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2 


P-R-O-C-E-E-D-I-N-G-S 


THE COURT: Ms. Waller, you're recognized. 


MS. WALLER: Your Honor, this is the State of 


South Carolina v. Abdullah Seifullah. It is True Billed 


Indictment Numbers 2025-GS-26-02863 for murder; -02862 for 


possession of a weapon during a violent crime; and -02864 


for criminal conspiracy. 


It's my understanding that this is Mr. Seifullah, 


he's represented by Mr. Johnny Gardner, he's present, this 


is their motion to dismiss the case. 


THE COURT: I'll be glad to hear from you. Yes, 


sir. 


MR. GARDNER: Thank you, Your Honor. 


Judge, we filed a written motion and I believe you 


have a copy of that. I also have some additional documents, 


that most of these I got from the Solicitor and she's got a 


copy, I want to make sure that she does, and I'd like to 


hand those up to you if that's okay. 


May I approach, Judge? 


THE COURT: Yes. 


(WHEREUPON, Court's Exhibit Numbers 1 and 2 were 


marked for identification.) 


THE COURT: All right. I'll be glad to hear from 


Defense. Yes, sir. 


MR. GARDNER: Thank you, Your Honor, I appreciate 
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it. 


I don't think I've ever argued a motion before 


where the judge had already heard the same issue relatively 


the same facts and ruled, but I think that our case is a 


little bit different. I would like to put these things on 


the record that we know about the motion, I believe is part 


of the record, and that is that we've alleged that 


South Carolina failed to bring my client, Abdullah 


Seifullah, to trial within the time afforded under the IAD, 


which is 180 days from the time that South Carolina was 


aware of that -- 120 days. 


So, Judge, what I would also like to point out is 


that a couple of things that make this case different than 


the one you heard before. What is the same is the 


allegations involved in the indictment occurred in 2023. It 


is undisputed that South Carolina knew that my client was in 


Connecticut in 2023. They had made phone calls and other· 


communications with Connecticut. 


In fact, there's an allegation there was a 


Governor's Warrant, I don't have a copy of that, but I don't 


think the State is going to object or disagree that there 


was a Governor's Warrant, whether or not it was signed by 


Connecticut, we happen to know it confirmed, but we do know 


that South Carolina knew he was there, knew everything about 


him. We know that he pled guilty, skipping ahead, on or 
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about November 20th of 2024. And if you added the days from 


that date he should have been tried no later than May 19th 


of this year. 


So based on that, I put that on the record, ask 


that you dismiss these charges with prejudice based on the 


violation of the IAD. 


With the Court's indulgence, Your Honor? 


There is a Governor's Warrant, but we understand 


that's a different issue under the law, but the reason I 


bring it to the Court's attention is because there's no 


dispute over it and it shows that the State was aware. And 


I think by the State, by the packet that we introduced into 


evidence, the State would concede that they were aware that 


he was in Connecticut in 2023. They tried to get him in 


2023, for a reason they didn't get him in 2023, they didn't 


get him in 2024, but they should have known that he pled 


guilty in November, on November 20th, on or about of 2024, 


that way he was available then at that time. They should 


have brought him then, they should have brought him to trial 


no later than May 19th. Those numbers work, and that's our 


case, and I don't see any other alternative but to grant the 


motion to dismiss. 


THE COURT: I'll be glad to hear from the State. 


MS. WALLER: Your Honor, it's the State's position 


that the defense in confusing the Governor's Warrant process 
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process is a process whereby two states can cooperate to 


bring a defendant back to face justice in another state. 


South Carolina did attempt to get custody of 


5 


Mr. Seifullah through the Governor's Warrant process. I do 


not know if Connecticut ever signed the warrant. What I do 


know is that they called and said they wanted to adjudicate 


their charges before they would be willing to send him back. 


There are no statutory requirements in regard to the 


Governor's Warrant even if it was signed where the State of 


South Carolina is not under any obligation to bring the 


defendant back within a certain timeframe. And, as a matter 


of fact, unless Connecticut voluntarily sends him we don't 


have any mechanism to do that. We can't go take him without 


Connecticut's permission. 


Once the defendant was adjudicated in Connecticut, 


meaning that his charges had a final resolution and he was 


an incarcerated inmate, which I do believe based on my 


research occurred on November 20th, this defendant had the 


right to request under the Interstate Detainer Act that he 


be transported to South Carolina to face these charges. 


Once he made that request the statutory time 


constraints of the Interstate Detainer Act came into play. 


The 100 -- it's 100 -- the State of South Carolina has 180 


days to try this defendant from the date South Carolina 
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received actual notice of his request. 


If you look at the packet Mr. Gardner handed up 


you'll see a certified mail receipt. The request was sent 


from Connecticut to our sheriff. It is postmarked 


January 6, 2025. There's no way the State of South Carolina 


could have notice of his request prior to receiving -- prior 


to the letter being postmarked when they sent it. 


The Solicitor's office actually got notice on 


June 14th which I believe you'll see an email in that packet 


as well that indicates that. Based on my math the State is 


well within its 180-day timeframe to try this case if we go 


to trial on June 2nd. 


I believe if you go by the postmark date we have 


at least until July, I can't recall the exact date, but it's 


sometime in July, Your Honor. And I believe that's a 


correct interpretation of the Interstate Detainer Act. 


The defendant mentioned 120 days, the time limit 


in the Interstate Detainer Act, which you can read, is a 


120 days if the State of South Carolina requests after the 


adjudication and they're sent back, but at this point the 


State of South Carolina -- and it's 120 days from the date 


the defendant arrives in the State of South Carolina. He 


arrived here on February 14th, we would still be within that 


120 days. But that provision of the Interstate Detainer Act 


does not apply to this circumstance because as you'll see in 
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that packet you should have in the Court's Exhibit the 


defendant's request to be brought back to South Carolina 


under the Interstate Detainer Act, you'll see that he signed 


that on December 20th, 2024. And then it was signed again 


on December 26, 2024. And you can see very clearly it is 


his request asking the State of South Carolina to bring him 


back pursuant to the rules of the Interstate Detainer Act. 


And we have done that and are ready, willing, and able to go 


to court and go to trial next Monday. 


MR. GARDNER: Judge, I'd just like to put a couple 


of things on the record. Number 1, that is accurate as far 


as him signing the paperwork, but he was an inmate at that 


time. He could not sign the paperwork until it was brought 


to him. It's undisputed that he had been trying to get this 


done prior to December, prior to November. 


Under the Interstate -- the IAD is it's for 


inmates, we understand that. He was an inmate, officially 


pled guilty, officially on or about November the 20th, 


that's the date that we should be calculated on. And just 


because the administrative paperwork wasn't signed until 


December 26th, that's beyond his control. He's the one that 


asked for it, he's been asking for it for over a year and he 


doesn't have any access to get the paperwork brought to him, 


he doesn't have the forms, he can't do anything because he's 


a prisoner, an inmate. 
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Once the Department of Corrections in Connecticut 


brought him the paperwork and they sent it to South 


Carolina, that's what she's -- the Solicitor is going by. 


But what we should do, what equity, and what the law and the 


interpretation should be is, when would he when did he 


qualify under this act? He qualified when he became an 


inmate because the Solicitor says he doesn't get the benefit 


of the Governor's Warrant because he -- that's only by 


agreement, Connecticut didn't agree because he wasn't an 


inmate he was just waiting for trial or disposition. 


So once he gets the disposition, that should start 


the clock, that was November 20th. If you start the clock 


on November 20th, 180 days expires on May 19th. 


MS. WALLER: Your Honor, just as Mr. Seifullah had 


no control over when the Connecticut Department of 


Corrections handed him the paperwork to make his request 


neither, did the State of South Carolina. The law requires 


us to bring him back at his request when we receive actual 


notice that date is January 14th, 2025. Even if you 


calculate, I just did it from the date of the postmark of 


the envelope, we still have until July 5, 2025 to try him. 


So I do not believe that the date that he -- he 


was not entitled to the paperwork until his was adjudicated 


November 20th, but when Connecticut gave him that paperwork, 


I have no way to know that. Although, I will say it 
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happened rather quickly because he had it in hand no later 


than December of 2024. 


THE COURT: All right. I specifically find that 


the State is within the 180 day prescribed time amount and 


the 120 days. And I think it's important to note what the 


State has already put on the record is they're ready to try 


this on Monday. And these time limits I don't believe 


should be used as a weapon to dismiss a case. I think it's 


to ensure that the case is tried in a timely fashion. 


All of those things taken into consideration the 


motion to dismiss is denied. I'm going to ask that you 


prepare an order consistent with your presentation here 


today and consistent with the previous order. 


MS. WALLER: Thank you. 


THE COURT: And I wish you the best of luck. 


You're protected on the record in all respects. It might be 


that the Appellate Court agrees with you and takes the 


position I'm wrong but you're protected on the record. Your 


lawyer's done a very fine job putting everything in the 


record for appellate review. Good luck to you. 


MR. GARDNER: Judge, if I may, I'd like to put one 


more thing on the record, if I may? 


THE COURT: Yes. 


MR. GARDNER: Not about your ruling. Not an 


objection or argument with your rule. 
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I'd just like to put on the record that I believe 


that the Solicitor said that Mr. Seifullah arrived in South 


Carolina on February 14, 2025, and I was appointed to 


represent him on April 2nd of this year. I received the 


first tranche of discovery on April 22 of this year. And 


today is May 29th, so that's a little over a month I've had 


this case. 


THE COURT: What is the State's position? 


MS. WALLER: Your Honor, I believe Mr. Gardner is 


asking -- is going to ask you for a continuance. 


MR. GARDNER: Let me interrupt you, I'm so sorry. 


MS. WALLER: I'm sorry, go ahead. 


MR. GARDNER: I'm putting that on the record 


because my client is going to tell you he does not want a 


continuance and I'm going to leave that up to the two of 


y'all, but for the record this is the chronological state of 


events regarding my representation. He came here 


February 14th, I was appointed March 2nd. I received the 


first wave, and I'm talking about there is a lot of 


discovery in this, there is some expert issues with DNA, 


cellphone technology, many, many video tapes, many, many 


body cams, all of that stuff. Voluminous would be an 


understatement. 


I got the first wave of that April 22nd. I 


continued to get discovery as the case develops and 
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develops. So I've had the case approximately five weeks and 


I'm putting that on the record. My client would like to 


address the court and say he does not want a continuance. 


THE COURT: Yes, sir. I'll be glad to hear from 


you. And you can stand and I'll be glad to hear from you as 


to whether or not you want your trial to be delayed or do 


you want a trial starting next week? 


THE DEFENDANT: I don't want my trial to be 


delayed. I've been here. It's been delayed already for 


over a year. And what she's saying is inaccurate on what 


you've already ruled on. It seems as if the Governor's 


Warrant has no weight or value. If that's the case, what is 


it for? And in my transfer from Connecticut, the Prosecutor 


said that IAD was going to go into effect it was, because 


they were in talks with the Solicitors down here, but for 


whatever reason that's not being honored. So now I don't 


want this to be prolonged any longer, I want it to go to 


trial. 


THE COURT: All right. In view of your request, 


we'll accommodate your request and we'll be ready for trial. 


Is the State ready? 


MS. WALLER: Yes, sir. We're ready. 


THE COURT: Very good. Well, good luck to you. 


END OF REQUESTED PROCEEDINGS 
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7 Exhibit 78 Dana Maldonado Cellebrite Report 299 299 


8 Exhibit 79 SLED Chain of Custody 337 337 


9 Exhibit 80 SLED Firearms Report 338 338 


10 Exhibit 81 SLED DNA Report Supplemental 356 356 


11 Exhibit 82 Accident Body Cam 192 192 


12 Exhibit 83 Kangas PowerPoint 302 302 


13 Exhibit 84 P.F. Check-in Screen 187 187 


14 Exhibit 85 P.F. Photo of member 187 187 


15 Exhibit 86 Search Warrant-(Pretrial) 42 62 


16 Exhibit 87 SLED Test Fires 340 340 


17 Exhibit 88 Photo 201 201 


18 Exhibit 89 Photo 201 201 


19 Exhibit 90 Photo 201 201 


20 Exhibit 91 A.S. P.F. red bag 185 185 


21 Exhibit 92 A.S. P.F. zoomed restroom 185 185 


22 Exhibit 93 A.S. P.F. entrance 185 185 


23 Exhibit 94 camera door open 202 202 


24 Exhibit 95 Photo 135 135 


25 Exhibit 98 Black Visa Debit A.S. 276 276 
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P-R-O-C-E-E-D-I-N-G-S 


(Whereupon proceedings convened Monday, June 2, 2025) 


1 


2 


3 MS. WALLER: Your Honor, the State of South Carolina 


4 versus Abdullah Seifullah. I believe I gave Your Honor my 


5 copies of the indictments. May I borrow them? 


6 


7 


THE COURT: Yes, you may. 


MS. WALLER: Thank you. Your Honor, this is State of 


8 South Carolina versus Abdullah Seifullah. He's charged at true 


9 billed indictment numbers 2025-GS-26-02863 for murder; for true 


10 billed indictment ending in 02862, possession of weapon during 


11 the commission of a violent crime; and indictment ending in 


12 02684 for criminal conspiracy. 


13 (Voir Dire) 


14 THE COURT: Ladies and gentlemen, I hold in my hand 


15 three separate distinct indictments, and I want to explain, the 


16 indictments bear absolutely no evidentiary value, whatsoever. 


17 As Mr. Seifullah is seated at the defense table over there, 


18 he's presumed to be just as innocent as me or you. We start 


19 from that frame of reference. The allegations which gave rise 


20 to these charges took place on June 19, 2023 in the Carolina 


21 Forest area here in Horry County. It took place in the parking 


22 lot of Planet Fitness. I think there's a Detrick's Car Wash 


23 over there, as well, as far as orienting you, and I tell you 


24 the basic information of these allegations to determine whether 


25 or not you witnessed any events which gave rise to these 
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1 allegations, whether or not you've heard anything about it, 


2 read anything about it, and if so, please stand. Yes, sir? If 


3 you all could come forward. 


4 The following proceedings were held at the bench by 


5 Court and counsel: 


6 


7 


8 


9 


10 case. 


11 


12 


THE COURT: Yes, ma'am, your name and number? 


THE JUROR: Nicole Kennedy, number 201. 


THE COURT: 201? 


THE JUROR: Yeah. I remember hearing about this 


THE COURT: Say that again. 


