From: John Fletcher

To: Court Of Appeals Filings

Cc: Chelci Avant; Jay Parker; Randy Murdaugh; Opah Levine-Sass; M. Dawes Cooke, Jr.
Subject: Grooms v. Barrel House Grille, LLC, Appellate Case No. 2024-001412

Date: Monday, May 4, 2026 10:16:13 AM

Attachments: 2026.05.04 Consent Motion to Dismiss Appeal (UNSTAMPED).pdf

Importance: High

*** EXTERNAL EMAIL: This email originated from outside the organization. Please
exercise caution before clicking any links or opening attachments. ***

Good morning,

Attached please find Appellant’s Consent Motion to Dismiss Appeal and the
Proof of Service for same. By this email, we are hereby submitting the attached for filing
in this matter.

We have copied counsel of record for Respondents and hereby serve the
attached upon them by email in accordance with the South Carolina Supreme Court's
Order re: Methods of Electronic Filing and Service Under Rule 262 of the South Carolina
Appellate Court Rules (As Amended May 6, 2022)

Payment for the associated filing fee shall be sent separately to the Court via
United States mail.

Respectfully,

JOHN W. FLETCHER

JFLETCHER@BARNWELL-WHALEY.COM
843-577-7700

BARNWELL-WHALEY.COM
BARNWELL WHALEY PATTERSON & HELMS LLC

FoL 958 211 KING STREET, SUITE 300
CHARLESTON, SC 29401

CONFIDENTIAL

Unless otherwise indicated or obvious from the nature of the following communication, the
information contained herein is confidential information/work product. The communication is
intended for the use of the individual or entity named above. If the reader of this transmission
is not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution or
copying of this communication is strictly prohibited. If you have received this communication
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THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA
In the Court of Appeals

APPEAL FROM COLLETON COUNTY
In the Court of Common Pleas for the First Judicial Circuit

The Honorable Benjamin C.P. Sapp, Special Referee

Appellate Case No. 2024-001412

John Grooms, Jr., As Personal Representative for the Estate of

Patricia ANN GIOOMS. ... ccceervierineeirienieseesenrieseesiesressseseessesiessseessessessessssaraenes Respondent,
V.
Barrel House Grille, LLC .....ooviiriiiriviereennneeererevnseseeesenssenes e Appellant.

APPELLANT'S CONSENT MOTION TO DISMISS APPEAL

Joseph D. Thompson, III, Esq. (S.C. # 66580)
HALL BOOTH SMITH, PC

111 Coleman Boulevard

Suite 301

Mount Pleasant, South Carolina 29464
Phone: (843) 720-3460

M. Dawes Cooke, Jr., Esq. (S.C. #1376)

John W, Fletcher, Esq. (S.C. #69550)

BARNWELL WHALEY PATTERSON &
HELMS, LLC

211 King Street, Suite 300 (29401)

PO Drawer H

Charleston, SC 29402

Phone: (843) 577-7700 Fax: (843) 577-7708

Counsel for Appellant Barrel House Grille,

LLC
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APPELLANT'S CONSENT MOTION TO DISMISS APPEAL

AND NOW COMES Appellant Barrel House Grille, LLC ("Barrel House"), by and
through its undersigned counsel, with the consent of opposing counsel, and moves this Court for
an Order dismissing this appeal:

1. Respondent John Grooms, Jr., As Personal Representative for the Estate of Patricia
Ann Grooms ("Plaintiff") filed this action on January 30, 2024 in the Court of Common Pleas of
Colleton County, South Carolina.

2. On May 14, 2024, Plaintiff filed a Notice of Motion for Default Judgment. the
Honorable Robert C. Bonds entered an Entry and Order of Default and referred the matter to a
Special Referee for a determination of damages and the entry of judgment:

3. By Order of Damages dated June 14, 20204 (and filed on June 17, 2024), after
conducting a hearing, Special Referee Benjamin C.P. Sapp directed the entry of judgment in the
amount of $10 million,

4, On August 27, 2024, Barrel House filed a Motion to Vacate Judgment Pursuant to
SCRCP 60 ("Motion to Vacate") in the Circuit Court because of "mistake, inadvertence and/or
excusable neglect due to the grave illness and resulting death of Defendant's prior attorney Kenneth
'KC' Campbell, Jr. that led directly to the entry of default and entry of the Order of Damages."
(See Aug. 27, 2024 Mot. to Vacate J. Pursuant to SCRCP 60, at 1).

