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1 P R O C E E D I N G S


2     (MONDAY, JULY 21,2025; LEXINGTON, SOUTH


3 CAROLINA IN LEXINGTON COUNTY.)


4  CHARLECIA T. LURRY,


5 A witness herein, having been first duly sworn, was


6 examined and testifies as follows:


7 THE COURT:  All right, Solicitor.


8 MS. YONGUE:  Thank you, Your Honor.  Before you


9 is Ms. Charlecia Lurry.  Your Honor, she is charged


10 with one count of unlawful neglect of a child or


11 helpless person.  


12 Your Honor, we have an attorney matter on this


13 case back in April, on April 24th of 2025, at that


14 hearing, Ms. Lurry said that she intended to represent


15 herself. 


16 Your Honor, we have trial notice for Ms. Lurry.


17 We intend on calling this case the term of August the


18 4th of this year. 


19 Ms. Lurry is detained in the Lexington County


20 Detention Center.  So today, Your Honor, I have a copy


21 of all of the paper discovery that I'm going to


22 provide to her, as well -- as inmates are not allowed


23 to have CDs or anything like that.  


24 So the digital discovery, which is the body cam


25 and a 911 call, I have available on a laptop that Ms.
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1 Lurry can watch while she is here. 


2 Your Honor, I also wanted to ask if the Court


3 would be so inclined as to grant her a standby


4 counsel.  I do believe, if she intends to represent


5 herself, that could benefit her. 


6 THE COURT:  All right, just a moment.  All right,


7 Ms. Lurry, did you understand everything the Solicitor


8 just told me about your case? 


9 THE WITNESS:  No, not necessarily. 


10 THE COURT:  What part did not -- what part didn't


11 you understand?


12 THE WITNESS:  That back in 2020, when this


13 originally -- I posted bond and came to court, they


14 said, I need to have a public defender representing if


15 I didn't have the $40 to pay.  


16 And I told her, I'll just represent myself, in


17 terms of, the child being 16, that they said to she


18 can make her own decision.  


19 So I didn't have a decision to make.  I moved to


20 Florida, where I resided in Florida for a year, never


21 received notice about coming back to court of any sort


22 of thing, and I have smaller children to travel on the


23 road.  


24 So I didn't get anything.  And I got served this


25 bench warrant incarcerated.  I've been incarcerated
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1 since last year.  This warrant been open for five


2 years.  I was in Cherokee County Jail, which I have


3 papers to say that I've been incarcerated since last


4 year.  


5 The police assaulted me, causing me to lose my


6 unborn child.  I fought trial there, so now I'm here


7 on this.  I just got transported from Georgia.


8 THE COURT:  All right.  Do you intend to 


9 represent yourself? 


10 THE WITNESS:  I intend to represent myself, over


11 a child that I birthed, yes.  


12 THE COURT:  And this case, is set for trial next


13 month?


14 MS. YONGUE:  August 4th, Your Honor.


15 THE WITNESS:  It says trial date today the 21st -


16 - I got served.


17 THE COURT:  No, your trial is going to be August


18 4th. 


19 THE WITNESS:  That's what it says today.


20 THE COURT:  No, no, this is your hearing.  This


21 is about your attorney situation.  What we're doing


22 today --


23 THE WITNESS:  No.  That was in April.  This says 


24 it's set today -- trial. 


25 THE COURT:  Well, yeah, I'm letting you know what
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1 is today. 


2 Today is about your attorney situation.  They're


3 just -- what State's doing is asking me to make sure


4 you understand that you intend to represent yourself. 


5 THE WITNESS:  That's what was stated in April


6 when I came in. 


7 THE COURT:  That's what we're doing today.  We're


8 going to do it again today, because this is the last


9 opportunity for you to make your decision about


10 whether or not you want to represent yourself. 


11 THE WITNESS:  And I made that clear.


12 THE COURT:  All right.  Well, let me cover a few


13 things with you.  You have an absolute constitutional


14 right to represent yourself --


15 THE WITNESS:  Yes.


16  THE COURT:  -- no doubt about that.  But, there's


17 certain things I got to ask you to make sure you


18 understand what you're doing.  


19 THE WITNESS:  Yes.


20 THE COURT:  Okay.  So I'm not -- I'm not going to


21 ask you about your case.  I don't want you to tell me


22 about your case, circumstances, or any of that.  This


23 is just background information where I can make a


24 decision about whether or not I think you should be


25 able to represent yourself in this particular matter. 
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1 THE WITNESS:  Okay.  Well, she's 21 now, so...  