THE JUROR: I remember hearing about this case when 


13 it happened. 


14 THE COURT: All right. The question is, if called 


15 upon to serve on this jury, could you set aside anything that 


16 you've read or heard about it, listen to the evidence in this 


17 case or the lack of evidence, and the law as I charge it to you 


18 and give both the State and the Defendant a fair and impartial 


19 trial? 


20 THE JUROR: I really could not, in all honesty, I 


21 really couldn't. 


22 THE COURT: All right. You're excused for the 


23 purposes of this trial only. 


24 


25 


THE JUROR: Okay. 


THE COURT: Thank you. And don't say anything about 
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1 anything to any of the jurors. 


Yes, sir? What do you know about this case? 2 


3 THE JUROR: Just what I heard. I live in Carolina 


4 Forest, so just from Facebook pages, the news and the article. 


5 I don't know the in's and out's of it. 


6 THE COURT: All right. This is the question that's 


7 most important, is if called upon to serve on this jury, could 


8 you set aside what you've heard or read on Facebook, quite 


9 often those are not accurate, and listen to the evidence in 


10 this case or the lack of evidence, and the law as I charge it 


11 to you and give both the State and the Defendant a fair and 


12 impartial trial? 


13 


14 


THE JUROR: Yeah. 


THE COURT: Okay. You're qualified to serve. Thank 


15 you. Your name and number? 


16 THE JUROR: Antonio Camino, 53. 


17 


18 


19 


THE COURT: Fifty-three, he's qualified. 


Yes, ma'am? What do you know about this case? 


THE JUROR: I know pretty much everything that's been 


20 recorded in the paper, as well as, I've looked him up and 


21 Googled him last night. I know that he should not even have 


22 been allowed out on the streets to do what he did. 


23 THE COURT: Okay. Well, if called upon to serve on 


24 this jury, could you set aside what you've heard and read and 


25 give both the State and the defense a fair and impartial trial? 
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1 


2 


3 


4 


5 


6 


7 


8 


9 


10 


this trial 


THE JUROR: 


THE COURT: 


THE JUROR: 


THE COURT: 


only. 


THE JUROR: 


THE COURT: 


THE COURT: 


THE JUROR: 


I don't think so. 


Okay. Your name and number again? 


Shannon Williams, 372. 


12 


372, she's excused for the purposes of 


Thank you. 


Thank you. 


Hey, how are you doing? 


Good. 


THE COURT: What do you know about this case? Your 


11 name and number to start with? 


12 


13 


14 


THE JUROR: 207, Aaron Kirk. 


THE COURT: Okay. 


THE JUROR: I know it happened in the gym I used to 


15 go to. My mom sent me the article and I read it, so I know a 


16 little bit about it 


17 


18 


19 


THE COURT: Okay. 


THE JUROR: -- and where it happened, the shooting. 


THE COURT: Okay. If called upon to serve on this 


20 jury, quite often what you hear and what you read in the paper 


21 and what you see on Facebook is inaccurate. If called upon to 


22 serve on this jury you will hear straight from the horse's 


23 mouth what transpired and perhaps what did not transpire, and 


24 if called upon to serve upon this jury, could you disregard 


25 anything that you had heard up until this point, listen to the 
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1 evidence or the lack of evidence, and listen to the law as I 


2 charge it to you and give both the State of South Carolina and 


3 the Defendant a fair and impartial trial? 


4 


5 


THE JUROR: I would say, no, probably. 


THE COURT: Okay. He's excused for the purposes of 


6 this trial only. 


7 


8 


9 happened. 


Yes, ma'am? 


THE JUROR: Yeah, I heard it on the news when it 


10 THE COURT: Okay. You know quite often what 


11 transpired and what they report on the news quite often is not 


12 right. If called upon to serve on this jury you'll get to hear 


13 straight from the horse's mouth, all that you need to know 


14 you'll hear in this courtroom. If called upon to serve on this 


15 jury, could you set aside what you've heard or read up until 


16 this point, listen to the evidence or the lack of evidence, 


17 listen to the law as I charge it to you and give both the State 


18 and the Defendant both a fair and impartial trial? 


19 THE JUROR: I'll try my best to do that. 


20 THE COURT: All right. You know, quite often in 


21 polite conversation we qualify what we say, but this is a 


22 situation where it has to be yes or no. Could you be fair and 


23 impartial? 


24 THE JUROR: I can't guarantee because, I mean, what 


25 I've heard on the news, I can't say for sure. 
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1 THE COURT: Okay. She's excused for the purposes of 


2 this trial only. Very good. Thank you. 


THE CLERK: And what was your juror number? 


THE JUROR: Ten. 


THE CLERK: Juror ten is excused. 


3 


4 


5 


6 


7 


8 


9 


THE COURT: How are you doing? Your name and number? 


THE JUROR: Juror number 264. 


THE COURT: Tell me what you know about this case. 


THE JUROR: I was there the night it happened, and 


10 when it happened I actually arrived at the gym shortly after 


11 and the evidence was still there and there was like this 


12 piecing about it. 


13 THE COURT: All right. Given that, I'm going to 


I 


14 excuse you for the purpose of this trial only. Thank you very 


15 much. 


16 


17 


18 


19 


20 


21 


22 


23 this case. 


24 


THE JUROR: Of course. 


THE CLERK: 264 is excused. 


THE COURT: Yes, your name and number? 


THE JUROR: Marques Hatton, 153. 


THE COURT: 153? 


THE JUROR: Yeah. 


THE COURT: All right. Tell me what you know about 


THE JUROR: I'm a member of that gym there and 


25 they're right in Carolina Forest, the next exit up, and I 
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1 partake in some back and forth communication with what would be 


2 on social media just about what had happened in the incident. 


3 THE COURT: Okay. Well, you know, quite often what 


4 you read on Facebook is inaccurate, you know that? 


5 


6 


THE JUROR: Uh-huh. 


THE COURT: And if called upon to serve on this jury, 


7 you would have to take a solemn oath to base your decision on 


8 what transpires here in this courtroom. You listen to the 


9 evidence or the lack of evidence, listen to the law as I charge 


10 it to you and give both the State and the Defendant a fair and 


11 impartial trial. Could you do that? 


12 THE JUROR: Yeah. 


13 THE COURT: All right. The fact that you are a 


14 member of Planet Fitness, would that cause you some concern and 


15 would it affect your ability to be fair and impartial, the fact 


16 that you're a member of this club? 


17 THE JUROR: I don't think so. 


18 THE COURT: Okay. Well, once again, in polite 


19 conversation we always qualify what we say, but these are 


20 matters where we have to deal in absolutes, and my question to 


21 you is, could you be fair and impartial? 


22 


23 


THE JUROR: No. 


THE COURT: All right. Very good. He's excused for 


24 purposes of this trial only. Thank you. 


25 THE CLERK: Number 153 is excused. 
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1 MR. GARDNER: Your Honor, Juror 372 said she looked 


2 him up on Google. Do you mind asking if anybody else has 


3 researched this case on Google? 


4 THE COURT: I'm gonna talk to you about that. Let me 


5 finish all of my Voir Dire, and then you can have any 


6 additional requests. 


7 MR. GARDNER: Yes, sir. 


8 THE COURT: Very good. Mr. Gardner, I'm going to ask 


9 if your client could stand and face the jury panel. Yes, sir. 


10 Thank you very much. 


11 Is anyone related to Mr. Seifullah by blood or 


12 marriage? Do you have a close social business or personal 


13 relationship with him? If so, please stand. No response. Mr. 


14 Gardner, I'm going to ask you if you could to stand and 


15 identify yourself and the members of your firm. 


16 MR. GARDNER: I'm Johnny Gardner. I've practice law 


17 here in Conway for over 30 years and I'm a solo practitioner. 


18 THE COURT: Is anyone related by blood or marriage 


19 and have a close social, business or personal relationship with 


20 Mr. Gardner, or has he represented you in the past, or does he 


21 have an ongoing case with you? If so, please stand. No 


22 response. Ms. Waller, could you stand and identify yourself 


23 and the members of your office? 


24 MS. WALLER: I'm Leigh Andrew Waller. I'm the Senior 


25 Assistant Solicitor here in the Horry County Solicitor's 
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1 Office, and I represent the State. This is Mr. George Henry 


2 Martin. He's also an Assistant Solicitor here and he also 


3 represents the State. 


4 THE COURT: Is anyone related by blood or marriage to 


5 either of these lawyers, do you have a close social, business 


6 or personal relationship? They may or may not have been 


7 involved in the private practice of law, but have they ever 


8 represented you in the past? If so, please stand. No 


9 response. I'm going to ask you to pay very close attention as 


10 I list the potential witnesses in this case, and the question 


11 that's going to be posed to you: Are you related to any of 


12 these witnesses, do you have a close social, business or 


13 personal relationship with any of them? Pay very close 


14 attention: Sean Wydra; Horry County Police Department? All of 


15 these I'm going to list are under Horry County Police 


16 Department: Isaiah Perkins; Scott Hayes; Garrett Hobgood; 


17 Merrell Hawkins; Walter Koupash; Fred Rash; Jensen Brown; 


18 Tresean McQueen; Deneane Pennington; Lauran Porzio Heard; Karl 


19 Kangas; Rebecca Phillips; Billy Bellamy; John Sotile; Brianna 


20 Scott; Robert Amon; Vincent Calabrese; Willian Rudderow; Joseph 


21 Barrington; Jesse Ard; Adam Skellett; Emilie Jackson; Greg 


22 Lent? Is anyone related by blood or marriage, close social, 


23 business or personal relationship with any of these people who 


24 are affiliated with the Horry County Police Department? If so, 


25 please stand. No response: Allen K. Enzor, South Carolina 
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1 Highway Patrol. All right. These are members from SLED: 


2 Jamie Green; Catherine Leisy; Rachel Noelle Johnson; Hailey E. 


3 Gardner. Additional witnesses are the 911 supervisor. Do we 


4 have that person's name? 


5 


6 called. 


7 


8 


MS. WALLER: Your Honor, that witness will not be 


THE COURT: Okay. 


MS. WALLER: All witnesses that are listed by name 


9 are the ones that will be called. 


10 THE COURT: Okay. Selda Letaj; Perparim Letaj; 


11 Timber Strickland; Izabella Lima; Caio Lima; Daryl Detrick; 


12 Mark Rawlyk; Francisco Aguilar; Derek Cross; Dana Maldonado; 


13 the custodian of records for Verizon and T-Mobile? Medical 


14 Personnel: Dr. Angelina Phillips? Does that conclude the 


15 witnesses? 


16 


17 


MS. WALLER: Yes, sir. 


THE COURT: All right. Is anyone related by blood or 


18 marriage or have a close social, business or personal 


19 relationship with any of these witnesses? If so, please stand. 


20 no response. Has any member of the jury panel formed or 


21 expressed an opinion about any issue or matter involved in this 


22 case? If so, please stand. No response. Is any member of the 


23 jury panel aware of any bias or prejudice towards either the 


24 State of South Carolina or the Defendant in this case? If so, 


25 please stand. No response. Is any member of the jury panel, 
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1 did you serve as a member of the Grand Jury that issued the 


2 indictment in this case? If so, please stand. No response. 


3 Is any member of the jury panel a former law enforcement 


4 officer? If so, please stand. I'm going ask you if you could 


5 come forward. 


6 The following proceedings were held at the bench by 


7 Court and counsel: 


8 THE COURT: Yes, sir, your name and number? 


9 


10 


11 


THE JUROR: Salvatore Popolato, 282. 


THE COURT: And where did you work? 


THE JUROR: New York State, I worked for New York 


12 State Metropolitan Transportation Authority, Public Transit 


13 System. 


14 


15 


16 


17 


now? 


THE COURT: Do you have the present power for arrest 


THE JUROR: No, I don't. 


THE COURT: Okay. If called upon to serve on this 


18 jury, could you set aside the fact that you are a former law 


19 enforcement officer, listen to the evidence in this case, or 


20 the lack of evidence, in the law as I charge it to you and give 


21 both the State of South Carolina and the Defendant a fair and 


22 impartial trial? 


23 THE JUROR: I don't know. Twenty years in law 


24 enforcement they should be able to set a cap (ph). 


25 THE COURT: Okay. So you don't feel as though you 
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1 could be fair and impartial? 


THE JUROR: Possibly not. 2 


3 THE COURT: Okay. We're going to transfer him to a 


4 civil term of court. You're free to leave. Thank you. 


5 


6 


7 


8 


9 


THE JUROR: I may leave? 


THE COURT: Yes. Yes, sir? 


THE JUROR: Security on police in the military. 


THE COURT: All right. If called upon to serve on 


10 this jury, could you set aside the fact that you had fulfilled 


11 a role as law enforcement at one point in your life and listen 


12 to the evidence in this case, the lack of evidence, listen to 


13 the law as I charge it to you, and give both the State and the 


14 Defendant a fair and impartial trial? 


15 


16 


THE JUROR: Yes. 


THE COURT: Okay. You're qualified. Thank you. 


17 Your number again? 


18 


19 


20 


21 


22 


23 


24 


25 


289. 


THE JUROR: 289, John Wright. 


THE COURT: John Wright, very good, John Wright. 


THE CLERK: He's 378. He's gonna stay. 


THE COURT: Yes, sir, your name and number? 


THE JUROR: My name is Jordan Rabon and my number 


THE COURT: Okay. 


is 
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1 THE JUROR: I had a short stent in Myrtle Beach 


2 Police Department for about a year and a half, didn't complete 


3 the FTO Program, it wasn't for me. 


4 


5 


6 


THE COURT: What is the FTO Program? 


THE JUROR: Oh, field training. 


THE COURT: Okay. 


7 THE JUROR: Just like their basics, it just wasn't a 


8 fit, no bad marks, otherwise. 


9 THE COURT: Okay. If called upon to serve on this 


10 jury, could you set aside the fact that you were involved in 


11 law enforcement at one point in time and listen to the evidence 


12 in this case, the witnesses who testify, and the law as I 


13 charge it to you, and give both the State and the defense a 


14 fair and impartial trial? 


15 THE JUROR: Yes, Your Honor. 


16 THE COURT: The fact that you were involved in law 


17 enforcement, would you give greater weight or lesser weight to 


18 law enforcement testimony than any other witness, or would you 


19 evaluate it the same? 


20 THE JUROR: I mean, I think I could evaluate it 


21 evenly, Your Honor. 


22 THE COURT: Very good, you're qualified to serve. 


23 Thank you. 


24 


25 


THE JUROR: Thank you, Your Honor. 


