
ALAN WILSON 
  ATTORNEY GENERAL

REMBERT C. DENNIS BUILDING     ●     POST OFFICE BOX 11549    ●    COLUMBIA, SC 29211-1549    ●    TELEPHONE 803-734-3970    ●   FACSIMILE 803-253-6283

May 26, 2026 

The Honorable Patricia A. Howard 
Clerk of Court, Supreme Court of South Carolina 
P.O. Box 11330 
Columbia, SC 29211 
(by email only – supctfilings@sccourts.org)  

Re:  Justin J. Lewis, #362322 v. State of South Carolina 
       Appellate Case No: 2026-001087 
       Lower Case No: 2019-CP-21-00580 

Dear Ms. Howard: 

Please accept this letter in response to this Court's request for a status on the final 
order dated May 22, 2026.   

The Honorable Walton J. McLeod, IV, signed the initial order of dismissal on 
March 24, 2026 (Attachment 1), and mailed it to the Florence County Clerk of Court.  That 
signed order was never received by the Clerk's Office.  On May 7, 2026, my office 
requested that Judge McLeod sign another order and again mail it to the Florence County 
Clerk of Court.  As of the date of the letter received from this Court, that order has not been 
filed with the Florence County Clerk of Court.  Accordingly, I contacted Judge McLeod's 
law clerk to inquire about the order and was informed that the new order was signed and 
mailed on May 8, 2026 (Attachment 2).   

As of today, May 26, 2026, that order has not been filed with the Florence County 
Clerk of Court.  My return to the letter is due today, and I have not had a chance to reach 
out to the Florence County Clerk of Court to determine whether they would accept the copy 
of the signed order as the original.  I intend to do that tomorrow, May 27, 2026, and will 
update the Court accordingly. 

Should the Court require any further information regarding this matter, please do 
not hesitate to contact me.   

May 26 2026



 

Sincerely, 
 
 
 
D. RUSSELL BARLOW, II 
Senior Assistant Deputy Attorney General 
SC Bar #105228 

 
cc: Justin J. Lewis, pro se 
 
 
 



May 26 2026



















































May 26 2026


















































