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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLNA


COUNTY OF GREENWOOD


Greenwood Mills Inc. 


Plaintiff


vs.


Rodney White,


Defendant
______________________________________


)
)
)


)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)


IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS


2021-CP-24-784


FINAL ORDER


This matter was before me, as Special Referee, on November 27, 2024 at 9:00 a.m. for a


hearing on counterclaims filed by the Defendant against the Plaintiff. I previously bifurcated the


issues raised in the counterclaims when the Defendant did not attend the prior hearing due to a


death in the family. At that hearing, I granted summary judgment to the Plaintiff, finding that the


Plaintiff owned fee simple title to the property in question and that the Defendant did not have


any legal or equitable interest in the property. Brandon A. Smith appeared for the Plaintiff along


with Jay Self, President of Greenwood Mills Inc. Aaron Wallace appeared with the Defendant.


Prior to beginning the hearing, I considered a motion filed by the Defendant asking me to


grant him a jury trial and return the case to circuit court. I denied the motion for two reasons.


First, I ruled that the order referring the case to me did not include the power to return the case to


the circuit court for a jury trial. Second, even if I did have that power, I would not grant the


request for a jury trial due to the length of time that this case has been pending. Rule 39, SCRCP.


At the call of the case, the Defendant testified that he had numerous items of valuable,


personal property that were inside of a house located on the property. In July or August of 2022,


the Plaintiff had the house demolished, and the Defendant seeks compensation for his personal


property which he claims the Plaintiff destroyed in connection with the demolition. 
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FINDINGS OF FACT


1. In my Order Granting Partial Summary Judgment, I have already found that the Plaintiff


was the sole owner of the property that is the subject of this action. 


2. I find that a residential structure house used to be present on this property, and that the


Plaintiff had the structure demolished in around July or August 2022.


3. Based on the testimony of the Defendant, which I found to be completely credible, I find


that the Defendant previously occupied the structure and there were numerous items of


his personal property inside the house when he last visited the house, approximately two


months prior to the demolition. A list of most of those items was entered as Defendant’s


Exhibit No 2, and the Defendant testified as to his opinion of the value of most of those


items. The Defendant contends that the Plaintiff should be found liable for the value of


that property which the Defendant claims was destroyed with the house.


4. Based on the testimony of Mr. Reed Goings, Facilities Supervisor for the Plaintiff, which


I also found to be completely credible, I find that none of the items on the Defendant’s list


were located in the house when he inspected it, just prior to its being demolished. Mr.


Goings produced photographs, entered as Plaintiff’s Exhibit Nos 9 through 12,


documenting that the contents of the house at that time were just trash and debris.


5. Based on the testimony of Ms. Camala Hinkle, who inspected the house prior to its


demolition in order to prepare a bid for the demolition work, whose testimony I also


found to be completely credible, I find that the house had been inhabited by one or more


vagrants at some point prior to her inspection. I also find that house had been infested


with pests, possibly including racoons, mice, rats and snakes. Although they visited the


house at separate times, she corroborated that none of the items on the Defendant’s list


were present when she inspected the house.
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6. No evidence was presented to establish what happened to the Defendant’s personal


property between the time the Defendant last visited the house, two months prior to the


demolition, and the time that Mr. Goings and Ms. Hinkle inspected the house in


connection with its impending demolition. 


CONCLUSIONS OF LAW


I have no choice but to conclude, as a matter of law, that the Defendant has failed to


prove, by the greater weight or preponderance of the evidence, that any of the property listed on


Defendant’s Exhibit No 2 was located in the house when it was demolished. 


IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED that judgment be entered in favor of the Plaintiff on the


Defendant’s counterclaims.


IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that the Defendant’s Motion for Reconsideration of my


Order Granting Partial Summary Judgment be denied.


AND IT IS SO ORDERED!


/s/ Charles M. Watson Jr.
February 21, 2025 Special Referee
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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA  ) IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS 


      )  


COUNTY OF GREENWOOD  ) CASE NO.: 2021-CP-24-00784 


      ) 


Greenwood Mills, Inc.   ) 


      )       


    Plaintiff, ) 


      )                     AMENDED COMPLAINT 


 v.     )           


      )              


Rodney White    ) 


      ) 


    Defendants. ) 


_____________________________________) 
 


 Plaintiff Greenwood Mills, Inc. (“Greenwood Mills”) would respectfully show unto this 


Court that:  


VENUE AND JURISDICTION 


1.  This is an action regarding breach of a contract between Greenwood Mills and 


Defendant Rodney White (“White”) by White for the sale of premises owned by Greenwood Mills 


and located at 341 Maxwell Avenue, Greenwood (Greenwood County), South Carolina 


(“Premises”).   


2.  Greenwood Mills is a South Carolina corporation in good standing, with its 


headquarters and principal place of business in Greenwood County, South Carolina.  


3.  White has a last known address in Greenwood County, South Carolina.   


4.  Jurisdiction is proper in this Court per S.C. Code § 15-72-10  


5.  Venue is proper in this Court per S.C. Code § 15-7-10.  


FACTUAL ALLEGATIONS 


6.  In 2003, Greenwood Mills and White entered into that certain Contract and 


Purchase Agreement (the “2003 Contract”) for the seller-financed sale of the portion of the 
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 4 


15.  Greenwood Mills seeks a judicial decree for White to vacate and/or be ejected from 


the Premises along with any personal property items.     


WHEREFORE, Greenwood Mills demands a judicial decree against White confirming 


breach of contract(s), for White to vacate and/or be ejected from the Premises along with any 


personal property items, for termination of any lis pendens filed by White regarding any part of 


the Premises and for such other and further relief as this Court may determine to be just, equitable 


or proper.  


 


Greenwood, South Carolina   Law Offices of Brandon A. Smith, LLC 


 


 


November 7, 2023                      By:    s/ Brandon A. Smith, Esquire    


       Brandon A. Smith 


104 Maxwell Avenue (29646) 


Post Office Box 1810 (29648) 


Greenwood, SC   


(864) 229-4063 (phone) 


(844) 270-6344 (facsimile) 


 


Attorney for Plaintiff 
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1 parties entered into a new contract for the sale of the


2 entire parcel for $95,000.  Nearly double the amount of the


3 previous contract.  That one was not seller financed.  And


4 for that one, the Defendant made only an earnest money


5 payment of $1,000 towards the total purchase price before


6 being unable to finance the remaining 94,000.  So, again, the


7 2021 contract served as a novation to the 2003 contract.  And


8 the -- the Defendant confirms this as a novation, the 11th


9 defense, in his answer to our amended contract.


10 That the 2021 contract did supplant the 2003 contract. 


11 He further confirms in his answer that he breached this


12 contract and that my client provided notice of termination of


13 that contract.  We provided notice of termination to his then


14 counsel on July 27, 2021.  If there's any dispute as to


15 whether that he ever received notice of that termination --


16 that's what this entire lawsuit is -- is notice of


17 termination of that contract. But, again, we believe that


18 contract is the only one that's relevant.  But ---


19 JUDGE WATSON:  Let me interrupt you for just a second.


20 MR. SMITH:  Sure.


21 JUDGE WATSON:  Does the Defendant dispute 2021 contract


22 is a novation?


23 MR. WALLACE:  Well, Your Honor, in essence, we don't


24 dispute.  Well, no, my client is -- makes the -- has the


25 position that the 2003 contract is the one that governs. He -
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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA   )    IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS


COUNTY OF GREENWOOD       )    C.A. NO. 2021-CP-24-00784


Greenwood Mills,                         )


                     Plaintiff(s),       )


versus                                   )


                                         )


Rodney White,                            )


                    Defendant(s).        )


                      D E P O S I T I O N


WITNESS:        JAMES (JAY) CUTHBERT SELF, III


DATE:           December 12, 2023


TIME:           10:46 AM


LOCATION:       Law Office of Brandon Smith


                104 Maxwell Avenue


                Greenwood, South Carolina 


REPORTED BY:    Rosalind Poole Walters, CVR-M


                          LEGAL EAGLE


                     Post Office Box 5682


               Greenville, South Carolina 29606


                          864-467-1373


                    depos@legaleagleinc.com
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1 APPEARANCES: 


2


3       BRANDON A. SMITH, ESQUIRE


4       THE LAW OFFICES OF BRANDON A. SMITH, LLC


5       Post Office Box 1810


6       Greenwood, South Carolina 29648


7       bsmith@basmithlaw.com


8            Attorney for the Plaintiff(s),


9


10       RACHEL G. MCCONOUGHEY, ESQUIRE


11       MCCONOUGHEY LAW FIRM, LLC


12       100 Whitsett Street


13       Greenville, South Carolina 29601


14       Contact@McConougheyLawFirm.com


15            Attorney for the Defendant(s).


16


17 ALSO ATTENDING: Mr. Rodney White


18


19


20


21


22


23


24


25
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1  STIPULATIONS:


2  It is agreed by and between the Counsel for the parties as


3  follows:


4  1.    That this deposition is being taken pursuant to Rule 30


5        of the South Carolina Rules of Civil Procedure;


6  2.    That the deponent waives the right to read and sign the


7        deposition transcript.


8               *****     *****     *****     *****


9  JAMES "JAY" CUTHBERT SELF, III, first being duly sworn, was


10  examined and testified as follows:


11               *****     *****     *****     *****


12  EXAMINATION BY MS. MCCONOUGHEY:


13  Q.    So we're going to go ahead and begin the deposition.


14  A.    Okay.  And you are?


15  Q.    I'm Rachel McConoughey.


16  A.    Okay.


17  Q.    The attorney for Rodney White. 


18  A.    Nice to meet you.


19  Q.    You, too.  So we have the court reporter, Roz, here. 


20        I'm Rachel McConoughey, as I said, the attorney for


21        Rodney White.  We also have Rodney White here, the


22        defendant, as well as Brandon Smith, attorney for the


23        plaintiff, and you said your name is?


24  A.    Jay.


25  Q.    Jay.  Jay Self, III.  Is that right?
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1  A.    Mm-hmm, James, III. 


2  Q.    James Self, III, for Greenwood Mills.  You've already


3        sworn in the witness.  Can you spell your name for the


4        record, please? 


5  A.    Yes.  J-A-M-E-S, C-U-T-H-B-E-R-T, S-E-L-F, the third.


6  Q.    Thank you.  So I'm representing the defendant, Rodney


7        White.  This is a deposition in which I'll ask you


8        questions and you must answer them truthfully unless


9        your attorney tells you clearly and directly not to


10        answer.  Although no judge is present, this is a formal


11        legal proceeding, and it's just like testifying in


12        court.  You're under the same legal obligation to tell


13        the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth. 


14        If you do not understand any of my questions, feel free


15        to say so and I'll rephrase it.  Before the deposition


16        can be used in court you'll have the opportunity to


17        read it over and correct any mistakes.  Do you


18        understand?


19  A.    Yes. 


20  Q.    Do you understand that you're under oath and that being


21        under oath means that you're sworn to tell the truth?


22  A.    Yes. 


23  Q.    Have you ever had your deposition taken before?


24  A.    Yes. 


25  Q.    Do you understand that your responses here have the
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1        same force as in a courtroom with a judge and jury? 


2  A.    Yes. 


3  Q.    Are you prepared to answer my questions today?


4  A.    Yes. 


5  Q.    Is there anything that will prevent you from providing


6        me with your full attention? 


7  A.    No. 


8  Q.    Are you taking any medications that will prevent you


9        from answering my questions?


10  A.    No. 


11  Q.    Will you let me know if you don't understand one of my


12        questions?


13  A.    Yes. 


14  Q.    If you need to take a break at any time, just let me


15        know and we'll take a break.  


16  A.    Okay. 


17  Q.    Okay.  You stated your full name already for the


18        record.  Have you ever used any other names?


19  A.    No. 


20  Q.    Do you have a nickname?


21  A.    Jay.


22  Q.    Jay, okay.  What is your date of birth?


23  A.    5/10/66.


24  Q.    And where were you born?


25  A.    Columbia, South Carolina.
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1  Q.    How old are you now?


2  A.    Fifty-seven. 


3  Q.    And what is your social security number?


4  MR. SMITH:


5        I would object.  If you want to give the last four


6        digits, it's fine, but I don't feel comfortable


7        producing his social security number without a court


8        order.


9  EXAMINATION RESUMED BY MS. MCCONOUGHEY:


10  Q.    Okay.  What are the last four of your social?


11  A.    9238.


12  Q.    Thank you.  9238.  What is your current address?


13  A.    3001 Scotts Ferry Road, Troy, South Carolina, 29848.


14  Q.    29848.  And how long have you lived there?


15  A.    2021.


16  Q.    Since 2021?


17  A.    I've owned it since '21.  So I rented it for a year or


18        so.  Probably '20.  It was during COVID I moved in.


19  Q.    I'm sorry.  You owned it since 2020?


20  A.    '21.  Since '21.


21  Q.    Oh, but you rented it before you bought it?


22  A.    I rented it prior to moving in.


23  Q.    Okay, gotcha.  And then where did you live previously?


24  A.    24 South Laurens Street, Greenville, South Carolina.


25  Q.    And how long did you live there?
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1  A.    Since 2017.


2  Q.    Was that your full-time address?


3  A.    It was.


4  Q.    And where did you live before that?


5  A.    Two -- I can't remember now.  236 Rhett I think it was.


6  Q.    R-H-E-T-T?


7  A.    Mm-hmm, Unit 205, Greenville.


8  Q.    Unit 205 in Greenville.  And how long did you live


9        there?


10  A.    I'm going to say 20 -- five years, 2012 to 2017,


11        something like that.


12  Q.    2012 to 20 -- about five years?


13  A.    Yeah. 


14  Q.    I thought you said 25 years.  Okay, five years.  And


15        then do you remember where you lived before that?


16  A.    Mm-hmm.  108 Ivy Hall Lane.


17  Q.    Was that Greenville?


18  A.    Greenwood.


19  Q.    Greenwood, okay.  And then how long did you live there?


20  A.    From two thousand -- no, '96.  1996 to -- no.  1998


21        maybe.  '98 till we moved to Greenville.


22  Q.    2012-ish?


23  A.    Yeah. 


24  Q.    And why did you move?  


25  A.    Well, my wife hated it in Greenwood.  Which time? 
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1        Excuse me.  Rephrase that.


2  Q.    Well, we can start with the latest one that we talked


3        about, Ivy Hall Lane.  That was in Greenwood.  So you


4        said you moved away from Greenwood because your wife


5        didn't like it?


6  A.    Correct. 


7  Q.    And then what about after?


8  A.    Well, the next time we moved, I moved was because she


9        didn't like me.


10  Q.    Oh, sorry.  So you got separated I guess?


11  A.    Mm-hmm


12  Q.    Or divorced?


13  A.    And divorced.  Separated and divorced.


14  Q.    So did you live -- I guess you lived at Ivy Hall Lane


15        and maybe the next one, Rhett Street?


16  A.    Mm-hmm.


17  Q.    With your now ex-wife.  Is that right?


18  A.    Correct. 


19  Q.    And then what year did you get divorced?


20  A.    '17.


21  Q.    And what was your ex-spouse's name? 


22  A.    Angela. 


23  Q.    Self?


24  A.    Mm-hmm. 


25  Q.    And what was her job, or did she have a job outside the
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1        home?


2  A.    She worked for the hospital here in administration.


3  Q.    Is that Self Memorial?


4  A.    Mm-hmm, Regional.


5  Q.    Regional?  Self Regional?


6  A.    And then she started her own business after that.


7  Q.    All right.  Do you have children?


8  A.    Two.


9  Q.    Two, okay.  How old are they?


10  A.    Twenty-seven and 23.


11  Q.    And are they employed?


12  A.    Yes. 


13  Q.    Do they live around here?


14  A.    No.


15  Q.    Where do they live?


16  A.    The oldest lives in San Francisco, and the youngest


17        lives in Greenville.


18  Q.    And the one in Greenville, is that a he or a she?


19  A.    Both boys.


20  Q.    Both boys, okay.  Does he work or is he still in


21        school?


22  A.    He's employed.


23  Q.    Where is he employed?


24  A.    Robert Bosch.


25  Q.    All right.  And where are you currently employed?
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1  A.    Greenwood Mills.


2  Q.    Do you currently have a partner or spouse or


3        significant other?


4  A.    Yes. 


5  Q.    And what's that person's name?


6  A.    Camala Hinkle.  


7  Q.    Can you spell that, please?  


8  A.    C-A-M-A-L-A, H-I-N-K-L-E.  


9  Q.    And does she have a job, or where does she work?


10  A.    She owns her own company.


11  Q.    She does?  Okay.  What's the name of her company?


12  A.    Mammoth Construction.


13  Q.    And is that just a general construction company, or


14        does her company specialize in residential, commercial,


15        anything like that?


16  A.    Mostly grading.


17  Q.    Mostly grading?  And how long has she owned that


18        company?


19  A.    Before I met her.


20  Q.    And when did you meet her?


21  A.    Right after my divorce, about 2018.


22  Q.    And how did you meet? 


23  A.    A gas station.


24  Q.    At a gas station?


25  A.    Mm-hmm. 
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1  Q.    Okay.  Where did you attend high school and college?


2  A.    Greenwood High School.


3  Q.    And what year did you graduate?


4  A.    '84.


5  Q.    And what about college?


6  A.    Clemson University.


7  Q.    And what year did you graduate?


8  A.    '88.


9  Q.    And what was your degree in? 


10  A.    Management.  Business management.


11  Q.    What's the highest level of education that you have


12        obtained?


13  A.    MBA.


14  Q.    MBA?  And where was that?


15  A.    University of South Carolina.


16  Q.    Other than Clemson and USC what other schools or


17        colleges have you attended? 


18  A.    None. 


19  Q.    So what degrees do you hold at this point?


20  A.    MBA, BS, high school diploma.


21  Q.    What is your current position at Greenwood Mills? 


22  A.    Chief Executive Officer.


23  Q.    And is that full-time? 


24  A.    Yes. 


25  Q.    And how long have you worked at Greenwood Mills?
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1  A.    Since 1991.


2  Q.    And how long have you been in your current position?


3  A.    2004.


4  Q.    So you grew up in Greenwood?


5  A.    Yes. 


6  Q.    Is this where your family is from?


7  A.    Yes. 


8  Q.    Have you ever been arrested?


9  A.    No. 


10  Q.    Have you ever been convicted of a crime? 


11  A.    No. 


12  Q.    More than like a traffic ticket?  Have ever been


13        involved in any other legal claims or lawsuits aside


14        from your divorce?


15  A.    No. 


16  Q.    All right.  And how did you meet your lawyer?


17  A.    Him?  He's -- he's on retainer for the company.


18  Q.    Both your offices are here in this building.  Is that


19        right?


20  A.    Correct. 


21  Q.    Did you speak to any other attorneys about this lawsuit


22        or the underlying facts comprising this lawsuit besides


23        Mr. Smith?


24  A.    No. 


25  Q.    How did you prepare for this deposition?
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1  A.    Just went back through the files and looked at the


2        different contracts we had with Rodney.


3  Q.    Have you spoken to anybody else other than your lawyer


4        about this case?


5  A.    No. 


6  Q.    You said you reviewed some documents pertaining to the


7        case to prepare.  Which documents did you review?


8  A.    Our original contract, the next one, and then the 2021


9        I guess it was, the last one.


10  Q.    When you say the original, do you mean the one that was


11        signed in 2003?  That's the earliest one that I know


12        of.  


13  A.    Yes. 


14  Q.    When you say the next one, which one is the next one?


15  A.    I don't have a copy of it in front of me.  


16  MR. SMITH:


17        I have the documents that you requested him to bring,


18        but I'll defer to you if you want to ask him about


19        anything specifically.


20  MS. MCCONOUGHEY:


21        You have the originals you mean?


22  MR. SMITH:


23        I have the requested documents included in your


24        deposition notice.  Are these the ones you're wanting


25        to ask him about, the ones in the deposition notice?
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1  MS. MCCONOUGHEY:


2        Well, he said he reviewed the next one and then the


3        last one.  So I'm not sure which ones those are.


4  MR. SMITH:


5        Well, here are the ones you asked him to bring to the


6        deposition.


7  EXAMINATION RESUMED BY MS. MCCONOUGHEY:


8  Q.    So the one that you referred to as the next one, Mr.


9        Self, can you tell me the date on that?


10  A.    The 2003 one, the 2018 one, and the 2021.


11  Q.    What's the specific date on the 2021?


12  A.    The 30th day of April.


13  Q.    Thank you.  So tell me everything that you did to


14        prepare for this deposition.  


15  A.    Just read.


16  Q.    You just read those three documents?


17  A.    (Witness nods head).


18  Q.    So you said your position at Greenwood Mills is Chief


19        Executive Officer.  What are your kind of general


20        duties and responsibilities in that position?


21  A.    General duties, okay.  I make sure -- I supervise the


22        sales force.  I supervise the manufacturing staff and


23        financial staff and make sure we have all the raw


24        materials procured to manufacture our products.


25  Q.    And what are the main products of Greenwood Mills?
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1  A.    Gray fabric.


2  Q.    Gray fabric?  Is that a technical term or just --


3  A.    It is.


4  Q.    -- that's a color?  It is?  What is gray fabric?


5  A.    It's undyed, unfinished.


6  Q.    Undyed, unfinished.  Do you sell it to other


7        manufacturers then?


8  A.    We do.


9  Q.    Do you have like a main customer or a couple of core


10        like industries that you sell to like hospitals or


11        clothing manufacturers?


12  A.    We sell to -- because it's undyed, unfinished, somebody


13        who buys it has to have a finishing plant.  So it would


14        be another textile company.


15  Q.    So you said you supervise the sales force, the


16        financials, and making sure the raw materials are


17        coming in when they're supposed to.  Does Greenwood


18        Mills have any other businesses besides textile


19        production?


20  A.    We single-source apparel.  


21  Q.    Can you explain what that means?  


22  A.    We make blue jeans for a lot of brands.


23  Q.    Does Greenwood Mills own a lot of real estate around


24        here in Greenwood that's not related to the plant? 


25  A.    Some.
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1  Q.    Do you normally handle real estate transactions for


2        Greenwood Mills?


3  A.    Yes. 


4  Q.    About how often?


5  A.    Rarely.


6  Q.    Is that once a year, five times a year, once every five


7        years?


8  A.    Maybe once every five.


9  Q.    Do you work with buying and selling real estate for any


10        other companies that you own or are involved with?


11  A.    If needed.


12  Q.    Do you personally market lots for sale or for rent


13        yourself?


14  A.    No.


15  Q.    Does anyone else at Greenwood Mills handle real estate


16        matters for the company?


17  A.    You mean pay the property taxes?  Define matters.  I'm


18        not sure I understand your question.


19  Q.    Let's say marketing properties for sale or deciding


20        whether a property should be sold or rented or kept.


21  A.    Not for Greenwood Mills.


22  Q.    You said that you do handle real estate, buying and


23        selling real estate for other companies that you are


24        involved with if needed.  What other companies would


25        those be?
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1  A.    Central Trust Company, Greenwood Development.


2  Q.    Just those two?


3  A.    Greenwood Holding.


4  Q.    Greenwood Holdings?


5  A.    Mm-hmm. 


6  Q.    Is that a real estate holding company?


7  A.    It's a holding company.


8  Q.    Just a holding company, okay.  Does Greenwood Mills


9        have a department that handles its real estate, or is


10        that something else?


11  A.    No. 


12  Q.    Who decides when to sell real estate that's owned by


13        Greenwood Mills?  Is there a committee or a department?


14  A.    (Witness shakes head).  Usually me.


15  Q.    Just you?  Is there a routine or a process that has to


16        be followed whenever a property is sold?


17  A.    No. 


18  Q.    Who decides things like a price or a rental amount or


19        whether an appraisal is done, things like that?


20  A.    Usually me.


21  Q.    For the 2003 contract that you said you reviewed here,


22        who determined the selling price on that contract?


23  A.    That was a long time ago and before I was president. 


24        So probably me.  I'm guessing.  A long time ago.


25  Q.    Do you remember who determined the selling price for
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1        that 2018 contract that you said you reviewed?


2  A.    I don't. 


3  Q.    Do you remember who came up with the price for the 2021


4        contract that you reviewed?  


5  A.    I don't. 


6  Q.    You don't remember how you came up with that price?


7  A.    Yes, because he was buying -- he wanted to buy


8        additional acreage.


9  Q.    Yes what? 


10  A.    He wanted to buy additional acreage, so that's why the


11        price was different on the '21 contract.


12  Q.    And what was the additional acreage?  


13  A.    The adjacent parcel.


14  Q.    Did anyone else besides you have any input into like


15        how to determine the price?  Did you discuss that with


16        anyone that you remember?


17  A.    Probably Bill Watkins. 


18  Q.    And who is Bill Watkins?


19  A.    He was an attorney here before Brandon.  


20  Q.    So you and Bill Watkins discussed the price on the


21        contracts?


22  A.    I'm sure we did.


23  Q.    Would that have been all three of them?


24  A.    Probably not the first one.


25  Q.    All right.  How do you know the defendant, Rodney
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1        White?


2  A.    We probably first met when he was a tenant.  


3  Q.    A tenant at where?


4  A.    The Gulf Street property.  He was renting it prior to


5        wanting to purchase it.


6  Q.    Do you remember when you met him? 


7  A.    I do not. 


8  Q.    You don't remember when or how?  Do you remember how


9        you met him?


10  A.    As a tenant.  I'm sure I patronized his business at the


11        time.


12  Q.    What was his business?


13  A.    A car wash.


14  Q.    Do you remember introducing yourself to him?  


15  A.    I'm sure I did. 


16  Q.    Do you remember that?


17  A.    I don't remember the incident, no.


18  Q.    Do you remember talking with him about the 2003


19        contract?  Do you remember how that -- I mean, how did


20        the 2003 contract come to be?