THE CLERK: 289 stays. 
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1 ~HE COURT: Do you have the present power of arrest 


2 now? 


3 THE JUROR: Not here in South Carolina. In 


4 Pennsylvania I was a C-1 officer. 


5 


6 


THE COURT: But you don't hold that? 


THE JUROR: I just do investigations now here in 


7 South Carolina. 


8 THE COURT: Okay. If called upon to serve on this 


9 jury, could you set aside the fact that you work for probation 


10 and parole, listen to the evidence that's been presented in 


11 this case, or the lack of evidence, and give both the State and 


12 the defense a fair and impartial trial? 


13 


14 


THE JUROR: Yes. 


THE COURT: And you have no contact with these law 


15 enforcement that were named to speak of? 


16 THE JUROR: I don't know if I've called them for a 


17 witness in the investigations, none of their names ring a bell. 


18 


19 


20 


21 


22 


23 


24 


25 


fair and 


THE COURT: Okay. So you feel as though you can be 


impartial? 


THE JUROR: 


THE COURT: 


THE JUROR: 


THE CLERK: 


THE JUROR: 


Yeah. 


You're qualified to serve. Thank you. 


Thank you, Your Honor. 


What's your juror number? 


Forty-six. 
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1 THE CLERK: Thank you. 


2 THE COURT: He's gonna stay with us. Has any member 


3 of the jury panel been a victim of a violent crime, if so 


4 please with stand. No response. Yes, yes, if you could come 


5 forward. Yes, sir? 


6 


7 


THE JUROR: I'm a pharmacist so it was armed robbery. 


THE COURT: He's not charged with armed robbery, it's 


8 a different set of circumstances. 


9 


10 


THE JUROR: Okay. 


THE COURT: And my question to you is, if called upon 


11 to serve on this jury could you listen to the evidence that is 


12 going to be presented in this case, or the lack of evidence, 


13 listen to the law as I charge it to you, and give both the 


14 state and the defense a fair and impartial trial? 


15 THE JUROR: Absolutely. 


16 


17 


18 


19 


20 


21 


THE COURT: You're qualified to serve. Thank you. 


THE CLERK: What's your juror number? 


THE JUROR: Seventy-three. 


THE COURT: Yes, sir, your name and number? 


THE JUROR: My name is Donald Crews, juror number 83. 


THE COURT: Okay. Tell me what your situation is. 


22 THE JUROR: I was carjacked, and so pistol whipped, 


23 and had my vehicle stolen. 


24 THE COURT: All right, given the facts of this case, 


25 I'm going to excuse you for the purposes of this trial only. 
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2 


3 


4 


24 


THE JUROR: Okay. 


THE COURT: Thank you. Thank you for coming forward. 


THE JUROR: Does that mean I'm good? 


THE COURT: You can go back there. You're excused 


5 for the purpose of this trial. 


6 


7 


8 


9 


10 


THE 


THE 


THE 


THE 


THE 


JUROR: 


COURT: 


JUROR: 


COURT: 


CLERK: 


But there may be another one? 


There may be another one. 


Okay. 


Very good. Thank you. 


Eighty-three is excused. Yes, ma'am, 


11 your name and number? 


12 


13 


14 


THE JUROR: Number 174. My name is Eileen Huff. 


THE COURT: Okay. Ms. Huff? 


THE JUROR: My grandfather was murdered, so I don't 


15 know if I would be biased. 


16 THE COURT: Okay. The most important question is, if 


17 called upon to serve on this jury, could you set aside the fact 


18 that your grandfather was murdered, and all cases are 


19 different, and you'd be called upon to listen to the evidence 


20 or the lack of evidence in this case and listen to the law and 


21 give both the State and the defense a fair and impartial trial. 


22 Could you do that? 


23 THE JUROR: I honestly don't know. I guess it would 


24 depend on the circumstances. 


25 THE COURT: All right. In view of that, I'm going to 
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1 excuse you for the purposes of this trial only. Thank you. 


2 There are a number of different organizations that 


3 are primarily for the promotion of law enforcement. There are 


4 a number of such organizations: Mothers Against Drunk Driving, 


5 Students Against Drunk Driving; CAVE, Citizens Against Violent 


6 Crime; virtually every Sheriff's Department throughout the 


7 State has organizations, and my question to you is, are you a 


8 member of any of these associations or do you contribute money 


9 to any of them? If so, please stand. No response. 


10 Does any member of the jury panel know of any reason, 


11 whatsoever, why you should not serve as a juror in this case, 


12 with particular emphasis being placed on your ability to be 


13 fair and impartial to both the State and the Defendant. If so, 


14 please stand. Yes? If you could come forward. Yes, ma'am, 


15 your name and number? 


16 


17 


18 


19 


20 


THE JUROR: I'm sorry? 


THE COURT: Your name and number? 


THE JUROR: Mary Catherine Price, 284. 


THE COURT: 284. Yes? 


THE JUROR: While I do feel like I could listen to 


21 the information impartially and I have sympathy for the victim 


22 of this crime, I feel like if it came down to rendering a 


23 guilty judgment, considering the nature of these charges, I 


24 feel like the punishment would be very harsh, I'm not sure I 


25 could be part of doing that to another person. 
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1 


2 


3 


4 


5 


6 


7 


civil 


THE COURT: 


term of court. 


THE JUROR: 


THE COURT: 


THE JUROR: 


THE COURT: 


THE JUROR: 


26 


Okay. We're going to transfer you to 


I'm able to do that. 


Very good thank you. 


Uh-huh, thank you. 


Yes? 


I've been thinking about this since the 


8 question you asked earlier. I hate to admit it, but if he's 


9 Muslim I think I'm probably gonna have a bias. 


10 THE COURT: Okay. All right. Well, I'm not sure 


11 whether he's Muslim. 


12 THE JUROR: I'm not either, I just heard his name and 


13 it made me think that so --


14 THE COURT: Well, in view of that, we're going to 


15 excuse you for the purposes of this trial only, so stay with 


16 us. Very good. Thank you. Your juror number again? 


17 


18 


19 


THE JUROR: Seventeen. 


THE COURT: Yes? 


THE JUROR: Of this would come out later on in the 


20 trial, and I don't know if she has anything to do with it, but 


21 


22 


23 


24 


25 


I am 


way, 


friends with one of the DA' s 


THE COURT: What is her 


THE CLERK: Mary-Ellen 


THE COURT: She is not 


and if called upon to serve 


that works here. 


name? 


Walter. 


involved in this case in any 


on this jury, could you set 
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1 aside the fact that you know somebody who works in this 


2 office --


3 


4 


THE JUROR: Yeah. 


THE COURT: -- and give both the State and the 


5 Defense a fair and impartial trial? 


THE JUROR: Yeah. 


THE COURT: You're qualified. 


27 


6 


7 


8 THE JUROR: I just -- I didn't want it to come out 


9 later. 


10 THE COURT: Okay. You're qualified to serve. Thank 


11 you. Your name and number again? 


12 


13 


14 


THE JUROR: Fifty-two. 


THE COURT: She'll stay with us. 


THE CLERK: That can't be right. That's not 52, 52 


15 is excused. 


16 


17 


18 


19 


20 


21 


22 


THE COURT: Yes, ma'am, your number again? 


THE JUROR: Fifty-two. Oh, 51, I'm sorry, 


THE JUROR: Good morning, Your Honor. 


THE COURT: Your name and number? 


THE JUROR: David Scerbo, 313. 


THE COURT: 313, yes? 


THE JUROR: I just wanted to disclose that 


51. 


I go to 


23 that Planet Fitness and so does my wife. I just wanted to let 


24 you know before I was possibly picked as a juror for it. 


25 THE COURT: I'm glad you did that, but really the 
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1 ultimate question is: If called upon to serve on this jury, 


2 could you listen to the evidence or the lack of evidence in 


3 this case, listen to the law as I charge it to you and give 


4 both the State and the defense a fair and impartial trial? 


5 


6 


THE JUROR: Yes, sir. 


THE COURT: The fact that you are a member of this 


7 club, does that affect your ability to be fair and impartial? 


8 THE JUROR: No, but I just wanted to disclose that. 


9 THE COURT: You're qualified to serve. Thank you. 


10 


11 


12 


13 


14 


15 


THE CLERK: What's your name, sir? 


THE JUROR: David Scerbo. 


THE COURT: Yes, ma'am, your name and number? 


THE JUROR: Yvonne, juror 70. 


THE COURT: 70. Yes, glad to hear from you. 


THE JUROR: I mean, I was victimized when I was 


16 before I moved here, and he got off with attempted murder 


17 because I couldn't show up to court, and I just don't want to 


18 have anything that would bring flashbacks back. 


19 THE COURT: Okay. Well, in view of that, we're gonna 


20 transfer you to a civil term of court. Does that sound fair? 


21 THE JUROR: Okay. 


22 THE COURT: She's transferred to a civil term of 


23 court. Very good. Thank you. 


24 


25 


THE CLERK: Juror 70 transferred to civil. 


THE COURT: You're free to leave and you will receive 


40







29 


1 notice as to another term of court which will be civil in 


2 nature and doesn't have anything to do with criminal stuff. 


THE JUROR: So a different subpoena? 3 


4 THE COURT: They will send you a different notice. 


5 Just keep your eye on the mail and respond to the summons. 


6 


7 


8 


9 


THE JUROR: Okay. 


THE COURT: Very good. Thank you. 


THE JUROR: All right, thanks. 


Any additional questions from the State? 


10 MS. WALLER: No, sir, Your Honor. 


11 THE COURT: Any from defense? 


12 MR. GARDNER: My concern about the people doing their 


13 own research. 


14 THE COURT: Well, I'm going to give them instructions 


15 not to do that, but I've asked them about 42,000 different ways 


16 whether they can be fair and impartial, and we've received a 


17 great response to that. I think that we're in good shape with 


18 that. 


19 


20 


MR. GARDNER: Very good. 


MS. WALLER: Thank you. 


21 THE COURT: Madam Clerk, if we could have a jury, and 


22 the strikes are five and ten, five and ten, one and two on each 


23 alternate, one and two on each alternate. 


24 


25 (Jury Selection) 


41







30 


1 THE CLERK: When I call your name and juror number, 


2 bring all of your belongings with you to the front of the 


3 courtroom, turn around and face the back wall. Juror Number 


4 210, Justin Kraft. What say the State? 


5 MS. WALLER: Please present this juror. 


6 THE CLERK: Defense? 


7 


8 


MR. GARDNER: Swear the juror, Your Honor. 


THE CLERK: Please be seated in the jury box. Juror 


9 number 76, Kathryn Costa. What say the State? 


10 


11 


MS. WALLER: Please present this juror. 


THE CLERK: Defense? 


12 MR. GARDNER: Swear this juror, Your Honor. 


13 THE CLERK: Please be seated in to jury box. Juror 


14 Number 262, Brendan Murphy. What say the State? 


15 MS. WALLER: Please present this juror. 


16 THE CLERK: Defense? 


17 


18 


MR. GARDNER: Swear the juror, Your Honor. 


THE CLERK: Please be seated in the jury box. Juror 


19 number 26, Mary Belter. What say the State? 


20 


21 


22 


MS. WALLER: Please present this juror. 


THE CLERK: Defense. 


MR. GARDNER: Swear the juror, Your Honor. 


23 THE CLERK: Please be seated in the jury box. 


24 Juror number 40, Alexa Brady. What say the State? 


25 MS. WALLER: Please present this juror. 
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1 


2 


THE CLERK: Defense? 


MR. GARDNER: Swear the juror, Your Honor. 


3 THE CLERK: Please be seated in the jury box. 


4 Juror 139, Jeffrey Goff. What say the state? 


5 MS. WALLER: Please present this juror. 


6 THE CLERK: Defense? 
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7 


8 


MR. GARDNER: Please excuse this juror, Your Honor. 


THE CLERK: You're excused from this particular case. 


9 Juror 171, Jennifer Howell. What say the State? 


10 


11 


12 


MS. WALLER: Please present this juror. 


THE CLERK: Defense? 


MR. GARDNER: Swear the juror, Your Honor. 


13 THE CLERK: Please be seated in the jury box. Juror 


14 66, Keri Clark. What say the State? 


15 MS. WALLER: Court's indulgence for a moment, please. 


16 Please excuse this juror. 


17 THE CLERK: You're excused from this particular case. 


18 Juror number 219, Jill Levine. What say the State? 


19 


20 


21 


MS. WALLER: Please present this juror. 


THE CLERK: Defense? 


MR. GARDNER: Court's indulgence, Your Honor. Swear 


22 the juror, Your Honor. 


23 THE CLERK: Please be seated in the jury box. Juror 


24 number 191, Johnny Johnson. What say the State? 


25 MS. WALLER: Please present this juror. 
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THE CLERK: Defense? 


MR. GARDNER: Swear the juror, Your Honor. 


1 


2 


3 THE CLERK: Please be seated in the jury with box. 


4 Juror number 355, Erin Turbeville. What say the State? 


5 


6 


7 


8 


MS. WALLER: Please present this juror. 


THE CLERK: Defense? 


MR. GARDNER: Swear the juror. 


THE CLERK: Please be seated in the jury box. 


9 Juror number 203, Kerry Kidd. What say the State? 


10 


11 


12 


13 


14 


present 


MS. 


this 


THE 


MR. 


THE 


WALLER: 


juror. 


CLERK: 


GARDNER: 


CLERK: 


Court's indulgence for a moment. 


Defense? 


Swear the juror, Your Honor. 


Please be seated in the jury box. 


15 Number 365, Alexandra Weldon. What say the State? 


Please 


Juror 


16 MS. WALLER: Court's indulgence for a moment. Please 


17 present this juror. 


18 


19 


THE CLERK: Defense? 


MR. GARDNER: Your Honor, please excuse this juror 


20 from this case. 


21 THE CLERK: You're excused from this particular case. 


22 Juror number 46, Gus Brown. What say the State? 


23 


24 


25 


MS. WALLER: Please present this juror. 


THE CLERK: Defense? 


MR. GARDNER: Court's indulgence, Your Honor. Your 
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1 Honor, please excuse this juror. 


2 THE CLERK: You're excused from this particular case. 


3 Juror number 168, Mhairi Holmes. What say the State? 


4 


5 


6 


MS. WALLER: Please present this juror. 


THE CLERK: Defense? 


MR. GARDNER: Your Honor, please excuse this juror 


7 from this case. 


