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*** EXTERNAL EMAIL: This email originated from outside the organization. Please
exercise caution before clicking any links or opening attachments. ***

Dear Ms. Kitchings:
 
Good afternoon. Please find attached for filing the Respondents’ Reply in Support of Motion to
Dismiss Appeal along with Exhibits O and P. Our Proof of Service is also attached. We would
greatly appreciate your filing these on our behalf and sending back the date-stamped copies.
 
We are including all counsel of record on this email. Of course, please contact us if you need
any additional information or if you cannot access the attachments for any reason.
 
With best regards,
 

Frank Blanchard ​​​​

|Attorney at Law|

40 Calhoun Street, Suite 450

Charleston, SC 29401

Office: (843) 577-6726 | Fax: (843) 724-8036
 

Direct Phone: (843) 266-8123 | Direct Fax: (843) 266-2232
 

dblanchard@rosenhagood.com
www.rosenhagood.com

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE
This electronic mail transmission and any accompanying documents contain information belonging to the sender which may be
confidential and legally privileged. This information is intended only for the use of the individual or entity to whom it is addressed. If you
are not the intended recipient, any disclosure, copying, distribution, or action taken in reliance on the contents of the information
contained in this transmission is strictly prohibited. If you have received this transmission in error, please immediately notify us by
telephone at (843) 577-6726 and delete the message. Thank you.
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 THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA 
 IN THE COURT OF APPEALS 
 _____________________ 
 
 APPEAL FROM CHARLESTON COUNTY 
 Court of Common Pleas 


Thomas J. Rode, Circuit Judge 
 _____________________ 
 


Appellate Case No. 2026-001070 
 Court of Common Pleas Case No. 2024-CP-10-04752 


Probate Court Case No. 2022-ES-10-00235 
 _____________________ 
 


IN RE: ESTATE OF JAMES L. STROBEL, Deceased, 
 
DANIEL LLOYD STROBEL; JAMES ANDREW STROBEL; JOHN ANTHONY STROBEL; 
and PETER NICHOLAS STROBEL, 


Respondents, 
 v. 
 


PAULA M. STROBEL, as Personal Representative of the Estate of James L. Strobel 
and individually; DOROTHY ELIZABETH STROBEL BELL, as an interested person; 
and ZOIE P. OGLETREE, as an interested person, 


Defendants, 
 


of whom PAULA M. STROBEL, as Personal Representative of the Estate of James 
L. Strobel and individually; and DOROTHY ELIZABETH STROBEL BELL, as an 
interested person, are the 


Appellants. 
 _____________________ 
 


RESPONDENTS’ REPLY IN SUPPORT OF MOTION TO DISMISS APPEAL 
 _____________________ 
 


Respondents Daniel Lloyd Strobel, James Andrew Strobel. John Anthony Strobel. and 


Peter Nicholas Strobel (“Respondents”) hereby submit this reply in support of their motion for an 


order dismissing this appeal on the grounds that the circuit court’s interlocutory orders which are 


the subject of the appeal are not directly or immediately appealable. 


Respondents’ motion explains why the circuit court’s orders are not immediately 


appealable. Those orders denied Appellant Paula M. Strobel’s request to amend her pleading to 
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add a counterclaim for civil conspiracy and denied her request for a jury trial pursuant to SCRCP 


39(b). See Motion to Dismiss Appeal “Exhibit J” & “Exhibit L.” The orders do not strike out any 


pleading; instead, they merely deny Appellant Strobel’s request for leave to amend her pleading. 


The orders also do not deny any right to a jury trial as a matter of right under Rule 38; rather, 


they deny Appellant Strobel’s request for jury trial as a matter of the court’s discretion under 


Rule 39(b). Our case law could not be clearer that these orders are not immediately appealable. 


The Return filed by Appellants Paula M. Strobel and Dorothy Elizabeth Strobel Bell 


(“Appellants”) fails to show otherwise. Respondents will refrain from simply repeating here the 


arguments made in their motion.  


Instead, Respondents feel compelled to briefly respond to those portions of the Return 


that attempt to articulate a rationale for why the court could refuse to enforce the written 


separation agreement dated March 4, 1977, which their late father, James L. Strobel 


(“Decedent”), executed with their mother, Defendant Zoie P. Ogletree (“Defendant Ogletree”), 


and which was filed with the Dorchester County Family Court on April 18, 1977. As discussed 


in Respondents’ motion, the terms of the separation agreement required Decedent to make an 


irrevocable will leaving the greater of $25,000 or 50% of his estate to Respondents in equal 


shares. At the time it was executed, Respondents were minor children. 


To date, Appellants have not uncovered or produced any evidence showing that either 


Decedent or Defendant Ogletree ever rescinded or attempted to terminate the separation 


agreement. No such evidence is mentioned in Appellants’ Return. No agreement rescinding the 


separation agreement is cited or attached. No court order terminating the agreement or finding it 


to be invalid or no longer in effect is cited or attached. While the Return does attach various 


documents filed in the Family Court showing that Decedent and Defendant Ogletree at times 
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claimed the other had failed to comply with particular provisions of the separation agreement, 


none of those documents suggest that Decedent or Defendant Ogletree ever asserted the 


separation agreement is illegal, invalid, or not binding for any reason. To the contrary, those 


same documents show that Decedent or Defendant Ogletree wanted the Family Court to enforce 


the separation agreement’s obligations. 


The separation agreement remained in effect for forty-five years during which time the 


Decedent fully enjoyed the benefits of that agreement until his death on January 3, 2022. Now 


that Decedent is dead and his four sons (Respondents) are asking the court to enforce the 


agreement’s requirement that they receive a portion of their father’s estate, Appellants’ lawyers 


have recently concocted a new legal theory untethered to the evidence in an attempt to jettison 


the agreement. This new theory is that the separation agreement “was specifically designed to 


evade the protections and policy considerations embedded into the South Carolina law,” that 


Decedent and Defendant Ogletree “decided to evade South Carolina law by obtaining a 


Dominican Republic Mutual-Consent Divorce, also known as a ‘quicky divorce,’” that the 


“separation agreement appears to be tailormade to facilitate an illegal quicky divorce in the 


Dominican Republic,” and “the separation agreement was part of a coordinated scheme [by 


Decedent and Defendant Ogletree] to evade South Carolina divorce law.” See Return pp.2, 4, 7.1 


 
1 The separation agreement nowhere refers to the Dominican Republic, doesn’t say its validity is 
dependent or contingent upon a divorce ever being obtained, and nowhere mentions that 
Decedent or Defendant Ogletree intended to seek a divorce in the Dominican Republic. In short, 
Appellants’ new theory is based upon extrinsic evidence not contained in the separation 
agreement itself. This evidence is inadmissible “to contradict, add to, subtract from, vary or 
explain its terms.” Proffitt v. Sitton, 244 S.C. 206, 136 S.E.2d 257, 259 (1964); Gilliland v. 
Elmwood Properties, 301 S.C. 295, 391 S.E.2d 577, 581 (1990). Evidence of conversations and 
parol agreements between the parties prior to or contemporaneous with the written contract are 
considered to have been merged therein so that they cannot be given in evidence for the purpose 
of changing the contract or showing the intention or understanding different from that expressed 
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Appellants fail to apprise the court of any evidence showing such a “coordinated scheme” 


ever existed. In fact, their Return conspicuously fails to disclose to this Court that Defendant 


Ogletree never traveled to the Dominican Republic, she was unaware that Decedent had ever 


traveled to the Dominican Republic supposedly to obtain a divorce, and she didn’t know 


anything about Decedent obtaining a divorce in the Dominican Republic. See Exhibit O 


attached pp. 193-97, 199-200, 209-11, 215-18. Far from showing a “coordinated scheme,” the 


only evidence in the record suggests that Decedent went to the Dominican Republic by himself 


without Defendant Ogletree’s knowledge and he possibly unilaterally pursued a divorce from her 


in that country. While Appellants argue that Decedent did obtain a divorce from Defendant 


Ogletree in the Dominican Republic on March 15, 1977, they have failed to produce any such 


divorce decree. The Family Court has no record of any divorce decree issued in the Dominican 


Republic or any other jurisdiction. Appellants apparently contend that Decedent and Defendant 


Ogletree supposedly schemed to obtain an illegal divorce which no one can find. While 


Appellants point out that Decedent and Defendant Ogletree thought they were divorced, the mere 


fact they thought they were divorced does not constitute a valid divorce. 


In any event, whether Decedent and Defendant Ogletree ever actually divorced has no 


bearing on the enforceability of Decedent’s obligations under the separation agreement, which is 


one of the reasons why Judge Rode refused to allow Appellant Strobel to amend her pleading to 


interject that claim into this case. Respondents have consistently argued in the circuit court that 


there is no evidence that either Decedent or Defendant Ogletree ever rescinded or attempted to 


terminate the separation agreement and the separation agreement nowhere says its validity is 


dependent or contingent upon a divorce ever being obtained. See Exhibit P attached pp. 44-48. 


 
in the written agreement. Allen-Parker Co. v. Lollis, 257 S.C. 266, 185 S.E.2d 739, 742 (1971); 
Davis v. KB Home of S. Carolina, Inc., 394 S.C. 116, 713 S.E.2d 799, 805 (Ct. App. 2011). 
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Judge Rode agreed with Respondents. He saw through Appellants’ transparent attempt to 


manufacture an excuse for evading the separation agreement’s requirements. In his order 


denying Appellant Strobel’s motion to amend her pleading to add a counterclaim for civil 


conspiracy, he ruled as follows: 


Further, although the precise allegations of Defendant Strobel’s proposed 
counterclaim are unknown given the absence of a proposed amended pleading, 
her counsel expressed at the hearing that her proposed new claim is based on 
theories that the Decedent and Defendant Ogletree supposedly conspired with 
each other in 1977 or acted in pari delicto to obtain an illegal divorce from a court 
in the Dominican Republic. These arguments are not stated in Defendant Strobel’s 
motion and were raised for the first time at the hearing. Even assuming arguendo 
these arguments were properly raised, Plaintiffs’ counsel pointed out in response 
that the separation agreement between Decedent and Defendant Ogletree which 
they seek to enforce was executed prior to any divorce between Decedent and 
Defendant Ogletree in the Dominican Republic and the agreement does not 
provide it is dependent or contingent upon the parties ever obtaining a valid 
divorce. Plaintiffs assert the separation agreement is valid even if the divorce is 
illegal or invalid. 


 
Settled law recognizes an important caveat to the general rule that courts will not 
enforce an illegal contract. In Nelson v. Bryant, 265 S.C. 558, 220 S.E.2d 647 
(1975), the court held that despite the rule that the courts will not enforce an 
illegal transaction, “the principle is recognized that, if there is an independent 
contract, not forbidden by law, on which the action is brought, the independent 
contract is enforceable even though it be with respect to the proceeds of an illegal 
transaction.” Nelson v. Bryant, 265 S.C. 558, 561, 220 S.E.2d 647, 648 (1975); 
see also Graham v. Graham, 276 S.C. 341, 343, 278 S.E.2d 345, 346 (1981) 
(holding that subsequent agreement to sell portions of property obtained through 
an illegal scheme to chill bids at a judicial sale was valid and enforceable contract 
despite the invalidity of the prior scheme); Cherry v. Thomasson, 276 S.C. 524, 
527, 280 S.E.2d 541, 542 (1981) (“Equity will allow a party to recover on an 
enforceable, legal contract as long as the right to be vindicated arises under that 
contract and not under an independent illegal agreement.”). In this case, even if 
the divorce between Decedent and Defendant Ogletree is illegal or void for some 
reason, the separation agreement is independent and separate from any divorce 
between them. It is enforceable despite an invalid divorce. 


 
See Motion to Dismiss Appeal Exh. J pp. 9-10.  


 Judge Rode rightfully refused to allow Appellant Strobel to raise a new counterclaim that 


will not have a chance of success based on the facts and the law. If Appellant Strobel feels this 
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ruling was wrong, then she can appeal it once a final judgment has been entered. However, at 


this point, Judge Rode’s ruling is interlocutory and not immediately appealable. 


In conclusion, Respondents respectfully request an order of this court dismissing this 


appeal and remanding the matter to the circuit court for further proceedings. 


ROSEN HAGOOD, LLC  
 
By:/s/ Daniel F. Blanchard, III 
Daniel F. Blanchard, III (SC Bar No. 65342) 
Taylor B. Ambrosius (SC Bar No. 105933) 
40 Calhoun Street, Suite 450 
Charleston, SC 29401 
(843) 577-6726 telephone 
dblanchard@rosenhagood.com 
tambrosius@rosenhagood.com  


April 30, 2026.    ATTORNEYS FOR RESPONDENTS 
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·1· · · · · · ·IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS
· · · · · · · · ·STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA
·2· · · · · · · · ·COUNTY OF CHARLESTON


·3
· · IN RE: ESTATE OF
·4· JAMES L. STROBEL, Deceased,


·5· DANIEL LLOYD STROBEL;
· · JAMES ANDREW STROBEL; JOHN
·6· ANTHONY STROBEL; and
· · PETER NICHOLAS STROBEL
·7
· · · ·Plaintiffs,
·8
· · vs.· · · · · · · · · · · · · CIVIL ACTION NUMBER
·9· · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · 2024-CP-10-04752


10· PAULA M. STROBEL, as Personal Representative of
· · the Estate of James L. Strobel and individually;
11· DOROTHY ELIZABETH STROBEL BELL, as an interested
· · person; and ZOIE P. OGLETREE, as an interested
12· person,


13· · ·Defendant.


14· ---------------------------/


15· · · · · ·The videotaped deposition of


16· OF ZOIE P. OGLETREE, a defendant in the


17· above-entitled cause, taken pursuant to Notice


18· and agreement, before Naomi McCracken


19· Stenographic Court Reporter and Notary Public,


20· and Charles "Chuck" T. Nussbaum, Jr., Legal


21· Videographer, at the office of Saxton & Stump,


22· LLC, located at 151 Meeting Street, Suite 400,


23· Charleston, South Carolina,, on the 19th day of


24· June, 2025, commencing at or about the hour of


25· 10:12 A.M.


O







·1· ·expect and want?


·2· · · ·Q· · You'll -- you'll have to talk to your


·3· ·attorney about that, ma'am.· It's got everything


·4· ·to do with this, about what you expect and want.


·5· · · · · · In any event, there's an allegation


·6· ·that after that, Jimmy went to the Dominican


·7· ·Republic.


·8· · · · · · Are you aware of that?


·9· · · ·A· · No.


10· · · ·Q· · Did you know he was going to go to the


11· ·Dominican Republic?


12· · · ·A· · No.


13· · · ·Q· · All right.


14· · · ·A· · He must have had a trip over there.


15· · · ·Q· · I'm sorry?


16· · · ·A· · Deed he have a trip over there for


17· ·something?


18· · · ·Q· · Well, I don't know --


19· · · ·A· · A business trip?


20· · · ·Q· · -- I was barely born.


21· · · · · · This is my question to you, and I want


22· ·to make sure you understand this and answer it


23· ·very carefully.


24· · · · · · Did you sign documents at Messervy's


25· ·office?







·1· · · ·A· · Messervy's office?


·2· · · ·Q· · The lawyer.


·3· · · ·A· · Uh-huh.


·4· · · ·Q· · So that Jimmy could go down to the


·5· ·Dominican Republic?


·6· · · ·A· · No.


·7· · · · · · MR. GHOM:· Object to the form.


·8· · · · · · THE WITNESS:· I didn't sign papers


·9· · · for him to go to the Dominican


10· · · Republic.


11· BY MR. TWOMBLEY:


12· · · ·Q· · Okay.· So it's your testimony under


13· ·oath that you had no knowledge that Jimmy was


14· ·going to go to the Dominican Republic after this


15· ·agreement was signed?


16· · · ·A· · No.


17· · · ·Q· · And if there are some documents down


18· ·there that have got your signature on them,


19· ·you're telling us that'd be a forgery because


20· ·you didn't sign them?


21· · · · · · MR. GHOM:· Object to form.


22· · · · · · THE WITNESS:· I didn't sign


23· · · anything about him going to the


24· · · Dominican Republic.


25







·1· BY MR. TWOMBLEY:


·2· · · ·Q· · So that --


·3· · · ·A· · I didn't sign anything like that.  I


·4· ·didn't sign anything.· No, I didn't.


·5· · · ·Q· · Do you know if there are some documents


·6· ·down in the Dominican Republic that bear your


·7· ·signature?


·8· · · ·A· · There is?


·9· · · ·Q· · I'm asking you, are the --


10· · · ·A· · I don't think so.


11· · · ·Q· · Have you been down there to look?


12· · · ·A· · To the Dominican Republic?


13· · · ·Q· · Yes.


14· · · ·A· · You think I would go into the Dominican


15· ·Republic?


16· · · ·Q· · I didn't really mean have you been down


17· ·there to look.· But have you tried to look and


18· ·find to see if there's any documents down there


19· ·that the court system has --


20· · · ·A· · No, I haven't.


21· · · ·Q· · -- that bear your signature?


22· · · ·A· · No.


23· · · ·Q· · And your testimony is, under oath, that


24· ·you had absolutely no knowledge that Jimmy went


25· ·to the Dominican Republic after this document







·1· ·was signed?


·2· · · ·A· · No.


·3· · · · · · MR. DAVID:· Object to the form.


·4· · · · · · THE WITNESS:· No.


·5· BY MR. TWOMBLEY:


·6· · · ·Q· · When did you first find out that he had


·7· ·been to the Dominican Republic?


·8· · · ·A· · When did I find out he went?· I didn't


·9· ·know he went to the Dominican -- what's this --


10· ·what's this about, the Dominican Republic?· What


11· ·is this about?


12· · · ·Q· · Ma'am, I'm here to find out from you.


13· ·I guarantee I can't tell you.· I was one year


14· ·old in Dillon, South Carolina.


15· · · ·A· · Huh?


16· · · ·Q· · So you don't know anything about the


17· ·Dominican Republic, you've never been there,


18· ·you've never signed any documents that can be


19· ·taken down there, and you don't even know how


20· ·that's got any connection to this dispute here?


21· · · ·A· · No, I don't.


22· · · ·Q· · Okay.


23· · · ·A· · Dominican Republic, what are you


24· ·talking about?


25· · · ·Q· · Have you ever told anyone that Jimmy







·1· ·went to the Dominican Republic to get a quickie


·2· ·divorce?


·3· · · ·A· · Well, didn't I just say no?


·4· · · ·Q· · I'm trying to make sure you're not


·5· ·going to change your answer.


·6· · · ·A· · No, I'm not --


·7· · · ·Q· · Because --


·8· · · ·A· · -- changing --


·9· · · · · · (Crosstalk.)


10· BY MR. TWOMBLEY:


11· · · ·Q· · -- sometimes you say no and then I ask


12· ·you five minutes later.· So I'm trying to make


13· ·sure I got the right answer.


14· · · · · · Don't you think that's a good idea?


15· · · ·A· · That's the right answer.· You got the


16· ·right answer.


17· · · · · · MR. GHOM:· Objection.


18· · · Argumentative.


19· · · · · · THE WITNESS:· Dominican Republic.


20· BY MR. TWOMBLEY:


21· · · ·Q· · So if I understand correctly -- I know


22· ·we've talked about this, but I just want to make


23· ·sure I got it straight.


24· · · · · · But your memory and intent was that


25· ·when you signed this document that's Plaintiff's







·1· · · We're going off the video.


·2· · · · · · · ·(Whereupon, a break was


·3· · · · · · · ·taken from 3:34 P.M.


·4· · · · · · · ·until 3:56 P.M.)


·5· · · · · · THE VIDEOGRAPHER:· It's now 3:56.


·6· · · We're going back on the video.


·7· BY MR. TWOMBLEY:


·8· · · ·Q· · You ready to continue.


·9· · · ·A· · No.


10· · · ·Q· · No?


11· · · ·A· · I'm tired.


12· · · ·Q· · I am too.· Okay.· Just a couple of


13· ·hopefully quick follow-ups.


14· · · · · · Presumably since you didn't know


15· ·that -- or hadn't heard about Jimmy going to the


16· ·Dominican Republic, you can't say one way or


17· ·another whether or not he actually went down


18· ·there; correct?


19· · · ·A· · No.


20· · · ·Q· · And you don't know if he did go down


21· ·there, for what purpose he went?


22· · · ·A· · I don't know.


23· · · ·Q· · You don't know how long he stayed down


24· ·there?


25· · · ·A· · No.







·1· · · ·Q· · You don't know if he made a residence


·2· ·down there?


·3· · · ·A· · If he made what?


·4· · · ·Q· · Residence.


·5· · · ·A· · No, I don't think.


·6· · · ·Q· · Well, why do you --


·7· · · ·A· · Why would he make residence?


·8· · · ·Q· · Well, why do you say you don't think


·9· ·so?· I thought you didn't know anything about


10· ·it.


11· · · ·A· · I don't know.· I don't know why he


12· ·would go down there and live, why he'd


13· ·go look -- go there and look?


14· · · ·Q· · Why would he go down there, period?


15· · · ·A· · Well, he traveled all over the world.


16· ·I thought that was somewhere where he had a job


17· ·or something.


18· · · ·Q· · Okay.· Okay.· So you don't know if he


19· ·went down there, how long he stayed, or what his


20· ·purpose for going down there was --


21· · · ·A· · No.


22· · · ·Q· · -- correct?


23· · · ·A· · Yeah.


24· · · ·Q· · We talked about some of the questions


25· ·we had sent to you.· And, I mean, I don't -- I







·1· · · going back on the video.


·2· · · · · · · · · ·CROSS-EXAMINATION


·3· BY MR. BLANCHARD:


·4· · · ·Q· · Ms. Ogletree, good afternoon.· I know


·5· ·it's been a long day for you.


·6· · · ·A· · It has.


·7· · · ·Q· · I'm Frank Blanchard, I represent your


·8· ·four sons in this case that's in circuit court


·9· ·now.· I'm not going whole lot of questions but I


10· ·did want to ask just a few.


11· · · · · · Mr. Twombley had asked you earlier


12· ·today about Plaintiff's Exhibit Number 1.· If


13· ·you could take a look at that document, and I


14· ·just wanted to ask if you could turn to the --


15· ·looks like the fifth page.


16· · · · · · And is that your signature on the


17· ·bottom right -- no, ma'am.· I'll show you the


18· ·fifth page.· It looks like this.· It's probably


19· ·two pages back.


20· · · ·A· · That right there?


21· · · ·Q· · Yeah.· Is that your signature?


22· · · ·A· · Yes.


23· · · ·Q· · And is that James Strobel's signature


24· ·above it?


25· · · · · · MR. TWOMBLEY:· Object to the form.







·1· · · · · · THE WITNESS:· It looks, I think,


·2· · · from what I remember, it looks like


·3· · · his.


·4· BY MR. BLANCHARD:


·5· · · ·Q· · Okay.· Are you familiar with his


·6· ·signature?


·7· · · ·A· · I think so.


·8· · · ·Q· · Do you know who the witnesses are on


·9· ·the left side?· It looks a Ms. Miller, Mary Ruth


10· ·Miller?· Do you recognize that name?


11· · · ·A· · No.· I don't know who that was.


12· · · ·Q· · Okay.· Now, this document is dated


13· ·March 4th, 1977.


14· · · · · · And at that time, you and James Strobel


15· ·would have been married; correct?


16· · · ·A· · March 4th, when?


17· · · ·Q· · March 4th, 1977, you and James were


18· ·married at --


19· · · ·A· · Yeah, yeah.· We were separated then.


20· ·It says separation agreement.


21· · · ·Q· · Okay.· And so Mr. Twombley asked you a


22· ·bunch of questions about this and he referred to


23· ·it at times as the divorce agreement or part of


24· ·the divorce --


25· · · ·A· · Yes.· It says separation.· Yeah.







·1· · · ·Q· · Right.· And when I read through this


·2· ·document, I actually don't see the term divorce


·3· ·used in the document or a divorce actually


·4· ·discussed in this document.


·5· · · ·A· · Um-hmm.


·6· · · ·Q· · Are you aware of that?


·7· · · · · · MR. TWOMBLEY:· Object to the form.


·8· BY MR. BLANCHARD:


·9· · · ·Q· · You can answer.


10· · · ·A· · What?


11· · · ·Q· · He just objected to the form of the


12· ·question.


13· · · · · · To your knowledge, does this document


14· ·use the term divorce or refer to a divorce?


15· · · · · · MR. TWOMBLEY:· Object to the form.


16· · · · · · THE WITNESS:· This is -- this is


17· · · not a divorce, this is a separation.


18· BY MR. BLANCHARD:


19· · · ·Q· · Gotcha.· So let me ask you about the


20· ·next page.· And this is still part of Exhibit


21· ·Number 1.· You'll see a document that says


22· ·addendum to separation agreement.


23· · · · · · And is that your signature on the right


24· ·side of that page?


25· · · ·A· · Yes.







·1· ·into by the parties on the 4th day of March 1977


·2· ·is confirmed.· Witness our hands and seals this


·3· ·17th day of July, 1978."


·4· · · · · · So this document would have been dated


·5· ·July 17, 1978?


·6· · · ·A· · Um-hmm.


·7· · · · · · MR. TWOMBLEY:· Object to the form.


·8· BY MR. BLANCHARD:


·9· · · ·Q· · And this -- this provision says that


10· ·the separation agreement is confirmed.


11· · · · · · Do you see that?


12· · · ·A· · It says separation agreement heretofore


13· ·entered into my -- is this what you're saying?


14· · · ·Q· · Yes.


15· · · ·A· · On the 4th day, confirmed.


16· · · ·Q· · Okay.


17· · · ·A· · I guess so.


18· · · ·Q· · So in discovery in this case, the


19· ·lawyers for the parties have exchanged requests


20· ·for documents.· And so far, no party has


21· ·produced a copy of an actual divorce decree.


22· · · ·A· · Um-hmm.


23· · · ·Q· · An order granting a divorce.


24· · · · · · Do you know whether an actual divorce


25· ·decree or order granting a divorce was ever







·1· ·entered --


·2· · · · · · MR. TWOMBLEY:· Object to the form.


·3· BY MR. BLANCHARD:


·4· · · ·Q· · -- between and you James Strobel?


·5· · · ·A· · I don't know.


·6· · · ·Q· · Okay.· Do you have a copy of such an


·7· ·order or divorce degree?


·8· · · ·A· · I don't know.· I'll have to look.


·9· · · ·Q· · Okay.


10· · · ·A· · I have a file cabinet that's been there


11· ·for ages.· But then I have -- well, I have


12· ·another file cabinet, which is my will.· I don't


13· ·know if his -- I don't know if anything of his


14· ·is in there.· But I have a file cabinet I can


15· ·look into.


16· · · ·Q· · So you're going to search those


17· ·records?


18· · · ·A· · I can search.


19· · · ·Q· · Okay.· As we sit here today, do you


20· ·know whether you have a copy of an actual order


21· ·or divorce decree granting a divorce between you


22· ·and James Strobel?


23· · · ·A· · No.· I don't know.


24· · · ·Q· · Did you ever go to the Dominican


25· ·Republic to obtain a divorce from Mr. Strobel?







·1· · · ·A· · No.· I couldn't afford to go there


·2· ·anyway.


·3· · · · · · MR. TWOMBLEY:· I can't hear.


·4· · · · · · MADAM COURT REPORTER:· We can't --


·5· · · · · · THE WITNESS:· I couldn't afford to


·6· · · go there anyway.


·7· BY MR. BLANCHARD:


·8· · · ·Q· · And to your knowledge, did Mr. Strobel,


·9· ·James Strobel, ever move to the Dominican


10· ·Republic and start living there as a resident of


11· ·the --


12· · · ·A· · No.


13· · · ·Q· · -- Dominican Republic?


14· · · ·A· · That I know of, no.· I don't know.· But


15· ·I don't know.· I don't know.· I don't remember.


16· ·I wouldn't -- I don't know.· I don't think he'd


17· ·go to the Dominican Republic and stay there.


18· · · ·Q· · Did Mr. --


19· · · ·A· · I don't know.


20· · · ·Q· · Did James Strobel ever tell you, I went


21· ·and moved and I am now a resident of the


22· ·Dominican Republic?


23· · · ·A· · No.


24· · · · · · MR. TWOMBLEY:· Object to the form.


25· BY MR. BLANCHARD:







·1· · · ·Q· · Did Paula Strobel ever tell you that


·2· ·James Strobel had moved to the Dominican


·3· ·Republic?


·4· · · ·A· · No.


·5· · · ·Q· · Did anyone ever tell you that James


·6· ·Strobel had moved to the Dominican Republic and


·7· ·that was now his residence?


·8· · · · · · MR. TWOMBLEY:· Object to the form.


·9· · · · · · THE WITNESS:· No.


10· BY MR. BLANCHARD:


11· · · ·Q· · Mr. Twombley asked you some questions


12· ·about things that you received after Ollie


13· ·Ogletree passed away.


14· · · · · · And I think you mentioned you received


15· ·a house that you were living in with


16· ·Mr. Ogletree; correct?


17· · · ·A· · It was ours.


18· · · ·Q· · Okay.· Do you recall whether you


19· ·received that house through what is called right


20· ·of survivorship where the house became yours


21· ·automatically when he died?


22· · · ·A· · Yes.


23· · · · · · MR. TWOMBLEY:· Object to form.


24· BY MR. BLANCHARD:


25· · · ·Q· · You did not receive that house through
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 1             IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS
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 3
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 4  JAMES L. STROBEL, Deceased,

 5  DANIEL LLOYD STROBEL;

    JAMES ANDREW STROBEL; JOHN

 6  ANTHONY STROBEL; and

    PETER NICHOLAS STROBEL

 7

       Plaintiffs,

 8

    vs.                          CIVIL ACTION NUMBER

 9                                2024-CP-10-04752

10  PAULA M. STROBEL, as Personal Representative of

    the Estate of James L. Strobel and individually;

11  DOROTHY ELIZABETH STROBEL BELL, as an interested

    person; and ZOIE P. OGLETREE, as an interested

12  person,

13     Defendant.

14  ---------------------------/

15           The videotaped deposition of

16  OF ZOIE P. OGLETREE, a defendant in the

17  above-entitled cause, taken pursuant to Notice

18  and agreement, before Naomi McCracken

19  Stenographic Court Reporter and Notary Public,

20  and Charles "Chuck" T. Nussbaum, Jr., Legal

21  Videographer, at the office of Saxton & Stump,

22  LLC, located at 151 Meeting Street, Suite 400,

23  Charleston, South Carolina,, on the 19th day of

24  June, 2025, commencing at or about the hour of

25  10:12 A.M.
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 1            THE VIDEOGRAPHER:  It's now 10:12

 2      A.M. and we're on the video.

 3            Will the court reporter please

 4      swear the witness?

 5                    ZOIE OGLETREE,

 6  having been produced and first duly sworn as a

 7  witness, testified as follows:

 8                  DIRECT EXAMINATION

 9  BY MR. TWOMBLEY:

10       Q    Good morning.  My name's Ashley

11   Twombley.  I'm a lawyer down in Beaufort, and

12   we're here today to take your deposition in this

13   case that's pending here in Charleston Probate

14   Court.

15       A    Um-hmm.

16       Q    Well now in Charleston Circuit Court.

17            Have you ever had your deposition taken

18   before?

19       A    No.

20       Q    Okay.  Do you know what a deposition

21   is?

22       A    No.

23       Q    The purpose of it is?

24       A    No.

25       Q    No one's explained that to you?
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 1       A    Hmm-mm.  I should know, I have a lawyer

 2   for a son.

 3       Q    Well, the purpose of us being here

 4   today is to find out what you know or don't know

 5   to related to the dispute.

 6       A    Um-hmm.

 7       Q    And I'm going to ask you some questions

 8   and you're supposed to truthfully answer them.

 9            You understand that; correct?

10       A    Of course.

11       Q    Okay.  Now, I know we're not in a

12   courtroom and there's no judge here.  But the

13   oath that the court reporter just administered

14   to you --

15       A    Um-hmm.

16       Q    -- is the same oath that you would take

17   and carries the same implications if you were in

18   a courtroom in front of a judge and had put your

19   hand on the Bible and swore to tell the truth --

20       A    Right.

21       Q    -- and the whole truth.

22            You understand that?

23       A    Yeah.

24       Q    Okay.  And you also understand that,

25   you know, part of the oath that you took is not
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 1   only to tell the truth, but to tell the whole

 2   truth.

 3       A    Of course.

 4       Q    Okay.  And are you prepared to do that

 5   this morning?

 6       A    Well, yeah.

 7       Q    Okay.  Is there anything about your

 8   physical, mental, or emotional condition that

 9   would prevent you from understanding my

10   questions and providing truthful answers to

11   them?

12       A    I don't think so.

13       Q    Okay.

14       A    I might not be able to hear you.

15       Q    Okay.  Well, other -- if you can't hear

16   me, will you let me know?

17       A    Yes, sir.  Of course.

18       Q    Okay.  And I'll be happy to repeat the

19   question if you don't hear it.

20            Other than that, though, there's

21   nothing about your health condition, mental

22   condition, emotional condition that would

23   prevent you from understanding my questions and

24   providing truthful answers to them?

25       A    No.  I don't think so.
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 1       Q    Okay.  Do you understand that the

 2   testimony you give today --

 3       A    Um-hmm.

 4       Q    -- is going to be relied on in the

 5   future and may dictate, you know, what happens

 6   in this legal proceeding?

 7       A    Yes.

 8       Q    Okay.  Okay.  Do you have any questions

 9   for me before I get started?

10       A    Let's see.

11            No, I don't think so.

12       Q    Okay.  A couple of other things I

13   wanted to mention, if you need a break at any

14   time today, you just let us know.  We can break

15   if you need to use the --

16       A    It's going take that long?

17       Q    I'm sorry?

18       A    It's going take that long?

19       Q    Well, I don't know how long it's going

20   to take, it depends on what your testimony is.

21   But if we need a break, you can ask to have a

22   break, and we'll be happy to take one.

23       A    Sure.

24       Q    Okay?  But there's a rule about breaks,

25   and that is --
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 1       A    Can't talk.

 2       Q    -- you can't talk to anybody about your

 3   testimony at all.

 4       A    Right.

 5       Q    So if we do break, you know, you don't

 6   talk to anybody about what was said.  Okay?

 7       A    Okay.

 8       Q    Or about what's going on in the

 9   deposition or the case in general.

10            This is my opportunity to talk to you

11   --

12       A    Um-hmm.

13       Q    -- and find out what you know.

14       A    Um-hmm.

15       Q    Not what you're lawyers might know, not

16   what they think about my questions.

17       A    Right.

18       Q    Today's supposed to be me and you.

19   Okay?

20       A    Um-hmm.

21       Q    Now, they may object to my question --

22   well, first of all, do you understand that, that

23   this is my opportunity to talk to you and find

24   out what you know?

25       A    Right.
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 1       Q    Okay.  Your lawyers may object to one

 2   of the questions that I ask you --

 3       A    My --

 4       Q    -- okay?

 5       A    -- lawyers?

 6       Q    Your lawyer might do that.  If they

 7   do --

 8       A    I have a lawyer?

 9       Q    Do you have a lawyer?

10       A    Do I have a lawyer?

11       Q    Well --

12       A    I thought he was their lawyer.

13       Q    Well --

14       A    Should I consider --

15       Q    Well, let's --

16       A    -- Frank my lawyer?

17       Q    We are going to get to that in one

18   second.  But let me ask you -- I want to make

19   sure that we've covered these preliminary

20   matters before we get into that.

21            If anybody objects to my questions,

22   whether it's your lawyer or another lawyer --

23       A    Oh, that's my lawyer.  Sorry.

24       Q    Well, listen.  Listen to what I'm

25   saying.  If anybody objects, that doesn't mean
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 1   you don't go ahead and answer.

 2       A    Right.

 3       Q    If -- if someone tells you not to

 4   answer, then we'll have a discussion about that.

 5   But if I ask you a question and somebody says,

 6   object to the form of the question, you still go

 7   ahead right on and answer it.  Okay?

 8       A    Um-hmm.

 9       Q    Do you understand that?

10       A    Yes.

11       Q    Okay.  All right.  Let's start with

12   some preliminary information.

13            What is your full legal name?

14       A    It's Zoie Philipps Ogletree.

15       Q    Okay.  And was Phil --

16       A    One L and two Ps.

17       Q    Okay.  Is Philipps your maiden name?

18       A    Um-hmm.

19       Q    Okay.

20       A    Well, it's really Papaphilippou.

21       Q    Okay.  But you go by Zoie Philipps

22   Ogletree now?

23       A    Yes.

24       Q    Okay.  How many children do you have?

25       A    Four.
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 1       Q    Okay.  What are their names?

 2       A    Danny -- well, Dan; Jamie, James;

 3   Nicky, Nick; and Tony, Anthony.

 4       Q    I thought I turned that off.

 5            All right.  Danny, Jamie, Nick, and

 6   Tony?

 7       A    Yes.

 8       Q    Are any of those individuals here today

 9   in the room?

10       A    Two of them.

11       Q    Okay.  Who -- who is here in the room

12   today?

13       A    Dan and Nick.

14       Q    Okay.  And is Danny the one the

15   Seersucker suit?

16       A    Um-hmm.

17       Q    Okay.  And Nick is in the green shirt?

18       A    Right.

19       Q    Okay.  What are the ages of these -- of

20   your children, roughly?

21       A    I think Danny is 60 and Nicky is 56.

22       Q    Okay.  Now, part of what we talk about

23   was, you know, we're here today to find out what

24   you know, not someone -- what somebody else

25   might know --
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 1       A    Um-hmm.

 2       Q    -- so if you don't know the answer to

 3   one of my questions, I'd prefer you just say you

 4   don't know as opposed to looking to someone else

 5   for the answer.  Okay?

 6       A    I'll just say I don't know.

 7       Q    Okay.  All right.  What is your

 8   educational background?  Did you graduate from

 9   high school and college or --

10       A    I graduated from high school.

11       Q    All right.  When did you graduate high

12   school?

13       A    1960.

14       Q    And where was that, what high school?

15       A    High School of Charleston.

16       Q    Okay.  Did you pursue any education

17   after that?

18       A    Well, I became a hairdresser.

19       Q    Okay.  And is that what you did for

20   work for most of your life, is work as a

21   hairdresser?

22       A    Well, when I could.

23       Q    Okay.  When did you last work as a

24   hairdresser?

25       A    When I was -- let's see.  I was
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 1   pregnant with the twins, 1968.  They were born

 2   in 1969.

 3       Q    Okay.

 4       A    And then, of course, I was planning on

 5   working later, but I just felt like I couldn't

 6   leave my children alone.

 7       Q    Okay.  So in -- it's my understanding

 8   that Danny, Jamie, Nick, and Tony, that their

 9   father was James Strobel; is that correct?

10       A    Yes.

11       Q    Okay.  And in 1968 when you were

12   pregnant with the twins and stopped working, at

13   that point in time, you were married to James

14   Strobel?

15       A    Yes.

16       Q    Okay.  Do you remember when you and

17   James got married?

18       A    1960.

19       Q    In which county were y'all married in?

20       A    Charleston.

21       Q    Okay.  How long were you married to

22   James?

23       A    I think it was about 17 years.

24       Q    Okay.  About 1977?

25       A    (Nonverbal response.)
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 1       Q    Okay.  And I know at some point in time

 2   after 1977 that you got remarried.

 3            Was that to Mr. Ogletree?

 4       A    1980.

 5       Q    Okay.  And was that to Mr. Ogletree?

 6       A    Yes.

 7       Q    Okay.  Other than the marriage to

 8   Mr. Strobel and then remarrying -- or marrying a

 9   second time to Mr. Ogletree, have you ever been

10   married --

11       A    No.

12       Q    -- at any other time in your life?

13       A    No.

14       Q    Okay.  And your memory is that you

15   married Mr. Ogletree in 1980?

16       A    1980.

17       Q    Now, I understand he passed away; is

18   that right?

19       A    Yes.

20       Q    Okay.  What did he do for a living,

21   Mr. Ogletree?

22       A    He worked at the shipyard.

23       Q    Okay.  What did he do at the shipyard?

24       A    He was a -- some kind of technician.  I

25   can't remember.
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 1       Q    How did y'all meet?

 2       A    Hmm?

 3       Q    How did y'all meet?

 4       A    Well, we went to high school together.

 5       Q    Okay.  So did y'all -- did you know

 6   Mr. Ogletree throughout the time you were

 7   married to James Strobel?

 8       A    Yes.

 9       Q    Did y'all -- did you and Mr. Strobel

10   socialize with Mr. Ogletree or --

11       A    No.

12       Q    -- was he your friend?

13       A    No.

14       Q    Okay.  So what happened after 1977 when

15   you obviously at some point reconnected with

16   Mr. Ogletree and got married to him?

17       A    What happened?

18       Q    Yeah.  Did like y'all, like, meet, you

19   know, online?  I'm joking, but...

20       A    Well, I guess we met up dancing or

21   something.

22       Q    Okay.

23       A    We were Shaggers.

24       Q    Okay.  You know.  I'm from Dillon,

25   South Carolina, it's near Myrtle Beach.
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 1            Do you know where Myrtle Beach is?

 2       A    Yeah.

 3       Q    And they do a lot of Shagging down

 4   there.

 5       A    Yeah.

 6       Q    North Myrtle Beach.

 7       A    Yeah.

 8       Q    I can Shag a little bit, but not that

 9   much.

10            Do you remember when you and

11   Mr. Ogletree would have first started dating or

12   seeing each other after 1977?

13       A    I don't know.  I can't remember.

14       Q    But how long had y'all been seeing each

15   other before you got married?

16       A    I guess a couple years before we got

17   married.

18       Q    Okay.  So approximately 1978?

19       A    Something like that.

20       Q    And Mr. Ogletree's now passed away;

21   correct?

22       A    Uh-huh.

23       Q    Did y'all have any children together?

24       A    No.

25       Q    Did Mr. Ogletree have any children from
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 1   a prior marriage?

 2       A    No.

 3       Q    Who else was he close to in his life

 4   other than you?  Did he have relatives, aunts,

 5   uncles, friends?

 6       A    He had a father and a stepmother.

 7   Well, his mother died and then his father

 8   remarried.  I don't know remember what date it

 9   was.

10       Q    Okay.

11       A    But his mother was gone before I came

12   along.

13       Q    Oh, okay.  She was gone prior to 1978?

14       A    Um-hmm.

15       Q    Okay.  So approximately when did

16   Mr. Ogletree die?

17       A    That's what I was thinking about this

18   morning.  I knew that for a long time, now I

19   forgot.

20       Q    Well, I've got it somewhere.  You don't

21   have to worry about that at the moment.

22            But at the time that he did die, was

23   his father still living at that time?

24       A    No.

25       Q    Okay.
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 1       A    No.

 2       Q    Okay.  So when he died, his mother and

 3   father were deceased?

 4       A    Yes.

 5       Q    He had no children?

 6       A    No.

 7       Q    And he had been married to you since

 8   1980?

 9       A    We were married just short 30 years.

10       Q    Okay.  Well, congratulations on that.

11   Belatedly, of course.

12            Did -- did your children -- you know,

13   Danny, Jamie, Nick, or Tony, did they have any

14   relationship with Mr. Ogletree?

15       A    Well, we had -- we did visitation every

16   two weeks.

17       Q    Okay.  Well, I'm -- we'll talk about

18   that.  But I'm talking about, you know,

19   throughout their -- your children's adult life

20   prior to the time Mr. Ogletree died, did your

21   children have a close relationship with

22   Mr. Ogletree?

23       A    Well, yeah.  I mean, well, we -- you

24   know, when we were married, they had a

25   relationship with him, you know?
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 1       Q    Okay.  I mean, were they -- I mean, did

 2   he --

 3       A    Helping -- was helping with college and

 4   all that.

 5       Q    Mr. Ogletree did?

 6       A    Um-hmm.

 7       Q    Okay.  Would you describe any of their

 8   relationships as like a father-son type

 9   relationship with Mr. Ogletree, or was it not

10   that close?

11       A    Close.  You know, good relationship.

12       Q    Okay.

13       A    Of course they know who their father

14   was.

15       Q    Sure.

16       A    I think.

17       Q    It's my understanding that when Ollie

18   Ogletree passed away, that he more or less left

19   everything to you; is that correct?

20       A    Yes.

21       Q    And that you inherited or --

22       A    My house.

23       Q    -- received whatever he had because you

24   were his wife of almost 30 years?

25       A    Yes.
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 1       Q    Okay.  What -- what did he have when he

 2   passed away?  What did he leave you?

 3       A    Well, we owned the house on Johns

 4   Island.

 5       Q    Um-hmm.

 6       A    And I can't remember how much money we

 7   had in the bank.  I don't remember that.

 8       Q    Was it more or less than a million

 9   dollars?

10       A    Oh, it was much less.

11       Q    Okay.  Was it more or less than

12   500,000?

13       A    Yes, sir.

14       Q    More or less?

15       A    Less.

16       Q    Okay.  Well, was it more or less than

17   250,000?

18       A    Yes.  Less.

19       Q    Well, about how much was it?

20       A    I don't know.  I can't remember.

21       Q    But it was less than $250,000?

22       A    Oh, Yes.

23       Q    Was it less than $100,000?

24       A    Yes.  We didn't have much money.

25       Q    Okay.  Did he have any, like,
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 1   retirement, 401(K)?  I mean, if he worked out as

 2   a --

 3       A    Retirement.  He paid into a retirement

 4   for me, too, to make it more.

 5       Q    Okay.

 6       A    For me to get more money.

 7       Q    Right.  And how much did you receive

 8   from that, or do you still receive it?

 9       A    Well, I get like -- well, I have a --

10   like $1,900 a month from he -- what he left and

11   then what he gave me, and then I have a small

12   Social Security.

13       Q    Okay.  I'm just -- I'm just focused on,

14   right now, what you received when Mr. Ogletree

15   passed away.  And I heard you say a house,

16   $1,900 a month from some retirement that he had

17   paid into.

18       A    $400 and something for Social Security

19   of my own.

20       Q    Okay.  And is that -- is that -- I

21   mean, what else did he have when he died?

22   Stocks and bonds or investment properties or --

23       A    No.

24       Q    -- interest in companies?

25       A    No.
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 1       Q    Nothing?

 2            So the only two things you can remember

 3   that he really owned at the time of his death

 4   was a house?

 5       A    Yeah.  And a few dollars.  I don't

 6   remember how much we had in the bank.

 7       Q    I gotcha.  But he also owned this

 8   interest in this retirement account that's now

 9   paying you $1,900 a month; correct?

10       A    Yeah.

11       Q    And that's --

12       A    Well, it wasn't that much at first.

13   But I think I started off at $1,300.

14       Q    Okay.  And it's gone up?

15       A    And then it increased.

16       Q    Okay.  And then you --

17       A    I own my house now, too.

18       Q    Okay.  Because he left it to you, or he

19   left an interest in it?

20       A    Well, I sold the house on Johns

21   Island --

22       Q    Okay.

23       A    -- and I bought the one in

24   Knightsville.

25       Q    Okay.  Did you use the proceeds from
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 1   the sale of the house on Johns Island to buy the

 2   new house?

 3       A    Yes.

 4       Q    Do you remember how much you sold the

 5   old house for and how much the new house was,

 6   roughly?

 7       A    I think I sold the house for -- let me

 8   see.  Things were going down at the time.  If

 9   they hadn't, I would have gotten a lot more

10   money.

11       Q    Every time I try to sell something,

12   that's what happens, it goes down.  So I'm in

13   same boat.

14       A    But it helped when I bought my other

15   house.

16       Q    I gotcha.

17       A    It was 200 -- I want to say 278, but I

18   think it was more than that.  Maybe 290 or

19   something like that.

20       Q    Okay.  And how about the new house that

21   you bought?

22       A    The new house was like 177.

23       Q    Okay.

24       A    So I had a little money left.

25       Q    Okay.  Did you have a mortgage on that
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 1   old house that you sold for 278 to 2890?

 2       A    No.

 3       Q    Okay.

 4       A    We owned it.

 5       Q    And did you have a mortgage on this new

 6   house that you bought?

 7       A    No.  I didn't have a mortgage.  I paid

 8   cash for it.

 9       Q    I gotcha.  Old school.  Old school,

10   wrote them a check for it.

11       A    Old school.

12       Q    I got it.

13            So I just want to make sure I got this

14   correct.  You correct me if I'm wrong.

15            But if I understand your testimony,

16   that when Ollie Ogletree died --

17       A    Yes.

18       Q    -- after y'all had been married for

19   approximately 30 years, the only thing you

20   received from his death or as a result of his

21   death was the old house?  We'll just call it the

22   old house.  Okay?

23       A    To me, it wasn't an old house.

24       Q    Well, what's the address?  We can call

25   it whatever you'd like.
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 1       A    It was Nomad Lane, but I can't remember

 2   the number.

 3       Q    That's all right.  Nomad Lane.  I like

 4   that.

 5       A    In Mount Pleasant.  Mount Pleasant.

 6       Q    All right.  So --

 7       A    No.  Excuse me.  Johns Island.

 8       Q    I gotcha.

 9       A    No, I'm wrong.

10       Q    Okay.  So he left you the Nomad Lane

11   house?

12       A    No.  That was -- that was one we sold

13   in Mount Pleasant.  We had a house in Mount

14   Pleasant.  And I can't remember the name of

15   the --

16       Q    Well, I was just going to call it the

17   old house, but you didn't want to call it that.

18            What do you want to call it?

19       A    Well, it's not that old.  I can't

20   remember when we bought it.  Well, I don't know.

21   Let's see, we bought it in 2000.

22       Q    All right.  Let's call it the 2000

23   house.

24            So you sold -- or you -- when

25   Mr. Ogletree died, he left you the 2000 house,
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 1   right?

 2       A    Um-hmm.

 3       Q    Okay.  And the only other thing you

 4   received as a result of his death in any way,

 5   shape, or form is an interest in a retirement

 6   account that currently pays you approximately

 7   $1,900 a month?

 8       A    It didn't then, though.

 9       Q    I gotcha.  But now it does?

10       A    Now.

11       Q    And it will be more in the future?

12       A    Well, now it's like $1,900 and then I

13   get 400-something from my Social Security.  So I

14   make roughly $2,400 --

15       Q    I gotcha.

16       A    -- a month.

17       Q    But that Social Security that you get,

18   that's for what you paid into Social Security --

19       A    Right, right.

20       Q    -- it doesn't have anything --

21       A    Right.

22       Q    -- to do with him.

23            Is that your understanding?

24       A    Right.  A little bit of money, yeah.

25       Q    Okay.  And you sold the 2000 house that
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 1   he left you and used the proceeds from that to

 2   buy this $177,000 house?

 3       A    Uh-huh.

 4       Q    Okay.

 5       A    Which is worth more than that now.

 6       Q    Uh-huh.  Yeah.  Charleston's going

 7   crazy.  You see those bumper stickers that say

 8   Charleston, we full?

 9       A    I'm sorry?

10       Q    Those bumper stickers that say,

11   Charleston, we full.  In other words, there's

12   enough people here, we don't want anybody else

13   moving here.

14            Have you seen those?

15       A    I -- I wish that was true.  I hope they

16   don't -- I hope nobody comes.

17       Q    I'm going to get you one of those

18   bumper stickers.

19       A    We have enough people.  But we're not

20   Number 1 anymore.

21       Q    I heard.

22       A    We're Number 3.

23       Q    I heard that.  I wasn't going mention

24   it, but...

25            Okay.  I understand that -- well, tell
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 1   me when and how your relationship with

 2   Mr. Strobel came to an end.

 3       A    Well, you know, Mr. Strobel had an

 4   affair before she came along, too.

 5       Q    Okay.  Men have done that --

 6       A    And then --

 7       Q    -- throughout history.  I understand.

 8   But go ahead.

 9       A    But we got through that and then --

10   what did you ask me?  When did it happen?

11       Q    When did your relationship with him

12   end, and how did it end?

13       A    Well, I didn't think it ended, really.

14   He just started up this new relationship with

15   Ms. Mitchum.

16       Q    Well, at some point, you thought it

17   ended because you got remarried to Mr. Ogletree,

18   right?

19       A    Well, yeah.  But I was already

20   divorced.

21       Q    Um-hmm.

22       A    I mean --

23       Q    So it might have --

24       A    It's hard to stay with somebody that

25   sees -- that's having an affair and you think it
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 1   ended and then it started up and then hadn't

 2   ended.  And I can't -- I couldn't picture us --

 3   well...

 4       Q    Staying together?

 5       A    They really wanted to divorce --

 6       Q    I gotcha.

 7       A    -- so to it came to a divorce.

 8       Q    Okay.  Well, and I understand that he

 9   has purported to have an extramarital affair.

10   You didn't like it.  I wouldn't like it either.

11       A    No.

12       Q    I got that part.

13            And, therefore, y'all decided you were

14   going to get a divorce; is that right?

15       A    Yes.

16       Q    Okay.  And do you know approximately

17   when that was?

18       A    Well, let's see.  I think -- I think

19   the actual divorce -- how it was -- I guess it

20   was 1977, right?

21       Q    That's what I thought.  But I want to

22   see if -- is that what you remember, 1977?  I'll

23   tell you, that's what I -- that's what I think,

24   too but...

25       A    But what?
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 1       Q    Well, I'm just asking.  Is that --

 2       A    That's what -- I think that's what it

 3   was.

 4       Q    Okay.

 5       A    At least, you know...

 6       Q    Were you -- were you -- were you mad

 7   when you found out that he was sleeping around

 8   on you?

 9       A    Well, I was hurt.

10       Q    Well, you can be hurt and mad.  My

11   question was --

12       A    Well, I was mad too, yeah.

13       Q    -- were you mad?

14       A    I mean, I didn't -- well, with the

15   first one, I -- with the first affair he had, I

16   cried all the time.  I lost about 10 pounds.  I

17   kept bumping into walls.  I mean, it was --

18       Q    Bad.

19       A    -- very hurtful.

20       Q    Sure.

21       A    Very hurtful.

22       Q    I'm sorry you had to go through that.

23       A    And so...

24       Q    And then I guess when it happened a

25   second time, then that made it ten times worse?
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 1       A    I didn't -- I wasn't -- I didn't get

 2   that sick.  I didn't get -- it was very hurtful.

 3   Well, we -- I met him when I was 13.

 4       Q    Um-hmm.  Let me ask you this.

 5            When either this first affair happened

 6   or the second affair that led to the divorce,

 7   did you ever have to seek any type of medical

 8   treatment or mental health counseling or any

 9   type of counseling type services because of the

10   pain and hurt that it caused you?

11       A    Probably did.

12       Q    Okay.  Did you ever have any, like,

13   substance abuse problems or anything of that

14   nature?

15       A    No.

16       Q    Okay.

17       A    Never.

18       Q    But you do recall that you did seek

19   some counseling services from somebody?

20       A    It wasn't the first time I had

21   counseling.

22       Q    Okay.  Did you have some underlying

23   issues where you had sought counseling before

24   these things came up?

25       A    Yeah.
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 1       Q    Okay.

 2       A    In Clemson when we first got married.

 3       Q    Okay.

 4       A    I was really crazy.

 5       Q    Okay.

 6       A    I mean --

 7       Q    You said you were crazy?

 8       A    I mean, I wasn't crazy, but I was --

 9   there were things he did that -- he wasn't

10   studying, he flunked out of Clemson --

11       Q    Um-hmm.

12       A    -- he flunked out of the Citadel.  And

13   the thing that is surprising to me is he -- the

14   shipyard sent him to the Baptist College.

15       Q    Um-hmm.

16       A    It was a Baptist College then, and he

17   graduated summa cum laude, that's how smart he

18   was.  But he didn't -- I don't know why he just

19   didn't want to study.  Just played, flew

20   airplanes, and jumped out of airplanes and stuff

21   like that.  It was very -- very difficult.

22       Q    He sounds a lot like me, unfortunately.

23       A    Really?

24       Q    When I went to Clemson, I majored in

25   fraternity and minored in sorority.  I wasn't
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 1   interested in books at that point in time.

 2            But, in any event, so you mentioned

 3   something about these things in Clemson and what

 4   was going on and that you had -- I think you

 5   said -- correct me if I'm wrong -- that that's

 6   one of the things --

 7       A    Show me --

 8       Q    Wait.  Let me finish.

 9            -- that's one of the things that led to

10   you go get some counseling before the these two

11   affairs came up; is that right?

12       A    Yeah, I did, I went to --

13       Q    Okay.

14       A    -- counseling.  I went to the doctor

15   and he couldn't help me so he sent me to a

16   psychiatrist in Greenville and --

17       Q    Were you ever diagnosed with any type

18   of definitive condition?

19       A    I was just depressed, you know --

20       Q    Okay.

21       A    -- anxiety.

22       Q    Anything other than depression?

23       A    No.

24       Q    Okay.

25       A    I mean, it was -- I got over it him.
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 1       Q    I got you.  At least it sounds like,

 2   though, that through -- at least before these

 3   affairs happened, that you had whatever going on

 4   in your life that had led to you go see a doctor

 5   who had then referred you to a psychiatrist

 6   before that stuff ever came up; is that right?

 7       A    Before what stuff?

 8       Q    The affairs.

 9       A    Oh, yeah.  I don't know what he was

10   doing in Clemson.  He was very jealous, very

11   jealous.

12       Q    You --

13       A    What are you looking at?  What are you

14   looking at?  How -- what you talking about?  He

15   always thought I was looking at somebody.  You

16   know, what are you talking about?  He finally

17   got over that.

18       Q    He didn't want anybody else --

19       A    He always thought I was going to leave

20   him, I was going to leave him when we were at

21   Clemson.

22       Q    Okay.

23       A    I said, if you do this to me again, I'm

24   leaving.  He said no, no, no.  No, no, no.  So

25   after that it get better, you know?
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 1       Q    And did y'all move back to the

 2   Lowcountry?

 3       A    Yeah.

 4       Q    And you don't remember approximately

 5   when that was when you moved back to the

 6   Lowcountry?

 7       A    Let's see.  I guess it was 1963 when --

 8   it was 1964, I guess.

 9       Q    When were the children born with

10   respect to this move from Clemson back to the

11   Lowcountry?

12       A    Well, Danny was born -- well, I was

13   pregnant when we left Clemson.

14       Q    Uh-huh.

15       A    And Danny was born in 1963.

16       Q    Okay.  And then when were the other

17   children born?

18       A    Jamie was born in 1965.

19       Q    And then --

20       A    The twins were born in 1969.  So I had

21   four kids in five years.  That's not very easy.

