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THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA 
In the Court of Appeals 

____________________ 

APPEAL FROM RICHLAND COUNTY 
Court of Common Pleas 

Daniel Coble, Circuit Court Judge 

_____________________ 

Appellant Case No.: 2026-000357 

Civil Action No. 2022-CP-40-05552 

_____________________ 

South Carolina Automobile and Truck Dealers Association,......................................... Respondent, 

v. 

South Carolina Department of Consumer Affairs, ............................................................ Appellant. 

______________________________ 

PROOF OF SERVICE 
______________________________ 

 I, the undersigned attorney for the Appellant South Carolina Department of Consumer 

Affairs, do hereby certify that on May 27, 2026, I have served all parties to this appeal (via 

electronic mail) with a copy of the documents referenced below: 

 Documents Served: APPELLANT’S INITIAL BRIEF AND APPELLANT’S   
DESIGNATION OF MATTER 

 
 Parties For Service: James Y. Becker: jbecker@hsblawfirm.com  
    Sarah Hodges: shodges@hsblawfirm.com 
    Vincent A. Sheheen: vsheheen@thesavagefirm.com 
    Sarah P. Spruill: sspruill@hsblawfirm.com  
     

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

May 27 2026
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s/Peter M. Balthazor    
Peter M. Balthazor S.C. Bar No. 68244 
RILEY POPE & LANEY, LLC 
2838 Devine Street (29205) 
Post Office Box 11412 
Columbia, South Carolina 29211 
(803) 799-9993 
peteb@rplfirm.com 
Counsel for Appellant 

May 27, 2026 



 

May 27, 2026 

VIA EMAIL ONLY 
The Honorable Jenny Abbott Kitchings 
Clerk of Court  
South Carolina Court of Appeals 
1220 Senate Street 
Columbia, South Carolina 29201 
 

RE: South Carolina Automobile and Truck Dealers Association v. South Carolina 
Department of Consumer Affairs 

  Appellate Case No.: 2026-000357 
 
Dear Madam Clerk: 

 Pursuant to Section (b)(2) of the Supreme Court’s Order Methods of Electronic Filing and 
Service Under Rule 262 of the South Carolina Appellate Court Rules (As Amended April 24, 
2024), please find enclosed for filing the Initial Brief of Appellant and Appellant’s Designation 
of Matter to be Included in the Record on Appeal with regard to the above-referenced appeal. 
By copy of this letter, I am serving copies on all counsel of record by email only pursuant to Section 
(d)(1) of the same Supreme Court Order.  
 

Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any questions concerning this matter. 
 

Sincerely, 
      
      s/Peter M. Balthazor 
 

Peter M. Balthazor 
 
PMB/ams 
 
Enclosure 
 
cc: James Y. Becker, Esq. 

Vincent A. Sheheen, Esq. 
Sarah P. Spruill, Esq. 

 Sarah Hodges, Esq. 

May 27 2026


