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*** EXTERNAL EMAIL: This email originated from outside the organization. Please exercise
caution before clicking any links or opening attachments. ***

| have attached for filing the Appellant/Respondent Chief Procurement Officer’s Response to the
Motion to Stay filed by Appellant/Respondent Paragon along with a proof of service.

Respectfully submitted,
Manton Grier, Jr.

Manton M. Grier Jr. | Assistant General Counsel
Office of General Counsel | State Fiscal Accountability Authority
1333 Main Street, Suite 600 | Columbia, SC 29201 | Office: (803) 737-1660 | mgrier@ogc.sc.gov

From: Court Of Appeals Filings <ctappfilings@sccourts.org>

Sent: Thursday, April 30, 2026 4:08 PM

To: Liz Herron <lherron@hlpwlaw.com>; Court Of Appeals Filings <ctappfilings@sccourts.org>

Cc: Greg Placone <gplacone@hlpwlaw.com>; Nick Nybo <nicknybo@hlpwlaw.com>; Elouise Usry
<EUsry@hlpwlaw.com>; O'Keefe, Stephen <stephen.okeefe@prp.sc.gov>; Grier, Manton
<mgrier@ogc.sc.gov>; Jim Griffin <jgriffin@griffinhumphries.com>; Susan O. Porter <porters@dnr.sc.gov>;
WhiteheadV@dnr.sc.gov; jharmon@griffinhumphries.com; Natili, Heather <hrhodes@sfaa.sc.gov>; Gillins,
Pamela <pamela.gillins@prp.sc.gov>

Subject: [External] RE: Appellate Case N0.2026-000914 - South Carolina Dept. of Natural Resources Project
No. P24-6052-PG Case No. 2025-5

The Court has received your filing. A stamped copy is attached for your records.
Thank you!

From: Liz Herron <lherron@hlpwlaw.com>

Sent: Thursday, April 30, 2026 4:01 PM

To: Court Of Appeals Filings <ctappfilings@sccourts.org>

Cc: Greg Placone <gplacone@hlpwlaw.com>; Nick Nybo <nicknybo@hlpwlaw.com>; Elouise Usry

<EUsry@hlpwlaw.com>; O'Keefe, Stephen <stephen.okeefe@prp.sc.gov>; Grier, Manton
<mgrier@ogc.sc.gov>; Jim Griffin <jgriffin@griffinhumphries.com>; Susan O. Porter <porters@dnr.sc.gov>;
WhiteheadV@dnr.sc.gov; jharmon@griffinhumphries.com; hrhodes@sfaa.sc.gov; pamela.gillins@prp.sc.gov
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THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA
In The Court of Appeals

APPEAL FROM THE SOUTH CAROLINA
PROCUREMENT REVIEW PANEL
Willie D. Franks, Chairman

Case No. 2026-000914

In Re: Haren Construction Co., Inc.

Project No. P24-6052-PG
Beaufort-Waddel Mariculture
Maturation Ponds Maintenance — Re-Bid

Paragon Inc. of South Carolina, LL.C, Chief Procurement Officer, State Fiscal Accountability
Authority, and South Carolina Department of Natural Resources,

of which Paragon Inc. of South Carolina, LLC and Chief Procurement Officer, State Fiscal
Accountability Authority are the Appellants/Respondents, South Carolina Department of Natural
Resources is the Respondent/Appellant, and Haren Construction Co., Inc. is the Respondent.

RESPONSE TO MOTION TO STAY
AND REQUEST FOR EXPEDITED BRIEFING SCHEDULE

Appellant/Respondent Chief Procurement Officer (CPO) takes no position on the motion
to stay filed by co-Appellant/Respondent Paragon Inc. of South Carolina, LLC (Paragon).
Naturally, by filing an appeal, the CPO believes the appeals filed by Paragon and the CPO have
merit. The CPO recognizes the time-sensitive nature of the project and therefore supports the
request for an expedited briefing schedule. Notably, the CPO, Paragon, and the South Carolina

Department of Natural Resources all support an expedited briefing schedule, while the only party





that opposes the request for an expedited briefing schedule is Respondent Haren Construction, Co.,

the party currently holding the contract with DNR.