8 THE CLERK: You're excused from this particular case. 


9 Juror number 180, Tori Hyatt. What say the State? Please 


10 present this juror. 


11 THE CLERK: Defense? 


12 MR. GARDNER: Your Honor, please excuse the juror 


13 from this case. 


14 THE CLERK: You're excused from this particular case. 


15 Juror number 263, Derri Myers. What say the State? 


16 MS. WALLER: Court's indulgence one moment, please. 


17 Please present this juror. 


18 


19 


THE CLERK: Defense? 


MR. GARDNER: Swear the juror, Your Honor. 


20 THE CLERK: Please be seated in the jury box. Juror 


21 number 289, Jordan Rabon. What say the State? 


22 MS. WALLER: Please present this juror. 


23 


24 


25 


THE CLERK: Defense? 


MR. GARDNER: Court's indulgence, Your Honor. 


MR. GARDNER: Please excuse this juror, Your Honor. 
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1 THE CLERK: You're excused from this particular case. 


2 Juror number 103, Miriam Dweck. What say the State? 


3 


4 


5 


6 


7 


8 


9 


10 


11 


12 


13 


14 


15 


16 


17 


18 


19 


excuse 


State? 


present 


State? 


MS. WALLER: 


this juror. 


THE CLERK: 


THE CLERK: 


MS. WALLER: 


this juror. 


THE CLERK: 


MR. GARDNER: 


THE CLERK: 


THE CLERK: 


MS. WALLER: 


THE CLERK: 


MR. GARDNER: 


THE CLERK: 


Court's indulgence for a moment. Please 


You're excused from this particular case. 


Juror 267, Michelle Niles. What say the 


Court's indulgence for a moment. Please 


Defense? 


Please excuse this juror, Your Honor. 


You're excused from this particular case. 


Juror 112, Cheryl Emory. What say the 


Please present this juror. 


Defense? 


Please excuse this juror, Your Honor. 


You're excused from this particular case. 


20 Juror number 23, Dylan Belanger. What say the State? 


21 


22 


23 


24 


25 


MS. WALLER: Please present this juror. 


THE CLERK: Defense? 


MR. GARDNER: Swear the juror, Your Honor. 


THE CLERK: Please be seated in the jury box. 
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1 Juror 106, Jacob Edwards. What say the State? 


MS. WALLER: Please present this juror. 


THE CLERK: Defense? 


MR. GARDNER: What number, Your Honor? 


THE CLERK: 106. 


2 


3 


4 


5 


6 


7 


MR. GARDNER: Please excuse this juror, Your Honor. 


THE CLERK: You're excused from this particular case. 


8 Juror number 6, Aragon. What say the State? 


9 MS. WALLER: Please present this juror. 


THE CLERK: Defense? 


MR. GARDNER: Are we in alternates now? 


THE CLERK: We are. 


MR. GARDNER: We would ask that this juror be 


excused, Your Honor. 


10 


11 


12 


13 


14 


15 THE CLERK: You're excused from this particular case. 


16 Juror number 29, Harry Betz. What say the State? 


MS. WALLER: Please present this juror. 


MR. GARDNER: Swear the juror, Your Honor. 


17 


18 


19 THE CLERK: Please be seated in the jury box. Juror 


20 number 283, Terri Poston. What say the State? 


21 


22 


23 


24 


25 


MS. 


THE 


MR. 


THE 


THE 


WALLER: 


CLERK: 


GARDNER: 


CLERK: 


COURT: 


Please present this juror. 


Defense? 


Swear the juror, Your Honor. 


Please be seated in the jury box. 


Any objections with regard to the jury 
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1 selection process from the State? 


2 MS. WALLER: No, sir, Your Honor. 


3 


4 


THE COURT: Any from the defense? 


MR. GARDNER: No, Your Honor. 
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5 THE COURT: All right. Those of you who remain in 


6 the jury pool, you're released, and we're going ask that you 


7 call the Clerk's Office some time after 6:00 this afternoon. 


8 Let's not everybody call right at 6:00 or the phone will be 


9 busy, call some time before you lay your head down on the 


10 pillow tonight. Call the Clerk's Office and follow the 


11 instructions, and you're free to leave. Thank you. 


12 


13 


(Jury panel excused) 


THE COURT: Mr. Kraft, I'm going ask if you could 


14 serve as the Foreman of this jury. I'm going ask you to change 


15 chairs with this lady right here, and I'm going to ask that you 


16 remain in that chair for the balance of the trial. The 


17 alternates, I believe over here, I'm going ask that you stay in 


18 those two chairs. The rest is general admission, so just sit 


19 as you come to your chair. Mr. Foreman, you like everyone else 


20 when it comes time to deliberate are going to have one vote, 


21 but you're going to be charged with the responsibility of 


22 presiding over the deliberation process. That essentially 


23 means that you are to ensure that everybody's voice is heard. 


24 Throughout the trial of this case there might be questions or 


25 concerns that come up amongst you. I'm going to ask you to 
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1 communicate that question or concern to the Foreman. He will 


2 reduce it into writing and give it to the bailiff. If it's 


3 something I can help you with, I'd be happy to do that. Any 


4 questions or any concerns? I'm going to ask that each of you 


5 stand and raise your right hand as the Clerk administers the 


6 oath. 


7 


8 


(Jury Sworn) 


THE COURT: We have legal matters to tend to, and 


9 this case is going to start in earnest at 2:00 tomorrow 


10 afternoon. Be here at 2:00, 2:00 sharp, because everybody be 


11 mindful of other people's time. We can't start until 


12 everybody's here, so let's make sure -- we've got terrible 


13 traffic around here, I'm from Lake City which is kind of a 


14 farming community, it's mostly dirt roads and two-lane roads, 


15 but here, there's 544 and 707, it can be very congested, so 


16 let's be here and be here on time and be conscious of that. I 


17 do want to tell you that I'm going to order that you not 


18 discuss the case amongst yourselves or with anyone else. It 


19 may be that they know something about these allegations, it may 


20 be that they have an opinion about this type of litigation. 


21 You need to base your decision on what transpires here in this 


22 courtroom. This is a proceeding that's governed by the Rules 


23 of Evidence, the Rules of Criminal Procedure, and we need to 


24 abide by that. Do not put anything on social media about your 


25 participation on this jury. At the conclusion of the case 
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1 after rendering a verdict I will release you from that, but 


2 until then it's inappropriate to put anything on social media. 


3 Does everybody understand that? 


4 THE JURY: Yes, sir. 


5 THE COURT: All right. And I'm also ordering that 


6 you do not do any independent investigation. There's not 


7 anything that you can't look up on the Google nowadays. You 


8 can look up people, you can look up personalities, you can look 


9 up events, do not do that, because this is an important case, 


10 an important case to the State of South Carolina, an important 


11 case to the Defendant. You need to base your decision on what 


12 transpires here in this courtroom. Does everybody understand 


13 that? I do not anticipate that there will be any media 


14 coverage of this case, there might be, but if so, I'm going to 


15 ask that you divert your attention from any reporting of that, 


16 because be mindful, you need to base your decision on what 


17 transpires here in the courtroom, and quite often, news people 


18 get it wrong. I've been doing this for 40 years now, and they 


19 almost always virtually always get it wrong, but you're going 


20 to get to hear straight from the horse's mouth everything that 


21 transpired and all of the allegations, and you need to pay 


22 attention to what transpires here in this courtroom. Do not 


23 allow anybody to discuss this case with you, that would be 


24 inappropriate, it's unlawful. If someone were to do that, I'm 


25 going to ask you to identify them as best you can, report them 
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1 to me, and I'll deal with them accordingly. I don't anticipate 


2 that would happen, but do not allow anybody to discuss this 


3 case with you. Do not discuss it amongst yourselves. There 


4 will be times throughout the trial of this case where we have 


5 to put you in the jury room while we're taking care of legal 


6 matters, and Mr. Foreman, I'm going to ask that you enforce 


7 this rule. There will be no discussion about the case, 


8 whatsoever. You can talk about football, you can talk about 


9 Coastal Carolina Baseball, fishing, the beach, anything you 


10 want to talk about, but you can't talk about this case. Do you 


11 all understand that? You can't talk about the witnesses, you 


12 can't talk about the lawyers. You cannot discuss the case. 


13 Mr. Foreman, do you understand that? 


14 


15 


THE FOREMAN: Yes, sir. 


THE COURT: And you're going to be enforcing that 


16 rule, and I'll ask that you all be back at 2:00, 2:00 sharp. 


17 Thank you very much. 2:00 sharp tomorrow. 


18 


19 


20 


21 


22 


23 


(Jury exited the courtroom at this time) 


THE COURT: Anything from the State? 


MS. WALLER: No, sir, Your Honor. 


THE COURT: Anything from defense? 


MR. GARDNER: No, Your Honor. 


THE COURT: Let's be here at 1:30. Madam Court 


24 Reporter, could you be here at 1:30? We have one legal matter. 


25 Be here at 1:30. Madam Court Reporter, we have two matters 
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1 after lunch today, but as far as tomorrow goes, you need to be 


2 here at 1:30. Anything else from anybody? 


3 MR. GARDNER: No, sir. 


4 


5 


MS. WALLER: No, sir. 


THE COURT: We'll stand at ease with regard to this 


6 matter until 1:30 tomorrow. 


7 (Recess taken.) 


8 


9 


10 


11 


12 


13 


14 


15 


16 


17 


18 


19 


20 


21 


22 


23 


24 


25 (Whereupon proceedings reconvened Tuesday, June 3, 2025) 
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1 THE COURT: We'll recognize the State, if you could 


2 put the caption of the case on the record. 


3 MS. WALLER: Your Honor, this is the State of South 


4 Carolina versus Abdullah Seifullah. 


5 


6 


THE COURT: This is defense's motion, you recognize. 


MR. GARDNER: Thank you, Your Honor. Judge, we, with 


7 respect, would challenge the search of the quarters of Dana 


8 Maldonado. It was a search that occurred shortly after the 


9 incident gave way, and I'm not real clear from the discovery 


10 whether or not the law enforcement entered into the home prior 


11 to the search warrant. I think that they did, and I know that 


12 they got a search warrant, so we would challenge anything that 


13 occurred prior to getting the search warrant, and then we would 


14 challenge the search warrant itself. 


15 


16 


THE COURT: And State, you recognize? 


MS. WALLER: Your Honor, the State believes that the 


17 search warrant is valid on its face. I'm going to mark this as 


18 State's Exhibit 86. Your Honor, if you'll look at what's been 


19 marked as State's Exhibit 86, I believe this is the search 


20 warrant that the defendant is referring to. The recitation of 


21 probable cause is on page three. I can read it or Your Honor 


22 can read it to yourself, but at the time that this search 


23 warrant was obtained, Officer Hobgood, who is available here 


24 and present and will testify if you decide we need to take 


25 testimony as to any oral supplementation of this search 
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1 warrant, we can do that, but I believe that the search warrant 


2 as it stands states on its face, probable cause to search the 


3 apartment located at 4906 Brightwater Court in Myrtle Beach. 


4 What occurred in this case is that a shooting occurred in the 


5 Planet Fitness parking lot in Carolina Forest. Multiple 


6 witnesses witnessed the shooting, multiple witnesses witnessed 


7 a silver Dodge Charger speeding away from the scene of that 


8 shooting at the time it occurred. It happens pretty quickly. 


9 It's also seen on surveillance footage that we're going to 


10 play. A witness followed the car, got the license plate 


11 number, gave it to law enforcement, who ran down the license 


12 plate number and found out it was registered to Dana Maldonado, 


13 who lived at this apartment located on Brightwater Court. When 


14 officers arrived there, they found the Dodge Charger parked in 


15 front of the residence, officers spoke to the owner of the 


16 residence and the owner of the car, Dana Maldonado. They found 


17 out from her that she had a nine-millimeter handgun she had 


18 seen about three days before, and police were aware at that 


19 time, and it stated in the probable cause in the face of the 


20 search warrant that a nine-millimeter bullet casing was 


21 recovered from the incident location the shooting at the Planet 


22 Fitness parking lot, and the victim was, indeed, killed by a 


23 nine-millimeter handgun. Based on that, police obtained a 


24 search warrant that was signed by the magistrate at 2:59 a.m. 


25 on June 20, 2023. The shooting occurred around 11:00 on the 
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1 evening of the 19th. So at the time officers, the officer had 


2 gotten the search warrant, he had responded to both the primary 


3 scene at Planet Fitness, and he had been to Brightwater Court, 


4 so it's the State's belief that you don't even need testimony 


5 to determine that this is a valid search warrant to search that 


6 apartment. I believe that's the first issue. I believe, did 


7 you argue about consent, as well? 


8 MR. GARDNER: We had mentioned. 


9 MS. WALLER: Okay. So I also have present Detective 


10 Shawn Wydra, who's the lead detective. If you have any 


11 questions about the timeline of when the search occurred, the 


12 testimony will be that the search occurred after the search 


13 warrant was signed, body Cam footage that has been provided to 


14 the defense, and crime scene photographs document that nothing 


15 was removed from the crime scene that's relevant to this case. 


16 None of the evidence that the State intends to introduce in the 


17 trial of this case was removed or disturbed prior to the 


18 obtaining of this search warrant. 


19 THE COURT: All right, you may call your first 


20 witness. 


21 MS. WALLER: All right. The State calls Detective 


22 Garrett Hobgood. 


23 THE COURT: Yes, sir, if you could please come 


24 forward. I'm going to ask, if you could, place your left hand 


25 on the Bible, raise your right hand as the Clerk administers 
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1 the oath. 


2 THE CLERK: Do you solemnly swear or affirm the 
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3 evidence you're about to give the Court in this case will be 


4 the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, so help 


5 you God. 


6 


7 


THE WITNESS: I do. 


THE COURT: I'm going to ask, if you could, please 


8 have a seat in the witness chair, pull up real close to that 


9 microphone, speak loudly, clearly and slowly in order that we 


10 can hear everything that you have to say. Let's start with 


11 your full name, please, sir. 


12 THE WITNESS: Yes, sir. It's Garrett Hobgood. 


13 THE COURT: Spell that last name. 


14 THE WITNESS: H-o-b-g-o-o-d. 


15 VOIR DIRE 


16 BY MS. WALLER: 


17 


18 


19 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


Detective Hobgood, where do you currently work? 


With the Horry County Police Department. 


How long have you worked at Horry County Police 


20 Department? 


21 A. About 12 years. 


22 


23 


Q. 