22   I don't know how that happened.

23       Q    I'll tell you one thing, I'd been at a

24   doctor, too, a nervous doctor.

25       A    It was rough.
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 1       Q    I bet it was.

 2            And so I guess by the time you and

 3   Mr. Strobel decided y'all were going to call it

 4   quits, these children would have been, you know,

 5   7 to 10, 12 years old --

 6       A    Um-hmm.

 7       Q    -- range; is that right?

 8            Is that --

 9       A    Yes.  Right.  His -- their

10   grandparents, they were their eyeballs.  They

11   loved my children, extremely loved my children.

12       Q    That was at James's parents or your

13   parents?

14       A    His parents, Jimmy's.

15       Q    Okay.

16       A    Well, they were gone before the affair

17   came along because if that affair had happened

18   when they were still living --

19       Q    I already know the answer.

20       A    I can tell you what that would be.

21       Q    That Poppa Strobel would have come down

22   hard on somebody.

23       A    I mean, it would have been pretty bad.

24       Q    In the plow dirt, he would have took

25   him, I bet.
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 1       A    Hmm?

 2       Q    That's just an old expression.  Plow

 3   dirt is when you take somebody out in the yard

 4   and rough them up.  I think that's what

 5   Mr. Strobel's father would have done if he had

 6   known about the affair.

 7            Anyway, I'm sorry we're having to go

 8   through all this.  But it's a -- you know, we

 9   got this lawsuit so we've got to do it.

10            So tell me what you remember about

11   how -- and you've already said you thought it

12   was 1977 -- but how and when you and Mr. Strobel

13   ended your relationship with each other.

14       A    Well, we were separated first.

15       Q    Okay.

16       A    And the divorce was 1977.  We separated

17   in, I think it was 1974, maybe.

18       Q    Okay.  Well, what was it that happened

19   in 1977, three years later after you had

20   separated, that, you know, caused you to want to

21   get a divorce?

22            MR. DAVID:  Object to the form.

23  BY MR. TWOMBLEY:

24       Q    I told you about that.  You -- you can

25   go ahead and answer it.  He's got -- we got his
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 1   objection down.

 2       A    Well, everything was over, really, you

 3   know?

 4       Q    Okay.  Now where were you living after

 5   y'all were separated?

 6       A    Givhans.

 7       Q    Okay.  And where was he living?

 8       A    With his -- with his girlfriend.

 9       Q    Okay.  And that's Paula?

10       A    Uh-huh.

11       Q    I'm not even going to ask you what you

12   think of her.

13       A    Not going to ask me what?

14       Q    What you think of her.  I'm sure you

15   don't have a very favorable opinion.  That's

16   okay.

17            So you lived at the Givhans property

18   and he lived with Paula.

19            Do you know where he lived with Paula?

20       A    I'm not sure about that.  I don't

21   know --

22       Q    I mean, what --

23       A    -- in Summerville, I think.

24       Q    Somewhere in Summerville?

25       A    I think.
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 1       Q    And when y'all separated in

 2   approximately 1974, where were the children

 3   staying?

 4       A    They were with me.

 5       Q    Always?

 6       A    Um-hmm.  It was rough.  It was hard.

 7       Q    At some point, you retained a lawyer to

 8   help you with the divorce; correct?

 9       A    When we got the divorce, we met with

10   Jimmy Messervy together and Them, T-H-E-M, I

11   can't remember his first name.

12       Q    So y'all had the same lawyer for the

13   divorce?

14       A    We had same the lawyers.  I mean, then

15   he went off and got a new lawyer.

16       Q    Okay.  Do you know --

17       A    I don't even know if I had a lawyer.  I

18   don't remember anybody helping me with anything.

19       Q    So do you -- do you -- let me ask you

20   this.

21            Are you testifying today under oath

22   that you did not have a lawyer for the divorce

23   in 1977?

24       A    Well, I think I went and got a lawyer

25   later when he wouldn't pay -- he wouldn't me
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 1   my -- what do you call it?  He wouldn't pay me

 2   the --

 3       Q    Alimony or child support?

 4       A    Yeah.  He wouldn't pay me that monthly

 5   so I went to a lawyer and then --

 6       Q    But I'm talking about prior to that,

 7   prior.  You said that you and Mr. Strobel --

 8       A    I didn't hire a lawyer.

 9       Q    But y'all both went to Mr. Messervy?

10       A    Um-hmm.

11       Q    And did he tell y'all how to get a

12   divorce?

13       A    I can't remember what happened.

14       Q    Well, that's why you went to him, was

15   it not?

16       A    Yeah.  I -- you know, I was very naive

17   then.  You know, I -- I mean, I should have

18   hired my own lawyer.  I didn't know -- I didn't

19   know what to do.  I was stupid, I guess.

20       Q    Okay.  So did you -- I'm just trying to

21   find out what your memory is, what you're going

22   to say if we go to court.

23            In 1977 when y'all got a divorce, you

24   know, did you consider Mr. Messervy your

25   attorney?
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 1       A    I guess.  I don't know.  When he went

 2   and a got new one, I think Mr. Thems was more --

 3   helping me more than Messervy was.  You know, I

 4   just didn't know anything about lawyers and

 5   stuff like that back then.

 6       Q    I gotcha.

 7       A    And -- but now I know I should have

 8   gotten my own lawyer.  I mean, that's what I

 9   would do now.

10       Q    Yeah.  Well, sometimes getting a lawyer

11   can be a good thing.  Sometimes it can be a bad

12   thing.

13       A    I know that.

14       Q    But in any event, I'm just trying to

15   find whether it was a good lawyer or a bad

16   lawyer or the same lawyer or a different lawyer.

17            Did you have a lawyer that you were

18   asking questions to and about the divorce

19   process in 1977?

20       A    I don't remember anything.

21       Q    Okay.  Well, you do remember at some

22   point in time, you had spoken with Mr. Messervy,

23   and at another point in time, you had his

24   partner, Mr. Thems that maybe was helping you --

25       A    Um-hmm.
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 1       Q    -- more than Messervy had --

 2       A    I think, yeah.

 3       Q    Did you ever have any other lawyers,

 4   any different lawyers than those two?

 5       A    I had a different lawyer when I went to

 6   see about getting my money.

 7       Q    Okay.  And who was that lawyer?

 8       A    Gordon Garrett.

 9       Q    Okay.  So it's my understanding that

10   you and Mr. Strobel signed an agreement to

11   separate your property, and then thereafter, he

12   obtained -- y'all obtained a divorce; is that

13   correct?

14            MR. DAVID:  Object to the form.

15            THE WITNESS:  We didn't separate

16      the property.  We didn't do anything

17      with the property at that time.

18  BY MR. TWOMBLEY:

19       Q    You didn't?

20       A    No.

21       Q    Okay.  Are you sure about that because

22   I've got an agreement, I can show it to you.

23   But the --

24       A    No.  I mean, when we divorced -- well,

25   I don't really know what he did.  I know that I
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 1   had asked -- all I asked for was the alimony.

 2       Q    Well, let me try to ask the question a

 3   different way because I think you may be getting

 4   hung on up on the way I asked it, and probably I

 5   didn't do a good job at it.

 6            Do you remember that at least at some

 7   point in time related to this divorce that y'all

 8   wanted --

 9            MR. DAVID:  Object to the form.

10  BY MR. TWOMBLEY:

11       Q    Did you want to get a divorce from

12   Mr. Strobel?

13       A    Well, I probably wouldn't have if he

14   hadn't done that, you know, I mean --

15       Q    But, I mean, in --

16       A    When somebody is, after two years,

17   starts crying, I mean, what do you do?

18       Q    Yeah.  I gotcha.

19       A    I said, what's wrong with you?  Then I

20   thought, Oh.  I realized what's -- I realized

21   what was going on.  I mean, if he's that

22   unhappy, what do you do?

23       Q    Well, I would have gotten a divorce

24   too.  I guess if my wife did that, I'd probably

25   divorce her.  So I'm not criticizing you, I'm
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 1   just --

 2       A    No.

 3       Q    I'm just asking a simple question, that

 4   in light of everything that he had done, did

 5   you, in fact, want to divorce him?

 6       A    Well, I thought it was the thing to do.

 7       Q    Okay.  I gotcha.

 8       A    I mean, if he was that unhappy with me,

 9   but...

10       Q    Sure.  I understand.

11       A    I think if -- well, I don't know if I

12   should say that.

13       Q    Well, you know I'm going to ask you.

14            What -- what were you not going to say?

15   You're under oath so you --

16       A    If I had it to do over again.

17       Q    Okay.  Well, you know, look --

18       A    If I had it to do over again, things

19   would have been different.

20       Q    I think every one of us can look at our

21   life and say that.  So don't beat yourself up

22   too hard about that.

23            But just so we're clear -- and, again,

24   I'm not criticizing you.  But you did, in fact,

25   based on his behavior, the fact that he wouldn't
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 1   do what you felt he needed to do, that you did,

 2   in fact, want to divorce him, and --

 3       A    Well --

 4       Q    -- correct?

 5       A    -- it was --

 6       Q    Mutual?

 7       A    -- mutual.

 8       Q    Y'all both wanted a divorce; correct?

 9            Correct?

10       A    We what?

11       Q    You both wanted a divorce?  He wanted

12   to divorce you and you wanted to divorce him?

13       A    It had come to that.

14       Q    I'm sorry, say that again.

15       A    It had come to that.

16       Q    Okay.  I gotcha.  I wanted to make sure

17   we got that straight.

18            And why you can't remember specifically

19   related to the divorce, you would have either

20   had the same lawyer that he had, Mr. Messervy,

21   or you would have talked Mr. Thems, and then at

22   some point after the divorce, you also worked

23   with Attorney Gordon Garrett; is that correct?

24       A    I think just a couple of times.  It was

25   just -- one was a -- well, he was a friend of a
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 1   friend of mine and that's why I went to him.

 2       Q    Okay.

 3       A    And...

 4       Q    So what did Mr. Messervy and Mr. Thems

 5   tell you and Mr. Strobel about getting a

 6   divorce?

 7       A    I don't remember.

 8       Q    You don't remember?

 9       A    (Nonverbal response.)

10       Q    Okay.

11       A    I just don't know.  I mean, he went and

12   got another lawyer.  I'm not sure.  I can't even

13   remember why he did that.  I guess he figured

14   that he would get another lawyer, it would be

15   more in his favor or something, I guess, you

16   know, whatever.  I don't know.

17       Q    Is it your memory that when you went

18   and got a new lawyer, Mr. Garrett, that that was

19   about the same time that James -- that Jimmy got

20   a new lawyer because y'all --

21       A    No, that was -- this was after the

22   divorce --

23       Q    Right.

24       A    -- because I wasn't getting my money.

25       Q    Right.  And you went and got a new
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 1   lawyer for that; correct?

 2       A    That's all.

 3       Q    And Jimmy went and got a new lawyer for

 4   that as well, right?

 5       A    I don't know.

 6       Q    Okay.

 7       A    I don't remember anything about that.

 8   I just know I got my money.  I mean, I had to --

 9   I mean, it was not very much money for five

10   people, I can tell you that.

11       Q    There was a guy that started showing up

12   in some of the paperwork.

13            Is it Grover Seaton or something like

14   that?  Yeah, Grover Seaton at Paul and Seaton

15   Law Firm.

16       A    I don't know anything about that,

17   Grover Seaton.  For what?

18       Q    But that could have been the new lawyer

19   that James went and got after y'all --

20       A    Well, that may be -- maybe so, yeah.

21       Q    Okay.

22       A    I don't remember his name.

23       Q    And that's when you went and got Gordon

24   Garrett?

25       A    No.  Gordon Garrett was after the
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 1   divorce.

 2       Q    Well, I guess -- I guess maybe I'm --

 3   that's what I was talking about, is after the

 4   divorce --

 5       A    After the --

 6       Q    -- when you and James --

 7       A    He wasn't -- he wasn't giving me my

 8   money at that time.

 9       Q    I gotcha.

10       A    And I went there to get help --

11       Q    To get your money?

12       A    Right.

13       Q    And you went to Mr. Gordon Garrett?

14       A    Um-hmm.

15       Q    And he went to this other lawyer --

16       A    No.

17       Q    -- Grover Seaton.

18       A    No.  That was, I think, when -- that

19   was when we were getting the divorce.  We went

20   and got -- I guess that's his name.  I don't

21   remember his name.  That's when -- we were

22   getting a divorce, I think that's when he

23   decided to go ahead and get another lawyer.  I

24   don't -- it's just so much and it's been so long

25   ago.
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 1       Q    You just can't say one way or another?

 2       A    But it wasn't -- he didn't get a lawyer

 3   when I asked him for the money, why would --

 4       Q    I mean, how -- how long --

 5       A    I mean, why would he do that?

 6       Q    -- ago was that?

 7       A    Huh?

 8       Q    I guess --

 9            MR. GHOM:  Ashley, just let her

10      finish her answers.  You guys are

11      over -- talking over each other.

12            MR. TWOMBLEY:  That's a good

13      point.

14            THE WITNESS:  What?

15  BY MR. TWOMBLEY:

16       Q    Yeah.  I'll tell you, we are talking at

17   the same time and I'm doing a bad job of

18   interrupting you and sometimes you're

19   interrupting me.  So I'm going to do my best --

20       A    Sorry.

21       Q    -- to let you finish the answer before

22   I ask another question.  You do your best to let

23   me finish my --

24       A    Okay.

25       Q    -- question.
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 1       A    Right.  Okay.

 2       Q    All right.  These events that we're

 3   talking about happened in 1977.  I guess that's

 4   about 47 years ago, is that right, or 48 years

 5   ago?

 6       A    Something like that.

 7       Q    Do you have a clear memory about all

 8   this?  It was a long time ago.

 9       A    Not all of it.

10       Q    I'm sorry?

11       A    Not all of it.

12       Q    Not all of it?

13            Do you know if Mr. Strobel were alive,

14   do you know if he would have a better memory

15   than you, if he were alive today, about what

16   happened back then?

17       A    Excuse me.  I don't know.

18       Q    Okay.

19       A    I don't know.  I know he was sick, you

20   know, getting -- I think his mind was fine.

21       Q    Okay.  Let me ask you this.

22            Is Gordon Garrett still alive?

23       A    That's what we were trying to figure

24   out.  We were trying to figure that out on the

25   way here.
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 1            THE WITNESS:  Did we find out?  I

 2      don't know.

 3  BY MR. TWOMBLEY:

 4       Q    Will you --

 5       A    I don't know.  I don't know.  Because I

 6   think that Michael told me --

 7       Q    Don't --

 8            THE WITNESS:  Did Michael say --

 9  BY MR. TWOMBLEY:

10       Q    Don't --

11            THE WITNESS:  -- that he passed

12      away?

13  BY MR. TWOMBLEY:

14       Q    Don't tell me what your lawyer told

15   you.

16       A    Well, Michael said he's passed away.

17       Q    Okay.  What about this other guy,

18   Grover Seaton, do you know if he's still alive?

19       A    I have no idea who he is.  I mean, no.

20   I don't even know him at all.

21       Q    I mean, do you know if any of these law

22   firms are even still in existence, the Paul and

23   Seaton Law Firm?

24       A    I don't know.

25       Q    No?
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 1       A    I don't know.  I have no idea.  I never

 2   knew who he was.  I never knew that name.  I

 3   just know that he went and got another lawyer.

 4       Q    Okay.

 5       A    I don't know what his name was.

 6       Q    Well, what about Mr. Messervy, is he

 7   still alive?

 8       A    I don't know.

 9       Q    What about his law partner, Mr. Thems?

10       A    I don't think so.

11       Q    It sounds like everybody involved in

12   this thing is dead except you.

13            Do you know of anyone that's alive

14   today that we could go ask and who would have a

15   clear memory of exactly what happened and when

16   it happened back in 1977?

17       A    No, I don't know.

18            Whoops, forgot to turn it off.

19            THE VIDEOGRAPHER:  Off the video.

20            MR. TWOMBLEY:  No, let's stay on.

21            THE VIDEOGRAPHER:  We're on.

22            THE WITNESS:  Off.

23  BY MR. TWOMBLEY:

24       Q    So you do not know of anyone?

25       A    No, I don't.
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 1       Q    Okay.  And, of course, we can't ask

 2   Mr. Strobel because he's now dead and buried;

 3   correct?

 4       A    Be four years in January.  It was a

 5   long time ago.  It's been a long time.

 6       Q    Well, let me ask you this, and I know

 7   you're not a lawyer, but I know you're pretty

 8   smart, too.

 9            But if we had a question, a dispute

10   about what happened or when it happened, other

11   than asking you -- I mean, who else could we

12   possibly talk to to try to get that --

13       A    Everybody's gone.

14       Q    Everybody's gone?  Okay.

15       A    I mean, because -- everybody was old

16   but us, I guess.

17            MR. TWOMBLEY:  Okay.  All right.

18      Here's what we're going to do.  I'm

19      going to take about a five-minute

20      break, let you stand up and exercise

21      your legs.  I'm going to do the same

22      thing.

23            Remember, please don't talk to

24      anybody about your testimony.  And

25      we'll come back in about ten minutes
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 1      and move on to the -- the next chapter

 2      of this.  Okay?

 3            THE WITNESS:  All right.

 4            MR. TWOMBLEY:  Thank you.

 5            THE VIDEOGRAPHER:  It's 11:09.

 6      We're going off the video.

 7               (Whereupon, a break

 8               was taken from 11:09 A.M.

 9               until 11:22 A.M.)

10            THE VIDEOGRAPHER:  It's now 11:22.

11      We're going back on the video.

12  BY MR. TWOMBLEY:

13       Q    All right.  Just to kind of summarize

14   what we've covered.

15            You were married to Mr. Strobel roughly

16   in 1960, right?

17       A    Um-hmm.

18       Q    And y'all got divorced in 1977?

19       A    Right.

20       Q    And 1980, you married Ollie Ogletree?

21       A    Yes.

22       Q    And I guess Jimmy remarried to Paula

23   Strobel, right?

24       A    I don't know when they got married.

25       Q    Okay.  But at some point, they got
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 1   married?

 2       A    Yes, at some point, of course.

 3       Q    And then Mr. Ogletree died and you

 4   received his estate, right?

 5            MR. GHOM:  Object to the form.

 6            THE WITNESS:  Right.

 7  BY MR. TWOMBLEY:

 8       Q    And on account that you were his wife;

 9   correct?

10       A    That's right.

11       Q    Yeah.  Okay.

12            MR. DAVID:  Object to the form.

13            MR. TWOMBLEY:  And --

14            MR. DAVID:  Can I just put a

15      general objection on the --

16            MR. TWOMBLEY:  Well, if it's a

17      speaking objection, you could -- I do

18      not wish for you to put it on.

19            MR. DAVID:  Okay.

20            MR. TWOMBLEY:  You can reserve it,

21      whatever it is, we'll deal with it, if

22      that's okay?

23            MR. DAVID:  That's fine.

24            MR. TWOMBLEY:  Okay.  And we also

25      talk about it at a break maybe when
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 1      she's not in here, if you want to put

 2      on it on the record, I'm fine with

 3      that, too.

 4            MR. DAVID:  Okay.

 5            MR. TWOMBLEY:  But I don't want

 6      her to listen to us argue about it or

 7      anything, not that I would argue,

 8      but...

 9            THE WITNESS:  Have another break?

10  BY MR. TWOMBLEY:

11       Q    And we talked about this divorce and,

12   you know, what I understood you to say is that

13   at least at one point in time, you and Jimmy

14   went to the same lawyer about it, Mr. Messervy,

15   right?

16       A    Yes.

17       Q    And then at one point in time, either

18   you or you and Jimmy were talking to to his

19   partner, Mr. Thems?

20       A    Yes.  He was in the same...

21       Q    Office, law firm?

22       A    Yes.

23       Q    Right.  But that about --

24       A    And he was there.

25       Q    That was about the divorce, right?
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 1       A    Yeah.

 2       Q    That's it.  And then at some point in

 3   time after that, you got a separate lawyer and

 4   Jimmy got a separate lawyer, Gordon Garrett and

 5   this other guy --

 6       A    Well --

 7       Q    -- Grover Seaton?

 8       A    -- Gordon Garret came after the

 9   divorce.  I didn't get him for the divorce.

10       Q    Well, I just --

11       A    We weren't married then.

12       Q    Right.  But at some time after the

13   divorce, you and Mr. Jimmy Strobel, you got your

14   own lawyer sometime after the divorce and he got

15   his own lawyer sometime after the divorce;

16   correct?

17            MR. GHOM:  Object to the form.

18            THE WITNESS:  I don't really count

19      seeing Gordon Garrett, just that one

20      time, as having gotten another lawyer,

21      you know.  I mean -- I mean, because we

22      were already divorced.  I didn't

23      have -- given -- I didn't get another

24      lawyer during -- you know, when we were

25      getting a divorce.
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 1  BY MR. TWOMBLEY:

 2       Q    I gotcha.  But after the divorce was

 3   over, you did go hire Mr. Garrett, I thought you

 4   said, to help you get the money you felt like

 5   you were owed?

 6       A    I think I just saw him once or twice.

 7       Q    Okay.  I thought you said that he did a

 8   good job and got you the money?

 9       A    Yeah, he got me the money.

10       Q    Okay.  Well, that's what you wanted him

11   to do, wasn't it?

12       A    Of course.

13       Q    That sounds like a good job to me,

14   but...

15       A    Well, yeah.

16       Q    Okay.

17       A    But I mean...

18       Q    And I understand -- you correct me if

19   I'm wrong -- but as far as when you and Jimmy

20   went to meet with Mr. Messervy or Mr. Thems

21   about the divorce, you do not have any clear

22   memory about exactly what was said or how that

23   happened --

24       A    No.

25       Q    -- or what he told you?
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 1       A    I don't.  I don't.

 2       Q    Are you confident you do not have any

 3   memory of exactly what happened with

 4   Mr. Messervy and Mr. Thems?

 5       A    I can't remember what -- what we said

 6   or anything like that.  I can't remember.

 7       Q    Okay.  Well, tell me anything you can

 8   remember about the discussions with Mr. Messervy

 9   or Mr. Thems back in 1977.

10       A    Can -- tell you what I remember?

11       Q    Right.  Well, you told me you -- I

12   think you told me you don't remember too much --

13            (Crosstalk.)

14  BY MR. TWOMBLEY:

15       Q    -- at all -- all that?

16       A    I don't.  I don't.

17       Q    So I want to find out, what do you

18   remember?

19       A    I can remember sitting in the office

20   and I think I can remember, I guess it was

21   Mr. Thems said, now, something -- something

22   about some -- I guess Messervy said -- he said,

23   now, you're not going take advantage of me or

24   something like that.  Not going to take

25   advantage of her or something, something like

0061

 1   that.  That's all I remember.

 2       Q    Okay.  Do you remember anything else?

 3       A    No.

 4       Q    Do you have any -- any paperwork from

 5   either of those lawyers about what may have

 6   happened or what else they may or may not have

 7   told you?

 8       A    No.

 9       Q    Okay.  Have we -- are you sure now

10   you've told me everything that you remember

11   about what happened with Mr. Messervy and

12   Mr. Thems with respect to this divorce?

13       A    Yeah.  I mean, I just don't remember

14   anything about it.  I don't.  Except that Jimmy

15   went and got a another lawyer, and then after

16   that, I'm not sure what took place.

17       Q    Okay.  But when -- am I correct that

18   when Jimmy went and got another lawyer, you

19   don't remember exactly when that was or why he

20   went and got another lawyer?

21       A    I do remember this, he tried to reduce

22   my -- I guess it was then -- reduce my alimony.

23   And I think that's what Them said, wait a minute

24   now, you know.  I wasn't getting that much

25   anyway.  I think it was $600 a month for five of
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 1   us.  And it was a good thing the house was paid

 2   for, otherwise, I don't know how we would have

 3   made it.

 4       Q    I gotcha.  So you -- the amount that

 5   you remember was going to be reduced was --

 6       A    I think he was trying to reduce it

 7   another $100.

 8       Q    Okay.  So you were receiving whatever,

 9   $600 a month pursuant to, you know, alimony?

10       A    Imagine living on that now.

11       Q    But then after that time, after he had

12   been paying you $600 for a while, he then tried

13   to lower it to 500?

14       A    He -- I think he tried to -- let's see.

15   It seemed like when we were getting the divorce,

16   he wanted to lower the -- the alimony to 500,

17   and that was, like, a no-no.

18       Q    You said it seems like that.

19            Is it is fair to say you don't have a

20   clear memory of exactly when --

21       A    I remember --

22       Q    -- that was?

23       A    -- him trying to reduce it.

24       Q    But as far as when that occurred, when

25   he was trying reduce it?
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 1       A    Well, during the divorce or whatever we

 2   were doing.

 3       Q    Okay.

 4       A    I mean, I think his lawyer had to take

 5   him in and give him -- tell him a few words.

 6   No, you're not going to do that.

 7       Q    Do you know what his lawyer told him?

 8       A    I said -- well, as far as I know, he

 9   didn't let him do that.

10       Q    But my question is:  Do you know?  Were

11   you present for the conversation between Jimmy

12   and his lawyer?

13       A    Can you repeat that?

14       Q    Were you present in the room when Jimmy

15   was talking to his lawyer about that?

16       A    No.

17       Q    So is it fair to say, truthfully, you

18   really don't know what Jimmy said to his lawyer

19   or what his lawyer said to Jimmy?

20       A    I just know he tried to reduce the

21   alimony.  That's all I know.  I don't know what

22   he -- I don't know what they said.

23       Q    Okay.  Is there anything else that you

24   can remember that you said or Jimmy said or that

25   anybody said, whether it's the lawyers or
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 1   otherwise, about this divorce other than what

 2   you've already told us about?

 3       A    No.  I don't remember anything else.

 4       Q    Okay.

 5       A    I've told you everything I can

 6   remember.

 7       Q    Okay.  I will represent to you that at

 8   some point in time related to this divorce that

 9   y'all were going to get, that you and Jimmy

10   signed an agreement that dealt with alimony and

11   the kids and other various things that are dealt

12   with when people get a divorce.

13            Do you remember that?

14       A    Can you repeat that, please?

15       Q    Well, let me try to do better that

16   than.  I'm going to show you this document right

17   here, this document, Number 1.

18            MR. TWOMBLEY:  Can I see your copy

19      of that?  Okay.  Yeah.  All right.

20               (Whereupon, Exhibit

21               Number 1 was marked for

22               identification.)

23  BY MR. TWOMBLEY:

24       Q    Okay.  Yeah.  All right.  Now -- let me

25   see it one more time.  Yeah.  It's dated May
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 1   4th -- I'm sorry -- March the 4th of 1977.

 2            Do you see that?

 3       A    Yes.

 4       Q    Okay.

 5       A    I've got put on my glasses, I can't see

 6   with these.

 7            MR. GHOM:  This is Exhibit 1,

 8      Ashley?

 9            MR. TWOMBLEY:  Yeah, I think so.

10            MR. GHOM:  Just so I understand,

11      is it just the separation agreement or

12      is the addendum to it or the --

13            MR. TWOMBLEY:  It's just

14      separation agreement, I think.  I'm not

15      sure.

16            MR. DAVID:  It's an addendum to

17      separation agreement attached?

18            MR. GHOM:  To the exhibit he just

19      handed you?

20            MR. DAVID:  Yes.

21            MR. GHOM:  Okay.

22  BY MR. TWOMBLEY:

23       Q    Do you remember anything about this

24   agreement --

25       A    I don't --
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 1       Q    -- Ms. Ogletree?

 2       A    It's written in old legal language.

 3       Q    Tell me about it.  Ma'am, with all due

 4   respect, to these more senior lawyers, this is

 5   old lawyer language.

 6       A    Well, yeah.

 7       Q    So my -- my first question to you is --

 8   and we'll -- we'll go through some of the

 9   provisions in it.  You'll take as much time as

10   you need to to read it.

11            But do you remember that -- that you

12   and Jimmy had signed an agreement about the

13   separation and divorce?

14       A    I don't remember, but I imagine we did.

15            MR. GHOM:  Object to the form.

16            THE WITNESS:  In order to get one,

17      I guess you'd have to sign for it.

18  BY MR. TWOMBLEY:

19       Q    Well, that's what I think.

20            (Crosstalk.)

21  BY MR. TWOMBLEY:

22       Q    As far as I know --

23       A    I see my signature here.

24       Q    Okay.  And, I mean, and it says on

25   page 1 -- and let me just show you for a minute.
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 1   And we'll mark this as Exhibit 1.  But it

 2   says -- well, just start right here and tell me

 3   where it says whereas, can you just read that

 4   out loud so --

 5       A    "Whereas certain irreconcilable

 6   differences have arisen between the parties

 7   causing their separation, one from the other and

 8   making the continuance of the marriage

 9   relationship between them impossible."

10       Q    Okay.  Is that a true and accurate

11   statement of the way things stood on March the

12   4th of 1977 with respect to you and Jimmy?

13            MR. DAVID:  Object to the form.

14  BY MR. TWOMBLEY:

15       Q    You can answer.

16       A    If that's what it says, I guess that's

17   right.

18       Q    Well, that's what I think it says.

19            My question is:  Is that what you think

20   it says?

21       A    Well, that's what it says.

22       Q    Okay.  And if the continuation of the

23   marriage relationship between them was

24   impossible, you -- is it fair to say that when

25   y'all did this agreement, you knew the marriage
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 1   relationship was going to come to an end?

 2       A    Right.

 3       Q    I mean, that's, like you said --

 4       A    Of course.

 5       Q    -- part of the fact that y'all were

 6   going to get a divorce --

 7       A    Right.

 8       Q    -- signing this agreement, right?

 9       A    Yes.

10       Q    And you didn't have any question about

11   that, did you?

12       A    No.

13       Q    Okay.  Is it -- is it fair to say --

14   and I think you've already said it, but let me

15   just ask it slightly differently.

16            But this agreement was a critical part

17   of the divorce because it established who was

18   going to get what and who was supposed to do

19   what later?

20            MR. GHOM:  Object to the form.

21            THE WITNESS:  No.

22  BY MR. TWOMBLEY:

23       Q    Oh, okay.  It doesn't?

24       A    I don't think it -- I don't think it

25   says anything about who's going to get what and

0069

 1   what we would do later, does it?

 2       Q    Well, let's take a minute and look

 3   through it because I'm going to have some

 4   questions for you.  I hate to make you do

 5   homework during a deposition but we've got to

 6   talk about this agreement so take a minute to

 7   read it.  And I want you to take as much time as

 8   you need.  But I think you can answer this

 9   question by just looking at a few things.  I

10   mean, on the second page it says, "The husband

11   agrees to," and then it lists a bunch of things

12   that he's agreeing to do.

13       A    (Reading sotto voce.)  It was sold back

14   to me.

15       Q    But I'm not interested with the details

16   right this moment.  What I'm trying to --

17       A    Okay.

18       Q    -- just make sure I understand is

19   whether he's going to sell you something or give

20   you something or pay alimony or whatever the

21   deal was, the purpose of this agreement was to

22   agree on how things were going to be after the

23   divorce?

24            MR. GHOM:  Object to the form.

25      You're putting words in the document.
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 1            MR. TWOMBLEY:  Okay.  Please do

 2      not make any speaking objections.

 3            MR. GHOM:  Well, I'm going to

 4      object --

 5            MR. TWOMBLEY:  Okay.

 6            MR. GHOM:  -- on the Providence

 7      Rule.

 8            MR. TWOMBLEY:  Okay.  That's fine.

 9      Objection noted.

10  BY MR. TWOMBLEY:

11       Q    Well, let me --

12       A    I could really tell you some things.

13       Q    Well, that's why --

14       A    If you want to know some things, I can

15   tell you.

16       Q    Well, I want to know them, whatever

17   they are.  We're going to have to go to court

18   about them, so let's hear them.  Tell me those

19   things.

20       A    I can't believe that the father of four

21   sons would not leave my children something.  And

22   their grandparents are rolling over in their

23   grave right now -- Okay? -- that this is

24   happening.  I mean, it's just unbelievable

25   that -- it's unbelievable for me to think that
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 1   Paula Mitchum Strobel would just take everything

 2   away from my kids.

 3            I mean, that's just -- it's just

 4   unbelievable.  And actually, to me, it's a sin.

 5   It's a sin.  If you're a Christian, it would be.

 6       Q    Sounds like you're right fired up about

 7   it.

 8       A    Hmm?

 9       Q    It sounds like you're fired up about

10   it.

11       A    Well, when I think about -- first of

12   all, Jimmy's parents bought the beach house.

13   Jimmy's parents bought the land.  Jimmy didn't

14   pay for it except some strip they -- they paid

15   for some strip to join the two together.  And I

16   know that Jimmy's parents would want them to

17   have what they should have.  No doubt about

18   that.

19            Because, I mean, if they were alive and

20   knew this was happening -- I hate to tell you

21   what I think, but it wouldn't be good.  And I'm

22   not asking for anything.  I'm not asking for

23   anything.  What I'm asking for is for my

24   children to get what they should get.

25            And I don't see where somebody should
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 1   just take everything that his parents would want

 2   my kids to have, and which belongs to them.  I

 3   mean, I don't see how anybody would want to do

 4   that because there's enough to go around, as far

 5   as I'm concerned.  And it's hard for me to grasp

 6   the thought of that happening to my children.

 7   It's really hard.  So I want you to know how I

 8   feel about it.

 9       Q    Okay.

10       A    And that's how I feel.

11       Q    Well, I very much --

12       A    I wouldn't -- I just wouldn't think

13   that Paula would really want to do that, to just

14   take everything.  I mean, I just wouldn't think

15   that she's that kind of person.  I really don't.

16   I don't think for -- I don't think anybody -- I

17   wouldn't think -- I know there are people like

18   that that would do that, but there's just -- to

19   know how Jimmy's parents loved my kids, and they

20   were gone before this happened.  And I --

21   really, I don't know how much I can say.

22            Jimmy and I, even before he died, we

23   got along real well.  We had to sit with my son

24   that's a quadriplegic.  We had sit with him when

25   he was sick, and we got along then.  And I
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 1   joined Lions Club and I think, you know, Jimmy

 2   was -- he was in it and so was Paula.  I think

 3   she was president.  And so he was going to have

 4   something at his house there on the property and

 5   I went and I said, I'm not making you feel

 6   uncomfortable, am I?  He said, oh, no, not at

 7   all.

 8            So I know that before it was over,

 9   before he died, I know we got along fine.  I

10   mean, I don't know what else I can say.  I don't

11   know what else I'm supposed to say.  I don't

12   know what to do by being quiet or talking.

13       Q    Well, I -- you know, we -- we certain

14   want to -- I mean, my opinion is if you're going

15   to say something at trial, you know, I mean, I

16   want to know what that is today.  That's the

17   whole purpose we're here today.  So if there's

18   anything else you think you need to tell me,

19   please do so.

20       A    I don't know.  I know that he was going

21   to give the children that -- he told them that

22   he was going to leave them property.  He told

23   them that.  And they would get together and it

24   seemed something would go wrong.  And I think

25   just before he died, actually, one of the
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 1   children told me that -- they said we need to

 2   get together so I can give you the property.

 3            But all of a sudden, I don't know why,

 4   but it all -- he left it all to Paula.  And I

 5   thought -- and I think really and truly, I think

 6   Jimmy really thinks that Paula -- thought that

 7   Paula would do the right thing.  I think he

 8   really thought that she would, you know, give

 9   them that what they should have.

10            And I know for certain that I was

11   told -- this is just hearsay.  But my children

12   told me this.  That their father said, you know,

13   you need -- you have to leave something to the

14   children.  And -- and Paula's father was a very

15   good person.  I liked him very much.  And, I

16   mean, it's...

17       Q    Sounds heartbreaking.

18       A    You know...

19       Q    Anything else you want to share with us

20   on that?

21       A    I just want my kids to get what belongs

22   to them and what their father said he was going

23   to do, but didn't do.  And I know he intended to

24   do it.  I don't know why, if he got afraid of

25   something.  I don't know.  I mean, that's --
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 1   that's the important thing.

 2       Q    Okay.

 3       A    I mean, that's what I think this is all

 4   about.

 5       Q    I gotcha.  You have made that clear,

 6   and I really appreciate you telling us how

 7   important this is to you and how --

 8       A    And I'm not asking for anything and I

 9   don't want anything.

10       Q    All right.

11       A    I'm not asking her to leave me

12   something.  I don't have anything to -- this is

13   for my children.

14       Q    I gotcha.  I understand.  Let me -- I'm

15   trying to move this deposition along so we're

16   not here longer than we have to be.

17       A    Um-hmm.

18       Q    And while I want to give you every

19   opportunity to read documents and answer my

20   questions in a way that you want to --

21       A    I can't read fast.

22       Q    I -- I understand that.

23            Let me just finish what I want to say.

24            Today is my opportunity to ask you the

25   questions that I want to ask you.
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 1       A    Right.

 2       Q    Now, there may -- may be some other

 3   things you want to talk about and some other

 4   questions that you want asked and answered.  But

 5   today is my opportunity for you to answer my

 6   questions --

 7       A    Well --

 8       Q    -- and so --

 9       A    -- whatever.

10       Q    -- I'm just asking you -- and I don't

11   want to rush you.  But if you can try to focus

12   on the specific question I'm asking and provide

13   an answer to that question, I think it might

14   save us some -- some time.  Okay?  But you take

15   as much time as you need.  I don't -- I don't

16   want to rush you.

17            But the question we left off with was

18   that this agreement that says y'all had

19   irreconcilable differences --

20       A    Um-hmm.

21       Q    -- and that y'all -- it was impossible

22   to continue to be married to each other.

23       A    Um-hmm.

24       Q    You -- you agreed, I believe, that this

25   was part and parcel of the divorce process;
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 1   correct?

 2            MR. GHOM:  Object to the form on

 3      Providence Rule Dead Man's Statute.

 4            THE WITNESS:  Well, if I signed

 5      it, I must -- I must have agreed to it.

 6      I mean, I might read it now and you

 7      think I was crazy.

 8  BY MR. TWOMBLEY:

 9       Q    Okay.  But -- but I understand that.

10            But my question is; is that when you

11   and Jimmy decided y'all were going to go get a

12   divorce, the first thing y'all did was go get

13   this agreement --

14       A    Okay.

15       Q    -- draft it up and sign it; is that

16   right?

17            MR. GHOM:  Object to the form.

18            MR. DAVID:  Object to the form.

19  BY MR. TWOMBLEY:

20       Q    You can answer.

21       A    I -- I don't know exactly what's all in

22   here.  Maybe I -- I signed it and maybe I don't

23   agree with it now.

24       Q    But, see, here's my question.  I didn't

25   ask you if you had signed it And I didn't ask
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 1   you if you knew everything that was in it.

 2       A    Um-hmm.

 3       Q    My question to you is:  Do you agree

 4   that this agreement that says y'all have

 5   irreconcilable differences --

 6       A    Yeah, that's what it said.

 7       Q    -- and that y'all no longer want to

 8   continue the marriage --

 9       A    Yeah.

10       Q    -- relationship was part of the

11   divorce?

12            MR. GHOM:  Object to the form.

13      Providence Rule and Dead Man's Statute.

14            THE WITNESS:  I can't hear you.

15            MR. GHOM:  Don't need to.

16

17  BY MR. TWOMBLEY:

18       Q    You didn't miss anything important.  Go

19   ahead.

20       A    I don't know.  I just don't know.

21       Q    You don't know?

22       A    I don't know what's in this, I have to

23   read it.

24       Q    Well, we see on the first page that it

25   says there's --
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 1       A    Well, yes.

 2       Q    -- irreconcilable differences --

 3       A    Yes.

 4       Q    -- that make the continuance of the

 5   marriage relationship between them impossible.

 6       A    Okay.  Well, what do you have problem

 7   with with that?

 8       Q    I don't have any problem with it at

 9   all.

10       A    Okay.

11       Q    I think that was the truth.  I'm just

12   trying to establish that when you and Jimmy --

13       A    It was irreconcilable differences.  But

14   it really he was just having an affair with a

15   woman.

16       Q    I totally understand that.  And whether

17   you decided or he decided or y'all both decided,

18   y'all didn't want to do it anymore and you

19   went --

20       A    Yeah.

21       Q    -- to get a divorce --

22       A    Right.

23       Q    -- and y'all had this agreement drafted

24   up and y'all signed it?

25       A    Yeah.
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 1       Q    Okay.  All right.  And so the agreement

 2   was one of the steps in getting the divorce;

 3   correct?

 4       A    Of course.

 5            MR. GHOM:  Object to the form of

 6      the question.

 7  BY MR. TWOMBLEY:

 8       Q    Can you repeat your answer?

 9       A    I -- I --

10       Q    Didn't you say of course?

11       A    Again, I --

12            MR. GHOM:  Object to the form.

13            THE WITNESS:  -- don't know what

14      you're trying to get at.

15  BY MR. TWOMBLEY:

16       Q    Well, see, here's the thing, the way

17   depositions work, the witness is not really -- I

18   could be getting at 100 different things, I'm

19   not really required to tell you what I'm getting

20   at.  You just are required to truthfully answer

21   my questions.

22       A    Well, I'm trying to truthfully answer

23   your questions --

24       Q    And you --

25       A    -- and some things I don't remember.
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 1       Q    Okay.  But when I asked you if this

 2   agreement was part of the divorce, you said --

 3       A    I guess so.

 4       Q    Well, didn't you say, "of course"?

 5            MR. GHOM:  Object to the form of

 6      the question.  Providence Rule.  South

 7      Carolina Dead Man's Statute.

 8  BY MR. TWOMBLEY:

 9       Q    See, that's -- that's a lawyer evidence

10   objection.  We're not dealing with that today.

11            Was this part of the divorce, did you

12   not say, "of course"?

13            MR. GHOM:  Object to the form.

14      Asked and answered.

15            Answer it.

16  BY MR. TWOMBLEY:

17       Q    You can go ahead.  It's been asked and

18   answered, go ahead and answer it again so we can

19   get it on the record.

20            MR. GHOM:  Object to the form.

21            THE WITNESS:  I don't know what

22      he's saying.

23  BY MR. TWOMBLEY:

24       Q    What he's saying is completely

25   irrelevant.
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 1       A    You think so?  If it isn't --

 2       Q    For purpose of this deposition, it is.

 3       A    Well, what does this have to do with

 4   anything?

 5       Q    Well --

 6       A    What does this have to do with my kids

 7   getting what they need to get?  What's that got

 8   to do with it?  What has this got to do with

 9   that?

10       Q    Can I just tell you something?  And I'm

11   just being honest with you.  I'm not required to

12   tell you that.

13       A    Well, I'm probably not required to tell

14   you what I -- some things that --

15       Q    Well, I don't --

16       A    -- I don't understand.

17       Q    I would respectfully submit that you

18   absolutely are.  And if we need to go to a judge

19   and get that ironed out, we can.  But I'm

20   telling you, if you understand my question, you

21   are legally required to provide a truthful

22   answer whether you know what I'm, quote, getting

23   at or not.  Witnesses very rarely know what the

24   lawyers may or may not be getting at.  So --

25       A    Well --
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 1            MR. GHOM:  Object to the form of

 2      the question.

 3            THE WITNESS:  It said the wife is

 4      to net the sum of 38,000.

 5            Is that what you mean, when he

 6      sold the house to me?

 7  BY MR. TWOMBLEY:

 8       Q    Nope.  That's not what I mean.

 9       A    I don't know what you mean.

10       Q    Well, let -- I want to ask you this

11   specific question.

12            When I asked you a moment ago -- and we

13   can go back and look at the record and we can

14   look at the video.  But when I asked you, was

15   this agreement part and parcel, part of the

16   divorce that you and Jimmy were seeking from

17   each other --

18            MR. DAVID:  Object to the form.

19  BY MR. TWOMBLEY:

20       Q    -- did you not say, "of course"?

21       A    I don't remember.

22            MR. GHOM:  Object to the form.

23  BY MR. TWOMBLEY:

24       Q    You don't remember saying that?

25       A    No.
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 1            MR. GHOM:  We'll be here all day.

 2  BY MR. TWOMBLEY:

 3       Q    Okay.

 4       A    I don't remember.

 5       Q    Well, okay.  We -- we'll look at what

 6   you said.

 7            Was this not part and parcel of the

 8   divorce of the process to end the marriage

 9   because continuing it was impossible?

10       A    Yes.

11            MR. GHOM:  Object to the form.

12  BY MR. TWOMBLEY:

13       Q    Okay.  That's all I needed -- that's

14   all I needed to know.

15            And when this agreement was signed, you

16   wanted a divorce from Jimmy and Jimmy wanted a

17   divorce from you --

18            MR. GHOM:  Object to the form.

19  BY MR. TWOMBLEY:

20       Q    -- right?

21       A    Yeah, we wanted a divorce.

22       Q    Yeah.

23       A    I mean, we both went to get the

24   divorce, so I guess we wanted to get a divorce.

25       Q    Yeah.  I agree.  This is easy.  You

0085

 1   just shout it out when you know the right

 2   answer.  Don't let them throw you off of the

 3   truth.

 4       A    What I don't understand is...

 5       Q    Tell me.

 6       A    You know how I feel.

 7       Q    I know how you feel?

 8       A    You know how I feel about this.

 9       Q    Well, I know what you told me, yeah.

10       A    Do you know what I feel?  Don't you

11   know what I want for my children?

12       Q    I know you what you want.  I got --

13       A    Then we got --

14       Q    -- that part.

15       A    -- a divorce --

16       Q    I got it.

17       A    -- and he remarried.

18       Q    And you did too.

19       A    Yes.  Not right away.

20       Q    I want to move on from this agreement

21   for a moment.

22       A    Okay.

23       Q    And I just want to ask you some general

24   questions about what happened after y'all signed

25   this agreement related to your divorce.  Okay?
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 1            MR. GHOM:  Object to the form.

 2            THE WITNESS:  Well, I, after --

 3      well --

 4  BY MR. TWOMBLEY:

 5       Q    Well, is it okay if I ask you some

 6   questions --

 7       A    Yeah.

 8       Q    -- about after you signed this

 9   agreement related to the divorce?

10       A    Okay.

11            MR. GHOM:  Object to the form.

12  BY MR. TWOMBLEY:

13       Q    Okay.  And I don't care who was right

14   or who was wrong or necessarily what your side

15   of the story is or what Jimmy's side of the

16   story is.  So I'm not too concerned of that.

17            My question is:  Isn't it correct that

18   after y'all got divorced and after you signed

19   this agreement, that y'all both went to court

20   claiming that, you know, Jimmy said you weren't

21   doing what you were supposed to do and you said

22   Jimmy wasn't doing what he was supposed to do so

23   y'all had to go to court and get that worked

24   out?

25       A    I don't remember going to a court.
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 1       Q    You don't?

 2       A    No.

 3       Q    Okay.  Well, let's look at some of

 4   these documents.  Here is a document, James

 5   Lloyd Strobel, that's Jimmy, right?

 6       A    Um-hmm.

 7       Q    Versus Zoie P. Strobel, that's you;

 8   correct?

 9       A    Right.

10            MR. GHOM:  Ashley, are you going

11      to present her the document --

12            (Crosstalk.)

13            MR. TWOMBLEY: -- if I -- I might.

14      I might, but I might not.  If that's an

15      objection, are you going to ask me what

16      I'm going to do next?  In a deposition,

17      I don't think I'm required to tell you

18      what I'm going to do next.  I would ask

19      that you please refrain from giving the

20      witness hints through --

21            MR. GHOM:  Well, I object to your

22      question --

23            (Crosstalk.)

24            MR. TWOMBLEY:  -- speaking

25      objections --
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 1            MR. GHOM:  You're asking her about

 2      the contents of the document without

 3      presenting her the document.

 4            MR. TWOMBLEY:  Object to the form

 5      of the question.

 6            MR. GHOM:  I just did.

 7            MR. TWOMBLEY:  Okay.  Good.

 8  BY MR. TWOMBLEY:

 9       Q    James Lloyd Strobel versus Zoie

10   Strobel, you are hereby summoned and required to

11   answer the petition in this action.  Let me just

12   read some of this stuff, see if it refreshes

13   your memories since you don't read that fast.

14            That he and respondent were formally

15   husband and wife and that the respondent is a

16   citizen and resident of the County of Dorchester

17   and that the subject matter is properly before

18   this court.

19            Prior to the aforestated divorce, the

20   parties hereto entered into a separation

21   agreement on March the 4th, 1977.  Said

22   agreement was duly filed and recorded in the

23   office of the Clerk of Court of Dorchester

24   County.

25            Says, Jimmy brings this action to
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 1   enforce part of the aforementioned agreement.

 2   That the husband was to have exclusive right to

 3   sell the marital home of Route 3, Ridgeville,

 4   South Carolina.

 5            Is that where you -- where the marital

 6   house was, Route 3, Ridgeville?

 7       A    (Nonverbal response.)

 8       Q    That the respondent -- that's you --

 9   failed and refused to allow the house to be

10   listed.

11            Do you remember Jimmy at least

12   claiming -- I'm not saying that you actually did

13   it.  But do you remember him claiming that you

14   weren't allowing the house to be listed?

15       A    I don't remember anything like that.

16       Q    You don't remember anything like that?

17   Okay.

18            It says here that his attorney --

19   because he was the one who filed this action --

20   was Grover Seaton at Paul and Seaton.

21            You don't remember anything about that?

22       A    What was that again?

23       Q    That Jimmy's attorney back then --

24       A    Uh-huh.

25       Q    -- when he filed this document was
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 1   Grover Seaton at Paul and Seaton Law Firm?

 2       A    I guess that's who he had as a lawyer.

 3       Q    Okay.  But if I understand your

 4   testimony, you don't remember anything about

 5   this legal proceeding.

 6            Is that fair?

 7       A    That's fair.

 8       Q    Okay.  I mean, you don't even remember

 9   it at all.

10            Is that fair?  So certainly --

11       A    It's such a long time ago, I just can't

12   remember all that.

13       Q    It's amazing.  It is a long time ago.

14       A    Yes.

15       Q    All right.  So if you don't remember

16   the proceeding at all, then you certainly don't

17   remember how it began or how it ended.

18            Is that fair?

19       A    How what began and what ended?

20       Q    Well, Jimmy filed this lawsuit.

21       A    Oh.

22       Q    He filed a document in court saying you

23   weren't doing what you were supposed to be doing

24   and he wanted the judge to make you do it?

25       A    What --
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 1            MR. GHOM:  Object to the form.

 2            THE WITNESS:  What was I supposed

 3      to be doing?  I don't remember anything

 4      like that.

 5  BY MR. TWOMBLEY:

 6       Q    Okay.  Well, I'm a happy to go through

 7   and give you this and you can read it.  But

 8   there's several of these things where he's

 9   claiming you're not doing something and you're

10   claiming he's not.

11            You don't remember any of that?

12            MR. GHOM:  Object to the form.

13            THE WITNESS:  No.  All I remember

14      is he left.  I had the three kids by

15      myself and we -- and I'm not sure.

16  BY MR. TWOMBLEY:

17       Q    Okay.

18       A    And then they decided to buy the house

19   from me.  That's all I can remember.

20       Q    Well, listen, I don't fault you for not

21   going.  I mean, my God, this is --

22       A    Too much to remember.

23       Q    This was almost 50 years ago.

24            Did Mr. Strobel, at some point, or do

25   you remember anything about him offering to pay
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 1   you some more money for the house in Givhans or

 2   anything like that?

 3       A    Pay me some more money?

 4       Q    Right.

 5       A    No.

 6       Q    Okay.  Do you remember being

 7   represented by Grover Seaton, III in these

 8   proceedings after the divorce?

 9       A    No, I wasn't -- he wasn't my lawyer.

10       Q    He wasn't?

11       A    No.  He was Jimmy's lawyer, I guess.

12       Q    Oh, I meant Gordon Garrett.

13       A    Gordon Garrett.  What about him?

14       Q    Well, you remember he represented you

15   in this legal dispute that took place after the

16   divorce?

17       A    Yeah.  He got that money for me for the

18   month.

19       Q    I gotcha.  But anything else you

20   remember?

21       A    No.

22       Q    And you may not -- and you may have

23   already answered this but I just want to make --

24   make sure I got this part clear.

25            And that is that, do you have any
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 1   memory whatsoever of Jimmy taking the position

 2   after the divorce that you were not doing what

 3   you were legally obligated to do in this

 4   agreement?

 5       A    What was that?  What was I --

 6       Q    Well, whatever it was.

 7       A    -- obligated to do?  I had the kids

 8   every two weeks.

 9       Q    Well, based on what we just read, it

10   said you were obligated to give him the right to

11   sell the marital home and you weren't allowing

12   him to do it.  That's one thing?

13       A    Well, he sold it to me.

14       Q    My question to you is very specific.

15            Do you -- do you even remember a point

16   in time after the divorce where Jimmy went to

17   court with a lawyer and said Zoie is not doing

18   what she agreed to do when we signed this

19   agreement?

20       A    No, I don't remember that.

21       Q    Okay.  Do you remember that -- well,

22   let me ask that differently.

23            Do you have any specific memory of

24   there being any changes or modifications to this

25   document after it was signed in March of 1977?
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 1       A    No.  I don't -- no, I don't remember

 2   anything.

 3       Q    Okay.

 4       A    I don't remember getting anything or

 5   anybody saying anything to me about anything.

 6   No, I don't.

 7       Q    Okay.  Would you -- do you remember

 8   that at some point in time, you had custody of

 9   the children, but --

10       A    Um-hmm.

11       Q    -- you relinquished custody of the

12   children to Jimmy.

13            Do you remember that?

14       A    Yeah, I do.  They decided to move into

15   the house and I left the house.  Was two of them

16   that -- that they could do.  There was four of

17   them and one of me.  And I didn't have a job.  I

18   couldn't have taken care of them.

19       Q    Um-hmm.  What else was going on in your

20   life that caused Jimmy to get sole custody of

21   these children as opposed to y'all having joint

22   custody or you keeping custody?

23       A    What else, what?

24       Q    What else was going on in your life?

25       A    Nothing, that I know of.
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 1       Q    Well, why did you give up sole legal

 2   custody of the children?

 3            MR. GHOM:  Object to the form.

 4            THE WITNESS:  Why would I?

 5  BY MR. TWOMBLEY:

 6       Q    That's what I'm trying --

 7       A    I had four children and no money.

 8       Q    Well, that's called being poor.

 9       A    That was the only reason.

10       Q    But a lot of poor people still have

11   custody --

12       A    I know they --

13       Q    -- of their children --

14            MR. DAVID:  Object to form.

15            THE WITNESS:  -- can do a lot of

16      things now that they didn't do then.

17  BY MR. TWOMBLEY:

18       Q    So is it -- is it your testimony --

19       A    There's no way I could have taken care

20   of them.  Leave the job, come home, cook for

21   them, and do everything, watch where they were

22   going, the driving around, you know, needing

23   cars and all that stuff.  How was I to do that?

24   I couldn't do that.  Not in my capacity, I

25   couldn't.  Maybe somebody could have done it.
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 1   And I know they can do it.  I mean, they live in

 2   cars, you know...

 3       Q    Well, listen, I'm not faulting, you

 4   know, I want to make sure you understand.  I

 5   mean, you know, nobody knows what you were going

 6   through back then and what the situation was.

 7   So I'm not faulting you for that.

 8            My -- my question is just:  Other than

 9   the simple fact that you didn't have a job and

10   didn't have the resources, I guess, to take care

11   of the kids, is there anything else that

12   would --

13       A    I didn't have a house.

14       Q    Is there anything else that was going

15   on in your life?  You know, were you having any

16   medical problems or health problems?

17       A    Me, at that time?

18       Q    Yes, ma'am.

19       A    I was pretty -- I was pretty healthy.

20       Q    Okay.  Were you -- were you seeking any

21   counseling or medical treatment at the time you

22   gave up --

23       A    I don't think so.  I don't remember

24   anything like that.

25       Q    You don't remember going --
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 1       A    I don't think I was seeking any

 2   counseling at that time.

 3       Q    Because previously, you know, you had

 4   said when y'all were at Clemson --

 5       A    Yeah.

 6       Q    -- even before the affairs, that you

 7   had gone to a doctor and he had referred you to

 8   a psychiatrist.

 9       A    Yeah.

10       Q    And now Jimmy's had --

11       A    And I took some medication and when it

12   was over, that was it.

13       Q    Okay.  But you're -- after you -- after

14   you had gotten -- you found out that Jimmy was

15   cheating on you two different times, and now

16   y'all got a divorce and now he's going to get

17   custody of your kids.

18            Your testimony is you didn't seek any

19   help for the way that made you feel?

20            MR. GHOM:  Object to the form.

21            THE WITNESS:  I can't remember.

22  BY MR. TWOMBLEY:

23       Q    So you may have?

24            MR. DAVID:  Object to the form.

25            THE WITNESS:  I don't think I did,
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 1      but...

 2  BY MR. TWOMBLEY:

 3       Q    But you can't you rule that out?

 4       A    I don't think I did.

 5       Q    Well, I understand you don't think you

 6   did, ma'am.  But my question is, it sounds like

 7   you're not 100 percent sure.

 8            MR. GHOM:  Object to the form.

 9            MR. DAVID:  Object to the form.

10  BY MR. TWOMBLEY:

11       Q    Is that --

12       A    I don't remember.

13       Q    So you don't remember one way or the

14   other?

15       A    No.

16            MR. GHOM:  Object to the form.

17            MR. DAVID:  Object to the form.

18            THE WITNESS:  I don't think I...

19  BY MR. TWOMBLEY:

20       Q    Did you have any type of substance

21   abuse problems during that time or anything like

22   that?

23       A    No.  I never have, never will.  I'm not

24   that -- I'm not a --

25       Q    What did you with $38,000 that Jimmy
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 1   paid you for the house?

 2       A    I put it in the bank, part of it.  I

 3   had to use part of it and then I put some in the

 4   bank, which helped buy our other house.

 5       Q    Was -- I think you said Ollie had a

 6   good relationship with these boys, right?

 7       A    Yeah.  Sure.

 8       Q    Why'd you have get up sole custody?  I

 9   mean, if you -- two years later, you're

10   remarried, you had $38,000.  Ollie could have

11   helped you.  I'm just trying to understand what

12   was it that made a young mother in 1978 agree

13   that she was going to give up custody of her --

14       A    I --

15       Q    -- children in favor of this man that

16   she's got a major problem with?

17            MR. GHOM:  Objection.  Asked and

18      answered.  This is really stretching

19      relevancy, but...