2 THE COURT:  What is your -- how old are you? 


3 THE WITNESS:  I'm 35.  I'm 35 incarcerated.


4 THE COURT:  All right.  What's your educational 


5 background? 


6 THE WITNESS:  My educational background is ESC I


7 was born with autism and learning disability.


8 Currently, still, been going through this for 25 plus


9 years of my life -- having to learn to speak for


10 myself, nobody to represent me, no advocates, nothing. 


11 That's why I tend to represent myself as now that


12 my child is 21-years-old.  And I had to learn to


13 represent myself.


14 THE COURT:  All right.  Okay, do you -- have you


15 ever been involved in a criminal trial before? 


16 THE WITNESS:  I just had a criminal trial in


17 Georgia state over an officer that assaulted me.  Jay


18 Fulwinder, III, killed my unborn child. 


19 THE COURT:  All right, what's the -- do you


20 understand the nature of the charges against you and


21 the possible?  What's the possible penalty on this,


22 Solicitor?


23 MS. YONGUE:  Your Honor, it's a 0 to 10 years.


24 THE COURT:  Zero to ten.  Do you understand that?


25 THE WITNESS:  I understand that. 
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1 THE COURT:  Okay.  And she is not -- there is no


2 standby counsel at this point?


3 MS. YONGUE:  There is no standby counsel at this


4 point, Your Honor.  The reason I'm asking for it today


5 is because I have to discovery and she'll have to


6 review the digital evidence while she's here.  


7 THE COURT:  Got it.  Okay.  


8 All right.  Have you ever -- other than being in


9 the courtroom now, have you ever been in the courtroom


10 for anything?  Have you represented yourself in


11 anything else before -- any other kind of proceeding? 


12 THE WITNESS:  Yeah, I have five children that


13 I've birthed since 13-years-of-age.  


14 THE COURT:  Have you been in a courtroom before? 


15 THE WITNESS:  I've been in the courtroom for


16 Department of Children and Families that bribed the


17 same child in this state, South Carolina --


18 THE COURT:  did you represent yourself in that 


19 proceeding? 


20 THE WITNESS:  I represented myself against


21 Phyllis Epps, Wardley Epps, Andre Powell, Otis Brown,


22 yes. 


23 THE COURT:  All right.  Are you familiar with the


24 Rules of Evidence of Criminal Procedure?


25 THE WITNESS:  With evidence?  Like far as like
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1 background?  


2 THE COURT:  No, the actual courtroom evidence


3 rules that we follow, that these attorneys follow when


4 they present cases to juries.  Are you familiar at all


5 with that? 


6 THE WITNESS:  No, this, this will be my second


7 trial.  The rest of the cases, I've been forced to


8 take a plea, threatened to take a plea.  I was


9 threatened by an attorney to take a plea in Georgia


10 State, 


11 THE COURT:  but you hadn't had an attorney in


12 this case, right?


13 THE WITNESS:  No.


14  THE COURT:  Okay.


15 THE WITNESS:  That's why I want to represent


16 myself, because I'm tired of all of that.  


17 THE COURT:  All right, do you understand about


18 the Rules of Criminal Procedure? 


19 THE WITNESS:  I don't understand what you're


20 trying to say, criminal procedure.  I know she just


21 said zero to 10.  That's all I heard. 


22 THE COURT:  Okay, zero to 10 is the punishment.


23 That's what you could be sentence -- if you get


24 convicted by a jury, you could get up to 10 years in


25 prison it would be up to whichever judge me or whoever
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1 else may preside over your case.  That's the


2 punishment part.  What I'm asking you about is the


3 part that gets to the trial, the Criminal Procedure,


4 Rules of Evidence that these lawyers have to follow in


5 order to present a case to a jury.  Do you understand


6 or familiar with Criminal Procedure -- 


7 THE WITNESS:  Like what they need to proove?


8 THE COURT:  Not what they need to do, what you'll


9 have to do as your own lawyer.  Do you understand


10 those rules? 


11 THE WITNESS: Oh, to present -- 


12 THE COURT:  Yeah. 


13 THE WITNESS:   -- evidence.


14 THE COURT:  Right.  Even though --


15 THE WITNESS: -- yeah, me myself, that's all...


16 THE COURT:  But you understand.  You have to


17 follow the same rules that the attorneys have to


18 follow.  It's not an opportunity for you to get up and


19 make a speech.  


20 THE WITNESS:  I would just only have this 


21 (indicating), this is it.


