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SOUT;! CAROLINA COMMISSION ON INDIGENT DEFENSE
Division of Appellate Defense )
1330 Lady Street, Suite 401 Wanda H. Carter, Chief Appellate Defender

Columbia, South Carolina 29201-3332

Post Office Box 11589

Columbia, South Carolina 29211-1589
Telephone: (803) 734-1330
Facsimile: (803) 734-1345

May 20, 2026

Mr. Denardis Jamon Kilgo, 359897
Lieber Correctional Institution

PO Box 205

Ridgeville, SC 29472

Re: Your Case
Dear Mr. Kilgo:

I'am in receipt of your letters from May 12 and May 19, 2026. I am returning your
original “Notice of Conflict of Interest” which I would interpret as a motion to relieve me as your
attorney of record. If that was your intent, you are free to file the motion to relieve me as counsel
with the appellate court as that type of motion would not be considered a pro se filing on the
merits. The Court of Appeals should accept the filing as a motion to relieve counsel. I would
suggest adding “Notice of Conflict of Interest and Motion to Relieve Counsel” as the title to your
filing. Again, as we have previously discussed (several times), it our arguments on direct appeal
are unsuccessful, you will be free to assert during PCR that your trial counsel was ineffective for
rw Ecusswm&%whﬂiﬂgﬁconﬁm the victim’s DNA was
not present on the glove admitted into evidence) and you can assert I was ineffective in failing to
raise legal issues that were presented at trial (such as the denial of the directed verdict motion
(Trial Transcript page 413 — 414). It is my opinion that there was sufficient evidence presented to
deny the directed verdict motion. You certainly are within your rights to disagree with that
assessment. That would be a basis for asserting ineffective assistance of appellate counsel, as the

motion was made by your trial attorney and ruled upon. The appropriate avenue to address our
disagreement over similar points would be through a PCR action if your direct appeal fails.

/] O-



You are, of course, free to call me to discuss these matters. Again, a motion to relieve
counsel is not a filing on the merits and does not fall within the prohibition on hybrid
representation. You are certainly within your rights to file the motion with the appellate court if
you so desire. I do not see any conflict of interest as that phrase has specific legal meaning. We
have a disagreement as to how to argue the merits of your appeal, not a conflict of interest. If I
am wrong on the merits of an argument that could have been presented as part of your direct appeal,
that would be properly addressed at a later stage (such as PCR).

GHI/sl




Division of Appellate Defense
1330 Lady Street, Suite 401 Wanda H. Carter, Chief Appellate Defender
Columbia, South Carolina 29201-3332

Post Office Box 11589

Columbia, South Carolina 29211-1589
Telephone: (803) 734-1330
Facsimile: (803) 734-1345

February 10, 2026

Mr. Denardis Jamon Kilgo, 359897
Lieber Correctional Institution

PO Box 205

Ridgeville, SC 29472

Re: Your Case
Dear Mr. Kilgo:

Attached please find a copy of all briefs filed in connection with your direct appeal as
well as the record on appeal (the briefs cite to the record and not other transcripts). The record on
appeal would not include matters during trial that are not raised or addressed in the briefs, an
example would be jury selection when there has been no objection related to the jury.

You have asked me to become involved in obtaining the material from your trial
counsel related to their file in anticipation of initiating PCR in the future. That is not my role. Your
trial counsel will maintain copies of your Rule 5 and Brady material as well as their file material
in case you do seek relief under PCR. In fact, you will waive the attorney-client privilege for that
material and it will be made available to an attorney representing you through PCR as well as the
attorney general’s office who will contest any PCR action.

[ am happy to provide you information related to your direct appeal and discuss those
matters with you. At the close of the case, if a new trial is not ordered, I will provide you
information on proceeding with PCR. At that stage, I will be happy to provide you some thoughts
on matters you can assert based upon claims of ineffective m
raised preliminarily in the brief you forwarded to me in December (a copy of which is attached Tor
your records). As you will have every right to assert that I was also ineffective andling your
direct appeal during any PCR matter you may file, PCR is an issue you will need to seek legal
advice and direction from another lawyer. During your future PCR action (if needed), the Court
will appoint counsel for you (if you are indigent and do not retain private counsel). Ido not fault
you for preparing in advance of the need for PCR, but my role and representation of you involves




your direct appeal. We can address and discuss potential PCR options in the future, but your focus
now should be on the matters that occurred during trial as raised in the briefs.