5. On the same day, out of an abundance of caution, Appellant Barrel House also filed
the instant appeal from the Order of Damages.

6. On December 4, 2024, upon consent Motion, this Court entered an order holding
this appeal in abeyance.

7. On October 15, 2025, the trial court granted Barrel House's Motion to Vacate the
default judgment. Plaintiff then filed a motion for reconsideration, which the trial court denied on

February 20, 2026.
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8. On April 10, 2026, this Court advised the parties that: "This appeal will no longer

be held in abeyance. The initial brief of appellant and designation of matter is due to be served

and filed with thirty (30) days of the date of this letter."

9, In light of the granting of Appellant's Rule 60 Motion to Vacate, this appeal is moot.

10.  Therefore, Appellant hereby moves this Court to dismiss this appeal, with each

party to bear its own costs.

11. Counsel for Plaintiff has consented and agreed to the relief requested herein.

WHEREFORE, for the foregoing reasons, Appellant Barrel House Grille, LLC moves this

Honorable Court to dismiss this appeal.

WE CONSENT

PARKER LAW GROUP, LLP

By: palfv»g “’ZA— %@”’%ﬁ\

Chel S. Avant, Esq. (SC #10&,@67)

Randolph Murdaugh, IV, Esq. (SC
#64300)

John E. Parker, Jr., Esq. (SC #104225)

101 Mulberry Street East

Post Office Box 487

Hampton, SC 29924

Phone: 803-903-1781

Counsel for Respondent John Grooms,
Jr., As Personal Representative for the
Estate of Patricia Ann Grooms

May (/_{, 2026
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WE SO MOVE

HELMS, L

y: _ %

- Dawes-Cooke, Jr., Esq. (S.C. #1376)
Jo - Fletcher, Esq. (S.C. #69550)
2¥¥King Street, Suite 300 (29401)

BARNWE/I?MHKLE‘ﬁPATTERSON &

‘PO Drawer H

Charleston, SC 29402
Phone: (843) 577-7700 Fax: (843) 577-7708

Joseph D. Thompson, III, Esq. (S.C. # 66580)
HALL BOOTH SMITH, PC

111 Coleman Boulevard

Suite 301

Mount Pleasant, South Carolina 29464
Phone: (843) 720-3460

Counsel for Appellant Barrel House Grille,
LLC





THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA
In the Court of Appeals

APPEAL FROM COLLETON COUNTY
In the Court of Common Pleas for the First Judicial Circuit

The Honorable Benjamin C.P. Sapp, Special Referee

Appellate Case No. 2024-001412

John Grooms, Jr., As Personal Representative for the Estate of

Patricia ANn GIrOOMIS. .....c.ceeiiiieiieeieiieece ettt ettt ettt ens Respondent,

V.

Barrel House Grille, LILE s ms s s Appellant.
PROOF OF SERVICE

[ certify that [ have served the APPELLANT'S CONSENT MOTION TO DISMISS
APPEAL on counsel for the above-referenced Respondent by email in accordance with the South
Carolina Supreme Court's Order re: Methods of Electronic Filing and Service Under Rule 262 of
the South Carolina Appellate Court Rules (As Amended May 6, 2022) on May / , 2026,
addressed to her attorneys of record:

Chelci S. Avant, Esq.

Randolph Murdaugh, IV, Esq.

John E. Parker, Jr., Esq.

PARKER LAW GROUP, LLP

101 Mulberry Street East

Post Office Box 487

Hampton, SC 29924-0457

Phone: (803) 943-2111

Attorneys for Respondent J/@hn—G‘FD?ms, Jr., As Personal
Representative for the Estate of Patiicia Ann Grooms

BAR&EQ{XLEY PATTERSON & HELMS, LLC
By:

M. Dawés Cooke, Jr., Bsq. (S.C. #1376)

Tolir'W. Fletcher, Esq. (S.C. #69550)
%1 King Street, Suite 300 (29401)

PO Drawer H

Charleston, SC 29402

Phone: (843) 577-7700 Fax: (843) 577-7708
Counsel for Appellant Barrel House Grille, LLC
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in error or are not sure whether itis privileged, please immediately notify us by return e-mail
and destroy any copies, electronic, paper or otherwise, which you may have of this
communication.



