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Good afternoon,

Attached for service and filing is the motion to compel production of the transcript.
Thank you. 

Adam Ruffin
Ruffin Law Firm, LLC
https://ruffinappeals.com
adam@ruffinappeals.com
(803) 470-5629
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THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA 
In the Court of Appeals 


APPEAL FROM BEAUFORT COUNTY 
Robert J. Bonds, Circuit Court Judge 


Lower Court Case Nos.  
2019-GS-07-01436, 2019-GS-07-01437, 2019-GS-07-01438, 


2019-GS-07-01441, 2019-GS-07-01442, 
2023-GS-07-01601, 2023-GS-07-01602, 2023-GS-07-01603 


The State, Respondent, 


v. 


David Fields, Jr., Appellant. 


Appellate Case No. 2025-000437 


MOTION TO COMPEL TRANSCRIPT 


Undersigned counsel respectfully moves this Court to compel production of the transcript 


in this case within ten days at no cost to Mr. Fields. Undersigned also moves this Court to order 


the court reporter to refund the $750 deposit for the transcript paid by Mr. Fields more than one 


year ago. Undersigned further requests that the court reporter be required to obtain approval from 


the Chief Justice to produce the transcript out of time in accordance with Rule 607(e), 


SCACR. This will ensure that the Chief Justice is made aware of the court reporter’s disregard 


of her responsibilities as a court reporter. Finally, undersigned requests that this Court advise the 


court reporter that her continued failure to produce the transcript will result in contempt 


proceedings against her.  
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Rules 


 Rule 607(d) of the South Carolina Appellate Court Rules requires court reporters to deliver 


a transcript “no later than sixty (60) days after the date of the request.” Rule 607(e) allows a court 


reporter to request additional time if they anticipate “continuous engagement in the performance 


of other official duties which make it impossible to prepare a transcript” within the sixty days. 


“The Office of Court Administration may grant up to three extensions for a total of up to ninety 


(90) days.” Id. However, “[e]xtensions in excess of ninety (90) days shall not be allowed except 


by order of the Chief Justice.” Id. Furthermore, “[t]he willful failure of a court reporter to comply 


with the provisions of this Rule shall constitute contempt of court enforceable by order of the 


Supreme Court.” Rule 607(j), SCACR.  


Timeline 


 The timeline of the court reporter’s failure to produce the transcript in this case is jarring. 


It has been more than one year since the transcript in this case was initially requested by the Office 


of Appellate Defense. (Exhibit 1 – Initial Transcript Order). On June 5, 2025, the court reporter 


requested and received her first thirty-day extension. (Exhibit 2 – First Extension Order). On July 


23, 2025, this Court sent Appellate Defense a letter indicating that the transcript was overdue and 


that Appellate Defense had ten days to provide an update regarding the status of the transcript. 


(Exhibit 3 – First Transcript Overdue Letter). On August 6, 2025, Appellate Defense sent this Court 


a letter notifying this Court that it had not received the transcript or a request for an extension from 


the court reporter.1 (Exhibit 4 – First Transcript Not Received Letter).  


 
1 Appellate Defense sent this letter only after I advised their office of their failure to timely notify 
this Court about the late transcript. I had been made aware of this appeal by Mr. Fields and his 
family who were working to retain me at that time.  
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 On August 7, 2025, I filed a motion to substitute counsel as I had been retained by Mr. 


Fields. (Exhibit 5 – Motion to Substitute Counsel). On August 8, 2025, Tammie Holmes sent an 


email to the court reporter requesting that she provide Appellate Defense with an update on the 


late transcript. (Exhibit 6 – Tammie Holmes Email). This Court granted my motion to substitute 


counsel on August 20, 2025. (Exhibit 7 – Order Substituting Counsel). 


The day after this Court granted my motion to substitute counsel, I submitted a transcript 


request form through the transcript request portal. (Exhibit 8 – Ruffin Transcript Order). The court 


reporter obtained her second extension order on October 31, 2025, which gave her until November 


21, 20252. This put the due date for the transcript almost eight months after the initial request by 


Appellate Defense on March 28, 2025. (Exhibit 9 – Second Extension Order).  


This Court sent me a transcript overdue letter on December 3, 2025, because the court 


reporter had not complied with the November 21 deadline. (Exhibit 10 – Second Transcript 


Overdue Letter). That same day, I responded to this Court’s letter indicating that the reason I had 


not notified this Court of the late transcript was because the day before I had received notification 


that the court reporter had requested an extension until January 21, 2026. (Exhibit 11 – Ruffin First 


Transcript Not Received Letter). This request was a sixty-day extension request, a request not 


allowed under Rule 607(e), SCACR. As a way of apparently skirting the rule, the court reporter 


styled the request as two separate thirty-day extension requests. Id. On December 4, 2025, two 


separate extension orders were granted by Tammie Holmes, one extending the transcript to 


 
2 The court reporter and Court Administration appear to have treated my request for the transcript 
as restarting the 60-day clock entirely—even though my request, like Appellate Defense’s request, 
was made on behalf of the same party to the case, David Fields. While Rule 607 (d), SCACR does 
not provide for such a restarting of the clock, I felt it inadvisable to fight with the court reporter or 
Court Administration at that time.  
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December 21, 2025, and a second extension extending the transcript to January 21, 2026. (Exhibit 


12 – Third Extension Order; Exhibit 13 - Fourth Extension Order).  


On January 22, 2026, I sent a letter to this Court notifying it that I had not received the 


transcript and had received a notification that the court reporter had gone on medical leave. 


