From: Rebecca Halupa

To: White, Della; Court Of Appeals Filings
Subject: Appeal Package

Date: Friday, May 22, 2026 11:21:07 AM
Attachments: Appeal package.pdf

*** EXTERNAL EMAIL: This email originated from outside the organization. Please
exercise caution before clicking any links or opening attachments. ***

Good afternoon,
Please see attached.
Thank you!

Rebecca Halupa

Paralegal

ond Judicial Circuit Public Defender
211 York Street, NI

P.O. Drawer 2247

Aiken, SC 29802

803 642-1732
803 642-1739 (fax)
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mailto:/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=usera9c6462e
mailto:ctappfilings@sccourts.org

STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA ) STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA
COUNTY OF AIKEN ) IN THE COURT OF APPEALS
)
) INDICTMENT#;
STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA ) 2026GS0201306
Vs, )
)
DAWON ] WELLS }
DEFENDANT )
o )

RULE 203(B) EXPLANATION

Pursuant to Rule 203(B)(iv), the undersigned asserts that he does not have a good
faith basis to believe that any issues are properly before the Court of Appeals, and
the undersigned did not object to the sentence or file a motion to reconsider the
sentence. The Defendant then contacted an attorney in the Public Defender’s
Office telling him that he wanted an appeal filed in his case. The undersigned has
filed the instant appeal at the request of the Appellant because the Sixth
Amendment requires counsel to follow the Appellant’s request. See Frazier v.
South Carolina, 430 F.3d 696, 706 (4™ Cir.2005) (“A defendant has a right to
pursue a direct appeal, even if frivolous, which counsel must assist as ‘an active
advocate on behalf of his client.””) (Quoting Anders v. California, 386 U.S. 738,

744 (1967)).

Respectfully Submitted,

Barty Thompson
Assistant Public Defender
Post Office Drawer 2247
Aiken, South Carolina 29802
803-642-1732

May 22, 2026





OFFICE OF THE SECOND JUDICIAL CIRCUIT PUBLIC DEFENDER
211 York Street, NE
Post Office Box 2247
Aiken, South Carolina 29802

May 22, 2026

South Carolina Commission
On Indigent Defense
Attention: Della White

P. 0. Box 11589

Columbia, SC 29211

RE: NOTICE OF INTENT TO APPEAL
DAWON J WELLS
2026GS0201306

Dear Mrs. White:

Please find enclosed Notice of Intent to Appeal, Indictments, Arrest Warrants,
Sentence Sheets, and Defendant’s affidavit of indigency.

Dawon ] Wells plead guilty on May 19, 2026, to Domestic Violence 2" degree. He
was sentenced before Judge David S. Graham, and he appeals his conviction. Penny

Johnson served as the Court Reporter.

[ am available to discuss this case if you desire.

Sincerely,
B

arry Thompson
Assistant Public Defender

BT: rh
Enclosure





NOTICE OF INTENT TO APPEAL
THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA
IN THE COURT OF APPEALS
FROM AIKEN COUNTY
May 22, 2026

Indictment #: 2026GS0201306

THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA -- Respondent
VS.

DAWON J WELLS -- Appellant

NOTICE OF INTENT TO APPEAL

Dawon J Wells plead guilty on May 19, 2026, to Domestic Violence 2nd
degree. He was sentenced before Judge David S. Graham, and he appeals his conviction.

Penny Johnson served as the Court Reporter.

Barry Thompson
Attorney for Defendant





Other Counsel of record is:
Michelle Hajher

Assistant Solicitor

Post Office Box 3368

Aiken, South Carolina 29802

NOTICE OF INTENT TO APPEAL
State of South Carolina

Vs:

Dawon J Wells

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE
I, Rebecca, do herby certify that I have this day served the original of Appellant’s
Notice to Appeal upon the South Carolina Court of Appeals, and copies of appellant’s
Notice of Intent to Appeal to the Clerk of Court of Aiken County and to Michelle Hajher
Assistant Solicitor, Second Judicial Circuit by email:

South Carolina Court of Appeals
Post Office Box 11629
Columbia, SC 29211

South Carolina Commission
Of Appellate Defense

P. O. Box 11589

Columbia, SC 29211

Clerk of Court

Aiken County Judicial Circuit
Post Office Box 583

Aiken, South Carolina 29802

Michelle Hajher

Assistant Solicitor

Post Office Drawer 3368
Aiken, South Carolina 29802

o
Oted this 22" day of_IM 4 %’ , 2026,

LoCCC

Secretary to Appellant’s Attorney
Post Office Drawer 2247

Aiken, SC 29802

803-642-1732






STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA SENTENCE ORDER IN THE COURT OF GENERAL SESSIONS

COUNTY OF AIKEN ) INDICTMENT/CASE#: 2026GS0201306
STATE ) AW 2026A0220100223
VS. ) Date of Offense: 03/31/2026
Dawon Jagoues Wells ) S.C.Code § 16-25-20(C)(4}a). 16-26-20(A)(2), 16-25-20(D)
AKA: SSN: ) CDR Code#: 3812
)

RACE: Black SEX: Male DOB: Range of Offense: NMT 3 yrs and/ar $2,500-5K

In dlsposwop of the above Indictment comes now the Defendant whowas 0 CONVICTEDOF  or B PLEADS

TO: Domestic Violencs - 20d Dearea Range of Offense Pled: NMT 3 yrs and/or $2,500-5K .
16-25-20(C){4)(a), 16-25-20(A)(2),
In violation of § 16-25-20(D) of the §.C. Code of Laws, baaring COR Code # 3812

® NON-VIOLENT O VIOLENT O SERIOUS 0O MOST SERIOUS O Mandatory GPS 0 §17-2545
(CS8C wiminor 1% or CSC wiminar 3')

The charge is: O  As indicted, O Lesser Included Offense, B  Defendant Waives Presentment to Grand Jury O V/

The pleais: [@Negoliated 3 yrs S$S 3 years probation with DAC, Mental l%detqmined ation, an ting class.
Michelle Hajher 103089 Dowgn Loty a ’% o

Solicitor SCBar# Defense Attorney [4 SC Bar#t

The Defendant is commitied to the E’ scoc [0 County Detsntion Center [ Home Incarceration Program
for a determinate term of ___ 3 daysimenth<{eadsFime-Served [ YOANTE ___ years and/or shall pay a fine

of$, ;. provided that upon the service of days/months/yearsiTime Served and or payment

of$_____:pluscosts and assassments as applicable®; the balance is su_shended with probation for 2 ¥ggﬁ

monthsiyears and subject to SCDPPPS standard conditions of probation, which are ncorpora ra

O The sentence shal! run CONCURRENT or [ CONSECUTIVE to sentence on:
The Defendant s to be given credit for tima served pursuant to S.C. Code § 24-13-40 to ba calculated and applied by SCDC.

= _Gaydwerts [] Toinclude time spent on monitored house arvest prior to rial and sentencing.
SPECIAL CONDITIONS:

O epwe

[0  No Contact with Victim E/Dumestic Violence Intervention Program Egow for Inpatient Treatment

0  sex Offender Registry pursuant to 5.C. Code § 23-3-430 AC/MHC 1f necessary

O Central Registry of Child Abuse and Neglect pursuant to S.C. c&f 17-2(—1 as

M Other. e\Oee

= \ Resfitution _§

[0 RESYITUTION Bee Saparate Ordar (20% per S.C. Code § 24-21-490 (B) ) FINE: .S _
§14-1-206 (Assessments 107.5%) s F.
§14-1-211 (A}{1XConv. Surcharge) Fine/Costs and Assessments ase fo be paid lo the $100 $ Eiﬁub
§14-1-211 (A{2XDUI Surcharge) si0 g
§56-5-2095 (DUI Assessment) Cilerk of Court within days/months 512 s
§56-1-286 (DU| Breath Test) $25 s
§14-1-212 (Law Enforce. Funding) $25 s 15.00
§14-1-213 (Drug Court Surchazge) s150 ¢
§34-11-T0{b)aned(c). and 34-1-90(c}and(d) (Admin Fraud Chack Couit Costs) $41 s
§50-21-114 (BUI Breath Test Fee) $50 $
§56-5.2042(J) (Vehicle Assassment) $40/ea s
3% to County (if paid in instalments) TBD _$ \g_’\g
O  Appointed PD or eppointed other counsel, Proviso requires $500 be paid to Clark during probation and shafl

be colected before any other fees §500 s 5D0 ®
O & )7-3:30() Uppaid Adplicatin e¢ 10 be paid 10 the Public Defender Fund TBD s
ToraL (00575