20            THE WITNESS:  I couldn't do that.

21      I couldn't do it.

22  BY MR. TWOMBLEY:

23       Q    Couldn't do what?

24       A    I just wouldn't be able to take care of

25   them.  It was just too much.  I just told you,
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 1   four boys, they're wanting to -- they're wanting

 2   to get, you know -- go -- as they grew up, they

 3   wanted a truck, they want a car, they want to

 4   drive, they want to do this, they want to do

 5   that.  I couldn't keep up with all that.  I

 6   wasn't made like that.  I just wasn't made that

 7   way.

 8       Q    I understand.  I understand.

 9       A    I just couldn't do it.  I didn't want

10   to have to do that.  No way.

11       Q    Well, let me ask you this.

12            At any time point in time thereafter,

13   did you ever try to get custody back of the

14   children?

15       A    No.  I had them every two weeks and we

16   had a good relationship.  We helped them go

17   through school.  We helped them, and...

18       Q    Well, didn't you always have a good

19   relationship with them?

20       A    Yes, of course.  Always.

21       Q    And, I mean, I hear what you're saying

22   is that everything seemed to be going along

23   fine --

24       A    And one of my kids was --

25       Q    Right.
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 1       A    -- in a bad wreck and was quadriplegic.

 2   I can see me trying to do that by myself.

 3       Q    I want to -- if you will listen very

 4   carefully.  It sounds like -- I -- I heard you

 5   say you didn't ever try to reestablish sole

 6   custody because you had them every couple of

 7   weeks and things were fine and there was just no

 8   need to do that.

 9            Is that fair?

10       A    I guess it was.

11       Q    Okay.  So what happened back in --

12   earlier where you had to legally give up custody

13   of your children so that you legally cannot make

14   decisions on their behalf?

15            MR. GHOM:  Object to the form.

16      She answered --

17            MR. DAVID:  Object to the form.

18            MR. GHOM:  -- several times

19      already.

20            THE WITNESS:  I probably made a

21      lot of -- I probably had lot of

22      grievances.  Yeah, I'm sure.

23  BY MR. TWOMBLEY:

24       Q    And I -- I know these lawyers keep

25   saying asked and answered.  But I feel like
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 1   there's something we're missing because, you

 2   know, a lot of couples that are divorced, you

 3   know, the paper says one thing but then they do

 4   something else, right?

 5       A    Yeah.

 6       Q    And they he never go back and change

 7   the papers because there's just no need to do

 8   it, right?

 9            MR. DAVID:  Object to the form.

10            MR. TWOMBLEY:  Objection noted.

11  BY MR. TWOMBLEY:

12       Q    So, you know, the papers might say you

13   get them for one week and he gets them for three

14   weeks, but y'all work it out, two and two.  And,

15   you know, that type of thing happens all the

16   time, and if it's rocking along and working

17   well, that's fine.

18       A    We worked it out.

19       Q    But I'm saying at some point, you

20   legally gave up custody of these children in

21   favor of James.

22       A    Well, yes, you know that.

23       Q    Yeah.  But I don't know why.

24       A    I just told you why.  I just told you

25   that I could not -- I didn't have a job, I
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 1   didn't have a house.  I wouldn't be able to take

 2   care of four boys that would be running around

 3   here and there wanting cars and stuff like that.

 4   How the heck am I going to do that?

 5       Q    And that's all you can think of?

 6       A    Well, what else could I think of?  I

 7   mean, that's just a crazy question.

 8       Q    Okay.  Let's move on.

 9       A    I mean, this has nothing to do with

10   what I'm asking.  This has nothing to do with

11   what I'm here for.  I'm here for my children to

12   get what belongs to them.  That's what I'm here

13   for.

14       Q    I know.  I know that's what you want.

15       A    What are you asking me all these

16   questions for?

17       Q    Well, sometimes these things have --

18       A    I mean, why?  What -- what is it for?

19       Q    You have to talk --

20       A    The main thing is -- I don't

21   understand.  I don't understand why you don't

22   get it.

23       Q    No.  I get it.  I do get it.  I've just

24   got some -- I've got some more questions.  Let's

25   just try --

0104

 1       A    What?  What?  What?

 2       Q    -- to get through them.

 3            Do you remember the two or three years

 4   after the divorce, that you brought a lawsuit

 5   against Jimmy, Zoie P. Strobel versus James

 6   Strobel?  Your lawyer was Gordon Garrett.

 7       A    Didn't we just go through that?

 8       Q    No, that was a different one.

 9       A    Well, no.  I -- I -- I don't remember

10   anything but that one time.  I don't know what

11   else I would go.  I can't -- if I did, I don't

12   remember.

13       Q    Okay.  And you don't know how that

14   lawsuit concluded or what the result of it was?

15            MR. GHOM:  Object to form.

16            THE WITNESS:  I thought I said to

17      get the money.  I went to Gordon

18      Garrett to get the money.  What --

19      what -- what else are you talking

20      about?

21  BY MR. TWOMBLEY:

22       Q    Well, you know, normally when a

23   lawsuit's filed, there's something that shows

24   what the end result was, you know?

25       A    The end result was --
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 1       Q    This person wins, that person wins,

 2   or --

 3       A    Got me the money.

 4       Q    Well, I know that's what you -- you

 5   say.

 6            Do you have a specific memory of what

 7   the --

 8       A    And I remember this, too.

 9       Q    Can I finish, please?

10            Do you have a specific memory of what

11   the deal was between you and James?  I know you

12   say he had to pay you some money.

13            But do you know what else you had to do

14   or he had to do or anything else of that nature?

15       A    No.  I just remember that he wanted to

16   keep most of my money.  And I said, what are you

17   doing?  I need this money.

18       Q    Okay.

19       A    He said, okay.  I'll just take 100.

20       Q    Okay.  So you just don't remember what

21   the final deal was?

22            MR. DAVID:  She just answered

23      that.

24            MR. GHOM:  Objection to the form.

25            MR. DAVID:  Object to the form.
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 1            MR. GHOM:  Mischaracterizes her

 2      testimony.

 3            THE WITNESS:  I've already

 4      answered that.  I got -- I wanted to

 5      get my money.

 6  BY MR. TWOMBLEY:

 7       Q    Well, you know, first of all, I want to

 8   make sure you understand something, and

 9   everybody else in this room.

10       A    What?

11       Q    I want to make sure you understand

12   something.

13       A    What?

14       Q    There is nothing in the world that

15   prohibits me from asking the same question

16   twice.

17       A    Oh.

18       Q    Or asking the same question five

19   different ways.

20       A    Okay.

21       Q    That is my job.

22       A    All right.

23       Q    And I am not trying to be mean.  But I

24   want to make sure that what your testimony is

25   clear.  Okay?  That's all I'm trying to do.
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 1       A    Okay.

 2            MR. GHOM:  Object to the speech.

 3  BY MR. TWOMBLEY:

 4       Q    I thought you had said that you could

 5   not remember exactly what the end result was of

 6   this lawsuit.  You only remember that part of it

 7   was that --

 8       A    Part --

 9       Q    -- he had to pay you some money.

10            MR. GHOM:  Object to the form.

11            THE WITNESS:  I thought that was

12      the only part.  I didn't know any other

13      part.

14  BY MR. TWOMBLEY:

15       Q    Well, let's talk about the other part

16   for a minute.

17       A    What's the other part?

18       Q    You had contended, I think, that James

19   had not -- Jimmy had not made his alimony

20   payments to you.

21       A    Um-hmm.

22       Q    Do you remember that?

23       A    That was -- yes, it was just for a

24   month, I think.

25       Q    Okay.  Do you remember that Jimmy sent
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 1   a copy of each and every check that you had

 2   cashed to the court proving that he had made

 3   those payments?

 4       A    No, because he paid me.

 5       Q    Well, let's --

 6       A    I don't remember any checks or

 7   whatever.  I guess he paid -- I don't know how

 8   he paid me.  I mean, this is...

 9       Q    So long ago, I know.

10            Do you remember that Jimmy had taken

11   the position that you were causing interference

12   in his life?

13       A    No.  I wasn't causing any interference

14   in his life.

15       Q    I didn't ask you if you were doing it.

16   I asked you if do you remember that Jimmy said

17   you were doing it?

18       A    No, I don't.

19       Q    Do you remember Jimmy accused you of

20   breaching the agreement y'all had signed because

21   you were harassing him?  Do you have any memory

22   of that?

23       A    I was harassing him?

24       Q    I'm not saying you were.  I'm saying do

25   you remember -- see, look, when you talk to two
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 1   people who are divorced --

 2       A    Um-hmm.

 3       Q    -- and, I mean, they start bickering

 4   and complaining, I mean, only God knows what

 5   really happens.  I don't care what actually

 6   happened.  I'm just trying to find out, do you

 7   remember what Jimmy was saying about you and

 8   what you were doing back then.  That's my only

 9   question.

10       A    It's been so long ago.  What did I say?

11       Q    Do you remember that Jimmy was accusing

12   you of breaching your --

13       A    No.

14       Q    -- agreement by harassing him?

15       A    No.  I don't remember that.

16       Q    Do you remember that Jimmy was taking

17   the position that the harassment was getting

18   worse and worse and more harsh over time?

19       A    No.  I don't remember that.  I don't

20   know what I could have done or said.

21       Q    Do you remember that Jimmy was taking

22   the position that you were violating the

23   agreement as to the visitation rights he had for

24   the children?

25       A    No.  No, I don't remember anything like
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 1   that.

 2       Q    Do you have any memory of Jimmy taking

 3   the position that you were not taking the

 4   children to the medical appointments that they

 5   needed to be taken to?

 6       A    Medical appointments?  If they had

 7   medical appointments, I would have definitely

 8   taken them.  I believed in health.

 9       Q    Do you know why Jimmy would say --

10       A    I don't know why.

11       Q    -- that you weren't --

12       A    Why would I be -- I mean, I took them.

13   When?  When?  When was he talking about this?

14       Q    Let me just see if this refreshes your

15   memory.

16            "One visitation weekend just before

17   being picked up by their mother, Nicky was

18   bitten by a cat.  When his mother arrived, we

19   were preparing to take Nicky to the hospital

20   because he was due his tetanus shot, which my

21   wife had just recently verified with

22   Dr. Herbert's office.

23            However, since the other children were

24   ready to go when their mother had arrived, she

25   stated she would take him to the hospital.  My
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 1   wife wrote our insurance number and the date of

 2   Nicky's last tetanus shot on a piece of paper

 3   for Zoie to pass on to the attending physician.

 4   We tried to call the children later that night

 5   and got no answer.

 6            The next day when the boys returned

 7   home, Nicky's arm was swollen and red and he was

 8   running a fever.  When asked about the doctor,

 9   the children indicated that Nicky was not taken

10   to the doctor, but that Zoie had tried to call.

11            And that afternoon -- that after the

12   date shown as the last tetanus was incorrect,

13   according to their mother.  When I called

14   Dr. Herbert's office Monday morning, the nurse

15   knew nothing of Nicky's accident.  After

16   speaking to Dr. Herbert, we took him right in.

17            Frankly, Dr. Herbert was shocked by his

18   condition.  He was given tetanus shot and the

19   prescription for the infection.  It was numerous

20   days before we were relieved that it was healing

21   satisfactorily."

22            Do you remember anything about Jimmy

23   alleging or accusing you of things like that?

24       A    No.

25       Q    Okay.
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 1       A    I don't.

 2       Q    Jimmy had accused you of taking the

 3   kids to R-rated movies and he thought that was a

 4   bit much --

 5       A    What?

 6       Q    -- for ten-year old children.

 7       A    I never did such a thing.

 8       Q    Look, I'm not asking if you did it.

 9   I'm asking if you remember he was --

10       A    I would never.

11       Q    -- accusing you of doing it?

12       A    I would never take them to an R-rated

13   movie.

14       Q    But do you remember Jimmy saying you

15   had done this?

16       A    No, I don't.

17       Q    Okay.  What about Danny being taken to

18   a lounge and known that wine was bought for him

19   at one of these places, do you know anything

20   about that?

21       A    No.

22       Q    Do you have any memory of Jimmy

23   accusing you of going into his house, the house

24   where he lived with Paula, on two occasions

25   without their permission?
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 1       A    No.  But I did leave Johns Island at

 2   6:00 in the morning to get to their house by

 3   7:00 to take care of Tony while they went to

 4   work.

 5       Q    Okay.

 6       A    And that was days and days and days.

 7       Q    What about digging up shrubbery in

 8   their yard and taking it to your new house, do

 9   you remember anything about that?

10       A    What?  The -- what?

11       Q    "On occasion, she had attempted to

12   remove shrubbery from the yard.  The statement

13   she made to the children is that she planted

14   them.  That may be true.  However, I bought them

15   from her as far as I'm concerned, and that is

16   stealing."

17            Do you --

18       A    I don't remember anything --

19       Q    -- remember anything like that?

20       A    No.  Oh, boy.  That's...

21       Q    Well, why -- do you have any idea why

22   somebody would write a letter like this to the

23   court and accuse you of all those things if none

24   of it ever happened?

25       A    Well, if they did --

0114

 1            MR. GHOM:  Object to form.

 2            THE WITNESS:  -- I don't remember

 3      anything like that and -- and what kind

 4      of accusations were they, really?  What

 5      -- I mean, did they -- were they

 6      something I should have gone to jail

 7      for?

 8  BY MR. TWOMBLEY:

 9       Q    No, I don't think so.

10       A    I mean...

11       Q    I guess I'm just -- I'm just trying to

12   figure out what you remember, if anything, about

13   these different legal proceedings and the things

14   that you were saying and the things that Jimmy

15   was saying and how all that ended up.

16       A    I don't remember a bunch of that.  I

17   mean, I don't remember any of that.  And if it

18   ended up Jimmy would -- and I were very good and

19   had a very good relationship, you know, after a

20   certain time, especially when my son was

21   injured.  We had a good relationship.  I had to

22   help him with that.  And I don't remember having

23   any words with him at all.  I mean, it was

24   always nice and respectful.

25       Q    Well, if somebody wrote a letter like
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 1   this about me and sent it to the court, I

 2   wouldn't have a good relationship with --

 3       A    But --

 4       Q    -- them, so...

 5       A    Well, you know, that was so long ago

 6   and probably very young.  As you get older, I

 7   think you get a little wiser, don't you think?

 8   I mean, you might do -- you might say things

 9   when you're younger that you probably wouldn't

10   say when you got older.  And I'm sure that's

11   right.  But --

12       Q    Well, I might --

13       A    -- I don't remember any of those things

14   being so devastating to anything.

15       Q    Well, the same way with things that you

16   say when you get older and wiser, that also

17   applies to the things that you do, right?

18            You get older and wiser, you don't do

19   things that you did when you were young and

20   foolish; correct?

21       A    What was that again?

22       Q    When you got older and wiser --

23       A    Right.

24       Q    -- not only do you not say things that

25   you said when you were young, but you also don't
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 1   do things --

 2       A    Right.

 3       Q    -- that you did when you were young;

 4   correct?

 5       A    Exactly.

 6            MR. DAVID:  Can we take about a

 7      five-minute break?

 8            MR. TWOMBLEY:  Absolutely.

 9            THE WITNESS:  I feel like I have a

10      dancing team here.

11            THE VIDEOGRAPHER:  It's 12:32, and

12      we're off the record.

13               (Whereupon, a luncheon break was

14               taken from 12:32 P.M.

15               until 2:01 P.M.)

16            THE VIDEOGRAPHER:  It's now 2:01.

17      We're back video.

18  BY MR. TWOMBLEY:

19       Q    Okay.  Did you get you some lunch?

20       A    Um-hmm.

21       Q    Okay.  When we got back to the

22   deposition room, I noticed that Plaintiff's

23   Exhibit 1 was here in front of you that and it

24   had been turned to a specific page.  I think it

25   was page 4.
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 1            Is that the page that it was turned to?

 2       A    Yeah.  I was just looking at that --

 3   the first page from down here.

 4       Q    Okay.  And then did you underline this?

 5       A    Huh-uh.

 6       Q    Well, who -- who underlined it?

 7       A    I don't know.

 8            MR. TWOMBLEY:  Well, can somebody

 9      tell us who's marking on the exhibits

10      for the witness, pointing her to

11      specific provisions?

12            MR. DAVID:  Can I see?

13            MR. TWOMBLEY:  Yeah.  Does anyone

14      know who wrote on it?  Y'all don't

15      know?

16            MR. GHOM:  Is that the original,

17      Ashley?

18            MR. TWOMBLEY:  Yeah.  Exhibit

19      Number 1, turned to that right -- page

20      right there and somebody's underlined

21      the provision.  It just so happened to

22      be a helpful provision for y'all.  It's

23      amazing how it got turned to that page

24      and that that provision got underlined

25      and nobody knows about it.
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 1            In any event, we'll have to move

 2      on.  Leave that mystery unsolved.

 3  BY MR. TWOMBLEY:

 4       Q    Do you know who wrote on this, who

 5   underlined that?

 6       A    No. No.

 7       Q    Do you know why somebody would

 8   underline that provision and leave this sitting

 9   right in front of you?

10       A    No.

11       Q    I think that I -- somebody wanted to

12   make sure you knew, remembered about this

13   specific line.

14            Do think that might be why?

15       A    Maybe so.

16       Q    All right.  Well, since you underlined

17   it -- or somebody underlined it, I want to ask

18   you about it.

19            Do you know what this provision even

20   is?

21       A    No.  What is it?

22       Q    Well, I'm asking you if you know what

23   it is?

24       A    I don't know.

25       Q    Okay.  Well, you -- you pointed me to
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 1   this underline and said, "What is this," and

 2   then you smiled at me.  It was as if you knew

 3   something about it.

 4            You don't -- why did you ask me --

 5       A    I was just asking, what is that?

 6            MR. TWOMBLEY:  Okay.  Does the

 7      court reporter know who wrote on this?

 8            MADAM COURT REPORTER:  (Nonverbal

 9      response.)

10            MR. TWOMBLEY:  The Videographer?

11            THE VIDEOGRAPHER:  (Nonverbal

12      response.)

13            MR. TWOMBLEY:  Did you do it,

14      Bijan?

15            MR. GHOM:  I didn't know it was

16      there.

17  BY MR. TWOMBLEY:

18       Q    All right.  Well, let's talk about the

19   provision.  Let's -- let's read the whole thing

20   and not just the part that was underlined.

21            Don't you think that's a good idea?

22       A    That's a lot.

23       Q    It's a lot?

24       A    I can't read all that.

25       Q    You can't even read it?
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 1       A    I mean, I can't -- I could read it, but

 2   it would take forever.

 3       Q    Well, it's probably -- let's read it

 4   together.  I'll help you.  Somebody went through

 5   the trouble of underlining it and I think we at

 6   least ought to talk about it.

 7            MR. GHOM:  Ashley, can you tell me

 8      where it is?  You said page 4?

 9            MR. TWOMBLEY:  The top of page 4,

10      and this is --

11            MR. GHOM:  Is this run over from

12      the prior page.

13            MR. TWOMBLEY:  Yes, it is, run

14      over from the prior page.  It's the

15      words that say, quote, his estate to be

16      equally divided among his children.

17      It's that --

18            THE WITNESS:  (Reading sotto

19      voce.)

20            MR. TWOMBLEY:  That provision.

21            THE WITNESS:  (Reading sotto

22      voce.)

23            (Crosstalk.)

24            MR. GHOM:  Okay.

25            MR. TWOMBLEY:  I don't how
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 1      somebody --

 2            THE WITNESS:  (Reading sotto

 3      voce.)

 4            (Crosstalk.)

 5            MR. TWOMBLEY:  -- found that one,

 6      but let's talk about it.

 7            THE WITNESS:  I don't know about

 8      that $25,000.  What is that?

 9  BY MR. TWOMBLEY:

10       Q    Well, let's read it.  Would you read it

11   out loud to us?  I want to hear you read it

12   since it's your agreement.

13       A    This --

14       Q    Start on page 3 bottom, fifth.

15       A    "It is agreed by the parties that the

16   husband will keep at least $25,000 or 50 percent

17   of the estate which is greater."

18       Q    Whichever is greater.

19       A    "Whichever is greater of his estate for

20   the benefit of his four children of his" --

21       Q    Personalty.

22       A    Personalty?

23       Q    Yes, ma'am.

24       A    And real- --

25       Q    And realty --
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 1       A    "And realty free of all liens, and

 2   husband further agrees to -- something --

 3       Q    -- execute a --

 4       A    -- a revocable --

 5       Q    -- revocable will to that effect.

 6       A    -- execute a revocable will to that

 7   effect.

 8       Q    Um-hmm.

 9       A    And what does it mean?  The next one.

10       Q    And then it says -- it's hard to read.

11   But I think it says said amount of -- and then

12   start on the top of page 4.

13       A    "His estate is to be equally divided

14   among his children, his death" --

15       Q    At his death.

16       A    At his death.

17       Q    All right.

18       A    I see that.

19       Q    All right.  Well, let's talk about

20   this.

21       A    "Namely Daniel Floyd Strobel, James

22   Andrew Strobel, Peter Nicholas Strobel, and John

23   Anthony Strobel, per" --

24       Q    Per sterpus.  That's one of those old

25   lawyer words.
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 1       A    Six, the husband --

 2       Q    I don't need the rest of it.

 3       A    Oh.

 4       Q    Let's just talk about five to start

 5   with.

 6            What does that mean to you?

 7            Well, no, before we -- I ask you that.

 8            Is this one of those provisions that

 9   you didn't remember earlier?

10       A    I don't know.

11       Q    Well, I'd ask you about the agreement

12   and what it provided and everything else.  You

13   said you didn't remember.  So this would have to

14   be --

15       A    I don't know if you...

16       Q    Well, do you remember this provision?

17       A    No, I don't remember.

18       Q    Okay.  All right.  Well, do you -- do

19   you know what this provision means?

20       A    No.  What does it mean?

21       Q    Well, did -- did you know what it meant

22   back in 1977 when you signed this document?

23       A    I don't remember from 1977, what we put

24   in there from 1977.

25       Q    Okay.  Well, do you have any
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 1   understanding of what it means now today?

 2       A    It sounds like -- I think they were to

 3   get half of what his estate was worth.

 4       Q    Okay.  You said earlier that was what

 5   was so important to you, right?

 6       A    Did I say earlier that was what was

 7   reported to me?

 8       Q    Well, you just said earlier that

 9   ensuring that, you know, the boys received part

10   of their father's estate, that was what was so

11   important for you?

12       A    Yes, of course.

13       Q    And -- but other than the -- other than

14   what you just told me, do you have any knowledge

15   or understanding about how this provision was

16   supposed to work?

17       A    Well, that's part of -- that's -- what

18   is that exactly, that whole -- that whole thing?

19       Q    Supposedly, it's an agreement you and

20   Jimmy signed.  But I -- you know...

21       A    It was our -- what do you call it?

22       Q    Separation agreement.

23       A    That's the separation agreement, or is

24   that the --

25       Q    Well, it's the one that says that y'all
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 1   have concluded that you can no -- that you

 2   cannot continue -- continue the marriage

 3   relationship.

 4       A    Yeah.

 5       Q    That that was impossible.

 6       A    Is that the separate agreement or the

 7   divorce agreement?

 8       Q    Is there a divorce agreement?

 9       A    I don't know.  I don't know what that

10   is.  Is it a separate or a divorce agreement?

11       Q    Well, if -- if you don't know what it

12   is, I mean, who knows what it is?

13       A    Then what is it?  You do.  You know,

14   don't you?

15       Q    I mean, I was going to ask Jimmy, but

16   he's dead in the ground.  So you don't know what

17   it is, either?

18            MR. GHOM:  Object to the form.

19            THE WITNESS:  Does it say

20      separation or does it say divorce?

21  BY MR. TWOMBLEY:

22       Q    Well, you tell me.

23       A    I don't know.

24       Q    Okay.

25       A    I don't remember.
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 1       Q    So other than the words that are on

 2   this paper, you cannot provide any input on what

 3   you meant or Jimmy meant by these words.

 4            Is that fair?

 5       A    Well, I can see what he said right

 6   there.

 7       Q    Okay.

 8       A    I can see what's on that paper.

 9       Q    Okay.  All right.  But other than

10   what's on the paper, you don't have any

11   independent memory of how this was supposed to

12   work?

13       A    Well, I do remember things he said.

14       Q    Okay.  All right.  Well, go ahead and

15   tell us now, after lunch, what you remember he

16   said.

17       A    That's exactly what that said.

18       Q    Okay.  Well, how did you come to

19   remember this in between when we left lunch and

20   now when we come back?

21            MR. GHOM:  Objection to form.

22      Argumentative.

23            THE WITNESS:  How did I what?

24  BY MR. TWOMBLEY:

25       Q    Well, previously when we were here, we
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 1   went through great lengths to establish --

 2            (Crosstalk.)

 3       A    I don't remember --

 4       Q    -- you have the memory of this --

 5   really, of this agreement, how it was supposed

 6   to work --

 7       A    I don't think that went that fa -- that

 8   far, I don't think.

 9       Q    Okay.  Well, in between the time we

10   left for lunch --

11       A    I was reading some of that before you

12   came in.

13       Q    And today -- and right now, what --

14   how -- how did you start to remember all these

15   conversations and things that Jimmy had said

16   and --

17       A    Well, I know what he said.

18       Q    Well, you didn't --

19       A    I mean, I know --

20       Q    -- tell me earlier?

21       A    -- he intended to leave the kids

22   something.  Okay?  I know he was going to leave

23   the kids something.

24       Q    Well, what was he going to leave them?

25       A    For some reason, he never got around
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 1   it.

 2       Q    Well, what was he going to leave them?

 3       A    Hmm?

 4       Q    What was he going to leave them?

 5       A    What he said in that -- what did he say

 6   there?

 7       Q    Well, ma'am, I was -- I was one year

 8   old when this agreement was drafted so, you

 9   know, I want to know what you think it says, not

10   what I think it says.

11       A    Yeah.  You were one year old.

12       Q    So, I mean, this is your agreement, is

13   it not?

14       A    I guess so.  Did I sign it?

15       Q    Yes, you did.

16       A    Well, then I guess I -- that's what I

17   agreed to, I guess.

18       Q    Okay.  I mean, we can't ask Jimmy,

19   right?

20       A    No.

21       Q    Okay.  So I'm going to ask you.  So

22   let's go through this.

23            It is agreed by the parties -- that's

24   you and Jimmy; correct?

25       A    Um-hmm.
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 1       Q    Is that -- can you say yes so the --

 2       A    Yes.

 3       Q    Okay.  All right.  That the husband --

 4   that's Jimmy, right?

 5       A    Yes.

 6       Q    Will keep at least $25,000 --

 7       A    I don't know where the $25,000 came

 8   from.

 9       Q    Well, how we going to figure that out?

10       A    I don't know.  I don't know if we had

11   -- we didn't have $25,000, I don't think.

12       Q    So you don't know what was meant by

13   that clause to keep at least $25,000?

14       A    No, I don't --

15            MR. DAVID:  Object to the form.

16      The document speak for itself.

17            MR. TWOMBLEY:  Uh-huh.  And I'm

18      asking you please don't make any

19      more --

20            THE WITNESS:  Well, I don't know

21      what --

22            (Crosstalk.)

23            MR. TWOMBLEY:  -- speaking

24      objections.

25            THE WITNESS:  I don't know where
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 1      the $25,000 came from.

 2            MR. TWOMBLEY:  I will agree that

 3      you don't have to make any objection to

 4      any question I ask.  You can reserve

 5      all those objections, and I'm asking

 6      please do not make any speaking

 7      objections.

 8  BY MR. TWOMBLEY:

 9       Q    So the -- so you don't know what was

10   meant by this, keep at least $25,000; correct?

11       A    I don't know what he meant by that.

12       Q    Okay.  So it says $25,000 or

13   50 percent.

14       A    50 percent of what?

15       Q    Well, of his estate.

16       A    25 percent of his estate?

17       Q    Well, $25,000 or 50 percent of his

18   estate.

19       A    I don't know what that means.

20       Q    Okay.

21       A    All we had was a house and some land.

22   We had 3 acres and a house.

23       Q    Okay.  Well, when it says -- do you

24   know what Jimmy meant by estate, his estate?

25       A    No, I don't.
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 1       Q    Okay.  But you're saying that in

 2   1977 --

 3       A    Well --

 4       Q    -- that he had a house and some land?

 5       A    Yeah.  Maybe that was -- dad left.  I

 6   guess that's what his dad left.

 7       Q    Well, I -- I don't know what his dad

 8   left.  But I'm asking you, do you know what --

 9            (Crosstalk.)

10            THE WITNESS:  His dad bought all

11      the land.

12  BY MR. TWOMBLEY:

13       Q    Do you know what Jimmy meant by

14   50 percent of the estate?

15       A    It must mean the land that his dad

16   bought.

17       Q    Okay.  So you think it applies to the

18   things that he owned in 1977?

19       A    Um-hmm.

20       Q    Okay.  Well, what did he own in 1977

21   when he signed this agreement, do you know?

22       A    Well, let's see.  We owned the house.

23       Q    So --

24       A    I don't know.

25       Q    So we got the Givhans house.
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 1            (Crosstalk.)

 2  BY MR. TWOMBLEY:

 3       Q    And didn't he own some -- some

 4   property, some acreage?

 5       A    Well, his father had died and mother

 6   had died, and I guess they left him the

 7   property.

 8       Q    So he owned that?

 9       A    I guess so.

10       Q    What else did he -- did he own in 1977?

11       A    The property and the house.

12       Q    And you believe that this clause, his

13   estate, that Jimmy was referring to what he

14   owned and what his, quote, estate comprised of

15   in 1977 when --

16       A    Yes.

17       Q    -- this agreement --

18       A    Yes.

19       Q    -- was --

20            MR. GHOM:  Object to the form of

21      the question.  You're asking her to

22      testify as to what Jimmy intended.  I'm

23      objecting to the question.

24            MR. TWOMBLEY:  All right.

25            MR. GHOM:  I don't think it's been
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 1   established that she knows what he

 2   intended.

 3         MR. TWOMBLEY:  I'm going to take a

 4   quick break so I can talk to these

 5   lawyers and I'm going to ask you to

 6   step out into the hallway.  It will

 7   only take about five minutes and we'll

 8   bring you back in.  Okay?

 9         THE WITNESS:  You're going to step

10   out with what?

11         MR. TWOMBLEY:  No.  I'm asking if

12   you will step out because I --

13         THE WITNESS:  Me to step out?

14         MR. TWOMBLEY:  Yes, ma'am.

15   Because I'm -- it's easier to do that

16   than for all of us.  Okay?

17         THE VIDEOGRAPHER:  It's now 2:18.

18   We're going off the video.

19         MR. TWOMBLEY:  No.  I prefer we

20   not go off the video or the record.

21         If you'll just set that down,

22   we're going to have a legal discussion

23   just for a minute and we'll bring you

24   back.  But I do want you to step out

25   into the hallway.
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 1         THE WITNESS:  Oh.  You want me to

 2   step out?

 3         MR. TWOMBLEY:  Yes, ma'am.

 4         THE WITNESS:  I'll be here --

 5         MR. TWOMBLEY:  I hate to ask to

 6   you to do that, but I've got to do what

 7   I've got to do.

 8         Thank you.  This will only take

 9   about five minutes.

10         THE WITNESS:  All right.

11             (Witness leaves room.)

12         MR. TWOMBLEY:  I want to know what

13   I need to do to make sure there's no

14   more speaking objections.

15         MR. GHOM:  I don't think it was a

16   speaking objection.  I think I've said

17   the basis for my objection.  That's

18   what I'm permitted to do.

19         MR. TWOMBLEY:  Well, I'm agreeing

20   that you don't have to do that.  I'm

21   stipulating to that on the record.  I

22   under- --

23         MR. GHOM:  I hadn't stipulated to

24   that.

25         MR. TWOMBLEY:  Well, what -- if
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 1   I'm agreeing that you don't have state

 2   any objection and I'm also agreeing

 3   that you don't --

 4         MR. GHOM:  I want the record to be

 5   clear as to the basis for the

 6   objection, so I'm stating that.  And

 7   you can say that I don't have to do

 8   that, but I feel like I need to that.

 9         MR. TWOMBLEY:  Okay.  Well, I am

10   just telling you this, that I believe

11   these are speaking objections.  I

12   believe that they are specifically

13   designed to coach the witness into what

14   to say.  And there's no reason that I

15   can think of why you would want to

16   state those objections and the basis

17   for them when I am agreeing and

18   stipulating that you don't have to do

19   any of that.

20         You reserve all your rights, and I

21   will not take the position that the

22   failure to object or say anything will

23   be detrimental to y'all in any way.  So

24   why would -- in light of that fact, why

25   would you then insist on objecting and
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 1   stating the basis in a way that I think

 2   is coaching the witness when you don't

 3   have to?

 4         The only reason I can think of is

 5   because you want to do exactly what I'm

 6   concerned and asking that you not do.

 7         MR. GHOM:  And another reason

 8   would be so maybe you would ask a

 9   question that doesn't cause me to have

10   to object to it.

11         MR. TWOMBLEY:  Well, that's the

12   only --

13         MR. GHOM:  I hate to say it,

14   but --

15         MR. TWOMBLEY:  -- if I don't ask

16   the question right.

17         MR. GHOM:  Well, you -- you know

18   what the objection is, then I'll tell

19   you what it is.

20         MR. TWOMBLEY:  I don't need to

21   know the objection.  You can -- you can

22   ask it later.

23         MR. GHOM:  I'm glad you said that.

24   If you reask the question, that's on

25   you.  I'm just simply saying I'm
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 1   stating the basis for the objection

 2   and --

 3         MR. TWOMBLEY:  All right.

 4         MR. GHOM:  -- I think that's --

 5   you know, all I said was -- I didn't

 6   tell her how to answer the question.  I

 7   just simply said what the -- what's

 8   objectionable about the question.  You

 9   asked her what did Jimmy intend.  You

10   have not established a foundation that

11   she knows what Jimmy intended.

12         MR. TWOMBLEY:  Well, I know she

13   doesn't know what Jimmy intended, and

14   Jimmy's dead.  That's the whole damn

15   point.

16         MR. GHOM:  Well, I haven't heard

17   her testify that she discussed that

18   provision with Jimmy.  So then how can

19   you ask her what did Jimmy intend when

20   he said -- you know, used those words

21   in that provision?

22         MR. TWOMBLEY:  Well, look.  I

23   don't want this to interfere.  I want

24   to get the deposition done.  I don't

25   know anything I can possibly do to be
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 1   more accommodating than to stipulate on

 2   the record not only do you not have to

 3   object to the form, you don't have to

 4   object at all.  You reserve all rights.

 5         And if there's more objections

 6   that I think are designed to coach the

 7   witness, I mean, I'm not going to --

 8   I'm not going to suffer that for the

 9   rest of this deposition.  I'm happy to

10   get the judge on the phone.  We'll --

11   we'll break the deposition.

12         And if a judge tells me that

13   there's some reason, legitimate reason

14   why you need to state these objections

15   and the basis for them when I've agreed

16   you don't have to, I will take my

17   medicine from the judge.

18         I don't think it's proper.  I'm

19   trying do everything I possibly can to

20   be accommodating so you reserve and

21   preserve all your objections and

22   rights.  And you can argue in the

23   future, anything you want to argue.

24         And I mean, that's 100 times

25   better for you than to state your
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 1   objection on the record and the basis

 2   for it.  You may think of ten other

 3   bases tomorrow, and I'm allowing you to

 4   do that.  So I'm just saying I will not

 5   suffer the rest of this deposition with

 6   people making comments that I think are

 7   trying to coach this witness.

 8         Somebody's already got a document

 9   and stuck it in front of her and

10   underlined a provision, and nobody in

11   this room will say who did it.

12         MR. GHOM:  And I will tell you I

13   have no idea who did that.

14         MR. TWOMBLEY:  Well, I don't know,

15   either.  That's the whole doggone,

16   point.

17         MR. DAVID:  I don't know --

18         MR. GHOM:  I don't know who -- I

19   don't know -- I don't whose exhibit

20   this is, I mean...

21         MR. TWOMBLEY:  So, I mean, if it

22   happens again, I'm just honestly

23   telling to you, unless somebody can

24   convince me otherwise or tell me I'm

25   being unreasonable, I am giving you the
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 1   opportunity, you do not have to object.

 2   You do not have to state the basis for

 3   your objection, and you can argue

 4   anything you want to in the future.

 5         There's no reason to, quote, and

 6   make sure the record is clear.  That's

 7   my risk, not yours.  So I'm asking that

 8   it please not happen.  But if it does

 9   happen again, I'm going to terminate

10   the deposition and get a judge on the

11   phone, try to, although I hate to

12   bother him, and find out if there's

13   some legitimate proper basis for

14   somebody to object and state the basis

15   for their objection when I'm agreeing

16   that you don't have to do any of that.

17         So I'm asking, please,

18   respectfully, do not do that anymore.

19   And, you know, look, lawyers can

20   disagree on whether an objection and

21   stating the basis is a speaking

22   objection or not.  I mean, you know,

23   I'm sure we won't agree on everything

24   about that.  That's why I'm saying

25   let's take the issue off the table.
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 1            MR. GHOM:  I understand your

 2      position, Ashley, and I've stated mine.

 3      So I don't think we need to talk about

 4      any further.

 5            MR. TWOMBLEY:  Okay.  Thomas, will

 6      let the -- Zoie know to come back in,

 7      please?

 8  BY MR. TWOMBLEY:

 9       Q    Ready to go back on the record?

10       A    Huh?

11       Q    Are you ready to go back on the record?

12       A    Yeah.

13       Q    Okay.  Where did you go to lunch?

14       A    The Mills House.

15       Q    Where?

16       A    The Mills House.

17       Q    The Mills House.  Was it good?

18       A    Um-hmm.

19       Q    What'd you have?

20       A    We went in the -- in the --

21            THE WITNESS:  Where did we go?  In

22      the sandwich shop, like...

23  BY MR. TWOMBLEY:

24       Q    Okay.  Did y'all sit at a table?

25       A    (Nonverbal response.)
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 1       Q    Was it a square or was it rectangle?

 2       A    Well, we put the two tables together.

 3       Q    Okay.  Draw me a picture of the table

 4   and show me where you sat, please.

 5       A    What -- what's this for?

 6       Q    I want to --

 7       A    What are you doing?  What's this?  What

 8   is this?  What do you want me to draw a table

 9   for of where we ate?

10       Q    Ma'am, we can spend the next few hours

11   talking about it, if you'd like.  It's just

12   going to prolong --

13       A    What is this about?  I should know.

14       Q    No, you didn't.  You are -- that is

15   not -- you are not --

16       A    I can't draw.

17       Q    Okay.  Was it a square or rectangle?

18       A    Well, when we put the two together, it

19   was a rectangle.

20       Q    Okay.  And who went to lunch with you?

21       A    It was Nicky and Danny and his wife,

22   Heather, and me.

23       Q    Okay.  And where did -- can you point

24   on this piece of paper where you sat?

25       A    I sat here, Nicky sat here, Heather sat
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 1   here, and Danny sat there.

 2       Q    Okay.  So this is where Nicky sat?

 3       A    Um-hmm.

 4       Q    And this is where Heather sat?

 5       A    Um-hmm.

 6       Q    And this is where Danny sat?  And this

 7   is -- we'll put a Z there.

 8            Is that fair?

 9       A    Um-hmm.

10       Q    Okay.  And the petitioners in this

11   lawsuit, the ones that are going after the

12   money, that's Nicky, right?

13            MR. GHOM:  Object to form.

14  BY MR. TWOMBLEY:

15       Q    And that's Danny --

16       A    Hmm.

17       Q    -- right?

18       A    Um-hmm.

19       Q    And who is Heather married to?

20       A    Danny.

21       Q    Okay.  Now, did y'all have any

22   discussion at all about this case, the evidence,

23   this agreement, or anything of that nature

24   whatsoever?

25       A    No, I don't think so.  I think we
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 1   talked about where I went to kindergarten, from

 2   Cobblestone Street, across from that, and we

 3   used to go to the Washington Park to play at

 4   recess.  And that there was a Greek grocery

 5   store right across from the -- across from

 6   there.

 7            Across from the Mills house, there was

 8   Greek grocery store because I'm Greek.  And I

 9   had stayed with her -- I had stayed with their

10   daughter in Atlanta when Tony was hurt.

11       Q    That's all very interesting.

12       A    It is.

13       Q    But that's not my question.

14       A    Oh.  It isn't?

15       Q    My question is:  Did anyone at this

16   table --

17       A    No, we didn't talk about it.  I don't

18   remember talking about it.  I don't even

19   remember what we talked about, anyway.

20       Q    Well, if you don't remember what you

21   talked about, how can you testify that y'all

22   didn't talk about the case?

23       A    Well, did you want me to talk about the

24   case?

25       Q    Ma'am, I want you to answer my
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 1   question.

 2       A    We didn't talk about the case, that I

 3   can remember we did.  We didn't.

 4       Q    So your testimony is, today under oath,

 5   under penalty of perjury, is that at lunch

 6   today, no one tried to talk to you about this

 7   case and the testimony you're giving today?

 8       A    No.

 9       Q    Do you know if anyone else was at that

10   restaurant listening to y'all?

11       A    No.

12       Q    If someone said they were there and

13   they heard you talk about the case, what would

14   you say about that?

15       A    I'd say no.  There wasn't anybody there

16   listening to us.

17            MR. TWOMBLEY:  I'm going make this

18      Exhibit 2.

19            THE WITNESS:  What's that?

20               (Whereupon, Exhibit

21               Number 2 was marked for

22               identification.)

23            THE WITNESS:  I'm going to ask you

24      something.  What you getting at?  I'm

25      only here to see that my children get
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 1      what they're supposed to get.

 2  BY MR. TWOMBLEY:

 3       Q    Ma'am, we know why you're here.

 4       A    Well, why we asking all these

 5   questions?

 6       Q    That's my job --

 7       A    I mean --

 8       Q    -- that's why.

 9       A    No, it's not your job.

10       Q    Let's -- let's -- let's move on.

11       A    It's just what you want to make your

12   job.

13       Q    Let's -- let's move on.

14            Do you know, did you ever talk to Jimmy

15   about or do you have any other recollection

16   about what this provision in the agreement that

17   says keep at least $25,000 was intended to mean?

18       A    $45,000?

19       Q    $25,000.  Keep at least $25,000.

20       A    I don't know what that's about.

21       Q    Okay.

22       A    I really don't.

23       Q    Okay.

24       A    I don't know what he's talking about.

25       Q    And it is your testimony today that
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 1   when this document says his estate, that you

 2   intended for that to mean 50 percent of what he

 3   owned in 1977?

 4       A    Uh-huh.

 5            MR. GHOM:  Object to the form.

 6  BY MR. TWOMBLEY:

 7       Q    Okay.  And so you would agree, then,

 8   that if he bought something after 1977 --

 9       A    Right.

10       Q    -- that there's no way this provision

11   would apply to that because --

12            MR. DAVID:  Object to the form.

13  BY MR. TWOMBLEY:

14       Q    Is that right?

15            MR. GHOM:  Object to the form.

16            THE WITNESS:  Well, you know, I

17      don't know what half would be.  I don't

18      know if it would include something they

19      got or whatever.  I don't know.

20  BY MR. TWOMBLEY:

21       Q    So you --

22            (Crosstalk.)

23  BY MR. TWOMBLEY:

24       Q    So you just can't say?  You just cannot

25   say one way or the other?
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 1       A    No.  I mean, I'm not sure what they

 2   bought, if they bought something.  It could

 3   include that.  I don't know.

 4       Q    But you are clear, I understand, that

 5   the estate was supposed to be the estate he

 6   owned in 1977?

 7       A    Yes.

 8            MR. GHOM:  Object to the form.

 9  BY MR. TWOMBLEY:

10       Q    And so the agreement would not impact

11   what he purchased thereafter?

12            MR. GHOM:  Object to the form.

13            MR. DAVID:  Object to the form.

14            THE WITNESS:  Not in that

15      agreement, it doesn't.  No.

16  BY MR. TWOMBLEY:

17       Q    Okay.  Now, the agreement says he will

18   keep at least $25,000 or 50 percent of his

19   estate, whichever is greater.

20            Do you know, in 1977, if 50 percent of

21   what Jimmy Strobel owned had a value that was

22   greater or less than $25,000?

23       A    Did I know if he owned something that

24   was less or greater than $25,000?

25       Q    That's right.  In 1977.
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 1       A    I don't know what things were worth

 2   back then.  But I imagine we had the house and

 3   then he had that extra property.  I would

 4   imagine it's more.

 5       Q    I was thinking the same thing.

 6            So if he owned, in 1977, an estate that

 7   was worth substantially more than $25,000, why

 8   would you have need to have this provision that

 9   the boys would get $25,000 or 50 percent of his

10   estate, whichever is greater?

11       A    I don't know.  I don't know what you're

12   talking about.

13       Q    You don't have any idea?

14       A    No.  I don't know, no.

15       Q    Okay.

16       A    I don't know.

17       Q    Did you ever talk to Jimmy about it?

18       A    Did I ever talk to Jimmy --

19       Q    Jimmy, about what he meant by this, how

20   he thought it was supposed to work?

21       A    No, I didn't talk -- I don't remember.

22       Q    Okay.  Do you think that it's -- well,

23   let me ask you this.  Let me ask that.

24            When you read this agreement, this

25   provision just a moment ago and it said

0150

 1   50 percent of his estate --

 2       A    Um-hmm.

 3       Q    -- did -- you thought and understood

 4   that that meant 50 percent of what he owned in

 5   1977?

 6            MR. DAVID:  Object to the form.

 7            MR. GHOM:  Object to the form.

 8  BY MR. TWOMBLEY:

 9       Q    Is that right?

10       A    I guess.  I don't -- I don't know.

11       Q    Okay.

12       A    I'm not sure.

13       Q    So you -- so you just -- you don't know

14   what it meant?

15       A    I'm stupid.

16       Q    Well, I don't -- I don't think you're

17   stupid.

18       A    Dumb.  I mean, that's a long time ago.

19   I don't remember all that stuff.  I'm 83 years

20   old.  I'm losing my memory, too.  Okay?

21       Q    And Jimmy's dead and gone and --

22       A    I might end up with dementia.  I don't

23   know.

24       Q    Well, how do we figure that out?  Do

25   you have any ideas?
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 1       A    Figure what out?

 2       Q    What all this means.  What was the --

 3   what was the purpose?  What was the goal?  What

 4   was the intent of the parties?

 5       A    I thought we just talked about that.

 6       Q    You said you didn't know.

 7       A    I just -- I don't know.  I don't know

 8   what it means.

 9       Q    All right.  All right.  I want to talk

10   about something that we brought up earlier.  I

11   was going to bring it up then but I thought

12   about it over lunch.  I definitely want to talk

13   about it now.

14            Are you -- you are aware, are you not,

15   that Jimmy Strobel, prior to the time he died,

16   executed a will and testament that said when he

17   died, he wanted everything he owned to go to

18   Paula.

19            Are you aware of that?

20       A    No.

21       Q    You're not?

22       A    I'm not sure about that.  I don't know.

23       Q    Well, previously, you said you -- he

24   was going to leave the boys something, he never

25   got around to it --
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 1       A    Um-hmm.

 2       Q    -- and that he -- you didn't know why

 3   he would have not left them something.

 4            So your testimony is you didn't -- you

 5   don't know now that he executed a Will that said

 6   when I die, I want to leave everything to my

 7   wife, Paula Strobel?

 8       A    Why should he?  Why should he?

 9       Q    Okay.  You know, whether he --

10       A    She didn't buy anything.

11       Q    Well --

12       A    She didn't get any -- she just came in

13   and took everything and hoped that everything --

14   she was just being, you know -- I don't know

15   what you'd call it -- a hoarder.

16       Q    Well --

17       A    She was just being -- I don't know what

18   they were being.  I know that Jimmy intended to

19   give me children what they were supposed to get.

20       Q    Well, how do you know that?

21       A    I know it because he said it so many

22   times.  He said it so many times.  He said it so

23   many times to them.  We got to get together so I

24   can get this thing -- the stuff y'all are

25   supposed to get.  How come he never got to it?
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 1   I don't know.

 2       Q    Well, how do you know he didn't get to

 3   it if you don't know what his Will said?

 4       A    I don't know.  I don't think he did.

 5   You know all this, why you asking me all this

 6   stuff?

 7       Q    Well, ma'am, it's my job to do that.

 8   That's --

 9       A    Well, it is?  To make somebody really

10   irritable and crazy?

11       Q    Well, if --

12       A    And -- and for nothing --

13       Q    If that's my job --

14       A    -- nothing.

15       Q    -- I need a raise because I know I'm

16   good at that.  But I'm really supposed to be

17   fleshing out these issues --

18       A    Well --

19       Q    -- in this case.

20       A    -- I just think you're wasting your

21   time.  Okay?

22       Q    Yeah.  Ma'am, we've been sued.

23       A    Huh?

24       Q    We have been sued.  We didn't bring any

25   lawsuit.  We defended one.
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 1            MR. GHOM:  Object to the form.

 2            THE WITNESS:  What?

 3  BY MR. TWOMBLEY:

 4       Q    In any event, let me ask you this.

 5            You say Jimmy said this, that was your

 6   testimony, right?

 7       A    He said this when?  What?

 8       Q    He said he was going to leave some

 9   stuff for the boys?

10       A    Yes.

11       Q    Okay.

12       A    I don't know how many times he said it.

13       Q    Okay.

14       A    I don't know what happened.

15       Q    Is it your understanding that when

16   someone dies, that we ask people what they said

17   as opposed to looking at what they put in their

18   Last Will and Testament?

19       A    Is there any understanding that this

20   can be contested?

21       Q    Well, you can contest about anything

22   these days.

23            But I'm asking you:  Are you aware of

24   the fact that when someone dies --

25       A    Yeah, I know what you're talking about.
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 1       Q    Everybody in the world can say --

 2       A    Just don't ask me that.  Okay?  You're

 3   making me really mad.

 4       Q    Well, you know, I'm defending the

 5   arguments that have been made.

 6       A    I'm just -- you know, I knew this was

 7   going to happen before I got here.  Okay?  You

 8   knew what you were going to do.

 9       Q    Well, don't you --

10       A    I knew what you were going to do.

11       Q    Well, don't you think that's a point

12   that a court should consider, is not what you

13   say somebody said or somebody else says somebody

14   said, but what they went to their lawyer and

15   wrote down on a piece of paper as their Last

16   Will and Testament?

17       A    Just like I said, it can be contested.

18       Q    Well, I know it can be contested.  I'm

19   trying to figure out if there's any merit --

20       A    You've figured --

21       Q    -- to the contest.

22       A    -- everything out.  You don't need to

23   ask me anything else.  I don't know.  This has

24   nothing to do with me.  I didn't ask for

25   anything.  All I'm asking is for my children.
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 1   That's it.  I'm not asking for anything from her

 2   for me.

 3       Q    But this is your agreement that you

 4   negotiated and executed with Jimmy in 1977;

 5   correct?

 6       A    Yes.  It's got my signature on it.  If

 7   it's got my signature on it, I must have agreed

 8   to it.

 9            Why do you keep asking me the same

10   thing over and over?

11       Q    Is there any -- well, tell me what

12   else, if anything, you remember about any

13   discussions with Jimmy, the lawyers, or anybody

14   else about what this fifth provision in this

15   agreement means and how it's supposed to

16   operate.

17       A    I can't tell you that.  I'm not a

18   lawyer, thank God.  I don't know.

19       Q    Well, ma'am, there's nobody else alive

20   who was even there.  I mean, if you can't tell

21   us anything about it, I mean, how we going to

22   figure it out?

23       A    Figure what out?

24       Q    What it means and how it's supposed to

25   work?
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 1            MR. GHOM:  Object to the form of

 2      the question.  You're now arguing.

 3            THE WITNESS:  I don't know.  I

 4      don't know.  How is it supposed to

 5      work?  Can you tell me that?

 6  BY MR. TWOMBLEY:

 7       Q    I don't think you'd like my answer.

 8            But, in any event, I will represent to

 9   you --

10       A    No, you don't represent me.

11       Q    I will represent to you --

12            MR. TWOMBLEY:  Will you get

13      Jimmy's Last Will submitted for

14      probate?

15            THE WITNESS:  You're making my

16      heart race.

17  BY MR. TWOMBLEY:

18       Q    Well, if you need to take break, we can

19   take a break.  But it's --

20       A    It's not going to do any good.  I'll

21   come back in here --

22            (Crosstalk.)

23  BY MR. TWOMBLEY:

24       Q    My heart's racing --

25       A    I'll come back in here and the same
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 1   thing's going to start again.

 2       Q    Okay.

 3       A    I can only take so much.  I'm been up

 4   since 6:00.  It's almost 3:00 now.

 5       Q    I got you.  If you'll answer my

 6   specific question, it'll probably take a lot

 7   less long with it.

 8            Let me just tell you, we'll get you a

 9   copy and show it to you.  But I'm representing

10   to you that way before the time Jimmy died, he

11   executed a Will that left everything to Paula.

12       A    Okay.  So it did.  What about it?

13       Q    Okay.  So are you -- well, I'm trying

14   to figure out what it is you think Paula did

15   wrong.

16            What do you think she did wrong?

17       A    That is really -- you're going to ask

18   me that question, what she did wrong?

19       Q    Yeah, yeah.

20       A    She came in, broke up my marriage.

21       Q    Okay.

22       A    Okay?  That's one thing.

23       Q    I got that.  I might agree with you on

24   that one.  But go ahead.  What else?  Broke up a

25   marriage.
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 1       A    She came in and just scooped everything

 2   out like that's all that she cared about anyway.

 3       Q    Scooped everything out?

 4       A    I don't think she cared about Jimmy.

 5       Q    Did not care about Jimmy.

 6       A    No, I don't really think so, some

 7   things I've heard.

 8       Q    What else?  I want to know what you

 9   think Paula has done so wrong by following and

10   honoring what Jimmy put down in his Last Will

11   and Testament?

12       A    She should be willing to do the right

13   thing, and that's to give my children -- just

14   like her dad said, the children should get

15   something.  The boys.  The boys.

16       Q    Should be willing to give --

17       A    I mean, she should be --

18       Q    -- my children?

19       A    What kind of person is she?  I thought

20   she was a nice person.  I was wrong, I guess.

21       Q    All right.  What else?  What else do

22   you contend Paula has done wrong with respect to

23   --

24       A    I just can't remember.

25       Q    With respect to your ex-husband's
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 1   estate?

 2       A    Well, it was okay for me to come -- it

 3   was okay for me to leave Johns Island at 6:00 in

 4   the morning in the dark to come all the way up

 5   to get there at 7:00 to stay with Tony and watch

 6   Tony so they could go to work.  That was real

 7   nice of me, don't you think?

 8       Q    It was very nice.

 9       A    Yes, I think so.

10       Q    What I want to know is what you contend

11   Paula did wrong.

12            Is there anything else you can tell me

13   with respect to Jimmy's estate --

14       A    What did she do right, is what I want

15   to know?

16       Q    -- what do you believe Paula did wrong?

17            Listen, I'm happy for you to ask me

18   these rhetorical questions.  It's going to take

19   ten times as long.  But I'm going to stay here

20   until midnight if I have to.

21            I would ask you, please list for me,

22   anything else that you believe Paula Strobel has

23   done wrong related to Jimmy's estate?

24       A    Well, she was very -- I can't think of

25   the word for it.  Well, one of the things, you
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 1   know, I gave Nicky my mother's furniture, which

 2   I guess dated back in the '30s or '40, something

 3   like that.  And Nicky -- he wasn't able to use

 4   that kind of furnishings.  She's like, well,

 5   I'll take it for you.

 6            She got my mother's furniture in there,

 7   in her house, and it didn't make any difference

 8   to her whose it was, if it was my mother's.  She

 9   took it.  And a very selfish person, that's what

10   I'll say.  She's very selfish.  That's enough

11   right there.

12       Q    Now, I got to get everything.

13            So she's got your mother's furniture

14   that Tony didn't want.  She --

15       A    I said she's selfish.  Selfish.

16       Q    Selfish.  All right.  What else?

17       A    And I remember when I was in there

18   with -- staying with Tony, I was trying to

19   straighten up his room a little bit, you know,

20   and I think she noticed that maybe something was

21   not -- maybe something was not right or

22   something.  She told -- told Tony to tell me to

23   quit.  I wasn't doing anything wrong, I was just

24   straightening things up.  I mean, you couldn't

25   touch anything of hers.
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 1       Q    Notice something wasn't right and told

 2   Tony to quit.

 3            Anything else?

 4       A    I can't remember.

 5       Q    My question's about --

 6       A    I got to think about it a little bit.

 7       Q    -- Jimmy's estate.

 8            Is there anything else you think she's

 9   done wrong about Jimmy's estate?

10       A    Jimmy's estate, what are were talking

11   about, when we divorced or when --

12       Q    Well, you're right.  You didn't know --

13       A    After?

14       Q    I'm going to give you a copy.

15            MR. TWOMBLEY:  We'll mark this as

16      Exhibit 3.  This is his Last Will and

17      Testament of Jimmy Strobel.

18               (Whereupon, Exhibit

19               Number 3 was marked for

20               identification.)

21  BY MR. TWOMBLEY:

22       Q    That was executed in 2003.

23            Have you ever seen that document

24   before?

25       A    2003?
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 1       Q    Um-hmm.

 2       A    No.

 3       Q    Okay.

 4       A    I've never seen that.  I've never seen

 5   that.

 6       Q    Do you know of any -- anything wrong

 7   with Jimmy in 2003 or any reason why he couldn't

 8   go to a lawyer and have a Will done?

 9       A    I don't think anything about his --

10   his -- anything about -- all I know is I know he

11   had to take dialysis, and that's all I know.

12       Q    I guess so my question is:  Do you know

13   of any reason --

14       A    No, I don't.

15       Q    -- of why he couldn't go to a lawyer

16   and --

17       A    No.

18       Q    -- strike out a final Will?

19       A    I don't know.  I -- I have no idea.

20       Q    Do you have any reason to believe that

21   this was not what Jimmy signed in 2003 directing

22   as to what should happen to his estate?

23            You take as much time as you need.  But

24   I just want to make sure you understand the

25   question, which is:  Do you know of any reason
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 1   why this is not a valid Last Will and Testament

 2   that Jimmy executed saying what he wanted to

 3   happen with all his stuff when he dies?

 4       A    Okay.

 5       Q    Do you know of any reason why that is

 6   not Mr. --

 7       A    Wait a minute.

 8            MR. GHOM:  Ashley, that exhibit,

 9      what number?