22 THE COURT:  Yeah, but understand that you have to


23 follow the same Rules of Evidence and the same Rules


24 of Criminal Procedure that the Solicitor has to


25 follow.  You understand that?
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1 THE WITNESS:  Okay.  Yes.


2 THE COURT:  You understand that? 


3 And you are not familiar with it?


4 THE WITNESS:  And I'm not familiar with it.


5 THE COURT:  Okay.  Do you understand the risks of


6 representing yourself, meaning that you are not


7 familiar with the procedures in court, and that you as


8 somebody that's not familiar with that will be


9 defending yourself to a jury against the state, who


10 they are familiar with Rules of Criminal Procedure and


11 Evidence.  Do you understand?  Do you understand you


12 will be at a distinct disadvantage by coming into this


13 courtroom by yourself against lawyers who are familiar


14 with the same rules that you have to follow.  Do you


15 understand that?


16 THE WITNESS:  Okay, yeah, I'm already


17 disadvantaged.  So yes, I understand.


18 THE COURT:  I understand you're frustrated with


19 your case.  What I'm asking is, do you understand this


20 position that you would be in by representing


21 yourself? 


22 THE WITNESS:  Yes.


23 THE COURT:  Okay, they're not, not -- their


24 obligation to pull any punches simply because you


25 represent yourself, do you understand that. 
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1 THE WITNESS:  Yes.


2 THE COURT:  Solicitor, what -- the discovery?  


3 She hasn't seen that yet. 


4 MS. YONGUE:  She has not, Your Honor. 


5 THE COURT:  That's the second part. You


6 understand that a lawyer can help you go through that


7 discovery and find out you may have a defense to your


8 case, that somebody who's seasoned meaning, has


9 experience in this courtroom can help you with that if


10 you represent yourself, it's you and that packet of


11 paper, and that's it. 


12 THE WITNESS:  I understand that I'm going to


13 represent myself. 


14 THE COURT:  And tell me -- and I think you said


15 it, but I just want to make sure I'm clear.  How far


16 did you go in school?


17 THE WITNESS:  Ninth grade.  


18 THE COURT:  How long will this trial take? 


19 MS. YONGUE:  A day, Your Honor.  Maybe two days


20 at most.  


21 THE COURT:  Who could be -- how do y'all pick 


22 standby counsel? 


23 MS. YONGUE:  It's usually a Public Defender, Your


24 Honor.  You got a Ms. Mauldin from the Circuit Public


25 Defender.  She would look and see who's available,
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1 trial wise, to be standby.  We've got one upstairs


2 going now but she us somebody's standby. 


3 THE COURT:  All right, Ms. Lurry, like I said, I


4 really you may or may not believe what I'm saying, but


5 I do understand and I hear what you're saying about


6 how frustrated you are with a lot of other things that


7 have taken place, but this is a new matter.  Okay,


8 this whole new case has nothing really to do with


9 anything that has been your experience with court


10 before.  


11 So my concern is about helping -- protecting your


12 rights in this case that's coming to trial in less


13 than three weeks.  


14 You have no experience in a courtroom, and this


15 is not slighting you.  This is letting you know what


16 you could potentially be facing lawyers on that side


17 of the table and practicing law for 30 years. 


18 Okay.  That's not to intimidate you. That is to


19 let you know that you really need somebody who has as


20 much experience as they do to help you with this case.


21 That's all this is about, just trying to find somebody


22 to help you present the best case you can to that


23 jury.  


24 Okay, so understanding all of that, understanding


25 what my role in this is -- is not trying to knock you
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1 down, but just trying to get you to understand what


2 may be in your best interest.  Hearing everything that


3 I've told you this far and mentioned to you just for


4 this far.  Do you still want to represent yourself? 


5 THE WITNESS:  I still want to represent myself.  


6 THE COURT:  All right, okay, well, you do have a


7 right on constitution to represent yourself.  I don't


8 think that's a good decision on your part, but if


9 that's what you'd like to do, I am going to appoint


10 stand by counsel for you.  


11 You need somebody to help you navigate Criminal


12 Procedure and the Rules of Evidence.  This person will


13 not necessarily, they won't be in charge of your case.


14 You will be in charge of your case, okay, but they are


15 there to help you make decisions, strategic decisions,


16 evidentiary decisions, and that kind of thing,


17 potentially if you request their help.  In other


18 words, if rules are mentioned, you don't quite


19 understand that your standby counsel can help you


20 figure out what those are. 


21 You don't give yourself much of any time to get


22 ready for this case given your background in law or


23 lack of it, in law, you understand that?