(Exhibit 14 – Ruffin Second Transcript Not Received Letter). The court reporter responded to my 


letter that same day indicating that the transcript would be completed “soon.” (Exhibit 15 – Court 


Reporter Email). This Court, did not respond to my letter or take any action that I am aware of to 


ensure delivery of the transcript.  


 Another two months went by with no request for additional time by the court reporter, and 


no action by this Court. On March 2, 2026, I sent another letter to this Court advising of the 


extremely overdue transcript with copies of my correspondence with the court reporter. The emails 


show the court reporter repeatedly promising to deliver the transcript and failing to do so. In that 


letter, I requested this Court to order the court reporter to produce the transcript within ten days 


and that the transcript be provided at no cost to Mr. Fields. (Exhibit 16 – Ruffin Third Transcript 


Not Received Letter). Again, this Court did not respond to my letter or take any action that I am 


aware of to ensure prompt production of the transcript. I continued to exercise patience because 


the court reporter was on medical leave and I did not believe it to be in the best interest of my 


client to fight with the court reporter.  


Almost three months later, on May 29, 2026, still having not received the transcript, a 


request by the court reporter for an extension, or any correspondence from this Court, I sent a 


fourth letter advising of the overdue transcript. (Exhibit 17 – Ruffin Fourth Transcript Not 


Received Letter). In that letter, I attached my correspondence with the court reporter, and my 


client’s friend, Aries Brown’s correspondence with the court reporter. I specifically draw this 







Page 5 of 6 
 


Court’s attention to the email from the court reporter on March 23, 2026, where she acknowledges 


having received a down payment of $750 for the transcript by Mr. Fields. Unbelievably, the court 


reporter told Ms. Brown that she was unable to refund the $750 because she had “sent his transcript 


over to a typist.” (Exhibit 17, p. 13). This email came more than one year after Mr. Fields’ 


conviction, more than one year after his payment to her of $750, and more almost one year after 


the transcript had been ordered by Appellate Defense.  


As pointed out in my May 29 letter, that morning I received an email from the court reporter 


indicating that she would never complete the transcript and that it would be reassigned to a 


different court reporter. (Exhibit 17). Immediately after I filed my May 29 letter with this Court, I 


received two emails from the court reporter. First, she emailed me to say that she had been ordered 


by her supervisors to cease all work on all transcripts that were assigned to her. She claimed that 


her email to me from that morning indicating that the transcript was being reassigned to a different 


court reporter was because she “did not want to violate a direct order.” (Exhibit 18 – Court Reporter 


Emails). The second email from the court reporter was directed at Kyle Senn. In that email the 


court reporter requested “an exception to [Mr. Senn’s] directive” and that she be allowed “the 


opportunity to complete this transcript over the weekend to avoid further delay to Mr. Fields.” Id.  


Request for Relief  


It has now been ten days since my last letter and I believe I have no option other than to 


file this motion to compel production of the transcript. The court reporter has engaged in a pattern 


of promising to deliver the transcript and failing to do so for more than one year now. She has 


officially received four prior extension orders. The most recent order was issued on December 4, 


2025, which granted the court reporter until January 21, 2026. (Exhibit 13). No extension has been 
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requested by the court reporter since December 2, 2025. The court reporter has not complied with 


the provisions of Rule 607, SCACR, to put it mildly.  


Undersigned requests that this Court order the court reporter to do the following: 


(1) Request approval from the Chief Justice to produce the transcript outside the time limits


imposed by Rule 607(e), SCACR;


(2) Produce the transcript within ten days at no cost to Mr. Fields;


(3) Refund Mr. Fields the $750 deposit he paid to her; and


(4) Advise the court reporter that continued failure to produce the transcript will result in


contempt proceedings against her pursuant to Rule 607(j), SCACR.


Respectfully submitted, 


s/Adam Ruffin  
Adam Sinclair Ruffin 
SC Bar No. 101350 
1320 Main Street, Suite 300 
Columbia, SC 29201 
(803) 470-5629
adam@ruffinappeals.com


Attorney for David Fields, Jr. 
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From: Williams, Kymberlee
To: White, Della
Cc: Transcripts; Court Of Appeals Filings
Subject: state v david fields
Date: Friday, March 28, 2025 4:53:05 PM


Good afternoon.  State v. David Fields, 2-24-25 - 2-27-25 is my assignment.


I will add this to the production queue with a due date of 5-28-25.


Thank you for your transcript request.


Kymberlee Mignanelli Williams, CSR/RPR
State of South Carolina
Official Circuit Court Reporter III
Fourteenth Judicial Circuit
(843) 575-4428


The message is intended exclusively for the individual or entity to which it is
addressed.  This communication may contain information that is privileged,
confidential or otherwise exempt from disclosure.  If you are not the named
addressee, you are not authorized to read, print, retain, copy or disseminate this
message.  If you have received this message in error, please contact me immediately
and delete all copies of this message.
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From: White, Della
To: Court Of Appeals Filings
Cc: Mark Farthing; SC - COLLINS CAROLINE
Subject: The State v. David Fields 2025-000437
Date: Friday, March 28, 2025 2:34:50 PM


*** EXTERNAL EMAIL: This email originated from outside the organization. Please
exercise caution before clicking any links or opening attachments. ***


Good afternoon,
 
Below is the transcript request documentation requested through the Transcript Portal
today.
 
If you have any questions, please let me know.
 
Thank you very much.
 