‘ AN ‘5""‘[&: :&J %&' M" SCCAZ7R

Judpe Coda Sentence Dale Presiding Judige 0172772025





WITNESSES

Aiken Department of Public Safety

Christopher Weathersbee - Aiken Depariment of

DOCKET NO. 2026G50201306

The State of South Carolina
County of Aiken

Law Enforcement Case #: 2026-01504

COURT OF GENERAL SESSIONS

JULY TERM 2026

MH

ARREST WARRANT NUMBER

THE STATE

DAWON JACQUES WELLS

vs.
202640220100255- o_ld E’!N.@F

CDR : 3812

Foreperson of Grand Jury
Date: July 2, 2026

VERDICT

Indictment For

Domestic Violence - 2nd Degree

SC Code: §16-25-20(C)(4)(a), 16-25-20
(A)(2), 16-25-20(D)

Foreperson of Petit Jury
Dale:

Bill Weeks, Solicitor





STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA ; INDICTMENT FOR

COUNTY OF AIKEN ) Domaestic Violence - 2nd Degree

§16-25-20(C)(4)(a), 16-25-20(A)
(2), 16-25-20(D)

At a term of the Aiken County Grand Jury convened on July 2, 2026, the Grand Jurors of Aiken
County present upon their oath:

That DAWON JACQUES WELLS did, in Aiken County, South Carolina, on or about March 31, 2025,
offer or attempt to cause physical harm or injury to a household member of
Dawon Jacques Wells, with apparent present ability under circumstances which reasonably created
fear of imminent peril, and the offense was committed in the presence of a minor, all in vioiation of
Section 16-25-20(C)(4)(a), 16-25-20(A){2), 16-25-20(D), of the South Carolina Code of Laws (1976),
as amended.

Against the peace and dignity of the State, and contrary to the statute in such case made and
provided.






ARREST WARRANT STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA ) ORIGINAL v by

[] County  [X] Municipatity of ) AFFIDAVIT S
. 2026A0220100223 Aiken y /7 Lonpep for
STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA Personally appeared before me ihe affant  Christopher L Weathersbee who
_H_ County/ H Municipality of )
being duly swom deposes and says that defendant  Dawon Jacques Wells
Aiken did within this county and slate on orabout  3/31/2026 violate the cnmnal laws of the
State of South Carclina (or ordinance of D County/ _M_ Municipality of Aiken )
THE STATE 202501504 in the folowing particuars:
against
Dawon Jacques Weils DESCRIPTION OF OFFENSE: Domestic / Domestic Violence, 2nd degree
Address:
e —— - further state ™at there is probable cause to believe that the defendant named above did commil
Phone: —_ SsN o — the crime set fortn and that probable cause is based on the loflowing facts:
Sec M Rawce: B__ Hegnt: 6 32 Weiht 210 y:pon information and belief, the defendant, Dawon Wells, did on 03-31-2026 commit the offense of Domestic Violence 2nd
D.Swme. gCc  OL& R T Degree. The defendant did strike the victim in the face. The victim was heard yelling let go of me. stop hitting me. The victim was
DOB: Agency OR' & SC0020100 heard saying she needed Lo open the door all while officers were knocking on the door. This incident occurred in the presence of the
Prosecuting Agency:  Aiken Depaniment Of Public Safety couple's one-year-old juvenile daughter. Wells was found hiding in a closet, which he used the juvenile's crib to block the closet
Prosecuting Officer.  Chnistopher L Weathersbee - $00711 door. The juvenile was in the crib at the time. This offense did occur at 808-A Brandt Court, which is within the city limits of
Offense: Domestic / Domestic Violence, 2nd degree Aiken, 5.C. and is in violation of South Carolina 1976 Code of Laws as amended.

