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1 - Notice of Appeal (May 1, 2026).pdf
(94K)Dear Clerk,
                                                                                                                        
Please find attached the following documents for filing in the above-referenced appeal, pro se:
                                                                                                                        
  1. Notice of Appeal (filed with lower court May 1, 2026)
  2. Amended Notice of Appeal (filed with lower court May 4, 2026)
  3. Notice of Errata (filed with lower court May 8, 2026)                                                      
  4. Order on Defendant's Motion to Compel Arbitration and Stay Case (entered February 27,
2026)
  5. Order Denying Plaintiff's Rule 59(e) Motion to Alter or Amend (entered April 3, 2026)      
                       
  6. Statement That No Transcript Will Be Ordered                                                                      
  7. Certificate of Service                                                                                             
                                                                                                                        
  Respectfully submitted,                                                                                               
                       
  /s/ Marvin Donald Prioleau                                                                      Marvin Donald
Prioleau
  2308 Dundee Street                                                                               North Charleston, SC
29405
  Plaintiff/Appellant, Pro Se                                                                      (843) 709-1402
  mave843@gmail.com                                   
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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA  


 


COUNTY OF CHARLESTON 


 


MARVIN DONALD PRIOLEAU,  


 


                                          Plaintiff, 


 


v.  


 


HONDA FINANCIAL SERVICES  


(AMERICAN HONDA FINANCE 


CORPORATION)  


COURT OF COMMON PLEAS 


NINTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 


 


Civil Action Case No.: 2025-CP-10-03283 


 


 


ORDER ON DEFENDANT’S MOTION 


TO COMPEL ARBITRATION, AND 


MOTION TO DISMISS 


 


 


 
THIS MATTER came before the Court on October 10, 2025, on Defendant’s Honda 


Financial Services (American Honda Finance Corporation) (hereinafter “Defendant”) Motion to 


Compel Arbitration and Motion to Dismiss. Marvin Donald Prioleau, Plaintiff, appeared pro-se; 


and Natasha M. Durkee and Lauren E. Tuffo, from the law firm Walker Allen, PLLC, appeared 


on behalf of Defendant. Having considered the pleadings, motions, oral arguments, and applicable 


law, the Court makes the following conclusions:  


 


1. Plaintiff commenced this action on or around June 6, 2025. See Complaint. 


Plaintiff’s Complaint includes the following causes of actions against Defendant: (1) Fraud and 


Misrepresentation; (2) Violation of South Carolina Unfair Trade Practices Act; (3) Violation of the 


Equal Credit Opportunity Act; (4) Violation of the Fair Credit Reporting Act; (5) Breach of 


Contract and Breach of Duty of Good Faith and Fair Dealing; (6) Unconscionability and 


Rescission; (7) Declaratory and Injunctive Relief; (8) Violation of UCC Remedies for Fraud; (9) 


Violation of the California Consumer Credit Reporting Agencies Act; and (10) Violation of 


California Civil Code § 2982.9. See Generally Id.  


 


2. Plaintiff’s causes of action arise out of two lease agreements (the “Subject 


Contracts”) that Plaintiff entered into with an independent dealership located in Gardena, 


California for a 2023 Honda Ridgeline (VIN No.: 5FPYK3F74PB058019) (the “Subject Vehicle”). 


See Complaint; see also Exhibits “A” and “B” to Plaintiff’s Complaint. Plaintiff acknowledges 


that, at least one of the two Subject Contracts, formed a binding contract between the parties. See 


Complaint at ¶56.  


 


3. On July 11, 2025, Defendant filed its initial Motion to Compel Arbitration and 


Motion to Dismiss in response to Plaintiff’s original Complaint. See Defendant’s Motion to 


Compel Arbitration and Motion to Dismiss dated July 11, 2025.  
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4. On July 17, 2025, Plaintiff filed an “Amended Complaint” against Defendant that 


appears to solely amend “Section IV (Damages) and Section V (Prayer for Relief)” of Plaintiff’s 


initial Complaint. See Amended Complaint at p. 1.  


 


5. On August 1, 2025, Defendant filed its second Motion to Compel Arbitration and 


Motion to Dismiss in response to Plaintiff’s Amended Complaint. See Defendant’s Motion to 


Compel Arbitration and Motion to Dismiss dated August 1, 2025.  


 


6. The Subject Contracts included a statement near the top of the purchase order’s first 


page indicates in bold, the following print: 


 


NOTICE: ALL PAGES OF THIS LEASE CONTAIN IMPORTANT TERMS 


AND CONDITIONS, INCLUDING AN ARBITRATION PROVISION. THE 


TERMS AND CONDITIONS ON ALL PAGES ARE PART OF THIS 


LEASE.  


 


See Ex. “A” at p. 1, and “B” at p. 1 to Plaintiff’s Complaint (emphasis original). 


 


7. The last sentence in the Subject Contracts state:  


YOU CONFIRM THAT BEFORE YOU SIGNED THIS LEASE, WE GAVE 


IT TO YOU, AND YOU WERE FREE TO TAKE IT AND REVIEW IT. YOU 


ACKNOWLEDGE THAT YOU READS ALL PAGES OF THIS LEASE, 


INCLUDING THE ARBITRATION PROVISION ABOVE [], BEFORE 


SIGNING BELOW. YOU CONFIRM THAT YOU RECEIVED A 


COMPLETELY FILLED-IN COPY WHEN YOU SIGNED THIS LEASE. 