24 THE WITNESS:  Yes.


25 THE COURT:  And you sure you want to represent 
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1 yourself?  You do not want an attorney?


2  THE WITNESS: I am sure I want to represent 


3 myself. 


4 THE COURT:  Okay.  You don't want an attorney to


5 look at this, talk to you, maybe delay the case and if


6 necessary, to look into things that may be beneficial


7 for your case.  Okay.  


8 THE WITNESS: (Nodding head.)


9 THE COURT:  Okay.  A nodd -- is that "yes" or 


10 "no"? 


11 THE WITNESS:  No.


12 THE COURT:  Okay, all right.   Well, I find that


13 you've made an intelligent and a knowing waiver of


14 your right to counsel, despite many warnings that I've


15 given you, it seems that you understand the nature and


16 the potential consequences of your decision.  


17 And as a backup, I am requesting of having a


18 standby counsel appointed to help you in the case.


19 Again, this is your case.  It's not theirs to guide.


20 It's yours.  But they would that standby cousel would


21 be there to assist you. 


22 You understand that?


23 THE WITNESS:  Yes.


24 THE COURT:  All right.  And as far as I know,


25 states intending to go forward on August the 4th, so
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1 there won't be any continuances unless they move


2 forward.  Or for some reason you decide to move


3 forward, and the Chief Administrative Judge will have


4 to take that up.  You understand that? 


5 THE WITNESS:  Yes.


6 THE COURT:  Okay, all right.


7 MS. YONGUE:  Thank you, Your Honor.


8 THE COURT:  All right, thank you.


9


10


11


12


13


14


15


16


17


18


19


20


21


22


23


24


25 --- END OF TRANSCRIPT OF RECORD ---
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CERTIFICATE


I, THE UNDERSIGNED BRANDI J. BERRY, CERTIFIED


COURT REPORTER FOR THE ELEVENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT OF


THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA, DO HEREBY CERTIFY THAT


THE FOREGOING IS A TRUE, ACCURATE AND COMPLETE


TRANSCRIPT OF RECORD OF ALL THE PROCEEDINGS HAD AND


EVIDENCE INTRODUCED IN THE HEARING OF THE CAPTIONED


CAUSE, RELATIVE TO APPEAL, IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR


LEXINGTON COUNTY, SOUTH CAROLINA, ON THE 21ST DAY OF


JULY, 2025.


I DO FURTHER CERTIFY THAT I AM NEITHER OF KIN,


COUNSEL, NOR INTEREST IN ANY PARTY HERETO.


                         /S/Brandi J. Berry, CVR


COLUMBIA, SOUTH CAROLINA


MARCH 28th, 2026
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abandon the child. 


Ladies and gentlemen, this statute is an "or" 


statute, meaning as long as one of those is met we 


have met our burden, but I submit to you that we have 


proven all of these. 


Let's start with the first one. Place the child 


at unreasonable risk of harm affecting the child's 


life, physical or mental health or safety. You saw it 


for yourself. If someone is on top of you strangling 


you, your health, your physical health, is at sake 


here. Not only that, mental health, definitely your 


safety. Or do or cause to be done unlawfully or 


maliciously any bodily harm to the child. Pay 


attention to the any bodily harm. Harm. Harm. Harm. 


Harm. 


Or willfully abandon the child. You heard the 


defendant when Ms. Gunter was on the stand she had 


been in a different state. The 16-year-old had been 


left in this state. Ladies and gentlemen, this wasn't 


about punishment for something that D.D. did. This 


was an assault, an assault on a 16-year-old child by 


her mother, an assault that the law here in South 


Carolina does not allow. Again, you heard it for 


yourself, you saw it for yourself. 


Now we will ask you to do what the law and 
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Leverett, Scott


From: Leverett, Scott
Sent: Friday, June 5, 2026 4:20 PM
To: Mark Farthing
Cc: Caroline Collins; Johnson, Gary
Subject: 2025-001606 - State v. Charlecia Lurry - Anders Brief of Appellant
Attachments: 2025-001606 - State v. Charlecia Lurry - Anders Brief of Appellant.pdf; 2025-001606 - 


State v. Charlecia Lurry - Record on Appeal.pdf


Dear Mr. Farthing, 
 
          Attached please find the Anders Brief and Record on Appeal in the above referenced case that is being filed 
today with the Court of Appeals. 
 
                             -Scott Leverett 
                               Admin. Asst. for Gary H. Johnson 
                               Appellate Defense 
 