Ofense Code: 3812

Code/Ordinance Sec:  16-25-0020{C) Signature of Affiant \ ﬁ&:&.\ \.N“
] /

ST e STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA
D County: H Muricipaity of D Countyt E Municipality of W_ Affianrs Addess  §34 Beaufort St, Ne
The accused ) Aiken, SC 29801-
5 o be amesied and Dbrought Defore me to be Aiken Affiant's Telephone  (803)642-7620
dealt with accorhng to the law.
) ARREST WARRANT
“Signaiie of Judge
Cate: TO ANY LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICER OF THIS STATE OR MUNICIPALITY OR ANY CONSYABLE OF THIS COUNTY:
It appearing from the above affidavit that there are reasonable grounds t¢  believe that
RETURN
o delv: on orabout  3/31/2026 defendant Dawon Jacques Wells

on

A of this_amest wamant was o
copy g@m U ‘wn& violate the criminal laws of the State of South Camlina (or ordinance of
defendant UP.\DIm’b,. wi [] Coumyl  [X] Municipaityef  Aiken } as set forth below:

- % Und
/

a DESCRIPTION OF OFFENSE: Domestic / Domestic Violence, 2nd degree
K3 Na - 2
- — L3 xusan_o:.auacna_oouﬁcwa?mngnnawa:uiﬂn!oau&oaao.qoc-a%i&%SéSnﬂag!aw:_nﬁugzaﬁ

SRR Uee] her befora me forthwith 10 be dealt with according to law. A copy of this Amrest Warant shall be delivared 1o the defendant at the time of its execution. of as

RETURN WARRANT TO:

General Sessions
PO Box 583

109 Park Avenue
Aiken, SC 29302

ORIGINAL

soon thereafter as is practicable
Swom to and subscribed belora me j]
on 4f 26 ] )
Judge's Address  Post Office Box 1177
Ls} ) Aiken, SC 29802-1177
Traceyynn Carroll ) Judge's Telephone  (803)642-7676
Judge Code: 6814 ) lssuing Court. _H_ Magistrate E Municipal _U Circuit

ORIGINAL ORIGINAL ORIGINAL ORIGINAL ORIGINAL ORIGINAL





BAIL set by WITNESSES

o Lo Moz T

Type and Amount;

Name of Surety

PRELIMINARY HEARING held by

Telephone

Judge

Name

on Address:

Defendant Attorney” Telephone

Decswon: Name
Address

Telephone:

DMSPOSITION before
Narme:

Address

Telephone.

1 elc
wdicals jury tnal, tral plea nol pros R

Disposition: Address:

Sentence’ Telephone:

JURORS Narme:
Address:

Telephong.

Narne: — SN
Bl e T
Address:

Telephone:

CODEFENDANTS






STATE OF SOUTH CARGLINA ]
) AFFIDAVIT OF INDIGENCY AND
IKEN ) AFPLICATION FOR APPOINTED COUNSE]

STATE VS, ) 6 (’.Q l oS ijl-i

ARREST WARRANT / TICKE I & CHARGI': -

Jmu_aac_aot_@zza_mmsf_um_m__

COUNTY OF

I ARE YOU PRESENTLY EMPLOYED? Yl-.!,‘\n& ; if ves, Please state the nane and wldress of vour empoyer and the
amoot gf your safary or wages per month and or week.
A ——
NAME. T e __ ADDRESS:
——y
NET WAGLS: $ ___ WEEKLY /BI-WEEKLY /MONTIILY

If Vo, please sune the name and adelress of your former employer, date of termination arl the amotnt of your salary or wages
e

EMPLOYER: S e —
NEI WAGES: § o WECKLY/BI WEEKLY/ MONTIILY DATE OF TERMINATION:
R
1 HOUSEHOLD MUMBLR(S) LMPLOYER {if applicable): -
—
NET WAGES § T WEEKLY /BI-WEEKLY / MON'TIILY

3. Have you or household member(s) received within the past twelve months nny money Trom any of the following sources?

a.  Business. Profession or Sell-Employment? Yes N
b, Rent Payinents, [nterest or Dividends? Yes_ Na
¢.  Peasions. Annilics or Life Insuranee Payments? Yeg =5° Nu
d.  Gilisor nheritinee? Yes Na_
¢.  Any Other Source (including Unemiploy ment, Retirement. Disab lity andfor Food Stamps)? Yes No

If the answer 10 any guestion ahove is "Yes ™, please list the sowree of the maney and the ammnt received within the last 12 momihs
—____'___.d
SOURCE: AMOUNT:

4. LIST BY NAML, AGE AND RELATIONSLIP T0O YOU. ANY PERSONS WHO ARL DEPENDENT UPON YOU FOR SUPPORT,
INDICATE BESIDL EATH TIOW MUCH YOU CONTRIBUTLE TOWARD THEIR SUPPORT.

