huddleston Janowski, Esquire
Mark Reynolds Farthing, Esquire
Alan McCrory Wilson, Esquire
Wanda H. Carter, Esquire

FILED
Sep 26 2025






E)dr\{b‘A’ v

The South Carolina Court of Appeals

JENNY ABBOTT KITCHINGS POST OFFICE BOX 11629
CLERK COLUMBIA, SOUTH CAROLINA 29211
1220 SENATE STREET
CATHERINE S. HARRISON COLUMBIA, SOUTH CAROLINA 29201
CHIEF DEPUTY CLERK

TELEPHONE: (803) 734-1890
FAX: (803) 734-1839
Www.sccourts.org

April 29, 2026

The Honorable Leah Guerry Dupree
PO Box 219
Moncks Corner SC 29461

REMITTITUR

Re: The State v. April J. Lilliston
Lower Court Case No. 2024GS0803222
Appellate Case No. 2025-001673

Dear Clerk of Court:

The above referenced matter is hereby remitted to the lower court or tribunal. A
copy of the judgment of this Court is enclosed.

Very truly yours,
CLERK

Enclosure

cc:  Rachel Huddleston Janowski, Esquire
Mark Reynolds Farthing, Esquire
Alan McCrory Wilson, Esquire






Wanda H. Carter, Esquire
Joanna Katherine Delany, Esquire
The Honorable Deadra L. Jefferson
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IN THE FAMILY COURT
NINTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
2024-DR-08-1041

STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINAF || _F [})

)
COUNTY OF BERKELEY 25 JIIN-3 AM1): S8

Ry minas
OF COURT

South Carolina Department
COUMDY, SC

of Social Services,

ORDER FOR JUDICIAL REVIEW

Plaintiff,
AND CASE CLOSURE

Vs,
April J Lilliston
Donnie Fussell
Eric White

Defendants.

IN THE INTEREST OF:

Donneria Lilliston DOB:10/11/2007
King L Fussell DOB:12/18/2008
Esani L. White DOB:3/4/2015

Minors Under the Age of 18 2024-DR-08-1041

Ernest J. Jarrett
May 21, 2025
John McCormick

PRESIDING JUDGE:
DATE OF HEARING:
ATTORNEY FOR PLAINTIFF:

BERKELEY COUNTY DSS:
DEFENDANT APRIL J LILLISTON:
DEFENDANT DONNIE FUSSELL:
DEFENDANT ERIC WHITE:

ATTORNEY FOR APRIL J LILLISTON:
GUARDIAN 4D LITEM:

ATTORNEY FOR GUARDIAN 4D LITEM:

COURT REPORTER:

DiNea Lowther

Present, Represented

Present, Pro Se

Not Present, Not Represented
Marissa Jacobson

Christine Williams

Mary Watters

Bonnie Britt

S OF RECORD N THIS COUNTY

t
LEAH GUERRY DUPRCE

CERTIFIED TRUE Coo)

This matter is before the Court for a Judicial Review hearing pursuant to S.C. Code Ann.

§63-7-1610(A) (Supp. 2009). This Court has jurisdiction over the parties and the subject matter

of this action. The Defendants were properly served with the Summons, Complaint, Notice of

Right to Counsel, and the Date, Time, and Place of the Hearing.

Appearances and representations were as listed above. Also present at this hearing was

Rachel Janowski, of the Ninth Circuit Solicitor’s Office, and Donneria Lilliston, the minor child,

and Angela McNichols, caregiver for the minor child, Esani L. White.
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CLERK OF COURTY

DATE

FAMILY COURT
BERKELEY COUNTY, S





The minor children, Donneria Lilliston, and Esani L. White, are in foster care. Donneria
Lilliston entered foster care on June 1, 2024, as a result of emergency protective custody and
have continuously been in DSS’ custody and foster care placement since that date. The minor
child, Esani L. White, entered foster care on March 4, 2025, by the presiding Judge Ernest J.
Jarrett at the Permanency Planning Hearing in this action. The minor child, King L. Fussell, is
not in foster care. A Merits Hearing was held on December 17, 2024, and the Court's order from
that hearing is in the file.

The following Exhibits were entered into evidence at this hearing without objection:
Plaintiff’s Exhibit #1 - April J. Lilliston’s criminal bond order filed June 3, 2024, Guardian ad
Litem s Exhibits #1 — Guardian ad Litem's Report prepared by Christine Williams for the action
filed in Berkeley County under Docket Number 2024-DR-08-1041; Guardian ad Litem s Exhibit
#2 - Guardian ad Litem's Report prepared by Christine Williams for this action; Guardian ad
Litem's.

At the commencement of the hearing, the Court was informed that the parties had
reached an agreement as to the recommendations of SCDSS for the minor child, Donneria
Lilliston. Based on the partial agreement of the parties, the testimony provided by SCDSS Foster
Care Supervisor, DiNea Lowther, and the minor child, Donneria Lilliston, the evidence
presented, an examination of the file and pleadings, and the recommendation of the Guardian ad
Litem, | make the following:

FINDINGS OF FACT

1. I find this Court has jurisdiction over the subject matter and the parties of this
action.

2. I find that Defendant, April J. Lilliston, has not remedied the conditions which
caused removal or intervention.

3. The permanent plan for the minor child, Donneria Lilliston is currently APPLA
pursuant to a prior order. At the commencement of the hearing, Donneria Lilliston addressed the
court. The child requested that her permanent plan be changed to “relative custody,” and for
custody of her to be granted to the Defendant, her father, Donnie Fussell. I find all parties,
including the Guardian ad Litem, stated that they are in agreement, they fully understand this
agreement and believe it to be fair, equitable, reasonable, and in the best interests of the minor

childign. Therefore, this agreement should be adopted as the order of the court.l will approve
]
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this agreement as the order of the court.