Della White
 
 
From: TranscriptPortal@sccourts.org <TranscriptPortal@sccourts.org> 
Sent: Friday, March 28, 2025 2:33 PM
To: White, Della <dwhite@sccid.sc.gov>
Subject: [External] Transcript Request for Docket Number 2023GS0701602
 
Greetings, 


Please accept this email and the summarized Transcript Request shown below as
confirmation that the online transcript request that you submitted has been received
by our office. You should receive communication from a transcriptionist within five (5)
business days with an estimated cost for production.


If you need further assistance, please contact us at transcripts@sccourts.org. 


Regards, 


Court Administration


Summarized Transcript Request: Request ID 1402754455


Requester Information:
Name: Della White
Entity: Agency SCCID


Mar 28 2025







Phone Number: (803) 734-1330
Email: dwhite@sccid.sc.gov
Address: 1330 Lady Street Columbia, SC 29201
Is the requester a party on the case? No
Does the requester represent a party? Yes David Fields


Transcript Information:
Docket Number: 2023GS0701602
Court Type: Circuit
County: Beaufort
Case Caption: The State of South Carolina vs Fields Jr, David
Appeal Pending? Court of Appeals
Death Penalty? No
Start Date of Proceeding: 2/24/2025
End Date of Proceeding: 2/27/2025
Presiding Judge: Bonds, Robert J.
Court reporter daily assignments:
2/24/2025 (Monday): Williams , Kymberlee Mignanelli
2/25/2025 (Tuesday): Williams , Kymberlee Mignanelli
2/26/2025 (Wednesday): Williams , Kymberlee Mignanelli
2/27/2025 (Thursday): Williams , Kymberlee Mignanelli
Opposing Counsel and/or other parties information:
(Attorney) David Fields
(Defendant) David Fields Jr
Next hearing date: Date not entered
Portion of proceeding to be transcribed: Entire Hearing