A. 


What's your current job assignment right now? 


I'm a sergeant on the patrol division, I work in the 


24 north precinct. 


25 Q. What about, how long have you been in that position? 
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1 


2 


3 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


45 


About a year now. 


What did you do before that? 


I was a detective assigned to the Homicide/Armed Robbery 


4 Unit with the Horry County Police Department. 


5 Q. Were you a homicide detective back on June 19, 2023 and 


6 June 20th at that time frame? 


7 


8 


A. 


Q. 


Yes, ma'am. 


What were some of your duties and responsibilities as a 


9 homicide detective? 


10 A. We were assigned as the lead detective to multiple cases 


11 at a time for violent crimes. We would also assist other 


12 detectives with their cases, such as this case. We would 


13 respond out and assist them with anything they might need help 


14 with in the investigation. 


15 


16 


17 


18 


19 


20 


Q. Did you write search warrants and obtain search warrants 


as a part of your duties? 


A. Yes, ma'am. 


Q. And you said you were having, I believe, did you say 11 


or 12 years of experience at this point? 


A. Currently, I've been employed for 12 years here. At 


21 that time it was about 10 years. 


22 Q. Okay. Had you written and obtained many search warrants 


23 in your career up to that point? 


24 


25 


A. 


Q. 


Yes, ma'am. 


Were you the lead detective on this case? 
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1 


2 


A. 


Q. 


No, ma'am. 


On something such as this murder case, are you often 


3 called to assist other detectives? 


Yes. 
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4 


5 


A. 


Q. Turning your attention back to June 19, 2023, did you 


6 respond to a shooting that occurred at the Planet Fitness 


7 Hollywood on that date? 


8 


9 


A. 


Q. 


Yes, ma'am. 


And can you tell me what information you received about 


10 the nature of that crime once you arrived? 


11 A. Sure. Upon arriving on scene, for me, there were 


12 several detectives who were already there at the time, so they 


13 had some preliminary information. I was requested once I 


14 arrived there to go to the car wash, which is located nearby at 


15 the Detrick's Car Wash. They had some surveillance footage 


16 that I assisted in obtaining. Another detective came and then 


17 relieved me at a later point, but we were advised at that time 


18 that there was a silver in color vehicle, possibly a Dodge 


19 Charger, that had been involved in the incident and had fled 


20 the area at a high rate of speed. There was some surveillance 


21 footage, like I said, at Detrick's that corroborated that 


22 information. I was also advised that there was a witness that 


23 had followed the vehicle to some degree and had obtained a 


24 license plate on that Dodge Charger, and that information was 


25 provided to me. I was requested to go obtain the search 
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1 


2 


3 


4 


5 


6 


7 


8 


warrant for the residence on Brightwater Court, which that 


vehicle came back to upon running the license plate. Other 


detectives actually responded to that location, and then I 


responded after I obtained the search warrant. 


47 


Q. Okay. So when you responded to the scene, did you learn 


that witnesses had seen the shooting occur? 


A. 


Q. 


Yes, ma'am. 


And did those same witnesses see a silver Dodge Charger 


9 speed away? 


10 


11 


12 


13 


A. 


Q. 


Yes. 


And you said you watched the videotape you obtained, 


where did you obtain that videotape? 


A. The video footage was obtained from the Detrick's Car 


14 Wash. 


15 Q. So on the Detrick's video, could you observe that silver 


16 Dodge Charger speeding away from the scene of the murder? 


17 


18 


19 


20 


21 


22 


23 


A. 


Q. 


Yes, ma'am. 


Did you learn at that scene if any physical evidence, if 


any shell casings or projectiles had been discovered in that 


scene? 


A. It's my understanding that nine-millimeter bullet 


casings were covered at the scene. 


Q. Okay. And based on your information that you got at the 


24 scene and what you learned from other officers involved, did 


25 you obtain the search warrant? 
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1 


2 


3 


4 


5 


A. Yes, ma'am. 


MS. WALLER: May I approach? 


THE COURT: Yes. 


BY MS. WALLER: 


Q. I'm going to show you what's been marked as State's 


48 


6 Exhibit Number 86. Is that a copy of the search warrant you 


7 obtained? 


8 


9 


A. 


Q. 


10 please? 


11 A. 


Yes, ma'am, it does appear to be. 


And could you read the probable cause recitation, 


Yes, ma'am: On June 19, 2023, the Horry County Police 


12 Department responded to a shooting incident at 1049 Glen Forest 


13 Road in the Myrtle Beach section of Horry County. Upon 


14 officers arrival on scene, it was discovered that the victim, 


15 David Roldan-Dimas was deceased at that location, what appeared 


16 to be a single gunshot wound. Through subsequent 


17 investigation, it was found that a silver/gray in color Dodge 


18 Charger had left the scene at a high rate of speed just after 


19 the incident occurred with an unknown individual also fleeing 


20 the scene on foot. An individual near the scene then followed 


21 this vehicle from the incident location and provided a license 


22 plate of South Carolina 9765 LE, which eventually parked in 


23 front of a condo/apartment building, located at 4906 


24 Brightwater Court, Unit 101, Myrtle Beach, SC 29579. Upon 


25 checking South Carolina DMV, the above license plate was found 
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1 to be registered to a 2012 Dodge Charger to a Dana Michelle 


2 Maldonado with a listed address that matched that of where the 


3 vehicle was parked. A nine-millimeter bullet casing was 


4 recovered from the incident location and in an interview with 


5 Maldonado she stated that she possesses a nine-millimeter 


6 handgun that she had last seen three days prior to June 20, 


7 2023. It is my belief that the search and processing of this 


8 residence, as well as the seizure of the Dodge Charger will 


9 assist in the investigation of David Roldan Dimas' death. 


10 Q. Can you tell me what date and time that search warrant 


11 was signed, please? 


12 


13 


14 


15 


16 


A. 


Q. 


Yes, ma'am. It was signed on June 20, 2023 at 2:59 a.m. 


And when you obtained that warrant, did you actually go 


in person and speak to the magistrate judge? 


A. I did. 


Q. And as a police officer, you said that you've got many, 


17 many search warrants over the course of your more than 10-year 


18 career? 


19 


20 


A. 


Q. 


Yes, ma'am. 


Is it common practice for you to just hand the 


21 magistrate your search warrant and have them sign it, or do you 


22 tell them about the case whenever you speak to them? 


23 A. Yes, ma'am. Obviously, we hand them the search warrant 


24 to sign, but we often verbally speak to them, as well, about 


25 details of the case. They don't just look at the paperwork, 
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2 


3 


4 


5 


6 


7 


50 


they would present them and sign it. 


Q. And when officers responded to this Brightwater Court 


location that night, was the Dodge Charger seen speeding away 


from the murder parked in front of the apartment? 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


Yes, ma'am. 


And did you participate in the search of the apartment? 


I was present when it was being searched. I don't 


8 recall if I actually went inside. I may have gone inside the 


9 residence when crime scene was processing it, but I didn't 


10 remove anything from the residence or actually seize anything 


11 myself. 


12 Q. Okay. And did you respond to the residence prior to 


13 obtaining the search warrant? 


14 


15 


16 


17 


18 


19 


20 


A. I don't believe so. I believe that, like I said, I 


responded to the initial scene and then the Detrick's Car Wash, 


and I think other detectives responded to the location on 


Brightwater Court, along with some patrol units, and then I was 


contacted and requested to obtain the search warrant based on 


the information they had gained once they got there. 


Q. Does Horry County Police Department have a crime scene 


21 unit? 


22 A. Yes, ma'am. 


23 Q. Is it standard practice to call out the crime scene unit 


24 to search residences pursuant to search warrants? 


25 A. Yes. 


62







1 


2 


3 


4 


5 


Q. 


A. 


Do you know if that happened in this case? 


It did. 


MS. WALLER: No further questions, Your Honor. 


THE COURT: Cross-Examination. 


MR. GARDNER: Thank you, Your Honor. 


6 CROSS-EXAMINATION 


7 BY MR. GARDNER: 


Q. Sergeant Hobgood, did you have the conversation with 


Dana Maldonado? 
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8 


9 


10 


11 


12 


A. I did have a conversation with her along with Detective 


Wydra, yes, sir. 


Q. And that's where she said that she had a 


13 nine-millimeter, that she didn't know where it was for about 


14 three days? 


15 A. I believe that information was actually provided to 


16 detectives prior to me speaking to her, because I did not speak 


17 to her until after I obtained the search warrant. 


18 Q. When you spoke to the magistrate judge, did you tell him 


19 that information? 


20 


21 


A. 


Q. 


The information about the 


About the nine millimeter that Dana Maldonado, the 


22 condo, or the apartment person, had a three -- or nine 


23 millimeter she hadn't seen in three days? 


24 A. I'd imagine I probably spoke to him about that. It's 


25 also my probable cause statement. 
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1 Q. Yes, sir. I know, but right now I want to ask you about 


2 your conversation with the judge. 


3 


4 


A. 


Q. 


Okay. 


Because isn't it true that your conversation with the 


5 judge, not all of that's recorded in writing? 


6 


7 


8 


A. We do not record it via Body Camera, or anything of that 


nature, as far as that goes, no, sir. 


Q. And that's why I'm getting at it. There's nothing wrong 


9 with that, I just want to find out what it was, okay? 


10 


11 


A. 


Q. 


Sure. 


So if I understand it right, we do an affidavit, we go 


12 to the match, we say we're going to supplement the affidavit 


13 with a little bit of additional information I got from my 


14 buddies on the crime scene or on the condo scene, or whatever 


15 the scene it is, right, okay? So then you say, by the way, 


16 Judge, the lady that answered the door, she says she's missing 


17 a nine millimeter, or she has a nine millimeter and she hasn't 


18 seen it in three days, roughly words to that effect; is that 


19 right? 


20 


21 


22 


23 


24 


25 


A. 


Q. 


That would be accurate I would say. 


And whoever had that conversation with Dana Maldonado at 


the time knew that there were two boys staying with her in an 


extra room, isn't that right? 


A. That, I do not know. I don't know if we obtained that 


information after the fact or if that was information we had at 
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1 the time. If it was information we had at the time, it's not 


2 in my probable cause statement, so I don't know if it was 


3 mentioned to the judge whenever I spoke to him about it. I may 


4 


5 


not have known at that time. 


Q. Well, let me review this packet that was handed in, 


6 because I thought it referenced the two suspects in there. To 


7 your knowledge, does it reference the two suspects? 


8 MS. WALLER: Here's these. 


9 Q. I read it earlier this morning, and I thought, there's 


10 so much information here, but I thought, on the evidence record 


11 it refers to the two suspects, Abdullah Seifullah and Brandon 


12 


13 


14 


15 


16 


17 


18 


19 


20 


21 


22 


23 


24 


25 


Huertas. 


A. Yes, sir, and the evidence record attached to the return 


search warrant? 


Q. Yeah. So somebody from Horry County Police Department 


knew that there were two suspects prior to getting the search 


warrant; isn't that fair to say? 


A. We may have known that there were two suspects, I don't 


know that they had been identified yet when I obtained the 


search warrant. 


Q. Well, let's explore that. Somebody spoke to the 


homeowner, or the tenant, whatever she was, Dana Maldonado: 


Isn't this your car, and so on and so forth, was it your car 


here, or how long has your car been here, trying to explore who 


was driving the car; isn't that right? 


65







1 


2 


A. 


Q. 


I'm sure that probably occurred at some point. 


Yeah. I mean, because we want to know, this car 


3 allegedly was involved in a murder, we want to know who was 


4 driving that car, right? 


Sure. 
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5 


6 


7 


8 


9 


A. 


Q. Okay. So you asked the lady, were you driving the car, 


and she says, no? 


A. I did not ask the lady, somebody may have asked. 


Q. Somebody from Horry County Police Department, all right, 


10 and you're the witness today from Horry County Police 


11 Department. So somebody asked the lady if she was driving the 


12 car, presumably she said, no. 


13 MS. WALLER: Objection. He's already testified this 


14 is outside the scope of his knowledge. 


15 MR. GARDNER: We're trying to figure out what was 


16 supplemented to the magistrate to get this search warrant, and 


17 I believe it was very clear that somebody knew that there were 


18 two suspects living at this house from the time they got the 


19 search warrant, Your Honor. 


20 MS. WALLER: That was not this witness's testimony, 


21 is my understanding. 


22 MR. GARDNER: That's why I get to cross-examine. 


23 THE COURT: Go ahead and ask him the question. 


24 MR. GARDNER: Yes, sir. 


25 Q. So we have two suspects living in this house, right? 
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1 


2 


3 


4 


5 


6 


7 


8 


9 


10 


11 


12 


13 


14 


15 


16 


17 


18 


19 


20 


21 


22 


23 


24 


25 


A. 


Q. 
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I don't know if they resided there, sir. 


All right, staying there. And we have the, I don't know 


if she was the owner or the tenant, whatever she was, Ms. 


Maldonado, she doesn't know where the gun is, so isn't it clear 


to everybody in this room that the search warrant was to try to 


find that gun, right? 


A. I think the search warrant was to try to, you know, 


assist in solving this case. It was, obviously, you know, 


probable cause was established based on the information that we 


had. 


Q. And that's a great answer, but the bottom line is you're 


trying to find that gun, correct? 


A. I would say that would be one of the goals of the 


investigation, would be to try to find a weapon that was used. 


Q. Well, I don't want to beat a dead horse, but if somebody 


tells you they found a nine-millimeter shell at the crime scene 


and the lady that answers the door says, I have a nine 


millimeter, then you want to take a look at that nine 


millimeter, right? 


A. Like I said, one of the goals of the investigation would 


be to attempt to find the weapon that was used in the crime. 


Q. All right. So when she says, I don't know where it is, 


I haven't seen it in three days, if it's in that house the 


chances are that it's probably in a room that she doesn't have 


access to, right? 
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1 A. I don't know that we had any knowledge that somebody was 


2 in a room that she may not have access to in her residence. 


3 


4 


5 


6 


7 


8 


9 


10 


11 


12 


13 


Q. 


A. 


Or she just can't find things when she looks for them. 


I have no way of saying, sir. 


Q. Okay. All right. And the application was based in part 


on the conversation with Mrs. Maldonado; isn't that correct? 


A. I would say a small portion of it was related to that, 


but the other information that we had, as far as the vehicle 


leaving the scene, matching the description, the license plate 


information that responded back to that address, and then 


finding the vehicle there at that address when we arrived, 


contributed a large portion, as well. 