Respectfully s

Manton M. Grier, Jr. ~—
Office of General Counsel

State Fiscal Accountability Authority
1333 Main Street, Suite 600

Columbia, South Carolina 29201

(803) 737-0600

ATTORNEYS FOR THE CHIEF
PROCUREMENT OFFICER OF THE
STATE FISCAL ACCOUNTABILITY
AUTHORITY

Columbia, South Carolina

May 1, 2026






THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA
In The Court of Appeals

APPEAL FROM THE SOUTH CAROLINA
PROCUREMENT REVIEW PANEL
Willie D. Franks, Chairman

Case No. 2026-000914

In Re: Haren Construction Co., Inc.

Project No. P24-6052-PG
Beaufort-Waddel Mariculture
Maturation Ponds Maintenance — Re-Bid

Paragon Inc. of South Carolina, LLC, Chief Procurement Officer, State Fiscal Accountability
Authority, and South Carolina Department of Natural Resources,

of which Paragon Inc. of South Carolina, LLC and Chief Procurement Officer, State Fiscal
Accountability Authority are the Appellants/Respondents, South Carolina Department of Natural
Resources is the Respondent/Appellant, and Haren Construction Co., Inc. is the Respondent.

PROOF OF SERVICE

The undersigned certifies that I have served all counsel in this action with the Chief
Procurement Officer’s Response to Motion to Stay and Request for Expedited Briefing Schedule
by emailing a copy to each attorney listed below.

James M. Griffin Greg Placone
Griffing Humphries LLC Nick Nybo
8906 Two Notch Rd, Suite 200 Hudson Lambert Parrott, LLC
P.O. Box 999 (29202) 176 Croghan Spur
Columbia, SC 29223 Charleston, SC 29407
jgriffin @ griffinhumphries.com gplacone @hlpwlaw.com
nicknybo @hlpwlaw.com
Attorney for Appellant/Respondent Paragon Attorneys for Respondent Haren Construction
Inc. of South Carolina, LLC Co., Inc.





Van Whitehead

Susan O. Porter

S.C. Department of Natural Resources
260 D. Epting Lane

West Columbia, SC 29172
whiteheadv@dnr.sc.gov

porters @dnr.sc.gov

Attorneys for Respondent/Appellant S.C.
Department of Natural Resources

Columbia, South Carolina

May 1, 2026

Manton M. Gerier, Jr.

Office of General Counsel

State Fiscal Accountability Authority
1333 Main Street, Suite 600
Columbia, South Carolina 29201
(803) 737-0600

ATTORNEYS FOR THE CHIEF
PROCUREMENT OFFICER






Subject: Appellate Case N0.2026-000914 - South Carolina Dept. of Natural Resources Project No. P24-6052-
PG Case No. 2025-5

*** EXTERNAL EMAIL: This email originated from outside the organization. Please exercise caution
before clicking any links or opening attachments. **%*

SENT ON BEHALF OF D. GREGORY PLACONE, ESQ.:

Please find attached for filing Respondent Haren Construction Co., Inc’s Return to Appellant
Paragon Inc. of South Carolina, LLC d/b/a Paragon Builders’ Motion to Stay and Request for
Expedited Briefing Schedule, and Proof of Service, in the above-referenced matter.

Thank you for your assistance and please let me know if you have any questions or need
anything further. Thank you.

Best regards,

. -
Liz Herron s HI p
Legal Assistant .

HUDSON LAMBERT PARROTT, LLC

m

Hudson Lambert Parrott, LLC

201 W. McBee Ave F

Suite 450 e e
reenville, SC 29601 INSTRUGTIUN

t: 864-235-5535 I
e: lherron@hlpwlaw.com

hipwlaw.com

Our mailing address has changed therefore, please forward all future correspondence to our street address

The content of this email is confidential and intended for the recipient specified in message only. It is strictly forbidden to
share any part of this message with any third party, without a written consent of the sender. If you received this message by
mistake, please reply to this message and follow with its deletion, so that we can ensure such a mistake does not occur in the
future.

~~~ CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE ~~~ This message is intended only for the addressee and may
contain information that is confidential. If you are not the intended recipient, do not read, copy,
retain, or disseminate this message or any attachment. If you have received this message in
error, please contact the senderimmediately and delete all copies of the message and any
attachments.
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