Delivery Information:
Delivery Timeframe: Regular Delivery (60 days)
Delivery Method: PDF/Email
Delivery Timeframe: Court Appointed Counsel
Appeals Attorney: SCCID
Email: dwhite@sccid.sc.gov
~~~ CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE ~~~ This message is intended only for the
addressee and may contain information that is confidential. If you are not the intended
recipient, do not read, copy, retain, or disseminate this message or any attachment. If
you have received this message in error, please contact the sender immediately and
delete all copies of the message and any attachments.


This communication and any attachment thereto is intended only for use by the addressee(s) named
herein, and may contain legally privileged and/or confidential information. If you are not the intended
recipient of this e-mail, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, utilization, distribution or copying







of this e-mail, and any attachments thereto, is strictly prohibited. If you have received this e-mail in error
please notify the Commission on Indigent Defense immediately and permanently delete the original and
any copy of any e-mail and any printout thereof. SCCID may be reached by using the email address of the
sender, or at 803-734-1343.







From: TranscriptPortal@sccourts.org
To: Transcripts; Court Of Appeals Filings
Subject: Transcript Request for Docket Number 2023GS0701602
Date: Friday, March 28, 2025 2:33:46 PM


Greetings, 


You are receiving this notice and the summarized Transcript Request shown below for the
case The State of South Carolina vs Fields Jr, David.
Pursuant to Rule 207(a)(1), SCACR, you are being notified that the transcript has been
requested on 3/28/2025. There is no action required.


If you need further assistance, please contact us at transcripts@sccourts.org. 


Regards, 


Court Administration


Summarized Transcript Request: Request ID 1402754455


Requester Information:


Name: Della White
Entity: Agency SCCID
Phone Number: (803) 734-1330
Email: dwhite@sccid.sc.gov
Address: 1330 Lady Street Columbia, SC 29201
Is the requester a party on the case? No
Does the requester represent a party? Yes David Fields


Transcript Information:


Docket Number: 2023GS0701602
Court Type: Circuit
County: Beaufort
Case Caption: The State of South Carolina vs Fields Jr, David
Appeal Pending? Court of Appeals



mailto:TranscriptPortal@sccourts.org
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Death Penalty? No
Start Date of Proceeding: 2/24/2025
End Date of Proceeding: 2/27/2025
Presiding Judge: Bonds, Robert J.
Court reporter daily assignments:


2/24/2025 (Monday): Williams , Kymberlee Mignanelli
2/25/2025 (Tuesday): Williams , Kymberlee Mignanelli
2/26/2025 (Wednesday): Williams , Kymberlee Mignanelli
2/27/2025 (Thursday): Williams , Kymberlee Mignanelli


Opposing Counsel and/or other parties information:
(Attorney) David Fields
(Defendant) David Fields Jr


Next hearing date: Date not entered
Portion of proceeding to be transcribed: Entire Hearing


Delivery Information:


Delivery Timeframe: Regular Delivery (60 days)
Delivery Method: PDF/Email
Delivery Timeframe: Court Appointed Counsel


Appeals Attorney: SCCID
Email: dwhite@sccid.sc.gov







 
 
 
 


EXHIBIT 2 







 


 
  ( State of South Carolina
  (  
  (  
  (  
TITLE OF  ( V.                               2023GS0701602  


CASE (  
  (  
  (  
  ( David Fields
  (  
  (  


Notice


Upon request and for good cause shown, Kymberlee Williams , Court Reporter, is
hereby granted an extension up to and including June 28, 2025 to prepare and deliver
the Transcript of Record in the above case.


 


Tammie Holmes


Court Reporter Manager
South Carolina Court Administration


Columbia, South Carolina
06/05/2025


cc: Division of Appellate Defense
Court of Appeals
Kymberlee Williams 


Jun 05 2025
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The South Carolina Court of Appeals 


JENNY ABBOTT KITCHINGS 
CLERK 


CATHERINE S. HARRISON 
CHIEF DEPUTY CLERK 


POST OFFICE BOX 11629 
COLUMBIA, SOUTH CAROLINA  29211 


1220 SENATE STREET 
COLUMBIA, SOUTH CAROLINA 29201 


TELEPHONE:  (803) 734-1890 
FAX:  (803) 734-1839 


www.sccourts.org 


July 23, 2025 


Mrs. Wanda H. Carter, Esquire 


Appellate Defense 


PO Box 11589 


Columbia SC 29211 


Re: The State v. David Fields, Jr. 


Appellate Case No.  2025-000437 


Dear Counsel: 


Our records indicate that the transcript in the above matter should have been 


delivered.  As of today's date, we have not received any information indicating that 


the court reporter has been granted an extension.  Further, you have not notified us 


that you have failed to receive the transcript, nor have we received your initial 


brief. 


If you have not yet received the transcript, Rule 207 of the South Carolina 


Appellate Court Rules requires you to contact the Office of Court Administration. 


The address for Court Administration is as follows: 


South Carolina Office of Court Administration 


1220 Senate Street, Suite 200 


Columbia, SC  29201 


transcripts@sccourts.org 


Be sure to copy the Court and opposing counsel with all correspondence 


concerning the transcript. 
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Please advise the Court of the status of the transcript within ten (10) days of the 


date of this letter, or your appeal will be dismissed. 
  
 


Very truly yours, 


 


 


 


 


CLERK 


 


 


cc: Alan McCrory Wilson, Esquire 


Mark Reynolds Farthing, Esquire 


 



Catherine Harrison
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Division of Appellate Defense
1330 Lady Street, Suite 401
Columbia, South Carolina 29201-3332


Wanda H. Carter, Interim Chief Appellate Defender


Post Office Box 11589
Columbia, South Carolina 29211-1589
Telephone: (803) 734-1330


Facsimile:   (803) 734-1345


August 06, 2025


Ms. Tammie Holmes
S.C. Court Administration
1220 Senate Street
Columbia, South Carolina 29201


Dear Ms. Holmes:


The transcript listed below was requested by this office.  Pursuant to Rule 207(a)(2),
SCACR, the allotted time of sixty (60) days has lapsed to either receive the transcript or an
extension to deliver same.


Court Reporter Due Date Case Name
 Kymberlee Mignanelli
Williams


6/28/2025 The State v. David Fields, Jr.,
2025-000437


Trial Date(s): Feb. 24-27, 2025


I would appreciate your confirming in writing as to the status of the above-referenced
transcript.  If you should have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me.


Sincerely,


s/Della White
Administrative Coordinator


cc: S.C. Court of Appeals
Attorney General's Office
Kymberlee MignanelliWilliams


Aug 06 2025
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THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA 
In the Court of Appeals 
    


 
APPEAL FROM BEAUFORT COUNTY 


Robert J. Bonds, Circuit Court Judge 
    


 
Lower Court Case Nos.  


2019-GS-07-01436, 2019-GS-07-01437, 2019-GS-07-01438, 
2019-GS-07-01441, 2019-GS-07-01442, 