MR. GARDNER: Court's indulgence. I want to find 


14 this in here. 


15 Q. Yeah, in your affidavit, it says that you reference an 


16 interview with Maldonado. She stated she possesses a 


17 nine-millimeter handgun that she had last seen three days prior 


18 to June 20th. 


19 


20 


21 


A. 


Q. 


Yes, sir. 


Okay. 


MR. GARDNER: That's all I have for this witness, 


22 Your Honor. 


23 


24 


25 


THE COURT: Any Redirect? 


MS. WALLER: Briefly, Your Honor. 
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1 REDIRECT EXAMINATION 


2 BY MS. WALLER: 


3 Q. I'm going to show you this search warrant. 


4 MS. WALLER: I'm going to approach the witness with 


5 it, State's Exhibit 86. 


6 Q. Mr. Gardner referred to the return of the search 


7 warrant? 


8 


9 


A. 


Q. 


Yes, ma'am. 


Was that return done at the same time that the initial 


10 search warrant was signed by the magistrate? 


11 A. No, ma'am, the return is done after the fact once all 


12 the evidence is collected in reference to that search warrant 


13 so it can be returned to the magistrate that signed it, so 


14 those are completed after the initial search warrant. 


15 Q. So just because that return is attached to that search 


16 warrant doesn't mean you have that knowledge at the night you 


17 got the search warrant signed? 


18 


19 


A. 


Q. 


That's correct. 


I believe, and correct me if I'm wrong, the search 


20 warrant also references the Dodge Charger, that was a search 


21 warrant for the house and the Charger? 


22 


23 


24 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


Yes, ma'am. 


Did you, in fact, take the Dodge Charger that night? 


We did. That Dodge Charger was included in that search 


25 warrant, like you said, and I actually followed that vehicle 
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1 back to our central precinct when it was towed there. 


2 Q. And that's the same Dodge Charger seen speeding away 


3 from the murder? 


4 


5 


6 


7 


8 


9 


10 


11 


A. Yes, ma'am. 


Q. What evidence in addition to a gun would you be looking 


for with that search warrant? 


A. Honestly, anything that can assist us in the 


investigation of the death of this victim, anything that we 


were located, and that information is also laid about in the 


description of property sought in my search warrant, so that 


would be any and all evidence of firearms, including, you know, 


12 handguns, long guns, ammunition, casing, anything of that 


13 evidence, or anything like that, any DNA evidence that might be 


14 


15 


16 


17 


18 


19 


20 


of use to us, any electronic equipment that might be of use to 


us that we could then search that might have belonged to the 


suspects, the identity of any individuals that occupy that 


residence or stay there or frequent that residence, any 


property or clothing, paperwork, wallet, keys, identification, 


anything of that nature. 


Q. And according to that return in your knowledge of the 


21 case, did you actually find those items in that residence that 


22 were relevant to this case? 


23 


24 


A. 


Q. 


Yes, ma'am. 


There's been mention of this conversation with Dana 


25 Maldonado, did you conduct one interview or more then one 
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1 interview with her? 


2 A. To my knowledge, I only spoke to her once, and like I 


3 said, that was after the search warrant was already obtained 


4 and it was actually being executed at that time. I believe it 


5 was myself and Detective Wydra who were speaking to her outside 


6 of the residence, and again, this was after the fact, so I did 


7 not speak to her the first time, it was just after that 


8 information. 


9 


10 


11 


12 


13 


14 


15 


Q. Do you know if another detective spoke to her prior to 


getting the search warrant? 


A. Yes, ma'am. 


Q. 


A. 


Who was that? 


I believe it was Detective Wydra. 


MS. WALLER: No further questions, Your Honor. 


MR. GARDNER: Just if I can make clear, I'll be very 


16 brief, Your Honor. 


17 THE COURT: The way this operates, and it's going to 


18 operate this way throughout the trial, we have direct, cross 


19 and redirect. There's no such thing as recross. It's 


20 incumbent upon you to object to anything she brings out, and 


21 that's going to apply for everybody. 


22 MR. GARDNER: Fair enough. 


23 THE COURT: All right. Very good. You may step 


24 down. Anything further from the State? 


25 MS. WALLER: Your Honor, I have another witness 
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1 available if we need to explore the timing of the search 


2 warrant, but as I said, I believe that the face of the search 


3 warrant speaks for itself. If these defendants had any privacy 


4 right in the room in that residence that he may have been 


5 staying in, even though it was for one night, then a search 


6 warrant, that just requires that we get a search warrant, it 


7 doesn't mean that a search warrant's invalid, so our argument 


8 is the search warrant is a valid search warrant for that 


9 apartment, it includes the entire apartment, despite any 


10 privacy right the defendant may have in that apartment, and 


11 looking at the four corners, I think it's sufficient, but 


12 especially if you look at the four corners and supplement with 


13 the testimony that you've heard, then I think there was 


14 sufficient probable cause at the time the search warrant was 


15 obtained. 


16 (Motions) 


17 THE COURT: Anything from the defense? Any 


18 witnesses? 


19 MR. GARDNER: Judge, I want to, if the Court will 


20 indulge me, I've spoken to my client very briefly before we got 


21 started about testifying, and I would like to talk to him about 


22 putting on the record his -- what they did to demonstrate to 


23 the Court that there was a reasonable expectation to privacy. 


24 If I may have the Court's indulgence? 


25 THE COURT: Yes. 
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1 MR. GARDNER: Judge, he's asked me to put a couple of 


2 things on the record. I would like to put a South Carolina 


3 case on the record: Kolle, K-o-1-1-e versus State. It's a 


4 South Carolina case 386 SC 578. I've tried to share this with 


5 the solicitor awhile ago. It just goes on about reasonable 


6 expectation of privacy, and it was a Myrtle Beach case 


7 involving some tenants that were staying in a room, and they 


8 had only been there briefly, and the Court said that they were 


9 entitled to reasonable expectation to privacy. 


10 THE COURT: Was there a search warrant in that case? 


11 MR. GARDNER: Yes, sir. Hold on. I want to make 


12 sure. Judge, I don't know if it's real clear to me, it just 


13 challenged the search. 


14 


15 


MS. WALLER: I can pull it up. 


MR. GARDNER: It's a long case, and it was out of 


16 Myrtle Beach, and I think it's under PCR context, but 


17 basically, I think it stands for the proposition that a tenant 


18 in a room, whether he's just staying overnight. What happened: 


19 Kolle was befriended and permitted to stay for an extended 


20 period of time. He had a reasonable expectation of privacy in 


21 the apartment, and thus, had standard challenge to search. He 


22 was in a room and it was very similar to this one, and I would 


23 just say, Your Honor, based on everything that happened prior 


24 to this search warrant being obtained, everybody there knew 


25 that they were looking for a gun, and everybody knew that that 
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1 gun was in his apartment, his room in the apartment. They 


2 could have easily briefed the magistrate on that. The 
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3 magistrate could have easily looked at it, made an analysis, 


4 and whether or not he would have granted it for that apartment, 


5 I don't know, but they didn't do those steps. They had plenty 


6 of time and until 2:59 in the morning to get it done, they 


7 didn't do that, and I think the law is clear, he has a 


8 standing, he's made the objection, and I'd ask you respectfully 


9 to suppress anything that was found in his room. 


10 THE COURT: I specifically find that the search 


11 warrant was found on its face, and the probable cause, it's 


12 very detailed, and it sets forth probable cause, and there's 


13 some question about whether or not there's anything 


14 supplemented to the magistrate, and that comes into play when 


15 there's insufficient probable cause set forth in the affidavit. 


16 This one is complete and establishes clear probable cause, and 


17 regardless of whether he has an expectation of privacy in the 


18 room that he was staying in, that's negated by the getting of a 


19 valid search warrant, and you're protected on the record in all 


20 respects, but the evidence received pursuant to the search 


21 warrant is, indeed, admissible. Anything further? 


22 


23 


24 


25 


MS. WALLER: Not as to this matter, Your Honor. 


MR. GARDNER: No, Your Honor. 


THE COURT: Are we ready we're ready for the jury? 


MS. WALLER: I do have one, just something I'd like 
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1 to put on the record, Your Honor. 


2 


3 


THE COURT: Okay. 


MS. WALLER: One of the things that the State is 


4 going to seek to introduce at trial are cell phone records. 
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5 The State has conferred with the defense, and we are moving the 


6 cell phone records into evidence pursuant to 19-5-520, which 


7 allows cell phone records to be put into evidence without the 


8 need to call the records custodian with the furnishing of 


9 certificates saying that they are valid, and we're going to do 


10 that. At this time, we'd like to admit State's Exhibit 74 and 


11 75, which is, 74 is a T-Mobile certification that these cell 


12 records were provided by T-Mobile to the State. Seventy-five 


13 is a flash drive that contains the records. State's Exhibit 72 


14 is a Verizon certificate showing that Verizon gave the State 


15 these records. Seventy-three is a flash drive containing those 


16 records. They have previously been provided to the defense, 


17 and we've told them of our intention to enter them into 


18 evidence this way. We're just making sure that we can enter 


19 them. 


20 THE COURT: Mr. Gardner? 


21 


22 


23 


24 


25 


MR. GARDNER: No objection, Your Honor. 


THE COURT: They're into evidence. 


(State's 72, 73, 74 & 75 were admitted) 


MS. WALLER: Thank you. 


THE COURT: Anything from the State before we bring 
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1 


2 


3 


4 


5 


6 


the jury in? 


MS. WALLER: 


THE COURT: 


MR. GARDNER: 


THE COURT: 


MS. WALLER: 
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Nothing, Your Honor. 


Anything from the defense? 


No, Your Honor. 


We're ready for the jury. 


Your Honor, the victim's family is 


7 seated in the courtroom. Several of them do not speak English. 


8 Their niece is present. She's sitting there with the glasses. 


9 If you see her talking or hear her, she's interpreting for the 


10 family. 


11 


12 


13 


THE COURT: Very good. 


(Jury entered the courtroom at this time) 


THE COURT: Mr. Foreman, ladies and gentlemen of the 


14 jury, thank you for being here and being here on time. I'm 


15 always trying to start right on time, but we were here at 1:30. 


16 We had one legal matter to attend to, it took a little bit 


17 longer than we anticipated, but we appreciate your patience and 


18 appreciate you being here on time. 


19 We're about to begin the trial of Abdullah Seifullah, 


20 and it's become apparent to you at this juncture that you're 


21 participating in criminal court, Court of General Sessions, 


22 where Mr. Abdullah Seifullah has been accused of violating the 


23 criminal codes of the State of South Carolina. I point that 


24 out to you because many of you have probably served on a civil 


25 jury in the past. An example of a civil case would be an 
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1 automobile accident, medical malpractice, contract dispute, 


2 products liability, where the issue that you are trying has to 


3 do with monetary damages, and if you were sitting at the back 


4 of this courtroom it would be very difficult to determine 


5 without hearing the subject matter as to whether or not this is 


6 criminal court or the Court of Common Pleas. In both courts, 


7 you have a jury that listens to the evidence to determine what 


8 the facts are and apply them to the law. In both courts, you 


9 have a judge presiding over the proceedings, and you have 


10 litigants on both sides, you have witnesses taking a witness 


11 stand, but really, the similarities stop there, because 


12 criminal court ensures that someone who's an American citizen 


13 who is accused of a crime is entitled to various constitutional 


14 safeguards, first of which is the defendant is presumed to be 


15 innocent. Any time someone in the United States of America is 


16 accused of a crime, they are entitled to this presumption of 


17 innocence. I envision that as a protective cloak that guards 


18 the defendant throughout this trial on into the deliberation. 


19 The second constitutional safeguard is that the State has the 


20 burden of proof. There's a theoretical reason behind that 


21 because we live in a free and democratic society, and if the 


22 government tries to take away your liberty, they're going to be 


23 required to prove it. There a practical reason behind that, 


24 because the State has all of the resources necessary to prove 


25 the elements of crime. They have the police departments, they 
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1 have the sheriff's department, they have the highway patrol, 


2 they have SLED, they have all of that power to gather the 


3 evidence and present it to you. In some third world countries, 


4 you can be accused of a crime and be called before a Court and 


5 be required to prove yourself innocent. That's not the case in 


6 the United States of America, never has been, never will be. 


7 The defendant need not testify, need not present any evidence. 


8 The burden of proof lies solely on the State to prove each and 


9 every element. The third constitutional safeguard is that the 


10 State is not only required to prove each and every element, 


11 they have to prove it beyond a reasonable doubt. In a civil 


12 case, if you imagine with me, if you will, the scales are 


13 justice where the lady's blindfolded from all bias and all 


14 prejudice, when the trial starts the scales are even, and in a 


15 civil case if the plaintiff tips the scales ever so slightly in 


16 their favor or by a preponderance of the evidence just ever so 


17 slightly, then they prevail, because after all you're only 


18 talking about money, but in the criminal case when you're 


19 talking about a person's liberties, their proof must be more 


20 powerful than that, it must be beyond reasonable doubt, and I 


21 envision that as locking up the scales. 


22 I want to tell you a little bit about how this trial 


23 is going to progress. Here in a moment we're going to 


24 recognize these very fine lawyers for opening statements. The 


25 State has the burden of proof, and they will be required to go 
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1 first. They will talk to you, I imagine, about what they 


2 intend to prove, their theory of the case, and perhaps 


3 something about the law. Then the defendant will have an 


4 opportunity to give an opening statement, and they're not 
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5 required to do that, but they'll be given an opportunity to, if 


6 they choose to do so, and if they do I anticipate they will 


7 talk a little bit about their defenses in the case, a little 


8 bit about the trial, and talk to you in a general way. At the 


9 conclusion of the opening statements, the State has the burden 


10 of proof, and they're going to call one witness right after the 


11 other. They're going to put their hand on the Bible to swear 


12 to tell the truth, and the State will ask them questions about 


13 what they know about this case, and they can testify from their 


14 firsthand knowledge as to what transpired. The defendant will 


15 have an opportunity to cross-examine them, and the State will 


16 have an opportunity to Redirect, that's the way it works. They 


17 will call one witness after the other until they rest their 


18 case, and then at the conclusion of their case the defendant 


19 will be given an opportunity to present evidence, if they 


20 choose to do so, but they're not required to do that. And if 


21 you think about it, in your everyday lives sometimes you can be 


22 accused of something and it's absolutely impossible to prove 


23 your innocence. In the United States of America you aren't 


24 required to do that. After the presentation of all of 


25 evidence, then the lawyers will have an opportunity to stand up 
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1 for you in a procedure that's very similar to open statements, 


2 but it's different in a very real way, because at that juncture 


3 you will have heard all the evidence, and these very fine 


4 lawyers will point to the evidence that supports their relative 


5 theory of the case, and what they have to say is not evidence, 


6 but it will aid you immensely in your deliberation process, so 


7 pay very close attention to that. In the conclusion of the 


8 closing arguments I will charge you the law. 