10            MR. TWOMBLEY:  3.

11            THE WITNESS:  I get it.

12  BY MR. TWOMBLEY:

13       Q    You get it?

14       A    Yeah.

15       Q    Well, can you answer my question?  Do

16   you know of any reason why that's not a copy of

17   what Jimmy Strobel wanted to happen with his

18   estate?

19       A    Yes.  It's a copy of what he wanted to

20   happen.

21       Q    Okay.

22       A    I can just see his mother and dad now.

23       Q    You said you can see your mother and

24   daddy now?

25       A    Um-hmm.
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 1       Q    You don't think they would like what he

 2   did here?

 3       A    No.

 4       Q    But you don't have any reason to -- or

 5   you don't deny that this is what he went to his

 6   lawyer and told his lawyer he wanted, right?

 7       A    I see what's there, but --

 8       Q    His parents wouldn't be happy with it?

 9       A    No.  His parents would just definitely

10   be outraged.

11       Q    Let me guess --

12       A    Hmm?

13       Q    Let me guess --

14       A    Let you guess?

15       Q    -- ... they're dead, too?

16       A    They're rolling over in their graves,

17   though.

18       Q    Okay.  Is there anybody alive we can

19   talk to other than you and the people who want

20   all this money?

21            MR. GHOM:  Object to the form.

22            THE WITNESS:  What?

23  BY MR. TWOMBLEY:

24       Q    Is there anyone else that's alive other

25   than the people who stand to financially benefit
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 1   from saying that his parents would roll over in

 2   their graves?  Anybody else that we can talk to?

 3            MR. GHOM:  Object to form.

 4            THE WITNESS:  Nobody left, really.

 5      Maybe their cousins.  They've got some

 6      cousins that would really feel the same

 7      way, I'm sure.  They would probably

 8      just faint.

 9  BY MR. TWOMBLEY:

10       Q    Faint because Jimmy --

11       A    Yeah.

12       Q    -- did something --

13       A    Yeah.

14       Q    -- that they don't agree with and you

15   don't agree with?

16       A    They would not agree with it at all.

17       Q    Well, let me ask you this.

18            I mean, do you -- do agree that under

19   South Carolina law, children are not entitled to

20   a dime from their parents?

21       A    I know South Carolina law states, from

22   what I understand.

23       Q    Okay.  Well, then you should be able to

24   agree with that statement.  You know --

25       A    States --
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 1            (Crosstalk.)

 2  BY MR. TWOMBLEY:

 3       Q    -- the South Carolina law --

 4       A    Somebody I know that's not from here

 5   says it states.  I don't know that.  I didn't

 6   know it was so bad.

 7       Q    Well, I mean, do you think that parents

 8   should be required to leave their children?

 9       A    I think -- yes, I do.  Jesus said it.

10       Q    Well, God, if --

11       A    Jesus said it.

12       Q    -- Jesus said it, it must have been --

13       A    A man --

14       Q    It must be right.

15       A    -- does not leave his children anything

16   is not worth a dime.  The last part, I wasn't

17   sure.  But man that doesn't leave his children

18   something is -- if you search for the last part,

19   you'll find it.

20       Q    I want to draw your attention to Item 4

21   and 5 of this Will.

22       A    Oh, shut up.

23       Q    I give and -- I know it's tough to look

24   at these facts, but we got to do it.

25            I give and bequeath all my personal and
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 1   household affects, et cetera, et cetera, to my

 2   wife, Paula Strobel.

 3       A    I saw that.

 4       Q    Okay.

 5       A    Um-hmm.  And if she died, then the kids

 6   would get it.

 7       Q    All right.  Do you believe that when

 8   Jimmy died, he wanted Paula to have all of --

 9       A    No, I don't.

10       Q    You don't?

11       A    No.

12       Q    Why?  Why do you say --

13       A    I just can't believe he'd do something

14   like that.

15       Q    Other than the fact that you personally

16   can't believe it, do you have any other support

17   for the fact that that's not what Jimmy --

18       A    No, I have no support for that at all.

19       Q    Okay.  Item 5 says, "I give, devise and

20   bequest all the rest, residue, and remainder of

21   my property of every kind and description

22   wherever situate, wherever acquired before or

23   after the execution of this Will absolutely to

24   my wife" --

25       A    I've already road it.
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 1       Q    -- Paula Strobel.

 2       A    I read it.

 3       Q    Do you know of any reason why he

 4   couldn't leave everything to his wife, Paula

 5   Strobel?

 6       A    I can't believe it in my heart.

 7       Q    Other than you can't believe it in --

 8       A    In my head --

 9       Q    -- your heart --

10       A    -- I can see it, but in my heart, I

11   can't.

12       Q    Okay.  Other than that, do you know of

13   any reason why he couldn't do that?

14       A    If that's the law, that's the law.  But

15   it can be contested.

16       Q    If you've got reasonable grounds, you

17   can.  Let me ask you this.

18            If that's what Jimmy put down on his

19   paperwork --

20       A    It's not what he intended.

21       Q    -- if you don't have -- well, what's

22   your support for what he intended?  Were you

23   there when he executed this Will?

24       A    Well, I was told that just before he

25   died, that they had to get together to do -- to
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 1   get their part of the estate, and they never got

 2   together.  I don't know why he didn't do it.  He

 3   died before he could do it.  I don't know.

 4   Maybe that's it.

 5       Q    Okay.  But my question to you is:  In

 6   2003 when this document was signed --

 7       A    Um-hmm.

 8       Q    -- I don't know what happened after

 9   that.  But do you disagree that Jimmy wrote down

10   on this paper with the assistance of a lawyer --

11       A    That's what it is, if it's there.  What

12   am I going to do?

13       Q    So I'm trying to still figure out why

14   you're upset with Paula.

15       A    Why I'm upset with Paula?

16       Q    Yeah.

17       A    Because I would think she would be a

18   person that would do the right thing by giving

19   the children what they rightfully should get.

20   Why do you -- why would you think I wouldn't be

21   upset about that?

22       Q    Well, I -- I don't deny that you think

23   that.  But somebody else might thing

24   differently, right?

25       A    Well, I don't think so.
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 1       Q    You don't think so?

 2       A    No.

 3       Q    Everybody's got to think like you?

 4       A    Yeah.  I think that --

 5       Q    Okay.

 6       A    -- anybody that's associated with them

 7   would think like me.

 8       Q    What if somebody's just greedy and

 9   money hungry and they don't want --

10       A    What?

11       Q    What if they're just greedy and they're

12   not a good person and they don't want to leave

13   anything?

14       A    Yeah.  Well, there are a lot of bad

15   people.  But I don't know any of them.  I didn't

16   know any of them.

17       Q    I mean, are you aware of any reason, in

18   2003 when Jimmy Strobel died, that if he

19   intended and wanted these kids to receive

20   something from his estate, why he couldn't have

21   told his lawyer, instead of typing in Paula

22   Strobel right there, I want you to put in the

23   names of the kids?

24       A    I'm not going to answer that question

25   because you know what it is.
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 1       Q    Well, I do.  But what about the jury

 2   that's going to decide this case?

 3       A    The jury's going -- the jury's going to

 4   know.

 5       Q    Okay.  Are you aware of any reason why

 6   he couldn't have told his lawyer that?

 7       A    I don't know.

 8       Q    Okay.

 9       A    I have no idea.

10       Q    All right.  What's this business about

11   somebody told you that he said something before

12   he died and he was going to do something to

13   get -- what is that about?

14       A    Well, it's about what my children told

15   me.  My children told me that.

16       Q    Told you what?

17       A    They told me that he wanted them to get

18   together.

19       Q    He wanted who to get together?

20       A    He wanted my children to get together

21   with him so he could give them what he was going

22   to give them.

23       Q    Well, why didn't he do it?

24       A    I don't know.  I don't know.  Maybe he

25   was guilty of something, about being sick and
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 1   Paula having to take care of him.  I don't know

 2   why he didn't think about his poor child in a

 3   wheelchair.  God knows I don't understand it at

 4   all.  It's beyond me.  It's beyond my -- it's

 5   beyond me.  I don't know how you feel.  If you

 6   had this -- if you were in my place, would you

 7   think this was right?

 8       Q    Well, if it was my ex-wife who had done

 9   all these things to me and ruined my life, I'd

10   probably be in here saying stuff like that, too,

11   because I was too close to the situation and

12   couldn't objective about it and I was speaking

13   with emotion and the history of being upset,

14   so...

15       A    You got children?

16       Q    Yeah.  I got two.  And they're not

17   entitled to a thing of mine.  And whether I give

18   them a dime or everything I got will be solely

19   up to me.

20       A    Well, sure.  It'd be solely up to you,

21   up to you.

22       Q    And what's the law provides.

23       A    And you don't want to give them

24   anything?

25       Q    It depends on how they behave

0174

 1   themselves.

 2       A    I'm sure they're not bad.

 3       Q    If they show their tails, I don't give

 4   them a thing.

 5       A    Well, mine have been wonderful

 6   children.  They've been wonderful.  No problems.

 7       Q    Let me ask you this.

 8            Do you -- do you have an e-mail

 9   address?

10       A    Yes, I do.

11       Q    What is that e-mail address?

12       A    Zoogletree, Z-O-O-G-L-E-T-R-E-E

13   @Gmail.com.  Somebody gave me that.  I thought

14   it was kind of cool.

15       Q    Do you use it?

16       A    Um-hmm.

17       Q    Do you use it?

18       A    Yeah.

19       Q    Okay.  What about, do you do text

20   messages?

21       A    Text is better for me.

22       Q    Okay.  I knew you were going to be a

23   texter.

24            What's your phone number?

25       A    I don't have too many people to talk
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 1   to.

 2       Q    What's your phone number?

 3       A    (843) 452-4051.

 4       Q    Who is that with, Verizon or --

 5       A    US Mobile.

 6       Q    In between the time that this agreement

 7   was signed by you and Jimmy on March the 4th of

 8   1977 --

 9       A    Just before, you said?

10       Q    Well, in between time, the day it was

11   signed --

12       A    Right.

13       Q    -- and the day Jimmy died, did you ever

14   ask him to show you a copy of an Irrevocable

15   Will leaving $25,000 or 50 percent of his

16   estate, whichever's greater --

17       A    Did I say anything to him about it

18   before he died?

19       Q    Yeah.

20       A    No.  I don't even know that was in

21   there.  I didn't know it was in there.  You

22   expect me to remember all this stuff from

23   40-something years ago, what it was?

24       Q    But you said you didn't even remember

25   that was in there?
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 1       A    No.  I don't remember.

 2       Q    Do you know if it's effective?  I mean,

 3   if it's enforceable?

 4            MR. DAVID:  Object to the form.

 5            THE WITNESS:  Well, if --

 6            MR. GHOM:  Same objection.

 7            THE WITNESS:  It's not relevant

 8      now to me.  It's -- I mean, that's just

 9      -- it's not the way it is now.

10  BY MR. TWOMBLEY:

11       Q    Do you believe that this agreement you

12   signed with Jimmy is valid and enforceable?

13            MR. GHOM:  Object to the form.

14            THE WITNESS:  Yes, I guess it is.

15      I would think it would be.  I mean, I

16      signed it.  It's -- and whoever signed

17      it, the lawyers or whoever signed it.

18  BY MR. TWOMBLEY:

19       Q    And you want it enforced, right?

20       A    Um-hmm.

21       Q    You want it enforced?

22       A    Did I want it enforced?

23       Q    You want it enforced now?

24       A    I don't know what you mean.

25       Q    Well, you want the court to follow this

0177

 1   provision in this agreement; correct?

 2       A    I guess.  I don't know.  I don't know.

 3   I don't know.  I don't know what you mean.  I

 4   don't know what -- I don't know what that means.

 5       Q    Well, don't you want --

 6       A    I mean, I don't know if something

 7   enforced from how many years back to that, would

 8   that be -- I mean -- and everything's changed

 9   since then.  Everything has changed since then.

10       Q    How has it changed since then?

11       A    I don't know.

12       Q    Let me ask you this.

13            What was your intent when you signed

14   this agreement and included this provision in it

15   that we've been talking about?

16       A    My intent?  I thought we were just

17   signing to get -- I don't know if that -- is

18   that a separation agreement or divorce

19   agreement?  I mean, if it was -- if we were

20   going to divorce, I guess that's what I wanted.

21   That's when we agreed upon we would do.

22       Q    Well, did you ever take any steps in

23   between 1977 and when Jimmy died to see if he

24   had done what he was supposed to do?

25       A    No.  I should have.  I made my mistake
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 1   right there.  I should have got him and said,

 2   what are you going to give the kids, when are

 3   you going to sign for the kids?  When are you

 4   going do it?  I should have done it.  I regret

 5   that.  I really made a mistake.  Maybe he would

 6   have done something.  Yeah.

 7       Q    Well, do you think if you would have --

 8       A    I don't -- you know, I mean, have any

 9   idea he wasn't going to do anything.  I mean --

10       Q    Well, do you remember earlier when we

11   talked about these legal proceedings that took

12   place after this agreement was signed?

13       A    Do I remember what?

14       Q    Do you remember where he was accusing

15   you of breaching this agreement, picking up

16   shrubs and harassing and doing all those other

17   things?

18            MR. GHOM:  Object to the form.

19            THE WITNESS:  God.  I don't

20      remember all that stuff.  Picking up

21      shrubs.

22  BY MR. TWOMBLEY:

23       Q    Why do you think that's funny?  Why do

24   you think that's funny?

25       A    You don't think it's funny?  I was
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 1   picking up shrubs.  Look like he would have

 2   said, take everything you want, you planted it,

 3   take it.

 4       Q    Well, no, I don't think it's funny.

 5       A    I mean, what else did I take?  I mean,

 6   what else was I taking?  I was taking a plant?

 7   I don't remember that.  And what else did I do?

 8       Q    Well, there's a whole list of things.

 9   Do you want to go through it again?

10       A    What?  What?

11       Q    The important thing he says is you

12   weren't following this agreement.

13       A    Oh, God.  I did everything I could do

14   for my children.

15       Q    Then what was Jimmy talking about?

16       A    I don't know.

17       Q    You don't know?

18       A    You said I was stealing plants.

19       Q    And, again, you don't know how that

20   litigation ultimately concluded; correct?

21       A    I don't know.  I can't remember that

22   stuff.

23       Q    Let me show you a couple more things.

24   Take a break and see where we are.  I think

25   we're getting close towards the end.
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 1       A    How many more questions you going to

 2   ask me?  I'm getting tired and I'm not feeling

 3   well now.  You've made me not feel well at all.

 4       Q    Well, anytime you need to take a break,

 5   this is not an endurance contest.

 6       A    Break ain't going to work.  I want to

 7   go home.  This is just ridiculous.

 8       Q    I know you don't like it.

 9       A    No, I don't like it at all.

10       Q    This is it right here.

11       A    Um-hmm.

12       Q    All right.  Let me -- earlier in this

13   case, we sent you some questions to answer.

14            Do you remember --

15       A    When?

16       Q    -- receiving those questions?

17       A    When?

18       Q    Earlier in this case.  This would have

19   been in the past few months, we sent you some

20   questions to answer.

21            Do you remember answering them?

22       A    I don't remember anything like that.  I

23   had another life.  I got remarried in 1980.  I

24   wasn't looking at what Jimmy was doing.

25               (Whereupon, Exhibit
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 1               Number 4 was marked for

 2               identification.)

 3  BY MR. TWOMBLEY:

 4       Q    I'm going to show you what I'm going to

 5   mark, first of all, as Plaintiff's Exhibit

 6   Number 4.  This is a copy of a petition that was

 7   filed against you and I want to ask you if you

 8   would, please, to turn -- the part I want to ask

 9   you about starts on page 24.

10            MR. GHOM:  Ashley, do you have an

11      extra copy?

12            MR. TWOMBLEY:  Yeah, right there.

13      It's just her answer.

14            MR. GHOM:  You can keep it, Danny.

15  BY MR. TWOMBLEY:

16       Q    Can you turn to page 24?

17       A    Oh, 24.

18       Q    Do you see these answers that were put

19   here beside these questions?

20       A    Um-hmm.

21       Q    Do you remember receiving these

22   questions and having to put an answer down?

23            My question -- I know you may be

24   reading through all this and don't understand

25   it, but I have a very basic question.
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 1            Do you remember receiving this document

 2   and providing answers to the --

 3       A    From you?

 4       Q    From me.

 5       A    I don't remember what it said now.

 6       Q    Well, let's start with 157.  The

 7   parties to this action, including all interested

 8   parties, and now Zoie Ogletree as a party,

 9   recognized Paula Strobel as the spouse --

10       A    I see.

11       Q    -- of the decedent.  And somebody put

12   denied there.

13            Do you deny that throughout Paula and

14   Jimmy's life, that you acknowledged and

15   recognized that they were husband and wife?

16       A    I guess so.

17       Q    Well, why -- who put denied right here?

18       A    Where is that?

19            (Reading sotto voce.)

20            I don't remember you sending me this.

21   I know that their half sister sued me for

22   something.  I don't know what that was about.

23       Q    Well, that's -- that's -- that might be

24   what this is, what --

25       A    Well --
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 1       Q    -- you're talking about.

 2       A    I don't think this is it.

 3       Q    Well, let me ask you this.

 4            Do you deny that Paula and Jimmy were

 5   recognized by you as a married couple?

 6       A    Yes.

 7       Q    You -- you --

 8       A    I mean --

 9       Q    You --

10       A    I mean, I know they were a married

11   couple.

12       Q    Okay.  And you recognized that

13   marriage?

14       A    Uh-huh.

15       Q    Okay.  So you don't deny that?

16       A    No.

17       Q    158, Paula Strobel was employed for

18   over 30 years and her income was used to pay for

19   mortgages, bills, improvements, and other

20   maintenance associated with the real property

21   owned by Paula Strobel and Jimmy.

22            Do you deny that?

23       A    Say it again.

24       Q    That Paula worked, made money --

25       A    Um-hmm.
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 1       Q    -- and that she and Jimmy used the

 2   money that Paula made to take care of the things

 3   that they owned?

 4       A    Yeah, I agree.

 5       Q    Well, why does it say -- it says it's

 6   admitted that Paula was in the same employ and

 7   the decedent for many years.  Remainder is

 8   denied.

 9       A    Remainder?  Well, I know he and Paula

10   worked at the same place.

11       Q    And that Paula made money?

12       A    Yeah, Paula made money.

13       Q    That money would go into a bank account

14   for Jimmy and Paula, right?

15       A    Um-hmm.

16       Q    And then they would use that money to

17   pay mortgages and pay bills and to do other

18   things?

19       A    Well, I guess they did.

20       Q    Well, of course they did.  I'm

21   trying --

22       A    Of course, they did.

23       Q    Then why did some --

24            MR. GHOM:  Object to form.

25            (Crosstalk.)
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 1  BY MR. TWOMBLEY:

 2       Q    Then why did someone put down denied

 3   here?  That's what I'm trying to figure out, so

 4   you and I -- we're on the wave -- wave length.

 5       A    I -- I --

 6       Q    I'm trying to figure out who filled

 7   this thing out.

 8       A    I don't deny that they made money and

 9   did things with it.

10       Q    Yeah.  Like pay mortgages?

11       A    Yeah.

12       Q    Pay their bills?

13       A    Uh-huh.

14       Q    Improve their --

15            MR. GHOM:  Object to form.

16  BY MR. TWOMBLEY:

17       Q    -- their property --

18            MR. GHOM:  Lacks foundation.

19  BY MR. TWOMBLEY:

20       Q    -- right?

21       A    And what?

22       Q    Improve their property?

23       A    Yeah.

24       Q    And maintain the property?

25       A    I guess they would.
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 1       Q    Well, of course.  Got that one done.

 2   All right.

 3       A    Well --

 4       Q    Do you --

 5       A    -- I think they could have done better

 6   on some things.

 7       Q    Let's go to the next one.

 8            Paula also provided support to the

 9   decedent -- that's Jimmy -- so that he could

10   spend time improving and maintaining the

11   property owned by him.

12            Do you deny that Paula supported Jimmy,

13   helped took care of the kids and that freed

14   Jimmy up to do some other things?

15       A    Yes.

16       Q    Including take care of his properties;

17   correct?

18       A    Um-hmm.  I guess they did the best they

19   could, I think.  Maybe not.  Well, I think some

20   of the property could have been taken care of

21   better than they did.

22       Q    They probably could have.

23       A    Hmm?

24       Q    Probably could have been taken care of

25   better?
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 1       A    I think they could have taken care of

 2   some of the stuff they had better.

 3       Q    Throughout your life, do you hold

 4   yourself out as the wife of Ollie Moore

 5   Ogletree?

 6       A    What?

 7       Q    Did you hold yourself out as being

 8   married to Ollie Ogletree?

 9       A    I was married to Ollie Ogletree.

10       Q    And you told people that you were

11   married to him, right?

12       A    Well, yeah.

13       Q    Of course.  Just shout them on out when

14   you know the answer.  We're making some progress

15   here now.

16            When Ollie died, you went to the

17   probate court and told the probate court you

18   were his wife; correct?

19       A    Yeah.

20       Q    Yeah.  And the court relied on that

21   representation?

22            MR. GHOM:  Object to the form.

23  BY MR. TWOMBLEY:

24       Q    Okay.  Yeah.

25       A    I guess so.  I don't remember.
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 1       Q    All right.  Now, you're going to have

 2   to help me with this one because I can't make

 3   heads nor tails of it.  Tell me what's going on

 4   in paragraph 165.

 5       A    I don't really understand what that

 6   says.  The parties of this action, including all

 7   interested parties --

 8       Q    All right.

 9       A    -- recognize Paula Strobel --

10       Q    I'm going to tell you what I think.  It

11   says --

12       A    What's Paula Strobel got to do with my

13   marriage?

14       Q    -- the parties to this action -- that'd

15   be you, your children, Paula, Doddy, recognized

16   Paula as the spouse of Jimmy.

17       A    Yeah.

18       Q    As you responded, Ogletree had already

19   remarried prior to 2003.

20            Didn't you remarry prior to 2003?  It

21   was like in 1980, right?

22       A    Right.  Yeah.

23       Q    All right.  Now this says, see below.

24            See below what?  Why didn't you just

25   put admit?
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 1       A    What is this, anyway?  What is this?

 2       Q    Well, let me just -- since you asked

 3   me --

 4       A    I mean, what -- what is this?

 5       Q    Normally, we send documents like this

 6   in a lawsuit so we don't have to come to

 7   depositions like this and spend so much basic

 8   time, you know, kind of figuring out what

 9   party's positions are.  I never seen anything

10   like that in my life.

11       A    Well, I don't know what is it.

12       Q    Well, I don't either.  I mean, I know

13   it says it's your answer.  I mean, this is what

14   was filed on your behalf in court.

15       A    Filed in court about what?  His death?

16       Q    The undersigned Michael Dupree --

17   that's one of your lawyers, right?

18       A    Um-hmm.

19       Q    Michael Dupree, LLC.  The attached is

20   being served on October the 24th on your behalf.

21   This is your document filed in court to outline

22   what your position is.

23       A    About what?

24       Q    About this whole dispute.

25       A    I don't know you're talking about.  I
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 1   don't know that is.  I don't have any idea.  I

 2   mean, it's just -- I can read Greek, but I can't

 3   read that.

 4       Q    Do you remember anybody reading this to

 5   you before and --

 6       A    No.

 7       Q    -- trying to determine what your

 8   answers were?

 9       A    No.

10       Q    Were you -- it's true, is it not, that

11   prior to this lawsuit being filed, that you

12   talked to your boys about it?

13       A    Talked my boys about it?  What is it?

14       Q    About the fact that there was going to

15   be a lawsuit filed in court to challenge the

16   Will --

17       A    Yeah.

18       Q    -- correct?

19            Y'all talked about it --

20       A    Yeah.

21       Q    -- you don't deny that, do you?

22       A    No.

23       Q    And you knew they were going to do it,

24   right?

25       A    Yes.
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 1       Q    Okay.  And you wanted them to do it to

 2   get what you believe they're entitled to, right?

 3       A    Well, of course.

 4       Q    Yeah.  I know I'm jumping around a

 5   little bit, but I want to go back to the

 6   divorce.

 7            How did you and Jimmy ultimately get

 8   divorced?

 9       A    How?

10       Q    How?

11            MR. GHOM:  Object to the form.

12            THE WITNESS:  Well, I guess we

13      went to -- Jimmy was already -- he got

14      another lawyer and...

15  BY MR. TWOMBLEY:

16       Q    And that's how you believe that y'all

17   got divorced?

18       A    That's the way we divorced, I guess,

19   isn't it?  I guess.

20       Q    And just so we're clear, that's the

21   document signed here is Plaintiff's Exhibit

22   Number 1; correct?

23            MR. GHOM:  Object to the form.

24            THE WITNESS:  Yeah, this is the

25      one we read before?
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 1  BY MR. TWOMBLEY:

 2       Q    Yes.

 3       A    Yes.

 4       Q    That's what you're talking about;

 5   correct?

 6       A    Uh-huh.

 7       Q    There's an allegation in this case --

 8       A    Say what?

 9       Q    There's an allegation in the case --

10       A    Uh-huh.

11       Q    -- that after you Jimmy signed that

12   agreement that you thought that constituted a

13   divorce --

14            MR. GHOM:  Object to form.

15  BY MR. TWOMBLEY:

16       Q    -- that --

17       A    This is nuts.

18       Q    Well, that's what you just testified,

19   that --

20       A    Well, what are you asking me that for

21   again?

22       Q    Well, I'm just trying to be helpful.

23       A    Why are you asking me about this stupid

24   divorce that was in 1977?  What's that got to do

25   with this?  What's it got to do with what I
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 1   expect and want?

 2       Q    You'll -- you'll have to talk to your

 3   attorney about that, ma'am.  It's got everything

 4   to do with this, about what you expect and want.

 5            In any event, there's an allegation

 6   that after that, Jimmy went to the Dominican

 7   Republic.

 8            Are you aware of that?

 9       A    No.

10       Q    Did you know he was going to go to the

11   Dominican Republic?

12       A    No.

13       Q    All right.

14       A    He must have had a trip over there.

15       Q    I'm sorry?

16       A    Deed he have a trip over there for

17   something?

18       Q    Well, I don't know --

19       A    A business trip?

20       Q    -- I was barely born.

21            This is my question to you, and I want

22   to make sure you understand this and answer it

23   very carefully.

24            Did you sign documents at Messervy's

25   office?
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 1       A    Messervy's office?

 2       Q    The lawyer.

 3       A    Uh-huh.

 4       Q    So that Jimmy could go down to the

 5   Dominican Republic?

 6       A    No.

 7            MR. GHOM:  Object to the form.

 8            THE WITNESS:  I didn't sign papers

 9      for him to go to the Dominican

10      Republic.

11  BY MR. TWOMBLEY:

12       Q    Okay.  So it's your testimony under

13   oath that you had no knowledge that Jimmy was

14   going to go to the Dominican Republic after this

15   agreement was signed?

16       A    No.

17       Q    And if there are some documents down

18   there that have got your signature on them,

19   you're telling us that'd be a forgery because

20   you didn't sign them?

21            MR. GHOM:  Object to form.

22            THE WITNESS:  I didn't sign

23      anything about him going to the

24      Dominican Republic.

25
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 1  BY MR. TWOMBLEY:

 2       Q    So that --

 3       A    I didn't sign anything like that.  I

 4   didn't sign anything.  No, I didn't.

 5       Q    Do you know if there are some documents

 6   down in the Dominican Republic that bear your

 7   signature?

 8       A    There is?

 9       Q    I'm asking you, are the --

10       A    I don't think so.

11       Q    Have you been down there to look?

12       A    To the Dominican Republic?

13       Q    Yes.

14       A    You think I would go into the Dominican

15   Republic?

16       Q    I didn't really mean have you been down

17   there to look.  But have you tried to look and

18   find to see if there's any documents down there

19   that the court system has --

20       A    No, I haven't.

21       Q    -- that bear your signature?

22       A    No.

23       Q    And your testimony is, under oath, that

24   you had absolutely no knowledge that Jimmy went

25   to the Dominican Republic after this document
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 1   was signed?

 2       A    No.

 3            MR. DAVID:  Object to the form.

 4            THE WITNESS:  No.

 5  BY MR. TWOMBLEY:

 6       Q    When did you first find out that he had

 7   been to the Dominican Republic?

 8       A    When did I find out he went?  I didn't

 9   know he went to the Dominican -- what's this --

10   what's this about, the Dominican Republic?  What

11   is this about?

12       Q    Ma'am, I'm here to find out from you.

13   I guarantee I can't tell you.  I was one year

14   old in Dillon, South Carolina.

15       A    Huh?

16       Q    So you don't know anything about the

17   Dominican Republic, you've never been there,

18   you've never signed any documents that can be

19   taken down there, and you don't even know how

20   that's got any connection to this dispute here?

21       A    No, I don't.

22       Q    Okay.

23       A    Dominican Republic, what are you

24   talking about?

25       Q    Have you ever told anyone that Jimmy
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 1   went to the Dominican Republic to get a quickie

 2   divorce?

 3       A    Well, didn't I just say no?

 4       Q    I'm trying to make sure you're not

 5   going to change your answer.

 6       A    No, I'm not --

 7       Q    Because --

 8       A    -- changing --

 9            (Crosstalk.)

10  BY MR. TWOMBLEY:

11       Q    -- sometimes you say no and then I ask

12   you five minutes later.  So I'm trying to make

13   sure I got the right answer.

14            Don't you think that's a good idea?

15       A    That's the right answer.  You got the

16   right answer.

17            MR. GHOM:  Objection.

18      Argumentative.

19            THE WITNESS:  Dominican Republic.

20  BY MR. TWOMBLEY:

21       Q    So if I understand correctly -- I know

22   we've talked about this, but I just want to make

23   sure I got it straight.

24            But your memory and intent was that

25   when you signed this document that's Plaintiff's
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 1   Exhibit 1, that this was -- the intent you had

 2   was to be divorced from James Strobel; correct?

 3            MR. DAVID:  Object to the form.

 4            MR. GHOM:  Object to the form.

 5            THE WITNESS:  How many times have

 6      you asked me that?

 7  BY MR. TWOMBLEY:

 8       Q    I think it's about three.

 9       A    I think it's been more than that.

10            MR. GHOM:  Same objection.

11  BY MR. TWOMBLEY:

12       Q    The answer is yes; correct?

13       A    Yes.  Oh, God, help me.  I think if --

14   I feel like -- I don't know if a murder case

15   would take this long.

16       Q    Ma'am, the rules provide, as a general

17   proposition, that we get seven hours with a

18   witness.

19       A    Hug?  You get seven hours of what?  You

20   get to work seven hours?

21            MR. TWOMBLEY:  Let's take about a

22      five-minute break, let me go through my

23      notes.  I think we're getting close to

24      being done.

25            THE VIDEOGRAPHER:  It's now 3:34.
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 1      We're going off the video.

 2               (Whereupon, a break was

 3               taken from 3:34 P.M.

 4               until 3:56 P.M.)

 5            THE VIDEOGRAPHER:  It's now 3:56.

 6      We're going back on the video.

 7  BY MR. TWOMBLEY:

 8       Q    You ready to continue.

 9       A    No.

10       Q    No?

11       A    I'm tired.

12       Q    I am too.  Okay.  Just a couple of

13   hopefully quick follow-ups.

14            Presumably since you didn't know

15   that -- or hadn't heard about Jimmy going to the

16   Dominican Republic, you can't say one way or

17   another whether or not he actually went down

18   there; correct?

19       A    No.

20       Q    And you don't know if he did go down

21   there, for what purpose he went?

22       A    I don't know.

23       Q    You don't know how long he stayed down

24   there?

25       A    No.
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 1       Q    You don't know if he made a residence

 2   down there?

 3       A    If he made what?

 4       Q    Residence.

 5       A    No, I don't think.

 6       Q    Well, why do you --

 7       A    Why would he make residence?

 8       Q    Well, why do you say you don't think

 9   so?  I thought you didn't know anything about

10   it.

11       A    I don't know.  I don't know why he

12   would go down there and live, why he'd

13   go look -- go there and look?

14       Q    Why would he go down there, period?

15       A    Well, he traveled all over the world.

16   I thought that was somewhere where he had a job

17   or something.

18       Q    Okay.  Okay.  So you don't know if he

19   went down there, how long he stayed, or what his

20   purpose for going down there was --

21       A    No.

22       Q    -- correct?

23       A    Yeah.

24       Q    We talked about some of the questions

25   we had sent to you.  And, I mean, I don't -- I
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 1   can't make heads nor tails of what that was.

 2            Do you remember where -- when we asked

 3   you to produce documents to us?

 4       A    Do I remember about documents?

 5       Q    Yeah.  The point in time in this

 6   lawsuit that we asked you to produce some

 7   documents that we thought you had to us.

 8       A    No.

 9       Q    You don't know anything about that?

10       A    No.

11       Q    Have you ever searched for any document

12   related to the matters at issue in this dispute?

13       A    No.

14       Q    Have you ever searched --

15       A    I didn't know I was going to have to

16   have any.  I haven't had.

17       Q    Have you ever searched for any e-mails

18   or text messages or communications with the kids

19   about any of the matters at issue in this suit?

20       A    No.

21       Q    No?

22       A    No.

23       Q    Okay.  If the law requires you to do

24   that, do you have any problem with doing it?

25       A    Doing what?
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 1       Q    Searching for documents, searching for

 2   communications that might have an impact on this

 3   case?

 4       A    Yeah, I could.

 5       Q    Okay.

 6       A    I could search.

 7       Q    You mentioned earlier that -- what you

 8   thought Jimmy wanted, but you also mentioned

 9   what you thought Jimmy's parents wanted, I

10   guess, your kids?

11       A    Yes.

12       Q    And, I mean, when they met with their

13   lawyer, if that's what they wanted, I mean, why

14   didn't they put that in their Last Will and

15   Testament with their lawyer and say when I die,

16   I want my property to go to the grandkids?

17            MR. DAVID:  Object to the form.

18            THE WITNESS:  I don't -- I've

19      never imagined.  They didn't know when

20      they were going to die.

21  BY MR. TWOMBLEY:

22       Q    Well, nobody knows when they going to

23   die, ma'am.  But I'm trying to figure out --

24       A    I don't think they thought about stuff

25   like that.
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 1       Q    You seem to have a view --

 2       A    Back then, I don't think they did.

 3       Q    You seem to have a view that you know

 4   what all the dead people wanted, but that's not

 5   what they put down in their documents.

 6            So how do you know this?

 7            MR. GHOM:  Object to the form.

 8            THE WITNESS:  What?  What are you

 9      talking about?  You're talking about

10      his parents?

11  BY MR. TWOMBLEY:

12       Q    Yeah.  If they wanted the grandkids to

13   get the property, they could have easily given

14   it to them.

15            Why didn't they do it?

16            MR. GHOM:  Object to form.

17            THE WITNESS:  Because they knew

18      that Jimmy would do it.

19  BY MR. TWOMBLEY:

20       Q    Well, they didn't know Jimmy --

21   Jimmy --

22       A    They knew that --

23            MR. GHOM:  Object to the form.

24  BY MR. TWOMBLEY:

25       Q    Jimmy didn't do it.
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 1       A    They knew Jimmy would do it.  They

 2   didn't know anything about Paula.  They were

 3   dead.  They were gone.

 4       Q    Well, ma'am, like life changes.  People

 5   get remarried, all kind of things happen in this

 6   world.  People join churches and become

 7   Jehovah's Witnesses.  I mean, nobody knows

 8   what's going to happen tomorrow.

 9       A    Jehovah --

10       Q    If you want somebody to receive

11   something, you put it down in your Last Will and

12   Testament.  I'm trying to figure out why of

13   everybody, you seem to be the one that knows

14   what all the dead people want.  But none of them

15   are here to tell us.

16            MR. GHOM:  Object to the form.

17            THE WITNESS:  What do you want me

18      to say?

19  BY MR. TWOMBLEY:

20       Q    That you don't know what any of these

21   people wanted.

22       A    No.

23       Q    That they met with lawyers, that they

24   put down what they wanted --

25       A    I don't think they talked about that
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 1   stuff then.

 2       Q    -- in an established way consistent

 3   with the law.  And what people come back years

 4   later and testify that a dead person wanted is

 5   malarky.  Malarky.

 6            MR. GHOM:  Object to the form.

 7            THE WITNESS:  What are you talking

 8      about?  I don't know what kind of

 9      people you know.

10  BY MR. TWOMBLEY:

11       Q    The kind of people I know follow the

12   law.  If they want somebody to have something,

13   they put down on paper and give it to them.

14   That's the kind of people I hang out with and

15   know.

16       A    They didn't know back then.  They

17   didn't know they would die.  They had no idea.

18       Q    You know what everybody knows and

19   didn't know.  Let's go ahead with this.

20       A    They didn't know they would die at that

21   age --

22       Q    I want --

23       A    -- they were 52 and 59.

24       Q    I want for you to please point to where

25   Danny is sitting in this room right now relative
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 1   to where you are sitting?

 2       A    Sitting over there.

 3       Q    Okay.  And I can't remember your name.

 4            What's your other son's name?

 5       A    Nicky.

 6       Q    Nicky.  Gosh.  Sorry, Nicky.

 7            Where is Nicky sitting?

 8       A    In the green shirt.

 9       Q    Okay.

10       A    Why are you asking me that?  You don't

11   think I know where my kids are?

12       Q    Because you've been looking over there

13   all day long on this video.

14       A    Well, I'm just looking at them.  I

15   mean, that's who I look at.  I look at my kids.

16       Q    You know the difference between probate

17   assets and non-probate assets?

18       A    No, I don't know.

19       Q    You know anything about what's

20   somebody's probate estate is versus what their

21   non-probate estate is?

22       A    No.

23       Q    Do you know if Jimmy knew anything

24   about that?

25       A    Jimmy?
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 1       Q    Um-hmm.

 2       A    I'm sure he did.

 3       Q    Well, do you know whether or not he

 4   knew anything?  Did you ever talk to him about

 5   it and have a discussion about it where he

 6   explained the difference?

 7       A    What?

 8       Q    Do you ever talk to Jimmy about the --

 9       A    About --

10       Q    -- the difference between probate and

11   non-probate assets?

12       A    No.

13       Q    Okay.  And even as we sit here today,

14   you don't know what the difference between those

15   are, right?

16       A    I don't know.

17       Q    And if I told you I'm going to leave

18   you my probate estate or non-probate estate, you

19   wouldn't know what the difference between those

20   are, right?

21       A    I wouldn't know what you're talking

22   about.

23            MR. TWOMBLEY:  I'll talk about

24      this with the lawyers, but there's some

25      things I believe were supposed to be
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 1   done before we did this deposition that

 2   weren't.  I'll take that up with them.

 3         But I'm going to pass you on to

 4   somebody else for the time being to see

 5   if they've got any questions for you.

 6   Okay?

 7         I know this has been not fun, and

 8   I'm sorry you had to do it.  But I'm

 9   doing my job and I'm going to keep

10   doing it.  But I appreciate your time.

11         MR. GHOM:  Ashley, I'm just going

12   to have a few follow up.  Maybe we

13   could switch places or...

14         MR. TWOMBLEY:  Sure.

15         MR. DAVID:  You want to switch

16   places with me?

17         MR. GHOM:  I think it may be

18   easier if we're closer to her.

19         MR. DAVID:  Okay.

20         THE VIDEOGRAPHER:  Off the video

21   at 4:07.

22            (Whereupon, a break was

23            taken from 4:07 P.M.

24            until 4:10 P.M.)

25         THE VIDEOGRAPHER:  4:10.  We're
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 1      going back on the video.

 2                   CROSS-EXAMINATION

 3  BY MR. BLANCHARD:

 4       Q    Ms. Ogletree, good afternoon.  I know

 5   it's been a long day for you.

 6       A    It has.

 7       Q    I'm Frank Blanchard, I represent your

 8   four sons in this case that's in circuit court

 9   now.  I'm not going whole lot of questions but I

10   did want to ask just a few.

11            Mr. Twombley had asked you earlier

12   today about Plaintiff's Exhibit Number 1.  If

13   you could take a look at that document, and I

14   just wanted to ask if you could turn to the --

15   looks like the fifth page.

16            And is that your signature on the

17   bottom right -- no, ma'am.  I'll show you the

18   fifth page.  It looks like this.  It's probably

19   two pages back.

20       A    That right there?

21       Q    Yeah.  Is that your signature?

22       A    Yes.

23       Q    And is that James Strobel's signature

24   above it?

25            MR. TWOMBLEY:  Object to the form.
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 1            THE WITNESS:  It looks, I think,

 2      from what I remember, it looks like

 3      his.

 4  BY MR. BLANCHARD:

 5       Q    Okay.  Are you familiar with his

 6   signature?

 7       A    I think so.

 8       Q    Do you know who the witnesses are on

 9   the left side?  It looks a Ms. Miller, Mary Ruth

10   Miller?  Do you recognize that name?

11       A    No.  I don't know who that was.

12       Q    Okay.  Now, this document is dated

13   March 4th, 1977.

14            And at that time, you and James Strobel

15   would have been married; correct?

16       A    March 4th, when?

17       Q    March 4th, 1977, you and James were

18   married at --

19       A    Yeah, yeah.  We were separated then.

20   It says separation agreement.

21       Q    Okay.  And so Mr. Twombley asked you a

22   bunch of questions about this and he referred to

23   it at times as the divorce agreement or part of

24   the divorce --

25       A    Yes.  It says separation.  Yeah.
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 1       Q    Right.  And when I read through this

 2   document, I actually don't see the term divorce

 3   used in the document or a divorce actually

 4   discussed in this document.

 5       A    Um-hmm.

 6       Q    Are you aware of that?

 7            MR. TWOMBLEY:  Object to the form.

 8  BY MR. BLANCHARD:

 9       Q    You can answer.

10       A    What?

11       Q    He just objected to the form of the

12   question.

13            To your knowledge, does this document

14   use the term divorce or refer to a divorce?

15            MR. TWOMBLEY:  Object to the form.

16            THE WITNESS:  This is -- this is

17      not a divorce, this is a separation.

18  BY MR. BLANCHARD:

19       Q    Gotcha.  So let me ask you about the

20   next page.  And this is still part of Exhibit

21   Number 1.  You'll see a document that says

22   addendum to separation agreement.

23            And is that your signature on the right

24   side of that page?

25       A    Yes.
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 1       Q    And is that James Strobel's signature

 2   above that?

 3       A    Yes.

 4            MR. TWOMBLEY:  Object to the form.

 5  BY MR. BLANCHARD:

 6       Q    This document is also dated March 4th,

 7   1977.

 8            So at that time, you and James would

 9   have been married --

10       A    Yes.

11       Q    -- correct, but separated?

12       A    Yeah.  I guess.  I don't know.  I'm not

13   sure.

14       Q    Okay.  All right.

15       A    Okay.

16       Q    On this page, the witnesses, it appears

17   it's the same two individuals, Mary Ruth Miller.

18       A    Um-hmm.

19       Q    And, again, you don't recall who that

20   was?

21       A    No.

22       Q    And can you --

23       A    I don't know who that is.

24       Q    Can you read who the other signatures

25   are?
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 1       A    Can I what?

 2       Q    Can you determine what the other

 3   signatures are, the other witnesses?

 4       A    It says Mary Ruth Miller.  I don't know

 5   what this says.  Mary Ruth Miller, and, again, I

 6   don't know what that is.  Maybe that's Jimmy

 7   Messervy.  It looks like a J there.

 8       Q    And he was the attorney you mentioned

 9   earlier?

10       A    Yeah.  Maybe that's who that is.

11       Q    I'm sorry.  You speak a little --

12       A    If that's who that is.

13       Q    Okay.  And Mr. Messervy was the

14   attorney that you and James went to initially;

15   is that correct?

16       A    Who?

17       Q    Mr. Messervy, is he the attorney that

18   you and James went to initially about the

19   separation?

20       A    Messervy?

21       Q    Yes.

22            MR. TWOMBLEY:  Object to the form.

23            THE WITNESS:  Yeah.

24  BY MR. BLANCHARD:

25       Q    All right.  I'm going to show you
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 1   what's been marked as Exhibit Number 5.  If you

 2   will take a look at this document.

 3               (Whereupon, Exhibit

 4               Number 5 was marked for

 5               identification.)

 6  BY MR. BLANCHARD:

 7       Q    And this document has at the top,

 8   amendment to separation agreement.

 9       A    Okay.

10       Q    And at the bottom, there are some

11   signatures I wanted to ask you.

12            At the very bottom, is that your

13   signature?

14       A    Yes.

15       Q    And above that, is that James Strobel's

16   signature?

17       A    Um-hmm.

18       Q    You have to say yes or no.

19       A    Yes, I think so.  Yeah.  I'm pretty

20   sure is it.

21       Q    Okay.  And near the bottom of that

22   document on that same page, you'll see some

23   language.  And I'll just read it.

24            And it says, "In all other respects,

25   this separation agreement heretofore entered
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 1   into by the parties on the 4th day of March 1977

 2   is confirmed.  Witness our hands and seals this

 3   17th day of July, 1978."

 4            So this document would have been dated

 5   July 17, 1978?

 6       A    Um-hmm.

 7            MR. TWOMBLEY:  Object to the form.

 8  BY MR. BLANCHARD:

 9       Q    And this -- this provision says that

10   the separation agreement is confirmed.

11            Do you see that?

12       A    It says separation agreement heretofore

13   entered into my -- is this what you're saying?

14       Q    Yes.

15       A    On the 4th day, confirmed.

16       Q    Okay.

17       A    I guess so.

18       Q    So in discovery in this case, the

19   lawyers for the parties have exchanged requests

20   for documents.  And so far, no party has

21   produced a copy of an actual divorce decree.

22       A    Um-hmm.

23       Q    An order granting a divorce.

24            Do you know whether an actual divorce

25   decree or order granting a divorce was ever
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 1   entered --

 2            MR. TWOMBLEY:  Object to the form.

 3  BY MR. BLANCHARD:

 4       Q    -- between and you James Strobel?

 5       A    I don't know.

 6       Q    Okay.  Do you have a copy of such an

 7   order or divorce degree?

 8       A    I don't know.  I'll have to look.

 9       Q    Okay.

10       A    I have a file cabinet that's been there

11   for ages.  But then I have -- well, I have

12   another file cabinet, which is my will.  I don't

13   know if his -- I don't know if anything of his

14   is in there.  But I have a file cabinet I can

15   look into.

16       Q    So you're going to search those

17   records?

18       A    I can search.

19       Q    Okay.  As we sit here today, do you

20   know whether you have a copy of an actual order

21   or divorce decree granting a divorce between you

22   and James Strobel?

23       A    No.  I don't know.

24       Q    Did you ever go to the Dominican

25   Republic to obtain a divorce from Mr. Strobel?
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 1       A    No.  I couldn't afford to go there

 2   anyway.

 3            MR. TWOMBLEY:  I can't hear.

 4            MADAM COURT REPORTER:  We can't --

 5            THE WITNESS:  I couldn't afford to

 6      go there anyway.

 7  BY MR. BLANCHARD:

 8       Q    And to your knowledge, did Mr. Strobel,

 9   James Strobel, ever move to the Dominican

10   Republic and start living there as a resident of

11   the --

12       A    No.

13       Q    -- Dominican Republic?

14       A    That I know of, no.  I don't know.  But

15   I don't know.  I don't know.  I don't remember.

16   I wouldn't -- I don't know.  I don't think he'd

17   go to the Dominican Republic and stay there.

18       Q    Did Mr. --

19       A    I don't know.

20       Q    Did James Strobel ever tell you, I went

21   and moved and I am now a resident of the

22   Dominican Republic?

23       A    No.

24            MR. TWOMBLEY:  Object to the form.

25  BY MR. BLANCHARD:
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 1       Q    Did Paula Strobel ever tell you that

 2   James Strobel had moved to the Dominican

 3   Republic?

 4       A    No.

 5       Q    Did anyone ever tell you that James

 6   Strobel had moved to the Dominican Republic and

 7   that was now his residence?

 8            MR. TWOMBLEY:  Object to the form.

 9            THE WITNESS:  No.

10  BY MR. BLANCHARD:

11       Q    Mr. Twombley asked you some questions

12   about things that you received after Ollie

13   Ogletree passed away.

14            And I think you mentioned you received

15   a house that you were living in with

16   Mr. Ogletree; correct?

17       A    It was ours.

18       Q    Okay.  Do you recall whether you

19   received that house through what is called right

20   of survivorship where the house became yours

21   automatically when he died?

22       A    Yes.

23            MR. TWOMBLEY:  Object to form.

24  BY MR. BLANCHARD:

25       Q    You did not receive that house through
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 1   his estate?

 2            MR. TWOMBLEY:  Object to the form.

 3            THE WITNESS:  What's he saying?

 4  BY MR. BLANCHARD:

 5       Q    He's objecting to the form of the

 6   question.

 7            So I'm asking you, to your

 8   recollection, the house that you and

 9   Mr. Ogletree were living in, that did not go

10   through or was not distributed through Ollie's

11   estate with the probate court?

12            MR. TWOMBLEY:  Object to form.

13            THE WITNESS:  I don't -- I don't

14      remember anything like that.

15  BY MR. BLANCHARD:

16       Q    Okay.  Well, we've obtained a copy of

17   the estate file for Ollie's estate.

18       A    Uh-huh.

19       Q    And I only have two copies of this so

20   I'll make one Exhibit Number 6.  I guess give

21   that to Ashley.

22       A    Sold it to a lawyer.  And he wouldn't

23   let me come back to get the rest of my stuff.

24       Q    Hold on one second.  She's trying to

25   put a sticker on this.
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 1       A    I'm sorry.  I keep forgetting.

 2               (Whereupon, Exhibit

 3               Number 6 was marked for

 4               identification.)

 5  BY MR. BLANCHARD:

 6       Q    Okay.  I'm going to hand you what's

 7   been marked as Exhibit Number 6, and these are

 8   copies of records that we obtained from

 9   Charleston County Probate Court involving Ollie

10   Ogletree's estate.

11       A    All right.

12       Q    And I'll give you some time to go

13   through the documents if you want to.  But I'll

14   represent to you that there are no documents in

15   that file showing that there is a deed of

16   distribution or any deed of the house that you

17   and Ollie were living in to any person,

18   including yourself.

19            So as I'm sitting here and asking

20   questions, do you have any recollection that the

21   house went through Ollie Ogletree's estate with

22   the probate court?

23            MR. TWOMBLEY:  Object to the form.

24            THE WITNESS:  I don't know.

25  BY MR. BLANCHARD:
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 1       Q    The retirement account that you

 2   mentioned that you were getting some monthly

 3   retirement account payments, do you know whether

 4   you received those account funds because Ollie

 5   had designated you as the beneficiary of the

 6   account?

 7       A    Yeah.

 8            MR. TWOMBLEY:  Object to the form.

 9  BY MR. BLANCHARD:

10       Q    Did any of your sons, Danny, Jamie,

11   Nick, or Tony receive any property or any assets

12   from Ollie's estate?

13       A    No.

14            MR. BLANCHARD:  I think that's all

15      the questions I have.  I really

16      appreciate your time.

17            MR. TWOMBLEY:  I've got a couple

18      more.

19            THE VIDEOGRAPHER:  4:21.  We're

20      going off the video.

21               (Whereupon, a break was

22               taken from 4:21 P.M.

23               until 4:23 P.M.)

24            THE VIDEOGRAPHER:  4:23.  We're

25      going back on the video.
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 1                 REDIRECT EXAMINATION

 2  BY MR. TWOMBLEY:

 3       Q    When did you get divorced from Jimmy?

 4       A    When did I get divorced?

 5       Q    Yes.  When did you get divorced from

 6   Jimmy Strobel?

 7       A    I guess it was 1977.

 8       Q    Well, that's what I thought.  You --

 9       A    I guess.

10       Q    You --

11       A    But that's a separate agreement there.

12   I don't know.  That's what it says.  That

13   doesn't say divorce decree.

14       Q    Is that what it takes to have a

15   divorce, a decree?

16       A    I mean, it doesn't say.

17       Q    Well, which is it, ma'am?  I mean, you

18   got remarried to another man, right?

19       A    Yeah.

20       Q    Well, where is the divorce decree?

21       A    I don't know.

22       Q    Why would you get remarried to another

23   man if you weren't divorced from the first one?

24       A    I must have the papers at home, I

25   guess.
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 1       Q    Well, you see, I asked you to bring

 2   those papers.

 3       A    You did?

 4       Q    I've been trying to get them for weeks.

 5   We still ain't got them.  I want you to go --

 6            (Crosstalk.)

 7  BY MR. TWOMBLEY:

 8       Q    -- home and search --

 9       A    I never talked to you.

10       Q    -- for those papers.

11            I don't -- irrespective of what these

12   papers say, you've testified 13 times in

13   response to my questions that you believe that

14   this document divorced you and Jimmy on March

15   the 4th of 1977.

16       A    Well, I didn't know, it said --

17            MR. DAVID:  Object to the form.

18            MR. GHOM:  Object to form.

19            THE WITNESS:  -- separation

20      agreement up there.

21  BY MR. TWOMBLEY:

22       Q    Well, it says is lot of things.  But

23   I'd say you thought that was when you got

24   divorced.

25            MR. GHOM:  Object to the form.
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 1            THE WITNESS:  Well, yeah.  I think

 2      it was.

 3  BY MR. TWOMBLEY:

 4       Q    Okay.  I mean, there is no --

 5       A    I think it was.  I'm pretty sure.

 6       Q    Yeah.  I mean, you wouldn't have

 7   married another person on purpose if you didn't

 8   think you were divorced from the first one,

 9   would you?  You're not one of those types of

10   people, are you?

11       A    No.

12       Q    We could agree on that?

13       A    No, I'm not that kind of person.  I

14   would be divorced.

15       Q    You testified that you were familiar or

16   that you thought this was Jimmy's signature on

17   these documents?

18       A    I think so.

19       Q    Okay.

20       A    From what I can remember about his

21   signature.

22       Q    Okay.

23       A    From what I remember about his writing.

24       Q    Well, that's what I'm trying to find

25   out, is why you say that, why -- but Jimmy's
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 1   been dead, what now, for four years, right?

 2       A    That I can remember that.

 3       Q    Okay --

 4       A    I can remember his signatures.  I can

 5   remember --

 6       Q    Jim --

 7       A    I guess because of all the -- you know,

 8   went to college and I'd seen his signatures from

 9   other papers.

10       Q    Well, what papers?

11       A    Checkbook.

12       Q    You got his checkbook?

13       A    We had checkbooks.  We --

14       Q    You're talking about from 1977?

15       A    Yeah.

16       Q    You can remember checkbooks from 19 --

17       A    We had a checkbook.  We didn't have

18   debit cards and, you know, credit cards and all

19   that.  I remember his signature from checkbook

20   or whatever he signed or his writing.  We went

21   to school.  I went to Clemson with him.  I went

22   to -- I was home with him when he went to

23   Baptist College.

24       Q    Isn't it true y'all have not lived in

25   the same house with each other since, like,
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 1   1975, right?

 2       A    What?

 3       Q    Y'all have not lived together since

 4   1975?

 5       A    Well, '74.

 6       Q    '74?

 7       A    I don't know.  '74 or '75.

 8       Q    What check have you seen him write

 9   since 1974?

10       A    I haven't seen him write a check since

11   then.

12       Q    But you want this jury to believe that

13   you can remember what the man's signature looked

14   like in 1974?

15       A    Yes.  I can remember.  I can remember

16   very well what his handwriting looked like.

17   That's one of the things I can remember, anyway.

18       Q    Now, you said that you could not afford

19   to go to the Dominican Republic.

20            Do you have any idea what it costs to

21   go to the Dominican Republic in 1977?

22       A    Do I know what?

23       Q    Have any idea what it cost -- would

24   cost to get on an airplane and fly to the

25   Dominican Republic in 1977?
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 1       A    No, I have no idea.

 2       Q    Well, how do you know you couldn't

 3   afford it?

 4       A    Well, I'm sure I couldn't.  I had four

 5   kids and, you know, there's not --

 6       Q    Well, what about whenever Jimmy took on

 7   the kids and gave you $38,000, could you do it

 8   then?

 9       A    You think I sold the house -- he sold

10   the house to me and then I went to the Dominican

11   Republic or something?

12       Q    No.  I'm just trying to ask you, you've

13   said that you cannot have afforded, back then,

14   to go to the Dominican Republic and --

15       A    I couldn't afford --

16       Q    -- I'm trying to --

17       A    -- to go anywhere, any --

18       Q    Well, you don't know how much it --

19            (Crosstalk.)

20            THE WITNESS:  -- I wouldn't have

21      taken a flight to go somewhere.

22  BY MR. TWOMBLEY:

23       Q    You don't know how much it would cost;

24   correct?

25       A    That's why I didn't go on a flight.
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 1       Q    You don't know how much it would cost;

 2   correct?

 3       A    That's why I --

 4       Q    And Jimmy gave you $38,000 for that

 5   house, right?

 6            MR. GHOM:  Object to the form.

 7            THE WITNESS:  Yes, but --

 8  BY MR. TWOMBLEY:

 9       Q    Okay.

10       A    -- I wouldn't go squander it all it

11   getting on an airplane.  I'm very frugal.

12       Q    Um-hmm.

13       A    If I wasn't, I wouldn't be where I am.

14       Q    Very frugal?

15       A    Hmm?

16       Q    Very frugal?

17       A    Yes, I'm very frugal.

18       Q    At one point when Mr. Blanchard was

19   asking you some questions --

20       A    Blanchard?  Who's that?

21       Q    Frank.  The good-looking one down there

22   at the end.

23       A    Sorry, I forgot your last name.

24       Q    He said, did Jimmy ever tell you this?

25   Did Paula ever tell you this?  Did the kids ever
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 1   tell you this?

 2            Do you have any evidence of any kind

 3   other than like what people have allegedly told

 4   you on those issues that he asked you about?

 5   Anything else other than what somebody allegedly

 6   told you?

 7       A    About --

 8            MR. GHOM:  Object to the form.

 9            THE WITNESS:  About what?  Is

10      there anything anybody told me about

11      what?

12  BY MR. TWOMBLEY:

13       Q    We can move on.

14            Mr. Blanchard asked you if some things

15   had, quote, gone through the estate, Ollie's

16   estate.

17            Do you remember that?

18       A    If some things had gone through his

19   estate?

20       Q    Right.  The house and the retirement

21   account and -- and he said those things didn't

22   go through the estate.  And you said, yeah,

23   that's right, it didn't go through the estate.

