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*** EXTERNAL EMAIL: This email originated from outside the organization. Please
exercise caution before clicking any links or opening attachments. ***

Good Afternoon,

Attached please find a letter in lieu of a formal return to Appellant’s pro se Motion to Stay
Sentencing Pending Appeal in State v. April Jargvavia Lilliston (2026-001056). Counsel
for Appellant is copied on this email.

If you will, please confirm receipt.

Thank you,

CAROLINE COLLINS, Administrative Support Manager
South Carolina Attorney General’s Office

Criminal Appeals | Office 803-734-3723 | ccollins@scag.gov
P.O. Box 11549 | Columbia, SC 29211

scag.gov

This email, together with any attachments, may be legally privileged. If you have received it in error, please notify
the sender immediately, and then delete it from your system. This email and any replies to this email may be
subject to disclosure under the Freedom of Information Act.
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ALAN WILSON
ATTORNEY GENERAL

May 6, 2026

VIA EMAIL ONLY

The Hon. Jenny A. Kitchings

Clerk of Court, South Carolina Court of Appeals
1220 Senate Street

Columbia, South Carolina 29201

Re:  The State v. April Jargvavia Lilliston
Appellate Case No. 2026-001056

Dear Ms. Kitchings,

Please accept this letter in lieu of a formal return to Appellant April Jarqvavia Lilliston's
Emergency Motion to Stay Sentence Pending Appeal, filed with this Court on April 30, 2026, in
the above referenced appeal.

In her pro se motion, Appellant appears to be asking this Court for an appeal bond pursuant to Rule
246 of the South Carolina Appellate Court Rules.

The State takes no position regarding the outcome of this motion and instead defers to this Court's
discretion whether to permit an appeal bond and whether to impose any conditions this Court may
deem necessary should it permit an appeal bond.

The State notes that the victim in this case has requested an appeal bond be granted. The victim
has provided an email to that extent, which is attached as Attachment A.

Additionally, as it appears Appellant is a represented party in the matter to which her pro se motion
relates, the State believes it is prohibited from engaging in direct communications with Appellant
at this time. See generally Rule 4.2, RPC, Rule 407, SCACR. Based on this belief, the State
respectfully requests that Appellant's listed appellate counsel share the State's response to
Appellant's pro se motion with Appellant.

[continued on following page]
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ALAN WILSON
ATTORNEY GENERAL

Should the Court have any questions or concerns, or if a more formal return is desired, please do
not hesitate to contact me.

Sincerely,

Brian H. Gibbs
Assistant Attorney General
S.C. Bar No. 104137

BHG/

cc: Wanda H. Carter, Esq.
Julie Marie Shivers, Esq.
Rachel H. Janowski, Esq.
Mark R. Farthing, Esq.
Victim Advocacy Division
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ATTACHMENT A

Victim's Email





From:

To: Trisha Allen
Subject: Lilliston Appeal
Date: Saturday, May 2, 2026 11:15:18 AM

You don't often get email from _ Learn why this is important

My name is m and I am 18 years old. April Lilliston is my mother, and I am
asking that the sentence to be held or pushed back. So, that my mother and father can attend
my graduation. I am writing to express how much it means to me to have her present at my
graduation. This is a once-in-a-lifetime milestone that I have worked hard to achieve, and it
would not feel complete without both of my parents there to support me. Having my mother
attend would mean a great deal emotionally, as this moment represents not only my
accomplishments but also the journey and challenges we have gone through as a family. I truly
want to share this special day with both of my parents, and her presence would make this
important occasion even more meaningful to me.
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