9 You and I have different roles in this case. I'm the 


10 arbiter of the law. I preside over this proceeding, I rule all 


11 the evidence that you get to hear, and I charge you the law in 


12 the conclusion of the case. Y'all are the triers of fact. 


13 Y'all are the ones that listen to the witnesses, and in every 


14 case that's tried before a jury there's a question of fact and 


15 a question of the inferences to be drawn from those facts, and 


16 that's your job as the jury as find out what the truth is and 


17 apply it to the law. Your job is very important because if I 


18 make an error with regard to my findings of law as my role, 


19 those things can easily be corrected. However, if you make an 


20 error with regard to your findings or fact, quite often they 


21 can't be corrected, so it's very important for you to pay very 


22 close attention. You've taken a solemn oath that you'll listen 


23 to the evidence, determine what the truth is and apply it to 


24 the law as I charge you. Necessarily, in your job as the trier 


25 of fact you've been called upon to weigh in on the credibility 
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1 of witnesses, and credibility simply means believability. Ask 


2 yourself what opportunity the witness had to observe the things 


3 to which they're testifying, ask yourself whether or not the 


4 witness has an interest or bias or prejudice in the case. I'll 


5 tell you from the very outset that you can believe one witness 


6 against many, many against one, you can believe all of what a 


7 witness says, a portion of what a witness says, or none of what 


8 a witness says, and that's your province, to determine what the 


9 truth is. Ask yourself when a person testifies whether or not 


10 their testimony is corroborated by other acts, whether or not 


11 it's in conflict, and you can also pay attention to their 


12 demeanor. The law allows you to do that. You know, all of us 


13 who have children or grandchildren, sometimes it's just as 


14 important to pay attention to the way they say it as to what 


15 they say, their demeanor, and the law allows you to take that 


16 into consideration. Use your good common sense in evaluating 


17 credibility, we do that in our everyday lives, and use your 


18 good common sense in that regard. You are participating in a 


19 time-tested system. This is an important case. It's an 


20 important case. It's an important case to the State of South 


21 Carolina, it's an important case to the defendant, and it's an 


22 important case to you because you have taken a solemn oath to 


23 listen to the evidence, apply it to the law, and render a 


24 verdict in this case. I'm convinced that you will do that. 


25 I'm going to ask that you proceed forward with a very serious 
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1 mind. Given the fact, the nature of this case and the length 


2 of the case, I'm going to direct that you not take notes, so 


3 pay very close attention. There's a reason behind that. I 


4 think the question was posed to me before I came in here as to 


5 whether or not you could take notes, the answer to that is no, 


6 because some people take notes, some people don't, some people 


7 take good notes, some people take bad notes, and we don't want 


8 people to start relying on notes, we want to rely on your 


9 recollection, so there's a reason for that. Pay very close 


10 attention. These are important matters. State, you recognize. 


11 


12 


MR. MARTIN: May it please the Court, Your Honor? 


THE COURT: Yes. 


13 (Attorney Martin presented an opening statement on behalf 


14 of the State at this time) 


15 MR. MARTIN: David. I want y'all to remember that 


16 name: David Roldan-Dimas. David was a young man entering the 


17 prime of his life. At 20 years old, he was a student here at 


18 Coastal Carolina University, a bright young man. Like a lot of 


19 his peers at Coastal, he went to class, he had a girlfriend, he 


20 had a black Camara that he drove and that he loved. Probably 


21 unlike a lot of his peers at Coastal, his day started very, 


22 very early at the crack of dawn, and not because he was 


23 recovering from the night before, he had a job, so he was 


24 having to balance a job and studies. David loved his family, 


25 he talked to them every day, he was active in his church, and 
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1 June 19, 2023, started as no different day for David. Like I 


2 said, he woke up at the crack of dawn, he went to his job, he 


3 got promoted that day, actually. When he got home to celebrate 


4 his promotion, he cleaned his apartment, and he talked to his 


5 girlfriend, Izabella, who you're going to hear from, she's 


6 sitting over there, and they decided, well, let's go to the 


7 


8 


9 


gym. They went to Planet Fitness at Carolina Forest, and it's 


10 


11 


June, you 


be pretty 


night, so 


about the 


guys 


darn 


they 


time 


live here, you 


hot during the 


decided to go 


it gets dark, 


get it, some of our June days can 


day and a little bit cooler at 


about nine in the evening, right 


and they got there and they worked 


12 out. Well, towards the end of their workout, Izabella's 


13 younger brother, Caio, he was in high school, came to the gym. 


14 David did not want to leave without Caio, so David and Izabella 


15 decided to wait on him. It was much later at this point in the 


16 dark, you'll hear Izabella even say that David told her, I'm 


17 never going to leave y'all alone here, so they walked out, said 


18 their goodbyes. Bella even says that she and David made plans 


19 to meet again and hang out on Friday. Well, they didn't, but 


20 she saw him in his casket, and that's why we're here. David, 


21 Izabella, Caio, what they didn't know was that Abdullah 


22 Seifullah and his friend, Brandon Huertas, were down here from 


23 Connecticut staying with Dana Maldonado. Dana is the 


24 great-aunt of Brandon's child. And while they were here, the 


25 vehicle that they drove down from Connecticut was involved in a 
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1 car accident, and Dana's going to tell you, that vehicle was 


2 just not where they could drive it back to Connecticut, so she 


3 loaned them her car, a Dodge Charger that was about gray or 


4 silver in color. While Dana is looking on plane tickets and 


5 trying to figure out how to get them back to Connecticut, 


6 Abdullah Seifullah had other plans. Waiting in a Planet 


7 Fitness parking lot, he got out of the car, gun in his hand, 


8 and approached David's black Camaro and shot and killed him 


9 over a piece of metal in tires. Caio and Bella were in 


10 separate vehicles and they had left right before it happened, 


11 and Caio is going to tell you, as he was leaving, he sees this 


12 gray silver Dodge Charger just pass by and this black male 


13 wearing a mask running after him. He asked him if he can help 


14 him, thought he'd just been robbed, so the 17-year-old Caio in 


15 high school is really one of the heroes of our story, because 


16 he follows that Charger, calls in the license plate, and the 


17 police track it to Dana's house. Keep in mind, Caio didn't 


18 know the real story at this point. When the police get to the 


19 house, Dana's there, but Abdullah and Brandon have left. In 


20 Abdullah's haste to leave, he left behind some important 


21 belongings, and when the police searched the house and the room 


22 that he was staying in, found some of his items, like a wallet, 


23 Social Security card, they found a gun. When investigator Trey 


24 McQueen goes to clear the weapon, he finds a shell casing in 


25 the gun that didn't properly eject. He had also found a shell 
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1 casing on the scene in the parking lot at Planet Fitness. The 


2 gun, these items were taken to SLED, the casings themselves 


3 were linked back to being fired from that gun, and Abdullah's 


4 DNA was linked to that gun, and that's why we're here. 


5 Abdullah Seifullah was charged with murder, possession of a 


6 weapon during a violent crime. 


7 Judge Nettles has already given y'all a pretty good 


8 rundown as to what to expect with this trial, and my job is 


9 openings is to really give you, like he was talking about, a 


10 roadmap, or a blueprint as sort of how me and Ms. Waller see 


11 things panning out, but trials are really like anything in 


12 life. I'm the father of two little girls, both under two, and 


13 needless to say, the Martin household is chaotic, things are 


14 uncertain. Trials can be the same way, so witnesses, you may 


15 notice, have to be called out of order for some reason, but the 


16 substance of what they're gonna say, that's not gonna change. 


17 So what is it that we expect you to hear from that stand? 


18 You're gonna hear from a lot of different witnesses, as you can 


19 imagine, with it being a murder case. Law enforcement, Sean 


20 Wydra, the lead agent with Horry County Police Department, he's 


21 gonna talk with you about how homicide investigations work and 


22 what he did. Trey McQueen, who I just mentioned was the crime 


23 scene officer that worked both scenes, the house and the 


24 parking lot. He's going to talk to you about the items of 


25 evidence that he photographed and collected, a lot of what I 
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1 just talked with you about. Karl Kangas with the county police 


2 is going to talk to you guys and give you a little lesson on 


3 cell phones and cell tower data and tell you that both Brandon 


4 and Abdullah's phones were in the location of Planet Fitness at 


5 the time of the murder. You're going to hear from analysts 


6 with SLED, the person who tested the DNA, and the firearms 


7 analyst who worked with the guns, but I think it's important in 


8 this particular case to listen also -- sorry about that --


9 listen also to the witnesses who aren't law enforcement, the 


10 regular everyday people who did the right thing and helped 


11 solve this puzzle, people like Mr. and Mrs. Letaj, members at 


12 the gym, they called 911. You're going to hear Mr. Letaj say 


13 that as they drove by, he saw a black man with a mask. Does 


14 that sound familiar to what Caio said? A black man with a mask 


15 holding a gun, approach a black Camaro, tap on the window, 


16 heard a noise, boom, and that black Camaro crashes, and a 


17 silver and gray Dodge Charger speeds off with the black male 


18 and the mask running behind it. Sound familiar what Caio said? 


19 Daryl Detrick, if you guys are from here and you've been to 


20 that area, I'm sure we've all seen Detrick's Car Wash, probably 


21 a celebrity, he was there at his car wash, and as luck would 


22 have it, his security cameras pick up the incident. We're 


23 going to play it for you, and you're going to see what I 


24 described, a silver gray Charger zoom past Caio's truck and a 


25 person running behind. You're going to hear from Caio and 
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1 Izabella, the last two human beings to talk to him before he 


2 died, and you're gonna hear from a few other witnesses as well. 


3 The judge talked with you guys a little bit about the 


4 law, okay, and at the end of the trial, once you hear and see 


5 the evidence from this witness stand, Ms. Waller, Leigh, is 


6 going to come and talk with you guys again and kind of tie 


7 everything together, but Judge Nettles is the ruler of the law. 


8 When he talks to you about the law, what he says is the law, so 


9 if I say something that is different than what Judge Nettles 


10 says, please go with the judge, but it's hard for me to do my 


11 job and give you guys a rundown of what to expect without first 


12 talking to you a little bit about the law in this case. He's 


13 already gone over with you about beyond a reasonable doubt. 


14 You must be firmly convinced it is solely the State's burden to 


15 prove him guilty beyond a reasonable doubt. Remember how I 


16 said a few things in life are certain? It's no different. We 


17 know the sun is going to rise in the morning and it's going to 


18 set tonight. Outside of that, a few things in life are 


19 certain. You're not totally convinced it's beyond a reasonable 


20 doubt, firmly convinced of the defendant's guilt. 


21 So what's murder? Murder itself is the killing of 


22 another person with malice aforethought. Welcome to South 


23 Carolina and our wordy words, but malice aforethought, what is 


24 that? Malice is what you think it is. Malice is ill will. 


25 It's hostility towards another person. Malice is the 
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1 intentional act of committing a wrong against another person 


2 and the intentional injury that may result. Malice 


3 aforethought, think of the defendant's state of mind, okay? 


4 The defendant must have this malice in his mind before and at 


5 the time of the murder. The law doesn't give you particulars 


6 on the amount of time you have to have it, but you just have to 


7 have it. So let's talk about an example. Getting out of your 


8 car, holding a gun, walking up to a stranger's vehicle who's 


9 minding his own business, pulling the trigger and killing him, 


10 is malice, it's malice aforethought, it's murder. The other 


11 charge is possession of a weapon during a violent crime, or 


12 during the commission of a violent crime. That is exactly what 


13 it sounds like, Abdullah Seifullah possessed a firearm while he 


14 committed a violent crime, murder. David, David Roldan-Dimas, 


15 June 19, 2023 was the day his life ended, was taken from him, 


16 the day his life, his family's lives changed forever. It 


17 changed the lives of the regular, everyday people that did the 


18 right thing, and there's really only one way to ensure a little 


19 bit of justice in this case, and that's to find Abdullah 


20 Seifullah guilty. Thank you. 


21 THE COURT: Yes, sir, you recognize. 


22 (Attorney Gardner presented an opening statement on 


23 behalf of the Defendant at this time) 


24 MR. GARDNER: Your Honor, Mr. Foreman, ladies and 


25 gentlemen, jury, Madam Solicitor, I think I did my first murder 
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1 trial 29 years ago, and my opening statement has always been 


2 the same ever since then, but I'm going to step out of that and 


3 I'm going to respond to a couple things that the solicitor 


4 said, because what he said, although it is sad, and it's always 


5 sad when we have a murder case, and we feel for the victims, we 


6 feel for the families. That type of argument, that type of 


7 opening statement is improper and has no basis in a court of 


8 law. Appealing to the sympathies and pulling on the 


9 heartstrings is not why we're here. We're not here to reward 


10 any friends and we're not here to punish any enemies. You also 


11 wore a solemn oath that you wouldn't do that, so I ask you to 


12 disregard all that and listen to the testimony and make your 


13 decision based on the law that the judge gives you. That's why 


14 we're here, not because we're sad, we're here to do a job, and 


15 let's stick with the facts, let's stick with the law and do 


16 what we're supposed to do. Thank you. 


17 Now, let me get back to my job. Like I said, I've 


18 been doing this almost, I've been doing it over 30 years, but 


19 this is, I've only done murders for 29 years, and the opening 


20 is usually the same. We talk about the burden of proof. The 


21 judge did a wonderful job earlier. I don't think I've ever 


22 heard it done better than that, and I know y'all were listening 


23 because we picked y'all because we knew that y'all were 


24 listening and following that law. So that is a great thing. 