24       A    I don't know.  I don't remember any of

25   that stuff.
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 1       Q    Well, I mean, what does that even mean

 2   to you, go through the estate?  Do you even know

 3   what that means?

 4       A    Well, the estate is what we owned.

 5       Q    That's what I think.

 6       A    Yeah.  And what about it?

 7       Q    Well --

 8       A    I mean, what's this got to do with my

 9   husband, Ollie?

10       Q    Well, Mr. Blanchard asked you about it,

11   don't you think he's got a good reason to?  He's

12   your kids' lawyers.

13            MR. GHOM:  Object to the form.

14  BY MR. TWOMBLEY:

15       Q    Why are you so critical when I ask

16   about --

17            (Crosstalk.)

18  BY MR. TWOMBLEY:

19       Q    -- but he asks you about something and

20   you just give him all the answers?

21       A    I already forgot what he asked.

22       Q    I was looking through this file from

23   Ollie's estate.

24            And you were the personal

25   representative of his estate, were you not?
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 1       A    I was the what?

 2       Q    The personal representative, the one in

 3   charge of it.

 4       A    Yeah.  I don't know what I did.

 5       Q    I'm sorry, I wrote on that.  That's my

 6   line.  I'll take responsibility for it.

 7            MR. DAVID:  Is it blue or black?

 8            MR. TWOMBLEY:  It's blackish-blue.

 9            THE WITNESS:  How much longer am I

10      going to be here?  I'm tired.

11  BY MR. TWOMBLEY:

12       Q    Why don't you ask Mr. Blanchard that.

13       A    I'm 83 years old.  I'm not your age.

14       Q    There's some --

15       A    I've got arthritis.

16       Q    I want to ask you just in general, you

17   know, there are some letters and orders in your

18   second husband's probate estate where the court

19   is writing you and telling you that you have not

20   done some things that you were supposed to do.

21            Do you have any memory of that?

22       A    Huh-uh.

23       Q    Here's a letter --

24       A    I probably didn't know what I was

25   supposed to if somebody didn't tell me.

0232

 1       Q    Because you don't know anything about

 2   this stuff, right?

 3       A    No.  I just know he died and I got the

 4   house and the property.

 5       Q    But you do know what all the deceased

 6   people wanted, really?

 7            MR. GHOM:  Object to the form.

 8            THE WITNESS:  What was that?

 9  BY MR. TWOMBLEY:

10       Q    That was an inside joke.

11       A    I thought so.

12       Q    Did you ever file what they call --

13   see, the court's writing you right here on

14   February the 21st and saying, ma'am, you've got

15   to file an inventory and appraisement.  And then

16   you didn't do it.  And they wrote you again,

17   said you got 20 days to do it or you're going to

18   get in trouble.  You still didn't do it.

19       A    I don't remember anything like that.

20            MR. GHOM:  Object to the form.

21  BY MR. TWOMBLEY:

22       Q    You don't remember anything about that?

23   That was in --

24       A    I don't remember getting anything in

25   the mail.
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 1       Q    That was only in 2014, but you remember

 2   those signatures from 1977?

 3            MR. GHOM:  Object to the form.

 4            THE WITNESS:  2014, what happened?

 5  BY MR. TWOMBLEY:

 6       Q    It's a letter from 2014.

 7       A    It --

 8       Q    Zoie Philipps Ogletree, an estate clerk

 9   has been assigned to each file.  I've been

10   assigned to yours.  A review of your file

11   indicates the following documents must be filed,

12   inventory and appraisement.  The court has --

13       A    Well, what do I do about it now?

14       Q    The court has previously written to you

15   and your attorney, you have exactly 20 days from

16   the date of this letter to comply.

17       A    Well, what happened?  I'm not in jail.

18   I don't remember anything like that.  I don't

19   remember any letter coming to me telling me

20   about anything like that.  I don't -- because if

21   I had something I had to do, I would have done

22   it.

23       Q    Well, apparently you didn't.

24       A    I don't --

25       Q    And then...
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 1       A    So what?  So what if I didn't do --

 2       Q    How do you know what went through the

 3   estate and what didn't?  Mr. Blanchard said,

 4   have you seen anything in here that would lead

 5   you to believe -- I mean, it looks like you

 6   didn't file all the important things you were

 7   supposed to.

 8            So I'm just saying, that's not a fair

 9   representation that you hadn't seen anything in

10   here.  Tamara Curry threw the whole estate out

11   based on a rule to show cause because you didn't

12   do what you were supposed to do.

13       A    Well, what are you going do about it

14   now?  Put me in jail?

15       Q    I only put -- try to put insurance

16   companies in jail.

17            All right.  The last thing -- this

18   isn't a question and they'll object to it, and

19   that's fine.  But we've already asked you some

20   questions and asked for some documents and

21   stuff.  And we need -- we need those.

22       A    Well, if I don't have them, what's

23   going to happen?  If I don't have them, if I

24   can't find them.  I mean, it's been a long time

25   ago.  I've moved.
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 1       Q    Ma'am, let me --

 2       A    Moved, moved, and moved.

 3       Q    People say they don't have stuff all

 4   the time.

 5       A    Hmm?

 6       Q    It happens every day.  We seem --

 7       A    What?

 8       Q    We seem to be able to track it down

 9   from other sources.  So you do what you think

10   you need to do with your attorney --

11       A    Yeah.  And you can track it --

12       Q    -- and we'll cross that bridge --

13       A    Well, if you can track it --

14       Q    -- when we get there.

15       A    -- down, you track it down.

16       Q    I had somebody burn some stuff one time

17   in a fireplace.

18       A    What?  You had somebody what?

19       Q    Burn some stuff.

20       A    Burned?

21       Q    Burned.

22       A    Like burned something.

23            MR. TWOMBLEY:  That's all I've got

24      based on -- subject to my other

25      comments.
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 1         MR. GHOM:  No further questions.

 2         MR. DAVID:  No questions.

 3         THE VIDEOGRAPHER:  It's now 4:39.

 4   We're going off the video.

 5         MADAM COURT REPORTER:  Would you

 6   like a copy?

 7         MR. DAVID:  I'll let you know.

 8         MR. GHOM:  E-tran.

 9         MADAM COURT REPORTER:  The

10   original.

11         MR. TWOMBLEY:  Yes.

12            (WAIVED SIGNATURE.)

13            (Whereupon, the videotaped

14            deposition of

15            Zoie Ogletree was concluded at

16            approximately 4:39 P.M.)

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

0237

 1                 C E R T I F I C A T E

 2

 3  STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA:

 4  BEAUFORT COUNTY:

 5

 6     I, Naomi McCracken, Court Reporter and Notary

 7  Public in and for the above county and state, do

 8  hereby certify that the foregoing testimony was

 9  taken before me at the time and place

10  herein-before set forth; that the witness was by

11  me first duly sworn to testify to the truth, the

12  whole truth, and nothing but the truth, that

13  thereupon the foregoing testimony was later

14  reduced by computer transcription; and I certify

15  that this is a true and correct transcript of my

16  stenographic notes so taken.

17     I further certify that I am not of counsel to

18  either party, nor interested in the event of

19  this cause.

20

21                     ____________________________

22                     Naomi McCracken

23                     Court Reporter

24                     Notary Public

25                     Beaufort, South Carolina
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             1            THE VIDEOGRAPHER:  It's now 10:12



             2      A.M. and we're on the video.



             3            Will the court reporter please



             4      swear the witness?



             5                    ZOIE OGLETREE,



             6  having been produced and first duly sworn as a



             7  witness, testified as follows:



             8                  DIRECT EXAMINATION



             9  BY MR. TWOMBLEY:



            10       Q    Good morning.  My name's Ashley



            11   Twombley.  I'm a lawyer down in Beaufort, and



            12   we're here today to take your deposition in this



            13   case that's pending here in Charleston Probate



            14   Court.



            15       A    Um-hmm.



            16       Q    Well now in Charleston Circuit Court.



            17            Have you ever had your deposition taken



            18   before?



            19       A    No.



            20       Q    Okay.  Do you know what a deposition



            21   is?



            22       A    No.



            23       Q    The purpose of it is?



            24       A    No.



            25       Q    No one's explained that to you?
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             1       A    Hmm-mm.  I should know, I have a lawyer



             2   for a son.



             3       Q    Well, the purpose of us being here



             4   today is to find out what you know or don't know



             5   to related to the dispute.



             6       A    Um-hmm.



             7       Q    And I'm going to ask you some questions



             8   and you're supposed to truthfully answer them.



             9            You understand that; correct?



            10       A    Of course.



            11       Q    Okay.  Now, I know we're not in a



            12   courtroom and there's no judge here.  But the



            13   oath that the court reporter just administered



            14   to you --



            15       A    Um-hmm.



            16       Q    -- is the same oath that you would take



            17   and carries the same implications if you were in



            18   a courtroom in front of a judge and had put your



            19   hand on the Bible and swore to tell the truth --



            20       A    Right.



            21       Q    -- and the whole truth.



            22            You understand that?



            23       A    Yeah.



            24       Q    Okay.  And you also understand that,



            25   you know, part of the oath that you took is not
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             1   only to tell the truth, but to tell the whole



             2   truth.



             3       A    Of course.



             4       Q    Okay.  And are you prepared to do that



             5   this morning?



             6       A    Well, yeah.



             7       Q    Okay.  Is there anything about your



             8   physical, mental, or emotional condition that



             9   would prevent you from understanding my



            10   questions and providing truthful answers to



            11   them?



            12       A    I don't think so.



            13       Q    Okay.



            14       A    I might not be able to hear you.



            15       Q    Okay.  Well, other -- if you can't hear



            16   me, will you let me know?



            17       A    Yes, sir.  Of course.



            18       Q    Okay.  And I'll be happy to repeat the



            19   question if you don't hear it.



            20            Other than that, though, there's



            21   nothing about your health condition, mental



            22   condition, emotional condition that would



            23   prevent you from understanding my questions and



            24   providing truthful answers to them?



            25       A    No.  I don't think so.
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             1       Q    Okay.  Do you understand that the



             2   testimony you give today --



             3       A    Um-hmm.



             4       Q    -- is going to be relied on in the



             5   future and may dictate, you know, what happens



             6   in this legal proceeding?



             7       A    Yes.



             8       Q    Okay.  Okay.  Do you have any questions



             9   for me before I get started?



            10       A    Let's see.



            11            No, I don't think so.



            12       Q    Okay.  A couple of other things I



            13   wanted to mention, if you need a break at any



            14   time today, you just let us know.  We can break



            15   if you need to use the --



            16       A    It's going take that long?



            17       Q    I'm sorry?



            18       A    It's going take that long?



            19       Q    Well, I don't know how long it's going



            20   to take, it depends on what your testimony is.



            21   But if we need a break, you can ask to have a



            22   break, and we'll be happy to take one.



            23       A    Sure.



            24       Q    Okay?  But there's a rule about breaks,



            25   and that is --
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             1       A    Can't talk.



             2       Q    -- you can't talk to anybody about your



             3   testimony at all.



             4       A    Right.



             5       Q    So if we do break, you know, you don't



             6   talk to anybody about what was said.  Okay?



             7       A    Okay.



             8       Q    Or about what's going on in the



             9   deposition or the case in general.



            10            This is my opportunity to talk to you



            11   --



            12       A    Um-hmm.



            13       Q    -- and find out what you know.



            14       A    Um-hmm.



            15       Q    Not what you're lawyers might know, not



            16   what they think about my questions.



            17       A    Right.



            18       Q    Today's supposed to be me and you.



            19   Okay?



            20       A    Um-hmm.



            21       Q    Now, they may object to my question --



            22   well, first of all, do you understand that, that



            23   this is my opportunity to talk to you and find



            24   out what you know?



            25       A    Right.
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             1       Q    Okay.  Your lawyers may object to one



             2   of the questions that I ask you --



             3       A    My --



             4       Q    -- okay?



             5       A    -- lawyers?



             6       Q    Your lawyer might do that.  If they



             7   do --



             8       A    I have a lawyer?



             9       Q    Do you have a lawyer?



            10       A    Do I have a lawyer?



            11       Q    Well --



            12       A    I thought he was their lawyer.



            13       Q    Well --



            14       A    Should I consider --



            15       Q    Well, let's --



            16       A    -- Frank my lawyer?



            17       Q    We are going to get to that in one



            18   second.  But let me ask you -- I want to make



            19   sure that we've covered these preliminary



            20   matters before we get into that.



            21            If anybody objects to my questions,



            22   whether it's your lawyer or another lawyer --



            23       A    Oh, that's my lawyer.  Sorry.



            24       Q    Well, listen.  Listen to what I'm



            25   saying.  If anybody objects, that doesn't mean
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             1   you don't go ahead and answer.



             2       A    Right.



             3       Q    If -- if someone tells you not to



             4   answer, then we'll have a discussion about that.



             5   But if I ask you a question and somebody says,



             6   object to the form of the question, you still go



             7   ahead right on and answer it.  Okay?



             8       A    Um-hmm.



             9       Q    Do you understand that?



            10       A    Yes.



            11       Q    Okay.  All right.  Let's start with



            12   some preliminary information.



            13            What is your full legal name?



            14       A    It's Zoie Philipps Ogletree.



            15       Q    Okay.  And was Phil --



            16       A    One L and two Ps.



            17       Q    Okay.  Is Philipps your maiden name?



            18       A    Um-hmm.



            19       Q    Okay.



            20       A    Well, it's really Papaphilippou.



            21       Q    Okay.  But you go by Zoie Philipps



            22   Ogletree now?



            23       A    Yes.



            24       Q    Okay.  How many children do you have?



            25       A    Four.

�                                                              12

















             1       Q    Okay.  What are their names?



             2       A    Danny -- well, Dan; Jamie, James;



             3   Nicky, Nick; and Tony, Anthony.



             4       Q    I thought I turned that off.



             5            All right.  Danny, Jamie, Nick, and



             6   Tony?



             7       A    Yes.



             8       Q    Are any of those individuals here today



             9   in the room?



            10       A    Two of them.



            11       Q    Okay.  Who -- who is here in the room



            12   today?



            13       A    Dan and Nick.



            14       Q    Okay.  And is Danny the one the



            15   Seersucker suit?



            16       A    Um-hmm.



            17       Q    Okay.  And Nick is in the green shirt?



            18       A    Right.



            19       Q    Okay.  What are the ages of these -- of



            20   your children, roughly?



            21       A    I think Danny is 60 and Nicky is 56.



            22       Q    Okay.  Now, part of what we talk about



            23   was, you know, we're here today to find out what



            24   you know, not someone -- what somebody else



            25   might know --
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             1       A    Um-hmm.



             2       Q    -- so if you don't know the answer to



             3   one of my questions, I'd prefer you just say you



             4   don't know as opposed to looking to someone else



             5   for the answer.  Okay?



             6       A    I'll just say I don't know.



             7       Q    Okay.  All right.  What is your



             8   educational background?  Did you graduate from



             9   high school and college or --



            10       A    I graduated from high school.



            11       Q    All right.  When did you graduate high



            12   school?



            13       A    1960.



            14       Q    And where was that, what high school?



            15       A    High School of Charleston.



            16       Q    Okay.  Did you pursue any education



            17   after that?



            18       A    Well, I became a hairdresser.



            19       Q    Okay.  And is that what you did for



            20   work for most of your life, is work as a



            21   hairdresser?



            22       A    Well, when I could.



            23       Q    Okay.  When did you last work as a



            24   hairdresser?



            25       A    When I was -- let's see.  I was
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             1   pregnant with the twins, 1968.  They were born



             2   in 1969.



             3       Q    Okay.



             4       A    And then, of course, I was planning on



             5   working later, but I just felt like I couldn't



             6   leave my children alone.



             7       Q    Okay.  So in -- it's my understanding



             8   that Danny, Jamie, Nick, and Tony, that their



             9   father was James Strobel; is that correct?



            10       A    Yes.



            11       Q    Okay.  And in 1968 when you were



            12   pregnant with the twins and stopped working, at



            13   that point in time, you were married to James



            14   Strobel?



            15       A    Yes.



            16       Q    Okay.  Do you remember when you and



            17   James got married?



            18       A    1960.



            19       Q    In which county were y'all married in?



            20       A    Charleston.



            21       Q    Okay.  How long were you married to



            22   James?



            23       A    I think it was about 17 years.



            24       Q    Okay.  About 1977?



            25       A    (Nonverbal response.)
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             1       Q    Okay.  And I know at some point in time



             2   after 1977 that you got remarried.



             3            Was that to Mr. Ogletree?



             4       A    1980.



             5       Q    Okay.  And was that to Mr. Ogletree?



             6       A    Yes.



             7       Q    Okay.  Other than the marriage to



             8   Mr. Strobel and then remarrying -- or marrying a



             9   second time to Mr. Ogletree, have you ever been



            10   married --



            11       A    No.



            12       Q    -- at any other time in your life?



            13       A    No.



            14       Q    Okay.  And your memory is that you



            15   married Mr. Ogletree in 1980?



            16       A    1980.



            17       Q    Now, I understand he passed away; is



            18   that right?



            19       A    Yes.



            20       Q    Okay.  What did he do for a living,



            21   Mr. Ogletree?



            22       A    He worked at the shipyard.



            23       Q    Okay.  What did he do at the shipyard?



            24       A    He was a -- some kind of technician.  I



            25   can't remember.
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             1       Q    How did y'all meet?



             2       A    Hmm?



             3       Q    How did y'all meet?



             4       A    Well, we went to high school together.



             5       Q    Okay.  So did y'all -- did you know



             6   Mr. Ogletree throughout the time you were



             7   married to James Strobel?



             8       A    Yes.



             9       Q    Did y'all -- did you and Mr. Strobel



            10   socialize with Mr. Ogletree or --



            11       A    No.



            12       Q    -- was he your friend?



            13       A    No.



            14       Q    Okay.  So what happened after 1977 when



            15   you obviously at some point reconnected with



            16   Mr. Ogletree and got married to him?



            17       A    What happened?



            18       Q    Yeah.  Did like y'all, like, meet, you



            19   know, online?  I'm joking, but...



            20       A    Well, I guess we met up dancing or



            21   something.



            22       Q    Okay.



            23       A    We were Shaggers.



            24       Q    Okay.  You know.  I'm from Dillon,



            25   South Carolina, it's near Myrtle Beach.
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             1            Do you know where Myrtle Beach is?



             2       A    Yeah.



             3       Q    And they do a lot of Shagging down



             4   there.



             5       A    Yeah.



             6       Q    North Myrtle Beach.



             7       A    Yeah.



             8       Q    I can Shag a little bit, but not that



             9   much.



            10            Do you remember when you and



            11   Mr. Ogletree would have first started dating or



            12   seeing each other after 1977?



            13       A    I don't know.  I can't remember.



            14       Q    But how long had y'all been seeing each



            15   other before you got married?



            16       A    I guess a couple years before we got



            17   married.



            18       Q    Okay.  So approximately 1978?



            19       A    Something like that.



            20       Q    And Mr. Ogletree's now passed away;



            21   correct?



            22       A    Uh-huh.



            23       Q    Did y'all have any children together?



            24       A    No.



            25       Q    Did Mr. Ogletree have any children from
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             1   a prior marriage?



             2       A    No.



             3       Q    Who else was he close to in his life



             4   other than you?  Did he have relatives, aunts,



             5   uncles, friends?



             6       A    He had a father and a stepmother.



             7   Well, his mother died and then his father



             8   remarried.  I don't know remember what date it



             9   was.



            10       Q    Okay.



            11       A    But his mother was gone before I came



            12   along.



            13       Q    Oh, okay.  She was gone prior to 1978?



            14       A    Um-hmm.



            15       Q    Okay.  So approximately when did



            16   Mr. Ogletree die?



            17       A    That's what I was thinking about this



            18   morning.  I knew that for a long time, now I



            19   forgot.



            20       Q    Well, I've got it somewhere.  You don't



            21   have to worry about that at the moment.



            22            But at the time that he did die, was



            23   his father still living at that time?



            24       A    No.



            25       Q    Okay.
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             1       A    No.



             2       Q    Okay.  So when he died, his mother and



             3   father were deceased?



             4       A    Yes.



             5       Q    He had no children?



             6       A    No.



             7       Q    And he had been married to you since



             8   1980?



             9       A    We were married just short 30 years.



            10       Q    Okay.  Well, congratulations on that.



            11   Belatedly, of course.



            12            Did -- did your children -- you know,



            13   Danny, Jamie, Nick, or Tony, did they have any



            14   relationship with Mr. Ogletree?



            15       A    Well, we had -- we did visitation every



            16   two weeks.



            17       Q    Okay.  Well, I'm -- we'll talk about



            18   that.  But I'm talking about, you know,



            19   throughout their -- your children's adult life



            20   prior to the time Mr. Ogletree died, did your



            21   children have a close relationship with



            22   Mr. Ogletree?



            23       A    Well, yeah.  I mean, well, we -- you



            24   know, when we were married, they had a



            25   relationship with him, you know?

�                                                              20

















             1       Q    Okay.  I mean, were they -- I mean, did



             2   he --



             3       A    Helping -- was helping with college and



             4   all that.



             5       Q    Mr. Ogletree did?



             6       A    Um-hmm.



             7       Q    Okay.  Would you describe any of their



             8   relationships as like a father-son type



             9   relationship with Mr. Ogletree, or was it not



            10   that close?



            11       A    Close.  You know, good relationship.



            12       Q    Okay.



            13       A    Of course they know who their father



            14   was.



            15       Q    Sure.



            16       A    I think.



            17       Q    It's my understanding that when Ollie



            18   Ogletree passed away, that he more or less left



            19   everything to you; is that correct?



            20       A    Yes.



            21       Q    And that you inherited or --



            22       A    My house.



            23       Q    -- received whatever he had because you



            24   were his wife of almost 30 years?



            25       A    Yes.
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             1       Q    Okay.  What -- what did he have when he



             2   passed away?  What did he leave you?



             3       A    Well, we owned the house on Johns



             4   Island.



             5       Q    Um-hmm.



             6       A    And I can't remember how much money we



             7   had in the bank.  I don't remember that.



             8       Q    Was it more or less than a million



             9   dollars?



            10       A    Oh, it was much less.



            11       Q    Okay.  Was it more or less than



            12   500,000?



            13       A    Yes, sir.



            14       Q    More or less?



            15       A    Less.



            16       Q    Okay.  Well, was it more or less than



            17   250,000?



            18       A    Yes.  Less.



            19       Q    Well, about how much was it?



            20       A    I don't know.  I can't remember.



            21       Q    But it was less than $250,000?



            22       A    Oh, Yes.



            23       Q    Was it less than $100,000?



            24       A    Yes.  We didn't have much money.



            25       Q    Okay.  Did he have any, like,
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             1   retirement, 401(K)?  I mean, if he worked out as



             2   a --



             3       A    Retirement.  He paid into a retirement



             4   for me, too, to make it more.



             5       Q    Okay.



             6       A    For me to get more money.



             7       Q    Right.  And how much did you receive



             8   from that, or do you still receive it?



             9       A    Well, I get like -- well, I have a --



            10   like $1,900 a month from he -- what he left and



            11   then what he gave me, and then I have a small



            12   Social Security.



            13       Q    Okay.  I'm just -- I'm just focused on,



            14   right now, what you received when Mr. Ogletree



            15   passed away.  And I heard you say a house,



            16   $1,900 a month from some retirement that he had



            17   paid into.



            18       A    $400 and something for Social Security



            19   of my own.



            20       Q    Okay.  And is that -- is that -- I



            21   mean, what else did he have when he died?



            22   Stocks and bonds or investment properties or --



            23       A    No.



            24       Q    -- interest in companies?



            25       A    No.
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             1       Q    Nothing?



             2            So the only two things you can remember



             3   that he really owned at the time of his death



             4   was a house?



             5       A    Yeah.  And a few dollars.  I don't



             6   remember how much we had in the bank.



             7       Q    I gotcha.  But he also owned this



             8   interest in this retirement account that's now



             9   paying you $1,900 a month; correct?



            10       A    Yeah.



            11       Q    And that's --



            12       A    Well, it wasn't that much at first.



            13   But I think I started off at $1,300.



            14       Q    Okay.  And it's gone up?



            15       A    And then it increased.



            16       Q    Okay.  And then you --



            17       A    I own my house now, too.



            18       Q    Okay.  Because he left it to you, or he



            19   left an interest in it?



            20       A    Well, I sold the house on Johns



            21   Island --



            22       Q    Okay.



            23       A    -- and I bought the one in



            24   Knightsville.



            25       Q    Okay.  Did you use the proceeds from
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             1   the sale of the house on Johns Island to buy the



             2   new house?



             3       A    Yes.



             4       Q    Do you remember how much you sold the



             5   old house for and how much the new house was,



             6   roughly?



             7       A    I think I sold the house for -- let me



             8   see.  Things were going down at the time.  If



             9   they hadn't, I would have gotten a lot more



            10   money.



            11       Q    Every time I try to sell something,



            12   that's what happens, it goes down.  So I'm in



            13   same boat.



            14       A    But it helped when I bought my other



            15   house.



            16       Q    I gotcha.



            17       A    It was 200 -- I want to say 278, but I



            18   think it was more than that.  Maybe 290 or



            19   something like that.



            20       Q    Okay.  And how about the new house that



            21   you bought?



            22       A    The new house was like 177.



            23       Q    Okay.



            24       A    So I had a little money left.



            25       Q    Okay.  Did you have a mortgage on that

�                                                              25

















             1   old house that you sold for 278 to 2890?



             2       A    No.



             3       Q    Okay.



             4       A    We owned it.



             5       Q    And did you have a mortgage on this new



             6   house that you bought?



             7       A    No.  I didn't have a mortgage.  I paid



             8   cash for it.



             9       Q    I gotcha.  Old school.  Old school,



            10   wrote them a check for it.



            11       A    Old school.



            12       Q    I got it.



            13            So I just want to make sure I got this



            14   correct.  You correct me if I'm wrong.



            15            But if I understand your testimony,



            16   that when Ollie Ogletree died --



            17       A    Yes.



            18       Q    -- after y'all had been married for



            19   approximately 30 years, the only thing you



            20   received from his death or as a result of his



            21   death was the old house?  We'll just call it the



            22   old house.  Okay?



            23       A    To me, it wasn't an old house.



            24       Q    Well, what's the address?  We can call



            25   it whatever you'd like.
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             1       A    It was Nomad Lane, but I can't remember



             2   the number.



             3       Q    That's all right.  Nomad Lane.  I like



             4   that.



             5       A    In Mount Pleasant.  Mount Pleasant.



             6       Q    All right.  So --



             7       A    No.  Excuse me.  Johns Island.



             8       Q    I gotcha.



             9       A    No, I'm wrong.



            10       Q    Okay.  So he left you the Nomad Lane



            11   house?



            12       A    No.  That was -- that was one we sold



            13   in Mount Pleasant.  We had a house in Mount



            14   Pleasant.  And I can't remember the name of



            15   the --



            16       Q    Well, I was just going to call it the



            17   old house, but you didn't want to call it that.



            18            What do you want to call it?



            19       A    Well, it's not that old.  I can't



            20   remember when we bought it.  Well, I don't know.



            21   Let's see, we bought it in 2000.



            22       Q    All right.  Let's call it the 2000



            23   house.



            24            So you sold -- or you -- when



            25   Mr. Ogletree died, he left you the 2000 house,
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             1   right?



             2       A    Um-hmm.



             3       Q    Okay.  And the only other thing you



             4   received as a result of his death in any way,



             5   shape, or form is an interest in a retirement



             6   account that currently pays you approximately



             7   $1,900 a month?



             8       A    It didn't then, though.



             9       Q    I gotcha.  But now it does?



            10       A    Now.



            11       Q    And it will be more in the future?



            12       A    Well, now it's like $1,900 and then I



            13   get 400-something from my Social Security.  So I



            14   make roughly $2,400 --



            15       Q    I gotcha.



            16       A    -- a month.



            17       Q    But that Social Security that you get,



            18   that's for what you paid into Social Security --



            19       A    Right, right.



            20       Q    -- it doesn't have anything --



            21       A    Right.



            22       Q    -- to do with him.



            23            Is that your understanding?



            24       A    Right.  A little bit of money, yeah.



            25       Q    Okay.  And you sold the 2000 house that
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             1   he left you and used the proceeds from that to



             2   buy this $177,000 house?



             3       A    Uh-huh.



             4       Q    Okay.



             5       A    Which is worth more than that now.



             6       Q    Uh-huh.  Yeah.  Charleston's going



             7   crazy.  You see those bumper stickers that say



             8   Charleston, we full?



             9       A    I'm sorry?



            10       Q    Those bumper stickers that say,



            11   Charleston, we full.  In other words, there's



            12   enough people here, we don't want anybody else



            13   moving here.



            14            Have you seen those?



            15       A    I -- I wish that was true.  I hope they



            16   don't -- I hope nobody comes.



            17       Q    I'm going to get you one of those



            18   bumper stickers.



            19       A    We have enough people.  But we're not



            20   Number 1 anymore.



            21       Q    I heard.



            22       A    We're Number 3.



            23       Q    I heard that.  I wasn't going mention



            24   it, but...



            25            Okay.  I understand that -- well, tell
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             1   me when and how your relationship with



             2   Mr. Strobel came to an end.



             3       A    Well, you know, Mr. Strobel had an



             4   affair before she came along, too.



             5       Q    Okay.  Men have done that --



             6       A    And then --



             7       Q    -- throughout history.  I understand.



             8   But go ahead.



             9       A    But we got through that and then --



            10   what did you ask me?  When did it happen?



            11       Q    When did your relationship with him



            12   end, and how did it end?



            13       A    Well, I didn't think it ended, really.



            14   He just started up this new relationship with



            15   Ms. Mitchum.



            16       Q    Well, at some point, you thought it



            17   ended because you got remarried to Mr. Ogletree,



            18   right?



            19       A    Well, yeah.  But I was already



            20   divorced.



            21       Q    Um-hmm.



            22       A    I mean --



            23       Q    So it might have --



            24       A    It's hard to stay with somebody that



            25   sees -- that's having an affair and you think it

�                                                              30

















             1   ended and then it started up and then hadn't



             2   ended.  And I can't -- I couldn't picture us --



             3   well...



             4       Q    Staying together?



             5       A    They really wanted to divorce --



             6       Q    I gotcha.



             7       A    -- so to it came to a divorce.



             8       Q    Okay.  Well, and I understand that he



             9   has purported to have an extramarital affair.



            10   You didn't like it.  I wouldn't like it either.



            11       A    No.



            12       Q    I got that part.



            13            And, therefore, y'all decided you were



            14   going to get a divorce; is that right?



            15       A    Yes.



            16       Q    Okay.  And do you know approximately



            17   when that was?



            18       A    Well, let's see.  I think -- I think



            19   the actual divorce -- how it was -- I guess it



            20   was 1977, right?



            21       Q    That's what I thought.  But I want to



            22   see if -- is that what you remember, 1977?  I'll



            23   tell you, that's what I -- that's what I think,



            24   too but...



            25       A    But what?
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             1       Q    Well, I'm just asking.  Is that --



             2       A    That's what -- I think that's what it



             3   was.



             4       Q    Okay.



             5       A    At least, you know...



             6       Q    Were you -- were you -- were you mad



             7   when you found out that he was sleeping around



             8   on you?



             9       A    Well, I was hurt.



            10       Q    Well, you can be hurt and mad.  My



            11   question was --



            12       A    Well, I was mad too, yeah.



            13       Q    -- were you mad?



            14       A    I mean, I didn't -- well, with the



            15   first one, I -- with the first affair he had, I



            16   cried all the time.  I lost about 10 pounds.  I



            17   kept bumping into walls.  I mean, it was --



            18       Q    Bad.



            19       A    -- very hurtful.



            20       Q    Sure.



            21       A    Very hurtful.



            22       Q    I'm sorry you had to go through that.



            23       A    And so...



            24       Q    And then I guess when it happened a



            25   second time, then that made it ten times worse?
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             1       A    I didn't -- I wasn't -- I didn't get



             2   that sick.  I didn't get -- it was very hurtful.



             3   Well, we -- I met him when I was 13.



             4       Q    Um-hmm.  Let me ask you this.



             5            When either this first affair happened



             6   or the second affair that led to the divorce,



             7   did you ever have to seek any type of medical



             8   treatment or mental health counseling or any



             9   type of counseling type services because of the



            10   pain and hurt that it caused you?



            11       A    Probably did.



            12       Q    Okay.  Did you ever have any, like,



            13   substance abuse problems or anything of that



            14   nature?



            15       A    No.



            16       Q    Okay.



            17       A    Never.



            18       Q    But you do recall that you did seek



            19   some counseling services from somebody?



            20       A    It wasn't the first time I had



            21   counseling.



            22       Q    Okay.  Did you have some underlying



            23   issues where you had sought counseling before



            24   these things came up?



            25       A    Yeah.
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             1       Q    Okay.



             2       A    In Clemson when we first got married.



             3       Q    Okay.



             4       A    I was really crazy.



             5       Q    Okay.



             6       A    I mean --



             7       Q    You said you were crazy?



             8       A    I mean, I wasn't crazy, but I was --



             9   there were things he did that -- he wasn't



            10   studying, he flunked out of Clemson --



            11       Q    Um-hmm.



            12       A    -- he flunked out of the Citadel.  And



            13   the thing that is surprising to me is he -- the



            14   shipyard sent him to the Baptist College.



            15       Q    Um-hmm.



            16       A    It was a Baptist College then, and he



            17   graduated summa cum laude, that's how smart he



            18   was.  But he didn't -- I don't know why he just



            19   didn't want to study.  Just played, flew



            20   airplanes, and jumped out of airplanes and stuff



            21   like that.  It was very -- very difficult.



            22       Q    He sounds a lot like me, unfortunately.



            23       A    Really?



            24       Q    When I went to Clemson, I majored in



            25   fraternity and minored in sorority.  I wasn't
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             1   interested in books at that point in time.



             2            But, in any event, so you mentioned



             3   something about these things in Clemson and what



             4   was going on and that you had -- I think you



             5   said -- correct me if I'm wrong -- that that's



             6   one of the things --



             7       A    Show me --



             8       Q    Wait.  Let me finish.



             9            -- that's one of the things that led to



            10   you go get some counseling before the these two



            11   affairs came up; is that right?



            12       A    Yeah, I did, I went to --



            13       Q    Okay.



            14       A    -- counseling.  I went to the doctor



            15   and he couldn't help me so he sent me to a



            16   psychiatrist in Greenville and --



            17       Q    Were you ever diagnosed with any type



            18   of definitive condition?



            19       A    I was just depressed, you know --



            20       Q    Okay.



            21       A    -- anxiety.



            22       Q    Anything other than depression?



            23       A    No.



            24       Q    Okay.



            25       A    I mean, it was -- I got over it him.
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             1       Q    I got you.  At least it sounds like,



             2   though, that through -- at least before these



             3   affairs happened, that you had whatever going on



             4   in your life that had led to you go see a doctor



             5   who had then referred you to a psychiatrist



             6   before that stuff ever came up; is that right?



             7       A    Before what stuff?



             8       Q    The affairs.



             9       A    Oh, yeah.  I don't know what he was



            10   doing in Clemson.  He was very jealous, very



            11   jealous.



            12       Q    You --



            13       A    What are you looking at?  What are you



            14   looking at?  How -- what you talking about?  He



            15   always thought I was looking at somebody.  You



            16   know, what are you talking about?  He finally



            17   got over that.



            18       Q    He didn't want anybody else --



            19       A    He always thought I was going to leave



            20   him, I was going to leave him when we were at



            21   Clemson.



            22       Q    Okay.



            23       A    I said, if you do this to me again, I'm



            24   leaving.  He said no, no, no.  No, no, no.  So



            25   after that it get better, you know?
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             1       Q    And did y'all move back to the



             2   Lowcountry?



             3       A    Yeah.



             4       Q    And you don't remember approximately



             5   when that was when you moved back to the



             6   Lowcountry?



             7       A    Let's see.  I guess it was 1963 when --



             8   it was 1964, I guess.



             9       Q    When were the children born with



            10   respect to this move from Clemson back to the



            11   Lowcountry?



            12       A    Well, Danny was born -- well, I was



            13   pregnant when we left Clemson.



            14       Q    Uh-huh.



            15       A    And Danny was born in 1963.



            16       Q    Okay.  And then when were the other



            17   children born?



            18       A    Jamie was born in 1965.



            19       Q    And then --



            20       A    The twins were born in 1969.  So I had



            21   four kids in five years.  That's not very easy.



            22   I don't know how that happened.



            23       Q    I'll tell you one thing, I'd been at a



            24   doctor, too, a nervous doctor.



            25       A    It was rough.
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             1       Q    I bet it was.



             2            And so I guess by the time you and



             3   Mr. Strobel decided y'all were going to call it



             4   quits, these children would have been, you know,



             5   7 to 10, 12 years old --



             6       A    Um-hmm.



             7       Q    -- range; is that right?



             8            Is that --



             9       A    Yes.  Right.  His -- their



            10   grandparents, they were their eyeballs.  They



            11   loved my children, extremely loved my children.



            12       Q    That was at James's parents or your



            13   parents?



            14       A    His parents, Jimmy's.



            15       Q    Okay.



            16       A    Well, they were gone before the affair



            17   came along because if that affair had happened



            18   when they were still living --



            19       Q    I already know the answer.



            20       A    I can tell you what that would be.



            21       Q    That Poppa Strobel would have come down



            22   hard on somebody.



            23       A    I mean, it would have been pretty bad.



            24       Q    In the plow dirt, he would have took



            25   him, I bet.
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             1       A    Hmm?



             2       Q    That's just an old expression.  Plow



             3   dirt is when you take somebody out in the yard



             4   and rough them up.  I think that's what



             5   Mr. Strobel's father would have done if he had



             6   known about the affair.



             7            Anyway, I'm sorry we're having to go



             8   through all this.  But it's a -- you know, we



             9   got this lawsuit so we've got to do it.



            10            So tell me what you remember about



            11   how -- and you've already said you thought it



            12   was 1977 -- but how and when you and Mr. Strobel



            13   ended your relationship with each other.



            14       A    Well, we were separated first.



            15       Q    Okay.



            16       A    And the divorce was 1977.  We separated



            17   in, I think it was 1974, maybe.



            18       Q    Okay.  Well, what was it that happened



            19   in 1977, three years later after you had



            20   separated, that, you know, caused you to want to



            21   get a divorce?



            22            MR. DAVID:  Object to the form.



            23  BY MR. TWOMBLEY:



            24       Q    I told you about that.  You -- you can



            25   go ahead and answer it.  He's got -- we got his
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             1   objection down.



             2       A    Well, everything was over, really, you



             3   know?



             4       Q    Okay.  Now where were you living after



             5   y'all were separated?



             6       A    Givhans.



             7       Q    Okay.  And where was he living?



             8       A    With his -- with his girlfriend.



             9       Q    Okay.  And that's Paula?



            10       A    Uh-huh.



            11       Q    I'm not even going to ask you what you



            12   think of her.



            13       A    Not going to ask me what?



            14       Q    What you think of her.  I'm sure you



            15   don't have a very favorable opinion.  That's



            16   okay.



            17            So you lived at the Givhans property



            18   and he lived with Paula.



            19            Do you know where he lived with Paula?



            20       A    I'm not sure about that.  I don't



            21   know --



            22       Q    I mean, what --



            23       A    -- in Summerville, I think.



            24       Q    Somewhere in Summerville?



            25       A    I think.
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             1       Q    And when y'all separated in



             2   approximately 1974, where were the children



             3   staying?



             4       A    They were with me.



             5       Q    Always?



             6       A    Um-hmm.  It was rough.  It was hard.



             7       Q    At some point, you retained a lawyer to



             8   help you with the divorce; correct?



             9       A    When we got the divorce, we met with



            10   Jimmy Messervy together and Them, T-H-E-M, I



            11   can't remember his first name.



            12       Q    So y'all had the same lawyer for the



            13   divorce?



            14       A    We had same the lawyers.  I mean, then



            15   he went off and got a new lawyer.



            16       Q    Okay.  Do you know --



            17       A    I don't even know if I had a lawyer.  I



            18   don't remember anybody helping me with anything.



            19       Q    So do you -- do you -- let me ask you



            20   this.



            21            Are you testifying today under oath



            22   that you did not have a lawyer for the divorce



            23   in 1977?



            24       A    Well, I think I went and got a lawyer



            25   later when he wouldn't pay -- he wouldn't me
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             1   my -- what do you call it?  He wouldn't pay me



             2   the --



             3       Q    Alimony or child support?



             4       A    Yeah.  He wouldn't pay me that monthly



             5   so I went to a lawyer and then --



             6       Q    But I'm talking about prior to that,



             7   prior.  You said that you and Mr. Strobel --



             8       A    I didn't hire a lawyer.



             9       Q    But y'all both went to Mr. Messervy?



            10       A    Um-hmm.



            11       Q    And did he tell y'all how to get a



            12   divorce?



            13       A    I can't remember what happened.



            14       Q    Well, that's why you went to him, was



            15   it not?



            16       A    Yeah.  I -- you know, I was very naive



            17   then.  You know, I -- I mean, I should have



            18   hired my own lawyer.  I didn't know -- I didn't



            19   know what to do.  I was stupid, I guess.



            20       Q    Okay.  So did you -- I'm just trying to



            21   find out what your memory is, what you're going



            22   to say if we go to court.



            23            In 1977 when y'all got a divorce, you



            24   know, did you consider Mr. Messervy your



            25   attorney?
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             1       A    I guess.  I don't know.  When he went



             2   and a got new one, I think Mr. Thems was more --



             3   helping me more than Messervy was.  You know, I



             4   just didn't know anything about lawyers and



             5   stuff like that back then.



             6       Q    I gotcha.



             7       A    And -- but now I know I should have



             8   gotten my own lawyer.  I mean, that's what I



             9   would do now.



            10       Q    Yeah.  Well, sometimes getting a lawyer



            11   can be a good thing.  Sometimes it can be a bad



            12   thing.



            13       A    I know that.



            14       Q    But in any event, I'm just trying to



            15   find whether it was a good lawyer or a bad



            16   lawyer or the same lawyer or a different lawyer.



            17            Did you have a lawyer that you were



            18   asking questions to and about the divorce



            19   process in 1977?



            20       A    I don't remember anything.



            21       Q    Okay.  Well, you do remember at some



            22   point in time, you had spoken with Mr. Messervy,



            23   and at another point in time, you had his



            24   partner, Mr. Thems that maybe was helping you --



            25       A    Um-hmm.
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             1       Q    -- more than Messervy had --



             2       A    I think, yeah.



             3       Q    Did you ever have any other lawyers,



             4   any different lawyers than those two?



             5       A    I had a different lawyer when I went to



             6   see about getting my money.



             7       Q    Okay.  And who was that lawyer?



             8       A    Gordon Garrett.



             9       Q    Okay.  So it's my understanding that



            10   you and Mr. Strobel signed an agreement to



            11   separate your property, and then thereafter, he



            12   obtained -- y'all obtained a divorce; is that



            13   correct?



            14            MR. DAVID:  Object to the form.



            15            THE WITNESS:  We didn't separate



            16      the property.  We didn't do anything



            17      with the property at that time.



            18  BY MR. TWOMBLEY:



            19       Q    You didn't?



            20       A    No.



            21       Q    Okay.  Are you sure about that because



            22   I've got an agreement, I can show it to you.



            23   But the --



            24       A    No.  I mean, when we divorced -- well,



            25   I don't really know what he did.  I know that I

�                                                              44

















             1   had asked -- all I asked for was the alimony.



             2       Q    Well, let me try to ask the question a



             3   different way because I think you may be getting



             4   hung on up on the way I asked it, and probably I



             5   didn't do a good job at it.



             6            Do you remember that at least at some



             7   point in time related to this divorce that y'all



             8   wanted --



             9            MR. DAVID:  Object to the form.



            10  BY MR. TWOMBLEY:



            11       Q    Did you want to get a divorce from



            12   Mr. Strobel?



            13       A    Well, I probably wouldn't have if he



            14   hadn't done that, you know, I mean --



            15       Q    But, I mean, in --



            16       A    When somebody is, after two years,



            17   starts crying, I mean, what do you do?



            18       Q    Yeah.  I gotcha.



            19       A    I said, what's wrong with you?  Then I



            20   thought, Oh.  I realized what's -- I realized



            21   what was going on.  I mean, if he's that



            22   unhappy, what do you do?



            23       Q    Well, I would have gotten a divorce



            24   too.  I guess if my wife did that, I'd probably



            25   divorce her.  So I'm not criticizing you, I'm
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             1   just --



             2       A    No.



             3       Q    I'm just asking a simple question, that



             4   in light of everything that he had done, did



             5   you, in fact, want to divorce him?



             6       A    Well, I thought it was the thing to do.



             7       Q    Okay.  I gotcha.



             8       A    I mean, if he was that unhappy with me,



             9   but...



            10       Q    Sure.  I understand.



            11       A    I think if -- well, I don't know if I



            12   should say that.



            13       Q    Well, you know I'm going to ask you.



            14            What -- what were you not going to say?



            15   You're under oath so you --



            16       A    If I had it to do over again.



            17       Q    Okay.  Well, you know, look --



            18       A    If I had it to do over again, things



            19   would have been different.



            20       Q    I think every one of us can look at our



            21   life and say that.  So don't beat yourself up



            22   too hard about that.



            23            But just so we're clear -- and, again,



            24   I'm not criticizing you.  But you did, in fact,



            25   based on his behavior, the fact that he wouldn't
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             1   do what you felt he needed to do, that you did,



             2   in fact, want to divorce him, and --



             3       A    Well --



             4       Q    -- correct?



             5       A    -- it was --



             6       Q    Mutual?



             7       A    -- mutual.



             8       Q    Y'all both wanted a divorce; correct?



             9            Correct?



            10       A    We what?



            11       Q    You both wanted a divorce?  He wanted



            12   to divorce you and you wanted to divorce him?



            13       A    It had come to that.



            14       Q    I'm sorry, say that again.



            15       A    It had come to that.



            16       Q    Okay.  I gotcha.  I wanted to make sure



            17   we got that straight.



            18            And why you can't remember specifically



            19   related to the divorce, you would have either



            20   had the same lawyer that he had, Mr. Messervy,



            21   or you would have talked Mr. Thems, and then at



            22   some point after the divorce, you also worked



            23   with Attorney Gordon Garrett; is that correct?



            24       A    I think just a couple of times.  It was



            25   just -- one was a -- well, he was a friend of a
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             1   friend of mine and that's why I went to him.



             2       Q    Okay.



             3       A    And...



             4       Q    So what did Mr. Messervy and Mr. Thems



             5   tell you and Mr. Strobel about getting a



             6   divorce?



             7       A    I don't remember.



             8       Q    You don't remember?



             9       A    (Nonverbal response.)



            10       Q    Okay.



            11       A    I just don't know.  I mean, he went and



            12   got another lawyer.  I'm not sure.  I can't even



            13   remember why he did that.  I guess he figured



            14   that he would get another lawyer, it would be



            15   more in his favor or something, I guess, you



            16   know, whatever.  I don't know.



            17       Q    Is it your memory that when you went



            18   and got a new lawyer, Mr. Garrett, that that was



            19   about the same time that James -- that Jimmy got



            20   a new lawyer because y'all --



            21       A    No, that was -- this was after the



            22   divorce --



            23       Q    Right.



            24       A    -- because I wasn't getting my money.



            25       Q    Right.  And you went and got a new
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             1   lawyer for that; correct?



             2       A    That's all.



             3       Q    And Jimmy went and got a new lawyer for



             4   that as well, right?



             5       A    I don't know.



             6       Q    Okay.



             7       A    I don't remember anything about that.



             8   I just know I got my money.  I mean, I had to --



             9   I mean, it was not very much money for five



            10   people, I can tell you that.



            11       Q    There was a guy that started showing up



            12   in some of the paperwork.



            13            Is it Grover Seaton or something like



            14   that?  Yeah, Grover Seaton at Paul and Seaton



            15   Law Firm.



            16       A    I don't know anything about that,



            17   Grover Seaton.  For what?



            18       Q    But that could have been the new lawyer



            19   that James went and got after y'all --



            20       A    Well, that may be -- maybe so, yeah.



            21       Q    Okay.



            22       A    I don't remember his name.



            23       Q    And that's when you went and got Gordon



            24   Garrett?



            25       A    No.  Gordon Garrett was after the
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             1   divorce.



             2       Q    Well, I guess -- I guess maybe I'm --



             3   that's what I was talking about, is after the



             4   divorce --



             5       A    After the --



             6       Q    -- when you and James --



             7       A    He wasn't -- he wasn't giving me my



             8   money at that time.



             9       Q    I gotcha.



            10       A    And I went there to get help --



            11       Q    To get your money?



            12       A    Right.



            13       Q    And you went to Mr. Gordon Garrett?



            14       A    Um-hmm.



            15       Q    And he went to this other lawyer --



            16       A    No.



            17       Q    -- Grover Seaton.



            18       A    No.  That was, I think, when -- that



            19   was when we were getting the divorce.  We went



            20   and got -- I guess that's his name.  I don't



            21   remember his name.  That's when -- we were



            22   getting a divorce, I think that's when he



            23   decided to go ahead and get another lawyer.  I



            24   don't -- it's just so much and it's been so long



            25   ago.
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             1       Q    You just can't say one way or another?



             2       A    But it wasn't -- he didn't get a lawyer



             3   when I asked him for the money, why would --



             4       Q    I mean, how -- how long --



             5       A    I mean, why would he do that?



             6       Q    -- ago was that?



             7       A    Huh?



             8       Q    I guess --



             9            MR. GHOM:  Ashley, just let her



            10      finish her answers.  You guys are



            11      over -- talking over each other.



            12            MR. TWOMBLEY:  That's a good



            13      point.



            14            THE WITNESS:  What?



            15  BY MR. TWOMBLEY:



            16       Q    Yeah.  I'll tell you, we are talking at



            17   the same time and I'm doing a bad job of



            18   interrupting you and sometimes you're



            19   interrupting me.  So I'm going to do my best --



            20       A    Sorry.



            21       Q    -- to let you finish the answer before



            22   I ask another question.  You do your best to let



            23   me finish my --



            24       A    Okay.



            25       Q    -- question.

�                                                              51

















             1       A    Right.  Okay.



             2       Q    All right.  These events that we're



             3   talking about happened in 1977.  I guess that's



             4   about 47 years ago, is that right, or 48 years



             5   ago?



             6       A    Something like that.



             7       Q    Do you have a clear memory about all



             8   this?  It was a long time ago.



             9       A    Not all of it.



            10       Q    I'm sorry?



            11       A    Not all of it.



            12       Q    Not all of it?



            13            Do you know if Mr. Strobel were alive,



            14   do you know if he would have a better memory



            15   than you, if he were alive today, about what



            16   happened back then?



            17       A    Excuse me.  I don't know.



            18       Q    Okay.



            19       A    I don't know.  I know he was sick, you



            20   know, getting -- I think his mind was fine.



            21       Q    Okay.  Let me ask you this.



            22            Is Gordon Garrett still alive?



            23       A    That's what we were trying to figure



            24   out.  We were trying to figure that out on the



            25   way here.
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             1            THE WITNESS:  Did we find out?  I



             2      don't know.



             3  BY MR. TWOMBLEY:



             4       Q    Will you --



             5       A    I don't know.  I don't know.  Because I



             6   think that Michael told me --



             7       Q    Don't --



             8            THE WITNESS:  Did Michael say --



             9  BY MR. TWOMBLEY:



            10       Q    Don't --



            11            THE WITNESS:  -- that he passed



            12      away?



            13  BY MR. TWOMBLEY:



            14       Q    Don't tell me what your lawyer told



            15   you.



            16       A    Well, Michael said he's passed away.



            17       Q    Okay.  What about this other guy,



            18   Grover Seaton, do you know if he's still alive?



            19       A    I have no idea who he is.  I mean, no.



            20   I don't even know him at all.



            21       Q    I mean, do you know if any of these law



            22   firms are even still in existence, the Paul and



            23   Seaton Law Firm?



            24       A    I don't know.



            25       Q    No?
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             1       A    I don't know.  I have no idea.  I never



             2   knew who he was.  I never knew that name.  I



             3   just know that he went and got another lawyer.



             4       Q    Okay.



             5       A    I don't know what his name was.



             6       Q    Well, what about Mr. Messervy, is he



             7   still alive?



             8       A    I don't know.



             9       Q    What about his law partner, Mr. Thems?



            10       A    I don't think so.



            11       Q    It sounds like everybody involved in



            12   this thing is dead except you.



            13            Do you know of anyone that's alive



            14   today that we could go ask and who would have a



            15   clear memory of exactly what happened and when



            16   it happened back in 1977?



            17       A    No, I don't know.



            18            Whoops, forgot to turn it off.



            19            THE VIDEOGRAPHER:  Off the video.



            20            MR. TWOMBLEY:  No, let's stay on.



            21            THE VIDEOGRAPHER:  We're on.



            22            THE WITNESS:  Off.



            23  BY MR. TWOMBLEY:



            24       Q    So you do not know of anyone?



            25       A    No, I don't.
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             1       Q    Okay.  And, of course, we can't ask



             2   Mr. Strobel because he's now dead and buried;



             3   correct?



             4       A    Be four years in January.  It was a



             5   long time ago.  It's been a long time.



             6       Q    Well, let me ask you this, and I know



             7   you're not a lawyer, but I know you're pretty



             8   smart, too.



             9            But if we had a question, a dispute



            10   about what happened or when it happened, other



            11   than asking you -- I mean, who else could we



            12   possibly talk to to try to get that --



            13       A    Everybody's gone.



            14       Q    Everybody's gone?  Okay.



            15       A    I mean, because -- everybody was old



            16   but us, I guess.



            17            MR. TWOMBLEY:  Okay.  All right.



            18      Here's what we're going to do.  I'm



            19      going to take about a five-minute



            20      break, let you stand up and exercise



            21      your legs.  I'm going to do the same



            22      thing.



            23            Remember, please don't talk to



            24      anybody about your testimony.  And



            25      we'll come back in about ten minutes
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             1      and move on to the -- the next chapter



             2      of this.  Okay?



             3            THE WITNESS:  All right.



             4            MR. TWOMBLEY:  Thank you.



             5            THE VIDEOGRAPHER:  It's 11:09.



             6      We're going off the video.



             7               (Whereupon, a break



             8               was taken from 11:09 A.M.



             9               until 11:22 A.M.)



            10            THE VIDEOGRAPHER:  It's now 11:22.



            11      We're going back on the video.



            12  BY MR. TWOMBLEY:



            13       Q    All right.  Just to kind of summarize



            14   what we've covered.



            15            You were married to Mr. Strobel roughly



            16   in 1960, right?



            17       A    Um-hmm.



            18       Q    And y'all got divorced in 1977?



            19       A    Right.



            20       Q    And 1980, you married Ollie Ogletree?



            21       A    Yes.



            22       Q    And I guess Jimmy remarried to Paula



            23   Strobel, right?



            24       A    I don't know when they got married.



            25       Q    Okay.  But at some point, they got

�                                                              56

















             1   married?



             2       A    Yes, at some point, of course.



             3       Q    And then Mr. Ogletree died and you



             4   received his estate, right?



             5            MR. GHOM:  Object to the form.



             6            THE WITNESS:  Right.



             7  BY MR. TWOMBLEY:



             8       Q    And on account that you were his wife;



             9   correct?



            10       A    That's right.



            11       Q    Yeah.  Okay.



            12            MR. DAVID:  Object to the form.



            13            MR. TWOMBLEY:  And --



            14            MR. DAVID:  Can I just put a



            15      general objection on the --



            16            MR. TWOMBLEY:  Well, if it's a



            17      speaking objection, you could -- I do



            18      not wish for you to put it on.



            19            MR. DAVID:  Okay.



            20            MR. TWOMBLEY:  You can reserve it,



            21      whatever it is, we'll deal with it, if



            22      that's okay?



            23            MR. DAVID:  That's fine.



            24            MR. TWOMBLEY:  Okay.  And we also



            25      talk about it at a break maybe when
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             1      she's not in here, if you want to put



             2      on it on the record, I'm fine with



             3      that, too.



             4            MR. DAVID:  Okay.



             5            MR. TWOMBLEY:  But I don't want



             6      her to listen to us argue about it or



             7      anything, not that I would argue,



             8      but...



             9            THE WITNESS:  Have another break?



            10  BY MR. TWOMBLEY:



            11       Q    And we talked about this divorce and,



            12   you know, what I understood you to say is that



            13   at least at one point in time, you and Jimmy



            14   went to the same lawyer about it, Mr. Messervy,



            15   right?



            16       A    Yes.



            17       Q    And then at one point in time, either



            18   you or you and Jimmy were talking to to his



            19   partner, Mr. Thems?



            20       A    Yes.  He was in the same...



            21       Q    Office, law firm?



            22       A    Yes.



            23       Q    Right.  But that about --



            24       A    And he was there.



            25       Q    That was about the divorce, right?
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             1       A    Yeah.



             2       Q    That's it.  And then at some point in



             3   time after that, you got a separate lawyer and



             4   Jimmy got a separate lawyer, Gordon Garrett and



             5   this other guy --



             6       A    Well --



             7       Q    -- Grover Seaton?



             8       A    -- Gordon Garret came after the



             9   divorce.  I didn't get him for the divorce.



            10       Q    Well, I just --



            11       A    We weren't married then.



            12       Q    Right.  But at some time after the



            13   divorce, you and Mr. Jimmy Strobel, you got your



            14   own lawyer sometime after the divorce and he got



            15   his own lawyer sometime after the divorce;



            16   correct?



            17            MR. GHOM:  Object to the form.



            18            THE WITNESS:  I don't really count



            19      seeing Gordon Garrett, just that one



            20      time, as having gotten another lawyer,



            21      you know.  I mean -- I mean, because we



            22      were already divorced.  I didn't



            23      have -- given -- I didn't get another



            24      lawyer during -- you know, when we were



            25      getting a divorce.
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             1  BY MR. TWOMBLEY:



             2       Q    I gotcha.  But after the divorce was



             3   over, you did go hire Mr. Garrett, I thought you



             4   said, to help you get the money you felt like



             5   you were owed?



             6       A    I think I just saw him once or twice.



             7       Q    Okay.  I thought you said that he did a



             8   good job and got you the money?



             9       A    Yeah, he got me the money.



            10       Q    Okay.  Well, that's what you wanted him



            11   to do, wasn't it?



            12       A    Of course.



            13       Q    That sounds like a good job to me,



            14   but...