 


See Ex. “A” at p. 6, and “B” at p. 6 to Plaintiff’s Complaint (emphasis original). 


 


8. Moreover, the Subject Contracts included an arbitration provision that states the 


following, in part: 


 


Any claim or dispute, whether in contract, tort, statute or otherwise (including the 


interpretation and scope of this Arbitration Provision, and the arbitrability of the 


claim or dispute), between you and us or our parents, subsidiaries, affiliates, 


employees, officers, agents, representatives, predecessors, successors or assigns, 


(individually and collectively “us” or “our”) which arises out of or relates to your 


credit application, origination or servicing of this Lease, the manufacture, delivery, 


condition, or performance of this Vehicle, any representations, omissions, or 


warranties, or any resulting transaction or relationship (including any such 


relationship with third parties who do not sign this Lease) shall, at your or our 


election, be resolved by neutral, binding arbitration and not by a court action.  


 


See Ex. “A” at p. 6, and “B” at p. 6 to Plaintiff’s Complaint (emphasis added). 
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9. The Subject Contracts also stated that: 


 


Any arbitration under this Arbitration Provision shall be governed by the Federal 


Arbitration Act (9 U.S.C. § 1 et seq.) and not by any state law concerning 


arbitration. Any award by the arbitrator shall be in writing and will be final and 


binding on all parties, subject to any limited right to appeal under the Federal 


Arbitration Act. 


 


Id.  


 


10. “The policy of the United States and of South Carolina is to favor arbitration of 


disputes.” Parsons v. John Wieland Homes & Neighborhoods of the Carolinas, Inc., 418 S.C. 1, 6, 


791 S.E.2d 128, 131 (2016).  


 


11. Here, the scope of the Subject Contracts cover any resulting transactions or 


relationships. The purpose of all rules of contract construction is to determine the parties’ intention 


as well as their purposes, at the time the contract was entered into. Masters v. KOL, Inc., 431 S.C. 


28, 39, 846 S.E.2d 893, 898 (Ct. App. 2020); U.S. Bank Tr. Nat. Ass’n v. Bell, 385 S.C. 364, 374, 


684 S.E.2d 199, 205 (Ct. App.2009).  


 


12. Further, here, both of the arbitration agreements that are contained within the 


Subject Contracts, respectively, provide that “[t]his Arbitration Provision shall survive any 


termination, payoff, or transfer of this Lease.” See Ex. “A” at p. 6, and “B” at p. 6 to Plaintiff’s 


Complaint. As the South Carolina Court of Appeals noted in Casey Masters v. KOL, Inc. d/b/a Kia 


of Greenville, this language “expresses the parties’ intent to retain the option of arbitration even 


after an event” such as the assignment of the lease to Defendant. and as such is the basis for the 


Court’s ruling in this matter.  


 


WHEREFORE, it is therefore ORDERED, ADJUDGED and DECREED as follows:  


 


1. Defendant’s initial Motion to Compel Arbitration dated July 11, 2025, and 


Defendant’s second Motion to Compel Arbitration dated August 1, 2025, are GRANTED pursuant 


to the Federal Arbitration Act and the plain language of the Subject Contracts; and  


 


2. This action is STAYED until the claim is resolved by final and binding arbitration.  


 


IT IS SO ORDERED.  


 


     _________________________ 


     T.J. Rode, Circuit Court Judge  
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Charleston Common Pleas


Case Caption: Marvin  Prioleau VS   Honda Financial Services , defendant, et al


Case Number: 2025CP1003283


Type: Order/Other


So Ordered


s/ T.J. Rode (#2792)


Electronically signed on 2026-02-27 11:48:50     page 4 of 4
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FORM 4  


STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA        JUDGMENT IN A CIVIL CASE  


COUNTY OF       


IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS      CASE NO.        
 


 


      


  


      


PLAINTIFF(S)  DEFENDANT(S) 
 


 


DISPOSITION TYPE (CHECK ONE) 


 JURY VERDICT. This action came before the court for a trial by jury.  The issues 


have been tried and a verdict rendered. 
 


 DECISION BY THE COURT.  This action came to trial or hearing before the court. 


The issues have been tried or heard and a decision rendered.  
 


 ACTION DISMISSED (CHECK REASON):  Rule 12(b), SCRCP;  Rule 41(a), 


SCRCP (Vol. Nonsuit);  Rule 43(k), SCRCP (Settled); 


 Other       
 


 ACTION STRICKEN (CHECK REASON):  Rule 40(j), SCRCP;  Bankruptcy; 


 Binding arbitration, subject to right to restore to confirm, vacate or modify 


      arbitration award;  


   Other       
 


  STAYED DUE TO BANKRUPTCY 


 


  DISPOSITION OF APPEAL TO THE CIRCUIT COURT (CHECK APPLICABLE BOX): 


   Affirmed;   Reversed;   Remanded;   


 Other        
   


  NOTE:  ATTORNEYS ARE RESPONSIBLE FOR NOTIFYING LOWER COURT, TRIBUNAL, OR 


ADMINISTRATIVE AGENCY OF THE CIRCUIT COURT RULING IN THIS APPEAL.  