2023-GS-07-01601, 2023-GS-07-01602, 2023-GS-07-01603 
    


 
The State, Respondent, 
 
v. 
 
David Fields, Jr., Appellant. 
 
Appellate Case No. 2025-000437 


    
 


MOTION TO SUBSTITUTE COUNSEL 
    


 
 Undersigned counsel respectfully moves this Court to substitute himself as counsel for 


Appellant, David Fields, in the above-captioned appeal. Appellant retained undersigned to serve 


as appellate counsel in place of the Office of Appellate Defense. Undersigned respectfully requests 


this Court order that undersigned counsel shall represent Appellant, and that the Office of Appellate 


Defense be relieved. Appellant consents to this request.    


Respectfully submitted, 


s/Adam Ruffin   
Adam Sinclair Ruffin 
SC Bar No. 101350 
1320 Main Street, Suite 300 
Columbia, SC 29201 
(803) 470-5629 
adam@ruffinappeals.com 
Attorney for David Fields, Jr. 


Aug 07 2025







THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA 
In the Court of Appeals 
    


 
APPEAL FROM BEAUFORT COUNTY 


Robert J. Bonds, Circuit Court Judge 
    


 
Lower Court Case Nos.  


2019-GS-07-01436, 2019-GS-07-01437, 2019-GS-07-01438, 
2019-GS-07-01441, 2019-GS-07-01442, 


2023-GS-07-01601, 2023-GS-07-01602, 2023-GS-07-01603 
    


 
The State, Respondent, 
 
v. 
 
David Fields, Jr., Appellant. 
 
Appellate Case No. 2025-000437 


    
 


PROOF OF SERVICE  
    


 
Pursuant to Rule 262(c)(3), SCACR, undersigned counsel hereby certifies that a true copy of the 
motion to substitute counsel in the above-referenced case has been served upon Wanda H. Carter, 
Alan Wilson, and Mark Farthing at their primary e-mail addresses listed in the Attorney 
Information System (AIS), this 7th day of August 2025. Undersigned also certifies that a true copy 
has been mailed to Appellant, David Fields, at 990 Wisacky Highway, Bishopville, SC 29010 this 
7th day of August 2025.  
 
 


 s/Adam Ruffin 
Adam Sinclair Ruffin 


SC Bar No. 101350 
1320 Main Street, Suite 300 


Columbia, SC 29201 
(803) 470-5629 


adam@ruffinappeals.com 
 


Attorney for David Fields, Jr. 
 


 


Aug 07 2025
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From: Holmes, Tammie
To: White, Della; Court Of Appeals Filings
Cc: Williams, Kymberlee; Mark Farthing; Caroline Collins
Subject: RE: 2025-000437 David Fields status letter
Date: Friday, August 8, 2025 1:30:28 AM


Good afternoon Kymberlee.
 
Please send Ms. White the status of the above referenced transcript and copy me on the
same.
 
Thank you,
 
Tammie M. Holmes
Court Reporter Manager
South Carolina Judicial Branch
1220 Senate Street, Ste. 200
Columbia, SC 29201
tholmes@sccourts.org


803-734-1825
 
 
 
From: White, Della <dwhite@sccid.sc.gov> 
Sent: Wednesday, August 6, 2025 2:50 PM
To: Court Of Appeals Filings <ctappfilings@sccourts.org>; Holmes, Tammie <tholmes@sccourts.org>
Cc: Williams, Kymberlee <kwilliams@sccourts.org>; Mark Farthing <mfarthing@scag.gov>; Caroline
Collins <ccollins@scag.gov>
Subject: 2025-000437 David Fields status letter


 


*** EXTERNAL EMAIL: This email originated from outside the organization. Please
exercise caution before clicking any links or opening attachments. ***


Good morning,
 
Please find attached for filing the status letter in the above-referenced case.
 
Opposing Counsel is copied on the email.
 
If you have any questions, please let me know.
 
Thank you,
 



mailto:tholmes@sccourts.org
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Della White
SC Commission on Indigent Defense
1330 Lady Street, Suite 401
P.O. Box 11589
Columbia, SC 29201
Office: 803-734-1330
 
 


This communication and any attachment thereto is intended only for use by the addressee(s) named
herein, and may contain legally privileged and/or confidential information. If you are not the intended
recipient of this e-mail, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, utilization, distribution or copying
of this e-mail, and any attachments thereto, is strictly prohibited. If you have received this e-mail in error
please notify the Commission on Indigent Defense immediately and permanently delete the original and
any copy of any e-mail and any printout thereof. SCCID may be reached by using the email address of the
sender, or at 803-734-1343.
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The South Carolina Court of Appeals  


The State, Respondent, 


 


v. 


 


David Fields, Jr., Appellant 


 


Appellate Case No. 2025-000437 


 


The Honorable Robert J. Bonds 


Beaufort County 


Trial Court Case No. 2019GS0701437, 2019GS0701442, 


2019GS0701436, 2019GS0701441, 2019GS0701438, 


2023GS0701602, 2023GS0701601, 2023GS0701603 


 
 


ORDER 


 
 


 


The Court has received a motion to substitute Adam Ruffin, Esquire as counsel for 


the Appellant. No return was received. The motion is Granted. Wanda H. Carter, 


Esquire is relieved as counsel of record. Adam Ruffin, Esquire is counsel of 


record. 


  


 FOR THE COURT 


 


BY   


 CLERK 


 


 


Columbia, South Carolina 


cc:  


Alan McCrory Wilson, Esquire 


Mark Reynolds Farthing, Esquire 


Wanda H. Carter, Esquire 


Adam Sinclair Ruffin, Esquire 


Aug 20 2025
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From: Transcripts
To: Transcripts; Court Of Appeals Filings
Subject: Transcript Request for Docket Number 2019GS0701437
Date: Thursday, August 21, 2025 10:47:49 AM


Greetings, 


You are receiving this notice and the summarized Transcript Request shown below for the
case The State of South Carolina vs Fields, David Jr.
Pursuant to Rule 207(a)(1), SCACR, you are being notified that the transcript has been
requested on 8/21/2025. There is no action required.


If you need further assistance, please contact us at transcripts@sccourts.org. 


Regards, 


Court Administration


Summarized Transcript Request ID: 216868126


Requester Information:


Name: Adam Ruffin
Entity: Not entered
Phone Number: (803) 470-5629
Email: adam@ruffinappeals.com
Address: 1320 Main Street, Suite 300 Columbia, SC 29201
Is the requester a party on the case? No
Does the requester represent a party? Yes David Fields


Transcript Information:


Docket Number: 2019GS0701437
Court Type: Circuit
County: Beaufort
Case Caption: The State of South Carolina vs Fields, David Jr
Appeal Pending? Court of Appeals



mailto:transcripts@sccourts.org

mailto:transcripts@sccourts.org

mailto:ctappfilings@sccourts.org





Death Penalty? No
Start Date of Proceeding: 2/24/2025
End Date of Proceeding: 2/27/2025
Presiding Judge: Bonds, Robert J.
Court reporter daily assignments:


2/24/2025 (Monday): Williams, Kymberlee Mignanelli
2/25/2025 (Tuesday): Williams, Kymberlee Mignanelli
2/26/2025 (Wednesday): Williams, Kymberlee Mignanelli
2/27/2025 (Thursday): Williams, Kymberlee Mignanelli


Opposing Counsel and/or other parties information:
(Attorney) Courtney Ann Gibbes
(email): cgibbes@bcgov.net
(Defendant) David Jr Fields
(State Attorney) Mark Farthing
(email): mfarthing@scag.gov


Next hearing date: Date not entered