            15       A    Well, yeah.



            16       Q    Okay.



            17       A    But I mean...



            18       Q    And I understand -- you correct me if



            19   I'm wrong -- but as far as when you and Jimmy



            20   went to meet with Mr. Messervy or Mr. Thems



            21   about the divorce, you do not have any clear



            22   memory about exactly what was said or how that



            23   happened --



            24       A    No.



            25       Q    -- or what he told you?
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             1       A    I don't.  I don't.



             2       Q    Are you confident you do not have any



             3   memory of exactly what happened with



             4   Mr. Messervy and Mr. Thems?



             5       A    I can't remember what -- what we said



             6   or anything like that.  I can't remember.



             7       Q    Okay.  Well, tell me anything you can



             8   remember about the discussions with Mr. Messervy



             9   or Mr. Thems back in 1977.



            10       A    Can -- tell you what I remember?



            11       Q    Right.  Well, you told me you -- I



            12   think you told me you don't remember too much --



            13            (Crosstalk.)



            14  BY MR. TWOMBLEY:



            15       Q    -- at all -- all that?



            16       A    I don't.  I don't.



            17       Q    So I want to find out, what do you



            18   remember?



            19       A    I can remember sitting in the office



            20   and I think I can remember, I guess it was



            21   Mr. Thems said, now, something -- something



            22   about some -- I guess Messervy said -- he said,



            23   now, you're not going take advantage of me or



            24   something like that.  Not going to take



            25   advantage of her or something, something like
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             1   that.  That's all I remember.



             2       Q    Okay.  Do you remember anything else?



             3       A    No.



             4       Q    Do you have any -- any paperwork from



             5   either of those lawyers about what may have



             6   happened or what else they may or may not have



             7   told you?



             8       A    No.



             9       Q    Okay.  Have we -- are you sure now



            10   you've told me everything that you remember



            11   about what happened with Mr. Messervy and



            12   Mr. Thems with respect to this divorce?



            13       A    Yeah.  I mean, I just don't remember



            14   anything about it.  I don't.  Except that Jimmy



            15   went and got a another lawyer, and then after



            16   that, I'm not sure what took place.



            17       Q    Okay.  But when -- am I correct that



            18   when Jimmy went and got another lawyer, you



            19   don't remember exactly when that was or why he



            20   went and got another lawyer?



            21       A    I do remember this, he tried to reduce



            22   my -- I guess it was then -- reduce my alimony.



            23   And I think that's what Them said, wait a minute



            24   now, you know.  I wasn't getting that much



            25   anyway.  I think it was $600 a month for five of
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             1   us.  And it was a good thing the house was paid



             2   for, otherwise, I don't know how we would have



             3   made it.



             4       Q    I gotcha.  So you -- the amount that



             5   you remember was going to be reduced was --



             6       A    I think he was trying to reduce it



             7   another $100.



             8       Q    Okay.  So you were receiving whatever,



             9   $600 a month pursuant to, you know, alimony?



            10       A    Imagine living on that now.



            11       Q    But then after that time, after he had



            12   been paying you $600 for a while, he then tried



            13   to lower it to 500?



            14       A    He -- I think he tried to -- let's see.



            15   It seemed like when we were getting the divorce,



            16   he wanted to lower the -- the alimony to 500,



            17   and that was, like, a no-no.



            18       Q    You said it seems like that.



            19            Is it is fair to say you don't have a



            20   clear memory of exactly when --



            21       A    I remember --



            22       Q    -- that was?



            23       A    -- him trying to reduce it.



            24       Q    But as far as when that occurred, when



            25   he was trying reduce it?
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             1       A    Well, during the divorce or whatever we



             2   were doing.



             3       Q    Okay.



             4       A    I mean, I think his lawyer had to take



             5   him in and give him -- tell him a few words.



             6   No, you're not going to do that.



             7       Q    Do you know what his lawyer told him?



             8       A    I said -- well, as far as I know, he



             9   didn't let him do that.



            10       Q    But my question is:  Do you know?  Were



            11   you present for the conversation between Jimmy



            12   and his lawyer?



            13       A    Can you repeat that?



            14       Q    Were you present in the room when Jimmy



            15   was talking to his lawyer about that?



            16       A    No.



            17       Q    So is it fair to say, truthfully, you



            18   really don't know what Jimmy said to his lawyer



            19   or what his lawyer said to Jimmy?



            20       A    I just know he tried to reduce the



            21   alimony.  That's all I know.  I don't know what



            22   he -- I don't know what they said.



            23       Q    Okay.  Is there anything else that you



            24   can remember that you said or Jimmy said or that



            25   anybody said, whether it's the lawyers or
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             1   otherwise, about this divorce other than what



             2   you've already told us about?



             3       A    No.  I don't remember anything else.



             4       Q    Okay.



             5       A    I've told you everything I can



             6   remember.



             7       Q    Okay.  I will represent to you that at



             8   some point in time related to this divorce that



             9   y'all were going to get, that you and Jimmy



            10   signed an agreement that dealt with alimony and



            11   the kids and other various things that are dealt



            12   with when people get a divorce.



            13            Do you remember that?



            14       A    Can you repeat that, please?



            15       Q    Well, let me try to do better that



            16   than.  I'm going to show you this document right



            17   here, this document, Number 1.



            18            MR. TWOMBLEY:  Can I see your copy



            19      of that?  Okay.  Yeah.  All right.



            20               (Whereupon, Exhibit



            21               Number 1 was marked for



            22               identification.)



            23  BY MR. TWOMBLEY:



            24       Q    Okay.  Yeah.  All right.  Now -- let me



            25   see it one more time.  Yeah.  It's dated May
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             1   4th -- I'm sorry -- March the 4th of 1977.



             2            Do you see that?



             3       A    Yes.



             4       Q    Okay.



             5       A    I've got put on my glasses, I can't see



             6   with these.



             7            MR. GHOM:  This is Exhibit 1,



             8      Ashley?



             9            MR. TWOMBLEY:  Yeah, I think so.



            10            MR. GHOM:  Just so I understand,



            11      is it just the separation agreement or



            12      is the addendum to it or the --



            13            MR. TWOMBLEY:  It's just



            14      separation agreement, I think.  I'm not



            15      sure.



            16            MR. DAVID:  It's an addendum to



            17      separation agreement attached?



            18            MR. GHOM:  To the exhibit he just



            19      handed you?



            20            MR. DAVID:  Yes.



            21            MR. GHOM:  Okay.



            22  BY MR. TWOMBLEY:



            23       Q    Do you remember anything about this



            24   agreement --



            25       A    I don't --
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             1       Q    -- Ms. Ogletree?



             2       A    It's written in old legal language.



             3       Q    Tell me about it.  Ma'am, with all due



             4   respect, to these more senior lawyers, this is



             5   old lawyer language.



             6       A    Well, yeah.



             7       Q    So my -- my first question to you is --



             8   and we'll -- we'll go through some of the



             9   provisions in it.  You'll take as much time as



            10   you need to to read it.



            11            But do you remember that -- that you



            12   and Jimmy had signed an agreement about the



            13   separation and divorce?



            14       A    I don't remember, but I imagine we did.



            15            MR. GHOM:  Object to the form.



            16            THE WITNESS:  In order to get one,



            17      I guess you'd have to sign for it.



            18  BY MR. TWOMBLEY:



            19       Q    Well, that's what I think.



            20            (Crosstalk.)



            21  BY MR. TWOMBLEY:



            22       Q    As far as I know --



            23       A    I see my signature here.



            24       Q    Okay.  And, I mean, and it says on



            25   page 1 -- and let me just show you for a minute.
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             1   And we'll mark this as Exhibit 1.  But it



             2   says -- well, just start right here and tell me



             3   where it says whereas, can you just read that



             4   out loud so --



             5       A    "Whereas certain irreconcilable



             6   differences have arisen between the parties



             7   causing their separation, one from the other and



             8   making the continuance of the marriage



             9   relationship between them impossible."



            10       Q    Okay.  Is that a true and accurate



            11   statement of the way things stood on March the



            12   4th of 1977 with respect to you and Jimmy?



            13            MR. DAVID:  Object to the form.



            14  BY MR. TWOMBLEY:



            15       Q    You can answer.



            16       A    If that's what it says, I guess that's



            17   right.



            18       Q    Well, that's what I think it says.



            19            My question is:  Is that what you think



            20   it says?



            21       A    Well, that's what it says.



            22       Q    Okay.  And if the continuation of the



            23   marriage relationship between them was



            24   impossible, you -- is it fair to say that when



            25   y'all did this agreement, you knew the marriage
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             1   relationship was going to come to an end?



             2       A    Right.



             3       Q    I mean, that's, like you said --



             4       A    Of course.



             5       Q    -- part of the fact that y'all were



             6   going to get a divorce --



             7       A    Right.



             8       Q    -- signing this agreement, right?



             9       A    Yes.



            10       Q    And you didn't have any question about



            11   that, did you?



            12       A    No.



            13       Q    Okay.  Is it -- is it fair to say --



            14   and I think you've already said it, but let me



            15   just ask it slightly differently.



            16            But this agreement was a critical part



            17   of the divorce because it established who was



            18   going to get what and who was supposed to do



            19   what later?



            20            MR. GHOM:  Object to the form.



            21            THE WITNESS:  No.



            22  BY MR. TWOMBLEY:



            23       Q    Oh, okay.  It doesn't?



            24       A    I don't think it -- I don't think it



            25   says anything about who's going to get what and
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             1   what we would do later, does it?



             2       Q    Well, let's take a minute and look



             3   through it because I'm going to have some



             4   questions for you.  I hate to make you do



             5   homework during a deposition but we've got to



             6   talk about this agreement so take a minute to



             7   read it.  And I want you to take as much time as



             8   you need.  But I think you can answer this



             9   question by just looking at a few things.  I



            10   mean, on the second page it says, "The husband



            11   agrees to," and then it lists a bunch of things



            12   that he's agreeing to do.



            13       A    (Reading sotto voce.)  It was sold back



            14   to me.



            15       Q    But I'm not interested with the details



            16   right this moment.  What I'm trying to --



            17       A    Okay.



            18       Q    -- just make sure I understand is



            19   whether he's going to sell you something or give



            20   you something or pay alimony or whatever the



            21   deal was, the purpose of this agreement was to



            22   agree on how things were going to be after the



            23   divorce?



            24            MR. GHOM:  Object to the form.



            25      You're putting words in the document.
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             1            MR. TWOMBLEY:  Okay.  Please do



             2      not make any speaking objections.



             3            MR. GHOM:  Well, I'm going to



             4      object --



             5            MR. TWOMBLEY:  Okay.



             6            MR. GHOM:  -- on the Providence



             7      Rule.



             8            MR. TWOMBLEY:  Okay.  That's fine.



             9      Objection noted.



            10  BY MR. TWOMBLEY:



            11       Q    Well, let me --



            12       A    I could really tell you some things.



            13       Q    Well, that's why --



            14       A    If you want to know some things, I can



            15   tell you.



            16       Q    Well, I want to know them, whatever



            17   they are.  We're going to have to go to court



            18   about them, so let's hear them.  Tell me those



            19   things.



            20       A    I can't believe that the father of four



            21   sons would not leave my children something.  And



            22   their grandparents are rolling over in their



            23   grave right now -- Okay? -- that this is



            24   happening.  I mean, it's just unbelievable



            25   that -- it's unbelievable for me to think that
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             1   Paula Mitchum Strobel would just take everything



             2   away from my kids.



             3            I mean, that's just -- it's just



             4   unbelievable.  And actually, to me, it's a sin.



             5   It's a sin.  If you're a Christian, it would be.



             6       Q    Sounds like you're right fired up about



             7   it.



             8       A    Hmm?



             9       Q    It sounds like you're fired up about



            10   it.



            11       A    Well, when I think about -- first of



            12   all, Jimmy's parents bought the beach house.



            13   Jimmy's parents bought the land.  Jimmy didn't



            14   pay for it except some strip they -- they paid



            15   for some strip to join the two together.  And I



            16   know that Jimmy's parents would want them to



            17   have what they should have.  No doubt about



            18   that.



            19            Because, I mean, if they were alive and



            20   knew this was happening -- I hate to tell you



            21   what I think, but it wouldn't be good.  And I'm



            22   not asking for anything.  I'm not asking for



            23   anything.  What I'm asking for is for my



            24   children to get what they should get.



            25            And I don't see where somebody should
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             1   just take everything that his parents would want



             2   my kids to have, and which belongs to them.  I



             3   mean, I don't see how anybody would want to do



             4   that because there's enough to go around, as far



             5   as I'm concerned.  And it's hard for me to grasp



             6   the thought of that happening to my children.



             7   It's really hard.  So I want you to know how I



             8   feel about it.



             9       Q    Okay.



            10       A    And that's how I feel.



            11       Q    Well, I very much --



            12       A    I wouldn't -- I just wouldn't think



            13   that Paula would really want to do that, to just



            14   take everything.  I mean, I just wouldn't think



            15   that she's that kind of person.  I really don't.



            16   I don't think for -- I don't think anybody -- I



            17   wouldn't think -- I know there are people like



            18   that that would do that, but there's just -- to



            19   know how Jimmy's parents loved my kids, and they



            20   were gone before this happened.  And I --



            21   really, I don't know how much I can say.



            22            Jimmy and I, even before he died, we



            23   got along real well.  We had to sit with my son



            24   that's a quadriplegic.  We had sit with him when



            25   he was sick, and we got along then.  And I
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             1   joined Lions Club and I think, you know, Jimmy



             2   was -- he was in it and so was Paula.  I think



             3   she was president.  And so he was going to have



             4   something at his house there on the property and



             5   I went and I said, I'm not making you feel



             6   uncomfortable, am I?  He said, oh, no, not at



             7   all.



             8            So I know that before it was over,



             9   before he died, I know we got along fine.  I



            10   mean, I don't know what else I can say.  I don't



            11   know what else I'm supposed to say.  I don't



            12   know what to do by being quiet or talking.



            13       Q    Well, I -- you know, we -- we certain



            14   want to -- I mean, my opinion is if you're going



            15   to say something at trial, you know, I mean, I



            16   want to know what that is today.  That's the



            17   whole purpose we're here today.  So if there's



            18   anything else you think you need to tell me,



            19   please do so.



            20       A    I don't know.  I know that he was going



            21   to give the children that -- he told them that



            22   he was going to leave them property.  He told



            23   them that.  And they would get together and it



            24   seemed something would go wrong.  And I think



            25   just before he died, actually, one of the
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             1   children told me that -- they said we need to



             2   get together so I can give you the property.



             3            But all of a sudden, I don't know why,



             4   but it all -- he left it all to Paula.  And I



             5   thought -- and I think really and truly, I think



             6   Jimmy really thinks that Paula -- thought that



             7   Paula would do the right thing.  I think he



             8   really thought that she would, you know, give



             9   them that what they should have.



            10            And I know for certain that I was



            11   told -- this is just hearsay.  But my children



            12   told me this.  That their father said, you know,



            13   you need -- you have to leave something to the



            14   children.  And -- and Paula's father was a very



            15   good person.  I liked him very much.  And, I



            16   mean, it's...



            17       Q    Sounds heartbreaking.



            18       A    You know...



            19       Q    Anything else you want to share with us



            20   on that?



            21       A    I just want my kids to get what belongs



            22   to them and what their father said he was going



            23   to do, but didn't do.  And I know he intended to



            24   do it.  I don't know why, if he got afraid of



            25   something.  I don't know.  I mean, that's --
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             1   that's the important thing.



             2       Q    Okay.



             3       A    I mean, that's what I think this is all



             4   about.



             5       Q    I gotcha.  You have made that clear,



             6   and I really appreciate you telling us how



             7   important this is to you and how --



             8       A    And I'm not asking for anything and I



             9   don't want anything.



            10       Q    All right.



            11       A    I'm not asking her to leave me



            12   something.  I don't have anything to -- this is



            13   for my children.



            14       Q    I gotcha.  I understand.  Let me -- I'm



            15   trying to move this deposition along so we're



            16   not here longer than we have to be.



            17       A    Um-hmm.



            18       Q    And while I want to give you every



            19   opportunity to read documents and answer my



            20   questions in a way that you want to --



            21       A    I can't read fast.



            22       Q    I -- I understand that.



            23            Let me just finish what I want to say.



            24            Today is my opportunity to ask you the



            25   questions that I want to ask you.
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             1       A    Right.



             2       Q    Now, there may -- may be some other



             3   things you want to talk about and some other



             4   questions that you want asked and answered.  But



             5   today is my opportunity for you to answer my



             6   questions --



             7       A    Well --



             8       Q    -- and so --



             9       A    -- whatever.



            10       Q    -- I'm just asking you -- and I don't



            11   want to rush you.  But if you can try to focus



            12   on the specific question I'm asking and provide



            13   an answer to that question, I think it might



            14   save us some -- some time.  Okay?  But you take



            15   as much time as you need.  I don't -- I don't



            16   want to rush you.



            17            But the question we left off with was



            18   that this agreement that says y'all had



            19   irreconcilable differences --



            20       A    Um-hmm.



            21       Q    -- and that y'all -- it was impossible



            22   to continue to be married to each other.



            23       A    Um-hmm.



            24       Q    You -- you agreed, I believe, that this



            25   was part and parcel of the divorce process;
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             1   correct?



             2            MR. GHOM:  Object to the form on



             3      Providence Rule Dead Man's Statute.



             4            THE WITNESS:  Well, if I signed



             5      it, I must -- I must have agreed to it.



             6      I mean, I might read it now and you



             7      think I was crazy.



             8  BY MR. TWOMBLEY:



             9       Q    Okay.  But -- but I understand that.



            10            But my question is; is that when you



            11   and Jimmy decided y'all were going to go get a



            12   divorce, the first thing y'all did was go get



            13   this agreement --



            14       A    Okay.



            15       Q    -- draft it up and sign it; is that



            16   right?



            17            MR. GHOM:  Object to the form.



            18            MR. DAVID:  Object to the form.



            19  BY MR. TWOMBLEY:



            20       Q    You can answer.



            21       A    I -- I don't know exactly what's all in



            22   here.  Maybe I -- I signed it and maybe I don't



            23   agree with it now.



            24       Q    But, see, here's my question.  I didn't



            25   ask you if you had signed it And I didn't ask
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             1   you if you knew everything that was in it.



             2       A    Um-hmm.



             3       Q    My question to you is:  Do you agree



             4   that this agreement that says y'all have



             5   irreconcilable differences --



             6       A    Yeah, that's what it said.



             7       Q    -- and that y'all no longer want to



             8   continue the marriage --



             9       A    Yeah.



            10       Q    -- relationship was part of the



            11   divorce?



            12            MR. GHOM:  Object to the form.



            13      Providence Rule and Dead Man's Statute.



            14            THE WITNESS:  I can't hear you.



            15            MR. GHOM:  Don't need to.



            16



            17  BY MR. TWOMBLEY:



            18       Q    You didn't miss anything important.  Go



            19   ahead.



            20       A    I don't know.  I just don't know.



            21       Q    You don't know?



            22       A    I don't know what's in this, I have to



            23   read it.



            24       Q    Well, we see on the first page that it



            25   says there's --
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             1       A    Well, yes.



             2       Q    -- irreconcilable differences --



             3       A    Yes.



             4       Q    -- that make the continuance of the



             5   marriage relationship between them impossible.



             6       A    Okay.  Well, what do you have problem



             7   with with that?



             8       Q    I don't have any problem with it at



             9   all.



            10       A    Okay.



            11       Q    I think that was the truth.  I'm just



            12   trying to establish that when you and Jimmy --



            13       A    It was irreconcilable differences.  But



            14   it really he was just having an affair with a



            15   woman.



            16       Q    I totally understand that.  And whether



            17   you decided or he decided or y'all both decided,



            18   y'all didn't want to do it anymore and you



            19   went --



            20       A    Yeah.



            21       Q    -- to get a divorce --



            22       A    Right.



            23       Q    -- and y'all had this agreement drafted



            24   up and y'all signed it?



            25       A    Yeah.
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             1       Q    Okay.  All right.  And so the agreement



             2   was one of the steps in getting the divorce;



             3   correct?



             4       A    Of course.



             5            MR. GHOM:  Object to the form of



             6      the question.



             7  BY MR. TWOMBLEY:



             8       Q    Can you repeat your answer?



             9       A    I -- I --



            10       Q    Didn't you say of course?



            11       A    Again, I --



            12            MR. GHOM:  Object to the form.



            13            THE WITNESS:  -- don't know what



            14      you're trying to get at.



            15  BY MR. TWOMBLEY:



            16       Q    Well, see, here's the thing, the way



            17   depositions work, the witness is not really -- I



            18   could be getting at 100 different things, I'm



            19   not really required to tell you what I'm getting



            20   at.  You just are required to truthfully answer



            21   my questions.



            22       A    Well, I'm trying to truthfully answer



            23   your questions --



            24       Q    And you --



            25       A    -- and some things I don't remember.
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             1       Q    Okay.  But when I asked you if this



             2   agreement was part of the divorce, you said --



             3       A    I guess so.



             4       Q    Well, didn't you say, "of course"?



             5            MR. GHOM:  Object to the form of



             6      the question.  Providence Rule.  South



             7      Carolina Dead Man's Statute.



             8  BY MR. TWOMBLEY:



             9       Q    See, that's -- that's a lawyer evidence



            10   objection.  We're not dealing with that today.



            11            Was this part of the divorce, did you



            12   not say, "of course"?



            13            MR. GHOM:  Object to the form.



            14      Asked and answered.



            15            Answer it.



            16  BY MR. TWOMBLEY:



            17       Q    You can go ahead.  It's been asked and



            18   answered, go ahead and answer it again so we can



            19   get it on the record.



            20            MR. GHOM:  Object to the form.



            21            THE WITNESS:  I don't know what



            22      he's saying.



            23  BY MR. TWOMBLEY:



            24       Q    What he's saying is completely



            25   irrelevant.
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             1       A    You think so?  If it isn't --



             2       Q    For purpose of this deposition, it is.



             3       A    Well, what does this have to do with



             4   anything?



             5       Q    Well --



             6       A    What does this have to do with my kids



             7   getting what they need to get?  What's that got



             8   to do with it?  What has this got to do with



             9   that?



            10       Q    Can I just tell you something?  And I'm



            11   just being honest with you.  I'm not required to



            12   tell you that.



            13       A    Well, I'm probably not required to tell



            14   you what I -- some things that --



            15       Q    Well, I don't --



            16       A    -- I don't understand.



            17       Q    I would respectfully submit that you



            18   absolutely are.  And if we need to go to a judge



            19   and get that ironed out, we can.  But I'm



            20   telling you, if you understand my question, you



            21   are legally required to provide a truthful



            22   answer whether you know what I'm, quote, getting



            23   at or not.  Witnesses very rarely know what the



            24   lawyers may or may not be getting at.  So --



            25       A    Well --
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             1            MR. GHOM:  Object to the form of



             2      the question.



             3            THE WITNESS:  It said the wife is



             4      to net the sum of 38,000.



             5            Is that what you mean, when he



             6      sold the house to me?



             7  BY MR. TWOMBLEY:



             8       Q    Nope.  That's not what I mean.



             9       A    I don't know what you mean.



            10       Q    Well, let -- I want to ask you this



            11   specific question.



            12            When I asked you a moment ago -- and we



            13   can go back and look at the record and we can



            14   look at the video.  But when I asked you, was



            15   this agreement part and parcel, part of the



            16   divorce that you and Jimmy were seeking from



            17   each other --



            18            MR. DAVID:  Object to the form.



            19  BY MR. TWOMBLEY:



            20       Q    -- did you not say, "of course"?



            21       A    I don't remember.



            22            MR. GHOM:  Object to the form.



            23  BY MR. TWOMBLEY:



            24       Q    You don't remember saying that?



            25       A    No.
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             1            MR. GHOM:  We'll be here all day.



             2  BY MR. TWOMBLEY:



             3       Q    Okay.



             4       A    I don't remember.



             5       Q    Well, okay.  We -- we'll look at what



             6   you said.



             7            Was this not part and parcel of the



             8   divorce of the process to end the marriage



             9   because continuing it was impossible?



            10       A    Yes.



            11            MR. GHOM:  Object to the form.



            12  BY MR. TWOMBLEY:



            13       Q    Okay.  That's all I needed -- that's



            14   all I needed to know.



            15            And when this agreement was signed, you



            16   wanted a divorce from Jimmy and Jimmy wanted a



            17   divorce from you --



            18            MR. GHOM:  Object to the form.



            19  BY MR. TWOMBLEY:



            20       Q    -- right?



            21       A    Yeah, we wanted a divorce.



            22       Q    Yeah.



            23       A    I mean, we both went to get the



            24   divorce, so I guess we wanted to get a divorce.



            25       Q    Yeah.  I agree.  This is easy.  You
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             1   just shout it out when you know the right



             2   answer.  Don't let them throw you off of the



             3   truth.



             4       A    What I don't understand is...



             5       Q    Tell me.



             6       A    You know how I feel.



             7       Q    I know how you feel?



             8       A    You know how I feel about this.



             9       Q    Well, I know what you told me, yeah.



            10       A    Do you know what I feel?  Don't you



            11   know what I want for my children?



            12       Q    I know you what you want.  I got --



            13       A    Then we got --



            14       Q    -- that part.



            15       A    -- a divorce --



            16       Q    I got it.



            17       A    -- and he remarried.



            18       Q    And you did too.



            19       A    Yes.  Not right away.



            20       Q    I want to move on from this agreement



            21   for a moment.



            22       A    Okay.



            23       Q    And I just want to ask you some general



            24   questions about what happened after y'all signed



            25   this agreement related to your divorce.  Okay?
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             1            MR. GHOM:  Object to the form.



             2            THE WITNESS:  Well, I, after --



             3      well --



             4  BY MR. TWOMBLEY:



             5       Q    Well, is it okay if I ask you some



             6   questions --



             7       A    Yeah.



             8       Q    -- about after you signed this



             9   agreement related to the divorce?



            10       A    Okay.



            11            MR. GHOM:  Object to the form.



            12  BY MR. TWOMBLEY:



            13       Q    Okay.  And I don't care who was right



            14   or who was wrong or necessarily what your side



            15   of the story is or what Jimmy's side of the



            16   story is.  So I'm not too concerned of that.



            17            My question is:  Isn't it correct that



            18   after y'all got divorced and after you signed



            19   this agreement, that y'all both went to court



            20   claiming that, you know, Jimmy said you weren't



            21   doing what you were supposed to do and you said



            22   Jimmy wasn't doing what he was supposed to do so



            23   y'all had to go to court and get that worked



            24   out?



            25       A    I don't remember going to a court.
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             1       Q    You don't?



             2       A    No.



             3       Q    Okay.  Well, let's look at some of



             4   these documents.  Here is a document, James



             5   Lloyd Strobel, that's Jimmy, right?



             6       A    Um-hmm.



             7       Q    Versus Zoie P. Strobel, that's you;



             8   correct?



             9       A    Right.



            10            MR. GHOM:  Ashley, are you going



            11      to present her the document --



            12            (Crosstalk.)



            13            MR. TWOMBLEY: -- if I -- I might.



            14      I might, but I might not.  If that's an



            15      objection, are you going to ask me what



            16      I'm going to do next?  In a deposition,



            17      I don't think I'm required to tell you



            18      what I'm going to do next.  I would ask



            19      that you please refrain from giving the



            20      witness hints through --



            21            MR. GHOM:  Well, I object to your



            22      question --



            23            (Crosstalk.)



            24            MR. TWOMBLEY:  -- speaking



            25      objections --
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             1            MR. GHOM:  You're asking her about



             2      the contents of the document without



             3      presenting her the document.



             4            MR. TWOMBLEY:  Object to the form



             5      of the question.



             6            MR. GHOM:  I just did.



             7            MR. TWOMBLEY:  Okay.  Good.



             8  BY MR. TWOMBLEY:



             9       Q    James Lloyd Strobel versus Zoie



            10   Strobel, you are hereby summoned and required to



            11   answer the petition in this action.  Let me just



            12   read some of this stuff, see if it refreshes



            13   your memories since you don't read that fast.



            14            That he and respondent were formally



            15   husband and wife and that the respondent is a



            16   citizen and resident of the County of Dorchester



            17   and that the subject matter is properly before



            18   this court.



            19            Prior to the aforestated divorce, the



            20   parties hereto entered into a separation



            21   agreement on March the 4th, 1977.  Said



            22   agreement was duly filed and recorded in the



            23   office of the Clerk of Court of Dorchester



            24   County.



            25            Says, Jimmy brings this action to
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             1   enforce part of the aforementioned agreement.



             2   That the husband was to have exclusive right to



             3   sell the marital home of Route 3, Ridgeville,



             4   South Carolina.



             5            Is that where you -- where the marital



             6   house was, Route 3, Ridgeville?



             7       A    (Nonverbal response.)



             8       Q    That the respondent -- that's you --



             9   failed and refused to allow the house to be



            10   listed.



            11            Do you remember Jimmy at least



            12   claiming -- I'm not saying that you actually did



            13   it.  But do you remember him claiming that you



            14   weren't allowing the house to be listed?



            15       A    I don't remember anything like that.



            16       Q    You don't remember anything like that?



            17   Okay.



            18            It says here that his attorney --



            19   because he was the one who filed this action --



            20   was Grover Seaton at Paul and Seaton.



            21            You don't remember anything about that?



            22       A    What was that again?



            23       Q    That Jimmy's attorney back then --



            24       A    Uh-huh.



            25       Q    -- when he filed this document was
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             1   Grover Seaton at Paul and Seaton Law Firm?



             2       A    I guess that's who he had as a lawyer.



             3       Q    Okay.  But if I understand your



             4   testimony, you don't remember anything about



             5   this legal proceeding.



             6            Is that fair?



             7       A    That's fair.



             8       Q    Okay.  I mean, you don't even remember



             9   it at all.



            10            Is that fair?  So certainly --



            11       A    It's such a long time ago, I just can't



            12   remember all that.



            13       Q    It's amazing.  It is a long time ago.



            14       A    Yes.



            15       Q    All right.  So if you don't remember



            16   the proceeding at all, then you certainly don't



            17   remember how it began or how it ended.



            18            Is that fair?



            19       A    How what began and what ended?



            20       Q    Well, Jimmy filed this lawsuit.



            21       A    Oh.



            22       Q    He filed a document in court saying you



            23   weren't doing what you were supposed to be doing



            24   and he wanted the judge to make you do it?



            25       A    What --
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             1            MR. GHOM:  Object to the form.



             2            THE WITNESS:  What was I supposed



             3      to be doing?  I don't remember anything



             4      like that.



             5  BY MR. TWOMBLEY:



             6       Q    Okay.  Well, I'm a happy to go through



             7   and give you this and you can read it.  But



             8   there's several of these things where he's



             9   claiming you're not doing something and you're



            10   claiming he's not.



            11            You don't remember any of that?



            12            MR. GHOM:  Object to the form.



            13            THE WITNESS:  No.  All I remember



            14      is he left.  I had the three kids by



            15      myself and we -- and I'm not sure.



            16  BY MR. TWOMBLEY:



            17       Q    Okay.



            18       A    And then they decided to buy the house



            19   from me.  That's all I can remember.



            20       Q    Well, listen, I don't fault you for not



            21   going.  I mean, my God, this is --



            22       A    Too much to remember.



            23       Q    This was almost 50 years ago.



            24            Did Mr. Strobel, at some point, or do



            25   you remember anything about him offering to pay

�                                                              92

















             1   you some more money for the house in Givhans or



             2   anything like that?



             3       A    Pay me some more money?



             4       Q    Right.



             5       A    No.



             6       Q    Okay.  Do you remember being



             7   represented by Grover Seaton, III in these



             8   proceedings after the divorce?



             9       A    No, I wasn't -- he wasn't my lawyer.



            10       Q    He wasn't?



            11       A    No.  He was Jimmy's lawyer, I guess.



            12       Q    Oh, I meant Gordon Garrett.



            13       A    Gordon Garrett.  What about him?



            14       Q    Well, you remember he represented you



            15   in this legal dispute that took place after the



            16   divorce?



            17       A    Yeah.  He got that money for me for the



            18   month.



            19       Q    I gotcha.  But anything else you



            20   remember?



            21       A    No.



            22       Q    And you may not -- and you may have



            23   already answered this but I just want to make --



            24   make sure I got this part clear.



            25            And that is that, do you have any
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             1   memory whatsoever of Jimmy taking the position



             2   after the divorce that you were not doing what



             3   you were legally obligated to do in this



             4   agreement?



             5       A    What was that?  What was I --



             6       Q    Well, whatever it was.



             7       A    -- obligated to do?  I had the kids



             8   every two weeks.



             9       Q    Well, based on what we just read, it



            10   said you were obligated to give him the right to



            11   sell the marital home and you weren't allowing



            12   him to do it.  That's one thing?



            13       A    Well, he sold it to me.



            14       Q    My question to you is very specific.



            15            Do you -- do you even remember a point



            16   in time after the divorce where Jimmy went to



            17   court with a lawyer and said Zoie is not doing



            18   what she agreed to do when we signed this



            19   agreement?



            20       A    No, I don't remember that.



            21       Q    Okay.  Do you remember that -- well,



            22   let me ask that differently.



            23            Do you have any specific memory of



            24   there being any changes or modifications to this



            25   document after it was signed in March of 1977?
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             1       A    No.  I don't -- no, I don't remember



             2   anything.



             3       Q    Okay.



             4       A    I don't remember getting anything or



             5   anybody saying anything to me about anything.



             6   No, I don't.



             7       Q    Okay.  Would you -- do you remember



             8   that at some point in time, you had custody of



             9   the children, but --



            10       A    Um-hmm.



            11       Q    -- you relinquished custody of the



            12   children to Jimmy.



            13            Do you remember that?



            14       A    Yeah, I do.  They decided to move into



            15   the house and I left the house.  Was two of them



            16   that -- that they could do.  There was four of



            17   them and one of me.  And I didn't have a job.  I



            18   couldn't have taken care of them.



            19       Q    Um-hmm.  What else was going on in your



            20   life that caused Jimmy to get sole custody of



            21   these children as opposed to y'all having joint



            22   custody or you keeping custody?



            23       A    What else, what?



            24       Q    What else was going on in your life?



            25       A    Nothing, that I know of.
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             1       Q    Well, why did you give up sole legal



             2   custody of the children?



             3            MR. GHOM:  Object to the form.



             4            THE WITNESS:  Why would I?



             5  BY MR. TWOMBLEY:



             6       Q    That's what I'm trying --



             7       A    I had four children and no money.



             8       Q    Well, that's called being poor.



             9       A    That was the only reason.



            10       Q    But a lot of poor people still have



            11   custody --



            12       A    I know they --



            13       Q    -- of their children --



            14            MR. DAVID:  Object to form.



            15            THE WITNESS:  -- can do a lot of



            16      things now that they didn't do then.



            17  BY MR. TWOMBLEY:



            18       Q    So is it -- is it your testimony --



            19       A    There's no way I could have taken care



            20   of them.  Leave the job, come home, cook for



            21   them, and do everything, watch where they were



            22   going, the driving around, you know, needing



            23   cars and all that stuff.  How was I to do that?



            24   I couldn't do that.  Not in my capacity, I



            25   couldn't.  Maybe somebody could have done it.
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             1   And I know they can do it.  I mean, they live in



             2   cars, you know...



             3       Q    Well, listen, I'm not faulting, you



             4   know, I want to make sure you understand.  I



             5   mean, you know, nobody knows what you were going



             6   through back then and what the situation was.



             7   So I'm not faulting you for that.



             8            My -- my question is just:  Other than



             9   the simple fact that you didn't have a job and



            10   didn't have the resources, I guess, to take care



            11   of the kids, is there anything else that



            12   would --



            13       A    I didn't have a house.



            14       Q    Is there anything else that was going



            15   on in your life?  You know, were you having any



            16   medical problems or health problems?



            17       A    Me, at that time?



            18       Q    Yes, ma'am.



            19       A    I was pretty -- I was pretty healthy.



            20       Q    Okay.  Were you -- were you seeking any



            21   counseling or medical treatment at the time you



            22   gave up --



            23       A    I don't think so.  I don't remember



            24   anything like that.



            25       Q    You don't remember going --
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             1       A    I don't think I was seeking any



             2   counseling at that time.



             3       Q    Because previously, you know, you had



             4   said when y'all were at Clemson --



             5       A    Yeah.



             6       Q    -- even before the affairs, that you



             7   had gone to a doctor and he had referred you to



             8   a psychiatrist.



             9       A    Yeah.



            10       Q    And now Jimmy's had --



            11       A    And I took some medication and when it



            12   was over, that was it.



            13       Q    Okay.  But you're -- after you -- after



            14   you had gotten -- you found out that Jimmy was



            15   cheating on you two different times, and now



            16   y'all got a divorce and now he's going to get



            17   custody of your kids.



            18            Your testimony is you didn't seek any



            19   help for the way that made you feel?



            20            MR. GHOM:  Object to the form.



            21            THE WITNESS:  I can't remember.



            22  BY MR. TWOMBLEY:



            23       Q    So you may have?



            24            MR. DAVID:  Object to the form.



            25            THE WITNESS:  I don't think I did,
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             1      but...



             2  BY MR. TWOMBLEY:



             3       Q    But you can't you rule that out?



             4       A    I don't think I did.



             5       Q    Well, I understand you don't think you



             6   did, ma'am.  But my question is, it sounds like



             7   you're not 100 percent sure.



             8            MR. GHOM:  Object to the form.



             9            MR. DAVID:  Object to the form.



            10  BY MR. TWOMBLEY:



            11       Q    Is that --



            12       A    I don't remember.



            13       Q    So you don't remember one way or the



            14   other?



            15       A    No.



            16            MR. GHOM:  Object to the form.



            17            MR. DAVID:  Object to the form.



            18            THE WITNESS:  I don't think I...



            19  BY MR. TWOMBLEY:



            20       Q    Did you have any type of substance



            21   abuse problems during that time or anything like



            22   that?



            23       A    No.  I never have, never will.  I'm not



            24   that -- I'm not a --



            25       Q    What did you with $38,000 that Jimmy
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             1   paid you for the house?



             2       A    I put it in the bank, part of it.  I



             3   had to use part of it and then I put some in the



             4   bank, which helped buy our other house.



             5       Q    Was -- I think you said Ollie had a



             6   good relationship with these boys, right?



             7       A    Yeah.  Sure.



             8       Q    Why'd you have get up sole custody?  I



             9   mean, if you -- two years later, you're



            10   remarried, you had $38,000.  Ollie could have



            11   helped you.  I'm just trying to understand what



            12   was it that made a young mother in 1978 agree



            13   that she was going to give up custody of her --



            14       A    I --



            15       Q    -- children in favor of this man that



            16   she's got a major problem with?



            17            MR. GHOM:  Objection.  Asked and



            18      answered.  This is really stretching



            19      relevancy, but...



            20            THE WITNESS:  I couldn't do that.



            21      I couldn't do it.



            22  BY MR. TWOMBLEY:



            23       Q    Couldn't do what?



            24       A    I just wouldn't be able to take care of



            25   them.  It was just too much.  I just told you,
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             1   four boys, they're wanting to -- they're wanting



             2   to get, you know -- go -- as they grew up, they



             3   wanted a truck, they want a car, they want to



             4   drive, they want to do this, they want to do



             5   that.  I couldn't keep up with all that.  I



             6   wasn't made like that.  I just wasn't made that



             7   way.



             8       Q    I understand.  I understand.



             9       A    I just couldn't do it.  I didn't want



            10   to have to do that.  No way.



            11       Q    Well, let me ask you this.



            12            At any time point in time thereafter,



            13   did you ever try to get custody back of the



            14   children?



            15       A    No.  I had them every two weeks and we



            16   had a good relationship.  We helped them go



            17   through school.  We helped them, and...



            18       Q    Well, didn't you always have a good



            19   relationship with them?



            20       A    Yes, of course.  Always.



            21       Q    And, I mean, I hear what you're saying



            22   is that everything seemed to be going along



            23   fine --



            24       A    And one of my kids was --



            25       Q    Right.
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             1       A    -- in a bad wreck and was quadriplegic.



             2   I can see me trying to do that by myself.



             3       Q    I want to -- if you will listen very



             4   carefully.  It sounds like -- I -- I heard you



             5   say you didn't ever try to reestablish sole



             6   custody because you had them every couple of



             7   weeks and things were fine and there was just no



             8   need to do that.



             9            Is that fair?



            10       A    I guess it was.



            11       Q    Okay.  So what happened back in --



            12   earlier where you had to legally give up custody



            13   of your children so that you legally cannot make



            14   decisions on their behalf?



            15            MR. GHOM:  Object to the form.



            16      She answered --



            17            MR. DAVID:  Object to the form.



            18            MR. GHOM:  -- several times



            19      already.



            20            THE WITNESS:  I probably made a



            21      lot of -- I probably had lot of



            22      grievances.  Yeah, I'm sure.



            23  BY MR. TWOMBLEY:



            24       Q    And I -- I know these lawyers keep



            25   saying asked and answered.  But I feel like
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             1   there's something we're missing because, you



             2   know, a lot of couples that are divorced, you



             3   know, the paper says one thing but then they do



             4   something else, right?



             5       A    Yeah.



             6       Q    And they he never go back and change



             7   the papers because there's just no need to do



             8   it, right?



             9            MR. DAVID:  Object to the form.



            10            MR. TWOMBLEY:  Objection noted.



            11  BY MR. TWOMBLEY:



            12       Q    So, you know, the papers might say you



            13   get them for one week and he gets them for three



            14   weeks, but y'all work it out, two and two.  And,



            15   you know, that type of thing happens all the



            16   time, and if it's rocking along and working



            17   well, that's fine.



            18       A    We worked it out.



            19       Q    But I'm saying at some point, you



            20   legally gave up custody of these children in



            21   favor of James.



            22       A    Well, yes, you know that.



            23       Q    Yeah.  But I don't know why.



            24       A    I just told you why.  I just told you



            25   that I could not -- I didn't have a job, I
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             1   didn't have a house.  I wouldn't be able to take



             2   care of four boys that would be running around



             3   here and there wanting cars and stuff like that.



             4   How the heck am I going to do that?



             5       Q    And that's all you can think of?



             6       A    Well, what else could I think of?  I



             7   mean, that's just a crazy question.



             8       Q    Okay.  Let's move on.



             9       A    I mean, this has nothing to do with



            10   what I'm asking.  This has nothing to do with



            11   what I'm here for.  I'm here for my children to



            12   get what belongs to them.  That's what I'm here



            13   for.



            14       Q    I know.  I know that's what you want.



            15       A    What are you asking me all these



            16   questions for?



            17       Q    Well, sometimes these things have --



            18       A    I mean, why?  What -- what is it for?



            19       Q    You have to talk --



            20       A    The main thing is -- I don't



            21   understand.  I don't understand why you don't



            22   get it.



            23       Q    No.  I get it.  I do get it.  I've just



            24   got some -- I've got some more questions.  Let's



            25   just try --
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             1       A    What?  What?  What?



             2       Q    -- to get through them.



             3            Do you remember the two or three years



             4   after the divorce, that you brought a lawsuit



             5   against Jimmy, Zoie P. Strobel versus James



             6   Strobel?  Your lawyer was Gordon Garrett.



             7       A    Didn't we just go through that?



             8       Q    No, that was a different one.



             9       A    Well, no.  I -- I -- I don't remember



            10   anything but that one time.  I don't know what



            11   else I would go.  I can't -- if I did, I don't



            12   remember.



            13       Q    Okay.  And you don't know how that



            14   lawsuit concluded or what the result of it was?



            15            MR. GHOM:  Object to form.



            16            THE WITNESS:  I thought I said to



            17      get the money.  I went to Gordon



            18      Garrett to get the money.  What --



            19      what -- what else are you talking



            20      about?



            21  BY MR. TWOMBLEY:



            22       Q    Well, you know, normally when a



            23   lawsuit's filed, there's something that shows



            24   what the end result was, you know?



            25       A    The end result was --
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             1       Q    This person wins, that person wins,



             2   or --



             3       A    Got me the money.



             4       Q    Well, I know that's what you -- you



             5   say.



             6            Do you have a specific memory of what



             7   the --



             8       A    And I remember this, too.



             9       Q    Can I finish, please?



            10            Do you have a specific memory of what



            11   the deal was between you and James?  I know you



            12   say he had to pay you some money.



            13            But do you know what else you had to do



            14   or he had to do or anything else of that nature?



            15       A    No.  I just remember that he wanted to



            16   keep most of my money.  And I said, what are you



            17   doing?  I need this money.



            18       Q    Okay.



            19       A    He said, okay.  I'll just take 100.



            20       Q    Okay.  So you just don't remember what



            21   the final deal was?



            22            MR. DAVID:  She just answered



            23      that.



            24            MR. GHOM:  Objection to the form.



            25            MR. DAVID:  Object to the form.
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             1            MR. GHOM:  Mischaracterizes her



             2      testimony.



             3            THE WITNESS:  I've already



             4      answered that.  I got -- I wanted to



             5      get my money.



             6  BY MR. TWOMBLEY:



             7       Q    Well, you know, first of all, I want to



             8   make sure you understand something, and



             9   everybody else in this room.



            10       A    What?



            11       Q    I want to make sure you understand



            12   something.



            13       A    What?



            14       Q    There is nothing in the world that



            15   prohibits me from asking the same question



            16   twice.



            17       A    Oh.



            18       Q    Or asking the same question five



            19   different ways.



            20       A    Okay.



            21       Q    That is my job.



            22       A    All right.



            23       Q    And I am not trying to be mean.  But I



            24   want to make sure that what your testimony is



            25   clear.  Okay?  That's all I'm trying to do.
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             1       A    Okay.



             2            MR. GHOM:  Object to the speech.



             3  BY MR. TWOMBLEY:



             4       Q    I thought you had said that you could



             5   not remember exactly what the end result was of



             6   this lawsuit.  You only remember that part of it



             7   was that --



             8       A    Part --



             9       Q    -- he had to pay you some money.



            10            MR. GHOM:  Object to the form.



            11            THE WITNESS:  I thought that was



            12      the only part.  I didn't know any other



            13      part.



            14  BY MR. TWOMBLEY:



            15       Q    Well, let's talk about the other part



            16   for a minute.



            17       A    What's the other part?



            18       Q    You had contended, I think, that James



            19   had not -- Jimmy had not made his alimony



            20   payments to you.



            21       A    Um-hmm.



            22       Q    Do you remember that?



            23       A    That was -- yes, it was just for a



            24   month, I think.



            25       Q    Okay.  Do you remember that Jimmy sent
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             1   a copy of each and every check that you had



             2   cashed to the court proving that he had made



             3   those payments?



             4       A    No, because he paid me.



             5       Q    Well, let's --



             6       A    I don't remember any checks or



             7   whatever.  I guess he paid -- I don't know how



             8   he paid me.  I mean, this is...



             9       Q    So long ago, I know.



            10            Do you remember that Jimmy had taken



            11   the position that you were causing interference



            12   in his life?



            13       A    No.  I wasn't causing any interference



            14   in his life.



            15       Q    I didn't ask you if you were doing it.



            16   I asked you if do you remember that Jimmy said



            17   you were doing it?



            18       A    No, I don't.



            19       Q    Do you remember Jimmy accused you of



            20   breaching the agreement y'all had signed because



            21   you were harassing him?  Do you have any memory



            22   of that?



            23       A    I was harassing him?



            24       Q    I'm not saying you were.  I'm saying do



            25   you remember -- see, look, when you talk to two
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             1   people who are divorced --



             2       A    Um-hmm.



             3       Q    -- and, I mean, they start bickering



             4   and complaining, I mean, only God knows what



             5   really happens.  I don't care what actually



             6   happened.  I'm just trying to find out, do you



             7   remember what Jimmy was saying about you and



             8   what you were doing back then.  That's my only



             9   question.



            10       A    It's been so long ago.  What did I say?



            11       Q    Do you remember that Jimmy was accusing



            12   you of breaching your --



            13       A    No.



            14       Q    -- agreement by harassing him?



            15       A    No.  I don't remember that.



            16       Q    Do you remember that Jimmy was taking



            17   the position that the harassment was getting



            18   worse and worse and more harsh over time?



            19       A    No.  I don't remember that.  I don't



            20   know what I could have done or said.



            21       Q    Do you remember that Jimmy was taking



            22   the position that you were violating the



            23   agreement as to the visitation rights he had for



            24   the children?



            25       A    No.  No, I don't remember anything like
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             1   that.



             2       Q    Do you have any memory of Jimmy taking



             3   the position that you were not taking the



             4   children to the medical appointments that they



             5   needed to be taken to?



             6       A    Medical appointments?  If they had



             7   medical appointments, I would have definitely



             8   taken them.  I believed in health.



             9       Q    Do you know why Jimmy would say --



            10       A    I don't know why.



            11       Q    -- that you weren't --



            12       A    Why would I be -- I mean, I took them.



            13   When?  When?  When was he talking about this?



            14       Q    Let me just see if this refreshes your



            15   memory.



            16            "One visitation weekend just before



            17   being picked up by their mother, Nicky was



            18   bitten by a cat.  When his mother arrived, we



            19   were preparing to take Nicky to the hospital



            20   because he was due his tetanus shot, which my



            21   wife had just recently verified with



            22   Dr. Herbert's office.



            23            However, since the other children were



            24   ready to go when their mother had arrived, she



            25   stated she would take him to the hospital.  My
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             1   wife wrote our insurance number and the date of



             2   Nicky's last tetanus shot on a piece of paper



             3   for Zoie to pass on to the attending physician.



             4   We tried to call the children later that night



             5   and got no answer.



             6            The next day when the boys returned



             7   home, Nicky's arm was swollen and red and he was



             8   running a fever.  When asked about the doctor,



             9   the children indicated that Nicky was not taken



            10   to the doctor, but that Zoie had tried to call.



            11            And that afternoon -- that after the



            12   date shown as the last tetanus was incorrect,



            13   according to their mother.  When I called



            14   Dr. Herbert's office Monday morning, the nurse



            15   knew nothing of Nicky's accident.  After



            16   speaking to Dr. Herbert, we took him right in.



            17            Frankly, Dr. Herbert was shocked by his



            18   condition.  He was given tetanus shot and the



            19   prescription for the infection.  It was numerous



            20   days before we were relieved that it was healing



            21   satisfactorily."



            22            Do you remember anything about Jimmy



            23   alleging or accusing you of things like that?



            24       A    No.



            25       Q    Okay.
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             1       A    I don't.



             2       Q    Jimmy had accused you of taking the



             3   kids to R-rated movies and he thought that was a



             4   bit much --



             5       A    What?



             6       Q    -- for ten-year old children.



             7       A    I never did such a thing.



             8       Q    Look, I'm not asking if you did it.



             9   I'm asking if you remember he was --



            10       A    I would never.



            11       Q    -- accusing you of doing it?



            12       A    I would never take them to an R-rated



            13   movie.



            14       Q    But do you remember Jimmy saying you



            15   had done this?



            16       A    No, I don't.



            17       Q    Okay.  What about Danny being taken to



            18   a lounge and known that wine was bought for him



            19   at one of these places, do you know anything



            20   about that?



            21       A    No.



            22       Q    Do you have any memory of Jimmy



            23   accusing you of going into his house, the house



            24   where he lived with Paula, on two occasions



            25   without their permission?
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             1       A    No.  But I did leave Johns Island at



             2   6:00 in the morning to get to their house by



             3   7:00 to take care of Tony while they went to



             4   work.



             5       Q    Okay.



             6       A    And that was days and days and days.



             7       Q    What about digging up shrubbery in



             8   their yard and taking it to your new house, do



             9   you remember anything about that?



            10       A    What?  The -- what?



            11       Q    "On occasion, she had attempted to



            12   remove shrubbery from the yard.  The statement



            13   she made to the children is that she planted



            14   them.  That may be true.  However, I bought them



            15   from her as far as I'm concerned, and that is



            16   stealing."



            17            Do you --



            18       A    I don't remember anything --



            19       Q    -- remember anything like that?



            20       A    No.  Oh, boy.  That's...



            21       Q    Well, why -- do you have any idea why



            22   somebody would write a letter like this to the



            23   court and accuse you of all those things if none



            24   of it ever happened?



            25       A    Well, if they did --
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             1            MR. GHOM:  Object to form.



             2            THE WITNESS:  -- I don't remember



             3      anything like that and -- and what kind



             4      of accusations were they, really?  What



             5      -- I mean, did they -- were they



             6      something I should have gone to jail



             7      for?



             8  BY MR. TWOMBLEY:



             9       Q    No, I don't think so.



            10       A    I mean...



            11       Q    I guess I'm just -- I'm just trying to



            12   figure out what you remember, if anything, about



            13   these different legal proceedings and the things



            14   that you were saying and the things that Jimmy



            15   was saying and how all that ended up.



            16       A    I don't remember a bunch of that.  I



            17   mean, I don't remember any of that.  And if it



            18   ended up Jimmy would -- and I were very good and



            19   had a very good relationship, you know, after a



            20   certain time, especially when my son was



            21   injured.  We had a good relationship.  I had to



            22   help him with that.  And I don't remember having



            23   any words with him at all.  I mean, it was



            24   always nice and respectful.



            25       Q    Well, if somebody wrote a letter like

�                                                             115

















             1   this about me and sent it to the court, I



             2   wouldn't have a good relationship with --



             3       A    But --



             4       Q    -- them, so...



             5       A    Well, you know, that was so long ago



             6   and probably very young.  As you get older, I



             7   think you get a little wiser, don't you think?



             8   I mean, you might do -- you might say things



             9   when you're younger that you probably wouldn't



            10   say when you got older.  And I'm sure that's



            11   right.  But --



            12       Q    Well, I might --



            13       A    -- I don't remember any of those things



            14   being so devastating to anything.



            15       Q    Well, the same way with things that you



            16   say when you get older and wiser, that also



            17   applies to the things that you do, right?



            18            You get older and wiser, you don't do



            19   things that you did when you were young and



            20   foolish; correct?



            21       A    What was that again?



            22       Q    When you got older and wiser --



            23       A    Right.



            24       Q    -- not only do you not say things that



            25   you said when you were young, but you also don't
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             1   do things --



             2       A    Right.



             3       Q    -- that you did when you were young;



             4   correct?



             5       A    Exactly.



             6            MR. DAVID:  Can we take about a



             7      five-minute break?



             8            MR. TWOMBLEY:  Absolutely.



             9            THE WITNESS:  I feel like I have a



            10      dancing team here.



            11            THE VIDEOGRAPHER:  It's 12:32, and



            12      we're off the record.



            13               (Whereupon, a luncheon break was



            14               taken from 12:32 P.M.



            15               until 2:01 P.M.)



            16            THE VIDEOGRAPHER:  It's now 2:01.



            17      We're back video.



            18  BY MR. TWOMBLEY:



            19       Q    Okay.  Did you get you some lunch?



            20       A    Um-hmm.



            21       Q    Okay.  When we got back to the



            22   deposition room, I noticed that Plaintiff's



            23   Exhibit 1 was here in front of you that and it



            24   had been turned to a specific page.  I think it



            25   was page 4.
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             1            Is that the page that it was turned to?



             2       A    Yeah.  I was just looking at that --



             3   the first page from down here.



             4       Q    Okay.  And then did you underline this?



             5       A    Huh-uh.



             6       Q    Well, who -- who underlined it?



             7       A    I don't know.



             8            MR. TWOMBLEY:  Well, can somebody



             9      tell us who's marking on the exhibits



            10      for the witness, pointing her to



            11      specific provisions?



            12            MR. DAVID:  Can I see?



            13            MR. TWOMBLEY:  Yeah.  Does anyone



            14      know who wrote on it?  Y'all don't



            15      know?



            16            MR. GHOM:  Is that the original,



            17      Ashley?



            18            MR. TWOMBLEY:  Yeah.  Exhibit



            19      Number 1, turned to that right -- page



            20      right there and somebody's underlined



            21      the provision.  It just so happened to



            22      be a helpful provision for y'all.  It's



            23      amazing how it got turned to that page



            24      and that that provision got underlined



            25      and nobody knows about it.
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             1            In any event, we'll have to move



             2      on.  Leave that mystery unsolved.



             3  BY MR. TWOMBLEY:



             4       Q    Do you know who wrote on this, who



             5   underlined that?



             6       A    No. No.



             7       Q    Do you know why somebody would



             8   underline that provision and leave this sitting



             9   right in front of you?



            10       A    No.



            11       Q    I think that I -- somebody wanted to



            12   make sure you knew, remembered about this



            13   specific line.



            14            Do think that might be why?



            15       A    Maybe so.



            16       Q    All right.  Well, since you underlined



            17   it -- or somebody underlined it, I want to ask



            18   you about it.



            19            Do you know what this provision even



            20   is?



            21       A    No.  What is it?



            22       Q    Well, I'm asking you if you know what



            23   it is?



            24       A    I don't know.



            25       Q    Okay.  Well, you -- you pointed me to
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             1   this underline and said, "What is this," and



             2   then you smiled at me.  It was as if you knew



             3   something about it.



             4            You don't -- why did you ask me --



             5       A    I was just asking, what is that?



             6            MR. TWOMBLEY:  Okay.  Does the



             7      court reporter know who wrote on this?



             8            MADAM COURT REPORTER:  (Nonverbal



             9      response.)



            10            MR. TWOMBLEY:  The Videographer?



            11            THE VIDEOGRAPHER:  (Nonverbal



            12      response.)



            13            MR. TWOMBLEY:  Did you do it,



            14      Bijan?



            15            MR. GHOM:  I didn't know it was



            16      there.



            17  BY MR. TWOMBLEY:



            18       Q    All right.  Well, let's talk about the



            19   provision.  Let's -- let's read the whole thing



            20   and not just the part that was underlined.



            21            Don't you think that's a good idea?



            22       A    That's a lot.



            23       Q    It's a lot?



            24       A    I can't read all that.



            25       Q    You can't even read it?
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             1       A    I mean, I can't -- I could read it, but



             2   it would take forever.



             3       Q    Well, it's probably -- let's read it



             4   together.  I'll help you.  Somebody went through



             5   the trouble of underlining it and I think we at



             6   least ought to talk about it.



             7            MR. GHOM:  Ashley, can you tell me



             8      where it is?  You said page 4?



             9            MR. TWOMBLEY:  The top of page 4,



            10      and this is --



            11            MR. GHOM:  Is this run over from



            12      the prior page.



