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THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA
In The Court of Appeals  

_______________

APPEAL FROM RICHLAND COUNTY
Court of Common Pleas

Thomas W. McGee, III, Circuit Court Judge
   _______________

Appellate Case No. 2025-002437
______________    

South Carolina Public Interest Foundation, and John Sloan, individually and on behalf of all 
others similarly situated,………………………………………………………… Appellants, 

v.

South Carolina State Law Enforcement Division, and Mark Keel, in his official capacity as 
Chief of the South Carolina State Law Enforcement Division,………………. Respondents.  

________________________

MOTION FOR EXTENSION 
________________________

Respondents South Carolina State Law Enforcement Division and Mark Keel, in his 

official capacity as Chief of the South Carolina State Law Enforcement Division (“Respondents”) 

respectfully request a thirty (30) day extension of time to file their Initial Brief and Designation of 

Matter, which are currently due on or before June 1, 2026.  This is Respondents’ first request for 

an extension of these deadlines.  Respondents request the extension based on their counsel’s work 

obligations in other matters.  If the Court grants the requested extension, the new deadline for 

Respondents’ Initial Brief and Designation of Matter will be July 1, 2026.  Counsel for the parties 

have conferred, and Appellants consent to the requested extension. 
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SMITH│ROBINSON

    s/ Daniel C. Plyler                                              
Daniel C. Plyler, SC Bar No. 72671
Austin T. Reed, SC Bar No. 102808
Frederick N. Hanna, Jr., SC Bar No. 104659
3200 Devine Street
Columbia, SC 29205
T: 803-254-5445
F: 803-254-5007
Daniel.Plyler@SmithRobinsonLaw.com  
Austin.Reed@SmithRobinsonLaw.com 
Fred.Hanna@SmithRobinsonLaw.com 

G. Murrell Smith, Jr., SC Bar No.: 66263
Post Office Box 580
Sumter, SC  29151-0580
Murrell@SmithRobinsonLaw.com

Adam L. Whitsett, SC Bar No.: 74888
Paul T. Ahearn, III, SC Bar No.: 103321
SC Law Enforcement Division 
Post Office Box 21398
Columbia, SC 29221-1398 
awhitsett@sled.sc.gov 
pahearn@sled.sc.gov 

Counsel for Respondents

Columbia, South Carolina

May 22, 2026
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE
__________________________________

Pursuant to Section (d)(1) of the Supreme Court’s Order Methods of Electronic Filing and 
Service Under Rule 262 of the South Carolina Appellate Court Rules (As Amended May 6, 2022), 
the undersigned employee of Smith Robinson Holler DuBose and Morgan, LLC, counsel for the 
Respondents South Carolina State Law Enforcement Division and Mark Keel, does hereby certify 
that service of the Motion for Extension in the above-captioned matter was made upon all counsel 
of record by email only this the 22nd day of May, 2026, as follows:

James G. Carpenter, Esquire
james.carpenter@carpenterlawfirm.net

Jeremy Peterman, Esquire
jpeterman@orrick.com

Barry Friedman, Esquire
barry.friedman@nyu.edu 

Alexandra E. Menegakis, Esquire
allie@clekis.com

P. Alesia Rico Flores, Esquire
alesia@alesiaflores.com

attorneyalesia@gmail.com

s/ Daniel C. Plyler          
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Melissa S. Segear

From: Melissa S. Segear

Sent: Friday, May 22, 2026 10:57 AM

To: James Carpenter; jpeterman@orrick.com; allie@clekis.com; alesia@alesiaflores.com; 

barry.friedman@nyu.edu; attorneyalesia@gmail.com

Cc: Fred Hanna; Daniel C. Plyler; Austin Reed; Murrell Smith; awhitsett@sled.sc.gov; Ahearn, 

Paul; danielle@clekis.com; ahearnpt@gmail.com; ahearnpt@gmail.com

Subject: SCPIF v. SLED (2025-002437)

Attachments: COS-MTE.pdf; Respondents' Motion for Extension of Time.pdf

Categories: Smokeball

Attached herewith and served upon you please find the Motion for Extension of Respondents in 

regard to the above matter.   

 

Thank you! 

 

Daniel C. Plyler 
 

   

Columbia
 

 3200 Devine Street 
Columbia, SC 29205 

      

Camden:  
 

803.432.1992
  

Sumter:
 

   803.778.2471 
     

  

Melissa S. Segear 
Paralegal 
 

Office:  803.254.5445  

Direct: 803.704.1097  

Email:  melissa.segear@smithrobinsonlaw.com
   

 

Follow us:  
 

 

 

     

 

 

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: The information transmitted, including any attachments, is intended only for the person or entity to which it is addressed 
 and may contain confidential and/or privileged material. Any review, retransmission, dissemination or other use of, or taking of any action in reliance 
 upon, this information by persons or entities other than the intended recipient is prohibited. If you received this in error, please contact the sender and 
 delete the material from any computer, intentional interception or dissemination of electronic mail not belonging to you may violate federal or state law. 
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