Portion of proceeding to be transcribed: Entire Hearing


Delivery Information:


Delivery Timeframe: Regular Delivery (60 days)
Delivery Method: PDF/Email
Delivery Timeframe: Private/Self







 
 
 
 


EXHIBIT 9 







 


 
  ( State of South Carolina
  (  
  (  
  (  
TITLE OF  ( V.                               2023GS0701602  


CASE (  
  (  
  (  
  ( David Fields
  (  
  (  


Notice


Upon request and for good cause shown, Kymberlee Williams , Court Reporter, is
hereby granted an extension up to and including November 21, 2025 to prepare and
deliver the Transcript of Record in the above case.


 


Tammie Holmes


Court Reporter Manager
South Carolina Court Administration


Columbia, South Carolina
10/31/2025


cc: Adam Ruffin
Court of Appeals
Kymberlee Williams 


Oct 31 2025







 
 
 
 


EXHIBIT 10 







 


The South Carolina Court of Appeals 


JENNY ABBOTT KITCHINGS 
CLERK 


CATHERINE S. HARRISON 
CHIEF DEPUTY CLERK 


 
POST OFFICE BOX 11629 


COLUMBIA, SOUTH CAROLINA  29211 


1220 SENATE STREET 
COLUMBIA, SOUTH CAROLINA 29201 


TELEPHONE:  (803) 734-1890 
FAX:  (803) 734-1839 


www.sccourts.org 


December 3, 2025 


Mr. Adam Sinclair Ruffin, Esquire 


1320 Main Street 


Suite 300 


Columbia SC 29201-2941 


 


Re: The State v. David Fields, Jr. 


Appellate Case No.  2025-000437 


 


Dear Counsel: 


 


Our records indicate that the transcript in the above matter should have been 


delivered.  As of today's date, we have not received any information indicating that 


the court reporter has been granted an extension.  Further, you have not notified us 


that you have failed to receive the transcript, nor have we received your initial 


brief. 


 


If you have not yet received the transcript, Rule 207 of the South Carolina 


Appellate Court Rules requires you to contact the Office of Court Administration. 


The address for Court Administration is as follows: 


 


South Carolina Office of Court Administration 


1220 Senate Street, Suite 200 


Columbia, SC  29201 


transcripts@sccourts.org 


 


Be sure to copy the Court and opposing counsel with all correspondence 


concerning the transcript. 


 







2 


 


Please advise the Court of the status of the transcript within ten (10) days of the 


date of this letter, or your appeal will be dismissed. 
  
 


Very truly yours, 


 


 


 


 


CLERK 


 


 


cc: Alan McCrory Wilson, Esquire 


Mark Reynolds Farthing, Esquire 



Jasmine D. Smith.







 
 
 
 


EXHIBIT 11 







RUFFIN LAW FIRM, LLC 
APPELLATE LITIGATION 


 
Adam Sinclair Ruffin 
1320 Main Street, Suite 300 
Columbia, SC 29201 
(803) 470-5629 
adam@ruffinappeals.com  
 


December 3, 2025 
 
The Honorable Jenny Abbott Kitchings  
Clerk of the South Carolina Court of Appeals 
PO Box 11629 
Columbia, SC 29211 
 
Re:  State v. David Fields 
 Appellate Case No. 2025-000437 
 
Dear Ms. Kitchings: 
 
I have not received the transcript in the above-referenced case. However, yesterday I received 
notification that the court reporter has requested an extension until January 21, 2026. That email 
is attached to this letter. Thank you.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
s/Adam Ruffin   
Adam Sinclair Ruffin 
Ruffin Law Firm, LLC 
 
cc:  Mark Farthing, Esquire 
 
 


Dec 03 2025
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EXHIBIT 12 







( State of South Carolina
(
(
(


TITLE OF  ( V. 2023GS0701602
CASE (


(
(
( David Fields
(
(  


Notice


Upon request and for good cause shown, Kymberlee Williams , Court Reporter, is
hereby granted an extension up to and including December 21, 2025 to prepare and
deliver the Transcript of Record in the above case.


Tammie Holmes


Court Reporter Manager
South Carolina Court Administration


Columbia, South Carolina
12/04/2025


cc: Adam Ruffin
Court of Appeals
Kymberlee Williams 


Dec 04 2025







 
 
 
 


EXHIBIT 13 







( State of South Carolina
(
(
(


TITLE OF  ( V. 2023GS0701602
CASE (


(
(
( David Fields
(
(  


Notice


Upon request and for good cause shown, Kymberlee Williams , Court Reporter, is
hereby granted an extension up to and including January 21, 2026 to prepare and
deliver the Transcript of Record in the above case.


Tammie Holmes


Court Reporter Manager
South Carolina Court Administration


Columbia, South Carolina
12/04/2025


cc: Adam Ruffin
Court of Appeals
Kymberlee Williams 


Dec 04 2025







 
 
 
 


EXHIBIT 14 







RUFFIN LAW FIRM, LLC 
APPELLATE LITIGATION 


Adam Sinclair Ruffin 
1320 Main Street, Suite 300 
Columbia, SC 29201 
(803) 470-5629
adam@ruffinappeals.com


January 22, 2026 


The Honorable Jenny Abbott Kitchings  
Clerk of the South Carolina Court of Appeals 
PO Box 11629 
Columbia, SC 29211 


Re:  State v. David Fields 
Appellate Case No. 2025-000437 


Dear Ms. Kitchings: 


I have not received the transcript in the above-referenced case. I respectfully request that the 
transcript be produced as expeditiously as possible. 


The transcript in this case was initially ordered by the Office of Appellate Defense on March 28, 
2025. The court reporter responded that the transcript would be ready by May 28, 2025. On June 
5, 2025, an extension was granted until June 28, 2025. On July 23, 2025, the Court sent Appellate 
Defense a letter indicating that the transcript was overdue. On August 6, 2025, Appellate Defense 
sent a letter advising they had not received the transcript or another extension request. 


I filed a motion to substitute counsel on August 7, 2025, which was granted by the Court on August 
20, 2025. Since Appellate Defense had still not received the transcript, I ordered it on behalf of 
Mr. Fields on August 21, 2025. On October 31, 2025, an extension was granted until November 
21, 2025. On December 4, 2025, the court reporter was granted two extensions at the same time, 
one until December 21, 2025 and another until January 21, 2026. 


The transcript that was originally ordered on March 28, 2025 has still not been produced and has 
been extended four separate times. I emailed the court reporter this morning and got an automatic 
reply that she is out on medical leave until April 21, 2026.  


I respectfully request that the transcript be produced and delivered as soon as possible so that Mr. 
Fields’ appeal can move forward. Thank you.  


Sincerely, 


s/Adam Ruffin  


Jan 22 2026







Adam Sinclair Ruffin 
Ruffin Law Firm, LLC 
 
cc:  Mark Farthing, Esquire 
 Kymberlee Williams 
 Tammie Holmes 
 South Carolina Court Administration 
 
 







Outlook


Automatic reply: David Fields Transcript


From Williams, Kymberlee <kwilliams@sccourts.org>
Date Thu 2026-01-22 9:57 AM
To Adam Ruffin <adam@ruffinappeals.com>


I will be out of the office for medical leave until 04/21/26.


I will be checking emails periodically, but I may not be able to respond the same day.


Thank you for your understanding.


Kymberlee Williams, CSR/RPR
State of South Carolina
Official Circuit Court Reporter III
(843) 575-4428