Sigcerely,

GHJ/sl

Appellate Defender
Enclosure
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SOUTH CAROLINA COMMISSION ON INDIGENT DEFENSE
Division of Appellate Defense
1330 Lady Street, Suite 401 Wanda H. Carter, Chief Appellate Defender
Columbia, South Carolina 29201-3332

Post Office Box 11589

Columbia, South Carolina 29211-1589
Telephone: (803) 734-1330
Facsimile: (803) 734-1345

November 18, 2025

Mr. Denardis Jamon Kilgo, 359897
Lieber Correctional Institution

PO Box 205

Ridgeville, SC 29472

Re: Your Case
Dear Mr. Kilgo:

Thank you for your letter. You asked a couple questions regarding certain factual issues
that were raised during trial, specifically regarding the absence of blood on the gloves and the
testimony about inconsistent statements regarding the QT manager. Those are important factual
matters that could have (and in terms of the blood evidence were) addressed during trial. However,
the appeal process does not relitigate factual matters and the conclusions that can be drawn from
those factual inconsistencies. An appeal must deal with legal issues and not simply an argument
that the facts are not convincing (absent a complete lack of evidentiary support for a charge at
which point a directed verdict motion should be granted).

( Certainly, how your attorneys have handled those factual issues may give rise to a PCR

claim later, but they are not matters that are typically central to resolution of a legal issue on direct
appeal. As always, I am happy to discuss the concerns and questions you have. Feel free to write
me again or reach out by phone when that opportunity arises.

Sincerel

GHJ/dwb Gary H. Johnson
Appellate Defender
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SOUTH CAROLINA COMMISSION ON INDIGENT DEFENSE
Division of Appellate Defense
1330 Lady Stl?ep:t, Suite 401 * Wanda H. Carter, Chief Appellate Defender

Columbia, South Carolina 29201-3332

Post Office Box 11589
Columbia, South Carolina 29211-1589

Telephone: (803) 734-1330
Facsimile: (803) 734-1345

December 2, 2025

"

Mr. Denardis Jamon Kilgo, 359897
Lieber Correctional Institution

PO Box 205

Ridgeville, SC 29472

Re: Your Case
Dear Mr. Kilgo:

I am in receipt of your letter from November 23, 2025. My original response to your
questions regarding the disputed testimony surrounding the QT video and the presence (or
absence) of blood on the glove obviously did not fully address your questions. For any
“prosecutorial misconduct” surrounding the QT video, we would have to go outside the record of
your trial to establish that the prosecutor #1 knew the QT video testimony was going to be
fabricated and #2 put the witness on the stand to provide that false testimony. Since “evidence”
of that false testimony must come from outside the record of your trial, it is a matter that can ONLY
be addressed during PCR. At PCR, you can subpoena the prosecutor and question them about
their knowledge of the QT video issue. There is simply nothing in the record from your trial on
this matter to support a direct appeal issue. Again, it is a matter you can explore at length during

, but not as a matter on direct appeal.

As for the blood (or lack of blood) on the gloves, that is an area where a witness claimed
there was blood, but the forensic testing showed no blood. As such, the jury was free to believe
the witness and assume the blood was removed after the body was buried or disbelieve the witness
and find the gloves never had blood on them (or that some other gloves that were not found had
blood on them as the witness claimed you wore several different pairs of gloves during the
crime). Those were grey areas for the jury to sort out in reaching a verdict. Appellate courts do
not weigh the evidence, they only look to see if there is any evidentiary support for g_c‘tigns taken
by the trial judge. How your lawyer at trial handled those types of factual issues may be an area
to_explore on PCR, for example did he argue in closing that the jury’s ould discredit the witness’
story about the murder since she claimed there was blood on the gloves when the tests showed
there was in fact no blood at all? If your lawyer failed to make proper arguments, that may be a



basis to assert ineffective assistance of counsel.

Junderstand fully your belief that your lawyer did not handle the issue with the QT video

_and the blood on the gloves well. That is no basis to alter or change the br 1ef I have filed on your

behalf. fHowever, just like you can assert your trial lawyer was meﬁ‘ectlve you can at the right
stage assert | was ineffective in handling these two factual issues if we are not successful in gettmg
ou a new trial on the record before the court. T —— R

Also, our office represents mdngent defendants. We do not provide friends or family
members with copies of lengthy court documents they can access for free electronically over C-
Track and download as a pdf. They can access your court filings using your name and download
all the briefs and the transcripts from your appeal at www.ctrack.sccourts.ore.

Sianrely,

GHJ/dwb Gary H./Johnson
Appelldte Defender
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