From: Hines, Russell

To: Court Of Appeals Filings

Cc: Brown, Stephen L.; Davis, Jay; Riddle, Matthew; Justman, Aimee; Beach, Sarah; Grahame Holmes; Jay Parker
Subject: Brown v. Hallmark (2025-CP-18-00231) -- Notice of Appeal

Date: Wednesday, June 3, 2026 11:05:12 AM

Attachments: image001.png

Brown v. Hallmark (2025-CP-18-00231) -- Notice of Appeal.pdf
Appealed Order -- 2026 05-05 -- Order Denying Motion to Compel Arbitration.pdf
Brown v. Hallmark (2025-CP-18-00231) -- POS for Notice of Appeal.pdf

*** EXTERNAL EMAIL: This email originated from outside the organization. Please
exercise caution before clicking any links or opening attachments. ***

Attached for filing in the above-referenced matter, please find our Notice of Appeal, a
copy of the Appealed Order attached thereto, and Proof of Service.

Please Note: The required filing fee will be mailed to the Court.

Thank you.

Russell G. Hines

CLEMENT RIVERS, LLP
www.ycrlaw.com

25 Calhoun Street, Suite 400
Charleston, South Carolina 29401
P.O. Box 993 (29402)
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THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA
IN THE COURT OF APPEALS

Appeal from Dorchester County
Court of Common Pleas

Heath P. Taylor, Circuit Court Judge

Case No. 2025-CP-18-00231

Michael Brown,
as Personal Representative of
the Estate of James Brown,

Respondent,

Hallmark Long Term Care, LLC
d/b/a Hallmark Healthcare Center,

Appellant.

NOTICE OF APPEAL

CLEMENT RIVERS, LLP

Stephen L. Brown (SC Bar No. 66468)
D. Jay Davis Jr. (SC Bar No. 12084)
Matthew O. Riddle (SC Bar No. 76650)
Russell G. Hines (SC Bar No. 72100)
25 Calhoun Street, Suite 400

P.O. Box 993 (29402)

Charleston, South Carolina 29401
(843) 720-5488

Attorneys for Appellant





Other Counsel of Record:

PARKER LAW GROUP, LLP
Grahame E. Holmes (SC Bar No. 68842)
P.O.Box 110

123 South Walter Street

Walterboro, South Carolina 29488
(843) 549-9544

-and-

PARKER LAW GROUP, LLP

John E. Parker, Jr. (SC Bar No. 104225)
P.O. Box 487

101 Mulberry Street East

Hampton, South Carolina 29924
(803) 903-1781

Attorneys for Respondent





Defendant/Appellant, Hallmark Long Term Care, LLC d/b/a Hallmark Healthcare Center
(“Appellant”), hereby appeals the following order of the Honorable Heath P. Taylor, Circuit
Court Judge:

o Order filed May 5, 2026, denying Appellant’s Motion to Compel Arbitration.

A copy of the appealed order is attached hereto and incorporated herein by reference. Appellant
received written notice of entry of the order on May 5, 2026.

Respectfully submitted,
CLEMENT RIVERS, LLP

By:  s/Russell G. Hines
Stephen L. Brown (SC Bar No. 66468)
D. Jay Davis Jr. (SC Bar No. 12084)
Matthew O. Riddle (SC Bar No. 76650)
Russell G. Hines (SC Bar No. 72100)
25 Calhoun Street, Suite 400
P.O. Box 993 (29402)
Charleston, South Carolina 29401
(843) 720-5488

Attorneys for Appellant

Charleston, South Carolina

June 3, 2026










FORM 4
STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA JUDGMENT IN A CIVIL CASE
COUNTY OF Dorchester
IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS CASE NO. 2025CP1800231
Michael Brown et al Hallmark Long Term Care Lic et al

PLAINTIFF(S)

[l

[o]
[
[l

10

DEFENDANT(S)

DISPOSITION TYPE (CHECK ONE)
JURY VERDICT. This action came before the court for a trial by jury. The issues
have been tried and a verdict rendered.
DECISION BY THE COURT. This action came to trial or hearing before the court.
The issues have been tried or heard and a decision rendered.
ACTION DISMISSED (CHECK REASON): |:| Rule 12(b), SCRCP;|:| Rule 41(a),
SCRCP (Vol. Nonsuit); |:| Rule 43(k), SCRCP (Settled);

[ ] other
ACTION STRICKEN (CHECK REASON):[_| Rule 40(j), SCRCP;[_] Bankruptcy;

|:| Binding arbitration, subject to right to restore to confirm, vacate or modify
arbitration award;

[ ] other

STAYED DUE TO BANKRUPTCY
DISPOSITION OF APPEAL TO THE CIRCUIT COURT (CHECK APPLICABLE BOX):

HAffirmed; [_] Reversed; [ ] Remanded;

Other

NOTE: ATTORNEYS ARE RESPONSIBLE FOR NOTIFYING LOWER COURT, TRIBUNAL, OR
ADMINISTRATIVE AGENCY OF THE CIRCUIT COURT RULING IN THIS APPEAL.

IT IS ORDERED AND ADJUDGED: |:| See attached order (formal order to follow) @ Statement of Judgment

by the Court:

Based upon the Court of Appeals decision in Estate of Solesbee by Bayne v.
Fundamental and Operational Services, LLC, 438 S.C. 638, 885 S.E. 2d 144 (Ct. App.
2023), the Court finds and concludes that the Arbitration Agreement and Admission
Agreement did not merge and Defendant’s motions to compel arbitration based on
direct benefit estoppel are denied.

ORDER INFORMATION

This order [ ] ends [0] does not end the case. [ ] See Page 2 for additional information.