            13            MR. TWOMBLEY:  Yes, it is, run



            14      over from the prior page.  It's the



            15      words that say, quote, his estate to be



            16      equally divided among his children.



            17      It's that --



            18            THE WITNESS:  (Reading sotto



            19      voce.)



            20            MR. TWOMBLEY:  That provision.



            21            THE WITNESS:  (Reading sotto



            22      voce.)



            23            (Crosstalk.)



            24            MR. GHOM:  Okay.



            25            MR. TWOMBLEY:  I don't how
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             1      somebody --



             2            THE WITNESS:  (Reading sotto



             3      voce.)



             4            (Crosstalk.)



             5            MR. TWOMBLEY:  -- found that one,



             6      but let's talk about it.



             7            THE WITNESS:  I don't know about



             8      that $25,000.  What is that?



             9  BY MR. TWOMBLEY:



            10       Q    Well, let's read it.  Would you read it



            11   out loud to us?  I want to hear you read it



            12   since it's your agreement.



            13       A    This --



            14       Q    Start on page 3 bottom, fifth.



            15       A    "It is agreed by the parties that the



            16   husband will keep at least $25,000 or 50 percent



            17   of the estate which is greater."



            18       Q    Whichever is greater.



            19       A    "Whichever is greater of his estate for



            20   the benefit of his four children of his" --



            21       Q    Personalty.



            22       A    Personalty?



            23       Q    Yes, ma'am.



            24       A    And real- --



            25       Q    And realty --
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             1       A    "And realty free of all liens, and



             2   husband further agrees to -- something --



             3       Q    -- execute a --



             4       A    -- a revocable --



             5       Q    -- revocable will to that effect.



             6       A    -- execute a revocable will to that



             7   effect.



             8       Q    Um-hmm.



             9       A    And what does it mean?  The next one.



            10       Q    And then it says -- it's hard to read.



            11   But I think it says said amount of -- and then



            12   start on the top of page 4.



            13       A    "His estate is to be equally divided



            14   among his children, his death" --



            15       Q    At his death.



            16       A    At his death.



            17       Q    All right.



            18       A    I see that.



            19       Q    All right.  Well, let's talk about



            20   this.



            21       A    "Namely Daniel Floyd Strobel, James



            22   Andrew Strobel, Peter Nicholas Strobel, and John



            23   Anthony Strobel, per" --



            24       Q    Per sterpus.  That's one of those old



            25   lawyer words.
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             1       A    Six, the husband --



             2       Q    I don't need the rest of it.



             3       A    Oh.



             4       Q    Let's just talk about five to start



             5   with.



             6            What does that mean to you?



             7            Well, no, before we -- I ask you that.



             8            Is this one of those provisions that



             9   you didn't remember earlier?



            10       A    I don't know.



            11       Q    Well, I'd ask you about the agreement



            12   and what it provided and everything else.  You



            13   said you didn't remember.  So this would have to



            14   be --



            15       A    I don't know if you...



            16       Q    Well, do you remember this provision?



            17       A    No, I don't remember.



            18       Q    Okay.  All right.  Well, do you -- do



            19   you know what this provision means?



            20       A    No.  What does it mean?



            21       Q    Well, did -- did you know what it meant



            22   back in 1977 when you signed this document?



            23       A    I don't remember from 1977, what we put



            24   in there from 1977.



            25       Q    Okay.  Well, do you have any
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             1   understanding of what it means now today?



             2       A    It sounds like -- I think they were to



             3   get half of what his estate was worth.



             4       Q    Okay.  You said earlier that was what



             5   was so important to you, right?



             6       A    Did I say earlier that was what was



             7   reported to me?



             8       Q    Well, you just said earlier that



             9   ensuring that, you know, the boys received part



            10   of their father's estate, that was what was so



            11   important for you?



            12       A    Yes, of course.



            13       Q    And -- but other than the -- other than



            14   what you just told me, do you have any knowledge



            15   or understanding about how this provision was



            16   supposed to work?



            17       A    Well, that's part of -- that's -- what



            18   is that exactly, that whole -- that whole thing?



            19       Q    Supposedly, it's an agreement you and



            20   Jimmy signed.  But I -- you know...



            21       A    It was our -- what do you call it?



            22       Q    Separation agreement.



            23       A    That's the separation agreement, or is



            24   that the --



            25       Q    Well, it's the one that says that y'all
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             1   have concluded that you can no -- that you



             2   cannot continue -- continue the marriage



             3   relationship.



             4       A    Yeah.



             5       Q    That that was impossible.



             6       A    Is that the separate agreement or the



             7   divorce agreement?



             8       Q    Is there a divorce agreement?



             9       A    I don't know.  I don't know what that



            10   is.  Is it a separate or a divorce agreement?



            11       Q    Well, if -- if you don't know what it



            12   is, I mean, who knows what it is?



            13       A    Then what is it?  You do.  You know,



            14   don't you?



            15       Q    I mean, I was going to ask Jimmy, but



            16   he's dead in the ground.  So you don't know what



            17   it is, either?



            18            MR. GHOM:  Object to the form.



            19            THE WITNESS:  Does it say



            20      separation or does it say divorce?



            21  BY MR. TWOMBLEY:



            22       Q    Well, you tell me.



            23       A    I don't know.



            24       Q    Okay.



            25       A    I don't remember.
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             1       Q    So other than the words that are on



             2   this paper, you cannot provide any input on what



             3   you meant or Jimmy meant by these words.



             4            Is that fair?



             5       A    Well, I can see what he said right



             6   there.



             7       Q    Okay.



             8       A    I can see what's on that paper.



             9       Q    Okay.  All right.  But other than



            10   what's on the paper, you don't have any



            11   independent memory of how this was supposed to



            12   work?



            13       A    Well, I do remember things he said.



            14       Q    Okay.  All right.  Well, go ahead and



            15   tell us now, after lunch, what you remember he



            16   said.



            17       A    That's exactly what that said.



            18       Q    Okay.  Well, how did you come to



            19   remember this in between when we left lunch and



            20   now when we come back?



            21            MR. GHOM:  Objection to form.



            22      Argumentative.



            23            THE WITNESS:  How did I what?



            24  BY MR. TWOMBLEY:



            25       Q    Well, previously when we were here, we

�                                                             127

















             1   went through great lengths to establish --



             2            (Crosstalk.)



             3       A    I don't remember --



             4       Q    -- you have the memory of this --



             5   really, of this agreement, how it was supposed



             6   to work --



             7       A    I don't think that went that fa -- that



             8   far, I don't think.



             9       Q    Okay.  Well, in between the time we



            10   left for lunch --



            11       A    I was reading some of that before you



            12   came in.



            13       Q    And today -- and right now, what --



            14   how -- how did you start to remember all these



            15   conversations and things that Jimmy had said



            16   and --



            17       A    Well, I know what he said.



            18       Q    Well, you didn't --



            19       A    I mean, I know --



            20       Q    -- tell me earlier?



            21       A    -- he intended to leave the kids



            22   something.  Okay?  I know he was going to leave



            23   the kids something.



            24       Q    Well, what was he going to leave them?



            25       A    For some reason, he never got around
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             1   it.



             2       Q    Well, what was he going to leave them?



             3       A    Hmm?



             4       Q    What was he going to leave them?



             5       A    What he said in that -- what did he say



             6   there?



             7       Q    Well, ma'am, I was -- I was one year



             8   old when this agreement was drafted so, you



             9   know, I want to know what you think it says, not



            10   what I think it says.



            11       A    Yeah.  You were one year old.



            12       Q    So, I mean, this is your agreement, is



            13   it not?



            14       A    I guess so.  Did I sign it?



            15       Q    Yes, you did.



            16       A    Well, then I guess I -- that's what I



            17   agreed to, I guess.



            18       Q    Okay.  I mean, we can't ask Jimmy,



            19   right?



            20       A    No.



            21       Q    Okay.  So I'm going to ask you.  So



            22   let's go through this.



            23            It is agreed by the parties -- that's



            24   you and Jimmy; correct?



            25       A    Um-hmm.

�                                                             129

















             1       Q    Is that -- can you say yes so the --



             2       A    Yes.



             3       Q    Okay.  All right.  That the husband --



             4   that's Jimmy, right?



             5       A    Yes.



             6       Q    Will keep at least $25,000 --



             7       A    I don't know where the $25,000 came



             8   from.



             9       Q    Well, how we going to figure that out?



            10       A    I don't know.  I don't know if we had



            11   -- we didn't have $25,000, I don't think.



            12       Q    So you don't know what was meant by



            13   that clause to keep at least $25,000?



            14       A    No, I don't --



            15            MR. DAVID:  Object to the form.



            16      The document speak for itself.



            17            MR. TWOMBLEY:  Uh-huh.  And I'm



            18      asking you please don't make any



            19      more --



            20            THE WITNESS:  Well, I don't know



            21      what --



            22            (Crosstalk.)



            23            MR. TWOMBLEY:  -- speaking



            24      objections.



            25            THE WITNESS:  I don't know where
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             1      the $25,000 came from.



             2            MR. TWOMBLEY:  I will agree that



             3      you don't have to make any objection to



             4      any question I ask.  You can reserve



             5      all those objections, and I'm asking



             6      please do not make any speaking



             7      objections.



             8  BY MR. TWOMBLEY:



             9       Q    So the -- so you don't know what was



            10   meant by this, keep at least $25,000; correct?



            11       A    I don't know what he meant by that.



            12       Q    Okay.  So it says $25,000 or



            13   50 percent.



            14       A    50 percent of what?



            15       Q    Well, of his estate.



            16       A    25 percent of his estate?



            17       Q    Well, $25,000 or 50 percent of his



            18   estate.



            19       A    I don't know what that means.



            20       Q    Okay.



            21       A    All we had was a house and some land.



            22   We had 3 acres and a house.



            23       Q    Okay.  Well, when it says -- do you



            24   know what Jimmy meant by estate, his estate?



            25       A    No, I don't.
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             1       Q    Okay.  But you're saying that in



             2   1977 --



             3       A    Well --



             4       Q    -- that he had a house and some land?



             5       A    Yeah.  Maybe that was -- dad left.  I



             6   guess that's what his dad left.



             7       Q    Well, I -- I don't know what his dad



             8   left.  But I'm asking you, do you know what --



             9            (Crosstalk.)



            10            THE WITNESS:  His dad bought all



            11      the land.



            12  BY MR. TWOMBLEY:



            13       Q    Do you know what Jimmy meant by



            14   50 percent of the estate?



            15       A    It must mean the land that his dad



            16   bought.



            17       Q    Okay.  So you think it applies to the



            18   things that he owned in 1977?



            19       A    Um-hmm.



            20       Q    Okay.  Well, what did he own in 1977



            21   when he signed this agreement, do you know?



            22       A    Well, let's see.  We owned the house.



            23       Q    So --



            24       A    I don't know.



            25       Q    So we got the Givhans house.
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             1            (Crosstalk.)



             2  BY MR. TWOMBLEY:



             3       Q    And didn't he own some -- some



             4   property, some acreage?



             5       A    Well, his father had died and mother



             6   had died, and I guess they left him the



             7   property.



             8       Q    So he owned that?



             9       A    I guess so.



            10       Q    What else did he -- did he own in 1977?



            11       A    The property and the house.



            12       Q    And you believe that this clause, his



            13   estate, that Jimmy was referring to what he



            14   owned and what his, quote, estate comprised of



            15   in 1977 when --



            16       A    Yes.



            17       Q    -- this agreement --



            18       A    Yes.



            19       Q    -- was --



            20            MR. GHOM:  Object to the form of



            21      the question.  You're asking her to



            22      testify as to what Jimmy intended.  I'm



            23      objecting to the question.



            24            MR. TWOMBLEY:  All right.



            25            MR. GHOM:  I don't think it's been
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             1      established that she knows what he



             2      intended.



             3            MR. TWOMBLEY:  I'm going to take a



             4      quick break so I can talk to these



             5      lawyers and I'm going to ask you to



             6      step out into the hallway.  It will



             7      only take about five minutes and we'll



             8      bring you back in.  Okay?



             9            THE WITNESS:  You're going to step



            10      out with what?



            11            MR. TWOMBLEY:  No.  I'm asking if



            12      you will step out because I --



            13            THE WITNESS:  Me to step out?



            14            MR. TWOMBLEY:  Yes, ma'am.



            15      Because I'm -- it's easier to do that



            16      than for all of us.  Okay?



            17            THE VIDEOGRAPHER:  It's now 2:18.



            18      We're going off the video.



            19            MR. TWOMBLEY:  No.  I prefer we



            20      not go off the video or the record.



            21            If you'll just set that down,



            22      we're going to have a legal discussion



            23      just for a minute and we'll bring you



            24      back.  But I do want you to step out



            25      into the hallway.
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             1            THE WITNESS:  Oh.  You want me to



             2      step out?



             3            MR. TWOMBLEY:  Yes, ma'am.



             4            THE WITNESS:  I'll be here --



             5            MR. TWOMBLEY:  I hate to ask to



             6      you to do that, but I've got to do what



             7      I've got to do.



             8            Thank you.  This will only take



             9      about five minutes.



            10            THE WITNESS:  All right.



            11                (Witness leaves room.)



            12            MR. TWOMBLEY:  I want to know what



            13      I need to do to make sure there's no



            14      more speaking objections.



            15            MR. GHOM:  I don't think it was a



            16      speaking objection.  I think I've said



            17      the basis for my objection.  That's



            18      what I'm permitted to do.



            19            MR. TWOMBLEY:  Well, I'm agreeing



            20      that you don't have to do that.  I'm



            21      stipulating to that on the record.  I



            22      under- --



            23            MR. GHOM:  I hadn't stipulated to



            24      that.



            25            MR. TWOMBLEY:  Well, what -- if
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             1      I'm agreeing that you don't have state



             2      any objection and I'm also agreeing



             3      that you don't --



             4            MR. GHOM:  I want the record to be



             5      clear as to the basis for the



             6      objection, so I'm stating that.  And



             7      you can say that I don't have to do



             8      that, but I feel like I need to that.



             9            MR. TWOMBLEY:  Okay.  Well, I am



            10      just telling you this, that I believe



            11      these are speaking objections.  I



            12      believe that they are specifically



            13      designed to coach the witness into what



            14      to say.  And there's no reason that I



            15      can think of why you would want to



            16      state those objections and the basis



            17      for them when I am agreeing and



            18      stipulating that you don't have to do



            19      any of that.



            20            You reserve all your rights, and I



            21      will not take the position that the



            22      failure to object or say anything will



            23      be detrimental to y'all in any way.  So



            24      why would -- in light of that fact, why



            25      would you then insist on objecting and
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             1      stating the basis in a way that I think



             2      is coaching the witness when you don't



             3      have to?



             4            The only reason I can think of is



             5      because you want to do exactly what I'm



             6      concerned and asking that you not do.



             7            MR. GHOM:  And another reason



             8      would be so maybe you would ask a



             9      question that doesn't cause me to have



            10      to object to it.



            11            MR. TWOMBLEY:  Well, that's the



            12      only --



            13            MR. GHOM:  I hate to say it,



            14      but --



            15            MR. TWOMBLEY:  -- if I don't ask



            16      the question right.



            17            MR. GHOM:  Well, you -- you know



            18      what the objection is, then I'll tell



            19      you what it is.



            20            MR. TWOMBLEY:  I don't need to



            21      know the objection.  You can -- you can



            22      ask it later.



            23            MR. GHOM:  I'm glad you said that.



            24      If you reask the question, that's on



            25      you.  I'm just simply saying I'm
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             1      stating the basis for the objection



             2      and --



             3            MR. TWOMBLEY:  All right.



             4            MR. GHOM:  -- I think that's --



             5      you know, all I said was -- I didn't



             6      tell her how to answer the question.  I



             7      just simply said what the -- what's



             8      objectionable about the question.  You



             9      asked her what did Jimmy intend.  You



            10      have not established a foundation that



            11      she knows what Jimmy intended.



            12            MR. TWOMBLEY:  Well, I know she



            13      doesn't know what Jimmy intended, and



            14      Jimmy's dead.  That's the whole damn



            15      point.



            16            MR. GHOM:  Well, I haven't heard



            17      her testify that she discussed that



            18      provision with Jimmy.  So then how can



            19      you ask her what did Jimmy intend when



            20      he said -- you know, used those words



            21      in that provision?



            22            MR. TWOMBLEY:  Well, look.  I



            23      don't want this to interfere.  I want



            24      to get the deposition done.  I don't



            25      know anything I can possibly do to be
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             1      more accommodating than to stipulate on



             2      the record not only do you not have to



             3      object to the form, you don't have to



             4      object at all.  You reserve all rights.



             5            And if there's more objections



             6      that I think are designed to coach the



             7      witness, I mean, I'm not going to --



             8      I'm not going to suffer that for the



             9      rest of this deposition.  I'm happy to



            10      get the judge on the phone.  We'll --



            11      we'll break the deposition.



            12            And if a judge tells me that



            13      there's some reason, legitimate reason



            14      why you need to state these objections



            15      and the basis for them when I've agreed



            16      you don't have to, I will take my



            17      medicine from the judge.



            18            I don't think it's proper.  I'm



            19      trying do everything I possibly can to



            20      be accommodating so you reserve and



            21      preserve all your objections and



            22      rights.  And you can argue in the



            23      future, anything you want to argue.



            24            And I mean, that's 100 times



            25      better for you than to state your
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             1      objection on the record and the basis



             2      for it.  You may think of ten other



             3      bases tomorrow, and I'm allowing you to



             4      do that.  So I'm just saying I will not



             5      suffer the rest of this deposition with



             6      people making comments that I think are



             7      trying to coach this witness.



             8            Somebody's already got a document



             9      and stuck it in front of her and



            10      underlined a provision, and nobody in



            11      this room will say who did it.



            12            MR. GHOM:  And I will tell you I



            13      have no idea who did that.



            14            MR. TWOMBLEY:  Well, I don't know,



            15      either.  That's the whole doggone,



            16      point.



            17            MR. DAVID:  I don't know --



            18            MR. GHOM:  I don't know who -- I



            19      don't know -- I don't whose exhibit



            20      this is, I mean...



            21            MR. TWOMBLEY:  So, I mean, if it



            22      happens again, I'm just honestly



            23      telling to you, unless somebody can



            24      convince me otherwise or tell me I'm



            25      being unreasonable, I am giving you the
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             1      opportunity, you do not have to object.



             2      You do not have to state the basis for



             3      your objection, and you can argue



             4      anything you want to in the future.



             5            There's no reason to, quote, and



             6      make sure the record is clear.  That's



             7      my risk, not yours.  So I'm asking that



             8      it please not happen.  But if it does



             9      happen again, I'm going to terminate



            10      the deposition and get a judge on the



            11      phone, try to, although I hate to



            12      bother him, and find out if there's



            13      some legitimate proper basis for



            14      somebody to object and state the basis



            15      for their objection when I'm agreeing



            16      that you don't have to do any of that.



            17            So I'm asking, please,



            18      respectfully, do not do that anymore.



            19      And, you know, look, lawyers can



            20      disagree on whether an objection and



            21      stating the basis is a speaking



            22      objection or not.  I mean, you know,



            23      I'm sure we won't agree on everything



            24      about that.  That's why I'm saying



            25      let's take the issue off the table.
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             1            MR. GHOM:  I understand your



             2      position, Ashley, and I've stated mine.



             3      So I don't think we need to talk about



             4      any further.



             5            MR. TWOMBLEY:  Okay.  Thomas, will



             6      let the -- Zoie know to come back in,



             7      please?



             8  BY MR. TWOMBLEY:



             9       Q    Ready to go back on the record?



            10       A    Huh?



            11       Q    Are you ready to go back on the record?



            12       A    Yeah.



            13       Q    Okay.  Where did you go to lunch?



            14       A    The Mills House.



            15       Q    Where?



            16       A    The Mills House.



            17       Q    The Mills House.  Was it good?



            18       A    Um-hmm.



            19       Q    What'd you have?



            20       A    We went in the -- in the --



            21            THE WITNESS:  Where did we go?  In



            22      the sandwich shop, like...



            23  BY MR. TWOMBLEY:



            24       Q    Okay.  Did y'all sit at a table?



            25       A    (Nonverbal response.)
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             1       Q    Was it a square or was it rectangle?



             2       A    Well, we put the two tables together.



             3       Q    Okay.  Draw me a picture of the table



             4   and show me where you sat, please.



             5       A    What -- what's this for?



             6       Q    I want to --



             7       A    What are you doing?  What's this?  What



             8   is this?  What do you want me to draw a table



             9   for of where we ate?



            10       Q    Ma'am, we can spend the next few hours



            11   talking about it, if you'd like.  It's just



            12   going to prolong --



            13       A    What is this about?  I should know.



            14       Q    No, you didn't.  You are -- that is



            15   not -- you are not --



            16       A    I can't draw.



            17       Q    Okay.  Was it a square or rectangle?



            18       A    Well, when we put the two together, it



            19   was a rectangle.



            20       Q    Okay.  And who went to lunch with you?



            21       A    It was Nicky and Danny and his wife,



            22   Heather, and me.



            23       Q    Okay.  And where did -- can you point



            24   on this piece of paper where you sat?



            25       A    I sat here, Nicky sat here, Heather sat
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             1   here, and Danny sat there.



             2       Q    Okay.  So this is where Nicky sat?



             3       A    Um-hmm.



             4       Q    And this is where Heather sat?



             5       A    Um-hmm.



             6       Q    And this is where Danny sat?  And this



             7   is -- we'll put a Z there.



             8            Is that fair?



             9       A    Um-hmm.



            10       Q    Okay.  And the petitioners in this



            11   lawsuit, the ones that are going after the



            12   money, that's Nicky, right?



            13            MR. GHOM:  Object to form.



            14  BY MR. TWOMBLEY:



            15       Q    And that's Danny --



            16       A    Hmm.



            17       Q    -- right?



            18       A    Um-hmm.



            19       Q    And who is Heather married to?



            20       A    Danny.



            21       Q    Okay.  Now, did y'all have any



            22   discussion at all about this case, the evidence,



            23   this agreement, or anything of that nature



            24   whatsoever?



            25       A    No, I don't think so.  I think we
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             1   talked about where I went to kindergarten, from



             2   Cobblestone Street, across from that, and we



             3   used to go to the Washington Park to play at



             4   recess.  And that there was a Greek grocery



             5   store right across from the -- across from



             6   there.



             7            Across from the Mills house, there was



             8   Greek grocery store because I'm Greek.  And I



             9   had stayed with her -- I had stayed with their



            10   daughter in Atlanta when Tony was hurt.



            11       Q    That's all very interesting.



            12       A    It is.



            13       Q    But that's not my question.



            14       A    Oh.  It isn't?



            15       Q    My question is:  Did anyone at this



            16   table --



            17       A    No, we didn't talk about it.  I don't



            18   remember talking about it.  I don't even



            19   remember what we talked about, anyway.



            20       Q    Well, if you don't remember what you



            21   talked about, how can you testify that y'all



            22   didn't talk about the case?



            23       A    Well, did you want me to talk about the



            24   case?



            25       Q    Ma'am, I want you to answer my
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             1   question.



             2       A    We didn't talk about the case, that I



             3   can remember we did.  We didn't.



             4       Q    So your testimony is, today under oath,



             5   under penalty of perjury, is that at lunch



             6   today, no one tried to talk to you about this



             7   case and the testimony you're giving today?



             8       A    No.



             9       Q    Do you know if anyone else was at that



            10   restaurant listening to y'all?



            11       A    No.



            12       Q    If someone said they were there and



            13   they heard you talk about the case, what would



            14   you say about that?



            15       A    I'd say no.  There wasn't anybody there



            16   listening to us.



            17            MR. TWOMBLEY:  I'm going make this



            18      Exhibit 2.



            19            THE WITNESS:  What's that?



            20               (Whereupon, Exhibit



            21               Number 2 was marked for



            22               identification.)



            23            THE WITNESS:  I'm going to ask you



            24      something.  What you getting at?  I'm



            25      only here to see that my children get
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             1      what they're supposed to get.



             2  BY MR. TWOMBLEY:



             3       Q    Ma'am, we know why you're here.



             4       A    Well, why we asking all these



             5   questions?



             6       Q    That's my job --



             7       A    I mean --



             8       Q    -- that's why.



             9       A    No, it's not your job.



            10       Q    Let's -- let's -- let's move on.



            11       A    It's just what you want to make your



            12   job.



            13       Q    Let's -- let's move on.



            14            Do you know, did you ever talk to Jimmy



            15   about or do you have any other recollection



            16   about what this provision in the agreement that



            17   says keep at least $25,000 was intended to mean?



            18       A    $45,000?



            19       Q    $25,000.  Keep at least $25,000.



            20       A    I don't know what that's about.



            21       Q    Okay.



            22       A    I really don't.



            23       Q    Okay.



            24       A    I don't know what he's talking about.



            25       Q    And it is your testimony today that
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             1   when this document says his estate, that you



             2   intended for that to mean 50 percent of what he



             3   owned in 1977?



             4       A    Uh-huh.



             5            MR. GHOM:  Object to the form.



             6  BY MR. TWOMBLEY:



             7       Q    Okay.  And so you would agree, then,



             8   that if he bought something after 1977 --



             9       A    Right.



            10       Q    -- that there's no way this provision



            11   would apply to that because --



            12            MR. DAVID:  Object to the form.



            13  BY MR. TWOMBLEY:



            14       Q    Is that right?



            15            MR. GHOM:  Object to the form.



            16            THE WITNESS:  Well, you know, I



            17      don't know what half would be.  I don't



            18      know if it would include something they



            19      got or whatever.  I don't know.



            20  BY MR. TWOMBLEY:



            21       Q    So you --



            22            (Crosstalk.)



            23  BY MR. TWOMBLEY:



            24       Q    So you just can't say?  You just cannot



            25   say one way or the other?
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             1       A    No.  I mean, I'm not sure what they



             2   bought, if they bought something.  It could



             3   include that.  I don't know.



             4       Q    But you are clear, I understand, that



             5   the estate was supposed to be the estate he



             6   owned in 1977?



             7       A    Yes.



             8            MR. GHOM:  Object to the form.



             9  BY MR. TWOMBLEY:



            10       Q    And so the agreement would not impact



            11   what he purchased thereafter?



            12            MR. GHOM:  Object to the form.



            13            MR. DAVID:  Object to the form.



            14            THE WITNESS:  Not in that



            15      agreement, it doesn't.  No.



            16  BY MR. TWOMBLEY:



            17       Q    Okay.  Now, the agreement says he will



            18   keep at least $25,000 or 50 percent of his



            19   estate, whichever is greater.



            20            Do you know, in 1977, if 50 percent of



            21   what Jimmy Strobel owned had a value that was



            22   greater or less than $25,000?



            23       A    Did I know if he owned something that



            24   was less or greater than $25,000?



            25       Q    That's right.  In 1977.
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             1       A    I don't know what things were worth



             2   back then.  But I imagine we had the house and



             3   then he had that extra property.  I would



             4   imagine it's more.



             5       Q    I was thinking the same thing.



             6            So if he owned, in 1977, an estate that



             7   was worth substantially more than $25,000, why



             8   would you have need to have this provision that



             9   the boys would get $25,000 or 50 percent of his



            10   estate, whichever is greater?



            11       A    I don't know.  I don't know what you're



            12   talking about.



            13       Q    You don't have any idea?



            14       A    No.  I don't know, no.



            15       Q    Okay.



            16       A    I don't know.



            17       Q    Did you ever talk to Jimmy about it?



            18       A    Did I ever talk to Jimmy --



            19       Q    Jimmy, about what he meant by this, how



            20   he thought it was supposed to work?



            21       A    No, I didn't talk -- I don't remember.



            22       Q    Okay.  Do you think that it's -- well,



            23   let me ask you this.  Let me ask that.



            24            When you read this agreement, this



            25   provision just a moment ago and it said

�                                                             150

















             1   50 percent of his estate --



             2       A    Um-hmm.



             3       Q    -- did -- you thought and understood



             4   that that meant 50 percent of what he owned in



             5   1977?



             6            MR. DAVID:  Object to the form.



             7            MR. GHOM:  Object to the form.



             8  BY MR. TWOMBLEY:



             9       Q    Is that right?



            10       A    I guess.  I don't -- I don't know.



            11       Q    Okay.



            12       A    I'm not sure.



            13       Q    So you -- so you just -- you don't know



            14   what it meant?



            15       A    I'm stupid.



            16       Q    Well, I don't -- I don't think you're



            17   stupid.



            18       A    Dumb.  I mean, that's a long time ago.



            19   I don't remember all that stuff.  I'm 83 years



            20   old.  I'm losing my memory, too.  Okay?



            21       Q    And Jimmy's dead and gone and --



            22       A    I might end up with dementia.  I don't



            23   know.



            24       Q    Well, how do we figure that out?  Do



            25   you have any ideas?
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             1       A    Figure what out?



             2       Q    What all this means.  What was the --



             3   what was the purpose?  What was the goal?  What



             4   was the intent of the parties?



             5       A    I thought we just talked about that.



             6       Q    You said you didn't know.



             7       A    I just -- I don't know.  I don't know



             8   what it means.



             9       Q    All right.  All right.  I want to talk



            10   about something that we brought up earlier.  I



            11   was going to bring it up then but I thought



            12   about it over lunch.  I definitely want to talk



            13   about it now.



            14            Are you -- you are aware, are you not,



            15   that Jimmy Strobel, prior to the time he died,



            16   executed a will and testament that said when he



            17   died, he wanted everything he owned to go to



            18   Paula.



            19            Are you aware of that?



            20       A    No.



            21       Q    You're not?



            22       A    I'm not sure about that.  I don't know.



            23       Q    Well, previously, you said you -- he



            24   was going to leave the boys something, he never



            25   got around to it --
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             1       A    Um-hmm.



             2       Q    -- and that he -- you didn't know why



             3   he would have not left them something.



             4            So your testimony is you didn't -- you



             5   don't know now that he executed a Will that said



             6   when I die, I want to leave everything to my



             7   wife, Paula Strobel?



             8       A    Why should he?  Why should he?



             9       Q    Okay.  You know, whether he --



            10       A    She didn't buy anything.



            11       Q    Well --



            12       A    She didn't get any -- she just came in



            13   and took everything and hoped that everything --



            14   she was just being, you know -- I don't know



            15   what you'd call it -- a hoarder.



            16       Q    Well --



            17       A    She was just being -- I don't know what



            18   they were being.  I know that Jimmy intended to



            19   give me children what they were supposed to get.



            20       Q    Well, how do you know that?



            21       A    I know it because he said it so many



            22   times.  He said it so many times.  He said it so



            23   many times to them.  We got to get together so I



            24   can get this thing -- the stuff y'all are



            25   supposed to get.  How come he never got to it?
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             1   I don't know.



             2       Q    Well, how do you know he didn't get to



             3   it if you don't know what his Will said?



             4       A    I don't know.  I don't think he did.



             5   You know all this, why you asking me all this



             6   stuff?



             7       Q    Well, ma'am, it's my job to do that.



             8   That's --



             9       A    Well, it is?  To make somebody really



            10   irritable and crazy?



            11       Q    Well, if --



            12       A    And -- and for nothing --



            13       Q    If that's my job --



            14       A    -- nothing.



            15       Q    -- I need a raise because I know I'm



            16   good at that.  But I'm really supposed to be



            17   fleshing out these issues --



            18       A    Well --



            19       Q    -- in this case.



            20       A    -- I just think you're wasting your



            21   time.  Okay?



            22       Q    Yeah.  Ma'am, we've been sued.



            23       A    Huh?



            24       Q    We have been sued.  We didn't bring any



            25   lawsuit.  We defended one.
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             1            MR. GHOM:  Object to the form.



             2            THE WITNESS:  What?



             3  BY MR. TWOMBLEY:



             4       Q    In any event, let me ask you this.



             5            You say Jimmy said this, that was your



             6   testimony, right?



             7       A    He said this when?  What?



             8       Q    He said he was going to leave some



             9   stuff for the boys?



            10       A    Yes.



            11       Q    Okay.



            12       A    I don't know how many times he said it.



            13       Q    Okay.



            14       A    I don't know what happened.



            15       Q    Is it your understanding that when



            16   someone dies, that we ask people what they said



            17   as opposed to looking at what they put in their



            18   Last Will and Testament?



            19       A    Is there any understanding that this



            20   can be contested?



            21       Q    Well, you can contest about anything



            22   these days.



            23            But I'm asking you:  Are you aware of



            24   the fact that when someone dies --



            25       A    Yeah, I know what you're talking about.
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             1       Q    Everybody in the world can say --



             2       A    Just don't ask me that.  Okay?  You're



             3   making me really mad.



             4       Q    Well, you know, I'm defending the



             5   arguments that have been made.



             6       A    I'm just -- you know, I knew this was



             7   going to happen before I got here.  Okay?  You



             8   knew what you were going to do.



             9       Q    Well, don't you --



            10       A    I knew what you were going to do.



            11       Q    Well, don't you think that's a point



            12   that a court should consider, is not what you



            13   say somebody said or somebody else says somebody



            14   said, but what they went to their lawyer and



            15   wrote down on a piece of paper as their Last



            16   Will and Testament?



            17       A    Just like I said, it can be contested.



            18       Q    Well, I know it can be contested.  I'm



            19   trying to figure out if there's any merit --



            20       A    You've figured --



            21       Q    -- to the contest.



            22       A    -- everything out.  You don't need to



            23   ask me anything else.  I don't know.  This has



            24   nothing to do with me.  I didn't ask for



            25   anything.  All I'm asking is for my children.
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             1   That's it.  I'm not asking for anything from her



             2   for me.



             3       Q    But this is your agreement that you



             4   negotiated and executed with Jimmy in 1977;



             5   correct?



             6       A    Yes.  It's got my signature on it.  If



             7   it's got my signature on it, I must have agreed



             8   to it.



             9            Why do you keep asking me the same



            10   thing over and over?



            11       Q    Is there any -- well, tell me what



            12   else, if anything, you remember about any



            13   discussions with Jimmy, the lawyers, or anybody



            14   else about what this fifth provision in this



            15   agreement means and how it's supposed to



            16   operate.



            17       A    I can't tell you that.  I'm not a



            18   lawyer, thank God.  I don't know.



            19       Q    Well, ma'am, there's nobody else alive



            20   who was even there.  I mean, if you can't tell



            21   us anything about it, I mean, how we going to



            22   figure it out?



            23       A    Figure what out?



            24       Q    What it means and how it's supposed to



            25   work?
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             1            MR. GHOM:  Object to the form of



             2      the question.  You're now arguing.



             3            THE WITNESS:  I don't know.  I



             4      don't know.  How is it supposed to



             5      work?  Can you tell me that?



             6  BY MR. TWOMBLEY:



             7       Q    I don't think you'd like my answer.



             8            But, in any event, I will represent to



             9   you --



            10       A    No, you don't represent me.



            11       Q    I will represent to you --



            12            MR. TWOMBLEY:  Will you get



            13      Jimmy's Last Will submitted for



            14      probate?



            15            THE WITNESS:  You're making my



            16      heart race.



            17  BY MR. TWOMBLEY:



            18       Q    Well, if you need to take break, we can



            19   take a break.  But it's --



            20       A    It's not going to do any good.  I'll



            21   come back in here --



            22            (Crosstalk.)



            23  BY MR. TWOMBLEY:



            24       Q    My heart's racing --



            25       A    I'll come back in here and the same
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             1   thing's going to start again.



             2       Q    Okay.



             3       A    I can only take so much.  I'm been up



             4   since 6:00.  It's almost 3:00 now.



             5       Q    I got you.  If you'll answer my



             6   specific question, it'll probably take a lot



             7   less long with it.



             8            Let me just tell you, we'll get you a



             9   copy and show it to you.  But I'm representing



            10   to you that way before the time Jimmy died, he



            11   executed a Will that left everything to Paula.



            12       A    Okay.  So it did.  What about it?



            13       Q    Okay.  So are you -- well, I'm trying



            14   to figure out what it is you think Paula did



            15   wrong.



            16            What do you think she did wrong?



            17       A    That is really -- you're going to ask



            18   me that question, what she did wrong?



            19       Q    Yeah, yeah.



            20       A    She came in, broke up my marriage.



            21       Q    Okay.



            22       A    Okay?  That's one thing.



            23       Q    I got that.  I might agree with you on



            24   that one.  But go ahead.  What else?  Broke up a



            25   marriage.
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             1       A    She came in and just scooped everything



             2   out like that's all that she cared about anyway.



             3       Q    Scooped everything out?



             4       A    I don't think she cared about Jimmy.



             5       Q    Did not care about Jimmy.



             6       A    No, I don't really think so, some



             7   things I've heard.



             8       Q    What else?  I want to know what you



             9   think Paula has done so wrong by following and



            10   honoring what Jimmy put down in his Last Will



            11   and Testament?



            12       A    She should be willing to do the right



            13   thing, and that's to give my children -- just



            14   like her dad said, the children should get



            15   something.  The boys.  The boys.



            16       Q    Should be willing to give --



            17       A    I mean, she should be --



            18       Q    -- my children?



            19       A    What kind of person is she?  I thought



            20   she was a nice person.  I was wrong, I guess.



            21       Q    All right.  What else?  What else do



            22   you contend Paula has done wrong with respect to



            23   --



            24       A    I just can't remember.



            25       Q    With respect to your ex-husband's
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             1   estate?



             2       A    Well, it was okay for me to come -- it



             3   was okay for me to leave Johns Island at 6:00 in



             4   the morning in the dark to come all the way up



             5   to get there at 7:00 to stay with Tony and watch



             6   Tony so they could go to work.  That was real



             7   nice of me, don't you think?



             8       Q    It was very nice.



             9       A    Yes, I think so.



            10       Q    What I want to know is what you contend



            11   Paula did wrong.



            12            Is there anything else you can tell me



            13   with respect to Jimmy's estate --



            14       A    What did she do right, is what I want



            15   to know?



            16       Q    -- what do you believe Paula did wrong?



            17            Listen, I'm happy for you to ask me



            18   these rhetorical questions.  It's going to take



            19   ten times as long.  But I'm going to stay here



            20   until midnight if I have to.



            21            I would ask you, please list for me,



            22   anything else that you believe Paula Strobel has



            23   done wrong related to Jimmy's estate?



            24       A    Well, she was very -- I can't think of



            25   the word for it.  Well, one of the things, you
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             1   know, I gave Nicky my mother's furniture, which



             2   I guess dated back in the '30s or '40, something



             3   like that.  And Nicky -- he wasn't able to use



             4   that kind of furnishings.  She's like, well,



             5   I'll take it for you.



             6            She got my mother's furniture in there,



             7   in her house, and it didn't make any difference



             8   to her whose it was, if it was my mother's.  She



             9   took it.  And a very selfish person, that's what



            10   I'll say.  She's very selfish.  That's enough



            11   right there.



            12       Q    Now, I got to get everything.



            13            So she's got your mother's furniture



            14   that Tony didn't want.  She --



            15       A    I said she's selfish.  Selfish.



            16       Q    Selfish.  All right.  What else?



            17       A    And I remember when I was in there



            18   with -- staying with Tony, I was trying to



            19   straighten up his room a little bit, you know,



            20   and I think she noticed that maybe something was



            21   not -- maybe something was not right or



            22   something.  She told -- told Tony to tell me to



            23   quit.  I wasn't doing anything wrong, I was just



            24   straightening things up.  I mean, you couldn't



            25   touch anything of hers.
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             1       Q    Notice something wasn't right and told



             2   Tony to quit.



             3            Anything else?



             4       A    I can't remember.



             5       Q    My question's about --



             6       A    I got to think about it a little bit.



             7       Q    -- Jimmy's estate.



             8            Is there anything else you think she's



             9   done wrong about Jimmy's estate?



            10       A    Jimmy's estate, what are were talking



            11   about, when we divorced or when --



            12       Q    Well, you're right.  You didn't know --



            13       A    After?



            14       Q    I'm going to give you a copy.



            15            MR. TWOMBLEY:  We'll mark this as



            16      Exhibit 3.  This is his Last Will and



            17      Testament of Jimmy Strobel.



            18               (Whereupon, Exhibit



            19               Number 3 was marked for



            20               identification.)



            21  BY MR. TWOMBLEY:



            22       Q    That was executed in 2003.



            23            Have you ever seen that document



            24   before?



            25       A    2003?
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             1       Q    Um-hmm.



             2       A    No.



             3       Q    Okay.



             4       A    I've never seen that.  I've never seen



             5   that.



             6       Q    Do you know of any -- anything wrong



             7   with Jimmy in 2003 or any reason why he couldn't



             8   go to a lawyer and have a Will done?



             9       A    I don't think anything about his --



            10   his -- anything about -- all I know is I know he



            11   had to take dialysis, and that's all I know.



            12       Q    I guess so my question is:  Do you know



            13   of any reason --



            14       A    No, I don't.



            15       Q    -- of why he couldn't go to a lawyer



            16   and --



            17       A    No.



            18       Q    -- strike out a final Will?



            19       A    I don't know.  I -- I have no idea.



            20       Q    Do you have any reason to believe that



            21   this was not what Jimmy signed in 2003 directing



            22   as to what should happen to his estate?



            23            You take as much time as you need.  But



            24   I just want to make sure you understand the



            25   question, which is:  Do you know of any reason
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             1   why this is not a valid Last Will and Testament



             2   that Jimmy executed saying what he wanted to



             3   happen with all his stuff when he dies?



             4       A    Okay.



             5       Q    Do you know of any reason why that is



             6   not Mr. --



             7       A    Wait a minute.



             8            MR. GHOM:  Ashley, that exhibit,



             9      what number?



            10            MR. TWOMBLEY:  3.



            11            THE WITNESS:  I get it.



            12  BY MR. TWOMBLEY:



            13       Q    You get it?



            14       A    Yeah.



            15       Q    Well, can you answer my question?  Do



            16   you know of any reason why that's not a copy of



            17   what Jimmy Strobel wanted to happen with his



            18   estate?



            19       A    Yes.  It's a copy of what he wanted to



            20   happen.



            21       Q    Okay.



            22       A    I can just see his mother and dad now.



            23       Q    You said you can see your mother and



            24   daddy now?



            25       A    Um-hmm.
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             1       Q    You don't think they would like what he



             2   did here?



             3       A    No.



             4       Q    But you don't have any reason to -- or



             5   you don't deny that this is what he went to his



             6   lawyer and told his lawyer he wanted, right?



             7       A    I see what's there, but --



             8       Q    His parents wouldn't be happy with it?



             9       A    No.  His parents would just definitely



            10   be outraged.



            11       Q    Let me guess --



            12       A    Hmm?



            13       Q    Let me guess --



            14       A    Let you guess?



            15       Q    -- ... they're dead, too?



            16       A    They're rolling over in their graves,



            17   though.



            18       Q    Okay.  Is there anybody alive we can



            19   talk to other than you and the people who want



            20   all this money?



            21            MR. GHOM:  Object to the form.



            22            THE WITNESS:  What?



            23  BY MR. TWOMBLEY:



            24       Q    Is there anyone else that's alive other



            25   than the people who stand to financially benefit

�                                                             166

















             1   from saying that his parents would roll over in



             2   their graves?  Anybody else that we can talk to?



             3            MR. GHOM:  Object to form.



             4            THE WITNESS:  Nobody left, really.



             5      Maybe their cousins.  They've got some



             6      cousins that would really feel the same



             7      way, I'm sure.  They would probably



             8      just faint.



             9  BY MR. TWOMBLEY:



            10       Q    Faint because Jimmy --



            11       A    Yeah.



            12       Q    -- did something --



            13       A    Yeah.



            14       Q    -- that they don't agree with and you



            15   don't agree with?



            16       A    They would not agree with it at all.



            17       Q    Well, let me ask you this.



            18            I mean, do you -- do agree that under



            19   South Carolina law, children are not entitled to



            20   a dime from their parents?



            21       A    I know South Carolina law states, from



            22   what I understand.



            23       Q    Okay.  Well, then you should be able to



            24   agree with that statement.  You know --



            25       A    States --
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             1            (Crosstalk.)



             2  BY MR. TWOMBLEY:



             3       Q    -- the South Carolina law --



             4       A    Somebody I know that's not from here



             5   says it states.  I don't know that.  I didn't



             6   know it was so bad.



             7       Q    Well, I mean, do you think that parents



             8   should be required to leave their children?



             9       A    I think -- yes, I do.  Jesus said it.



            10       Q    Well, God, if --



            11       A    Jesus said it.



            12       Q    -- Jesus said it, it must have been --



            13       A    A man --



            14       Q    It must be right.



            15       A    -- does not leave his children anything



            16   is not worth a dime.  The last part, I wasn't



            17   sure.  But man that doesn't leave his children



            18   something is -- if you search for the last part,



            19   you'll find it.



            20       Q    I want to draw your attention to Item 4



            21   and 5 of this Will.



            22       A    Oh, shut up.



            23       Q    I give and -- I know it's tough to look



            24   at these facts, but we got to do it.



            25            I give and bequeath all my personal and
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             1   household affects, et cetera, et cetera, to my



             2   wife, Paula Strobel.



             3       A    I saw that.



             4       Q    Okay.



             5       A    Um-hmm.  And if she died, then the kids



             6   would get it.



             7       Q    All right.  Do you believe that when



             8   Jimmy died, he wanted Paula to have all of --



             9       A    No, I don't.



            10       Q    You don't?



            11       A    No.



            12       Q    Why?  Why do you say --



            13       A    I just can't believe he'd do something



            14   like that.



            15       Q    Other than the fact that you personally



            16   can't believe it, do you have any other support



            17   for the fact that that's not what Jimmy --



            18       A    No, I have no support for that at all.



            19       Q    Okay.  Item 5 says, "I give, devise and



            20   bequest all the rest, residue, and remainder of



            21   my property of every kind and description



            22   wherever situate, wherever acquired before or



            23   after the execution of this Will absolutely to



            24   my wife" --



            25       A    I've already road it.
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             1       Q    -- Paula Strobel.



             2       A    I read it.



             3       Q    Do you know of any reason why he



             4   couldn't leave everything to his wife, Paula



             5   Strobel?



             6       A    I can't believe it in my heart.



             7       Q    Other than you can't believe it in --



             8       A    In my head --



             9       Q    -- your heart --



            10       A    -- I can see it, but in my heart, I



            11   can't.



            12       Q    Okay.  Other than that, do you know of



            13   any reason why he couldn't do that?



            14       A    If that's the law, that's the law.  But



            15   it can be contested.



            16       Q    If you've got reasonable grounds, you



            17   can.  Let me ask you this.



            18            If that's what Jimmy put down on his



            19   paperwork --



            20       A    It's not what he intended.



            21       Q    -- if you don't have -- well, what's



            22   your support for what he intended?  Were you



            23   there when he executed this Will?



            24       A    Well, I was told that just before he



            25   died, that they had to get together to do -- to
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             1   get their part of the estate, and they never got



             2   together.  I don't know why he didn't do it.  He



             3   died before he could do it.  I don't know.



             4   Maybe that's it.



             5       Q    Okay.  But my question to you is:  In



             6   2003 when this document was signed --



             7       A    Um-hmm.



             8       Q    -- I don't know what happened after



             9   that.  But do you disagree that Jimmy wrote down



            10   on this paper with the assistance of a lawyer --



            11       A    That's what it is, if it's there.  What



            12   am I going to do?



            13       Q    So I'm trying to still figure out why



            14   you're upset with Paula.



            15       A    Why I'm upset with Paula?



            16       Q    Yeah.



            17       A    Because I would think she would be a



            18   person that would do the right thing by giving



            19   the children what they rightfully should get.



            20   Why do you -- why would you think I wouldn't be



            21   upset about that?



            22       Q    Well, I -- I don't deny that you think



            23   that.  But somebody else might thing



            24   differently, right?



            25       A    Well, I don't think so.
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             1       Q    You don't think so?



             2       A    No.



             3       Q    Everybody's got to think like you?



             4       A    Yeah.  I think that --



             5       Q    Okay.



             6       A    -- anybody that's associated with them



             7   would think like me.



             8       Q    What if somebody's just greedy and



             9   money hungry and they don't want --



            10       A    What?



            11       Q    What if they're just greedy and they're



            12   not a good person and they don't want to leave



            13   anything?



            14       A    Yeah.  Well, there are a lot of bad



            15   people.  But I don't know any of them.  I didn't



            16   know any of them.



            17       Q    I mean, are you aware of any reason, in



            18   2003 when Jimmy Strobel died, that if he



            19   intended and wanted these kids to receive



            20   something from his estate, why he couldn't have



            21   told his lawyer, instead of typing in Paula



            22   Strobel right there, I want you to put in the



            23   names of the kids?



            24       A    I'm not going to answer that question



            25   because you know what it is.
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             1       Q    Well, I do.  But what about the jury



             2   that's going to decide this case?



             3       A    The jury's going -- the jury's going to



             4   know.



             5       Q    Okay.  Are you aware of any reason why



             6   he couldn't have told his lawyer that?



             7       A    I don't know.



             8       Q    Okay.



             9       A    I have no idea.



            10       Q    All right.  What's this business about



            11   somebody told you that he said something before



            12   he died and he was going to do something to



            13   get -- what is that about?



            14       A    Well, it's about what my children told



            15   me.  My children told me that.



            16       Q    Told you what?



            17       A    They told me that he wanted them to get



            18   together.



            19       Q    He wanted who to get together?



            20       A    He wanted my children to get together



            21   with him so he could give them what he was going



            22   to give them.



            23       Q    Well, why didn't he do it?



            24       A    I don't know.  I don't know.  Maybe he



            25   was guilty of something, about being sick and
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             1   Paula having to take care of him.  I don't know



             2   why he didn't think about his poor child in a



             3   wheelchair.  God knows I don't understand it at



             4   all.  It's beyond me.  It's beyond my -- it's



             5   beyond me.  I don't know how you feel.  If you



             6   had this -- if you were in my place, would you



             7   think this was right?



             8       Q    Well, if it was my ex-wife who had done



             9   all these things to me and ruined my life, I'd



            10   probably be in here saying stuff like that, too,



            11   because I was too close to the situation and



            12   couldn't objective about it and I was speaking



            13   with emotion and the history of being upset,



            14   so...



            15       A    You got children?



            16       Q    Yeah.  I got two.  And they're not



            17   entitled to a thing of mine.  And whether I give



            18   them a dime or everything I got will be solely



            19   up to me.



            20       A    Well, sure.  It'd be solely up to you,



            21   up to you.



            22       Q    And what's the law provides.



            23       A    And you don't want to give them



            24   anything?



            25       Q    It depends on how they behave
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             1   themselves.



             2       A    I'm sure they're not bad.



             3       Q    If they show their tails, I don't give



             4   them a thing.



             5       A    Well, mine have been wonderful



             6   children.  They've been wonderful.  No problems.



             7       Q    Let me ask you this.



             8            Do you -- do you have an e-mail



             9   address?



            10       A    Yes, I do.



            11       Q    What is that e-mail address?



            12       A    Zoogletree, Z-O-O-G-L-E-T-R-E-E



            13   @Gmail.com.  Somebody gave me that.  I thought



            14   it was kind of cool.



            15       Q    Do you use it?



            16       A    Um-hmm.



            17       Q    Do you use it?



            18       A    Yeah.



            19       Q    Okay.  What about, do you do text



            20   messages?



            21       A    Text is better for me.



            22       Q    Okay.  I knew you were going to be a



            23   texter.



            24            What's your phone number?



            25       A    I don't have too many people to talk
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             1   to.



             2       Q    What's your phone number?



             3       A    (843) 452-4051.



             4       Q    Who is that with, Verizon or --



             5       A    US Mobile.



             6       Q    In between the time that this agreement



             7   was signed by you and Jimmy on March the 4th of



             8   1977 --



             9       A    Just before, you said?



            10       Q    Well, in between time, the day it was



            11   signed --



            12       A    Right.



            13       Q    -- and the day Jimmy died, did you ever



            14   ask him to show you a copy of an Irrevocable



            15   Will leaving $25,000 or 50 percent of his



            16   estate, whichever's greater --



            17       A    Did I say anything to him about it



            18   before he died?



            19       Q    Yeah.



            20       A    No.  I don't even know that was in



            21   there.  I didn't know it was in there.  You



            22   expect me to remember all this stuff from



            23   40-something years ago, what it was?



            24       Q    But you said you didn't even remember



            25   that was in there?
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             1       A    No.  I don't remember.



             2       Q    Do you know if it's effective?  I mean,



             3   if it's enforceable?



             4            MR. DAVID:  Object to the form.



             5            THE WITNESS:  Well, if --



             6            MR. GHOM:  Same objection.



             7            THE WITNESS:  It's not relevant



             8      now to me.  It's -- I mean, that's just



             9      -- it's not the way it is now.



            10  BY MR. TWOMBLEY:



            11       Q    Do you believe that this agreement you



            12   signed with Jimmy is valid and enforceable?



            13            MR. GHOM:  Object to the form.



            14            THE WITNESS:  Yes, I guess it is.



            15      I would think it would be.  I mean, I



            16      signed it.  It's -- and whoever signed



            17      it, the lawyers or whoever signed it.



            18  BY MR. TWOMBLEY:



            19       Q    And you want it enforced, right?



            20       A    Um-hmm.



            21       Q    You want it enforced?



            22       A    Did I want it enforced?



            23       Q    You want it enforced now?



            24       A    I don't know what you mean.



            25       Q    Well, you want the court to follow this
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             1   provision in this agreement; correct?



             2       A    I guess.  I don't know.  I don't know.



             3   I don't know.  I don't know what you mean.  I



             4   don't know what -- I don't know what that means.



             5       Q    Well, don't you want --



             6       A    I mean, I don't know if something



             7   enforced from how many years back to that, would



             8   that be -- I mean -- and everything's changed



             9   since then.  Everything has changed since then.



            10       Q    How has it changed since then?



            11       A    I don't know.



            12       Q    Let me ask you this.



            13            What was your intent when you signed



            14   this agreement and included this provision in it



            15   that we've been talking about?



            16       A    My intent?  I thought we were just



            17   signing to get -- I don't know if that -- is



            18   that a separation agreement or divorce



            19   agreement?  I mean, if it was -- if we were



            20   going to divorce, I guess that's what I wanted.



            21   That's when we agreed upon we would do.



            22       Q    Well, did you ever take any steps in



            23   between 1977 and when Jimmy died to see if he



            24   had done what he was supposed to do?



            25       A    No.  I should have.  I made my mistake
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             1   right there.  I should have got him and said,



             2   what are you going to give the kids, when are



             3   you going to sign for the kids?  When are you



             4   going do it?  I should have done it.  I regret



             5   that.  I really made a mistake.  Maybe he would



             6   have done something.  Yeah.



             7       Q    Well, do you think if you would have --



             8       A    I don't -- you know, I mean, have any



             9   idea he wasn't going to do anything.  I mean --



            10       Q    Well, do you remember earlier when we



            11   talked about these legal proceedings that took



            12   place after this agreement was signed?



            13       A    Do I remember what?



            14       Q    Do you remember where he was accusing



            15   you of breaching this agreement, picking up



            16   shrubs and harassing and doing all those other



            17   things?



            18            MR. GHOM:  Object to the form.



            19            THE WITNESS:  God.  I don't



            20      remember all that stuff.  Picking up



            21      shrubs.



            22  BY MR. TWOMBLEY:



            23       Q    Why do you think that's funny?  Why do



            24   you think that's funny?



            25       A    You don't think it's funny?  I was
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             1   picking up shrubs.  Look like he would have



             2   said, take everything you want, you planted it,



             3   take it.



             4       Q    Well, no, I don't think it's funny.



             5       A    I mean, what else did I take?  I mean,



             6   what else was I taking?  I was taking a plant?



             7   I don't remember that.  And what else did I do?



             8       Q    Well, there's a whole list of things.



             9   Do you want to go through it again?



            10       A    What?  What?



            11       Q    The important thing he says is you



            12   weren't following this agreement.



            13       A    Oh, God.  I did everything I could do



            14   for my children.



            15       Q    Then what was Jimmy talking about?



            16       A    I don't know.



            17       Q    You don't know?



            18       A    You said I was stealing plants.



            19       Q    And, again, you don't know how that



            20   litigation ultimately concluded; correct?



            21       A    I don't know.  I can't remember that



            22   stuff.



            23       Q    Let me show you a couple more things.



            24   Take a break and see where we are.  I think



            25   we're getting close towards the end.
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             1       A    How many more questions you going to



             2   ask me?  I'm getting tired and I'm not feeling



             3   well now.  You've made me not feel well at all.



             4       Q    Well, anytime you need to take a break,



             5   this is not an endurance contest.



             6       A    Break ain't going to work.  I want to



             7   go home.  This is just ridiculous.



             8       Q    I know you don't like it.



             9       A    No, I don't like it at all.



            10       Q    This is it right here.



            11       A    Um-hmm.



            12       Q    All right.  Let me -- earlier in this



            13   case, we sent you some questions to answer.



            14            Do you remember --



            15       A    When?



            16       Q    -- receiving those questions?



            17       A    When?



            18       Q    Earlier in this case.  This would have



            19   been in the past few months, we sent you some



            20   questions to answer.



            21            Do you remember answering them?



            22       A    I don't remember anything like that.  I



            23   had another life.  I got remarried in 1980.  I



            24   wasn't looking at what Jimmy was doing.



            25               (Whereupon, Exhibit
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             1               Number 4 was marked for



             2               identification.)



             3  BY MR. TWOMBLEY:



             4       Q    I'm going to show you what I'm going to



             5   mark, first of all, as Plaintiff's Exhibit



             6   Number 4.  This is a copy of a petition that was



             7   filed against you and I want to ask you if you



             8   would, please, to turn -- the part I want to ask



             9   you about starts on page 24.



            10            MR. GHOM:  Ashley, do you have an



            11      extra copy?



            12            MR. TWOMBLEY:  Yeah, right there.



            13      It's just her answer.



            14            MR. GHOM:  You can keep it, Danny.



            15  BY MR. TWOMBLEY:



            16       Q    Can you turn to page 24?



            17       A    Oh, 24.



            18       Q    Do you see these answers that were put



            19   here beside these questions?



            20       A    Um-hmm.



            21       Q    Do you remember receiving these



            22   questions and having to put an answer down?



            23            My question -- I know you may be



            24   reading through all this and don't understand



            25   it, but I have a very basic question.
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             1            Do you remember receiving this document



             2   and providing answers to the --



             3       A    From you?



             4       Q    From me.



             5       A    I don't remember what it said now.



             6       Q    Well, let's start with 157.  The



             7   parties to this action, including all interested



             8   parties, and now Zoie Ogletree as a party,



             9   recognized Paula Strobel as the spouse --



            10       A    I see.



            11       Q    -- of the decedent.  And somebody put



            12   denied there.



