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*** EXTERNAL EMAIL: This email originated from outside the organization. Please
exercise caution before clicking any links or opening attachments. ***

Dear Clerk:

Pursuant to Rule 262(a)(3), SCACR, and In re Methods of Filing and Service Under Rule 262
of the South Carolina Appellate Court Rules, App. No. 2020-000447, at 1 (b)(2) (S.C. Sup. Ct.
filed Apr. 24, 2024), attached for filing are Carolina Orthopaedic and Neurosurgical
Associates, ASC, LLC’s Initial Brief and Designation of Matter in the above-referenced case.
Also enclosed for filing is a proof of service, as well as a copy of our email serving this
document on all counsel, pursuant to paragraph (d)(1) of the Supreme Court’s Order.

Should the Court have any questions or concerns, please don’t hesitate to contact us. Thank
you for the Court’s time and attention to this matter.

Respectfully,

Victoria Cordoni
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STATEMENT OF FACTS

This appeal arises from a $6 million verdict on medical malpractice claims related to post-
operative care Chi Hun Kim, M.D. and Megan Nicholas, P.A. provided to the late Albert Charles
Jefferies. A Spartanburg County jury awarded $3 million each to Andrea Allen, as Personal
Representative of the Estate of Albert Charles Jefferies, deceased (the Estate) and nonparty
Michelle Hemphill, Jefferies’ other daughter.

Although the Estate named Carolina Orthopaedic and Neurosurgical Associates, ASC, LLC
(CONA ASC) as a defendant in its second amended complaint, CONA ASC did not employ Dr.
Kim or Nicholas and was not involved in Mr. Jefferies’ medical care. At a post-trial hearing, all
counsel told the circuit court another entity—Carolina Orthopaedic and Neurosurgical Associates
P.A.—should be substituted for CONA ASC and held liable for the judgment. The circuit court
found CONA ASC is not a proper defendant and entered an order amending the caption.

ARGUMENT

As the circuit court correctly ruled, CONA ASC is not a proper defendant and cannot be
held liable for the judgment in this case. Because other issues remain outstanding, CONA ASC
files this brief out of abundance of caution to preserve all issues and defenses applicable to it
should the Court determine further consideration is necessary. To that end, pursuant to Rule
208(b)(6), SCACR, CONA ASC adopts the Statement of the Issues, Statement of the Case, Facts,
Standard, and Argument sections of Dr. Lim’s and Nicholas’s briefs to the extent not inconsistent
with its position that it is not a proper party and not liable for any judgment in this case.

CONCLUSION
The Court should affirm that CONA ASC is not a proper defendant—and the judgment is

not enforceable as to it—and grant such further relief as is consistent with that determination.
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May 13, 2026
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/s/Vordman Carlisle Traywick, 111
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Appellant Carolina Orthopaedic and Neurosurgical Associates, ASC, LLC designates the
matters identified by Appellants Chi Hun Kim, M.D. and Megan Nicholas, P.A. to be included in
the Record on Appeal as if fully set forth here.

Pursuant to Rule 209(c), SCACR, the undersigned counsel certify that this designation

contains no matter that is irrelevant to this appeal.
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2026-05-13 Initial Brief of Appellant CONA, ASC, LLC - AS SERVED(45688775.1).pdf
2026-05-13 Appellant CONA, ASC, LLC"s Designation of Matter - AS SERVED(45688776.1).pdf
2026-05-13 Proof of Service - CONA, ASC, LLC"s Initial Brief and Designation of Matter - AS
SERVED(45688777.1).pdf

Dear Counsel:

Pursuant to Rule 262(c)(3), SCACR, attached for service are Carolina Orthopaedic and
Neurosurgical Associates, ASC, LLC’s Initial Brief and Designation of Matter being filed in the
Court of Appeals of South Carolina today.

A copy of this email will be filed with the Proof of Service.

Should you have any questions or concerns, please don’t hesitate to contact us.

Thanks,

Victoria
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STATEMENT OF FACTS

This appeal arises from a $6 million verdict on medical malpractice claims related to post-
operative care Chi Hun Kim, M.D. and Megan Nicholas, P.A. provided to the late Albert Charles
Jefferies. A Spartanburg County jury awarded $3 million each to Andrea Allen, as Personal
Representative of the Estate of Albert Charles Jefferies, deceased (the Estate) and nonparty
Michelle Hemphill, Jefferies’ other daughter.

Although the Estate named Carolina Orthopaedic and Neurosurgical Associates, ASC, LLC
(CONA ASC) as a defendant in its second amended complaint, CONA ASC did not employ Dr.
Kim or Nicholas and was not involved in Mr. Jefferies’ medical care. At a post-trial hearing, all
counsel told the circuit court another entity—Carolina Orthopaedic and Neurosurgical Associates
P.A.—should be substituted for CONA ASC and held liable for the judgment. The circuit court
found CONA ASC is not a proper defendant and entered an order amending the caption.

ARGUMENT

As the circuit court correctly ruled, CONA ASC is not a proper defendant and cannot be
held liable for the judgment in this case. Because other issues remain outstanding, CONA ASC
files this brief out of abundance of caution to preserve all issues and defenses applicable to it
should the Court determine further consideration is necessary. To that end, pursuant to Rule
208(b)(6), SCACR, CONA ASC adopts the Statement of the Issues, Statement of the Case, Facts,
Standard, and Argument sections of Dr. Lim’s and Nicholas’s briefs to the extent not inconsistent
with its position that it is not a proper party and not liable for any judgment in this case.

CONCLUSION
The Court should affirm that CONA ASC is not a proper defendant—and the judgment is

not enforceable as to it—and grant such further relief as is consistent with that determination.
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ASSOCIATES, ASC, LLC’S DESIGNATION OF MATTER TO BE
INCLUDED IN THE RECORD ON APPEAL

Appellant Carolina Orthopaedic and Neurosurgical Associates, ASC, LLC designates the
matters identified by Appellants Chi Hun Kim, M.D. and Megan Nicholas, P.A. to be included in
the Record on Appeal as if fully set forth here.

Pursuant to Rule 209(c), SCACR, the undersigned counsel certify that this designation

contains no matter that is irrelevant to this appeal.
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PROOF OF SERVICE

Pursuant to Rule 262(c)(2), SCACR, I certify that I have served Appellant Carolina
Orthopaedic and Neurosurgical Associates, ASC, LLC’s Initial Brief and Designation of Matter

on the following counsel of record by email on May 13, 2026.

John Martin Grantland C. Mitchell Brown

Wesley B. Sawyer William C. Wood, Jr.

Murphy & Grantland, P.A. Nelson Mullins Riley & Scarborough, LLP
PO Box 6648 Post Office Box 11070

Columbia, SC 29260 Columbia, SC 29211
jgrantland@murphygrantland.com mitch.brown@nelsonmullins.com
wsawyer@murphygrantland.com bill. wood@nelsonmullins.com

Counsel for Appellant Chi Hun Lim, M.D. Counsel for Appellant Meghan Nicholas, P.A.
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gjowers(@jjsjustice.com
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John S. Nichols
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Counsel for Respondent
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Stephen P. Groves, Jr.
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and Neurosurgical Associates, P.A.

/s/Vordman Carlisle Traywick, 111
Vordman Carlisle Traywick, II1
ROBINSON GRAY STEPP & LAFFITTE, LLC
Post Office Box 11449

Columbia, South Carolina 29211
Itraywick@robinsongray.com
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