IT IS ORDERED AND ADJUDGED:  See attached order (formal order to follow)  Statement of Judgment 


by the Court:  


 


ORDER INFORMATION 


This order  ends  does not end the case.                                                   See Page 2 for additional information.  


  


For Clerk of Court Office Use Only  
 


 


This judgment was electronically entered by the Clerk of Court as reflected on the Electronic Time Stamp, and a 


copy mailed first class to any party not proceeding in the Electronic Filing System on                         . 


 


  


  


  


  


  


  


  


NAMES OF TRADITIONAL FILERS SERVED BY MAIL 


Marvin Prioleau for Marvin Prioleau
Marvin Prioleau for Marvin Prioleau
Honda Financial Services


04/03/2026


✔


2025CP1003283


Pursuant to Rule 59(e) SCRCP, on March 9, 2026,  Plaintiff Prioleau filed a motion to
alter or amend the order of this Court dated February 27, 2026. Under the applicable
standard, this motion is respectfully denied.


Honda Financial Services et alMarvin Prioleau


Charleston


✔


✔
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Court Reporter:       
 
E-Filing Note:  The date of Entry of Judgment is the same date as reflected on the Electronic File Stamp and the clerk's 


entering of the date of judgment above is not required in those counties. The clerk will mail a copy of the judgment to 


parties who are not E-Filers or who are appearing pro se. See Rule 77(d), SCRCP.  
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Charleston Common Pleas


Case Caption: Marvin  Prioleau VS   Honda Financial Services , defendant, et al


Case Number: 2025CP1003283


Type: Order/Electronic Form 4


So Ordered


s/ T.J. Rode (#2792)


Electronically signed on 2026-04-03 11:30:56     page 3 of 3
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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA


IN THE COURT OF APPEALS


Appeal From Charleston County


Court of Common Pleas


The Honorable T.J. Rode, Circuit Court Judge


MARVIN DONALD PRIOLEAU,


Plaintiff/Appellant,


v.


AMERICAN HONDA FINANCE CORPORATION


d/b/a Honda Financial Services,


Defendant/Respondent.


STATEMENT THAT NO TRANSCRIPT WILL BE ORDERED


Pursuant to Rule 207(b)(1), SCACR


Appellant Marvin Donald Prioleau hereby gives notice that no transcript will be ordered in


this appeal.


As to the Order Granting Defendant’s Motion to Compel Arbitration and Stay Case,


entered February 27, 2026: A motion hearing was held on October 10, 2025, at which


the Court announced its ruling from the bench. Defendant’s counsel thereafter prepared


the formal written order, which was entered February 27, 2026. This appeal challenges


legal errors appearing on the face of that written order. The issues on appeal, including


the failure to conduct the mandatory formation inquiry required by 9 U.S.C. § 4 and S.C.


Code Ann. § 15-48-20(a), are determined entirely from the written order and the pleadings


and motions in  the  record.  The content  of  the  oral  proceedings is  not  necessary  for


determination of the issues presented.


Case No.: 2025-CP-10-03283


1 of 2







As to the Order Denying Plaintiff’s Rule 59(e) Motion to Alter or Amend, entered April


3, 2026: That motion was decided entirely on the written submissions of the parties. No


oral hearing was held.


No transcript will be ordered for either proceeding.


Respectfully submitted,


/s/ Marvin Donald Prioleau


Marvin Donald Prioleau


2308 Dundee Street


North Charleston, SC 29405


Plaintiff/Appellant, Pro Se


(843) 709-1402


mave843@gmail.com


Dated: May 12, 2026
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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA


IN THE COURT OF APPEALS


Appeal From Charleston County


Court of Common Pleas


The Honorable T.J. Rode, Circuit Court Judge


MARVIN DONALD PRIOLEAU,


Plaintiff/Appellant,


v.


AMERICAN HONDA FINANCE CORPORATION


d/b/a Honda Financial Services,


Defendant/Respondent.


CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE


I,  Marvin Donald Prioleau, hereby certify  that I  served a true and correct copy of  the


following document in the above-captioned matter:


Statement That No Transcript Will Be Ordered


upon counsel of record for Defendant by depositing the same in the United States Mail,


first-class postage prepaid, addressed as follows:


Natasha M. Durkee, Esq.


Lauren Tuffo, Esq.


Walker Allen LLP


Post Office Box 1068


Mount Pleasant, SC 29465


and


Case No.: 2025-CP-10-03283
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Walker Allen LLP


10800 Sikes Place, Suite 250


Charlotte, NC 28277


This mailing was deposited on May 12, 2026.


/s/ Marvin Donald Prioleau


Marvin Donald Prioleau


2308 Dundee Street


North Charleston, SC 29405


Plaintiff/Appellant, Pro Se


(843) 709-1402


mave843@gmail.com


Dated: May 12, 2026
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