            13            Do you deny that throughout Paula and



            14   Jimmy's life, that you acknowledged and



            15   recognized that they were husband and wife?



            16       A    I guess so.



            17       Q    Well, why -- who put denied right here?



            18       A    Where is that?



            19            (Reading sotto voce.)



            20            I don't remember you sending me this.



            21   I know that their half sister sued me for



            22   something.  I don't know what that was about.



            23       Q    Well, that's -- that's -- that might be



            24   what this is, what --



            25       A    Well --
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             1       Q    -- you're talking about.



             2       A    I don't think this is it.



             3       Q    Well, let me ask you this.



             4            Do you deny that Paula and Jimmy were



             5   recognized by you as a married couple?



             6       A    Yes.



             7       Q    You -- you --



             8       A    I mean --



             9       Q    You --



            10       A    I mean, I know they were a married



            11   couple.



            12       Q    Okay.  And you recognized that



            13   marriage?



            14       A    Uh-huh.



            15       Q    Okay.  So you don't deny that?



            16       A    No.



            17       Q    158, Paula Strobel was employed for



            18   over 30 years and her income was used to pay for



            19   mortgages, bills, improvements, and other



            20   maintenance associated with the real property



            21   owned by Paula Strobel and Jimmy.



            22            Do you deny that?



            23       A    Say it again.



            24       Q    That Paula worked, made money --



            25       A    Um-hmm.
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             1       Q    -- and that she and Jimmy used the



             2   money that Paula made to take care of the things



             3   that they owned?



             4       A    Yeah, I agree.



             5       Q    Well, why does it say -- it says it's



             6   admitted that Paula was in the same employ and



             7   the decedent for many years.  Remainder is



             8   denied.



             9       A    Remainder?  Well, I know he and Paula



            10   worked at the same place.



            11       Q    And that Paula made money?



            12       A    Yeah, Paula made money.



            13       Q    That money would go into a bank account



            14   for Jimmy and Paula, right?



            15       A    Um-hmm.



            16       Q    And then they would use that money to



            17   pay mortgages and pay bills and to do other



            18   things?



            19       A    Well, I guess they did.



            20       Q    Well, of course they did.  I'm



            21   trying --



            22       A    Of course, they did.



            23       Q    Then why did some --



            24            MR. GHOM:  Object to form.



            25            (Crosstalk.)
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             1  BY MR. TWOMBLEY:



             2       Q    Then why did someone put down denied



             3   here?  That's what I'm trying to figure out, so



             4   you and I -- we're on the wave -- wave length.



             5       A    I -- I --



             6       Q    I'm trying to figure out who filled



             7   this thing out.



             8       A    I don't deny that they made money and



             9   did things with it.



            10       Q    Yeah.  Like pay mortgages?



            11       A    Yeah.



            12       Q    Pay their bills?



            13       A    Uh-huh.



            14       Q    Improve their --



            15            MR. GHOM:  Object to form.



            16  BY MR. TWOMBLEY:



            17       Q    -- their property --



            18            MR. GHOM:  Lacks foundation.



            19  BY MR. TWOMBLEY:



            20       Q    -- right?



            21       A    And what?



            22       Q    Improve their property?



            23       A    Yeah.



            24       Q    And maintain the property?



            25       A    I guess they would.
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             1       Q    Well, of course.  Got that one done.



             2   All right.



             3       A    Well --



             4       Q    Do you --



             5       A    -- I think they could have done better



             6   on some things.



             7       Q    Let's go to the next one.



             8            Paula also provided support to the



             9   decedent -- that's Jimmy -- so that he could



            10   spend time improving and maintaining the



            11   property owned by him.



            12            Do you deny that Paula supported Jimmy,



            13   helped took care of the kids and that freed



            14   Jimmy up to do some other things?



            15       A    Yes.



            16       Q    Including take care of his properties;



            17   correct?



            18       A    Um-hmm.  I guess they did the best they



            19   could, I think.  Maybe not.  Well, I think some



            20   of the property could have been taken care of



            21   better than they did.



            22       Q    They probably could have.



            23       A    Hmm?



            24       Q    Probably could have been taken care of



            25   better?
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             1       A    I think they could have taken care of



             2   some of the stuff they had better.



             3       Q    Throughout your life, do you hold



             4   yourself out as the wife of Ollie Moore



             5   Ogletree?



             6       A    What?



             7       Q    Did you hold yourself out as being



             8   married to Ollie Ogletree?



             9       A    I was married to Ollie Ogletree.



            10       Q    And you told people that you were



            11   married to him, right?



            12       A    Well, yeah.



            13       Q    Of course.  Just shout them on out when



            14   you know the answer.  We're making some progress



            15   here now.



            16            When Ollie died, you went to the



            17   probate court and told the probate court you



            18   were his wife; correct?



            19       A    Yeah.



            20       Q    Yeah.  And the court relied on that



            21   representation?



            22            MR. GHOM:  Object to the form.



            23  BY MR. TWOMBLEY:



            24       Q    Okay.  Yeah.



            25       A    I guess so.  I don't remember.

�                                                             188

















             1       Q    All right.  Now, you're going to have



             2   to help me with this one because I can't make



             3   heads nor tails of it.  Tell me what's going on



             4   in paragraph 165.



             5       A    I don't really understand what that



             6   says.  The parties of this action, including all



             7   interested parties --



             8       Q    All right.



             9       A    -- recognize Paula Strobel --



            10       Q    I'm going to tell you what I think.  It



            11   says --



            12       A    What's Paula Strobel got to do with my



            13   marriage?



            14       Q    -- the parties to this action -- that'd



            15   be you, your children, Paula, Doddy, recognized



            16   Paula as the spouse of Jimmy.



            17       A    Yeah.



            18       Q    As you responded, Ogletree had already



            19   remarried prior to 2003.



            20            Didn't you remarry prior to 2003?  It



            21   was like in 1980, right?



            22       A    Right.  Yeah.



            23       Q    All right.  Now this says, see below.



            24            See below what?  Why didn't you just



            25   put admit?
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             1       A    What is this, anyway?  What is this?



             2       Q    Well, let me just -- since you asked



             3   me --



             4       A    I mean, what -- what is this?



             5       Q    Normally, we send documents like this



             6   in a lawsuit so we don't have to come to



             7   depositions like this and spend so much basic



             8   time, you know, kind of figuring out what



             9   party's positions are.  I never seen anything



            10   like that in my life.



            11       A    Well, I don't know what is it.



            12       Q    Well, I don't either.  I mean, I know



            13   it says it's your answer.  I mean, this is what



            14   was filed on your behalf in court.



            15       A    Filed in court about what?  His death?



            16       Q    The undersigned Michael Dupree --



            17   that's one of your lawyers, right?



            18       A    Um-hmm.



            19       Q    Michael Dupree, LLC.  The attached is



            20   being served on October the 24th on your behalf.



            21   This is your document filed in court to outline



            22   what your position is.



            23       A    About what?



            24       Q    About this whole dispute.



            25       A    I don't know you're talking about.  I
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             1   don't know that is.  I don't have any idea.  I



             2   mean, it's just -- I can read Greek, but I can't



             3   read that.



             4       Q    Do you remember anybody reading this to



             5   you before and --



             6       A    No.



             7       Q    -- trying to determine what your



             8   answers were?



             9       A    No.



            10       Q    Were you -- it's true, is it not, that



            11   prior to this lawsuit being filed, that you



            12   talked to your boys about it?



            13       A    Talked my boys about it?  What is it?



            14       Q    About the fact that there was going to



            15   be a lawsuit filed in court to challenge the



            16   Will --



            17       A    Yeah.



            18       Q    -- correct?



            19            Y'all talked about it --



            20       A    Yeah.



            21       Q    -- you don't deny that, do you?



            22       A    No.



            23       Q    And you knew they were going to do it,



            24   right?



            25       A    Yes.
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             1       Q    Okay.  And you wanted them to do it to



             2   get what you believe they're entitled to, right?



             3       A    Well, of course.



             4       Q    Yeah.  I know I'm jumping around a



             5   little bit, but I want to go back to the



             6   divorce.



             7            How did you and Jimmy ultimately get



             8   divorced?



             9       A    How?



            10       Q    How?



            11            MR. GHOM:  Object to the form.



            12            THE WITNESS:  Well, I guess we



            13      went to -- Jimmy was already -- he got



            14      another lawyer and...



            15  BY MR. TWOMBLEY:



            16       Q    And that's how you believe that y'all



            17   got divorced?



            18       A    That's the way we divorced, I guess,



            19   isn't it?  I guess.



            20       Q    And just so we're clear, that's the



            21   document signed here is Plaintiff's Exhibit



            22   Number 1; correct?



            23            MR. GHOM:  Object to the form.



            24            THE WITNESS:  Yeah, this is the



            25      one we read before?
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             1  BY MR. TWOMBLEY:



             2       Q    Yes.



             3       A    Yes.



             4       Q    That's what you're talking about;



             5   correct?



             6       A    Uh-huh.



             7       Q    There's an allegation in this case --



             8       A    Say what?



             9       Q    There's an allegation in the case --



            10       A    Uh-huh.



            11       Q    -- that after you Jimmy signed that



            12   agreement that you thought that constituted a



            13   divorce --



            14            MR. GHOM:  Object to form.



            15  BY MR. TWOMBLEY:



            16       Q    -- that --



            17       A    This is nuts.



            18       Q    Well, that's what you just testified,



            19   that --



            20       A    Well, what are you asking me that for



            21   again?



            22       Q    Well, I'm just trying to be helpful.



            23       A    Why are you asking me about this stupid



            24   divorce that was in 1977?  What's that got to do



            25   with this?  What's it got to do with what I
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             1   expect and want?



             2       Q    You'll -- you'll have to talk to your



             3   attorney about that, ma'am.  It's got everything



             4   to do with this, about what you expect and want.



             5            In any event, there's an allegation



             6   that after that, Jimmy went to the Dominican



             7   Republic.



             8            Are you aware of that?



             9       A    No.



            10       Q    Did you know he was going to go to the



            11   Dominican Republic?



            12       A    No.



            13       Q    All right.



            14       A    He must have had a trip over there.



            15       Q    I'm sorry?



            16       A    Deed he have a trip over there for



            17   something?



            18       Q    Well, I don't know --



            19       A    A business trip?



            20       Q    -- I was barely born.



            21            This is my question to you, and I want



            22   to make sure you understand this and answer it



            23   very carefully.



            24            Did you sign documents at Messervy's



            25   office?
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             1       A    Messervy's office?



             2       Q    The lawyer.



             3       A    Uh-huh.



             4       Q    So that Jimmy could go down to the



             5   Dominican Republic?



             6       A    No.



             7            MR. GHOM:  Object to the form.



             8            THE WITNESS:  I didn't sign papers



             9      for him to go to the Dominican



            10      Republic.



            11  BY MR. TWOMBLEY:



            12       Q    Okay.  So it's your testimony under



            13   oath that you had no knowledge that Jimmy was



            14   going to go to the Dominican Republic after this



            15   agreement was signed?



            16       A    No.



            17       Q    And if there are some documents down



            18   there that have got your signature on them,



            19   you're telling us that'd be a forgery because



            20   you didn't sign them?



            21            MR. GHOM:  Object to form.



            22            THE WITNESS:  I didn't sign



            23      anything about him going to the



            24      Dominican Republic.



            25
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             1  BY MR. TWOMBLEY:



             2       Q    So that --



             3       A    I didn't sign anything like that.  I



             4   didn't sign anything.  No, I didn't.



             5       Q    Do you know if there are some documents



             6   down in the Dominican Republic that bear your



             7   signature?



             8       A    There is?



             9       Q    I'm asking you, are the --



            10       A    I don't think so.



            11       Q    Have you been down there to look?



            12       A    To the Dominican Republic?



            13       Q    Yes.



            14       A    You think I would go into the Dominican



            15   Republic?



            16       Q    I didn't really mean have you been down



            17   there to look.  But have you tried to look and



            18   find to see if there's any documents down there



            19   that the court system has --



            20       A    No, I haven't.



            21       Q    -- that bear your signature?



            22       A    No.



            23       Q    And your testimony is, under oath, that



            24   you had absolutely no knowledge that Jimmy went



            25   to the Dominican Republic after this document

�                                                             196

















             1   was signed?



             2       A    No.



             3            MR. DAVID:  Object to the form.



             4            THE WITNESS:  No.



             5  BY MR. TWOMBLEY:



             6       Q    When did you first find out that he had



             7   been to the Dominican Republic?



             8       A    When did I find out he went?  I didn't



             9   know he went to the Dominican -- what's this --



            10   what's this about, the Dominican Republic?  What



            11   is this about?



            12       Q    Ma'am, I'm here to find out from you.



            13   I guarantee I can't tell you.  I was one year



            14   old in Dillon, South Carolina.



            15       A    Huh?



            16       Q    So you don't know anything about the



            17   Dominican Republic, you've never been there,



            18   you've never signed any documents that can be



            19   taken down there, and you don't even know how



            20   that's got any connection to this dispute here?



            21       A    No, I don't.



            22       Q    Okay.



            23       A    Dominican Republic, what are you



            24   talking about?



            25       Q    Have you ever told anyone that Jimmy
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             1   went to the Dominican Republic to get a quickie



             2   divorce?



             3       A    Well, didn't I just say no?



             4       Q    I'm trying to make sure you're not



             5   going to change your answer.



             6       A    No, I'm not --



             7       Q    Because --



             8       A    -- changing --



             9            (Crosstalk.)



            10  BY MR. TWOMBLEY:



            11       Q    -- sometimes you say no and then I ask



            12   you five minutes later.  So I'm trying to make



            13   sure I got the right answer.



            14            Don't you think that's a good idea?



            15       A    That's the right answer.  You got the



            16   right answer.



            17            MR. GHOM:  Objection.



            18      Argumentative.



            19            THE WITNESS:  Dominican Republic.



            20  BY MR. TWOMBLEY:



            21       Q    So if I understand correctly -- I know



            22   we've talked about this, but I just want to make



            23   sure I got it straight.



            24            But your memory and intent was that



            25   when you signed this document that's Plaintiff's
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             1   Exhibit 1, that this was -- the intent you had



             2   was to be divorced from James Strobel; correct?



             3            MR. DAVID:  Object to the form.



             4            MR. GHOM:  Object to the form.



             5            THE WITNESS:  How many times have



             6      you asked me that?



             7  BY MR. TWOMBLEY:



             8       Q    I think it's about three.



             9       A    I think it's been more than that.



            10            MR. GHOM:  Same objection.



            11  BY MR. TWOMBLEY:



            12       Q    The answer is yes; correct?



            13       A    Yes.  Oh, God, help me.  I think if --



            14   I feel like -- I don't know if a murder case



            15   would take this long.



            16       Q    Ma'am, the rules provide, as a general



            17   proposition, that we get seven hours with a



            18   witness.



            19       A    Hug?  You get seven hours of what?  You



            20   get to work seven hours?



            21            MR. TWOMBLEY:  Let's take about a



            22      five-minute break, let me go through my



            23      notes.  I think we're getting close to



            24      being done.



            25            THE VIDEOGRAPHER:  It's now 3:34.
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             1      We're going off the video.



             2               (Whereupon, a break was



             3               taken from 3:34 P.M.



             4               until 3:56 P.M.)



             5            THE VIDEOGRAPHER:  It's now 3:56.



             6      We're going back on the video.



             7  BY MR. TWOMBLEY:



             8       Q    You ready to continue.



             9       A    No.



            10       Q    No?



            11       A    I'm tired.



            12       Q    I am too.  Okay.  Just a couple of



            13   hopefully quick follow-ups.



            14            Presumably since you didn't know



            15   that -- or hadn't heard about Jimmy going to the



            16   Dominican Republic, you can't say one way or



            17   another whether or not he actually went down



            18   there; correct?



            19       A    No.



            20       Q    And you don't know if he did go down



            21   there, for what purpose he went?



            22       A    I don't know.



            23       Q    You don't know how long he stayed down



            24   there?



            25       A    No.
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             1       Q    You don't know if he made a residence



             2   down there?



             3       A    If he made what?



             4       Q    Residence.



             5       A    No, I don't think.



             6       Q    Well, why do you --



             7       A    Why would he make residence?



             8       Q    Well, why do you say you don't think



             9   so?  I thought you didn't know anything about



            10   it.



            11       A    I don't know.  I don't know why he



            12   would go down there and live, why he'd



            13   go look -- go there and look?



            14       Q    Why would he go down there, period?



            15       A    Well, he traveled all over the world.



            16   I thought that was somewhere where he had a job



            17   or something.



            18       Q    Okay.  Okay.  So you don't know if he



            19   went down there, how long he stayed, or what his



            20   purpose for going down there was --



            21       A    No.



            22       Q    -- correct?



            23       A    Yeah.



            24       Q    We talked about some of the questions



            25   we had sent to you.  And, I mean, I don't -- I
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             1   can't make heads nor tails of what that was.



             2            Do you remember where -- when we asked



             3   you to produce documents to us?



             4       A    Do I remember about documents?



             5       Q    Yeah.  The point in time in this



             6   lawsuit that we asked you to produce some



             7   documents that we thought you had to us.



             8       A    No.



             9       Q    You don't know anything about that?



            10       A    No.



            11       Q    Have you ever searched for any document



            12   related to the matters at issue in this dispute?



            13       A    No.



            14       Q    Have you ever searched --



            15       A    I didn't know I was going to have to



            16   have any.  I haven't had.



            17       Q    Have you ever searched for any e-mails



            18   or text messages or communications with the kids



            19   about any of the matters at issue in this suit?



            20       A    No.



            21       Q    No?



            22       A    No.



            23       Q    Okay.  If the law requires you to do



            24   that, do you have any problem with doing it?



            25       A    Doing what?
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             1       Q    Searching for documents, searching for



             2   communications that might have an impact on this



             3   case?



             4       A    Yeah, I could.



             5       Q    Okay.



             6       A    I could search.



             7       Q    You mentioned earlier that -- what you



             8   thought Jimmy wanted, but you also mentioned



             9   what you thought Jimmy's parents wanted, I



            10   guess, your kids?



            11       A    Yes.



            12       Q    And, I mean, when they met with their



            13   lawyer, if that's what they wanted, I mean, why



            14   didn't they put that in their Last Will and



            15   Testament with their lawyer and say when I die,



            16   I want my property to go to the grandkids?



            17            MR. DAVID:  Object to the form.



            18            THE WITNESS:  I don't -- I've



            19      never imagined.  They didn't know when



            20      they were going to die.



            21  BY MR. TWOMBLEY:



            22       Q    Well, nobody knows when they going to



            23   die, ma'am.  But I'm trying to figure out --



            24       A    I don't think they thought about stuff



            25   like that.
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             1       Q    You seem to have a view --



             2       A    Back then, I don't think they did.



             3       Q    You seem to have a view that you know



             4   what all the dead people wanted, but that's not



             5   what they put down in their documents.



             6            So how do you know this?



             7            MR. GHOM:  Object to the form.



             8            THE WITNESS:  What?  What are you



             9      talking about?  You're talking about



            10      his parents?



            11  BY MR. TWOMBLEY:



            12       Q    Yeah.  If they wanted the grandkids to



            13   get the property, they could have easily given



            14   it to them.



            15            Why didn't they do it?



            16            MR. GHOM:  Object to form.



            17            THE WITNESS:  Because they knew



            18      that Jimmy would do it.



            19  BY MR. TWOMBLEY:



            20       Q    Well, they didn't know Jimmy --



            21   Jimmy --



            22       A    They knew that --



            23            MR. GHOM:  Object to the form.



            24  BY MR. TWOMBLEY:



            25       Q    Jimmy didn't do it.
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             1       A    They knew Jimmy would do it.  They



             2   didn't know anything about Paula.  They were



             3   dead.  They were gone.



             4       Q    Well, ma'am, like life changes.  People



             5   get remarried, all kind of things happen in this



             6   world.  People join churches and become



             7   Jehovah's Witnesses.  I mean, nobody knows



             8   what's going to happen tomorrow.



             9       A    Jehovah --



            10       Q    If you want somebody to receive



            11   something, you put it down in your Last Will and



            12   Testament.  I'm trying to figure out why of



            13   everybody, you seem to be the one that knows



            14   what all the dead people want.  But none of them



            15   are here to tell us.



            16            MR. GHOM:  Object to the form.



            17            THE WITNESS:  What do you want me



            18      to say?



            19  BY MR. TWOMBLEY:



            20       Q    That you don't know what any of these



            21   people wanted.



            22       A    No.



            23       Q    That they met with lawyers, that they



            24   put down what they wanted --



            25       A    I don't think they talked about that
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             1   stuff then.



             2       Q    -- in an established way consistent



             3   with the law.  And what people come back years



             4   later and testify that a dead person wanted is



             5   malarky.  Malarky.



             6            MR. GHOM:  Object to the form.



             7            THE WITNESS:  What are you talking



             8      about?  I don't know what kind of



             9      people you know.



            10  BY MR. TWOMBLEY:



            11       Q    The kind of people I know follow the



            12   law.  If they want somebody to have something,



            13   they put down on paper and give it to them.



            14   That's the kind of people I hang out with and



            15   know.



            16       A    They didn't know back then.  They



            17   didn't know they would die.  They had no idea.



            18       Q    You know what everybody knows and



            19   didn't know.  Let's go ahead with this.



            20       A    They didn't know they would die at that



            21   age --



            22       Q    I want --



            23       A    -- they were 52 and 59.



            24       Q    I want for you to please point to where



            25   Danny is sitting in this room right now relative
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             1   to where you are sitting?



             2       A    Sitting over there.



             3       Q    Okay.  And I can't remember your name.



             4            What's your other son's name?



             5       A    Nicky.



             6       Q    Nicky.  Gosh.  Sorry, Nicky.



             7            Where is Nicky sitting?



             8       A    In the green shirt.



             9       Q    Okay.



            10       A    Why are you asking me that?  You don't



            11   think I know where my kids are?



            12       Q    Because you've been looking over there



            13   all day long on this video.



            14       A    Well, I'm just looking at them.  I



            15   mean, that's who I look at.  I look at my kids.



            16       Q    You know the difference between probate



            17   assets and non-probate assets?



            18       A    No, I don't know.



            19       Q    You know anything about what's



            20   somebody's probate estate is versus what their



            21   non-probate estate is?



            22       A    No.



            23       Q    Do you know if Jimmy knew anything



            24   about that?



            25       A    Jimmy?
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             1       Q    Um-hmm.



             2       A    I'm sure he did.



             3       Q    Well, do you know whether or not he



             4   knew anything?  Did you ever talk to him about



             5   it and have a discussion about it where he



             6   explained the difference?



             7       A    What?



             8       Q    Do you ever talk to Jimmy about the --



             9       A    About --



            10       Q    -- the difference between probate and



            11   non-probate assets?



            12       A    No.



            13       Q    Okay.  And even as we sit here today,



            14   you don't know what the difference between those



            15   are, right?



            16       A    I don't know.



            17       Q    And if I told you I'm going to leave



            18   you my probate estate or non-probate estate, you



            19   wouldn't know what the difference between those



            20   are, right?



            21       A    I wouldn't know what you're talking



            22   about.



            23            MR. TWOMBLEY:  I'll talk about



            24      this with the lawyers, but there's some



            25      things I believe were supposed to be
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             1      done before we did this deposition that



             2      weren't.  I'll take that up with them.



             3            But I'm going to pass you on to



             4      somebody else for the time being to see



             5      if they've got any questions for you.



             6      Okay?



             7            I know this has been not fun, and



             8      I'm sorry you had to do it.  But I'm



             9      doing my job and I'm going to keep



            10      doing it.  But I appreciate your time.



            11            MR. GHOM:  Ashley, I'm just going



            12      to have a few follow up.  Maybe we



            13      could switch places or...



            14            MR. TWOMBLEY:  Sure.



            15            MR. DAVID:  You want to switch



            16      places with me?



            17            MR. GHOM:  I think it may be



            18      easier if we're closer to her.



            19            MR. DAVID:  Okay.



            20            THE VIDEOGRAPHER:  Off the video



            21      at 4:07.



            22               (Whereupon, a break was



            23               taken from 4:07 P.M.



            24               until 4:10 P.M.)



            25            THE VIDEOGRAPHER:  4:10.  We're
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             1      going back on the video.



             2                   CROSS-EXAMINATION



             3  BY MR. BLANCHARD:



             4       Q    Ms. Ogletree, good afternoon.  I know



             5   it's been a long day for you.



             6       A    It has.



             7       Q    I'm Frank Blanchard, I represent your



             8   four sons in this case that's in circuit court



             9   now.  I'm not going whole lot of questions but I



            10   did want to ask just a few.



            11            Mr. Twombley had asked you earlier



            12   today about Plaintiff's Exhibit Number 1.  If



            13   you could take a look at that document, and I



            14   just wanted to ask if you could turn to the --



            15   looks like the fifth page.



            16            And is that your signature on the



            17   bottom right -- no, ma'am.  I'll show you the



            18   fifth page.  It looks like this.  It's probably



            19   two pages back.



            20       A    That right there?



            21       Q    Yeah.  Is that your signature?



            22       A    Yes.



            23       Q    And is that James Strobel's signature



            24   above it?



            25            MR. TWOMBLEY:  Object to the form.
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             1            THE WITNESS:  It looks, I think,



             2      from what I remember, it looks like



             3      his.



             4  BY MR. BLANCHARD:



             5       Q    Okay.  Are you familiar with his



             6   signature?



             7       A    I think so.



             8       Q    Do you know who the witnesses are on



             9   the left side?  It looks a Ms. Miller, Mary Ruth



            10   Miller?  Do you recognize that name?



            11       A    No.  I don't know who that was.



            12       Q    Okay.  Now, this document is dated



            13   March 4th, 1977.



            14            And at that time, you and James Strobel



            15   would have been married; correct?



            16       A    March 4th, when?



            17       Q    March 4th, 1977, you and James were



            18   married at --



            19       A    Yeah, yeah.  We were separated then.



            20   It says separation agreement.



            21       Q    Okay.  And so Mr. Twombley asked you a



            22   bunch of questions about this and he referred to



            23   it at times as the divorce agreement or part of



            24   the divorce --



            25       A    Yes.  It says separation.  Yeah.
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             1       Q    Right.  And when I read through this



             2   document, I actually don't see the term divorce



             3   used in the document or a divorce actually



             4   discussed in this document.



             5       A    Um-hmm.



             6       Q    Are you aware of that?



             7            MR. TWOMBLEY:  Object to the form.



             8  BY MR. BLANCHARD:



             9       Q    You can answer.



            10       A    What?



            11       Q    He just objected to the form of the



            12   question.



            13            To your knowledge, does this document



            14   use the term divorce or refer to a divorce?



            15            MR. TWOMBLEY:  Object to the form.



            16            THE WITNESS:  This is -- this is



            17      not a divorce, this is a separation.



            18  BY MR. BLANCHARD:



            19       Q    Gotcha.  So let me ask you about the



            20   next page.  And this is still part of Exhibit



            21   Number 1.  You'll see a document that says



            22   addendum to separation agreement.



            23            And is that your signature on the right



            24   side of that page?



            25       A    Yes.
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             1       Q    And is that James Strobel's signature



             2   above that?



             3       A    Yes.



             4            MR. TWOMBLEY:  Object to the form.



             5  BY MR. BLANCHARD:



             6       Q    This document is also dated March 4th,



             7   1977.



             8            So at that time, you and James would



             9   have been married --



            10       A    Yes.



            11       Q    -- correct, but separated?



            12       A    Yeah.  I guess.  I don't know.  I'm not



            13   sure.



            14       Q    Okay.  All right.



            15       A    Okay.



            16       Q    On this page, the witnesses, it appears



            17   it's the same two individuals, Mary Ruth Miller.



            18       A    Um-hmm.



            19       Q    And, again, you don't recall who that



            20   was?



            21       A    No.



            22       Q    And can you --



            23       A    I don't know who that is.



            24       Q    Can you read who the other signatures



            25   are?
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             1       A    Can I what?



             2       Q    Can you determine what the other



             3   signatures are, the other witnesses?



             4       A    It says Mary Ruth Miller.  I don't know



             5   what this says.  Mary Ruth Miller, and, again, I



             6   don't know what that is.  Maybe that's Jimmy



             7   Messervy.  It looks like a J there.



             8       Q    And he was the attorney you mentioned



             9   earlier?



            10       A    Yeah.  Maybe that's who that is.



            11       Q    I'm sorry.  You speak a little --



            12       A    If that's who that is.



            13       Q    Okay.  And Mr. Messervy was the



            14   attorney that you and James went to initially;



            15   is that correct?



            16       A    Who?



            17       Q    Mr. Messervy, is he the attorney that



            18   you and James went to initially about the



            19   separation?



            20       A    Messervy?



            21       Q    Yes.



            22            MR. TWOMBLEY:  Object to the form.



            23            THE WITNESS:  Yeah.



            24  BY MR. BLANCHARD:



            25       Q    All right.  I'm going to show you
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             1   what's been marked as Exhibit Number 5.  If you



             2   will take a look at this document.



             3               (Whereupon, Exhibit



             4               Number 5 was marked for



             5               identification.)



             6  BY MR. BLANCHARD:



             7       Q    And this document has at the top,



             8   amendment to separation agreement.



             9       A    Okay.



            10       Q    And at the bottom, there are some



            11   signatures I wanted to ask you.



            12            At the very bottom, is that your



            13   signature?



            14       A    Yes.



            15       Q    And above that, is that James Strobel's



            16   signature?



            17       A    Um-hmm.



            18       Q    You have to say yes or no.



            19       A    Yes, I think so.  Yeah.  I'm pretty



            20   sure is it.



            21       Q    Okay.  And near the bottom of that



            22   document on that same page, you'll see some



            23   language.  And I'll just read it.



            24            And it says, "In all other respects,



            25   this separation agreement heretofore entered
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             1   into by the parties on the 4th day of March 1977



             2   is confirmed.  Witness our hands and seals this



             3   17th day of July, 1978."



             4            So this document would have been dated



             5   July 17, 1978?



             6       A    Um-hmm.



             7            MR. TWOMBLEY:  Object to the form.



             8  BY MR. BLANCHARD:



             9       Q    And this -- this provision says that



            10   the separation agreement is confirmed.



            11            Do you see that?



            12       A    It says separation agreement heretofore



            13   entered into my -- is this what you're saying?



            14       Q    Yes.



            15       A    On the 4th day, confirmed.



            16       Q    Okay.



            17       A    I guess so.



            18       Q    So in discovery in this case, the



            19   lawyers for the parties have exchanged requests



            20   for documents.  And so far, no party has



            21   produced a copy of an actual divorce decree.



            22       A    Um-hmm.



            23       Q    An order granting a divorce.



            24            Do you know whether an actual divorce



            25   decree or order granting a divorce was ever
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             1   entered --



             2            MR. TWOMBLEY:  Object to the form.



             3  BY MR. BLANCHARD:



             4       Q    -- between and you James Strobel?



             5       A    I don't know.



             6       Q    Okay.  Do you have a copy of such an



             7   order or divorce degree?



             8       A    I don't know.  I'll have to look.



             9       Q    Okay.



            10       A    I have a file cabinet that's been there



            11   for ages.  But then I have -- well, I have



            12   another file cabinet, which is my will.  I don't



            13   know if his -- I don't know if anything of his



            14   is in there.  But I have a file cabinet I can



            15   look into.



            16       Q    So you're going to search those



            17   records?



            18       A    I can search.



            19       Q    Okay.  As we sit here today, do you



            20   know whether you have a copy of an actual order



            21   or divorce decree granting a divorce between you



            22   and James Strobel?



            23       A    No.  I don't know.



            24       Q    Did you ever go to the Dominican



            25   Republic to obtain a divorce from Mr. Strobel?
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             1       A    No.  I couldn't afford to go there



             2   anyway.



             3            MR. TWOMBLEY:  I can't hear.



             4            MADAM COURT REPORTER:  We can't --



             5            THE WITNESS:  I couldn't afford to



             6      go there anyway.



             7  BY MR. BLANCHARD:



             8       Q    And to your knowledge, did Mr. Strobel,



             9   James Strobel, ever move to the Dominican



            10   Republic and start living there as a resident of



            11   the --



            12       A    No.



            13       Q    -- Dominican Republic?



            14       A    That I know of, no.  I don't know.  But



            15   I don't know.  I don't know.  I don't remember.



            16   I wouldn't -- I don't know.  I don't think he'd



            17   go to the Dominican Republic and stay there.



            18       Q    Did Mr. --



            19       A    I don't know.



            20       Q    Did James Strobel ever tell you, I went



            21   and moved and I am now a resident of the



            22   Dominican Republic?



            23       A    No.



            24            MR. TWOMBLEY:  Object to the form.



            25  BY MR. BLANCHARD:
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             1       Q    Did Paula Strobel ever tell you that



             2   James Strobel had moved to the Dominican



             3   Republic?



             4       A    No.



             5       Q    Did anyone ever tell you that James



             6   Strobel had moved to the Dominican Republic and



             7   that was now his residence?



             8            MR. TWOMBLEY:  Object to the form.



             9            THE WITNESS:  No.



            10  BY MR. BLANCHARD:



            11       Q    Mr. Twombley asked you some questions



            12   about things that you received after Ollie



            13   Ogletree passed away.



            14            And I think you mentioned you received



            15   a house that you were living in with



            16   Mr. Ogletree; correct?



            17       A    It was ours.



            18       Q    Okay.  Do you recall whether you



            19   received that house through what is called right



            20   of survivorship where the house became yours



            21   automatically when he died?



            22       A    Yes.



            23            MR. TWOMBLEY:  Object to form.



            24  BY MR. BLANCHARD:



            25       Q    You did not receive that house through
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             1   his estate?



             2            MR. TWOMBLEY:  Object to the form.



             3            THE WITNESS:  What's he saying?



             4  BY MR. BLANCHARD:



             5       Q    He's objecting to the form of the



             6   question.



             7            So I'm asking you, to your



             8   recollection, the house that you and



             9   Mr. Ogletree were living in, that did not go



            10   through or was not distributed through Ollie's



            11   estate with the probate court?



            12            MR. TWOMBLEY:  Object to form.



            13            THE WITNESS:  I don't -- I don't



            14      remember anything like that.



            15  BY MR. BLANCHARD:



            16       Q    Okay.  Well, we've obtained a copy of



            17   the estate file for Ollie's estate.



            18       A    Uh-huh.



            19       Q    And I only have two copies of this so



            20   I'll make one Exhibit Number 6.  I guess give



            21   that to Ashley.



            22       A    Sold it to a lawyer.  And he wouldn't



            23   let me come back to get the rest of my stuff.



            24       Q    Hold on one second.  She's trying to



            25   put a sticker on this.
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             1       A    I'm sorry.  I keep forgetting.



             2               (Whereupon, Exhibit



             3               Number 6 was marked for



             4               identification.)



             5  BY MR. BLANCHARD:



             6       Q    Okay.  I'm going to hand you what's



             7   been marked as Exhibit Number 6, and these are



             8   copies of records that we obtained from



             9   Charleston County Probate Court involving Ollie



            10   Ogletree's estate.



            11       A    All right.



            12       Q    And I'll give you some time to go



            13   through the documents if you want to.  But I'll



            14   represent to you that there are no documents in



            15   that file showing that there is a deed of



            16   distribution or any deed of the house that you



            17   and Ollie were living in to any person,



            18   including yourself.



            19            So as I'm sitting here and asking



            20   questions, do you have any recollection that the



            21   house went through Ollie Ogletree's estate with



            22   the probate court?



            23            MR. TWOMBLEY:  Object to the form.



            24            THE WITNESS:  I don't know.



            25  BY MR. BLANCHARD:
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             1       Q    The retirement account that you



             2   mentioned that you were getting some monthly



             3   retirement account payments, do you know whether



             4   you received those account funds because Ollie



             5   had designated you as the beneficiary of the



             6   account?



             7       A    Yeah.



             8            MR. TWOMBLEY:  Object to the form.



             9  BY MR. BLANCHARD:



            10       Q    Did any of your sons, Danny, Jamie,



            11   Nick, or Tony receive any property or any assets



            12   from Ollie's estate?



            13       A    No.



            14            MR. BLANCHARD:  I think that's all



            15      the questions I have.  I really



            16      appreciate your time.



            17            MR. TWOMBLEY:  I've got a couple



            18      more.



            19            THE VIDEOGRAPHER:  4:21.  We're



            20      going off the video.



            21               (Whereupon, a break was



            22               taken from 4:21 P.M.



            23               until 4:23 P.M.)



            24            THE VIDEOGRAPHER:  4:23.  We're



            25      going back on the video.
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             1                 REDIRECT EXAMINATION



             2  BY MR. TWOMBLEY:



             3       Q    When did you get divorced from Jimmy?



             4       A    When did I get divorced?



             5       Q    Yes.  When did you get divorced from



             6   Jimmy Strobel?



             7       A    I guess it was 1977.



             8       Q    Well, that's what I thought.  You --



             9       A    I guess.



            10       Q    You --



            11       A    But that's a separate agreement there.



            12   I don't know.  That's what it says.  That



            13   doesn't say divorce decree.



            14       Q    Is that what it takes to have a



            15   divorce, a decree?



            16       A    I mean, it doesn't say.



            17       Q    Well, which is it, ma'am?  I mean, you



            18   got remarried to another man, right?



            19       A    Yeah.



            20       Q    Well, where is the divorce decree?



            21       A    I don't know.



            22       Q    Why would you get remarried to another



            23   man if you weren't divorced from the first one?



            24       A    I must have the papers at home, I



            25   guess.
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             1       Q    Well, you see, I asked you to bring



             2   those papers.



             3       A    You did?



             4       Q    I've been trying to get them for weeks.



             5   We still ain't got them.  I want you to go --



             6            (Crosstalk.)



             7  BY MR. TWOMBLEY:



             8       Q    -- home and search --



             9       A    I never talked to you.



            10       Q    -- for those papers.



            11            I don't -- irrespective of what these



            12   papers say, you've testified 13 times in



            13   response to my questions that you believe that



            14   this document divorced you and Jimmy on March



            15   the 4th of 1977.



            16       A    Well, I didn't know, it said --



            17            MR. DAVID:  Object to the form.



            18            MR. GHOM:  Object to form.



            19            THE WITNESS:  -- separation



            20      agreement up there.



            21  BY MR. TWOMBLEY:



            22       Q    Well, it says is lot of things.  But



            23   I'd say you thought that was when you got



            24   divorced.



            25            MR. GHOM:  Object to the form.
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             1            THE WITNESS:  Well, yeah.  I think



             2      it was.



             3  BY MR. TWOMBLEY:



             4       Q    Okay.  I mean, there is no --



             5       A    I think it was.  I'm pretty sure.



             6       Q    Yeah.  I mean, you wouldn't have



             7   married another person on purpose if you didn't



             8   think you were divorced from the first one,



             9   would you?  You're not one of those types of



            10   people, are you?



            11       A    No.



            12       Q    We could agree on that?



            13       A    No, I'm not that kind of person.  I



            14   would be divorced.



            15       Q    You testified that you were familiar or



            16   that you thought this was Jimmy's signature on



            17   these documents?



            18       A    I think so.



            19       Q    Okay.



            20       A    From what I can remember about his



            21   signature.



            22       Q    Okay.



            23       A    From what I remember about his writing.



            24       Q    Well, that's what I'm trying to find



            25   out, is why you say that, why -- but Jimmy's
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             1   been dead, what now, for four years, right?



             2       A    That I can remember that.



             3       Q    Okay --



             4       A    I can remember his signatures.  I can



             5   remember --



             6       Q    Jim --



             7       A    I guess because of all the -- you know,



             8   went to college and I'd seen his signatures from



             9   other papers.



            10       Q    Well, what papers?



            11       A    Checkbook.



            12       Q    You got his checkbook?



            13       A    We had checkbooks.  We --



            14       Q    You're talking about from 1977?



            15       A    Yeah.



            16       Q    You can remember checkbooks from 19 --



            17       A    We had a checkbook.  We didn't have



            18   debit cards and, you know, credit cards and all



            19   that.  I remember his signature from checkbook



            20   or whatever he signed or his writing.  We went



            21   to school.  I went to Clemson with him.  I went



            22   to -- I was home with him when he went to



            23   Baptist College.



            24       Q    Isn't it true y'all have not lived in



            25   the same house with each other since, like,
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             1   1975, right?



             2       A    What?



             3       Q    Y'all have not lived together since



             4   1975?



             5       A    Well, '74.



             6       Q    '74?



             7       A    I don't know.  '74 or '75.



             8       Q    What check have you seen him write



             9   since 1974?



            10       A    I haven't seen him write a check since



            11   then.



            12       Q    But you want this jury to believe that



            13   you can remember what the man's signature looked



            14   like in 1974?



            15       A    Yes.  I can remember.  I can remember



            16   very well what his handwriting looked like.



            17   That's one of the things I can remember, anyway.



            18       Q    Now, you said that you could not afford



            19   to go to the Dominican Republic.



            20            Do you have any idea what it costs to



            21   go to the Dominican Republic in 1977?



            22       A    Do I know what?



            23       Q    Have any idea what it cost -- would



            24   cost to get on an airplane and fly to the



            25   Dominican Republic in 1977?
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             1       A    No, I have no idea.



             2       Q    Well, how do you know you couldn't



             3   afford it?



             4       A    Well, I'm sure I couldn't.  I had four



             5   kids and, you know, there's not --



             6       Q    Well, what about whenever Jimmy took on



             7   the kids and gave you $38,000, could you do it



             8   then?



             9       A    You think I sold the house -- he sold



            10   the house to me and then I went to the Dominican



            11   Republic or something?



            12       Q    No.  I'm just trying to ask you, you've



            13   said that you cannot have afforded, back then,



            14   to go to the Dominican Republic and --



            15       A    I couldn't afford --



            16       Q    -- I'm trying to --



            17       A    -- to go anywhere, any --



            18       Q    Well, you don't know how much it --



            19            (Crosstalk.)



            20            THE WITNESS:  -- I wouldn't have



            21      taken a flight to go somewhere.



            22  BY MR. TWOMBLEY:



            23       Q    You don't know how much it would cost;



            24   correct?



            25       A    That's why I didn't go on a flight.
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             1       Q    You don't know how much it would cost;



             2   correct?



             3       A    That's why I --



             4       Q    And Jimmy gave you $38,000 for that



             5   house, right?



             6            MR. GHOM:  Object to the form.



             7            THE WITNESS:  Yes, but --



             8  BY MR. TWOMBLEY:



             9       Q    Okay.



            10       A    -- I wouldn't go squander it all it



            11   getting on an airplane.  I'm very frugal.



            12       Q    Um-hmm.



            13       A    If I wasn't, I wouldn't be where I am.



            14       Q    Very frugal?



            15       A    Hmm?



            16       Q    Very frugal?



            17       A    Yes, I'm very frugal.



            18       Q    At one point when Mr. Blanchard was



            19   asking you some questions --



            20       A    Blanchard?  Who's that?



            21       Q    Frank.  The good-looking one down there



            22   at the end.



            23       A    Sorry, I forgot your last name.



            24       Q    He said, did Jimmy ever tell you this?



            25   Did Paula ever tell you this?  Did the kids ever
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             1   tell you this?



             2            Do you have any evidence of any kind



             3   other than like what people have allegedly told



             4   you on those issues that he asked you about?



             5   Anything else other than what somebody allegedly



             6   told you?



             7       A    About --



             8            MR. GHOM:  Object to the form.



             9            THE WITNESS:  About what?  Is



            10      there anything anybody told me about



            11      what?



            12  BY MR. TWOMBLEY:



            13       Q    We can move on.



            14            Mr. Blanchard asked you if some things



            15   had, quote, gone through the estate, Ollie's



            16   estate.



            17            Do you remember that?



            18       A    If some things had gone through his



            19   estate?



            20       Q    Right.  The house and the retirement



            21   account and -- and he said those things didn't



            22   go through the estate.  And you said, yeah,



            23   that's right, it didn't go through the estate.



            24       A    I don't know.  I don't remember any of



            25   that stuff.
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             1       Q    Well, I mean, what does that even mean



             2   to you, go through the estate?  Do you even know



             3   what that means?



             4       A    Well, the estate is what we owned.



             5       Q    That's what I think.



             6       A    Yeah.  And what about it?



             7       Q    Well --



             8       A    I mean, what's this got to do with my



             9   husband, Ollie?



            10       Q    Well, Mr. Blanchard asked you about it,



            11   don't you think he's got a good reason to?  He's



            12   your kids' lawyers.



            13            MR. GHOM:  Object to the form.



            14  BY MR. TWOMBLEY:



            15       Q    Why are you so critical when I ask



            16   about --



            17            (Crosstalk.)



            18  BY MR. TWOMBLEY:



            19       Q    -- but he asks you about something and



            20   you just give him all the answers?



            21       A    I already forgot what he asked.



            22       Q    I was looking through this file from



            23   Ollie's estate.



            24            And you were the personal



            25   representative of his estate, were you not?

�                                                             231

















             1       A    I was the what?



             2       Q    The personal representative, the one in



             3   charge of it.



             4       A    Yeah.  I don't know what I did.



             5       Q    I'm sorry, I wrote on that.  That's my



             6   line.  I'll take responsibility for it.



             7            MR. DAVID:  Is it blue or black?



             8            MR. TWOMBLEY:  It's blackish-blue.



             9            THE WITNESS:  How much longer am I



            10      going to be here?  I'm tired.



            11  BY MR. TWOMBLEY:



            12       Q    Why don't you ask Mr. Blanchard that.



            13       A    I'm 83 years old.  I'm not your age.



            14       Q    There's some --



            15       A    I've got arthritis.



            16       Q    I want to ask you just in general, you



            17   know, there are some letters and orders in your



            18   second husband's probate estate where the court



            19   is writing you and telling you that you have not



            20   done some things that you were supposed to do.



            21            Do you have any memory of that?



            22       A    Huh-uh.



            23       Q    Here's a letter --



            24       A    I probably didn't know what I was



            25   supposed to if somebody didn't tell me.
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             1       Q    Because you don't know anything about



             2   this stuff, right?



             3       A    No.  I just know he died and I got the



             4   house and the property.



             5       Q    But you do know what all the deceased



             6   people wanted, really?



             7            MR. GHOM:  Object to the form.



             8            THE WITNESS:  What was that?



             9  BY MR. TWOMBLEY:



            10       Q    That was an inside joke.



            11       A    I thought so.



            12       Q    Did you ever file what they call --



            13   see, the court's writing you right here on



            14   February the 21st and saying, ma'am, you've got



            15   to file an inventory and appraisement.  And then



            16   you didn't do it.  And they wrote you again,



            17   said you got 20 days to do it or you're going to



            18   get in trouble.  You still didn't do it.



            19       A    I don't remember anything like that.



            20            MR. GHOM:  Object to the form.



            21  BY MR. TWOMBLEY:



            22       Q    You don't remember anything about that?



            23   That was in --



            24       A    I don't remember getting anything in



            25   the mail.
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             1       Q    That was only in 2014, but you remember



             2   those signatures from 1977?



             3            MR. GHOM:  Object to the form.



             4            THE WITNESS:  2014, what happened?



             5  BY MR. TWOMBLEY:



             6       Q    It's a letter from 2014.



             7       A    It --



             8       Q    Zoie Philipps Ogletree, an estate clerk



             9   has been assigned to each file.  I've been



            10   assigned to yours.  A review of your file



            11   indicates the following documents must be filed,



            12   inventory and appraisement.  The court has --



            13       A    Well, what do I do about it now?



            14       Q    The court has previously written to you



            15   and your attorney, you have exactly 20 days from



            16   the date of this letter to comply.



            17       A    Well, what happened?  I'm not in jail.



            18   I don't remember anything like that.  I don't



            19   remember any letter coming to me telling me



            20   about anything like that.  I don't -- because if



            21   I had something I had to do, I would have done



            22   it.



            23       Q    Well, apparently you didn't.



            24       A    I don't --



            25       Q    And then...
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             1       A    So what?  So what if I didn't do --



             2       Q    How do you know what went through the



             3   estate and what didn't?  Mr. Blanchard said,



             4   have you seen anything in here that would lead



             5   you to believe -- I mean, it looks like you



             6   didn't file all the important things you were



             7   supposed to.



             8            So I'm just saying, that's not a fair



             9   representation that you hadn't seen anything in



            10   here.  Tamara Curry threw the whole estate out



            11   based on a rule to show cause because you didn't



            12   do what you were supposed to do.



            13       A    Well, what are you going do about it



            14   now?  Put me in jail?



            15       Q    I only put -- try to put insurance



            16   companies in jail.



            17            All right.  The last thing -- this



            18   isn't a question and they'll object to it, and



            19   that's fine.  But we've already asked you some



            20   questions and asked for some documents and



            21   stuff.  And we need -- we need those.



            22       A    Well, if I don't have them, what's



            23   going to happen?  If I don't have them, if I



            24   can't find them.  I mean, it's been a long time



            25   ago.  I've moved.
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             1       Q    Ma'am, let me --



             2       A    Moved, moved, and moved.



             3       Q    People say they don't have stuff all



             4   the time.



             5       A    Hmm?



             6       Q    It happens every day.  We seem --



             7       A    What?



             8       Q    We seem to be able to track it down



             9   from other sources.  So you do what you think



            10   you need to do with your attorney --



            11       A    Yeah.  And you can track it --



            12       Q    -- and we'll cross that bridge --



            13       A    Well, if you can track it --



            14       Q    -- when we get there.



            15       A    -- down, you track it down.



            16       Q    I had somebody burn some stuff one time



            17   in a fireplace.



            18       A    What?  You had somebody what?



            19       Q    Burn some stuff.



            20       A    Burned?



            21       Q    Burned.



            22       A    Like burned something.



            23            MR. TWOMBLEY:  That's all I've got



            24      based on -- subject to my other



            25      comments.
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             1            MR. GHOM:  No further questions.



             2            MR. DAVID:  No questions.



             3            THE VIDEOGRAPHER:  It's now 4:39.



             4      We're going off the video.



             5            MADAM COURT REPORTER:  Would you



             6      like a copy?



             7            MR. DAVID:  I'll let you know.



             8            MR. GHOM:  E-tran.



             9            MADAM COURT REPORTER:  The



            10      original.



            11            MR. TWOMBLEY:  Yes.



            12               (WAIVED SIGNATURE.)



            13               (Whereupon, the videotaped



            14               deposition of



            15               Zoie Ogletree was concluded at



            16               approximately 4:39 P.M.)



            17



            18



            19



            20



            21



            22



            23



            24



            25
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1 THE COURT: Thank you, sir.


2 MR. BLANCHARD: The statements about the separation


3 agreement, I think it needs to be clear, that document was done


4 in March of 1977 before any divorce decree. It was not done


5 subject to a divorce decree. When you read the document, it


6 never were -- there's no provision in it that says if we don't


7 get a divorce then this separation agreement is invalid or is


8 rescinded or vacated. So, it's not dependent upon a divorce.


9 The -- and I need to reiterate, in July of 1978, they did


10 another agreement, an amendment to it that reaffirmed the


11 provision that we're seeking to ignore. So, all this stuff


12 that Mr. Twombley told you happened in 1977 where they're


13 claiming each other is violating the document, it's meaningless


14 because in July, 1978, they executed another agreement


15 reaffirming the provision for Jim to make an irrevocable will.


16 So, it's really kind of a lot of meaningless


17 discussion and guesswork and speculation. He's saying, well,


18 there could be something out there. This case has been two --


19 it's pending for two and a half years. We're here on a summary


20 judgement motion and they're now saying, well, we just started


21 looking basically into family court records and we're trying to


22 find documents. They've had two and a half years to do that.


23 So, either present documents that show what you're saying could


24 be the fact, or if you don't, then there's nothing there for


25 the Court to consider.
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1 Again, there is no document they have presented in


2 their filing last night, 10:30 p.m. that shows the separation


3 of Defendant was modified, changed or vacated, rescinded,


4 anything like that. So, the Dominican Republic divorce, and I


5 actually do want to read some of Paula's deposition testimony


6 and this is before you, in that binder, if you look at Tab 1


7 and there's a Tab M. Tab M is Paula's deposition transcript.


8 We put the entire transcript in. Now, I'm just going to read


9 some of them. This is a question-and-answer format. Did Jim


10 go to the Dominican Republic? Answer, it appears so. When did


11 that happened? I have no idea. You were not aware at the time


12 that he went to Dominican Republic? Answer, I knew when he got


13 back, but he traveled a lot, so, I didn't know or I don't know.


14 How did you know that he got back from the Dominican Republic?


15 He said he had gotten a divorce.


16 And when did this happen, this conversation? I don't


17 recall. It would've been after that day but I don't recall


18 when. Was it before you married? Of course. So, sometime


19 before April 29th, 1977? Is that a yes? Yes, sir. To your


20 knowledge, did Jim go to the Dominican Republic to live there?


21 I don't know. Did he ever tell you that I'm moving to the


22 Dominican Republic and I'm living there permanently? Not that


23 I recall. To your knowledge, did Jim ever say that he was a


24 resident or citizen of the Dominican Republic? I do not recall


25 him ever saying that, no. To your knowledge, he took a trip to
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1 the Dominican Republic? I would say so, yeah. How long was he


2 into Dominican Republic? I don't know. And when? Do you have


3 some idea? I don't. I don’t remember. Do you know whether it


4 was more than a month? I don't think so, but I don't know. I


5 really don't know. Was it more than a year? No. Before Jim


6 had gone to the Dominican Republic, did he tell you, I'm going


7 to the Dominican Republic for some reason? No, sir.


8 So, you didn't know that he had gone to Dominican


9 Republic until he had actually gotten back from it, correct?


10 Correct. Do you know who went to Dominican Republic with him,


11 if anybody? No sir, I don't. Do you know where he stayed


12 there? I have no idea. Do you know whether he stayed in a


13 hotel or did he have a home? I don't know. I understand. I


14 still have to ask the questions. She said, I understand. Do


15 you know whether Zoie went to Dominican Republic with him? I


16 do not know. Did he explain to you or say to you why he'd gone


17 to Dominican Republic after? Yes. When? Is that in the time


18 period before you got married to him? Before, yes. What did


19 he say? That to oversee with a lawyer, had told him that --


20 I'm assuming he made the arrangements for him to go get the


21 divorce. So, he went to Dominican Republic to get a divorce


22 from Zoie? That was the way it sounded. Yes. Do you know


23 whether Zoie agreed? I have no idea. And it keeps on.


24 Do you know whether Zoie was aware that Jim had gone


25 to Dominican Republic to get divorce? I do not. We tried to
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1 locate a copy of the divorce decree. Yes, sir. Issued by the


2 Dominican Republic and we can't locate one. Do you know who


3 would have a copy of that document if it exists? No, sir. So,


4 I followed up with her, I said, this is -- as we sit here right


5 today, do you -- you do not have a copy of any divorce decree


6 involving Zoie and Jim? No, sir. Do you know of anybody who


7 does? No, sir.


8 To your knowledge, did Jim ever travel to Dominican


9 Republic with the intention of not returning to the United


10 States? Not to my knowledge. Do you know where exactly in


11 Dominican Republic that Jim went in 1977? No, sir. Would you


12 agree with me that when Jim went to Dominican Republic in 1977,


13 he returned to the United States less than 18 months after he


14 went to Dominican Republic? Less than 18 months? Yes, I say


15 yes. To your knowledge, in 1977 or any time thereafter, did


16 Jim establish a permanent residence in any place other than


17 South Carolina? Not that I'm aware of. So, the statute that


18 we are relying on and is quoted in our material --


19 So, this is the Uniform Divorce Recognition Act. It


20 was in place in -- before 1977. It was a different code


21 section, it's been recalled now. The current code section is


22 Section 20-3-420, and it states, quote, “A divorce from the


23 bonds of matrimony obtained in another jurisdiction shall be of


24 no force or affect in this state if both parties to the


25 marriage were domiciled in this state at the time of the
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1 proceeding when the divorce was commenced.” The only evidence


2 in this record is that both Jim and Zoie lived in South


3 Carolina the entire time, 1977. There's possibility, I guess,


4 now from when hearing Mr. Twombley that Jim went to Dominican


5 Republic for some period of time but they don't see that.


6 There's certainly no evidence that he established a residence


7 there. So, then Section 20-3-430 establishes what are


8 considered to be prima facie evidence of a divorcing party


9 who’s domiciled when the divorce proceeding is commenced.


10 It says proof that a person obtaining a divorce from


11 the bonds of matrimony in another jurisdiction was, A, domicile


12 in this state within 12 months prior to commencement of the


13 proceeding therefore, and resume residence in this state within


14 18 months after the date of his departure, or B, at all times


15 after his departure from this state and until his return,


16 maintain a place of residence within this state shall be a


17 prima facie evidence that the person was domiciled of this


18 state when the divorce proceeding was commenced. Both of this,


19 we've got evidence in the record that both of those go against


20 Jim being divorced as I can recall. So [indiscernible] is my


21 guess to mention that because what Mr. Twombley kind of did is


22 more is argument most compelling to the motion for summary


23 judgment. I think that's all we have on the motion to compel,


24 Your Honor.


25 THE COURT: All right. Well, tell me about the
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1 challenge the will or challenge whatever they might have.


2 MR. TWOMBLEY: That's right. So, it's -- you know, I


3 mean, Dottie got named in the suit. You know, they've alleged


4 that she's got an interest in all of this. She's an interested


5 party, but now they say she can't bring claims related to her


6 interest. I mean, but that's not fair. She's got proper


7 claims that she wants -- she had it brought. And --


8 THE COURT: Well, under your theory, what you're


9 telling me though is that under the circumstance, it was a


10 valid divorce. Your client was the true surviving spouse of


11 the decedent and that she is the sole heir under the last will


12 and testament under the circumstances, correct?


13 MR. TWOMBLEY: Well, I'm not saying anything about


14 that divorce. What I'm saying is I don't know whether or not


15 there was a divorce. I do not. Mr. Blanchard is correct, to


16 date, nobody has been able to find a document that says that


17 there was a divorce.


18 THE COURT: So, what you're telling me is that it


19 doesn't make any difference that the last will and testament is


20 what controls and the only thing that I've got to do right now


21 under your cross motions for summary judgment is to determine


22 whether or not 50 percent of the estate would go to the


23 children under that agreement that was filed on the family


24 court or in the circuit court.


25 MR. TWOMBLEY: Well, I think that's close. I think
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