~~~ CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE ~~~ This message is intended only for the addressee and may
contain information that is confidential. If you are not the intended recipient, do not read, copy, retain,
or disseminate this message or any attachment. If you have received this message in error, please
contact the sender immediately and delete all copies of the message and any attachments.
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VYSNÛYO_V
XOWW
bL
̂JT_WLVLK
UJJǸ
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RUFFIN LAW FIRM, LLC 
APPELLATE LITIGATION 


 
Adam Sinclair Ruffin 
1320 Main Street, Suite 300 
Columbia, SC 29201 
(803) 470-5629 
adam@ruffinappeals.com  
 


March 2, 2026 
 
The Honorable Jenny Abbott Kitchings  
Clerk of the South Carolina Court of Appeals 
PO Box 11629 
Columbia, SC 29211 
 
Re:  State v. David Fields 
 Appellate Case No. 2025-000437 
 
Dear Ms. Kitchings: 
 
I have still not received the transcript in the above-referenced case. I have attached the email thread 
between me and Ms. Williams which documents our communication since my last letter. While 
the emails speak for themselves, I would like to draw the Court’s attention to a couple of key 
sections.  
 
On February 11, Ms. Williams indicated that the transcript was “typed,” and she just needed to 
“finish proofreading it and make formatting corrections.” On February 17, Ms. Williams indicated 
that she hoped the transcript would be completed that day. By Friday February 20, I still had not 
received the transcript so reached out to her again for an update. On February 23, this past Monday, 
Ms. Williams indicated that the transcript was “almost done” and that she would let me know 
“which day this week it will be finished.” On Friday February 27, I had not heard anything 
additional from Ms. Williams so I reached out to see if it would be completed by the end of the 
day. Ms. Williams’ response appeared out of character from her previous emails to me. After 
apologizing for her comments, Ms. Williams suggested that the “better plan” was to “deliver [the 
transcript] in volumes over the weekend.” Unfortunately, the weekend is over and I have received 
zero “volumes” of the transcript.     
 
I am cognizant of the high case load and difficult job our court reporters have and do not send this 
letter lightly. Given the difficulty in obtaining the transcript in this case though, I respectfully ask 
the Court to take remedial action to ensure prompt production of the transcript—preferably within 
ten days of the date of this letter. I additionally request that the transcript be produced without costs 
to Mr. Fields given the long delay in production.  
 
 
 


Mar 02 2026
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Sincerely, 
 
s/Adam Ruffin   
Adam Sinclair Ruffin 
Ruffin Law Firm, LLC 
 
cc:  Mark Farthing, Esquire 
 Kymberlee Williams 
 Tammie Holmes 
 South Carolina Court Administration 
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RUFFIN LAW FIRM, LLC 
APPELLATE LITIGATION 


 
Adam Sinclair Ruffin 
1320 Main Street, Suite 300 
Columbia, SC 29201 
(803) 470-5629 
adam@ruffinappeals.com  
 


May 29, 2026 
 
The Honorable Jenny Abbott Kitchings  
Clerk of the South Carolina Court of Appeals 
PO Box 11629 
Columbia, SC 29211 
 
Re:  State v. David Fields 
 Appellate Case No. 2025-000437 
 
Dear Ms. Kitchings: 
 
It has been almost three months since my last letter to the Court advising that the transcript in this 
case had not been delivered. Volume 1 of the transcript was delivered on March 26. Volumes 2 – 
4 have still not been delivered. The transcript is many months overdue and to the best of my 
knowledge no extension has been requested or granted by the Chief Justice as required under Rule 
607(e), SCACR.  
 
I renew my request that this Court ensure prompt delivery of the transcript at no cost to Mr. Fields. 
I have attached email correspondence between me and the court reporter over the last three months. 
The emails show a pattern of the court reporter promising to deliver the transcript “today” or “this 
week” but not doing so.  
 