NAME: )&nk, ,\ul'.-} RELATIONSINP: QZ_‘ 09_5 AMOUNT S M')/Lj

NAMI } s AGE: R I.AIIONSH]P AMOUNT $
NAME: AGL: l i1 A'IIONSIIII’ AMOIUNT §

5. DO YOU HAVE CASIL OR DO YOU HAVEANY MONLEY IN A CHIZCRING OR SAVINGS ACCOUNT
CASI: § CHECKING: § . . SAVINGN: §

6. DO YO OWN ANY REAL PSTATE, STOUKS, BONDS. NOTES OR OTHER VALUABLE PROPERTY. EXCLUDING
ORDINARY HOUSLEHOLD FURNISHEINGS AND CLONING? YES N(y —

~
PLIASE SPLCIFY:






/_____/

TORISE THE IYPL O NERICE (SEYOU OWN Y EARMARL MOBDELY

———ee
PAHYYOR” YIS NO AMUU ST UOF PAYMINISI S
£ DO YCUOR HOUSTHO! O MEPMBER #AY RENT OR MORIGAGE? o /}ﬁd! u-'/l// (‘,1[/454
9 AMOUNT OF DIBES, LILAS. MORTAGLS 11C? L gv back

———
AMOUNT &

1 do solemnly swear that the infarmation reported by me for this application for comnsel does contiin a true wnd Tull
account of atl my reat and personal estate. debts, credits and effiets whatsoever withow exception, which | orany person in trust
for me have or al the time of my possession had. or am. or was i any way respect, enitled . in possession, remainder or
reversion. and that | have not at any tme sinee charges were made against me or before, directly or indirectly sold, lesised.
assigned. or otherwise disposed of any property . or made over in trust for my selll or otherwise. other than mentioned herein,

1 enderstand that the appointment of counsel creates a clabm against the assets nnd estate of the person who is
provided counsel or the purents or tegal guardians of a juveniic in the amount equal to the costs of represcntation less the
amount paid to appointed counsel, the public defeader office and/ox the Commissivn un Tudigent Defense. 1 understand
such clnim shull be fited in the Office of the Clerk of Court where 1. my chilid, or ward ave assigned counsel, but that the
filing of » claim shall not constitute » lien ngainst my real or personal property unless, in the discretion of the Court, part
or all of such a claim is reliced to judgment by appropriate Order of the Court, after serving me with at least thirty (30)
duys notice that judgment witl be entered.

{ wnierstnd that puesuant (o $17-3-300b), 1 any required to pay o non-refundable $46.00 application fee to the
Public Defewder's Qffice for public defender services or other appainted connsel,

| am financially unable to employ counsel and requesi that counsel be assigred 1o represent me. ) understand that T am
entitled 1o at least 30 das s notice betore a claim against me may be reduced w judgment. and | do hereby waive the right 1o such
nolice.

N,

R‘/(‘ Yy e
Wpplicant

Sworn 1o before me this Z day off ﬁf)}’[_} .M Z(.o
@ ) Notany Public for South Caroling. My commission expires: _(ﬂ"'l/J \

RACE: YO SEX:Y :\(‘-F.:-?,{S/ TR IV AL OUT ON BOND
SSN: DAL OF ARREST: Y- )

OALE OF BIRI'T1: . BOND AMOUNT: | 0,040

ADDRESS: BONDSMAN:

CHY &STATE o CO-DEFENDANTS:

TELEPHONE: |
E-MAILL:

The applicant’s request Tor counsel is heveby

GRANTED J-uc]_l-z-c"-élcrl\ or Depfuty

DENTED DATLE:











