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Subject: NOTICE OF APPEAL - M. Christine Gregory v. Bruce"s Bar & Grill (2017), Inc., Bruce"s Bar & Grill of the Valley,
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Notice of Appeal.pdf

*** EXTERNAL EMAIL: This email originated from outside the organization. Please
exercise caution before clicking any links or opening attachments. ***

Good afternoon,
 
Attached for filing and service please find Appellants Bruce's Bar & Grill of the Valley,
Bruce's Bar of Warrenville and Bruce E. Yaun, Jr.’s Notice of Appeal in the above-
referenced matter along with accompanying materials.  A copy of the filing fee will be
hand-delivered.  
 
Thank you,
 

Brittany Funderburk |
Legal Assistant to J. Ryan Oates,
Brian L. Craven, and Mary C. Eldridge
Sweeny, Wingate & Barrow, P.A.

1515 Lady St.  (29201)
PO Box  12129
Columbia, SC  29211

T: 803-217-3441
F: 803-256-9177
Web  | Email

 
This message may be confidential and protected by the attorney/client, attorney work product or other privileges. 
It is intended only for the use of the individual named above and the privileges are not waived by virtue of this
having been sent by electronic mail.  If the person actually receiving this electronic mail, or any other reader of such
electronic mail, is not the intended recipient, any use, dissemination, distribution, or copying of the communication
is strictly prohibited.  If you received this message in error, please send a reply, delete the message immediately, and
do not forward this message to any other person. 
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THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA
In The Court of Appeals


__________________________________


APPEAL FROM AIKEN COUNTY
Court of Common Pleas


The Honorable Courtney Clyburn Pope, Circuit Court Judge
__________________________________


Case No.: 2023CP0201918
__________________________________


M. Christine Gregory, Plaintiff/Respondent


vs.


Bruce's Bar & Grill (2017), Inc., Bruce's Bar & Grill of the Valley, Bruce's Bar of Warrenville,
Bruce E. Yaun, Jr., and Donald Ray Gibbs, II,


OF WHICH


Bruce’s Bar & Grill of the Valley is Defendant/Appellant.


__________________________________


PROOF OF SERVICE
__________________________________


I, the undersigned of the law offices of Sweeny, Wingate & Barrow, PA, attorney for


Appellants Bruce's Bar & Grill of the Valley, Bruce's Bar of Warrenville and Bruce E. Yaun, Jr., do


hereby certify that the Notice of Appeal has been served on all counsel to this appeal. The notice


has been served by email sent to the addresses below:


William O. Sweeny, IV, Esquire, billy@attorney-sc.com
SC Injury Law LLC
10 Westedge St, Suite 725
Charleston, SC 29403
Attorney for Plaintiff M. Christine Gregory


Attorney for Plaintiff



mailto:billy@attorney-sc.com
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Anthony S. Massey, Esquire, shane@masseylawsc.com
Massey & Massey, LLC
711 Main Street
Edgefield, SC 29824


Attorney for Donald Ray Gibbs, II


s/ Mary Cothonneau Eldridge
Mark S. Barrow, SC Bar No. 7821
Marshall C. Crane, SC Bar No. 102679
Mary Cothonneau Eldridge, SC Bar No. 102698
Sweeny, Wingate & Barrow, P.A.
Post Office Box 12129
Columbia, SC  29211
(803) 256-2233


ATTORNEYS FOR DEFENDANTS AND
APPELLANTS BRUCE’S BAR & GRILL
(2017), INC., BRUCE’S BAR & GRILL OF THE
VALLEY, BRUCE’S BAR OF WARRENVILLE,
AND BRUCE E. YUAN, JR.


Columbia, South Carolina


June 12, 2026



mailto:shane@masseylawsc.com






T 803-256-2233 F 803-256-9177 1515 LADY ST. (29201) POST OFFICE BOX 12129 COLUMBIA, SC 29211


June 12, 2026


Reply to: Main Office


Mary Cothonneau Eldridge
(803) 256-2233
mce@swblaw.com


VIA EMAIL:
The Honorable Jenny Abbott Kitchings
Clerk, South Carolina Court of Appeals
Post Office Box 11629
Columbia, South Carolina 29211


RE: Gregory v. Bruce's Bar & Grill of the Valley and Bruce E. Yaun, Jr., et al.
Appellate No.: 2023CP0201918
Our File: 1080-15144


Dear Ms. Kitchings:


Enclosed please find the following for filing in the above referenced matter:


1. Notice of Appeal
2. Proof of Service
3. $250.00 Filing Fee (Check to be delivered by hand under separate cover)


Thank you for your assistance in this matter.


Yours truly,


SWEENY, WINGATE & BARROW, P.A.


Mary Cothonneau Eldridge


MCE/baf
Enclosures,
cc: All Counsel of Record, via email.



mailto:mce@swblaw.com


























SCRCP Form 4CE (08/31/2017)                                                                                                                    Page 1 of 2  
  


  


  


  


FORM 4  


STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA        JUDGMENT IN A CIVIL CASE  


COUNTY OF       


IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS      CASE NO.        
 


 


      


  


      


PLAINTIFF(S)  DEFENDANT(S) 
 


 


DISPOSITION TYPE (CHECK ONE) 


 JURY VERDICT. This action came before the court for a trial by jury.  The issues 


have been tried and a verdict rendered. 
 


 DECISION BY THE COURT.  This action came to trial or hearing before the court. 


The issues have been tried or heard and a decision rendered.  
 


 ACTION DISMISSED (CHECK REASON):  Rule 12(b), SCRCP;  Rule 41(a), 


SCRCP (Vol. Nonsuit);  Rule 43(k), SCRCP (Settled); 


 Other       
 


 ACTION STRICKEN (CHECK REASON):  Rule 40(j), SCRCP;  Bankruptcy; 


 Binding arbitration, subject to right to restore to confirm, vacate or modify 


      arbitration award;  


   Other       
 


  STAYED DUE TO BANKRUPTCY 


 


  DISPOSITION OF APPEAL TO THE CIRCUIT COURT (CHECK APPLICABLE BOX): 


   Affirmed;   Reversed;   Remanded;   


 Other        
   


  NOTE:  ATTORNEYS ARE RESPONSIBLE FOR NOTIFYING LOWER COURT, TRIBUNAL, OR 


ADMINISTRATIVE AGENCY OF THE CIRCUIT COURT RULING IN THIS APPEAL.  


IT IS ORDERED AND ADJUDGED:  See attached order (formal order to follow)  Statement of Judgment 


by the Court:  


 


ORDER INFORMATION 


This order  ends  does not end the case.                                                   See Page 2 for additional information.  


  


For Clerk of Court Office Use Only  
 


 


This judgment was electronically entered by the Clerk of Court as reflected on the Electronic Time Stamp, and a 


copy mailed first class to any party not proceeding in the Electronic Filing System on                         . 


 


  


  


  


  


  


  


  


NAMES OF TRADITIONAL FILERS SERVED BY MAIL 


06/09/2026


2023CP0201918
Aiken


M Christine Gregory Bruces Bar & Grill Of The Valley , defendant, et al


This case was tried on the week of 10/20/2025. Defendant's motions for JNOV, New Trial 
Absolute, New Trial Nisi Remittitur, or a new trial pursuant to the Thirteenth Juror Doctrine 
were heard on 12/17/2025. Defendant also requested the Court to review the punitive 
damages awarded by the jury. The Court finds that the punitive damages are reasonable 
pursuant to S.C. Code Ann. § 15-32-520. Defedant's motions are denied. 
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Court Reporter:       
 
E-Filing Note:  The date of Entry of Judgment is the same date as reflected on the Electronic File Stamp and the clerk's 


entering of the date of judgment above is not required in those counties. The clerk will mail a copy of the judgment to 


parties who are not E-Filers or who are appearing pro se. See Rule 77(d), SCRCP.  
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Aiken Common Pleas


Case Caption: M Christine Gregory VS   Bruces Bar & Grill Of The Valley ,
defendant, et al


Case Number: 2023CP0201918


Type: Order/Electronic Form 4


So Ordered


The Honorable Courtney Clyburn Pope


Electronically signed on 2026-06-09 12:50:03     page 3 of 3
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		Verdict Form

		Form 4 - DF's Post Trial Motions Denied
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THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA
In The Court of Appeals


__________________________________


APPEAL FROM AIKEN COUNTY
Court of Common Pleas


The Honorable Courtney Clyburn Pope, Circuit Court Judge
__________________________________


Case No.: 2023CP0201918
__________________________________


M. Christine Gregory, Plaintiff/Respondent


vs.


Bruce's Bar & Grill (2017), Inc., Bruce's Bar & Grill of the Valley, Bruce's Bar of Warrenville,
Bruce E. Yaun, Jr., and Donald Ray Gibbs, II,


OF WHICH


Bruce’s Bar & Grill of the Valley is Defendant/Appellant.


__________________________________


NOTICE OF APPEAL
__________________________________


Defendant/Appellant Bruce’s Bar & Grill of the Valley, appeals the Order and Judgment


dated October 27, 2025, and the Order of the Honorable Courtney Clyburn Pope Denying


Appellant’s Motions for JNOV, New Trial Absolute, New Trial Nisi Remittitur, or New Trial


Pursuant to the Thirteenth Juror Doctrine, dated June 9, 2026.


Appellants received written notice of the Order Denying the Post-Trial Motions on June 9,


2026.
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Respectfully submitted,


SWEENY, WINGATE & BARROW, P.A.


s/ Mary Cothonneau Eldridge
Ryan C. Holt
Brian L. Craven
Mary Cothonneau Eldridge
Sweeny, Wingate & Barrow, P.A.
Post Office Box 12129
Columbia, SC  29211
(803) 256-2233


ATTORNEYS FOR
DEFENDANT/APPELLANT BRUCE’S
BAR & GRILL OF THE VALLEY


Columbia, South Carolina


June 12, 2026