For Clerk of Court Office Use Only

This judgment was electronically entered by the Clerk of Court as reflected on the Electronic Time Stamp, and a

copy mailed first class to any party not proceeding in the Electronic Filing System on 05/04/2026 .

James Brown Estate

NAMES OF TRADITIONAL FILERS SERVED BY MAIL

SCRCP Form 4CE (08/31/2017) Page 1 of 2
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Court Reporter:

E-Filing Note: The date of Entry of Judgment is the same date as reflected on the Electronic File Stamp and the clerk’s
entering of the date of judgment above is not required in those counties. The clerk will mail a copy of the judgment to
parties who are not E-Filers or who are appearing pro se. See Rule 77(d), SCRCP.

SCRCP Form 4CE (08/31/2017) Page 2 of 2
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Dorchester Common Pleas

Case Caption: Michael Brown, plaintiff, etal VS Hallmark Long Term CareLlc,
defendant, et al
Case Number: 2025CP1800231

Type: Order/Electronic Form 4

IT ISSO ORDERED.

Heath P. Taylor

Electronically signed on 2026-05-04 16:05:09 page 3 of 3
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THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA
IN THE COURT OF APPEALS

Appeal from Dorchester County
Court of Common Pleas

Heath P. Taylor, Circuit Court Judge

Case No. 2025-CP-18-00231

Michael Brown,
as Personal Representative of
the Estate of James Brown,

Respondent,
V.
Hallmark Long Term Care, LLC
d/b/a Hallmark Healthcare Center,
Appellant.
PROOF OF SERVICE

CLEMENT RIVERS, LLP

Stephen L. Brown (SC Bar No. 66468)
D. Jay Davis Jr. (SC Bar No. 12084)
Matthew O. Riddle (SC Bar No. 76650)
Russell G. Hines (SC Bar No. 72100)
25 Calhoun Street, Suite 400

P.O. Box 993 (29402)

Charleston, South Carolina 29401
(843) 720-5488

Attorneys for Appellant





I, Russell G. Hines, of Clement Rivers, LLP, attorneys for Appellant, hereby certify that,
on June 3, 2026, Appellant’s NOTICE OF APPEAL was served on Respondent by emailing
(see attached email) a copy of the same to his counsel of record:

PARKER LAW GROUP, LLP
Grahame E. Holmes, Esquire
gholmes@parkerlawgroupsc.com
John E. Parker, Jr., Esquire
jayparker(@parkerlawgroupsc.com

Attorneys for Respondent

I also certify that a copy of Appellant’s NOTICE OF APPEAL was today, June 3, 2026,
E-Filed with the lower court (see attached NEF), which also, i.e., in addition to service by email,
effected service of the notice today on all counsel of record via the E-Filing System.

Respectfully submitted,
CLEMENT RIVERS, LLP

By:  s/Russell G. Hines
Russell G. Hines (SC Bar No. 72100)

Attorneys for Appellant
Charleston, South Carolina

June 3, 2026





Hines, Russell

From: Hines, Russell

Sent: Wednesday, June 3, 2026 10:22 AM

To: Grahame Holmes; Jay Parker

Cc: Brown, Stephen L,; Davis, Jay; Riddle, Matthew; Justman, Aimee; Beach, Sarah

Subject: Brown v. Hallmark (2025-CP-18-00231) -- Notice of Appeal

Attachments: Brown v. Hallmark (2025-CP-18-00231) -- Notice of Appeal.pdf; Appealed Order -- 2026

05-05 -- Order Denying Motion to Compel Arbitration.pdf

Attached for service in the above-referenced matter, please find our Notice of Appeal and a copy of the
Appealed Order attached thereto.

Russell G. Hines

CLEMENT RIVERS, LLP
www.ycrlaw.com

25 Calhoun Street, Suite 400
Charleston, South Carolina 29401
P.O. Box 993 (29402)

Phone: (843) 720-5488

Fax: (843) 579-1327

Email: rhines@ycrlaw.com

A% CLEMENT RIVERS, LLP
STY 25 Calhoun Street * Suite 400 * Charleston, SC 29401
&) o4 ycrlaw.com






*asckxck IMPORTANT NOTICE - READ THIS INFORMATION **o*
NOTICE OF ELECTRONIC FILING [NEF]

A filing has been submitted to the court RE: 2025CP1800231

Official File Stamp: 06-03-2026 10:59:22 AM
Court: CIRCUIT COURT

Common Pleas

Dorchester
Case Caption: Michael Brown , plaintiff, et al VS Hallmark Long Term Care Llc , defendant, et al
Document(s) Submitted: Appeal/Notice of Appeal to Court of Appeals

- Exhibit/Filing of Exhibits

Filed by or on behalf of: Russell Grainger Hines

This notice was automatically generated by the Court's auto-notification system.

The following people were served electronically:
Matthew Oliver Riddle for Hallmark Long Term Care Lic et al
Donald Jay Davis, Jr. for Hallmark Long Term Care Llc et al
Russell Grainger Hines for Hallmark Long Term Care Lic et al
Grahame Ellison Holmes for Michael Brown, James Brown
John Elliott Parker, Jr. for Michael Brown, James Brown

The following people have not been served electronically by the Court. Therefore, they must be served by traditional
means:

James Brown Estate










"ATTORNEY-CLIENT PRIVILEGED; DO NOT FORWARD WITHOUT PERMISSION."
The information contained in this transmission is privileged and confidential. It is intended
only for the use of the individual or entity named above. If the reader of this message is not the
intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution or copy of this
communication is strictly prohibited. If you have received this communication in error, please
notify us immediately by telephone or by email to email@ycrlaw.com or by replying to this
message and destroy all copies of this message and all attachments.