Incredibly, this morning I received an email from the court reporter indicating that she will never 
complete the transcript and that it will be assigned to a different court reporter. This notification 
comes more than one year after the initial transcript request was made and after many months of 
misrepresentations made by the court reporter regarding her progress on the transcript. This should 
be unacceptable to this Court.  
 
Respectfully, and regrettably, I request the Court take some action to bring the court reporter into 
compliance with this Court’s rules.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
s/Adam Ruffin   
Adam Sinclair Ruffin 
Ruffin Law Firm, LLC 


May 29 2026
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cc:  Mark Farthing, Esquire 
 Kymberlee Williams 
 Tammie Holmes 
 South Carolina Court Administration 
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ĝŵ_jfm��̂yyê]̀okl_q��Z
�l]_èa
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ŵ�\w
�e]ẁ
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¹½ǺÇ½̄À°

ÐÁ½µ
®°̄
¿́½Å¹̧½̄¼»́µ½¹
À¾²̄
̧½̄Ḉº½̧
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̄½Ǟ½̧½µ¼
Á́Â
́µ
Á̧́
»ÄÄ½»Å°

ÐÁ̧́ 
̧́
¼Á½
³́̄ ¼̧¼́Â½
Æ
Á»Ç½
Ï½½µ
́µ
»
̧́¼²»¼́¾µ
È́¼Á
»
Å»̄Î½
Ï»Å»µº½
¾²¼̧¼»µ¹́µÎ
»µ¹
²µº½̄¼»́µ¼À
»̧
¼¾
¼Á½Ä»ÀÂ½µ¼
¾³
¼Á½
Ï»Å»µº½
ÈÁ½µ
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Adam Ruffin


From: Williams, Kymberlee <kwilliams@sccourts.org>
Sent: Friday, May 29, 2026 10:19 AM
To: Adam Ruffin
Cc: Court Of Appeals Filings; Holmes, Tammie; Budreau, Leah; Herrington, Karama; Senn, Kyle
Subject: Re: 2025-000437 - State v. Fields - Transcript Not Received 


Good morning, Mr. Ruffin: 
 
Yesterday I was told to cease production on outstanding transcripts by Mr. Kyle Senn.  Tammie 
Holmes the supervisor was out yesterday and today, so I wasn't able to address Mr. Fields' transcript 
specifically.  If I am granted permission to complete this transcript to avoid further delay, I will 
certainly do that in order to be in compliance.  I did not want to violate a direct order. 
 
I sent an email this morning informing you that this transcript was going to be completed by another 
reporter pursuant to management direction. 
 
 
Kymberlee Mignanelli Williams, CSR/RPR 
State of South Carolina 
Official Circuit Court Reporter III 
Fourteenth Judicial Circuit 
 
 
 
The message is intended exclusively for the individual or entity to which it is addressed.  This 
communication may contain information that is privileged, confidential or otherwise exempt from 
disclosure.  If you are not the named addressee, you are not authorized to read, print, retain, copy or 
disseminate this message.  If you have received this message in error, please contact me immediately 
and delete all copies of this message. 
 


From: Adam Ruffin <adam@ruffinappeals.com> 
Sent: Friday, May 29, 2026 9:01 AM 
To: Court Of Appeals Filings <ctappfilings@sccourts.org> 
Cc: Mark Farthing <mfarthing@scag.gov>; Williams, Kymberlee <kwilliams@sccourts.org>; Holmes, Tammie 
<tholmes@sccourts.org>; Transcripts <transcripts@sccourts.org> 
Subject: 2025-000437 - State v. Fields - Transcript Not Received  
  
*** EXTERNAL EMAIL: This email originated from outside the organization. Please exercise caution before 
clicking any links or opening attachments. *** 
Good morning, 
 
Please find attached correspondence in the above-referenced appeal. Thank you. 
 
Adam Ruffin 
Ruffin Law Firm, LLC 
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https://ruffinappeals.com 
adam@ruffinappeals.com 
(803) 470-5629 
 


 
~~~ CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE ~~~ This message is intended only for the addressee and may contain 
information that is confidential. If you are not the intended recipient, do not read, copy, retain, or 
disseminate this message or any attachment. If you have received this message in error, please contact 
the sender immediately and delete all copies of the message and any attachments.  
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THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA 
In the Court of Appeals 
    


 
APPEAL FROM BEAUFORT COUNTY 


Robert J. Bonds, Circuit Court Judge 
    


 
Lower Court Case Nos.  


2019-GS-07-01436, 2019-GS-07-01437, 2019-GS-07-01438, 
2019-GS-07-01441, 2019-GS-07-01442, 


2023-GS-07-01601, 2023-GS-07-01602, 2023-GS-07-01603 
    


 
The State, Respondent, 
 
v. 
 
David Fields, Jr., Appellant. 
 
Appellate Case No. 2025-000437 


    
 


PROOF OF SERVICE  
    


 
Pursuant to Rule 262(c)(3), SCACR, undersigned counsel hereby certifies that a true copy of the 
motion to substitute counsel in the above-referenced case has been served upon Mark Farthing at 
his primary e-mail addresses listed in the Attorney Information System (AIS), this 8th day of June 
2026. This motion has also been served on Kymberlee Williams at kwilliams@sccourts.org, 
Tammie Holmes at tholmes@sccourts.org, and Court Administration at transcripts@sccourts.org, 
this 8th day of June 2026.  
 
 


 s/Adam Ruffin 
Adam Sinclair Ruffin 


SC Bar No. 101350 
1320 Main Street, Suite 300 


Columbia, SC 29201 
(803) 470-5629 


adam@ruffinappeals.com 
 


Attorney for David Fields, Jr. 
 


 