21  A.    We were -- at the time the business was -- our business


22        was difficult.  We were selling a lot of our non-


23        manufacturing properties, and he was a tenant and


24        wanted to -- wanted to purchase it.


25  Q.    Do you remember what was causing business to be
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1        difficult at that time?


2  A.    China.  


3  Q.    Can you be more specific?


4  A.    President Clinton gave China most favored nation


5        status. 


6  Q.    So---


7  A.    Which a lot of textile manufacturing moved to China.


8  Q.    So you had more competition I guess?


9  A.    A lot of imports from China.


10  Q.    So you said that Greenwood Mills was trying to get rid


11        of its non-manufacturing property?  


12  A.    Mm-hmm. 


13  Q.    Do you remember approaching Mr. White about purchasing


14        the property or selling it to him?


15  A.    I don't.


16  Q.    Do you remember anything about those initial


17        discussions, or do you remember signing that contract?


18  A.    I remember signing it, yeah.


19  Q.    Where did you sign it?  Do you remember where?


20  A.    I don't.


21  Q.    You don't, okay.  Do you know who wrote the contract?


22  A.    Probably -- probably Bill Watkins.


23  Q.    So you said that Mr. White owned a car wash on the Gulf


24        Street property?


25  A.    I don't know if he owned it.  I know he operated it.
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1  Q.    I'm sorry, yes.  He ran the business.  How often did


2        you see him?  Is that property close to your office?


3  A.    It was probably -- at that time my office was on the


4        south end of town.  So it was probably five or six


5        miles away.


6  Q.    Did you drive by there often?


7  A.    Occasionally.


8  Q.    Occasionally, okay.  So like a couple times a week, a


9        couple times a month?


10  A.    Call it a couple times a week.


11  Q.    You said his business was a car wash?


12  A.    Yes. 


13  Q.    And do you remember patronizing his business?


14  A.    Sure.


15  Q.    About how often?  Like weekly?  Monthly?


16  A.    Rarely.


17  Q.    To your knowledge, does the defendant or did the


18        defendant have a relationship with or do business with


19        any other members of your family?


20  A.    I think he did.


21  Q.    What do you know about that?


22  A.    Nothing other than I think he did.


23  Q.    Do you know who?


24  A.    I think my mother used him.


25  Q.    But you don't know any details about that?
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1  A.    Mm-mm.


2  Q.    So going back to the 2003 contract, I'm going to give


3        you the copy that I have.


4  MS. MCCONOUGHEY:


5        You said you have a copy of the original, Brandon?


6  MR. SMITH:


7        I mean, I have the same copy I'm assuming you have. 


8        There's only one copy that I know of.


9  MS. MCCONOUGHEY:


10        Okay.  So this will be our Exhibit Number 1.


11  (Defendant's Exhibit 1 marked) 


12  EXAMINATION RESUMED BY MS. MCCONOUGHEY:


13  Q.    Mr. Self, do you recognize that document that I just


14        handed to you?  


15  A.    Yes. 


16  Q.    What is it?


17  A.    It's the contract from 2003.


18  Q.    And you said you do remember signing this?


19  A.    As much as I can remember something in 2003, yeah.


20  Q.    Is that your signature --


21  A.    It is.


22  Q.    -- on the signature page?  Okay.  How many pages is


23        that contract total? 


24  A.    Two including the signature page with some attachments.


25  Q.    And what are the attachments?
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1  A.    A plat and a payment schedule.


2  Q.    Do you recognize that payment schedule?


3  A.    Yes. 


4  Q.    Can you tell me what's included at the top, like what


5        different items are included in the payments? 


6        Principal, interest, et cetera?


7  A.    Principle [sic], payment amount, interest amount,


8        principle [sic] amount, interest rate, property taxes,


9        insurance, total payment?


10  Q.    Okay.  Is there an Exhibit A to that contract?


11  A.    Yes. 


12  Q.    And what is it?


13  A.    It's a plat.


14  Q.    Can you tell me the date of the plat?


15  A.    '97.


16  Q.    1997?  All right.  You discussed earlier that there was


17        a part of the property that was called like you called


18        it I think the Gulf Street portion?


19  A.    Mm-hmm. 


20


21  A.    I did not.  I called it adjacent portion.


22  Q.    Okay.  Which portion is this?  How would you describe


23        that?


24  A.    This is the station that he wanted to purchase.


25  Q.    The station?
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1  A.    Just the physical gas station.


2  Q.    The gas station?  Okay.  So there are two parts to the


3        property?


4  A.    It's one.  It was one parcel, but this was for the part


5        on the -- that was the physical gas station across Gulf


6        Street.


7  Q.    That plat?


8  A.    Mm-hmm. 


9  Q.    So you said that the property had two separate parts.


10        Is that right?


11  A.    It was divided by a road.


12  Q.    Divided by a road.  What's the name of the road?


13  A.    Gulf Street.


14  Q.    Gulf Street, okay.  So what are the two parts?  You


15        said one of them is a gas station.  What was the other


16        one?


17  A.    Vacant land.


18  Q.    Vacant land?


19  A.    With a old house on it.


20  Q.    There was an old house on it?  Okay.  How long has


21        Greenwood Mills owned that property?


22  A.    No idea.


23  Q.    You don't know?  The plat that is Exhibit A here, is


24        that a plat that was done for Greenwood Mills?


25  A.    No.  It was done by -- for Mauldin Lumber Company it
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1        looks like.


2  Q.    Why did Mauldin Lumber Company have a plat of the


3        property?


4  A.    I don't know.  It looks like they may have bought


5        what's behind the gas station at some point.


6  Q.    So is that a plat of the gas station portion, or is


7        that a plat of something else that just happens to show


8        the gas station portion?


9  A.    It shows both.  (To Mr. Smith)  What do you say?  I


10        mean, that's -- it looks like it shows the Mauldin


11        Lumber Company property with the gas station portion


12        adjacent to it. 


13  Q.    Are you aware of any plats or surveys that were done at


14        the gas station portion of the property?


15  A.    I am not, mm-mm. 


16  Q.    No?  Did you ever order a plat --


17  A.    No.


18  Q.    -- of the gas station property?  Do you know why you


19        didn't do that?


20  A.    Usually the buyer requests a survey if they want to pay


21        for one.


22  Q.    Right.  How familiar are you with the property?


23  A.    I'm pretty familiar.


24  Q.    Pretty familiar?  You see it every day, most days?


25  A.    Occasionally.
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1  Q.    Occasionally?  Do you ever go over there and like walk


2        the land or anything?


3  A.    No. 


4  Q.    Prior to 2003 what was the property used for, both


5        parts? 


6  A.    Don't know.


7  Q.    You said one of them was an old gas station.  Right?


8  A.    Mm-hmm. 


9  Q.    And you said the other part had a house on it?


10  A.    (Witness nods head).


11  Q.    Did anyone live in the house?  Were there renters?


12  A.    I don't remember anybody ever living in it.


13  Q.    You don't remember anyone ever living in it?  Did


14        Greenwood Mills rent it out to anyone that you recall?


15  A.    Not in my---


16  Q.    No rental company or anything? 


17  A.    Not in my memory.


18  Q.    Would you have been the person who would have handled


19        something like that?


20  A.    Not at that time.


21  Q.    No?  Who would have handled the rentals at that time?


22  A.    I don't know. 


23  Q.    So you were in charge of selling the properties in


24        2003?


25  A.    Correct.
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1  Q.    But you were not in charge of renting any?


2  A.    No. 


3  Q.    And you don't know who would have been in charge of


4        renting them?


5  A.    Mm-mm.  


6  Q.    What was your position with the company in 2003? 


7  A.    I was -- I believe I was vice president of sales back


8        then. 


9  Q.    Vice president of sales?  Who was the CEO at that time?


10  A.    It was Larry.  Larry Englert was interim president.


11  Q.    Can you spell his name?


12  A.    E-N-G-L-E-R-T.  


13  Q.    How long was he interim president?


14  A.    From I'm going to say '99, 2000 time frame, 2000


15        probably to 2004.


16  Q.    And would he have had anything to do with any real


17        estate transactions?  


18  A.    Yes.  He ordered me to sell them.


19  Q.    He ordered you to sell the property?


20  A.    Sell multiple properties.  


21  Q.    Around 2003?


22  A.    2001, starting.  


23  Q.    Do you know if there were tenants in the house in 2003?


24  A.    I don't think so.


25  Q.    Do you know who at Greenwood Mills was responsible for
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1        managing that property before 2003, before you were


2        told to sell it? 


3  A.    I believe it may have been -- I don't think it was


4        anybody at Greenwood Mills.  I believe it was being


5        managed by an -- by an outside company.


6  Q.    Like a property management company?


7  A.    Mm-hmm. 


8  Q.    Is that who Mr. White would have signed his lease with?


9  A.    Probably.


10  Q.    Do you know the name of the property management


11        company?


12  A.    Central Trust Company.


13  Q.    Is that the one that you said you were involved with,


14        as well?


15  A.    I have ownership in it.


16  Q.    Were you involved with running the business at that


17        time? 


18  A.    No. 


19  Q.    No?  Who was responsible for running the business?


20  A.    I believe Bob Haynie was running the real estate stuff.


21  Q.    Bob Haynie?  Can you spell his last name?


22  A.    H-A-Y-N-I-E.  


23  Q.    Would the property management company have handled the


24        like landscaping and things like that?


25  A.    That's usually a tenant's concern.  
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1  Q.    Okay.  So we're talking about the part of the property


2        that has the house on it.  It's my understanding -- and


3        correct me if it's wrong.  It's my understanding that


4        that property is kind of shaped like a backwards L and


5        that the front part of it is kind of like a big grassy


6        area and the house is at the back of the property.  Is


7        that right?


8  A.    Mm-hmm.


9  Q.    Do you know who mowed the grass during the period up to


10        2003?


11  A.    Probably Greenwood Mills's crew.


12  Q.    Did Greenwood Mills have like a dedicated landscaping


13        crew?


14  A.    We just had maintenance people that mowed grass for


15        different properties around town that we owned.


16  Q.    Okay.  Did Greenwood Mills' maintenance crew mow the


17        grass after 2003, to your knowledge?


18  A.    Probably.  Not to my -- I don't know.  If we didn't, I


19        don't know who did or didn't.


20  Q.    You don't know?  Who's in charge of the maintenance


21        crew?


22  A.    There is not one now.


23  Q.    Do you know who was in charge of the maintenance crew


24        in 2003 or around that time?


25  A.    No.  I can't remember.
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1  Q.    Is there like---


2  A.    Probably Doyle Kidd.  


3  Q.    Can you spell that name?  


4  A.    K-I-D-D.


5  Q.    And what was his position?


6  A.    Vice president of purchasing.


7  Q.    He was over the maintenance crew?


8  A.    We wore a lot of hats back then.


9  Q.    Did you ever go on the part of the property that had


10        the house on it for any reason or use it for anything?


11  A.    No. 


12  Q.    To your knowledge, did Greenwood Mills use that


13        property for anything?


14  A.    No. 


15  Q.    You stated a few minutes ago that the gas station part


16        was separated from the house part by a road, by Gulf


17        Street.  Is that right?


18  A.    Correct.


19  Q.    Do either parts of the property have like a fence or


20        any other kind of separation on the surrounding


21        properties?


22  A.    There's a fence behind the gas station.


23  Q.    Is there a fence around the house lot or any part of


24        it?


25  A.    No. 
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1  Q.    Did Greenwood Mills ever think about putting up a


2        fence, or did you ever think about putting up a fence


3        around the house?


4  A.    No. 


5  Q.    After 2003 did you know that Rodney Mills was using the


6        house on the house part of the lot?


7  A.    No. 


8  Q.    You never knew that?


9  A.    Never knew.


10  Q.    Did you know that he was mowing the grass?


11  A.    Did not. 


12  Q.    Did you know that he was using the grassy area in front


13        of the house to park cars for his business? 


14  A.    Did not. 


15  Q.    Did you ever see anyone out there maintaining the lawn,


16        mowing the grass or anything like that?


17  A.    No. 


18  Q.    And you said you patronized his business from time to


19        time and that you drove past this lot a few times a


20        week.  Right?  And you never saw cars parked out there


21        on the grassy area?


22  A.    Not that I can remember.


23  Q.    Was it your understanding that the house there was like


24        abandoned essentially?


25  A.    I believe it was condemned.
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1  Q.    And when did that happen?


2  A.    I don't know exactly.


3  Q.    You don't know? 


4  A.    Mm-mm.


5  Q.    If it was condemned by like the City of Greenwood -- is


6        that who would have been responsible?


7  A.    Correct.


8  Q.    Would they have sent out a notice about that?


9  A.    They did.  That's when we tore it down.  I'm sure we


10        got a notice then because I remember acting on it.


11  Q.    Was the house -- at this point right now I'm just


12        trying to figure out---


13  A.    In 2003 the only property I dealt with Rodney on was


14        the gas station itself.


15  Q.    Was the house in 2003, to your knowledge, was it


16        abandoned or was it just empty? 


17  A.    It was just empty. 


18  Q.    So it was maintained by someone?


19  A.    We contemplated tearing it down then, but it was going


20        to cost us more to tear it down than -- and we just


21        felt like we didn't need to spend the money. 


22  Q.    Okay.  So Greenwood Mills wasn't using it.  You weren't


23        marketing it for sale?


24  A.    (Witness shakes head).  


25  Q.    You weren't maintaining it? 
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1  A.    No. 


2  Q.    You were just letting it hang out?


3  A.    Correct. 


4  Q.    And you had no knowledge of Mr. White using the house


5        or the house lot or any of that? 


6  A.    No. 


7  Q.    When did you first learn that he was using any part of


8        that lot or the house?


9  A.    Later on when he wanted to buy the whole thing.


10  Q.    Around what time was that?


11  A.    2001.  No.  '21.  Excuse me.


12  Q.    And that's when you found out he was using it?


13  A.    Correct.  Or that's when I found out he wanted it.  I


14        didn't know he was using it at all.


15  Q.    You never knew that he was using it?


16  A.    No.


17  Q.    I mean, I feel like that's a big part of this lawsuit. 


18        Did you find out he was using the house from the


19        lawsuit?


20  A.    Yes. 


21  Q.    Okay.  So that would have been like last year?  


22  A.    (Witness nods head).


23  Q.    Okay.  And you found out he had -- the first time you


24        found out he had any interest in the lot was when?


25  A.    When he wanted to buy it in '21, but he couldn't close.
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1  Q.    What do you mean he couldn't close? 


2  A.    He couldn't come up with the money.  That's usually


3        what it takes to buy something.  I'd worked with him


4        for years to try and get him to buy the gas station


5        itself.  And I worked with him again, and in '21 he


6        wanted to buy the whole thing, and it fell through, as


7        well.


8  Q.    Okay.  When you said you worked with him for years to


9        try to get him to buy the gas station, can you describe


10        what you mean by that?


11  A.    Yeah.  He wanted to buy it.  I wanted to sell it to


12        him.  He couldn't come up with the money, so we worked


13        out a contract for a payment plan.  He defaulted on it. 


14        We told him -- Allen Hughes who worked in my financial


15        area at the time told him he needed to move out.  I


16        stopped by to talk to him, and he didn't want -- he


17        said -- he said let me have some time to get -- to get


18        it right, and I said, well, I haven't got anybody -- I


19        don't have anybody moving in.  I'm not selling it to


20        anybody else right now.  You know, if you can correct


21        your indebtedness, we can move forward.  You know, I


22        wanted to work with him.


23  Q.    And did you give him like a timeline to correct -- like


24        to get current on his payments?


25  A.    No.  I just asked if he could do it.
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1  Q.    And he said yes?


2  A.    Excuse me?


3  Q.    Did he say yes, that he could?


4  A.    He always said yes. 


5  Q.    Okay.  Do you remember when you had that conversation


6        with him?


7  A.    It would have been after the Allen Hughes letter, and


8        he made -- I think he made five or six payments under


9        this original contract's payment plan and then


10        defaulted.  So it was sometime after that.  So if this


11        was in February, it would have been, you know, I'm


12        saying late, late summer or something in 2003.


13  Q.    2003?  It was all that same year?  


14  A.    Yeah.  He only made five or six payments on this


15        contract.  The contract was in February.  His first


16        payment would have been in March probably.  So if he


17        made six, it was probably October.  So I'm saying it


18        was late 2003.


19  Q.    When was the Allen Hughes letter sent? 


20  A.    It would have been whenever he went into default.


21  Q.    I'll come back to that in just a minute.  To your


22        knowledge, did anyone ever talk to Mr. White about like


23        his use of the house or lot or tell him that he needed


24        to get off of there, that he was trespassing or


25        anything like that?  
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1  A.    Not to my knowledge.


2  Q.    Do you remember anyone ever talking to you about like


3        to say like, you know, I think he's using that other


4        lot and I don't think he's supposed to?  Do you


5        remember any complaints or anything like that?


6  A.    I don't.


7  Q.    So you said in 2003 you were directed by your boss at


8        the time, interim president Mr. Englert, to sell some


9        nonbusiness properties that Greenwood Mills owned?


10  A.    Correct.


11  Q.    And you entered into this contract to sell the gas


12        station portion of the property to Mr. White.  Was


13        there a buyer in mind for the house portion of the


14        property?


15  A.    Not at the time.


16  Q.    No?  How did you go about finding buyers for these


17        different properties?


18  A.    We listed some for sale.  We talked to neighbors.  We,


19        you know, talked to tenants if we had them.  


20  Q.    So it was just kind of on a property by property basis? 


21  A.    Correct.


22  Q.    And did you talk to anybody or list the house part of


23        the property for sale at all here?


24  A.    No.


25  Q.    No?  Was there a reason for that?
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1  A.    It was -- there were bigger properties that would bring


2        more money in at the time.


3  Q.    So you said a few minutes ago that on behalf of


4        Greenwood Mills you entered into an owner financed


5        contract for sale for the property with Mr. White.  Is


6        that right?  


7  A.    Correct. 


8  Q.    And what was the time period on that?  Like how long


9        was he supposed to have to pay it off?


10  A.    He was to make 180 payments.  


11  Q.    And did you have authority to offer owner financing at


12        the time --  


13  A.    Yes. 


14  Q.    -- on behalf of Greenwood Mills?  Who did Mr. White


15        make his payments to?


16  A.    Our accounting department.


17  Q.    Was there a particular person?  


18  A.    Allen Hughes.


19  Q.    Was there anyone else who worked over there who handled


20        these payments?


21  A.    He may have assigned it to somebody clerical.  I don't


22        know.


23  Q.    Before Mr. Hughes sent a default letter, would he have


24        had to get permission from you or -- 


25  A.    No. 
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1  Q.    -- confirmation?  Okay.  On the 2003 contract, is that


2        the one that says if Mr. White goes into default that


3        notice has to be given to Robert Moore?  I can't


4        remember if it said it on that one or the other one. 


5        Does it say that at the bottom of the first page?


6  A.    It does not.


7  Q.    It doesn't mention Mr. Moore at all on that one?  Do


8        you know who Robert C. Moore is?


9  A.    I do.


10  Q.    Who is he?


11  A.    Or I knew who he was.  I assume he's dead now.  He was


12        a principal.  It is the one.  Excuse me.  It is in


13        here.  It's in the middle of the page.  You said it was


14        at the bottom.


15  Q.    Oh, I'm sorry.  My mistake.  So who was Robert Moore in


16        all of this?  What did he have to do with any of this?


17  A.    He was a friend of Rodney's.


18  Q.    And what did he have to do with this contract?  Like


19        why would he need to get notice of a default?


20  A.    I don't know.  That was something he wanted. 


21  Q.    You don't know?  Was Mr. Moore helping to pay for the


22        property or purchase it?  


23  A.    I don't know.


24  Q.    Was he a guarantor or anything?


25  A.    My contract was with him.  
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1  Q.    But this contract says that -- this is paragraph number


2        three.  That's what I'm looking at.  Is that the


3        paragraph you're looking at?


4  A.    It is.


5  Q.    Okay.  It looks like it says seller will provide notice


6        of cancellation to Robert C. Moore at 2433 Canterbury


7        Road, Greenwood, South Carolina, and to Rodney White at


8        341 Maxwell Avenue, Greenwood, South Carolina.  Is that


9        what your version says?


10  A.    That's what it says.


11  Q.    To your knowledge, did Greenwood Mills give notice of


12        cancellation to Mr. Moore?


13  A.    I don't know.


14  Q.    You said you believe that he's passed away?


15  A.    I believe so.  


16  Q.    Do you know about when he passed away?


17  A.    I have no idea.  And I'm just guessing.  I just know he


18        was old when I knew him as a kid.


19  Q.    You said he was a middle school principal, high school


20        principal? 


21  A.    Junior high school.


22  Q.    Was he the principal when you were in junior high


23        school?


24  A.    He was.  His daughter and I are the same age.


25  Q.    Okay.  Did you have the property or any part of it
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1        appraised in 2003? 


2  A.    No. 


3  Q.    How about 2018 or 2021?


4  A.    No. 


5  Q.    Have you ever had it appraised?


6  A.    No. 


7  Q.    Is there a reason -- so when you were selling all of


8        those properties for Greenwood Mills in the early


9        2000s, were any of them ever appraised?


10  A.    No.  I doubt it.


11  Q.    How did you come up with the sale prices for the


12        various properties?


13  A.    We looked at county tax records.  We looked at what we


14        thought we could move it for.


15  Q.    So just kind of a general feel in the area?


16  A.    We were on a mission to raise cash.


17  Q.    Do you remember about how many properties you sold at


18        that time to raise cash? 


19  A.    Forty, 50-ish.  Thirty to 50.  Call it that.


20  Q.    Was Mr. Englert -- well, let me back up.  Of those 30


21        to 50 -- and I understand this was a long time ago --


22        do you remember any other properties that were like


23        owner financed by Greenwood Mills, or was this gas


24        station property the only one?


25  A.    It's the only one that I can think of.
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1  Q.    Did you have any of those other properties surveyed, or


2        was that always the buyer's responsibility?


3  A.    Usually the buyer unless we subdivided something, which


4        I can't think of a specific incidence where we did.


5  Q.    Are you aware of any other surveys or plats of this


6        property besides the one that's attached to that


7        contract?


8  A.    No.


9  Q.    Has anyone else approached you about buying all or


10        either part --


11  A.    No.


12  Q.    -- of this property since 2003?  No?


13  A.    No. 


14  Q.    Have you or does Greenwood Mills want to try to sell


15        the property to someone else, or does Greenwood Mills


16        want to use it for something at this time?


17  A.    We don't have any plans to sell it.


18  Q.    So do you have plans to change the use of it?


19  A.    Not at this time.


20  Q.    Let's see.  You said Allen Hughes was the one


21        responsible for keeping track of the payments?


22  A.    Correct. 


23  Q.    You mentioned a few minutes ago that Allen Hughes sent


24        out a default notice in 2003.  I'm going to give you a


25        copy of the one that I think you are referencing.  This
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1        is Exhibit 2.


2  (Defendant's Exhibit 2 marked) 


3  EXAMINATION RESUMED BY MS. MCCONOUGHEY:


4  Q.    Do you recognize this letter?


5  A.    That's not the one I referred to, but I do recognize


6        it.


7  Q.    It's not the one that you referred to?  What's the date


8        on that letter?


9  A.    This is July 23rd. 


10  Q.    And the year?


11  A.    2003. 


12  Q.    What was the letter that you were thinking of?


13  A.    This was from Diann Smith.  The one I saw was Allen


14        Hughes.


15  Q.    Okay.  Are you familiar with this letter?  Or you said


16        you do recognize it?


17  A.    I do recognize it.


18  Q.    And who is Diann Smith?


19  A.    She worked in the accounting department for Allen


20        Hughes.


21  Q.    Did you direct Mr. Hughes or Ms. Smith to send a


22        default letter in July? 


23  A.    I did not direct it.  It would have been her job.


24  Q.    At what point did you find out that Mr. White was in


25        default?
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1  A.    I was copied on this letter it appears.


2  Q.    So you did receive it?  Do you remember that?


3  A.    I don't remember it, but it says I was copied on it, so


4        I'm sure I was.


5  Q.    Would you have kept that letter that you received?


6  A.    Probably not.


7  Q.    Did you contact Mr. White when you received that


8        letter, or did you call down to Mr. -- like at what


9        point did you get involved to the point where you


10        wanted to stop by and talk to Rodney yourself?


11  A.    I'm the one that -- Rodney would call me.  He'd get one


12        of these letters and he'd call me.


13  Q.    Okay.  And about how many times did that happen, or how


14        often did that happen?


15  A.    Usually -- I mean usually every time we were


16        threatening action or taking action.


17  Q.    I mean, do you remember how many times that happened? 


18        Was that a bunch of times or a couple of times or once?


19  A.    A couple of times, three.


20  Q.    A couple of times?


21  A.    Two or three.


22  Q.    So he would call you on the phone, and would you


23        answer?  Would you have a conversation with him most of


24        the time?


25  A.    Sure, I'd usually talk with him.  I had no problem
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1        talking to him.  I wanted his money.  I wanted him to


2        have the property.  I was working with him.


3  Q.    Right.  So Allen Hughes or someone in his department


4        would send a default letter to Rodney if he missed a


5        payment.  Rodney would get the letter and then call you


6        and y'all would work it out?


7  A.    Yeah.  I'd say, you know, hey, you got to get current.  


8  Q.    So you said, you know, pay the money --


9  A.    Pay up, yeah.


10  Q.    -- like you're supposed to under the contract?


11  A.    Correct.


12  Q.    Was there like an or else when you talked to him?  I


13        mean, the letters clearly say there's an or else.


14  A.    Right.


15  Q.    Or else get off the property, we're terminating, blah-


16        blah-blah.  Did you tell him, you know, did you give


17        him a different deadline than was in the letters or?


18  A.    The last letter, the Allen Hughes letter that I


19        referred to, you know, it says you got to get out, and


20        I said -- I told him, I said, listen, we got no plans


21        for this property, you know, don't worry about moving


22        out, continue to try to make it and bring us current.


23  Q.    But you didn't give him a deadline?


24  A.    No. 


25  Q.    So I'm going to give you the next letter, and this one
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1        is signed by Allen Hughes.  So I think---


2  A.    That's the one I'm referring to I'm sure.


3  Q.    All right.  This one's dated August 26, 2003, and this


4        will be our Exhibit Number 3.


5  (Defendant's Exhibit 3 marked) 


6  EXAMINATION RESUMED BY MS. MCCONOUGHEY:


7  A.    Yeah.  It was after this letter that I stopped by and


8        talked to Rodney and told him that, you know, hey, stay


9        in there, do---


10  Q.    Make your payments? 


11  A.    Do your best, bring us -- make some partial payments,


12        show some effort.  


13  Q.    So you talked to him in person? 


14  A.    Yes. 


15  Q.    Was that the last time you talked to Rodney?


16  A.    I believe so.


17  Q.    Did he ever call you again after that?


18  A.    Don't know.


19  Q.    You don't---


20  A.    I don't know if he did or not.


21  Q.    But you don't remember talking to him after that?


22  A.    No. 


23  Q.    Did you tell him that you would get back in touch with


24        him about the payments, or you just told him to get


25        current with no deadline?
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1  A.    (Witness nods head).


2  Q.    So she can't -- you have to say out loud yes or no.


3  A.    Okay.  I told him, I said, you know, get current.  You


4        know, he always had something going on that he was


5        going to bring it current, and I said, great, get it


6        current.  You know, you're a great guy, you know, I


7        want to work with you.  You know, stay there, run your


8        business, make some money and pay us.


9  Q.    Was that frustrating to be in this cycle with him of


10        default, default letter sent, get a phone call,


11        default, default letter sent, get a phone call?


12  A.    Sure it is.  


13  Q.    Did you feel like you were---


14  A.    It's frustrating now.


15  Q.    I understand.  Did you feel like you were losing


16        patience, or was there anyone else at Greenwood Mills


17        who told you like, you know, we're not making


18        exceptions anymore or anything like that?


19  A.    No.


20  Q.    No?  Did you or anyone else at Greenwood Mills give Mr.


21        White any other options regarding the property, like to


22        stay or to change his payments or to change the payment


23        plan or anything like that?


24  A.    Not that I'm aware.


25  Q.    No?  Okay.  Did Greenwood Mills take any legal action
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1        regarding the default, Mr. White's default on his


2        payments in 2003, 2004?


3  A.    No, other than cancellation of the contract.


4  Q.    And what do you mean by cancellation of the contract? 


5  A.    The letter says it's hereby canceled.  


6  Q.    Okay.  So that's the August 26, 2003 letter, and you


7        said it was after that letter that you stopped by the


8        business to talk to Rodney in person and you told him


9        to stay on the property and to keep trying to make---


10  A.    If you can bring -- if you can bring us current, we'll


11        -- we'll work on it.


12  Q.    But you didn't give him a deadline.  Right? 


13  A.    No. 


14  Q.    Can you understand how from Mr. White's perspective it


15        wasn't clear like how long he had---


16  A.    I can't -- I can't testify to his perspective.  I'm


17        sorry.


18  Q.    Right.  Okay, I accept.  After that default notice


19        dated August 26, 2003, was there any legal action taken


20        to your knowledge like -- 


21  A.    No. 


22  Q.    -- anything filed in court?  Were there any other


23        letters sent to Mr. White telling him, you know, any


24        other default letters sent? 


25  A.    No.
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1  Q.    No other default letters sent?


2  A.    Not that I'm aware.


3  Q.    Did you have Mr. White's telephone number, his cell


4        phone number?


5  A.    I did at some point.


6  Q.    When he would call you after he got those default


7        letters, was he calling you on your cell phone, or was


8        it like a business phone or line that you had? 


9  A.    Probably my cell phone.


10  Q.    Did you give him your cell phone number?


11  A.    I'm sure I did.  It was on my business card.


12  Q.    Did you ever have trouble getting in touch with him, or


13        did you ever try to reach out to him directly besides


14        stopping by the business that time?


15  A.    I don't remember a specific incident, but...


16  Q.    I mean, can you think of a time when you tried to get


17        in touch with him and couldn't? 


18  A.    In this time frame?


19  Q.    Yeah. 


20  A.    No.  Now, later on in some of this back in here, yes.


21  Q.    Did you ever send a letter to Mr. White yourself, like


22        a default letter like directly from you that you


23        remember?


24  A.    Not that I remember.


25  Q.    We've been going about an hour.  Do you want to take a
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1        break, or do you want to keep going?


2  A.    I'm good.  


3  Q.    Okay.  What changed in 2018 that you ended up with a


4        new version of the contract?


5  A.    It just bubbled to the surface again.  You know, hey,


6        we need to deal with this.  It's been out here.  You


7        know, I went back to whoever was handling it then.  I


8        think it was Bill Watkins in '18.  I went back to


9        Rodney.  I said, you know, this has been hanging out


10        there.  Let's go deal with it.  Bill went back to him


11        with this contract, and, to my knowledge, Rodney never


12        signed it.  


13  Q.    So who told Bill Watkins to do that? 


14  A.    I did. 


15  Q.    You did?  I mean, that's my question, is like what was


16        the -- what brought it up again?  It had been like 15


17        years.


18  A.    Just, you know, slow day on my other duties. 


19  Q.    So nothing in particular?


20  A.    Mm-mm.  Or he may have brought it to my attention.  I'm


21        not--- 


22  Q.    Who is he? 


23  A.    Bill Watkins.


24  Q.    Okay.  So I have what I think is the 2018 contract.  So


25        this will be Exhibit 4.  
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1  (Defendant's Exhibit 4 marked) 


2  EXAMINATION RESUMED BY MS. MCCONOUGHEY:


3  Q.    And I think you've got a copy of it in your hand.


4  A.    Mm-hmm.


5  Q.    Is this the same copy you have in front of you?


6  A.    Right.


7  Q.    I mean, I see this one has some of my client's notes at


8        the top, but is yours also stamped draft?


9  A.    It is not.


10  Q.    So you have a different version of it?


11  A.    Not that I'm aware of.  The pagination is different. 


12        It looks like the text is the same.  


13  Q.    And on the 2018 contract, does it describe the


14        property?  Is it for the gas station portion only, or


15        is it for---


16  A.    It is.  


17  Q.    Okay.  And what's the price on it?


18  A.    53,800.


19  Q.    And what was the price on the 2003 contract?


20  A.    50,300.


21  Q.    Do you remember the reason for the difference?


22  A.    I don't at the time.  I don't know what the difference


23        would be. 


24  Q.    And what do you remember about the circumstances of the


25        2018 contract?  You said that Mr. White didn't sign it. 
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1        Is that right? 


2  A.    That's correct. 


3  Q.    Did you sign it? 


4  A.    I did not.  I'm usually the last signer.


5  Q.    What do you remember of what happened with this one,


6        the 2018?


7  A.    I believe Bill approached Rodney about, hey, it's time


8        to revisit this, and he probably -- I'm sure he


9        probably said he still wanted to buy it.  And I said,


10        well, fine, get him a contract.  And I'm not sure


11        exactly how we arrived at a price, but it's generally


12        the same price.  And we gave him the contract, and he


13        never signed it.


14  Q.    Why would you give him a new contract if it was the


15        same property covered by the old one?  Like why not


16        just bring up the old one?


17  A.    Because the old one was canceled.  It was in -- he was


18        in default and it was canceled.


19  Q.    By that---


20  A.    According to the letter.  


21  Q.    By that August 2003 letter?


22  A.    Correct. 


23  MR. SMITH:


24        Do y'all mind if I run to the restroom real quick?


25  MS. MCCONOUGHEY: 
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1        Sure.  We'll take a break.  It's 12:02 right now.


2  (Off the Record; 12:02 -- 12:06 PM) 


3  EXAMINATION RESUMED BY MS. MCCONOUGHEY:


4  Q.    We're going back on the record.  It is 12:06, and we


5        have myself, Rachel McConoughey, the court reporter,


6        Roz, Rodney White, Brandon Smith, and Jay Self all


7        still in the room.  So I just want to be clear on the


8        letter that you're calling the termination letter. 


9        That's the letter that's dated August 26, 2003?


10  A.    Correct. 


11  Q.    So it's your understanding that that termination notice


12        was still in effect even after your conversation with


13        Rodney when you told him to get current.  Is that


14        right?


15  A.    Yes.  I mean, the contract was terminated, but if he


16        came up with the money, I'd still love to work with him


17        and work it out.


18  Q.    Okay.  So that happened in 2003, and then nothing


19        happened with it until 2018?


20  A.    Correct.


21  Q.    And then Bill Watkins wrote a new contract?


22  A.    Mm-hmm. 


23  Q.    And approached Rodney about it, and nobody ever signed


24        it?


25  A.    Correct.  Rodney did not sign it, correct. 
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1  Q.    Do you remember why, or what's your understanding of


2        why nobody signed that one?


3  A.    Well, there was no -- there was no financing involved


4        with it.  So---


5  Q.    So the 2018 contract was different because it was not


6        owner financed?


7  A.    Yeah.  I don't know why he didn't sign it.


8  Q.    And then what happened after that?  Just nothing? 


9  A.    Nothing.


10  Q.    Was Rodney, like did he operate his business on that


11        property continuously this whole time, to your


12        knowledge?  Let's say from 2003 to 2018.


13  A.    That was -- that was my knowledge.  I've learned since


14        then that he was in and out of -- there was never much


15        activity there, but it appeared -- it appeared he was


16        running his business, but I never saw him there.


17  Q.    Did you see anyone there?  Like was stuff going on


18        even, you know, maybe he had employees there?  Do you


19        remember, or you don't know? 


20  A.    I don't know.  You know, later I've learned that he --


21        you know, he didn't have business licenses for part of


22        the time and that kind of stuff.  So I assume he went


23        out of business, went back in, went out, you know.  Not


24        my issue.


25  Q.    So nobody signed any contracts in 2018.  There was no
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1        legal action taken.  Is that right?


2  A.    Mm-mm.


3  Q.    You have to say it out loud. 


4  A.    No. 


5  Q.    Okay, thank you.  And then when was the next time that


6        you or anyone from Greenwood Mills followed up with


7        Rodney?


8  A.    That would be '21.


9  Q.    When in '21?  Do you remember?


10  A.    Sometime prior to April of '21.


11  Q.    What happened in April of -- what happened in 2021 that


12        kind of made this bubble to the top again, as you said?


13  A.    Probably Bill was getting ready to retire, and I said


14        let's deal with this before, before you retire.


15  Q.    Bill Watkins, your former attorney?


16  A.    Mm-hmm. 


17  Q.    Is he retired now?


18  A.    Yes. 


19  Q.    So tell me kind of how the 2021 contract came to be. 


20        Did Bill Watkins draft a new one, or what do you


21        remember about that?


22  A.    I remember Bill drafted a new contract.  I assume he


23        talked to Rodney about it, and that's the first time we


24        heard he wanted the whole, the whole parcel.


25  Q.    You said that's the first time you heard that he wanted
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1        the whole parcel?


2  A.    Mm-hmm. 


3  Q.    Did Bill Watkins say that was the first time he heard


4        that Rodney wanted the whole parcel?


5  A.    I don't know what Bill Watkins would say to that. 


6  Q.    Oh, I mean, did Bill say that to you?  Do you remember


7        him saying I had no idea he wanted---


8  MR. SMITH:


9        I'm going to object.  The question is seeking attorney-


10        client privileged information.  I don't know that there


11        was an answer, but I'm objecting and instructing him


12        not to answer anything dealing with attorney-client


13        privileged information.


14  EXAMINATION RESUMED BY MS. MCCONOUGHEY:


15  Q.    And so you said Bill Watkins drafted another new


16        contract in 2021?


17  A.    Correct. 


18  Q.    Is there a reason he didn't use the '18 contract?  


19  A.    The '18 didn't deal with the whole parcel.  


20  Q.    Okay.  I'm sorry.  Let me go back to the year 2018. 


21        This will be our Exhibit 5.  


22  (Defendant's Exhibit 5 marked) 


23  EXAMINATION RESUMED BY MS. MCCONOUGHEY:


24  Q.    This is a proof of funding letter from Mr. White.  Do


25        you recognize this document?
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1  A.    I do not.


2  Q.    You've never seen it before?


3  A.    No.


4  Q.    Did you know that Rodney had offered proof of funding


5        in 2018 to buy the property?


6  A.    No.  We had no signed contract, so I don't know why I


7        would have seen this.


8  Q.    So nobody discussed this with you?  No one ever brought


9        this up to you that Rodney had an external source of


10        funding to purchase the property in 2018?


11  A.    No.  We had no signed contract from Rodney in 2018.


12  Q.    Okay.  But if he had proof of funds for -- what's the


13        letter say?  What's the amount?


14  A.    $50,000.


15  Q.    $50,000.  The 2018 contract, the price was very close


16        to $50,000.  Is that right?


17  A.    Correct.


18  Q.    Why would---


19  A.    I can't answer why he didn't sign.  I don't know.  


20  Q.    I mean, it seems like---


21  A.    To buy a piece of property you have to sign a contract.


22  Q.    Right.


23  A.    Then you go to closing.


24  Q.    But it seems like if he wanted it and he had the money


25        --
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1  A.    He would have---


2  Q.    -- and y'all wanted to sell it.


3  A.    He would have signed the contract.


4  Q.    That that would have happened, right, but you have no


5        idea why that didn't happen?


6  A.    I have no idea why he didn't sign the contract.


7  Q.    You don't know?


8  A.    You'd have to ask your client that.


9  Q.    So in 2018 you did not know that he wanted to buy the


10        whole property.  Is that right?


11  A.    No.  In 2018 he wanted to buy the -- this contract was


12        for the gas station just like the previous contract.


13  Q.    Did Rodney ever reach out to you directly about buying


14        the house part, parcel, house portion of the parcel?


15  A.    Not to my knowledge.


16  Q.    Did you notice a change in the maintenance of the


17        property, either portion of the property at any time


18        since 2003 up till 2021 that you recall?


19  A.    Not that I recall.  


20  Q.    All right.  From 2003 to 2018, to your knowledge, did


21        Greenwood Mills or did you receive any code violation


22        notices about either portion of the property?


23  A.    I don't recall. 


24  Q.    You don't recall?  After the COVID '19 pandemic started


25        in 2020, did that have any bearing on those properties
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1        or the use of them or the---


2  A.    No.


3  Q.    No?  Do you recall receiving any code violation notice


4        after 2018?


5  A.    Yes. 


6  Q.    What do you remember about that?


7  A.    Abandoned cars on the gas station side.


8  Q.    What else? 


9  A.    I remember it was something about the house, because


10        that was why we tore it down, but I don't remember what


11        the exact violation was.


12  Q.    Do you remember when you received notice that there was


13        something wrong with the house part, that you needed to


14        do something about it?


15  A.    It was right before we did something about it.  I don't


16        know what that time was, but...


17  Q.    Were you involved with that, or was someone else


18        handling that?


19  A.    At that point it was being handled by Lesley Lane.


20  Q.    And she works for Greenwood Mills?


21  A.    Works for Greenwood Development.


22  Q.    And what is her position?


23  A.    Administrative assistant.


24  Q.    To who?


25  A.    My cousin.  
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1  Q.    Who's your cousin?


2  A.    Bubba Self.


3  Q.    Why was that being handled by Greenwood Development?


4  A.    Because it -- they took over the -- they had the


5        capacity and bandwidth to take over the property


6        management stuff.


7  Q.    And when did Greenwood Development start taking over


8        the property management?


9  A.    2019-ish.  I'm guessing.


10  Q.    Was there a reason for that change?  Just better---


11  A.    Organization changes.


12  Q.    When the notices were sent about the house being in


13        condemnable condition or whatever that notice was, you


14        said that Lesley Lane was handling it.  Did you have


15        anything to do with any of that at that time?  Were you


16        notified of it?


17  A.    She asked me what I wanted to do about it.


18  Q.    What did you say?


19  A.    Tear it down if we can.


20  Q.    Did you send people to the house to like go inside?


21  A.    She probably did.


22  Q.    She did?


23  A.    (Witness nods head).


24  Q.    Did you know about that?


25  A.    Yes. 
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1  Q.    What do you remember about it?


2  A.    Said nothing in there, a bunch of trash.


3  Q.    Who said that?


4  A.    The construction crew that went in there, destruction


5        crew to look at it, or Lesley said it.  I'm not sure


6        exactly who.


7  Q.    Okay.  When that was occurring did that crew also go


8        inside Rodney's shop, the business part?


9  A.    Not to my knowledge.


10  Q.    No?  These are some photos.  This is Exhibit 6.


11  (Defendant's Exhibit 6 marked) 


12  EXAMINATION RESUMED BY MS. MCCONOUGHEY:


13  Q.    These are photos that I received from Mr. Smith in


14        discovery.  Have you seen any of these before?


15  A.    Which photo are you asking?  There's a whole deck of


16        them. 


17  Q.    I mean have you seen any of those?  Do you recognize


18        any of those photos?  Have you ever seen them?


19  A.    This one I have not seen.  


20  Q.    The first one?


21  A.    The second one I have not seen.  The third one I have


22        not seen.  The fourth one I have not seen.  The fifth


23        one I have not seen.  This is a bad quality, but I may


24        have seen this one and this one.


25  Q.    So you're saying maybe you've seen the sixth and
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1        seventh photos there? 


2  A.    Correct.  And maybe eight.  These look like they're in


3        the house portion, nine.  I have not seen 10 or 11.


4  Q.    Are there 12 photos?  Is that six pages front and back?


5  A.    That's the last one.


6  Q.    That's the last one?  Okay.  Do some of those look like


7        they're in the gas station portion?


8  A.    Some do.


9  Q.    So you said a minute ago that you did not send anyone


10        to go into the gas station portion?


11  A.    I did not, no.


12  Q.    Do you have any idea why anyone might have been in


13        there taking photos?


14  A.    Don't know.


15  Q.    Did anyone ever tell you that they had gone in the gas


16        station portion?


17  A.    No.  Other than it was abandoned it appears. 


18  Q.    I'm going to enter another exhibit.  This is a


19        different version of the 2021 contract.  This is


20        Exhibit 7. 


21  (Defendant's Exhibit 7 marked) 


22  EXAMINATION RESUMED BY MS. MCCONOUGHEY:


23  Q.    Do you recognize this document?  Do you recognize it?


24  A.    I do not.  This is the first I've seen it.


25  Q.    You've never seen it?  Were you aware that a contract
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1        like this one existed, or I guess what's different in


2        this 2021 contract from the one that you're familiar


3        with that you signed?


4  A.    It appears -- it appears the date is earlier than the


5        one I'm familiar with calling for an April closing


6        where the other one called for a May closing.


7  Q.    Okay.  Is there anything else that's different?


8  A.    Yes.  It's for just the gas station portion of the


9        property.


10  Q.    Just the gas station portion?


11  A.    Mm-hmm.  It was originally drafted that way.


12  Q.    I believe this version has some handwritten notations


13        in it.  Do you see those on the first page?


14  A.    Yes. 


15  Q.    So at the bottom of the first paragraph on my copy it


16        says, the last line there, it has a portion of parcel


17        ID 6845-728-882, but the words "a portion of" have been


18        marked out and then BAS is written underneath that. 


19        So, I mean, it looks to me like it went from a portion


20        of that tax map to the whole tax map number.  Is that


21        what it looks like on yours?


22  A.    Well, that's not my notation.  So... 


23  Q.    But did I describe the notation correctly, that the


24        words "a portion of" are marked out and it says BAS


25        underneath?
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1  A.    It appears that way.


2  Q.    And on mine it also has the price is a little bit


3        different.  The typed price is $53,800, and that's been


4        marked out and $50,000 is handwritten above it.  Is


5        that what yours looks like?


6  A.    It is.  I mean, I'm reading from your copy.  So...


7  Q.    Right.  You said you've never seen this before.  Did


8        you know this existed at all?


9  A.    Did not.


10  Q.    What is BAS?


11  A.    It appears to be somebody's initials.


12  Q.    Do you know whose initials?


13  A.    Brandon Smith.


14  Q.    Brandon Smith's initials?


15  A.    Assuming you have an A is your middle initial.


16  Q.    Okay.  Do you know why this contract would exist if


17        you've never seen it?  Was this ever discussed with


18        you?


19  A.    A contract only exists if it's signed, and this was


20        obviously never signed.


21  Q.    I mean, did you ask Brandon Smith to reach out to


22        Rodney about this in 2021?


23  A.    I'm sure it was just something we wanted to deal with. 


24        Yeah, it probably -- you know, there was probably some


25        negotiation that led to this contract that was signed.
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1  Q.    So Brandon Smith it looks like wrote some notations on


2        this contract.  Do you remember talking with him about


3        that? 


4  A.    No. 


5  Q.    You only remember the other --


6  A.    Correct.


7  Q.    -- the signed version that we have?  In 2021, do you


8        remember negotiations with Mr. White about which


9        portions of the property would be included in the


10        contract?


11  A.    Up until then all he ever wanted was the gas station.


12  Q.    To your knowledge.  Right?


13  A.    Correct.


14  Q.    So in 2021, you said that's when you found out that he


15        wanted the other part?


16  A.    Correct.


17  Q.    And what do you recall about those negotiations with


18        him about it, about the price or the acreage?


19  A.    The acreage is whatever the acreage is in the whole


20        parcel, and I think we prorated a price or came -- I


21        don't know how we came up with the price.


22  Q.    You don't remember how you came up with the price?


23  A.    No. 


24  Q.    Do you remember any discussion of whether or not the


25        2003 contract included the entire parcel versus part of
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1        it?


2  A.    Repeat the question?


3  Q.    Do you remember any discussion in 2021 about there


4        being confusion about whether that 2003 contract


5        included both portions of the property or not?


6  A.    There was no confusion.  It was a portion in 2003,


7        which was just the gas station.


8  Q.    Right, I understand that.  I'm asking you do you


9        remember discussing in 2021 in your negotiations with


10        Mr. White about the 2021 contract, do you remember


11        anybody saying that he thought the 2003 contract


12        covered both parts?


13  A.    I don't recall. 


14  Q.    You don't remember?  And you don't remember how you


15        came up with the selling price in 2021?


16  A.    I don't.


17  Q.    Did you know that Mr. White and Brandon Smith talked


18        about the 2003 contract and the tax map number and Mr.


19        Smith told Mr. White that the tax map number included


20        the entire like both portions of the property?  


21  A.    I'm not aware.


22  Q.    Before the house was demolished you said you sent a


23        crew over there to go inside of it.  Is that right?  


24  A.    Sure.  I'm guessing Lesley probably did.  


25  Q.    Why did they go inside?
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1  A.    If we were going to demolish it, we wanted to see what


2        was -- what we were dealing with.  


3  Q.    I mean, did that matter if it was full of just trash or


4        if it was empty?  I mean, were you just trying to make


5        sure there wasn't --


6  A.    Sure.  If you're going demolish it --


7  Q.    -- any kittens in there or something?


8  A.    -- you've got to do it environmentally -- if there was


9        any environmental problems such as asbestos or


10        anything, that had to be, you know, remediated prior to


11        demolition.


12  Q.    Did they find anything like that?


13  A.    Not to my knowledge.


14  Q.    No asbestos?  You said that they found the house was


15        full of trash, or I guess that's what they told you. 


16        Is that right?


17  A.    Correct.


18  Q.    They told you it was full of trash?  Did anyone who


19        worked for Greenwood Mills or Greenwood Development to


20        your knowledge know that Rodney White was using the


21        house or storing his personal belongings there?


22  A.    Not to my knowledge.


23  Q.    Were you surprised to find out that he had been using


24        the house and storing personal belongings there? 


25  A.    Yes. 
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1  MR. SMITH:


2        Object to the form.  You can answer.  I'm just


3        objecting to the form. 


4  EXAMINATION RESUMED BY MS. MCCONOUGHEY:


5  Q.    How did you find out that he was using the house and


6        storing personal belongings there?


7  A.    Somebody told me the trash was his.


8  Q.    Someone told you the trash was his?  Was that prior to


9        demolition or after?


10  A.    I guess it had to be prior.


11  Q.    Okay.  Do you know who told you that?


12  A.    I do not.  I can't remember.  


13  Q.    What did you do after you found that out?


14  A.    I believe we had Rodney come remove his trash from --


15        clean up, you know, the code violations, the abandoned


16        cars, you know, all the stuff we got the letter from


17        the city on.


18  Q.    Okay.  Did you tell Rodney that the house was going to


19        be demolished? 


20  A.    Did not.


21  Q.    Did you tell Rodney that he needed to get his stuff out


22        of the house?


23  A.    I don't think I knew it was his at the time. 


24  Q.    Okay.  I think I'm confused.


25  A.    Okay. 
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1  Q.    You said that -- I said when did you find out that the


2        stuff in the house was Rodney's, and you said somebody


3        told me the trash was his.


4  A.    It must have been after the fact then, because, I mean,


5        we certainly gave him every opportunity to clean his


6        stuff out.


7  Q.    Of the house?


8  A.    Of the property, the gas station.  We got the code


9        violations, you know, which included the house.  We got


10        letters from the city on it I feel -- I think I


11        remember, and I know he came over and was getting the


12        abandoned cars.  He was getting the stuff out behind


13        the gas station, and once he got all that done we went


14        in and -- once he got his personal belongings out we


15        went in and demolished the house.


16  Q.    Okay.  So is it true that you thought that Rodney had


17        been given an opportunity to get his stuff out of the


18        house?


19  A.    Correct.


20  Q.    Just the house is what I'm talking about right now.


21  A.    Yeah, I didn't even know he was in the house at that


22        point, yeah.


23  Q.    But you're telling me right now that you thought before


24        the house was demolished you thought he had an


25        opportunity to get his stuff out?
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1  A.    I thought he had an opportunity to get his stuff out of


2        the property, yes.  


3  Q.    Okay.  I mean, he was told that he needed to remove the


4        trash from the gas station lot, and he did that?


5  A.    He actually piled it over on the other side of the


6        road.


7  Q.    Well, I believe that was removed, also.


8  A.    It was.  


9  Q.    And he removed the cars --


10  A.    Mm-hmm.


11  Q.    -- within the time period given?  But no one mentioned


12        to him anything about the house?


13  A.    Didn't know he was in it at that point.


14  Q.    Well, I mean, it sounds like you sent a crew over there


15        and they knew that somebody's stuff was in there.  


16  A.    It just looked like abandoned trash.  You know, it


17        could have been any kind of vagrants in there.  We have


18        that on properties all over town.


19  A.    Well, so at the time that you received the city code


20        violations -- well, I've got it right here.  Do you


21        remember when that was?


22  A.    Not exactly, no.


23  Q.    I sent a Freedom of Information Act request to the City


24        of Greenwood for these, and this is what I got.  This


25        is Exhibit 8.
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1  (Defendant's Exhibit 8 marked) 


2  EXAMINATION RESUMED BY MS. MCCONOUGHEY:


3  Q.    Do you recognize this?


4  A.    Okay. 


5  Q.    Do you recognize these?


6  A.    Yes, I think I saw them when they came in.


7  Q.    When did they come in?


8  A.    Looks like May of '23, May 18th.


9  Q.    May of this year?


10  A.    Mm-hmm.


11  Q.    When was the house demolished?


12  A.    I'm not sure of the exact date.


13  Q.    Was it this year or was it last year?


14  A.    I don't know.  I can't remember.


15  Q.    Okay.  This next item is the application for the


16        building permit for the demolition.  This will be


17        Exhibit 9.


18  (Defendant's Exhibit 9 marked)


19  EXAMINATION RESUMED BY MS. MCCONOUGHEY: 


20  Q.    What's the date on that application?


21  A.    August 31, '22.  So it was done sometime after the


22        permit.


23  Q.    So the demolition permit was issued in August of 2022,


24        and the code violations were issued almost a year


25        later?
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1  A.    No.  There had to be some other violations that caused


2        us to act.  We didn't just act on our own.


3  Q.    Well, if we just look at the demolition permit, you


4        said it was dated August '22?


5  A.    '22, correct.


6  Q.    What's the address that the permit is for?  Does it


7        have an address on it?


8  A.    341 Maxwell.


9  Q.    And what property is that for, or what---


10  A.    That is the gas station it appears.  It was on Maxwell.


11  Q.    What's the address of the house, or is there a separate


12        address for the house?


13  A.    It appears -- I'm not sure which one's the house and


14        which one's the gas station as far as the address. 


15        There are two addresses.  One is 110 Gulf, and the


16        other is 341 Maxwell, and I'm not sure which is which.


17  Q.    Were they both demolished?


18  A.    No. 


19  Q.    Which one was demolished?


20  A.    The house was demolished.


21  Q.    The demolition permit is dated---


22  A.    Corner -- it says corner of Gulf and Powers.  So this


23        was for the house.


24  Q.    So the demolition permit is for the house?


25  A.    Corner of Gulf Street and Powers.
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1  Q.    Okay.  Even though the address it says is---


2  A.    But the property address is 341 Maxwell.


3  Q.    Okay.  So the demolition permit is dated August of


4        2022?


5  A.    Right.  This -- these code violations are for the gas


6        station, because it's 110 Gulf Street.


7  Q.    I'm sorry.  Which one is the gas station?  110 Gulf


8        Street --


9  A.    110 Gulf Street. 


10  Q.    -- or 341 Maxwell? 


11  A.    110 Gulf must be the gas station.  


12  Q.    But those are from May of this year?


13  A.    Correct.  The gas station's still there.  So this had


14        to be the gas station.


15  Q.    Has anything happened with those code violations since


16        May of this year?


17  A.    All the -- all the 13 vehicles are gone that Rodney


18        abandoned on the property.


19  Q.    And if you look at the demolition permit that's dated


20        August of 2022, what's the date of the -- you last had


21        a contract with Rodney in 2021.  Is that right?


22  A.    No.  We had a contract -- let me see.  We had a


23        contract in April of 2021 of which he failed to close


24        on.


25  Q.    And did that cover just the gas station portion --
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1  A.    Both properties.


2  Q.    -- or both? 


3  A.    Both properties. 


4  Q.    So in April of 2021, you were aware that Rodney was --


5  A.    He wanted to buy the whole property.


6  Q.    -- interested in both of them?  Okay.  So about a


7        little over a year later you have a demolition permit


8        for the property that you knew he was interested and


9        wanted to buy?


10  A.    Right, but he didn't.


11  Q.    Right, but he didn't.  But you knew he wanted it. 


12        Right? 


13  A.    Right. 


14  Q.    And you are saying that the crew that went in there or


15        at least you didn't know until after the house was


16        demolished that the stuff in there was his.  Is that


17        right?


18  A.    Correct. 


19  Q.    Did it occur to you that it might be his because he was


20        interested in buying it?  You just thought it was just


21        some random person's trash? 


22  A.    The house had been vacant for so long, didn't know who


23        it belonged to.


24  Q.    Okay.  Does Greenwood Mills have plans for the property


25        after like if you are successful in this lawsuit?
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1  A.    Not currently.


2  Q.    Has anyone offered to buy those lots from you?


3  A.    Not currently.


4  Q.    What would it mean for you personally or for Greenwood


5        Mills to get to keep that land?


6  A.    Nothing for me personally.


7  Q.    What about for Greenwood Mills?


8  A.    What would it mean?  It would mean we'd still own it.


9        It would be an asset of the company.


10  Q.    So just a -- that's it?  Just an asset?  When you


11        received those code violation letters, did anyone reach


12        out to Rodney about them?


13  A.    I don't know.  It went to -- Lesley would have dealt


14        with that.


15  Q.    So, I mean, who received that mail?


16  A.    It usually -- I mean, it comes addressed to the


17        company.  


18  Q.    I mean, did they come across your desk?  


19  A.    Probably.  


20  Q.    The 2021 contract, the one that was signed, what's the


21        date that it was signed?  You have it right there.


22  A.    The 30th day of April.


23  Q.    And when was the closing supposed to be?


24  A.    By May 31st.


25  Q.    So 30 days?
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1  A.    Mm-hmm.


2  Q.    And this was for both parts of the property.  Right? 


3        Is that right? 


4  A.    Correct. 


5  Q.    And what's the sale price?


6  A.    $95,000.


7  Q.    Okay.  And so this contract was not seller financed. 


8        Is that correct? 


9  A.    Correct. 


10  Q.    So Rodney had 30 days to come up with $95,000?


11  A.    Correct. 


12  Q.    Did he -- I mean, I showed you he had a proof of


13        funding letter in 2018 for $50,000.  Did you ever


14        receive a proof of funding letter from him --


15  A.    No. 


16  Q.    -- under this contract?  Did he ask for an extension?


17  A.    Not to my knowledge.


18  Q.    He did not ask for an extension?  So do you remember


19        signing the 2021 contract?


20  A.    I do. 


21  Q.    Do you remember, did you hear anything else about it


22        after that?


23  A.    Other than he failed to come up with the money and


24        close.  


25  Q.    So you did not know that Rodney asked for more time to
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1        perform? 


2  A.    No. 


3  Q.    Did you know that he needed more time to get a survey?


4  A.    No. 


5  Q.    Did you know that he was encountering issues with DHEC


6        related to like buried gas tanks on the property?


7  A.    No. 


8  Q.    You didn't know any of that? 


9  A.    Mm-mm. 


10  Q.    Do you know who was handling those requests?  Like was


11        someone fielding those requests from Rodney on your


12        behalf? 


13  A.    Anything from DHEC would have come to me because we


14        still had title of the property.  We had nothing from


15        DHEC on that.


16  Q.    But if Rodney asked for more time, who would he have


17        talked to if it wasn't you?


18  A.    I don't know.  I'm not aware of anybody.  I'm not aware


19        he requested more time.


20  Q.    So nobody told you Rodney asked for more time?


21  A.    Not that I can remember.


22  Q.    Okay.  Was anyone else handling this contract, like the


23        closing or the details of it on behalf of Greenwood


24        Mills?


25  A.    Brandon Smith.
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1  Q.    Brandon Smith was handling it, okay.  To your


2        knowledge, did you ever sign a termination letter for


3        the 2021 contract?


4  A.    Not to my knowledge.


5  Q.    Did you ever direct anyone to send a termination


6        letter, a written termination letter to Rodney for the


7        2021 contract?


8  A.    No. 


9  Q.    So was--- 


10  A.    I'm not even sure.  Did he ever post the $1000 earnest


11        money?  


12  Q.    You don't know?


13  A.    I don't think so.  I don't remember it.


14  Q.    But do you know if---


15  A.    All I know is he failed to close.


16  Q.    Do you know if a termination letter was sent?


17  A.    I do not.  I don't think it was.


18  Q.    You don't think a termination letter was sent?


19  A.    No. 


20  Q.    And this is for the 2021 contract.


21  A.    Correct. 


22  Q.    I think that is all that I have.


23  A.    Okay. 


24  Q.    Do you have any corrections or clarifications that you


25        want to make that you can think of right now?
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1  A.    No. 


2  Q.    The exhibits that I have handed to you and handed to


3        the court reporter, the ones that I've given to the


4        court reporter are going to stay with her, and they'll


5        be part of the deposition record.  I don't think we've


6        given any originals.  I would like to review the


7        originals that you have, Brandon, but I think we can do


8        that off the record.  I don't have any more questions. 


9        Your attorney has the opportunity now to ask you some


10        questions, and then I will have an opportunity to


11        follow up after that.


12  MR. SMITH:


13        I don't have any questions.  


14  MS. MCCONOUGHEY:


15        No follow-up questions.


16  COURT REPORTER:


17        Mr. Smith, do you need a copy of the transcript?


18  MR. SMITH:


19        Sure, I'll take one.


20  (Off the Record; 12:54 -- 1:01 PM)


21  (Defendant's Exhibit 10 marked) 


22  MS. MCCONOUGHEY:


23        All right, we're back on the record.  Again, we have


24        Rosalind, the court reporter, myself, Rachel


25        McConoughey, Rodney White, the defendant, and Brandon
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1        Smith, plaintiff's attorney, and we are back on the


2        record to stipulate to the inclusion of Exhibit 10,


3        which is the signed version of the 2021 contract.  Mr.


4        Smith, do you stipulate that this exhibit is correct?


5  MR. SMITH: 


6        I stipulate.


7  MS. MCCONOUGHEY: 


8        Okay, thank you.  That's all.


9  (THERE BEING NO FURTHER QUESTIONS, THIS DEPOSITION CONCLUDED


10  AT 12:54 PM.)
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1                     CERTIFICATE OF REPORTER


2


3        I, Rosalind Poole Walters, a Notary Public in and for


4  the State of South Carolina, do hereby certify that the


5  foregoing deposition was taken before me on the date and at


6  the time and location stated on page 1 of this transcript.


7        That the deponent was duly sworn to testify to the


8  truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth. 


9        That I am not related to nor the employee of any of the


10  parties hereto, nor related to or employed by any attorney or


11  counsel employed by the parties hereto, nor interested in the


12  outcome of this action.


13


14                       __________________________


15                       Rosalind Poole Walters, Reporter


16                       Notary Public for S.C.


17                       Commission Expires: 4/29/26


18   
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2
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9
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1  STIPULATIONS:


2  It is agreed by and between the Counsel for the parties as


3  follows:


4  1.    That this deposition is being taken pursuant to Rule 30


5        of the South Carolina Rules of Civil Procedure;


6  2.    That the deponent waives the right to read and sign the


7        deposition transcript.


8               *****     *****     *****     *****


9  RODNEY LOUIS WHITE, first being duly sworn, was examined and


10  testified as follows:


11               *****     *****     *****     *****


12  EXAMINATION BY MR. SMITH:


13  Q.    Mr. White, my name is Brandon Smith.  I know we've met


14        before, but I'm going to be taking your deposition


15        today.  Have you ever had your deposition taken before?


16  A.    No. 


17  Q.    A few rules that even if you had had your deposition


18        taken I'm required to tell you.  If you have any


19        questions with anything I ask you, please feel free to


20        ask me to rephrase my question or ask it again until


21        you understand it.  I just ask that you ask me for any


22        clarification rather than your attorney.  And if you


23        could for her and for the record, because she's taking


24        down everything that's being said, make sure to yes-or-


25        no questions to say yes or no rather than uh-huh or uh-
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1        uh, because those are hard for her to take down.  Do


2        you understand those rules? 


3  A.    I understand, right.


4  Q.    Mr. White, what is your full name?


5  A.    Rodney Louis White. 


6  Q.    And where do you live?


7  A.    I live at 305 Blossom Drive, Greenville, South


8        Carolina.


9  Q.    How long have you lived there?


10  A.    Probably 2017, 2017.  Well, actually I'm going to --


11        I'm going to go back.  My address is 109 Cardinal Road,


12        Greenwood, South Carolina.  My girlfriend's house is


13        305.  I met her in 2017.  So I was commuting back and


14        forth.  So I use that address now, because I'm in --


15        I'm back -- I'm still kind of commuting back and forth. 


16        So 109 Cardinal Road, Greenwood, South Carolina, and


17        305 Blossom Avenue, Greenville, South Carolina.


18  Q.    Who owns 109 Cardinal?


19  A.    It's my mother's.  It's the house I grew up at.  It's


20        the family house.


21  Q.    Is that in the city of Greenwood?


22  A.    County.


23  Q.    Where is that?  Promised Land?


24  A.    Correct. 


25  Q.    Okay.  And has 109 Cardinal been your address your
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1        entire life?


2  A.    My entire life.  All my mail goes to pretty much 109


3        Cardinal Road.


4  Q.    Where else have you lived?


5  A.    Well, I had brief stints in -- in Augusta, Georgia,


6        2426 Augusta, Georgia.  Actually, I didn't stay there,


7        but you asking me where my mail, what mail go to or


8        where have I---


9  Q.    Where have you lived?


10  A.    Okay.  109 Cardinal Road.


11  Q.    And that's where your mail goes to, but where have you


12        physically resided?


13  A.    Like I said, 305 Blossom Drive.  It's my ex-


14        girlfriend's.


15  Q.    Are you still living there?


16  A.    Currently not.  I'm currently staying with a friend. 


17        So I don't have a -- I'm really in between places now.


18  Q.    Where do you live now?


19  A.    It's not -- well, it's -- she has a apartment in


20        Mauldin, South Carolina.  So, and I'm currently, you


21        know, staying there with her.


22  Q.    What's that address?


23  A.    I'm not sure.  I don't know the address.


24  Q.    But you know how to get there?


25  A.    Sure.
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1  Q.    Okay.  Where else have you lived besides somewhere in


2        Mauldin, in Greenville, the address you gave in


3        Greenville, and the 109 Cardinal?


4  A.    You're asking me what -- what time frame are you asking


5        me?


6  Q.    Before 2017.


7  A.    Before 2017?  109 Cardinal Road and 110 Gulf Street. 


8  Q.    Okay.  Where have you lived since 2017?


9  A.    Since 2017 I've been -- it's still 109 Cardinal Road. 


10        I've still been staying with her, just off and on with


11        her.  It's not -- it's not like a permanent address. 


12  Q.    Your mom?


13  A.    Yeah.  109 Cardinal Road.  It's not a -- 109 Cardinal


14        Road, I still have things in that house, so I still use


15        that as my address.  But 305 Blossom Drive is where,


16        you know, I -- that's where I -- I guess I consider


17        that home.


18  Q.    Have you ever resided outside of South Carolina?


19  A.    No. 


20  Q.    All right.  How long did you -- you said 110 Gulf


21        Street was your residence at some point before 2017?


22  A.    Mm-hmm. 


23  Q.    Is that a yes?  


24  A.    Yes. 


25  Q.    How long did you live there?
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1  A.    Off and on I stayed there.  I stayed there after the


2        signing of the 2003 contract probably maybe -- probably


3        a year after that signing of the 2003 contract I stayed


4        at that resident, and then I was -- I rented it several


5        times.  So I'm not familiar with the years, but I


6        stayed -- actually I stayed there off and on.  So


7        actually when I commuted back from Greenville to


8        Greenwood I would stay in that house.


9  Q.    Between what was that time frame?


10  A.    Between -- between 2008, 2008.  I was off and on on


11        that house.  So I didn't -- it wasn't my permanent


12        address, but I stayed there from time to time.


13  Q.    From 2008 to when?


14  A.    Probably to -- I'm not 100 percent sure.  Probably


15        2015.  No, 2012, '15.  I'm not sure.


16  Q.    But you're saying from 2003, for a year after sometime


17        in 2003 you lived --


18  A.    No.


19  Q.    -- there?


20  A.    No, not 2003.  A year after the signing.  Probably


21        2004, 2005.


22  Q.    And between 2018 [sic] and 2014 I think was your


23        testimony you were -- you would stay there


24        occasionally?


25  A.    Repeat the question?
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1  Q.    I thought I understood your testimony to be that


2        between 2008 and 2014 you would stay there


3        occasionally.  Is that correct?  


4  A.    Correct. 


5  Q.    And you said when you were back and forth from


6        Greenville?


7  A.    I don't know, because I was -- it's been so many years. 


8        It's -- I can't really remember if I was in Greenville


9        at that time or I was still at 109 Cardinal commuting


10        to my -- to my business.  I'm not 100 percent sure.


11  Q.    Where would you have lived in Greenville?


12  A.    305 Blossom Drive.


13  Q.    And do you work?


14  A.    Yeah, I'm currently not.  I'm still doing like a sub


15        thing from Number One Auto.  I still deal with cars,


16        but I detail like kind of mobile like for different


17        dealers.  So I go to their locations and I still


18        detail.  So that's how I get my income.  I have to go


19        from -- I got several throughout the years from being


20        in my car business I met so many dealers throughout the


21        years.  So that's how I get my income now, because I'm


22        going from probably their detail shops, their car lots,


23        whatever.


24  Q.    And is that work that you do as part of an incorporated


25        business, or is that just Rodney White doing the work?
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1  A.    What you mean? 


2  Q.    In other words, I think you said there's Number One


3        Auto?


4  A.    Yes.


5  Q.    So the work that you're doing going around to


6        dealerships detailing cars, is that for -- is that


7        pursuant to an entity, to an LLC, an incorporated


8        business, or is that just you individually going?


9  A.    It's my means of finance to support myself.


10  Q.    Sure, I understand that, but is that just Rodney White


11        doing it? 


12  A.    It's not -- it's not connected to any business or any


13        kind of entity.


14  Q.    Okay.  Do you operate any type of business or entity?


15  A.    I did before COVID, right before COVID.  My last year


16        in business was 2019.  I had a business license right


17        here on Maxwell Avenue.  After COVID, you know, the


18        governor, I think they shut the state down, so I was --


19        I didn't do anything with Number One Auto.  My plan was


20        to reopen in 2021 when actually I received a phone call


21        from you, but my plans was to come back and open up


22        Number One Auto.


23  Q.    Is Number One Auto incorporated? 


24  A.    No.  It's a LLC.


25  Q.    Is it still in good standing with the Secretary of
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1        State?


2  A.    Still in good standing with the Secretary of State.


3  Q.    All right.  Any other entities?  Any other LLCs or


4        corporations of which you've been a ownership member?


5  A.    Yes. 


6  Q.    What are the other ones?


7  A.    ASK Enterprise and Funding.


8  Q.    AX?


9  A.    A-S-K Enterprise and Funding.


10  Q.    Okay.  Any others?


11  A.    That's it.


12  Q.    How long has Number One -- tell me the full name of the


13        business Number One Auto Care.  Is that it?  Number One


14        Auto Care, LLC?


15  A.    Yes. 


16  Q.    And when was that first incorporated?


17  A.    In 2018.  Well, actually, no, no, no.  We was -- I


18        opened the business up in 1998, but I got throughout


19        the years in 2018 when I received the letter from


20        Greenwood Mills to get -- to buy the property, I talked


21        with a loaning company, and they needed me to set up a


22        -- they needed me to set the business up into a LLC. 


23        So in 2018 I started the LLC to get funding for the


24        property.


25  Q.    And so that was the first time any entity, Number One
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1        Auto Care---


2  A.    Other than it was Number One -- Rodney White doing


3        business as Number One Auto.  It had been like that for


4        years.


5  Q.    Okay.  And then ASK Enterprises is the only other LLC


6        or corporation or partnership of which you've been a


7        member.


8  A.    Correct. 


9  Q.    Is that correct?


10  A.    Correct.


11  Q.    And when did you become a member of ASK Enterprises? 


12        Go ahead.


13  A.    No.  I'm waiting on you.


14  Q.    Were you a founding member of ASK Enterprises?


15  A.    Yes.  Yeah.


16  Q.    So when did you found that?


17  A.    2018.


18  Q.    And that's when you incorporated it, also?


19  A.    2018.  It's not incorporated.  It's a LLC.


20  Q.    LLC, okay.  So for the purposes of these questions,


21        we'll assume that incorporation is the same as an LLC,


22        but what is the difference between -- what does ASK


23        Enterprises do versus Number One Auto Care?


24  A.    Nothing.


25  Q.    So why do you have two different ones?
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1  A.    In the process of getting funded with -- for the


2        property in 2018 when I did the LLC, a associate of


3        mine suggested that I look into doing other things.  So


4        I looked at opening a LLC for like investments or


5        whatever.  So we just did it.  It was just something --


6        it was another outlet that I was going to look at for


7        future, for retirements, anything just to do with


8        investing in property.  So that was a future that me


9        and him had for ASK Enterprises funding, but it never


10        came to fruition.  So...


11  Q.    So do you have a partner or have you ever had a partner


12        with ASK Enterprises?


13  A.    No.


14  Q.    Do you have a partner or have you ever had a partner


15        with Number One Auto Care?


16  A.    No. 


17  Q.    So those were wholly-owned businesses of yours? 


18  A.    Correct. 


19  Q.    Any other businesses that you've ever had an ownership


20        interest in?


21  A.    Yes. 


22  Q.    What?


23  A.    At the time, what was the name of it?  Actually it was


24        -- it was -- actually I didn't even have ownership in


25        it.  So I guess I couldn't even use that as ownership.  
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1        So can you rephrase the question about--- 


2  Q.    Sure.


3  A.    Are you asking me did I -- was I involved in any other


4        business?


5  Q.    Any other business in which you've ever had an


6        ownership interest.  


7  A.    No, I didn't have -- well, I had management interest in


8        a business.  I wouldn't consider it ownership.  I would


9        consider it a management.


10  Q.    Okay.  What was that?


11  A.    It was Rhythm and Blues.  It was owned by the Self


12        family.


13  Q.    Okay.  Who?


14  A.    Who?


15  Q.    Anybody in particular in the Self family?


16  A.    I'm not 100 percent sure, because I dealt with one of


17        the members.  So I don't know exactly who owned it, but


18        I was pretty much managing it for the family.


19  Q.    Okay.  Was that business incorporated either as a


20        company or an LLC?


21  A.    I have no knowledge of the standings of the business.


22  Q.    Who did you deal with?


23  A.    Ms. Self.


24  Q.    Which one? 


25  A.    Ms. Linda Self.
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1  Q.    How long were you affiliated with Rhythm and Blues?


2  A.    Between the time that my business paused for that year,


3        because I think -- I think that's the part where -- I


4        think it was in 2010 or '11, around that time.  I'm not


5        100 percent sure.  Around 2010 and '11.


6  Q.    And how did you come to know Ms. Linda Self?


7  A.    She was a customer of mine at the car wash.


8  Q.    And ASK Enterprises, does that or has that ever had a


9        business license?


10  A.    No.  It never came to -- I did that -- I set up the LLC


11        with the state, but we never -- I never did anything


12        else with it.  So no.  No.


13  Q.    Is it still in good standing?


14  A.    It is.


15  Q.    All right.  Number One Auto Care, when did you first


16        get a business license for that?


17  A.    1998.


18  Q.    All right.  And did you have a business license current


19        through now?


20  A.    Yes.  Well, no, not since COVID.  I stopped in 2019.  


21        Actually I was waiting after COVID.  A lot of stuff


22        happened through COVID.  A lot of family members died. 


23        A lot of issues came up during COVID.  So my plan was


24        to reopen it after the pandemic, but I never -- I


25        received a phone call from you like the beginning of
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1        that year, and I didn't do it because I felt it was


2        like -- it was -- I felt -- I just didn't -- I didn't


3        open during that time, during the time that I received


4        the phone call from you.


5  Q.    All right.  But you had a business license with the


6        City of Greenwood for Number One Auto Care from 1998


7        until 2019?


8  A.    '19, correct. 


9  Q.    Was there any breaks in any of those business licenses?


10  A.    It wasn't -- it was a -- it was a oversight that I


11        didn't renew my license, and during that time I was


12        dealing with the business we just spoke of.  I was like


13        -- it had me consumed so much that it was a oversight. 


14        And the city sent me a letter about it, and after I got


15        the letter I rectified the problem and I got a business


16        license for that year that was missing.


17  Q.    When was that?


18  A.    That was between 2011, '12.  I'm not -- I'm not 100


19        percent sure, but I know I solved -- we rectified the


20        problem with the city.  So my business was in good


21        standing from 1998 until 2019 right, right before


22        COVID.


23  Q.    All right.  How do you make an income now?  Is that


24        just with detailing cars for car dealerships?


25  A.    Some and some savings that I have.
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1  Q.    All right.  Do you just live off the income of savings?


2  A.    Pretty much.  Pretty much.


3  Q.    How much do you work now in terms of detailing cars?


4  A.    Not a whole lot.  Since this came up I've been dealing


5        with emotional distress.  So for the past couple of


6        years I haven't even been able to maintain far as


7        keeping a job, doing work.  So really I just got a lot


8        of, you know, friends that I had dealt with in the


9        past, or a lot of associates.  So I'm working on a lot


10        of stuff that they give like funding, I mean financing


11        with stuff, just different little stuff they're helping


12        with me with bills and stuff.  So actually I've been


13        unemployed since the phone call with you without being


14        able to open the business back up.  So I'm really in


15        between jobs, and my finances have really been


16        depleted.


17  Q.    What are you claiming your emotional distress is from?


18  A.    Well, it's not -- it's far as dealing with this whole


19        situation.  My business was based before -- before I


20        got the phone call from you my plan was to come back


21        and open up Number One Auto.  I never had a issue in


22        18, 20 years with that property.  The only reason it


23        was paused was because of COVID.  So after I got the


24        phone call from you I felt that it was kind of hostile


25        because of the conversation that me and you had that I
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1        would get evicted if I didn't enter a contract.  So I


2        didn't want to open up Number One Auto with that


3        hanging over my head.  So I just kind of just stayed


4        away from opening up, going and opening the business


5        up.  The City of Greenwood had been sending me letters


6        about renewing my business license, but I never went


7        back because of just the -- I just felt there was a


8        hostile situation if I opened the business back up


9        going through the issues that we're going through now.


10  Q.    What was keeping you from opening the business back up?


11  A.    I just -- I just didn't feel -- I just didn't feel


12        comfortable.  I wasn't in a mental place to open it up. 


13        I just wasn't in a good mental state with the -- with


14        the -- just all the issues coming up surrounding the


15        business and the property.  I just didn't feel in a


16        good state to open back up.  It just -- it just --


17        mentally I wasn't there.  So it kind of -- it all came


18        from the first initial conversation with you in the


19        meeting.  I just didn't feel comfortable opening the


20        business back up that I ran for over 20 years.


21  Q.    And why is that?


22  A.    Because I didn't feel comfortable.  I felt -- I felt


23        that it was like a hostile situation.  I knew that I


24        had the property.  I didn't want to open back up


25        because I just mentally -- again, mentally I wasn't
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1        there.  


2  Q.    When you say you knew that you had the property, what


3        do you mean by that?


4  A.    I still had the business, the location, and I had -- I


5        still was in good standing with the city and everything


6        else.  So I was going to renew the business license,


7        but I didn't feel comfortable.


8  Q.    All right.  Did you pay any rent or anything towards


9        the property to the owners of the property from the


10        time you defaulted in 2003 or 2004 until currently?


11  A.    I'm going to let you -- I didn't understand your


12        question.  


13  Q.    Sure.


14  A.    You said when did I -- when are you saying I defaulted?


15  Q.    So I understand that there was a contract that you


16        entered into in 2021.  Correct?


17  A.    No.  Well---


18  Q.    Excuse me.


19  A.    Yes.  Yeah, okay.


20  Q.    Let me rephrase.


21  A.    Okay.


22  Q.    I understand that you entered into a contract


23        originally in 2003.  Is that correct? 


24  A.    Correct. 


25  Q.    All right.  And I'm going to show you what again was
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1        produced.  It has been exchanged in discovery, but I'll


2        mark it as Plaintiff's Exhibit 1.


3  (Plaintiff's Exhibit 1 marked) 


4  EXAMINATION RESUMED BY MR. SMITH:


5  Q.    Do you recognize this as the 2003 contract?


6  A.    No, this is -- let's look.  Is this -- you're asking me


7        is this the 2003 contract I signed?


8  Q.    Yes.  


9  A.    Everything looks exactly like the 2003 contract I


10        signed except for these two pages that's Exhibit A. 


11        Exhibit A was not part of the 2003 contract.  And this


12        -- let's see.  I think the list that's containing the


13        amount of payments, I think it was a -- it was a part


14        of the 2003 contract, but I know without a shadow of a


15        doubt that this Exhibit A is not part of the 2003


16        contract, but everything else looks like the 2003


17        contract.


18  Q.    Okay.  What is Exhibit A?


19  A.    Exhibit A is a -- is a illusion of the -- it's a


20        illusion.  It looks to be as a illusion of the property


21        itself, but it doesn't include all of the property.  It


22        actually includes a portion of the front of the


23        property connected to what it seems like to be Mauldin


24        Lumber Company, but this is not -- this is for -- I can


25        say for 100 percent fact this is not considered as
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1        Exhibit A of the contract.  I never seen this before


2        until I think you brought it up in something.  I can't


3        remember.  But from 2003 this never existed, Exhibit A


4        that you've got in this contract.


5  Q.    All right.  So what is your issue with Exhibit A?


6  A.    It doesn't include all of the property.  It includes


7        just a part, a square part of it that's not even a


8        survey of the property.  It states that it's a survey


9        for Mauldin Lumber Company.  So this is not a -- this


10        is not a true survey of 341 Maxwell Avenue.


11  Q.    So just understanding your testimony is that the 2003


12        contract was a contract for the entire parcel?


13  A.    Repeat your question?


14  Q.    Your testimony is that the 2003 contract was for the


15        entire parcel, both east and west of Gulf Street?


16  A.    Including the house, yes.


17  Q.    Okay.  And is it also your testimony that the 2021


18        contract was for both portions of the parcel, the


19        entire parcel?


20  A.    Repeat your question about---


21  Q.    Sure.


22  A.    Just the part about the '21.  I'm not understanding


23        what you're trying to ask me.


24  Q.    Well, let me rephrase it.  Were the 2003 contract and


25        the 2021 contract for the same exact piece of property
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1        according to you?


2  A.    Okay, now I want you to back up.  It's -- it was two


3        different versions of the 2021 contract.  Which one are


4        you referring to?


5  Q.    Well, I'm talking about the one that was signed, and


6        we'll get to that --


7  A.    Okay.


8  Q.    -- in a minute.


9  A.    Okay. 


10  Q.    But the 2021 contract and the 2003 contract were both


11        for the exact same piece of property?


12  A.    Well, actually the first 2021 contract, it included


13        just a portion of the property.  After the meeting with


14        you we both looked over -- you pulled out your phone


15        and you looked at the GSI [sic] map and you confirmed


16        that all the property goes together.  So you marked


17        through the part -- you marked through the part -- on


18        the '21 contract you marked through it, the line -- I


19        don't see it.  Well, it's not here, but we'll get to


20        it.  You marked through the '21 contract where it says


21        portion of this property.  You initialed.  You put your


22        initials up under it, BAS.  You went to where the price


23        was 53-something thousand and you changed the price to


24        50,000.  So the first contract that me and you agreed


25        that -- well, we didn't agree to that.  We discussed. 
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1        You agreed -- we came to a agreement that all the


2        property goes together.  You scratched through the part


3        that says portion.  You changed the price, and you


4        initialed it, and you told me you was going to get with


5        Jay Self about the changes and, if he agreed with it,


6        we have a deal.  


7  Q.    Did you ever sign that?


8  A.    I didn't sign it.


9  Q.    That version?


10  A.    I didn't sign that version.  I told you in that meeting


11        that I needed time to review it with someone, and you


12        stated in that meeting five or seven times that if we


13        didn't get it signed by the end of the week that you


14        would have to start a eviction and I would be evicted


15        off the property.  So I was kind of -- I was kind of


16        felt that I was in a hostile position when you asked me


17        to sign the contract and I kept telling you I wanted to


18        review it with someone else, and you said, well, if we


19        don't get it signed by the end of the week I'm going to


20        have to start a eviction process.  So after that you


21        told me you was going to get with Jay and have Jay to


22        go over it and then you would get back with me.  Two


23        days later you sent me a e-mail and said that you


24        discussed it with your client and your client is firm


25        that he does not want to sell all the property, it's
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1        only for the gas station property only, and that was


2        his final, the final agreements that he was for.  So


3        that's the first 2021 contract.  So I don't know if


4        you're asking me about the second one.  You want me to


5        talk about the second one?


6  Q.    All right, we'll mark this as Plaintiff's Exhibit 2.


7  (Plaintiff's Exhibit 2 marked)


8  EXAMINATION RESUMED BY MR. SMITH: 


9  A.    Well, this is not -- this is not the one.  This is the


10        contract that you just---


11  Q.    I'm going to show you what is marked as Plaintiff's


12        Exhibit 2.


13  A.    Okay. 


14  Q.    Is that the 2003 contract?


15  A.    No.


16  Q.    Excuse me.  2021 contract?


17  A.    Yeah, this is the 2021.  This is the second 2021


18        contract.


19  Q.    Okay.  When I'm talking about contracts, please


20        recognize I'm talking about signed contracts.  Is that


21        2021 contract fully signed by both parties?


22  A.    This 2021 contract is missing several pages.  So I


23        can't -- I can't agree to this contract.  So this is --


24        so I'm going -- if you're asking me if this is the 2021


25        contract I signed, I will say no, because it's missing
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1        several pages.


2  Q.    What's it missing?


3  A.    It's missing a description of the property.  It's


4        missing -- it's missing stuff.  It's not -- this is not


5        the fully -- this is not the full contract for 2021. 


6        So the contract that you just presented in front of me


7        is missing pages.  So I can't confirm to this contract


8        at all.


9  Q.    Well, here we've got the back side that appears to show


10        the entire portion of the property as --


11  A.    Correct.


12  Q.    -- what's being sold in 2021.


13  A.    Correct, but this is -- it was also two other


14        descriptions that included the whole property that's


15        not included in this contract.  For what reason, I


16        don't know why you don't have them here, because all


17        the pages were signed and initialed by me and Jay Self. 


18        So the other two pages are not here.  


19  Q.    Okay.  But do the---


20  A.    So I can't -- I can't commit to this contract.  


21  Q.    Do the other two pages show anything different than


22        what's being sold here, the entire portion, both east


23        and west of Gulf Street?


24  A.    Other than the -- other than the fact that it includes


25        a portion of I guess a description of Mauldin Lumber
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1        Company.  This description that you have on the back of


2        this contract, it shows that it does include all the


3        property for this 2021 contract, but, like I said,


4        again, it's missing two pages that give a definite


5        description of the property.


6  Q.    But is there any dispute as to whether the signed 2021


7        contract is for the entire portion of the property?


8  A.    I'm not understanding your question.


9  Q.    I mean, are you of the understanding that anybody's


10        claiming that the signed 2021 contract was not for the


11        entire portion of the property?


12  A.    So my understanding, the 2021 contract was revised to


13        include all the property, but it also almost doubled in


14        price.  


15  Q.    Correct.


16  A.    So if you're asking me -- this is the 2021 contract


17        that was revised to include all the property and also


18        doubled in price, and it also states here this property


19        is being sold as-is and is subject to all restrictive


20        covenants of record.  So yeah, this is -- this is --


21        this seems like the 2021 contract that I signed.


22  Q.    Okay.


23  A.    Minus the pages that are missing.


24  Q.    But what did the pages that are missing add other than


25        what the---


279277278280281272271







Deposition of Rodney Louis White


864-467-1373
LEGAL EAGLE


27


1  A.    It just -- go ahead.  I didn't mean to cut you off.


2  Q.    Yeah.  What missing pages that you're claiming there


3        were, what did they add other than what this attachment


4        and the description here state?


5  A.    They add that the description of the property is not


6        correct.  The other pages verify the dispute that I had


7        in the beginning about all the property goes together. 


8        What they would verify is that I had a legitimate


9        dispute about the property and I presented it before I


10        signed the 2021 contract.  So those pages would -- they


11        just would explain that all the property from my first


12        disagreement, it would just go with that.  So that's


13        what I'm missing.


14  Q.    All right.  Does this signed 2021 contract state that


15        the sale is for only a portion of the parcel?


16  A.    No.  It says -- it doesn't -- it doesn't state as it


17        was revised from the original.  It has parcel -- it


18        doesn't even state the whole.  It just said parcel ID. 


19        So there's nowhere on here that it says it states the


20        whole property.  It just said parcel ID 684572882, and


21        the description of the property is 341 Maxwell Avenue


22        in Greenwood, South Carolina, and the tax ID number is


23        68445728882.  That has never been changed or altered in


24        years.


25  Q.    So this tax ID number and the picture of the property
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1        is the same exact thing that's saying the parcel ID


2        number on the front?


3  A.    Correct.


4  Q.    And it doesn't say a portion of---


5  A.    This particular contract doesn't, but the first one


6        does.  


7  Q.    Right.


8  A.    So I don't know if you're trying to ask me -- I'm not


9        understanding the question or what you're trying to --


10        the point you're trying to get at, but what are you


11        asking me?


12  Q.    No, I'm just asking you, the unsigned -- well, the


13        signed contract states it's for the entire parcel. 


14        Correct?


15  A.    Yeah, the unsigned -- the unsigned contract also stated


16        for all the property, but the only -- only difference


17        between the unsigned contract is I guess evidently now


18        -- evidently it didn't get signed because was a


19        description of all the property in the beginning.  So


20        the 53 -- the first contract wasn't signed because -- I


21        don't know why it wasn't signed, but it did include all


22        the property.  So what -- what happened between the


23        changes I don't know.  I don't know where the -- where


24        the misunderstanding got between why did the first --


25        first contract in 2021 was drafted included all the
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1        property.  Well, actually it didn't include all the


2        property.  It included a portion, but you, again, you


3        marked through portion, you initialed up under of it


4        saying that you would -- it would include -- you agreed


5        that the tax ID number 6845728882 is all the property. 


6        So we was in -- we was under the same understanding


7        that all the property was one tax ID number and that


8        you agreed to take -- to present it to your client and


9        when you got with your client you would get back with


10        me.  Two days later you -- I received a -- again, I


11        received a e-mail from you telling me that your client


12        wasn't agreement, agreeable with selling me all the


13        property, he just wanted to sell the gas station


14        property only.  So it's two contracts.  So I don't want


15        to be confused about which contract we're talking


16        about, because we're bouncing from one contract to the


17        other, and both of them are 2021 contracts which are --


18        and I want to state both of the contracts are exactly


19        the same.  The 2018 contract is exactly the same.  The


20        first 2021 contract is exactly the same.  Only thing


21        different with the two thousand -- the second '21


22        contract, it just said -- it doesn't state parcel -- I


23        mean a portion.  It says parcel ID number, and then it


24        states the description of the property that two pages


25        are missing, and I see the one page at the back that
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1        shows the description of all the property.


2  Q.    All right.  So is there anything in Plaintiff's Exhibit


3        2 that you dispute in terms of what was being sold


4        there?


5  A.    No, I don't dispute this contract.  


6  Q.    All right.  


7  A.    This portion of it.


8  Q.    I think I maybe got a little ahead of myself, but


9        Rodney, let me jump back --


10  A.    Okay.


11  Q.    -- Mr. White, a little bit.


12  A.    Okay.


13  Q.    What's your educational background?


14  A.    I graduated from Greenwood.  So, and then I got


15        technical vocational, well, vocational experience in


16        automotive and detailing and stuff.


17  Q.    What year did you graduate from Greenwood High? 


18  A.    1992.


19  Q.    And then you went to where?


20  A.    Well, it was vocational.


21  Q.    Where is that?


22  A.    It was a part of the I guess a program in high school,


23        vocational.  So that's---


24  Q.    So it was during high school?


25  A.    Yeah, during high school. 
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1  Q.    Okay.  Any education beyond high school?


2  A.    Nothing but from life experience.


3  Q.    Formal education.


4  A.    Yeah, that's the best teacher.


5  Q.    All right.  Have you ever been a party to a lawsuit


6        either as a plaintiff or a defendant?


7  A.    Yes. 


8  Q.    What was that for?


9  A.    Probably misunderstandings that never -- always got


10        settled.  So it was just little, just little things


11        that came up over the years.  Nothing major.


12  Q.    When was the first time you were involved as a party to


13        a lawsuit?


14  A.    I can't remember.


15  Q.    Was it in this millennium?  Was it in the 90s?


16  A.    Yes.  One was -- it was in the -- what -- can you


17        rephrase the question again?  I didn't understand you.


18  Q.    Sure.  When you were a party to a lawsuit either as a


19        plaintiff or a defendant, was that in the 2000s or the


20        90s the first time?


21  A.    The first time was in the 2000s I think it was.


22  Q.    All right.  And what was the nature of that lawsuit?  


23  A.    I can't recall.


24  Q.    You don't recall --


25  A.    I don't recall.
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1  Q.    -- what the lawsuit was about at all?


2  A.    I think it was -- it might have been over a


3        disagreement over something.  I can't remember.  It's


4        been years.  I can't remember.  That was the first one.


5  Q.    Were you the plaintiff?


6  A.    No, I wasn't the plaintiff. 


7  Q.    Okay.  You were the defendant? 


8  A.    Yeah. 


9  Q.    Who was it that sued you?


10  A.    I can't remember. 


11  Q.    I mean, do you recall whether it was about something


12        owed or what?


13  A.    It was something petty.  I can't remember.  To be


14        honest, I can't remember.


15  Q.    And how was that resolved?


16  A.    Again, I can't remember.  It's been -- that was years


17        ago.  It had to have been in the early 2000s, if that. 


18        So I'm not -- if you could be more specific.  If you


19        could be more specific what you -- I don't know.  If I


20        could see something that would bring it back to my


21        remembrance or something, but I can't recall.


22  Q.    Well, I'm just asking you the question about whether


23        you've been involved in a lawsuit.  I don't have any---


24  A.    And I told you---


25  Q.    I don't have any specifics.
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1  A.    And I told you I can't remember.


2  Q.    Okay.  When was the -- but the one you just mentioned


3        that may have been in the early 2000s but you don't


4        recall who was involved or what it involved, that was


5        the first one, the first time you've been involved in a


6        lawsuit?


7  A.    I don't even -- I don't even know if it's considered a


8        lawsuit or a complaint.  I don't -- I wouldn't even --


9        I don't really -- I couldn't remember.


10  Q.    Well, any time you've ever been involved as a plaintiff


11        or a defendant in a formal lawsuit in which someone


12        filed a lawsuit in any level of court against you or


13        you filed one against them.


14  A.    I don't understand the question.  It was like a two-


15        part question.  I don't remember the -- I know


16        everything that ever occurred, it always got resolved


17        outside of court.  It never did go through a trial or


18        nothing.  Everything -- it might have been a complaint


19        about me, and I always worked it out with whoever,


20        whoever complained.  So I don't know if that's -- and I


21        can't remember details.  Like I said, it's been years


22        ago since all of that, and it's just -- I just can't


23        remember.


24  Q.    I just want to ask for the record.  Have you ever been


25        a plaintiff or a defendant in a formal lawsuit in any
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1        way?


2  A.    Other than dealing with Greenwood Mills to this present


3        date I can't recall anything else.


4  Q.    Has ASK Enterprises ever been a plaintiff in a lawsuit?


5  A.    Never.


6  Q.    Or a defendant in a lawsuit?


7  A.    Never.


8  Q.    Has Number One Auto Care ever been a plaintiff or a


9        defendant in a lawsuit?


10  A.    Other than this right here.  I don't remember anything


11        other than this lawsuit, well, this issue, this


12        situation with Greenwood Mills.  So no, I can't


13        remember anything -- anything that -- than I just told


14        you about the previous -- I think it was a complaint. 


15        I don't even know.  I think we settled out of court.  I


16        can't -- I can't remember, to be honest.


17  Q.    When you say a complaint, are you talking about a


18        formal lawsuit complaint filed against you?


19  A.    I don't know if it was a complaint or it was just


20        something that I had to answer to, and when I answered


21        the other party didn't answer back.  So it got


22        dismissed.  So if that's what you're referring to, so


23        it got dismissed.  They never answered back.


24  Q.    All right.  Have you ever been arrested?


25  A.    For traffic violations, yes.
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1  Q.    Nothing other than---


2  A.    Nothing.


3  Q.    You've never been arrested for---


4  A.    Nothing criminal.  Nothing.  Just traffic violations.


5  Q.    All right.  Just for the record, so that we don't talk


6        over each other, because she's taking down what I say,


7        what you say, what I say, what you say, just if you can


8        make sure that -- I'm going to make sure I do my best


9        not to talk over you.  If you could just make sure you


10        allow me to finish the question just so it's easier for


11        her to take down.  Other than traffic violations have


12        you ever been arrested before?


13  A.    No. 


14  Q.    Okay.  Are you married?


15  A.    No. 


16  Q.    Ever been married?


17  A.    No. 


18  Q.    Any kids?


19  A.    No. 


20  Q.    All right.  Ever received any type of disability


21        benefits?


22  A.    No. 


23  Q.    This lawsuit is here in Greenwood County.  Do you have


24        any family members with last names other than White?


25  A.    Yes. 
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1  Q.    What are those last names?


2  A.    Oh, my goodness.


3  Q.    That live in Greenwood County.


4  A.    Oh, my goodness.  Wow.  Where do I start?  Wright,


5        Baylor, Norman.  Several.  I mean, it's a lot.  It's a


6        lot of them.  I'm from Greenwood.  I grew up here.  So


7        I got a lot of family members, distant relatives.  So I


8        -- the list probably is long.


9  Q.    Other than Wright, Baylor did you say?


10  A.    Baylor.


11  Q.    Baylor and Norman, any other last names that you're


12        related to in Greenwood County that you can recall?


13  A.    I'm pretty sure it is, but right now I can't -- I can't


14        recall all of it, all of them.  Those are the ones


15        that's on the top of my mind.


16  Q.    All right.  Going back to the agreements, we looked at


17        Plaintiff's Exhibit 1, which is the 2003 contract, and


18        I understand you made a down payment and then six


19        payments towards that before defaulting.  Is that


20        correct? 


21  A.    No, it's not.


22  Q.    How many payments did you make?


23  A.    And, like I said, it's been so many years.  I know it


24        was -- I know I made at least -- oh, my goodness.  I


25        can't -- it's -- I know I made probably going into the
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1        second year of the contract, and then I started having


2        problems with making payments, but it was -- it was


3        probably going into the second year.  I'm not 100


4        percent on the dates, but I know it was more than six


5        payments.


6  Q.    So how many of the scheduled payments would that have


7        been?


8  A.    I mean, if we're adding up the years, it's 12 months in


9        a year.  If I'm saying going into the -- so over 24.  


10        Probably more.  I'm not -- and, like I said, it's been


11        over 20 years.  So it's hard for me to remember that.


12  Q.    Do you have any records to show---


13  A.    Yes.  Well, actually I do and I don't.  I did.  I did,


14        but I don't anymore.


15  Q.    All right.  What happened to those? 


16  A.    They were destroyed in the demolition of the house. 


17        All my records, everything I had over 25 years was


18        destroyed.  All my -- all my payment receipt, my


19        receipt books, my payments, everything that you can


20        probably imagine that I had being in business for 20


21        years, everything was destroyed in the demolition of


22        the house.  So I have nothing.  I can't prove the


23        payments.  So if I had them, I would have brought them


24        with me to be certain, but everything was destroyed in


25        the house.  So I have no knowledge.
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1  Q.    What is the -- you said at least 24 payments?  What's


2        the most number of payments you think you may have


3        made?


4  A.    I can't -- like I said, again, I can't really -- to be


5        -- to be honest, I can't -- I can't really state the


6        amount of payments, because like I said, it was so much


7        going on during that time and it's been so many years. 


8        So I can't remember to be -- give you a definite number


9        on the payments.


10  Q.    Would you have paid by check?


11  A.    I don't think I would have.  I can't remember.  I can't


12        remember, but I know I'm just thinking and just trying


13        to run my mind back now and just listening to, I mean,


14        just my thought, it doesn't even make sense to me if I


15        just -- it just don't even -- it just don't recollect


16        to me that if I signed a contract for owner financing


17        and I only made six payments in 2003, in 2003, and I --


18        and they -- and I think -- I think it was stated from


19        you or something in a letter that I got that I missed -


20        - I made the first three payments and then -- and then


21        I made I guess three more.  It doesn't even make sense


22        that I -- that I was on the property that long and


23        didn't make but three, six payments.  It just didn't


24        even fathom with me.  So I couldn't -- I couldn't wrap


25        my mind about how could I have made six payments.  So
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1        it just don't make sense to me.


2  Q.    What doesn't make sense?


3  A.    That I only made six payments.  That it's stated that I


4        only made six payments.  It just don't make sense at


5        all.


6  Q.    Okay.  You say you have records showing the payments


7        that you made?


8  A.    I had records showing the payments I made.  They was


9        destroyed in the demolition of the house that was


10        caused by Greenwood Mills.


11  Q.    What kind of records would those have been?


12  A.    Those payments that I had receipts.  I had -- I kept


13        all my receipts, and I had like file -- I had like


14        totes.  They had files in them, and I stored them in --


15        and I stored -- I stored a lot of that stuff in that


16        house, all my receipts, all my files.  Everything was


17        in that house.


18  Q.    So would those have been check receipts?


19  A.    Again, I'm telling you I can't remember how I made the


20        payments.  I know I made the payments.  So I can't


21        remember if it was check, cash, money order.  I'm not


22        sure.


23  Q.    Okay.  So did Greenwood Mills give your receipts every


24        time you made a payment?


25  A.    Yes, they did.  So they -- they should have had a
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1        receipt book, because actually they gave me receipts,


2        like they was handwritten receipts tore off.  It was


3        never -- it wasn't nothing on a computer.  It was


4        always off a receipt book.  I would give her the money. 


5        She'd tear the receipt off, and she'd give me a


6        receipt.


7  Q.    Okay.  But you claim that the records that show that


8        you made six payments are incorrect?


9  A.    That's what I claim.


10  Q.    All right.  When was the last payment that you made? 


11  A.    I can't -- I can't recall.


12  Q.    But, I mean, are we talking 2004?  


13  A.    Again, I can't recall.  I think you had -- you sent me


14        -- and, to be honest, I don't want to -- I don't know. 


15        I just looked at stuff that you sent me.  So that's in


16        my mind, but I don't think it's true.  I don't -- I


17        can't recall.  So I don't know.


18  Q.    Whenever that last payment was made and now, have you


19        made any payments of any kind for your use of that


20        property?


21  A.    I was never asked to make any payments.  I was told


22        that -- by the owner, Jay Self, told me that he would


23        get back with me, we would work something out.  So I


24        didn't -- in all honesty, I didn't just go knock on his


25        door and say here go a payment.  I waited.  I did as I
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1        was instructed.  He said he would get back with me.  He


2        never did.


3  Q.    All right, but I guess I just want to make sure I


4        understand your answer.  Between the last payment that


5        you made towards the 2003 contract and as we sit here


6        now, December 12 of 2023, have you made any payments


7        towards the property?


8  A.    I would -- I would love to have made all the payments. 


9        Had Jay came back, had somebody from Greenwood Mills


10        contacted me and said, look, you need to give us a


11        payment, you need to make payment on this date, come


12        on, let's set up a newer payment arrangement.  I waited


13        patiently for Jay to get back with me with some kind of


14        something, just something, just anything.  I didn't


15        want to just use the property rent free.  It was my


16        intentions to finish the contract.  Everything that


17        Greenwood Mills asked me to do I did from all the way


18        up to the 2021 contract.  Everything that was asked of


19        me I did.  When they -- when I got a letter from you


20        stating that we got -- we got cite check violations


21        from the city about the business, I complied to


22        everything that was asked of me.  If I had've been


23        notified to make a payment and said, look, Rodney, come


24        on, you've been on my property.  Jay passed by several


25        times.  Several members of his family come and get
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1        their cars washed.  So I'm right there.  I didn't hide. 


2        I wasn't running.  I stayed in the same place for 20


3        years.  The only reason I stopped, it was a brief stop


4        because of COVID.  Other than COVID I probably still


5        would have been operating.  So that was the whole thing


6        about it.  I always wanted to pay Greenwood Mills.  I


7        never tried to hide from them.  Every time they called


8        me, every time -- everything, everything they asked me


9        to do I did it.  I went -- I followed up the only


10        person I knew.  Everything else was irrelevant.  So a


11        lot of things I can't remember about that time period


12        because my -- my whole thing was with Jay Self, nobody


13        else.  Anytime I had a problem I called Jay Self.  Jay


14        Self said, Rodney, I'm going to get with you, don't


15        worry about it, I'm not canceling the contract, I'm not


16        evicting you, I'll get back with you.  That was it.  So


17        to answer your question again, I wanted to make a


18        payment to Greenwood Mills, but no, I didn't because


19        they never -- they never required me to make a payment. 


20        They never asked me.  They never said anything about


21        you got to get off of it.  In the first conversation I


22        had with Allen Hughes, I mean the letter, but other


23        than that nobody ever asked me for a payment ever.  So


24        I was -- in all honesty, I was willing to work


25        something out all through the years.  And since we're
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1        talking about it, my life has been in pretty much -- it


2        was just like I was always waiting on Jay to get back


3        with me, wondering when is it going to be.  Is it going


4        to be this year?  Is it going to be next year?  When is


5        it going to be?  So I always waited.  I mean, in


6        hindsight maybe I should have took a initiative and


7        said, look, Jay, let me write you a check, but I did as


8        I was directed.  He told me to wait, he would get back


9        with me, and that's exactly what I did.


10  Q.    What are the damages that you are claiming as a result


11        of this lawsuit?


12  A.    Wow.  The damages?  Where should I start?  I mean, from


13        -- from -- I mean, I don't know if I need to run


14        through a list of it.  The damages are probably, I


15        mean, astronomical if you want -- if I -- if I got to


16        answer that question.  So I don't know.  You want --


17        you want to be more -- you want to elaborate on what


18        damages are you speaking of?


19  Q.    I'm asking you---


20  A.    Emotional, emotional damages, financial damages.  Just


21        damages.  I think the loss of the property, all my


22        belongings over 20 years.  Let me just put it in


23        perspective.  Just imagine that you -- that you've been


24        on a property for 20 years, and you've been -- and this


25        is your house.  All your possessions over 20 years are


296294295297298289288







Deposition of Rodney Louis White


864-467-1373
LEGAL EAGLE


44


1        in this house, everything from your childhood memories. 


2        My father died when I was 15.  Photographs of him and


3        me.  Everything that my -- my childhood memory was in


4        that house because I stored them in that house.  I


5        thought it was a safe haven for me.  So just imagine


6        after 20 years your property and you get a phone call


7        from the guy that -- and not to mention I've been


8        keeping the grass up, the lawn.  I got a phone call


9        from the guy that was cutting the grass stating,


10        Rodney, you tore your house down?  I was like, Stop


11        playing.  I'm busy.  Don't -- don't play with me right


12        now.  No, I'm serious.  The house is gone.  He was


13        actually cutting the grass.  So I was devastated. 


14        Everything that I owned for over 20 years is gone.  So


15        just imagine you went home and your house is gone with


16        everything in it.  So if you're asking me the damages,


17        I mean, how can we put a value on something like that?


18        I mean, we could put -- if I said that my -- that my


19        memories from my father, they're priceless.  The stuff


20        that I had in that house is priceless to me.  How could


21        you put a -- how can I put a value on my memories?  I


22        mean, and it -- it's different, and I know -- I'm going


23        to elaborate.  If it was a tornado that came through,


24        tore the house down, everything was gone, I wouldn't be


25        so mad.  I would be, okay, I can go through the rubble


297295296298299290289







Deposition of Rodney Louis White


864-467-1373
LEGAL EAGLE


45


1        and maybe I could find a picture, a Bible.  If it was a


2        fire that burned it down, maybe something got saved


3        that I could go through the ashes.  Greenwood Mills


4        didn't allow me no time, no nothing.  They tore the


5        house down, all my possessions.  So to answer your


6        question again, the damages?  Astronomical to me.  I


7        can't -- I can't even put a price.  If I had to put a


8        figure on it, I mean, just yourself, can you put a --


9        on your kids, let say your baby's, your baby's first


10        step, your baby's shoes that your kid had, photos of


11        your family.  How can you put a value on your memories? 


12        But it's different if it was a act of nature.  I could


13        understand it.  But it wasn't a act of nature.  It was


14        acted by Greenwood Mills maliciously.  They knew I


15        owned the house.  They knew my possessions was in it. 


16        Nobody took the time out to call me and say, Rodney,


17        look, get your stuff.  You gave me a courtesy text


18        about the violations on the shop.  You said, Rodney,


19        you need to come move this stuff, the city got a


20        violation, you got 15 days.  I respected you so much


21        because you gave me the opportunity to come move my


22        cars before they got towed to a towing lot.  I


23        respected you so much for that.  But Greenwood Mills


24        didn't allow me to have no -- they didn't even give me


25        no time to get my stuff out or even try to work out a
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1        deal with me and say -- Jay -- Jay Self did one thing


2        for me.  The last time we talked he kept his word.  He


3        said, Rodney, I'm not going to evict you.  I'm not


4        going to put you out.  I'm not canceling the contract. 


5        He kept his word, but he failed to keep his promise. 


6        He didn't get back with me on a work-out.  We didn't


7        work nothing out.  I even asked you in a meeting can I


8        call -- can I talk to Jay.  You told me Jay's not


9        available to talk.  So I felt that it was -- just now


10        I'm thinking in hindsight and we go back to the


11        question of putting a value on it, it's hard for me to


12        put a value on 20 years of my -- 20 years of my life


13        gone, just gone.  I got nothing to show, nothing.  


14  Q.    All right.  What are you -- what is your testimony that


15        was in that house that belonged to you when it was torn


16        down?


17  A.    Again, over 20 years of stuff that I collected, from


18        valuable collections of baseball cards, comic books.  I


19        was -- I collected so many any memorabilia from -- just


20        over the years from -- I had Time magazine, a magazine


21        of the twin towers when they got -- when it was torn


22        down.  I had -- I just had so much stuff in totes.  I


23        had when Barack Obama became the first Black president. 


24        I had everything in that.  It was just -- I had a


25        timeline from -- just go back.  Let's go back 20 years. 
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1        I had a timeline from 2003 all the way up to 2021. 


2        Everything's gone.  So how can I -- I mean, I probably


3        -- it would probably -- I don't even know how long.  If


4        I had just -- it would probably fill this room up if I


5        had to write in a book for everything that I had in


6        that house.


7  Q.    Well, that's what I'm asking you.  You got baseball


8        cards, comic books, magazines, newspapers.  Anything


9        else?


10  A.    Like I said, right now it would be an injustice to me


11        to just try to rattle stuff off in my head.  So I don't


12        -- it's just stuff -- it's just like you.  You might


13        have a garage at your house.  You got stuff in your


14        garage, but you don't think about it because self-


15        consciously you don't -- it's not irrelevant to you


16        then.  But let's say you're doing a garage sale.  You


17        start picking through stuff.  You say, oh, no, I'm not


18        going to sell that.  I forgot I had it.  This was like


19        when I was a teenager.  I'm going to keep this.  So I


20        had so much stuff that comes to me over time, and it


21        gets me in a depressing type state because I think


22        about it.  My prom pictures.  I was talking to my


23        mother.  I was like, you know what?  I had my diploma


24        in that house, Mama.  She said, Rodney, calm down, stop


25        thinking about that stuff.  So I try to suppress it and
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1        not go back and try to just say, okay, I got this, I


2        got that.  So it's just 20 years of memories gone.


3  Q.    Well, now is the opportunity for you to tell me all the


4        damages that you're claiming.  So---


5  A.    Well, I didn't -- I didn't know.  I didn't come


6        prepared for this today.  I thought it was a deposition


7        to ask me questions.  I didn't know.  If I had to do


8        it, I could have wrote a book about the stuff that I


9        had in there.  So I'm not in the position mentally to


10        tell you what I had in the house right now.  Actually,


11        I'm emotional now just bringing up this conversation. 


12        So it's -- it's bothering me now.


13  Q.    All right.  Do we need to take a break and reschedule


14        your deposition?


15  A.    Well, I don't -- I want to get this out of the way,


16        because I want to -- I just want to get this out of the


17        way.


18  Q.    Well, if you're not --


19  A.    No, I'm fine.


20  Q.    -- mentally---


21  A.    Mentally I'm not here to give you a list of what's in


22        the house, but everything else I'm fine.


23  Q.    Well, that's the question I need to ask today.  This is


24        the opportunity for me to ask you every element of


25        damages that you're claiming.
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1  A.    Okay.  My---


2  Q.    Is that something we need to do another time?  


3  A.    No, we don't.  If you're asking me, I'm going to say


4        unlimited.  My answer to your question is unlimited. 


5        So if you want to put that in some kind of -- I don't


6        even know.  It's astronomical the damages.


7  Q.    Explain unlimited in detail.  


8  A.    About the things that I have?


9  Q.    Right.  


10  A.    I mean, it---


11  Q.    I've got baseball cards, comic books, magazines,


12        newspapers.


13  A.    Again, I'm going to state for the record it's so much


14        stuff that in that -- I didn't come prepared with a


15        list of everything in that house.  It's just -- just


16        imagine.  Just imagine you've got 20 years of your


17        history, 20 years in wherever is there.  So how can I


18        give you in a -- how can I write in a summary now about


19        what the things I had in that house?  Like I said, it's


20        just so much stuff.  So, I mean, I don't think it's the


21        time -- I'm giving you -- you're asking me.  You're


22        asking me about the damages, and I just told you the


23        damages I think it's astronomical in the damages.  It


24        was from my point, from my perspective, okay, let's say


25        if I had a vintage Michael Jordan card his rookie year
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1        that was worth $50,000.  Let's say I had that in the


2        house.  I mean, I think my father's picture, my father


3        is more of a hero to me than Michael Jordan is.  So my


4        picture of me and my father's picture is worth more


5        than a Michael Jordan rookie card to me.  So if you


6        want to get the value of it, my pictures with my


7        siblings when we was young, my pictures of my first --


8        my first customer.  I took pictures of everybody that


9        came to get their car washed.  So I had pictures of


10        people.  My first dollar in business, gone.  So how can


11        you put a value or how can I just go through stuff and


12        just say this, this, that, and the other?  Everything


13        in that house to me was valuable.  To others it might


14        have been junk, but to me, it was my possessions.  And


15        I had a -- I had a -- I think by right -- by signing


16        this 2003 contract, I think I had a right to that


17        property.  Matter of fact, I don't think.  I know I had


18        a right to that property, and I was on that property


19        all that -- that house was a safe haven.  Nobody ever


20        told me in 20 years that you're trespassing, what is


21        this stuff doing in there, it's not yours.  Everybody


22        know that house is mine, everybody, I mean, everybody


23        in the neighborhood.  Greenwood Mills knew it.  If


24        Greenwood Mills didn't know it, who did the maintenance


25        on the house for 20 years?  I'm pretty sure the city
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1        would have wrote a condemned letter.  The house would


2        have been -- 20 years with no maintenance?  So they


3        knew for a fact that I had that house.  They knew that


4        my possessions was in that house.  If they didn't, who


5        did they think had it?  It's just sitting there? 


6        Nobody owns it?  Nobody's stuff in it?  I never got --


7        nobody gave me the opportunity to say this is your


8        stuff.  So without the house standing right there,


9        without it being right there, I don't know.  The only


10        memories -- the only memories that I have of that house


11        is sad memories right now, and the memories that I have


12        are the memories that you gave me, you or whoever,


13        photographs of stuff that's in the house.  I wish they


14        had've took more detailed pictures of the house.  So


15        that's the only memories I have of that house.  And


16        maybe I can look through the pictures you got to say,


17        okay, look in that -- in that -- in this tote right


18        here is where my baseball collection, this is a comic


19        book collection, this is where I had coins from 1920s,


20        30s.  I had all kind of stuff.  So the more I think


21        about it, the more it comes up.  So you're trying to


22        put me on the spot now to give you a description.  I'm


23        not -- I'm not able to tell you everything that was in


24        that house just by this conversation here, but I will


25        be more than happy to write everything down if I could. 
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1        And then some of the stuff, like I said, over the


2        years, it's just like having a garage sale.  You forget


3        stuff.  So stuff that I had in there, it's probably not


4        even -- I can't -- I don't remember until something


5        else spark that memory.  Like me and my mother was


6        talking about high school, and I said, Mom, you


7        remember my high school pictures was -- I had them in


8        the house.  So I can't give you a direct definite


9        disclosure of the damages that I'm -- of the stuff that


10        was in the house right now.


11  Q.    And when you talk about the house, you said it was your


12        house.  Are you claiming that you owned the house


13        itself?


14  A.    Yes, I am.  I'm claiming it.  Yes, I am.  I'm claiming


15        it, yes, sir.


16  Q.    In what way did you own the house?


17  A.    It was included in the 2003 contract. 


18  Q.    And you're claiming that because you signed the 2003


19        contract that you owned the house?


20  A.    No, I'm not claiming because I -- because I signed it


21        is proof that I purchased all the property.  The reason


22        I'm claiming it is because Jay Self hisself told me


23        that all the property is included.  And before 2003 I


24        had no access to the house or the land.  After the


25        signing of the 2003 contract I got -- I gained access
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1        to all the property, everything.  Everything was given


2        to me.  The tenant -- well, I'm going to let -- well,


3        you're asking me how did I know.  The tenant came to me


4        that was living in the house and said, I heard you


5        bought the property.  Are you going to go up on the


6        rent?  I said, How much is the rent now?  It's $100 a


7        month.  And I chuckled.  I said, I'm not going to go up


8        on the rent.  So nobody ever came after that and told


9        me, Rodney, you don't own this property.  Nobody never


10        told me, Rodney, what are you doing?  You're


11        trespassing.  The 2003 contract clearly states that --


12        and I will read it to you.  "It is understood and


13        agreed that all taxes and insurance shall be the


14        responsibility of the purchaser."  I paid -- well,


15        through the payment I paid the taxes.  It didn't say I


16        was going to pay taxes on a portion of it.  Also,


17        Furman Self Company, Citizens Trust, I had a insurance


18        policy.  So I'm pretty sure if the house wasn't


19        destroyed or we could find some records from Furman, it


20        would show that I had insurance on the property in the


21        beginning of the contract.  So that is a reason why I


22        know for a fact the house is mine, because the tax ID


23        number is one tax ID number.  It was never surveyed. 


24        It was never divided, and nobody ever came to me, Jay


25        Self or nobody from Greenwood Mills, Allen Hughes never
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1        -- nobody never came and said, Rodney, I don't know why


2        you're over here, you just bought this portion, you


3        shouldn't be trespassing on this property.  Nobody came


4        to me sand said, Rodney, get off this property, for 20


5        years.  Twenty years nobody said nothing.  So if you


6        ask me again how do I know, I know for a fact it's


7        mine.  I had all my -- everything I had.  From the


8        nightclub that I had, I took all the stuff.  Jay Self's


9        mother, Linda Self, she met me over at the house.  It


10        was some silver -- it was some plates or something we


11        took out of the restaurant, and she said, Rodney -- and


12        I said -- I said, Miss Linda, they're at my house over


13        by the shop.  She said, oh, I know where it's at, I'll


14        meet you.  She met me at the house.  I gave her some


15        silverware.  She wanted a ice pick that belonged to her


16        mother that was inside the restaurant.  I gave her a


17        lot of -- some of the items that she asked me out of


18        the house.  So how do I know the house was mine? 


19        That's how I know the house was mine.  I mean, if it


20        wasn't, how -- why -- how could I be misled to believe


21        something is not mine and I was in possession of it for


22        20 years?  Let me ask you a question.  Would you think


23        it was yours, or would you just think you're


24        trespassing and that one day somebody's going to catch


25        you?  I did it in plain eye sight.  I wasn't sneaking
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1        in at night.  I lived there.  I got a power bill with


2        my name on it from CPW states -- so it's proof that I


3        lived in the house.  It was my house.  Everybody knew


4        it was my house.  And if anybody didn't, maybe they --


5        either they was -- they're blind to the fact or they


6        don't want to admit the truth. 


7  Q.    All right.  I understand your testimony that the 2003


8        contract was for the entire parcel.


9  A.    Correct.


10  Q.    But you defaulted on that 2003 contract.  Correct?


11  A.    No.  I don't think I defaulted, because I was in


12        communication with the owner.  The person that sold me


13        the property, I was -- like I said, everything else was


14        irrelevant to me.  Everybody else that sent letters was


15        irrelevant.  I talked with Jay, and even Jay came to me


16        after that, and he said -- and I talked to him.  He


17        said, Rodney, don't worry about it, we'll get -- I'll


18        get that together, we'll work it out.  It wasn't -- I


19        never knew that I defaulted.  I got a letter stating


20        about the payments.  So every time I'd get a letter I'd


21        call Jay.  After that the letters -- there's nothing


22        said after that, nothing.  So if you're asking me do I


23        believe I defaulted, I don't believe I defaulted.  I


24        believe they sent me letters about the payments, but


25        after talking to Jay he convinced me that I didn't.  I
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1        mean, it was evident that I didn't default.  There was


2        no legal actions.  I never got a -- I never got a


3        summons to court.  I never got anything from the court


4        stating that I breached.  I never got any letters from


5        anybody stating I breached after the conversation with


6        Jay.  Even after the 2021 contract, it was filed a


7        complaint about a breach.  Before that contract --


8        before I guess in 2021, yourself, you filed the


9        complaint about a breach of contract.  You never


10        notified me and let me knew that I breached that


11        contract.  You filed a -- you filed a complaint with


12        the -- of record stating that it was breached, but I


13        didn't get a letter stating that it was breached.  So


14        how would I know I breached the contract if -- you had


15        the opportunity to send me a letter and say, look, you


16        breached the 2021 contract, we're fixing to file a


17        eviction on you.  I never got a letter or anything from


18        Greenwood Mills from I think it was stated 2003 about a


19        default.  So I don't believe I defaulted. 


20  Q.    You're claiming from the 2003 contract you never


21        received notice that you were in default?


22  A.    I received notice about payments, but it didn't -- I


23        don't -- you asked was I -- are you asking me another


24        question now, or --


25  Q.    Yes.
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1  A.    -- are we still on the question about default?  I don't


2        think I defaulted, no.  No.


3  Q.    But whether it was allowed or not, you made no payments


4        between the last payment, installment payment that you


5        made and as we sit here right now.  Correct?  


6  A.    Based on your records, they're incorrect.  So if you're


7        asking me about the installment payments on your


8        records, I think your records are incorrect.


9  Q.    I'm not---


10  A.    I think your records are not including all the


11        payments.  I think it's a illusion of what you want to


12        show about the payments, but it's not included because


13        it don't line up with what's been said about, you know,


14        go ahead and we'll get back with you, collect the


15        payments.  It just don't add up.  So I don't think from


16        your ledger, I don't think it's correct.  So no, I'm


17        not.  I don't agree. 


18  Q.    Did you have a bank account at that time?


19  A.    I think I did.  I'm not -- I think I did, but I can't


20        recall which bank it was, because that's what I was


21        trying to see if I could go to that particular bank and


22        see if they could go back to 2003, but I can't -- I


23        can't remember what bank it was.  I think it was -- I


24        think I dealt with Palmetto Bank at that time that's


25        not no longer in business.  So I can't remember.  I
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1        can't remember the bank.


2  Q.    All right.  Is that where you would have gotten money


3        orders?


4  A.    If I got a money order, it probably would have been


5        from a convenience store maybe.  So I'm not sure.


6  Q.    What convenient stores did you frequent?


7  A.    I don't -- I can't remember.  I'm going to be honest. 


8        I don't remember.


9  Q.    All right.  Getting back to the damages, you have


10        mentioned baseball cards, comic books, magazines,


11        newspapers, photographs, coins, items from the night


12        club.  I'm also going to read what's in your complaint. 


13        Appliances, movie posters and film memorabilia, a


14        vintage claw foot tub, business records, a flat screen


15        television, furniture, a leather living room set,


16        bedroom furniture, dressers, dining room furniture,


17        various kitchen items.  Anything else?


18  A.    Everything else.  I think also in my complaint it says


19        et cetera.  It's so much.  The list goes on and on. 


20        And, again, I think I answered that question.  I can't


21        remember.  I just can't remember everything at this


22        time, but it was so much.  Just imagine again 20 years,


23        20 years.  I can't -- I can't just -- I can't just spit


24        out like a robot or something and just tell you


25        everything.  I can't remember at this time, but it was
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1        so much stuff that I had in that house.


2  Q.    Well, I'm asking you specifically for anything other


3        than what I just named in terms of damages.  Anything


4        else that was in that house other than what I just


5        named that you can recall?


6  A.    And, again, I will state that maybe when I'm walking to


7        the car something's going to hit me.  So at this time


8        it's -- the house was full of 20 years of my


9        possessions.  So 20 years, 20 years.  So, I mean, and I


10        think it's unfair the question that you keep drilling


11        me with for me.  I'm telling you it's been so many


12        years and just going back through, it's kind of --


13        stuff will pop up.  I'm pretty sure you can -- my


14        memories, I'm not -- I mean, my memory is good, but


15        just every little thing that I had in, it's just I


16        don't -- it's just so much stuff, just so much stuff,


17        valuable stuff to me.


18  Q.    Okay.  I'm looking for a yes or no.  Anything other


19        than what I just named --


20  A.    Yes.


21  Q.    -- that you can recall?


22  A.    Yes.  It's a lot of stuff.


23  Q.    What?


24  A.    I can't -- I'm telling you again, it's so -- it's over


25        20 years of stuff.  So, I mean, had I known that I was
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1        going to have to come here and tell you what I had, I


2        would have had a list.  I would have had it prepared. 


3        I would have had a list from here to the -- to the


4        lobby.  I don't -- I can't just give you stuff that I


5        can't remember at this time, but I would more than


6        happily over -- if I get a little time I could put a


7        itemized list for you.  And I'm not even going to say -


8        - I don't even know how long that might take, because,


9        like I said, without the house being -- the whole thing


10        about it is, and I'm trying to get you to understand


11        and so it might help you with the question you asked. 


12        If it hadn't have been so dramatic, if it hadn't have


13        happened so dramatically all at one time, maybe my mind


14        would have been more relaxed to say, okay, I remember


15        this.  It's just -- it was just so dramatic for me to -


16        - the way I found out was dramatic.  So, I mean, and,


17        again, anger comes in on one part, and then I'm trying


18        to think, okay, you got this, remember that you had


19        that.  So as talking to people like my mother when we


20        was talking about high school and I remembered the prom


21        pictures, it's just so much that it's just -- it's just


22        overwhelming.  The whole thing about it is


23        overwhelming.  And for me to just itemize everything in


24        that house, it's going to be hard.  I think it would be


25        impossible for anybody just if I -- if you was in my
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1        position, I don't think you could just say, okay, this


2        and this and this and this.  I mean, I don't know.  So


3        in my all honesty, I'm going to say at this time I


4        can't remember everything for -- if I had to just


5        itemize everything right now at this time, I'm not able


6        to do that. 


7  Q.    All right.  And how were you storing the items that you


8        mentioned in the house? 


9  A.    Some of them was in the attic part.  Some of them was


10        in totes.  Some of them was in secret -- I had -- I had


11        -- it was my house.  So I had different places because


12        in my mind if somebody came in and broke in, they would


13        have to actually go on a treasure hunt to find this


14        stuff.  So I had stuff in different places.  And, like


15        I said, the more I think about it, it's like it was all


16        over the house.  So everywhere.


17  Q.    I mean, are we talking about in bags, in storage bins?


18  A.    Well, I had -- I had bags.  So my mother -- my mother,


19        she -- she likes thrift stores.  Bless her heart.  She


20        likes and goes to Salvation Army, and she just buys and


21        buys and buys clothes.  I had probably 50 bags of her


22        clothes.  She had clothes that she bought with still


23        the tags on them.  And it broke my heart when I told


24        her, I said, Mama, all your clothes gone.  She said,


25        Rodney, don't worry about that.  That's material.  So
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1        yes, a lot of stuff that you saw in them bags that I


2        think you might have mentioned is trash, it was her


3        clothes that was in bags that I helped clean her house


4        out and I had a lot of her clothes.  It was probably


5        like 50 bags, 40 or 50 bags of her clothes in bags.  So


6        now -- and she don't -- she was like, Rodney, don't --


7        don't worry yourself about my stuff.  Rodney, it's


8        okay.  And I was just so upset.  I said, Mama, I'm


9        sorry.  But now that I -- and I just thought about


10        that.  So it's so much stuff that was in it.  So you


11        keep on beating a dead horse with me.  I'm telling you,


12        and I'm trying to keep telling you, I can't remember


13        everything at this moment about what I had in that


14        house.  I'm pretty sure it'll come to me.  I know it


15        will, because stuff just -- I'll be driving on the road


16        and stuff will just pop up, and I'll be like, oh, my


17        goodness, I forgot I -- I'll be like, okay, I know


18        where I can get that.  Oh, I ain't got it.  So, I mean,


19        I think I answered your question.  I mean, you keep


20        going around in circles with me, but, I mean, I can't


21        remember everything verbatim at this moment, but, like


22        I said, by the time I walk to the lobby I'll probably


23        remember something just like that.  So...


24  Q.    All right.  I understand your testimony that you had a


25        sentimental attachment to a lot of things that were in
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1        there.  Is that correct?


2  A.    I had a sentimental attachment to the house.  It was my


3        house.  So we keep -- you keep -- I don't know if


4        you're purposely avoiding the house.  It was my house. 


5        Didn't nobody tell me it wasn't otherwise.  So let's


6        look at the house.  The house was pretty much could


7        have been a history house, historic house.  The house


8        was built in 19 -- the 1900s, early 1900s.  So the


9        house itself was sentimental to me.  The house itself I


10        planned on -- I did several renovations over the years,


11        and I'm pretty sure you might want to get with that. 


12        But I did several renovations to the house.  So the --


13        the damages don't stop with the stuff inside the house. 


14        It goes to the house itself.  Like I said, the 2003


15        contract included the house and the property in it.  So


16        the house and everything in it is sentimental to me,


17        everything.  The property, I've been on the property


18        since I was 20 -- I think it was -- I've been on the


19        property, I was in my 20s.  So half of my life has been


20        spent on that property.  So if you're asking me about


21        sentimental values in the house, the house and


22        everything in it was sentimental, the property, the


23        business, the neighborhood.  Everything is sentimental


24        to me on that property.  So I got sentimental ties to


25        that house and the contents in the house. 
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1  Q.    And you keep telling me it was your house, but you had


2        paid -- in 2003 you entered into an installment


3        contract to buy according to you the entire parcel


4        which included both the gas station and the house. 


5        Correct?


6  A.    The entire property, correct.  Everything was included.


7  Q.    Okay.  But you never made all those payments.  Correct?


8  A.    I never made all the payments, and we're going to go


9        back to it again.  If it had've been required or


10        requested of me to make all the payments, I would have


11        made all the payments.  And, I mean, it goes back to


12        the same thing you keep on asking me.  I never -- in my


13        mind I owned the house and I still think to today I


14        still own the property that the house used to sit on


15        plus the garage.  I still believe that I own the


16        property.  Nobody has told me otherwise that I didn't


17        own it.  They didn't tell me to leave.  They didn't say


18        anything.  So there's nobody that I know of that told


19        me that I didn't own that property, nobody.


20  Q.    Are you aware of the court's ruling that you don't own


21        the property by adverse possession?


22  A.    I'm aware.  I'm aware of a lot of stuff about adverse


23        possession.  I'm aware of the only reason the court did


24        say I didn't own the property because of adverse


25        possession.  I'm aware of that.  
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1  Q.    Okay.  You mentioned that you engaged or completed some


2        maintenance for the house.  What was that?  What did


3        you do?


4  A.    I repaired the roof.  I remodeled the inside of the


5        house, the bathroom.  I had floors.  I had a lot of --


6        I did a lot of renovations with that house.  Again,


7        it's been so many years, but I did a lot of renovations


8        to that house.


9  Q.    Did you obtain permits to do that work?


10  A.    No, I didn't.  It wasn't -- it wasn't required.  I


11        inquired about that before I did anything, and they


12        said with me being the owner of the property I didn't


13        have to do -- I didn't have to get no kind of permits


14        for like subcontract.  They said I could do everything


15        myself.  So yeah, I was -- I was trying to be in


16        compliance about if I had to go get a permit to get


17        anything done.  So no, I didn't.  


18  Q.    Your testimony is that you didn't have to have a permit


19        to redo the roof or the bathrooms because you owned the


20        house?


21  A.    No.  No, no, no.  I didn't say that.  I said I -- the


22        repairs wasn't like they was sufficient enough like I


23        was a contractor.  I spoke with I think it was like it


24        might have been one of the building inspectors years


25        ago.  I think his name was Larry Faser.  And I spoke
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1        with him, and he said that if you're just repairing


2        stuff on your own house you don't have to get a


3        building permit, and that's what I was told by a


4        building inspector.  So no, I didn't think I had to. 


5        If I did, it was a -- maybe I -- I didn't know I was


6        supposed to comply with a building permit, but I asked


7        one of the inspectors and he said no.  So no, I didn't


8        purchase a permit.


9  Q.    What did you do other than the roof and the bathrooms?


10  A.    We did the exterior.  It was some parts on the exterior


11        that we painted.  We fixed the porch.  It was a lot of


12        stuff we did.


13  Q.    What did you fix on the exterior?


14  A.    Some of the siding that was falling.  We repaired that.


15  Q.    And what on the porch?


16  A.    We repaired the porch.  It was like some rotten wood.


17  Q.    When was the last time you went into the house?


18  A.    The last time I went in it was -- let's see.  It was


19        demolished in August 2022.  The last time I went in


20        that house -- let's see.  If it was demolished in


21        August, it was probably like a month prior to that, a


22        month prior to that.  Because I remember a month -- and


23        I specifically remember because I thought something was


24        real suspicious, and I knew it was some -- on the -- on


25        the back it was like -- I don't know if somebody did
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1        that or it was done by the road.  It was spray paint on


2        the thing, and I'm not -- I was suspicious about why


3        did somebody spray paint it was like a line.  So as I


4        look back in hindsight it must have been getting ready


5        to get demolished, because I was like why would


6        somebody spray paint on the ground behind the house.  I


7        was -- it baffled me, and I couldn't figure that part


8        out.  So yeah, around that time, probably a month


9        prior.  Well, actually it might have -- was it a month


10        prior?  Yeah, I'm thinking it was if memory serves me


11        correctly.


12  Q.    So around July of 2022 was the last time you were in


13        the house?


14  A.    Between -- yeah, probably.  Probably I'm thinking.  And


15        actually I got the neighborhood to watch that house. 


16        So, and my grass guy, and he cut it probably -- he cut


17        the grass probably -- he cut -- he cut it every two


18        weeks.  So probably two weeks before that maybe.  I


19        don't know.  I'll have to get with him to be certain. 


20        He cut that property, and he always give me updates on


21        it.  So if I didn't get to check it out or if it was


22        something he saw suspicious, he would always call me


23        and say, look this is this, this is -- this is what's


24        going on.  So he didn't call me -- and I even asked


25        him.  Usually if the city condemn property, it's going
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1        to be some kind of notice on the house or somewhere. 


2        It's going to be some kind of indication that the


3        city's doing something.  It was no -- nothing posted on


4        the house, nothing.


5  Q.    Who was the yard guy that you just referenced?


6  A.    His name is Johnny Coleman. 


7  Q.    Where does he live?


8  A.    He lives -- I don't know his address.  He lives in


9        Greenwood.


10  Q.    Does he live near the house?


11  A.    He don't live -- I don't think he live near the house,


12        but I know he do -- he cuts a lot of yards.  He cuts --


13        I think he cuts grass for the funeral home.  So he's


14        always in the area cutting grass.  So I don't know


15        exactly where he lives, but I know he frequent the


16        area.  So he's always -- and he would always call me


17        and say your grass, your grass need cutting.  So, and


18        he always watched the house.  So...


19  Q.    You said people around the neighborhood watched the


20        house for you.  Was there anybody besides Johnny


21        Coleman that watched the house for you?


22  A.    I'm not sure.  You know, it just -- if you're in a


23        community, you know you got people that -- your


24        neighbors or whoever will tell you if they see


25        something suspicious going on in the neighborhood.  So
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1        yeah, just anybody in general.  Everybody knew I owned


2        that house, everybody, everybody in the neighborhood.


3  Q.    Who in the neighborhood would look out for it?


4  A.    Just random people, and, like I said, some -- some of


5        the kids that grew up in the neighborhood that I --


6        that I mentored when they was like five years old and


7        they're in their 20s now, just anybody.  Anybody in the


8        neighborhood would always say if they saw anything


9        suspicious or they saw somebody around the house, they


10        would notify me.


11  Q.    Any other improvements to the property that you engaged


12        in, any part of the property other than what you've


13        already told me about?


14  A.    Okay, let's go back.  I've been on the property since


15        2003.  So let's just add up the years.  Over 20 years'


16        worth of stuff, whatever needed to be done I kept up. 


17        I'm the sole person that ever did any maintenance.  


18        Nobody ever did any repairs on that property for 20


19        years.  So you got to imagine yourself, if ain't


20        nothing been done -- evidently I've been doing


21        something to keep the property up to status or whatever


22        to keep from getting any violations from the city.  So


23        in those 20 years I never got a complaint about that


24        house.  The city never wrote a violation about that


25        house.  So suspiciously all of a sudden in 2021, 2022,
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1        it's in so bad of array that it needs to be demolished. 


2        So evidently I must have been doing a pretty good job


3        for 20 years maintaining the property.  And to go back


4        to your question, yeah, I spent several thousands of


5        dollars in renovations over the years.  I mean, I can't


6        ball point every little thing I did, but I spent -- I


7        know I spent several, several thousands.  One in


8        particular thing I did when the tanks was removed, it


9        was just gravel.  I paid I think it was $5000, I'm not


10        really certain on the amount, but I had the whole


11        section where the cars were, I had that repaved.  So


12        yes, I spent a lot of money, time, and effort in


13        maintaining the property solely by myself.  Nobody ever


14        -- so if anybody else claim ownership of the property,


15        they never showed ownership.  They never did any


16        maintenance.  They never did any repairs.  They never


17        did anything.  I'm the sole purpose -- sole person over


18        the last 20 years that did anything to that property.


19  Q.    Did you pay the property taxes?


20  A.    No, I didn't.  


21  Q.    Did you pay insurance?


22  A.    I didn't -- I didn't pay the property taxes after I


23        stopped with the payments.  So yes, I did pay property


24        taxes through my payments, because my payments was


25        escrowed in.  So I did pay property taxes on the entire
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1        parcel.  When the contract was executed the property


2        taxes was included for the whole parcel.  It didn't


3        state, okay, the property taxes are just for this


4        portion of the property.  The taxes state for the whole


5        parcel.  So yes, I did pay property taxes.


6  Q.    After the last installment payment that you made did


7        you pay any property taxes?


8  A.    I didn't, because I didn't pay any installments.  So


9        no, I didn't.  And I wasn't -- if I was required to, I


10        would have, but I wasn't.  It wasn't a requirement for


11        me to pay the property taxes.  Nobody told me I had to


12        pay the property taxes.  So I wasn't aware of that it


13        was still my responsibility to pay the property taxes.


14  Q.    After the last installment payment from the 2003


15        contract did you pay any insurance?


16  A.    Yes, I did.


17  Q.    What?


18  A.    I paid -- I had a commercial policy.  I don't know if


19        it covered that property over there, but I did have a


20        policy for my -- for the business.  


21  Q.    The business?


22  A.    Yeah.  So actually -- and actually the business


23        included the property.  So -- so yeah, I paid


24        insurance.


25  Q.    Any other repairs or maintenance that you did other
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1        than the roof, bathrooms, siding, replacing some rotten


2        wood, and paving a portion?


3  A.    Twenty years of upkeep.  So whatever that -- just


4        imagine just having property.  Whatever went wrong with


5        it.  Somebody went and stole all the copper pipes up


6        under it.  They stole the wiring.  So I had to replace


7        all of that.  I spent thousands in re-plumbing and re-


8        wiring that house.  So yes, I did a lot of repairs over


9        the last 20 years.  All my -- and, again, all my


10        records was inside the house.  So everything that I


11        could actually prove was destroyed.


12  Q.    All right.  Anything other than the roof, bathrooms,


13        siding, rotten wood, replace copper wiring, plumbing,


14        and repaving a portion?


15  A.    Yes, sir. 


16  Q.    What?


17  A.    So much.  I mean, it's been over 20 years, and I can't


18        -- I don't have a itemized list, but everything that


19        could go wrong with a property probably went wrong at


20        some point in time.  During one -- one cold winter the


21        pipes bust at the garage.  It's so many stuff, so much


22        stuff that went on that I could actually be 100 percent


23        accurate if I had my files that was destroyed in the


24        house.  I could have all my files here and answer every


25        question that you ask.  I could give you a itemized


325323324326327318317







Deposition of Rodney Louis White


864-467-1373
LEGAL EAGLE


73


1        list of everything.  But without that I can't just


2        break down everything, but it was stuff that I repaired


3        over the years.  It sure was.


4  Q.    What else specifically can you testify to here today?


5  A.    Just everything that needed to be renovated far as the


6        -- everything that had a problem, that caused a


7        problem.  I remodeled -- I remodeled the commercial


8        building.  I did that.  I probably repainted that


9        probably three times, three, four, five times over the


10        years.  It's been -- I invested in repainting that. 


11        The garage doors, one of the garage doors, a customer


12        ran into one of the doors, and I had to replace the


13        door.  That was very expensive.  What else?  Somebody,


14        they -- I don't know if they was attempting to break


15        in.  They bust the front door.  I had that glass


16        replaced.  Just so much stuff over the years.  It's


17        been so, so many years it's hard to remember every


18        little -- every little detail, every little thing that


19        I did.  


20  Q.    Anything else other than what you've already told me


21        about?  The roof, the bathrooms, the siding, rotten


22        wood, copper wiring and plumbing, repaving, repainting


23        and replacing the garage door and glass.


24  A.    Yes.  It's so much miscellaneous things that I did. 


25        Like I said, at this time I can't remember every single
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1        little thing I did, but it adds up over the years. 


2        Over a 20-year period it adds up.  Just maintaining any


3        property over 20 years, it's going to add up.  So I did


4        everything.  I was the sole person that did it.  So I


5        had no help from anybody else.  Greenwood Mills, nobody


6        ever came and fixed anything that needed to be


7        repaired.  The only time that the property fell in


8        array was during COVID.  I kind of -- and I admit that


9        I neglected a lot of stuff during COVID.  During that


10        time, you know, stuff just started deteriorating, and I


11        didn't -- I didn't stay -- and, like I said, it was a


12        lot of stuff going on.  COVID, the pandemic was


13        terrible.  I mean, family members died.  It was just so


14        much that I kind of neglected the property around 2019


15        maybe.  So a lot of stuff that, repairs that I was


16        intending on getting back to doing I never got a chance


17        to do it because I was interrupted with, you know, with


18        this situation right here interrupted that in 2021.


19  Q.    Any other repairs specifically that you can tell me


20        about other than the ones you've told me?


21  A.    Like I said, it's so many miscellaneous repairs that I


22        did, and I keep telling you the same thing.  It's so


23        many.  I mean, some of them might come to me after I


24        get in the lobby.  It's just so much stuff that I --


25        that I don't -- I can't remember at this time.  I don't
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1        remember.


2  Q.    All right.  I understand again you mentioned that you


3        have some sentimental attachment to a number of the


4        items you claim were in the house and the house itself. 


5        In terms of the items inside the house, other than the


6        sentimental value what was the value of the items in


7        the house?


8  A.    Without -- you're asking my opinion?  That's what


9        you're asking me, my opinion of what the value of the -


10        - of what the stuff was?


11  Q.    Taking out any sentimental value.  Just the value of


12        the items.  


13  A.    No, but you---


14  Q.    If you were to have a yard sale and sell it.


15  A.    But I can't.  To answer your question honestly, I can't


16        take out sentimental, because if I take out


17        sentimental, I wouldn't even be here today with you.  I


18        wouldn't even worry about it if it wasn't.  I wouldn't


19        worry about nothing in it if it's not.  So everything


20        is sentimental, and to me it's priceless.


21  Q.    Well, for purposes of this lawsuit, what is the value


22        of your damages, your total damages?


23  A.    I mean, I couldn't -- I couldn't -- like I said, I'm


24        not a expert on just going through stuff and figure out


25        a value.  If we put a value on a photograph, I could
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1        say that could be -- I mean, I could -- I could put --


2        I don't know what it would be valued at.  To you it's


3        worth nothing.  To me it might be worth everything to


4        me.  So I can't put a value on stuff that I don't have


5        a guideline.  If you gave me a guideline to say, okay,


6        what would you put on that, I could give you that.  But


7        just saying everything in that house to me is


8        priceless.


9  Q.    Well, if you were asking---


10  A.    Everything in the house is priceless, because it -- I


11        can't -- I can't go -- if I could go through and pick


12        out and pick this, I could say, okay, now tear the


13        house down, I don't want none of that.  But I didn't


14        get that opportunity.  So to me everything in there


15        would have been priceless to me.  Memories.  The


16        memories just of stuff that was in that house is stuff


17        that I can't get back, and it wasn't -- and, again, it


18        was because of your client negligence that I don't have


19        anything.  So because of that I'm in this situation


20        where I got to tell you the value of my stuff, and it's


21        putting me in a awkward position.  But I want to tell


22        you the truth.  I want to be truthful about everything


23        I'm saying.  So it's hard for me to give you a estimate


24        of value of stuff that -- that I really don't have a


25        guideline to say, okay, this is -- I had this appraised


329327328330331322321







Deposition of Rodney Louis White


864-467-1373
LEGAL EAGLE


77


1        at this, the appraisal said that your memory with your


2        father is worth this, the appraisal of this is this, is


3        this, is this.  So to me I'm looking at everything is


4        priceless to me.


5  Q.    But if you were to ask a jury to award you damages,


6        what would you be asking them to award you?


7  A.    Ooh, that's a good question.  I would -- I would ask --


8        I would tell the jury, I would put them in a position


9        and I would tell them, if you got your possessions over


10        20 years, what is it worth that your -- let's say you -


11        - and I had -- I actually had photos and I had videos


12        of stuff.  If I said, look at -- this is your baby's


13        first step on tape and I asked them how much is that


14        worth to you, and they say, oh, I can't -- I wouldn't


15        sell that for all the money in the world.  So to me, I


16        look at my memories as, oh, I wouldn't sell that memory


17        for all the money in the world.  The picture of my


18        father when he died, my father had a leather coat that


19        he cherished that coat.  I took the coat and put it in


20        that house.  That cost to me is worth -- I mean, just -


21        - I couldn't even put a price on it.  If I -- if I had


22        to sell it at a auction, I would think it was -- I


23        would think it was somebody like Elvis Presley or


24        whoever, Michael Jackson.  I'd be like, look, this --


25        you want this coat?  This is the price.  So I can't
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1        tell you because I really haven't even thought about


2        it.  But if I -- if you asked me to buy the coat, I


3        would tell you it's not for sale and I don't care how


4        much money you offer me.  So it's hard to put a price


5        on your stuff.  So, I mean, it's just like you, you got


6        kids.  I know you got kids, and whatever you cherish


7        about your kids and you said this is a memory of your


8        son.  Maybe it's his first touchdown ever and you got


9        the football that he scored the winning touchdown or he


10        throwed the winning touchdown and you got the football. 


11        I had autographed memorabilias from my cousin that made


12        it to the NFL.  I got -- I had Panthers -- now that I'm


13        thinking about it, I could go -- I probably could be


14        here all day.  We probably could be here to next week. 


15        I got when he went, first went in the NFL.  I got


16        photographs of him and me coming to -- when he came to


17        Greenwood for his first fun day with the previous


18        mayor.  So I got a lot of pictures.  Everything in that


19        house is sentimental.  So it's kind of hard for me to


20        say -- to me it's priceless.  So, like I said, I could


21        just be talking to you all day about that.  So to


22        answer your question about putting a value on something


23        and the house itself, it's priceless to me.


24  Q.    All right.  Well, that's what we're here for today.  If


25        you were to ask a jury for a specific amount, what
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1        would you be asking them to award you?


2  A.    Well, I would ask the jury to base it on previous


3        situations.  I would ask the jury to look at the


4        circumstances.  I would ask them to look at the


5        severity of the case.  I would say, look, they -- if


6        they had allowed me and said, look get your stuff out


7        of there.  If your stuff is worth -- if it's priceless


8        to you, get all your priceless stuff out of here,


9        because we're fixing to tear this house down.  So, but


10        you -- I mean, Greenwood Mills, Jay Self, nobody


11        afforded me the opportunity to say, look, Rodney, get


12        your -- to us it's junk.  It's nothing to us.  How


13        about you get your priceless stuff out of here, and


14        we're going to tear this house down.  Nobody -- if I


15        had given the opportunity to talk to a jury, I would


16        ask the jury to put theirself in my position and just -


17        - just let your mind go back and say, look, if I came


18        home or I came to a place that I thought it was a safe


19        haven that I had that I entered into a contract and


20        thought I purchased and thought it was my house and I


21        knew to believe that it was my house and I knew I could


22        put all my possessions that I had in this house and it


23        would be safe there, and then I get a phone call from


24        the guy that does the lawn and telling me that the


25        house is gone with everything, all my memories for over
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1        20 years, so I would tell them let their -- let their


2        conscience be their guide.  I'd say what would -- what


3        would you -- if it was you, what would you want to be


4        done.  I mean, even if I said a monetarial price that I


5        can't even fathom, would that give me my memories back? 


6        I mean, but if I'm talking to a jury in the way the


7        judicial system or the court system is set up, you pay


8        for damages that it wasn't my fault.  I didn't cause


9        this.  If it -- if I had -- if it was a hurricane and I


10        had insurance on it, the insurance company would pay me


11        whatever, whatever.  I don't know if I had to sue and I


12        don't know what I would get, but to go back to your


13        question about a jury, I think a jury would be -- I


14        would hope a jury would be fair.  If I was sitting on


15        the jury, if I'm on the jury and I'm listening to this


16        case, I would think it was -- I'd think it was the


17        biggest injustice in the world.  I was like look at the


18        facts.  Y'all didn't give this guy a opportunity.  He's


19        been on your -- he's been on this property 20 -- he


20        signed a contract.  Y'all never allowed him the


21        opportunity.  So if I was the jury, I would expect a


22        jury to do fairly.  And if I based -- if I base my -- I


23        base it on other cases throughout the years.  I would


24        look and see what a jury awarded this person for the


25        same -- for the similar case.  What did they get
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1        awarded?  Then I would say, you know what?  I think I


2        should be compensated fairly.  So all I'm saying is I


3        want to be compensated for what was fairly -- what was


4        -- what was took from me.  It was taken from me.  It's


5        not -- I wouldn't have a problem if it had've caught on


6        fire, burned down to the ground, act of nature, act of


7        God, tornado, anything, but it wasn't.  It was done in


8        malice intent.  It was no other excuse for that.  They


9        knew.  And now that I'm speaking, I don't have to speak


10        in third person.  I'm talking to the person right in


11        front of me.  Brandon Smith, you knew for a fact that I


12        had that house.  We talked about it in a meeting.  I


13        talked to you about it.  So you knew I had it.  You


14        knew before you had -- you could have stopped this. 


15        You could have said, look, y'all, hey, Rodney own that


16        property.  That's his house.  Look, hey, give him the


17        opportunity to get his stuff out, we're going to tear


18        it down.  You knew it for a fact, Brandon.  So I'm not


19        talking to somebody on the other side that don't know


20        the case.  You're familiar with this whole thing.  You


21        could have stopped this.  Everything that's happened up


22        to this point, Brandon, when you came into this picture


23        you could have stopped it.  We couldn't -- we don't --


24        we didn't even have to be this far.  You could have


25        stopped all of this.  You could have said, look, let's
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1        let -- hey, the contract stated he got it.  Okay, okay,


2        let's give him -- everything you did was it led up to


3        this point.  So what you're asking me is I think it all


4        could have been prevented if you had've did right by me


5        in the beginning and said, look, I know this is his


6        house for a fact.  I know.  I talked to this man.  We


7        had a conversation.  We talked about that property.  So


8        if I was on a jury -- if you was on a jury, what would


9        you do?  Would you say, I don't -- I don't think it --


10        he never owned it?  He didn't pay no payments on it, so


11        it wasn't his?  But I was allowed to stay there 20


12        years.  Twenty years, Brandon.  Twenty years.  Why


13        didn't somebody tell me, Rodney, man, get off this


14        property?  I know Jay.  I know Jay's character.  I knew


15        Jay.  I took Jay for a scholar and a gentleman.  I knew


16        this man for 20 years.  Anytime I had a problem I


17        called Jay.  For some reason somebody blocked Jay from


18        me in this whole process, because Jay would have never


19        did that.  Jay would have never allowed that house to


20        be tore down with my stuff.  Jay would have never did


21        me this way.  How do I know?  His actions for over 20


22        years.  He never had a negative thing to say about me. 


23        His family, I knew them.  I know these people.  They


24        never ever had nothing negative to say about me.  They


25        never would have allowed this to happen.  For some
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1        reason somebody intervened, and all this stuff


2        happened, and now here I am faced with trying to figure


3        out how much is valued to me.  So my question to you,


4        to sum it all up, if a jury had to make a decision, I


5        would hope the jury would make a wise decision and look


6        at all the facts and say, look, hey, with all the facts


7        that I'm looking at, if I was on the jury, hey, y'all


8        guilty of a crime, and I think the crime was in malice


9        intent.  The house was destroyed.  There's no other


10        question.  It can't -- there's nothing -- we could be


11        here and you can ask me a thousand questions.  We're


12        going to keep going around in a circle because the


13        whole thing boils down to is why didn't anybody tell me


14        they was going to destroy the house.  Why didn't


15        anybody tell me, Rodney, look, man, you ain't made me


16        no payment, give me some money or get off my property? 


17        Rodney, you're trespassing.  Rodney, what you doing? 


18        Come on, Rodney, give me some money.  Nobody said


19        nothing.  So I feel so bad and I feel bad because I


20        looked at Jay as a mentor.  He was almost a idol.  He


21        the president.  He came to me.  He presented himself as


22        the owner.  We shook hands.  I know his wife, his kids. 


23        I just -- it's just such a bond, and for him to do me


24        like this, I think it wasn't him.  So, and I know I'm


25        babbling, and I know I'm going all over the place, but
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1        I'm emotional, and I know it wasn't supposed to be like


2        this, but it's just built up emotions in me.  So, there


3        again, Brandon, you could have stopped all of this


4        because you knew firsthand.  You knew that it was --


5        that I had -- if you didn't know -- if you didn't know


6        I had ownership, you know I had access, and you knew I


7        was on that property.   Everybody -- everybody in


8        Greenwood, all my hundreds of customers know me.  They


9        know my -- they know the location.  They know the


10        house.  They know it was me.  I mean, so it's no


11        question that didn't nobody know that I own that


12        property.  So your question did I believe I owned it,


13        yes, I believe I owned it.  Did I make any payments?  I


14        would have loved to have avoided all this with Jay.  We


15        could have -- we could have worked this out and I would


16        have gave him money.  He never asked.  He always said,


17        Rodney, I'll get with you.  He never did.  And -- and


18        now that I'm finding -- and I just found out that he


19        wasn't even aware that I tried to make a attempt to buy


20        it in -- this could have been resolved in 2018 had


21        somebody let him know that I was trying -- I was trying


22        to get it.  It could have.  It could have happened. 


23        Everything could have been avoided if people had've got


24        right to Jay and told him the truth and hiding.  Jay


25        don't even know that I -- that the $1000 earnest money
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1        that was collected, Jay don't even know anything about


2        it.  So it's just so much stuff that could have been


3        prevented had Jay known, and I just feel so bad about


4        it.  So, and I know you -- and I know I'm giving you


5        more than you asked, but I feel -- I feel obliged to do


6        it at this point.  And to go back to you, if a jury was


7        to sit down and look at this case, I can't see them --


8        I can't see them going any other way.  I can't.  Based


9        on the facts, if I was on the jury, I would look at the


10        situation.  I would look at this 2003 contract.  I


11        would say did you have ownership of the property


12        before?  Did you have any access?  No, I didn't.  After


13        I signed this contract I got all the property.  Jay or


14        nobody else -- Jay passed by.  Jay lived right down the


15        street in a neighborhood.  He passed by.  His wife, his


16        wife came by.  She worked at the hospital.  Everybody


17        knew I was right there.  Everybody knew I had that


18        property.  So it's no excuse on anybody saying that


19        they didn't know or anything.  And if I -- and I wasn't


20        hiding.  It would be different if he didn't know where


21        I was.  I was in Greenwood.  I know you asked me about


22        several addresses that doesn't even have anything to do


23        with them finding me.  He had -- everybody had my


24        personal cell phone number for over 15 years.  I wasn't


25        hiding from anybody.  I would have gladly paid anything
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1        that they asked.  Everything that was done I did. 


2        There's nothing that Greenwood Mills asked of me that I


3        didn't do, nothing.  Nothing was -- I did everything


4        that I was asked to do.  So, so back to your question


5        again.  I believe I owned it, and I believe that a jury


6        -- I would ask a jury to do what they think.  I mean,


7        they're on the jury, so they can decide.  They can look


8        at this case.  They can look at other cases.  They can


9        look at judgments from other cases.  They can do


10        whatever they want to do to figure it out, but I think


11        a injustice was done, and it's hard for me to just put


12        -- give you a estimate of value of what I think stuff


13        is worth because to me, again, everything that I had is


14        priceless.  And I'm pretty sure you feel the same way


15        about your memories with your kids.  They're priceless. 


16        You can't -- you can't take that from anybody. 


17        Anything that you got is priceless.  And everybody can


18        look at one man's junk and say it's junk, but to him


19        it's his treasure.  So to me that was my treasure.  It


20        might have looked like junk to anybody else, but to me


21        it was my treasure.  So I'm going to end right there,


22        and I hope I didn't take up too much time and run off


23        too much, but that's -- that's what I have to say.


24  Q.    Let's say the house was burned down by a fire or a


25        tornado.  What would you then be asking a jury to award
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1        you in terms of damages?


2  A.    What I would be asking a jury to award me?  Why would I


3        have to ask a jury to award me if it got burned down by


4        a act of nature?  Why would I even be with a jury?


5  MS. MCCONOUGHEY:


6        Objection.  That's a hypothetical. 


7  EXAMINATION RESUMED BY MR. SMITH:


8  Q.    You can still answer.  If you were going in front of a


9        jury, and it had been torn down and you were having an


10        issue with the insurance company, what would you be


11        asking a jury to award you in terms of your damages?


12  A.    If -- if I was going in front of a jury asking about a


13        insurance company, first of all, I think I had -- the


14        2003 contract it was?  Which one is the 2003 contract? 


15        Do you have the 2003 contract?  


16  Q.    That's it.


17  A.    Oh, this is a copy.  I'm just so used to the long


18        pages.  I'm sorry.  It says right here on the 2003


19        contract -- and we'll go back to that.  I'm glad you


20        asked me this question.  Purchaser, I guess -- if the


21        insurance company and I was in the jury and the


22        insurance company didn't want to pay, in 2003 I had a


23        million-dollar policy on this, I would tell the


24        insurance company, I would tell the jury, look, I got a


25        million-dollar policy.  Why ain't they paying a million
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1        dollars?  I got a policy for a million dollars.  It's


2        right here, Your Honor, jury.  Look.  Why an insurance


3        company don't want to pay me this million dollars that


4        I got this million-dollar policy on this property?  So


5        where's my million dollars, Your Honor?  So that's what


6        I would ask a jury, to go by -- if the insurance


7        company involved, I would want the million dollars


8        insurance that I got it insured for.  If I got it


9        insured for 50 million, I'd want 50 million.  So if I


10        got it insured for $100, pay me what I -- pay me what


11        you owe me.  So that's what I would ask the jury, to


12        pay me what you owe me.


13  Q.    So your testimony is the contents of the inside of


14        house were worth at least a million dollars?


15  A.    No.  I said -- now -- now you want to twist my words. 


16        I didn't -- you asked me about a insurance policy.  The


17        contents in the house are priceless.  So maybe -- maybe


18        if you want me to put a price on it, I'm just going to


19        say priceless.  That's my price, priceless.  So if a


20        jury ask me, I'm going to say priceless.  So if they


21        want to award me priceless, award me priceless.  So the


22        question that you asked me, they're priceless.  They're


23        priceless to me.  What value -- what the value might be


24        to you is different.  You can't -- I can't put a value


25        on something that you got at your house.  I can't come
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1        to your house right now and say, Brandon, that ain't


2        worth but five dollars.  This is worth that.  Your


3        memory, I don't care.  Give me two dollars for that. 


4        So it's priceless to me.  So that's what I'm saying. 


5        The value of the contents of the house, the house


6        itself, the property, everything is priceless to me.


7  Q.    Okay.  Again, I'm going to ask you.  Let's say it


8        burned down by fire and you're asking an insurance


9        company to reimburse you for the contents, not the


10        house itself, but the contents.  You would be asking


11        them for a million dollars?


12  A.    I probably would put -- I probably would put the max,


13        whatever the insurance company -- whatever the price --


14        if I had to include -- if they asked me -- if I filled


15        out a policy with the insurance company for the


16        contents inside the house, to me they're priceless.  So


17        I would say do you have a contract that -- you got a


18        policy that I could put priceless down?  So whatever


19        that priceless amount would be, that's what I want.


20  Q.    Okay.  But what value?  I mean, let's say it was


21        insured for a billion dollars.


22  A.    Well, then I want a billion dollars.


23  Q.    For the contents of---


24  A.    If that's what it's insured for, pay me what you owe


25        me.
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1  Q.    And you feel like you would be owed a billion dollars?


2  A.    I mean, you said that.  I didn't.  


3  Q.    I'm asking you.


4  A.    But if you feel I would be owed a billion dollars, I'm


5        happy, but I'm just answering the question you asked


6        me.  You asked me did I -- if it was worth a billion


7        dollars would I want a billion dollars.  Yes, sir.  If


8        it's -- if it got a insurance policy for a billion


9        dollars, then pay me what you owe.  Pay me what my


10        policy is.  A billion dollars?  Then pay me the billion


11        dollars.


12  Q.    The policy would pay you for the value of the contents


13        inside, and you're saying that's worth a billion


14        dollars?


15  A.    That's what you said.  You said if I had -- you said if


16        I had a insurance policy for the contents of the inside


17        and it was worth a billion dollars would I want a


18        billion dollars.  I would want what the policy is


19        supposed to pay.  That's what I want. 


20  Q.    And that's not---


21  A.    And if it says a billion dollars, I want a billion


22        dollars.


23  Q.    My question is let's say the insurance policy was


24        unlimited, but they had to pay you for the value of the


25        contents in the house.  What would you be asking them
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1        to pay you?


2  A.    You just asked me the same question, but if it's


3        unlimited, I want unlimited funds.


4  Q.    And, again, under this scenario the policy would


5        actually be paying you for the value.


6  A.    Well, put a value.  You just said---


7  Q.    I'm asking you.


8  A.    You just said -- and I just told you priceless, and you


9        said unlimited.  So I'm still stuck at priceless.


10  Q.    Well, I need to know what the value of priceless is to


11        you.  If it was unlimited but they were only paying you


12        -- they were only required to pay you for what the


13        value of the contents were and that could be anywhere,


14        but they're specifically paying you for the value of


15        the contents in the house, what would that be?


16  A.    I think you're still trying to -- I think you're going


17        in circles with your question.  I keep telling you


18        priceless.  I think you want me to -- I think what you


19        want me to do is give you a dollar amount.  That's what


20        -- I think that's what you're asking me.  I keep


21        telling you priceless.  So I don't -- I can't -- right


22        now at this point in time I can't put a price on it. 


23        Maybe if I -- if I consult with experts and I say how


24        much is a picture of my father that died worth, how


25        much is this leather jacket that my father left me, how
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1        much is that worth, and they could tell me, Rodney,


2        that jacket right there probably worth X amount of


3        dollars.  So I'm not afford -- what happened, I don't


4        have the luxury to go and pick my items out and get


5        them appraised at this time and say, look, this -- this


6        box of comic books is worth, oh, my goodness, you know


7        what you got?  Do you know what you got here?  I don't


8        have that luxury anymore to take that item and say,


9        look, appraise this box and tell me what it's worth. 


10        Appraise these cards.  Appraise this, appraise that.  I


11        don't have the luxury of that anymore.  So it's hard


12        for me to say how much something would be worth when I


13        don't have it in front of me to get it appraised.


14  Q.    And you can't even give me a ballpark figure of the


15        value of the contents?


16  A.    I really -- to be honest, at this time without being a


17        expert, I probably could go on and find a expert that


18        could tell me, look, you know what you had?  You had


19        something.  You really had something.  So I don't know


20        at this time.  But until I get a expert -- I'm not a


21        expert.  Until I get a expert opinion on it, I can tell


22        you later.  I don't know at this time.


23  Q.    Any other details about the value of the contents


24        inside the house that you can give?


25  A.    I'm not understanding your question.  
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1  Q.    Can you give me any other details other than what


2        you've already given me about the value of the contents


3        inside the house before it was demolished?


4  A.    I just told you priceless.  So that's what I said. 


5        Priceless.


6  Q.    Okay.  The 2021 contract, I understand that you allege


7        that your lawyer at the time who was Billy Garrett --


8        is that correct?


9  A.    At this time I'm not going to -- I'm going to invoke


10        attorney-client privileges.  So anything about a


11        attorney I don't have anything to answer.  I don't---


12  Q.    Well, I'm just asking you if Billy Garrett represented


13        you.


14  A.    Billy Garrett represented me throughout the years.


15  Q.    Okay.  And he represented you in regard to the


16        execution of that contract.  Correct?


17  A.    Billy Garrett assist with the contract.  So he -- he


18        was -- I mentioned it to him, and he was assisting with


19        the contract.


20  Q.    I don't want you to tell me anything that he said


21        that's privileged, but you state here that both Billy


22        Garrett and I pressured you to sign a new contract. 


23        Explain that.


24  A.    When did I say that?


25  Q.    It's in paragraph 70.
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1  A.    Could you -- could you show me that?


2  Q.    Sure.  


3  A.    Let's see what I said.


4  Q.    It's in paragraph 70 of your answer and counterclaim. 


5        "Defendant's attorney spoke with plaintiff's attorney." 


6        Okay?  And to get you to -- to defendant's attorney. 


7        You represent that you had an attorney.  "Defendant's


8        attorney" -- and you're the defendant.  Correct?


9  A.    Yes, sir.


10  Q.    -- "spoke with plaintiff's attorney, and then both


11        improperly pressured defendant to sign a new contract


12        to purchase both lots that made up the property for a


13        new price of $95,000."  Explain how you were improperly


14        pressured.


15  A.    Okay.  I was improperly pressured by you.  I met you


16        and you told me that you had a contract for me to sign


17        and if I didn't sign it that you was going to have to


18        start the eviction process.  In that meeting you


19        brought up -- I felt threatened by you.  You said that


20        I'm going to have to start the eviction process if we


21        can't get this done.  You repeated it throughout the


22        conversation probably five, six times.  We're going to


23        have to start eviction.  So I was pressured by you


24        first of all.  And -- and on Billy's -- on behalf about


25        the attorney that you just spoke of, the pressure from
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1        him wasn't as your pressure.  The pressure with him was


2        he didn't want to pursue any kind of legal action.  So,


3        therefore, if I did sign, I would be left out without


4        representation.  So, in other words, I felt pressured


5        because I'm going up against one of the biggest and


6        oldest companies in Greenwood County history.  I'm


7        going up against one of the well-known names, one of


8        the families with the namesake of one of the most


9        popular men in Greenwood and he has his namesake, J.C.


10        Self, III.  And I felt pressured in that contract


11        because for the eviction.  And I didn't -- and I didn't


12        know all my rights at that time.  I didn't know that I


13        had a binding -- the 2003 contract was still binding. 


14        It was a legal contract that had never been -- it never


15        -- it had never been legally defaulted.  There was


16        never any actions on this 2003 contract.  So at that


17        time I didn't realize all my rights under this 2003


18        contract.  So, and -- and under the impression that


19        Billy didn't want to represent me anymore, well, didn't


20        want to represent me against all this issue, I felt


21        pressured into signing, less pressure by Billy, more


22        pressure by you.  And actually I just felt threatened


23        by you and the president of Greenwood Mills.  Actually


24        you're not only the attorney for Greenwood Mills,


25        you're the mayor of the city.  So I'm looking at it,
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1        I'm looking at the powers that be.  It was a lot of


2        pressure.  I was -- I felt intimidated.  I felt under


3        duress.  I didn't have a gun to my head to sign, but


4        just looking at it, it was a gun there.  The way -- how


5        big Greenwood Mills is, the power that they have, the


6        mayor of the city.  So I was pressured.  I felt


7        pressured by you, Greenwood Mills, Billy not so much. 


8        Billy just was almost like somebody that was just


9        trying to just help with -- assist with the situation. 


10        And I think in all honesty Billy was pressured by you,


11        and I think Billy was pressured by Greenwood Mills.  I


12        think Billy felt some type of way about this being that


13        he's in Greenwood.  So I don't put the pressure on


14        Billy Garrett at all.  I just think Billy Garrett


15        wanted to do -- try to do what's -- help me in the


16        situation and not get hisself involved in a


17        compromising position with you being the mayor of


18        Greenwood and Greenwood Mills being one of the biggest


19        oldest companies.  Look at Greenwood -- Greenwood Mills


20        owns -- at one point in time Greenwood Mills -- the


21        intimidation that I felt and the pressure was everybody


22        in Greenwood that's from Greenwood either worked at


23        Greenwood Mills, had a family member that worked at


24        Greenwood Mills.  Surrounding -- Greenwood Mills mill


25        village.  Look at Greenwood.  Greenwood is really built
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1        and grown by Greenwood Mills.  Greenwood Mills is


2        really the -- the staple of Greenwood.  So I felt


3        pressured from all of that being over my head knowing


4        that if I didn't do this, if I didn't sign this


5        contract, I'm facing to get a eviction, and I didn't


6        know I had legal rights under this contract.  So yeah,


7        I felt pressured to sign the 2021 contract. 


8  Q.    Any other ways you were improperly pressured?


9  A.    Yes.  I mean, I asked for a extension.  I told -- it


10        was a lot of weight on me.  We was trying -- we kept


11        running into road blocks.  The appraiser said it was


12        going to be 30 days.  He was -- he had to do a airplane


13        strip and it was going to be 30 days before he could do


14        a survey.  The appraisal that the lender requested,


15        they said it was going to be 45 days.  I asked could I


16        get another appraisal.  They said if I got one they


17        still wouldn't go by -- it had to be somebody that they


18        recommend.  So it was a lot of things that was


19        pressuring me before and after that contract.  I asked


20        for a extension.  I even reached out to a family member


21        that's associates of yours, and they said that you


22        refused to give any leeway.  So I tried my best to


23        comply.  Everything that Greenwood Mills asked me to do


24        I did even though I didn't -- I thought that -- that


25        contract wasn't -- it was -- to me it was -- it was
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1        just a unjust contract, but I still tried to perform


2        under the contract, but your client or yourself gave me


3        no leeway, didn't even try to help me in any way.  It


4        was a dispute over the property before, and you know I


5        filed a lis pendens on that property.  So I disagreed


6        with that contract from the start.  So yes, I was


7        pressured into signing it.  It was a disagreement with


8        that property about that 2003 contract.  You stated


9        that the 2003 contract never included all the property,


10        but the 2021 contract does.  I had a dispute about that


11        before I signed that contract, and I made it of record


12        before I did it.  And I -- actually I listed the


13        description of the property.  So it's filed as record


14        that you're aware of that I had a dispute before I


15        signed that contract.  So that dispute should have been


16        resolved before.  Somebody should have said on


17        Greenwood Mills' part let's get a survey, let's prove


18        it.  Matter of fact, I'm going to back up.  The meeting


19        that me and you had before the signing of the 2003


20        contract, you said undoubtedly -- this is what you


21        said, and I quote.  Undoubtedly it would be a formal


22        survey on the property to make sure everybody's in


23        agreement of what's being sold.  That's what you told


24        me.  It was never done.  So I feel that it should have


25        been a lot of more due diligence on Greenwood Mills'


351349350352353344343







Deposition of Rodney Louis White


864-467-1373
LEGAL EAGLE


99


1        part before I signed that contract.  So to answer your


2        question again, I felt pressured in a lot of different


3        ways.


4  Q.    Any other ways other than what you've already told me?


5  A.    Probably numerous amount of ways.  I mean, that, just


6        being the pressure of it, thinking that I'm going to


7        lose the property because if I'm forced to sign it.  It


8        was a lot of stuff.  So I felt pressured.  Yes, sir, I


9        did.


10  Q.    Any other ways?


11  A.    I think that's a big -- that's a lot of ways.  I mean,


12        I don't know.  That's a lot of ways.


13  Q.    So any other ways other than what you've already told


14        me?


15  A.    There probably are.  There probably are, but at this


16        time I can't remember all of them.


17  Q.    And the person you mentioned that reached out to me is


18        Roy Norman?


19  A.    Correct. 


20  Q.    All right.


21  A.    Well, I'm assuming.  I'm assuming it was Roy.  


22  Q.    Who did you reach out to?  


23  A.    I reached out to Roy.  


24  Q.    Okay.  Any permits for any of the work that you did on


25        the property?


352350351353354345344







Deposition of Rodney Louis White


864-467-1373
LEGAL EAGLE


100


1  A.    No.  Again, I was advised that it was no -- it wasn't


2        needed.


3  Q.    Anything you want to add that I haven't asked you?


4  A.    Do I want to add?  Oh, yeah, I want to add a lot.  I


5        want to ask you did you -- when I asked for a extension


6        why didn't I get granted a extension?


7  Q.    Well, this isn't an opportunity for you to ask me


8        questions.


9  A.    Oh, okay.  Okay.


10  Q.    I'm just asking you if there's anything you wanted to


11        add that I haven't already asked you.


12  A.    I don't think it is.


13  Q.    All right.  And how are you set up with your lawyer? 


14        Who's paying your legal fees? 


15  A.    Who's paying them?  Actually I'm -- I'm paying them. 


16        I'm paying them myself.


17  Q.    And your income is from -- is anybody paying you to pay


18        them?


19  A.    No, they're not.  And since you brought it up, I'll


20        elaborate.  I'm in debt now.  Because of this situation


21        I'm in debt in legal fees.  So I'm behind that I got to


22        come up with legal fees.  I got to come up with money


23        to pay legal fees.  So to answer your question, this is


24        a burden on me, a real big burden, because had you


25        stopped all this in the beginning, I wouldn't be
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1        tangled up with legal fees, and now I got to figure out


2        a way to pay legal fees.  So, and I'm making -- and my


3        lawyers are graciously allowing me to make payments on


4        the -- on the legal fees.  So if that helps you with


5        your question.


6  Q.    Do you have any lawyers other than Ms. McConoughey?


7  A.    Yes, I do.


8  Q.    Who's that?


9  A.    You met him.  You met him in court.  Professor Spitz.


10  Q.    Anybody else?


11  A.    Not at this time.


12  Q.    Is Professor Spitz charging you, also?


13  A.    I mean, he's a lawyer and I got him on retainer.  Yes,


14        he is.


15  Q.    All right.  Anybody that you're in debt to other than


16        your lawyers?


17  A.    I'm in debt to myself right now, because I've made a


18        lot of promises to myself to take care of stuff.  So


19        I'm in debt with myself.


20  Q.    Anybody else?


21  A.    I mean, can you---


22  Q.    Anybody other than your---


23  A.    No, I'm not in debt to anybody else.


24  Q.    Okay.  I don't have any questions.  Thank you. 


25  MS. MCCONOUGHEY: 
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1        Can we take like a two-minute break and then come right


2        back?


3  MR. SMITH: 


4        Sure.


5  (Off the Record; 3:01 -- 3:02 PM)


6  EXAMINATION BY MS. MCCONOUGHEY:


7  Q.    Rodney, does ASK Enterprises own property in


8        Greenville?


9  A.    Yes, it does.


10  Q.    Is there a lawsuit pending about that property in


11        Greenville concerning a mortgage that was on the


12        property before ASK bought it?


13  A.    Say that again?


14  Q.    Is there a lawsuit pending in Greenville that involves


15        ASK Enterprises? 


16  MR. SMITH:


17        Object to the form.


18  EXAMINATION RESUMED BY MS. MCCONOUGHEY:


19  A.    I think -- I think it is, but I haven't been served any


20        kind of papers or any kind of legal actions on that. 


21        So I don't know the status of that.  If it is a pending


22        lawsuit, I haven't been served a subpoena or anything


23        about that lawsuit, but I don't -- I'm not 100 percent


24        if it's one or not.  I haven't been served.


25  Q.    Okay.  That's all.  
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1  MR. SMITH: 


2        I don't have anything else.  Thank you.


3  COURT REPORTER:


4        Rachel, do you need a copy of this transcript?


5  MS. MCCONOUGHEY: 


6        Sure.


7  COURT REPORTER:


8        And what about reading and signing?


9  MS. MCCONOUGHEY: 


10        No, we'll waive.


11  MR. SMITH: 


12        I'll take a transcript, too.


13  (THERE BEING NO FURTHER QUESTIONS, THIS DEPOSITION CONCLUDED


14  AT 3:03 PM.)
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