4. Permanent legal and physical custody, and guardianship, of the minor children,
Donneria Lilliston, and King L. Fussell, shall be granted to Defendant, Donnie Fussell.

5. SCDSS is authorized to forego services for reunification of the minor children
with Defendant, April J. Lilliston, due to her current criminal bond order. By way of
clarification, Defendant, April Lilliston, completed her court ordered treatment plan in this
matter, but the criminal bond order provides: 1) no contact with the minor child, Donneria
Lilliston; and 2) supervised contact with other minor children. Solicitor Janowski further
clarified that a recent motion to modify the bond order was denied by the Circuit Court.

6. Visitation between Defendant, April J. Lilliston, and the minor child, King L.
Fussell, should be sight and sound supervised and at the discretion of Defendant, Donnie Fussell.

7. There shall be no contact between Defendant, April Lilliston, and the minor child,
Donneria Lilliston.

8. I find that the Department has made reasonable efforts to finalize the permanent
plan for the minor child, Donneria Lilliston.

9, Further intervention is no longer necessary, and this case should close, and all

parties should be relieved.

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW

10.  Pursuant to South Carolina Code Ann., Section 63-3-530 (Supp. 2009), the Court
has jurisdiction over all matters asserted and issues raised in this litigation, both pendente lite and
permanently.

11.  Pursuant to South Carolina Code Ann., Section 63-7-20 (Supp. 2009), as
amended, an “abused or neglected child” means a child whose death results from or whose
physical or mental health or welfare is harmed or threatened with harm, as defined by items (3)
and (4), by the acts or omissions of the child’s parent, guardian, or other person responsible for
his welfare. “Child abuse or neglect” or “harm” to a child’s health or welfare are defined in
South Carolina Code Ann., Section 63-7-20 (Supp. 2009), subsections (3) and (4).

12.  Pursuant to South Carolina Code Ann., Section 63-7-1910 (Supp. 2009), as
amended, the purpose of this section is to establish a system for the identification of abused and
neglected children and those who are responsible for their welfare, to provide a system for the

coordination of reports concemning abused and neglected children, and to provide data for
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determining the incidence and prevalence of child abuse and neglect in this state.

13. Pursuant to South Carolina Code Ann., Section 63-7-1670(A) (Supp. 2009), as
amended, the purpose of this subarticle is to establish procedures for the Family Court to review
and approve treatment plans.

14.  Pursuant to South Carolina Code Ann., Section 63-7-1640 (Supp. 2009), as
amended, the purpose of this subarticle is to determine if there should be reasonable effort to
preserve or reunify family or terminate reasonable effort to preserve or reunify family.

15. Pursuant to South Carolina Code Ann., Section 63-7-1680 (Supp. 2009), as
amended, the purpose of this subarticle is to establish that upon investigation of a report received
under Section 63-7-930(A) or at any time during the delivery of services by the department, the
department may petition the family court to remove the children from custody of the parent,
guardian, or other person legally responsible for the children’s welfare if the department
determines by a preponderance of evidence that the children are abused or neglected children and
that the children cannot be safely maintained in the home in that they cannot be protected from
unreasonable risk of harm affecting the children’s life, physical health, safety, or mental well-
being without removal. If a noncustodial parent is not named as a party in the removal petition,
the agency shall exercise every reasonable effort to promptly notify the noncustodial parent that
a removal proceeding has been initiated and of the date and time of any hearings scheduled
pursuant to this section.

16. Pursuant to South Carolina Code Ann., Section 63-7-1680 (Supp. 2009), as
amended, the purpose of this subarticle is to establish procedures for a placement plan to be a
written document prepared by the department. To the extent possible, the plan must be prepared
with the participation of the parents or guardian of the children, the children, and any other
agency or individual that will be required to provide services in order to implement the plan.

THEREFORE, IT IS ORDERED that:

1. Legal and physical custody, and guardianship, of the minor children, Donneria
Lilliston, and King L Fussell, is hereby granted to the Defendant, Donnie Fussell. The
relationship between the custodian and the minor children is: Donnie Fussell is the father of the
minor children.

2. Visitation between the Defendant April J. Lilliston and the minor child, King L.
Fussell, shall be sight and sound supervised, and at the discretion of Defendant, Donnie Fussell.
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3. There shall be no contact between Defendant, April Lilliston, and the minor child,
Donneria Lilliston.

4. The Plaintiff is relieved from providing further services to this family.

s. The Plaintiff and Guardian ad Litem shall close their case. All court appointments

are hereby terminated, and this case shall close upon issuance of this order.

AND IT IS SO ORDERED.

T J. ETT A
PRESIDING FAMILY COURT JUDGE
AL CIRCUIT

Q/ 2025
South Carolina
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