25 So I would just add a couple things that I've learned over the 
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1 years, and I will tell you, one of the things is don't try to 


2 form an opinion about the case until you've heard all of the 


3 evidence. Okay? And don't discuss the case with other members 


4 of the jury until it's time to deliberate. I've been hearing 


5 that for 40 years, and I always thought it was to protect my 


6 client, but the truth of the matter is, I just found this out, 


7 it's to protect the jurors, okay? Because if you tell somebody 


8 


9 


10 


11 


12 


13 


14 


15 


16 


17 


18 


19 


20 


21 


22 


23 


24 


what your opinion is before you hear all of the testimony and 


you change that opinion based on a new witness or a law, then 


it's kind of hard for you to come back and say, oh, shucks, I 


was wrong, or some people can do that, human nature being what 


it is, so we just say, don't do that, it makes it easier for 


everyone. It's just the right thing to do to follow the law, 


so we're going to follow the law. Another thing I picked up on 


a case, saw somebody being interviewed after the case. The 


juror said on the TV: You know, we thought that guy was 


innocent, but he just really never proved it. What's wrong 


with that? Lots of things. He's not supposed to prove it. 


Okay? 


that. 


That's why I'm not talking about facts and stuff like 


I don't have the burden of proof. The judge said that 


very clear. So if you get into your deliberations and you 


start thinking like that, it's time to stop and come back with 


a not guilty verdict. Okay? If you get to thinking about, I 


don't think they proved it, and I'm going to, I just -- we're 


25 here because of that. Another thing, burden to prove, that's 
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1 another thing I've learned over the years that a lot of people 


2 don't understand, and the judge did a wonderful analysis of the 


3 lady with the scales, and we have a courtroom here in Conway 


4 across the street, and we have a courtroom in Myrtle Beach at 


5 21st Avenue, very similar. One of them has the scales in it, 


6 and one of them doesn't, and I was doing that argument that, or 


7 I was saying that at opening statement one time and I forgot 


8 where I was and I turned around to point to the scales and they 


9 weren't there, so just imagine if they were here, and the judge 


10 told you what that means, but still, people struggle with that. 


11 So what is the burden of proof beyond a reasonable 


12 doubt? It's always on the State, the defense doesn't have to 


13 prove anything, so what I've learned is that we can go through 


14 the different types of burden proof. I think the judge touched 


15 on most people when they're in court, being on jury duty, or 


16 being a litigant, it's usually civil court. You got in a car 


17 wreck, somebody breached a contract with them, they're getting 


18 a divorce, all these are civil rules and it's completely 


19 different, but the burdens of proof starting with one of my 


20 favorite words, we had a Supreme Court Justice who used this 


21 word all the time, "scintilla," and a scintilla of evidence is 


22 basically just like it sounds, it was absolutely nothing. So 


23 if you have a scintilla of evidence, you have nothing, and your 


24 only verdict could be not guilty. The next level of proof we 


25 have is called a reasonable suspicion, and a reasonable 
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1 suspicion is what a highway patrolman uses when he comes up 


2 behind you and he pulls you over because he thinks you might be 


3 drinking, or you might have some illegal stuff in the car, 


4 something like that, he don't really know it, he just got a gut 


5 feeling about it, and that's nowhere near enough what we're 


6 talking about. Okay? And the next one is preponderance of 


7 evidence, that's what we talked about in civil cases. People 


8 can demonstrate that mathematically, anything over fifty 


9 percent, anything that tilts the scales, and then another 


10 evidence level is clear and convincing. Clear and convincing 


11 evidence is evidence that the judge in family court uses in a 


12 DSS case when they take your children away from you. Clear and 


13 convincing evidence, and you ain't got no more child, that's a 


14 high level of proof, and we want it to be a high burden. And 


15 then the next level is beyond a reasonable doubt. It's 


16 reasonable doubt, but it's beyond that, so it's even higher 


17 than that, and that has started ever since you took your oath, 


18 and it goes with you into the jury room. I never figured that 


19 out until the other day. It goes with you into the jury room, 


20 so there will be 12 of y'all. I don't know which 12 it'll be, 


21 but there will be 12 of y'all deliberating, but really there 


22 will be 13 of y'all. There will be the presumption of 


23 innocence and the burden of proof, and everything that the 


24 judge told y'all, so you resolve all issues in favor of the 


25 defendant, that's the law. All right? 
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1 So I do want to talk about a little bit about what to 


2 expect in this case. I anticipate that there will a DNA 


3 expert, the solicitor will tell you all about that, there'll be 


4 some DNA, and if there's a DNA match of an item with an 


5 individual, that just means that at some point in time that 


6 individual probably touched that item. Okay? I cross-examined 


7 a DNA expert one time, and I said exactly what I said, and he 


8 corrected being said, no, it means he touched it. Okay, so he 


9 touched it at some point in time, we just don't know when. 


10 Another thing is, conversely, if you have a vehicle that 


11 doesn't have DNA in it, then you could probably say that he 


12 didn't touch that. Okay? So in this case, I think that the 


13 evidence will show that there was a weapon that was touched at 


14 some point in time by my client, but it was down in his room, 


15 we think that's what they're going to say. We're also going to 


16 say they're going to play a video of somebody running down the 


17 street, we don't know who that is, and they're going to hear it 


18 from people that say they saw somebody running down the street, 


19 and we don't know who that is, so this case is not as clear cut 


20 as what somebody might think it is. This case is going to 


21 require a lot of attention, this case is going to require a lot 


22 of listening and following the law and doing what we're 


23 supposed to do, and when it's all over, I'm going to get back 


24 up here and I'm going to ask you to put all that together, 


25 listen to the law and come back with not guilty. Thank you for 
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1 your attention. 


THE COURT: Thank you, Mr. Gardner. 2 


3 THE COURT: State can recognize. You may call your 


4 first witness. 


5 


6 


MS. WALLER: Your Honor, the State calls Selda Letaj. 


THE COURT: Yes, ma'am. If you could please come 


7 forward. I'm going to ask you to approach the Clerk, place 


8 your left hand on the Bible and raise your right while the 


9 Clerk administers the oath. 


10 THE CLERK: Do you solemnly swear or affirm the 


11 evidence you're about to give the Court in this case will be 


12 the truth, the whole truth and nothing but the truth, so help 


13 you God? 


14 


15 


THE WITNESS: Yes. 


THE COURT: Have a seat in the witness chair, please, 


16 ma'am. I'm asking if you could pull up real close to that 


17 microphone. Speak loudly, clearly and slowly, in order we can 


18 hear everything that you have to say, and let's start with your 


19 full name, please, ma'am. 


20 SELDA LETAJ WAS DULY SWORN AT THIS TIME AND TESTIFIED 


21 AS FOLLOWS: 


22 


23 


24 


25 


THE WITNESS: My name is Selda Lataj. 


THE COURT: Could you spell that for us? 


THE WITNESS: S-E-L-D-A, L-E-T-A-J, my last name. 


THE COURT: Very good. 
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1 


2 


MS. WALLER: Thank you, Your Honor. 


DIRECT EXAMINATION 


83 


3 BY MS. WALLER: 


4 


5 


6 


7 


8 


9 


10 


11 


12 


13 


14 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


Ms. Letaj. Letaj? 


That's fine. 


Letaj. Ms. Letaj, where do you work? 


I work for Horry County Schools. 


What do you do at Horry County schools? 


I work in the cafeteria. 


So you're the lunch lady? 


Yes, ma'am. 


How long have you been working in Horry County Schools? 


It's going to be almost five years. 


And where do you currently live? Don't give me your 


15 address, just tell me 


16 A. Myrtle Beach. 


17 


18 


19 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


20 2023? 


21 


22 


A. 


Q. 


Myrtle Beach. How long have you lived in Myrtle Beach? 


Almost five years. 


So you were living in Myrtle Beach back on June 19, 


Yes, ma'am. 


I'm going to direct your attention to that date. Do you 


23 recall going to the Planet Fitness on that date? 


24 


25 


A. 


Q. 


Yes, ma'am. 


Which Planet Fitness did you go to? 
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1 


2 


3 


4 


5 


6 


7 


8 


9 


10 


11 


12 


13 


14 


15 


16 


17 


18 


19 


20 


21 


A. It was the one by Glenn Forest Drive, I believe. 


Q. Okay. What's nearby there? What's a good landmark? 


A. It's by the outlets, by the one. 


84 


Q. By one of the outlets? And did you work out at that gym 


frequently? 


A. I was at the gym. 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


But you're a member of that gym? 


Yes. 


Did you go by yourself or did someone go with you? 


I went with my spouse. 


With your spouse? Your husband, what's his name? 


Perparim Letaj. 


Do you remember what time you arrived at the gym? 


It was 9:00 or 9:30. 


How did you guys get there? 


We drove. 


Did your husband drive or did you drive? 


My husband. 


Do you know about what time you left the gym that night? 


Almost, it was, I believe, almost 11:00. 


As you were leaving the gym, did anything occur that 


22 caught your attention? 


23 


24 


25 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


Yes. 


What was that? 


It was -- I didn't see much because my husband was 
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1 driving. I was on the passenger drive, so the only thing I 


2 saw, it was -- because we were parked from where the shooter 


3 happened, like, we were two cars down. 


4 


5 


6 


7 


8 


9 


10 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


Okay. 


So it was a shooting. 


A shooting? Did you hear a gunshot? 


I did. 


And were you inside your car when you heard that? 


Yes, ma'am. 


Did you see any person with a gun or any person in the 


11 vicinity of the gunshot? 


12 A. I didn't see much. It was also nighttime, and, like, I 


13 was on the passenger seat, my husband was driving. 


14 


15 


16 


17 


18 


19 


20 


21 


22 


Q. Okay. Did you call 911 that night? 


A. Yes, ma'am. 


Q. Have you previously listened to the 911 call you made 


that night? 


A. 


Q. 


Yes, I did. 


MS. WALLER: May I approach the witness, Your Honor? 


THE COURT: Yes. 


(State's Exhibit No. 1 was marked for identification.) 


I'm going to show you what's been marked as State's 


23 Exhibit 1, and do you recognize this? 


24 


25 


A. 


Q. 


Yes. 


Does this contain a copy of the phone call you made that 
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1 night? 


2 


3 


4 


5 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


(No audible response.) 


You have to answer out loud. 


Yes, it is. 


Thank you. And is the call, as it's preserved on this 


6 recording, what actually happened that night? Is it the call 


7 


8 


9 


you made that night? 


A. So we were trying to get out of there, and I was just 


telling my husband, let's move to the, like, next parking lot, 


10 because I was, like, so afraid. So I was hoping I can save 


11 that person's life. It was very sad. Like, I was shaking when 


12 I was making that phone call. I couldn't even, like, pronounce 


13 my name when I called 911. 


14 


15 


16 


17 


18 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


Okay. 


It was very emotional. 


Very emotional. 


Yes. 


So we'll hear your emotional on this call. 


19 MS. WALLER: Your Honor, the State would like to 


20 introduce Exhibit 1 into evidence and publish it for the jury. 


21 


22 


23 


24 


25 


THE COURT: Any objection? 


MR. GARDNER: No, sir. 


THE COURT: It's into evidence. You may publish it. 


(State's Exhibit No. 1 was admitted into evidence.) 


MS. WALLER: Your Honor, we're gonna play it from 
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1 here. If anyone can't hear, please just raise your hand. 


2 (Audio call playing) 


3 Q. Ms. Letaj, we just heard the 911 call you placed that 


4 night. Is that an accurate recording? 


5 A. Yes, it is. 


6 


7 


8 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


We heard a male voice on there. Who is that speaking? 


That was my husband. 


Your husband? And does that refresh your recollection 


9 about the guy you saw that night? 


10 


11 


12 


13 


14 


15 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


Yes. 


What did he look like? 


It was a black, black male. 


Did you know him? 


I did not. 


Could you recognize him right now? You've never 


16 identified him, I'm not asking you to identify him. What I'm 


17 asking is, were you able to identify him for the police, other 


18 than saying he was a black male? 


19 


20 


21 


22 


23 


24 


25 


A. 


Q. 


No. 


Did you know the victim in the case at all, the person 


who was killed? 


A. Yeah. 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


Did you know him? 


Oh, no, I do not. 


Okay. And do you still go to that gym? 
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A. It took me some months to go back in there. 


MS. WALLER: No further questions, Your Honor. 


THE COURT: Cross-Examination? 


MR. GARDNER: No, sir, no questions. 
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1 


2 


3 


4 


5 THE COURT: You may step down. Any objection to this 


6 witness being excused? 


7 MR. GARDNER: No, Your Honor. 


8 THE COURT: You're free to leave. Thank you, ma'am. 


9 You may call your next witness. 


10 MR. MARTIN: The State calls Perparim Letaj. 


11 THE COURT: I'll ask you to place your left hand on 


12 the Bible, raise your right, as the Clerk administers the oath. 


13 THE CLERK: Do you solemnly swear or affirm the 


14 evidence you're about to give the Court in this case will be 


15 the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, so help 


16 you God? 


17 THE WITNESS: Yes. 


18 PERPARIM LETAJ WAS DULY SWORN AT THIS TIME AND 


19 TESTIFIED AS FOLLOWS: 


20 THE COURT: Come around, have a seat in the witness 


21 chair, pull up real close that microphone and speak loudly, 


22 clearly and slowly, in order that we can hear everything that 


23 you have to say. Let's start with your full name, please, sir. 


24 


25 


THE WITNESS: Perparim Letaj. 


THE COURT: Very good. Spell that for us. 
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1 THE WITNESS: P-E-R-P-A-R-I-M, first name. The last 


2 name, L-E-T-A-J. 


3 THE COURT: Thank you, sir. Yes, sir, you recognize, 


4 Mr. Martin. 


5 MR. MARTIN: Thank you, Your Honor. 


6 DIRECT EXAMINATION 


7 BY MR. MARTIN: 


8 


9 


10 


11 


12 


13 


14 


15 


16 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


Mr. Lataj, do you live here in Horry County? 


Yes, sir. 


Where do you work? 


I work in Myrtle Beach. I'm a maintenance supervisor. 


And how long have you lived here in Horry County? 


About four years now. 


So were you living here back in June of 2023? 


Yes, sir. 


And were you a member of the Planet Fitness Gym in 


17 Carolina Forest? 


18 


19 


A. 


Q. 


Yes, sir. 


And do you recall an incident where you called the 


20 police back on June 19, 2023? 


21 


22 


23 


24 


25 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


Yes, sir. 


How did you get to the gym that day? 


We drove to the gym by car. 


And who were you with? 


I was with my wife. 
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1 


2 


3 


4 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


And did your wife call the police? 


She did, yeah. 


Were you present during that phone call? 


I was. 


90 


5 Q. Now, what prompted you to make phone call to the police? 


6 Why did you call the police? 


7 A. So as we were walking to my car so we could leave home, 


8 when we were trying to go back home and I looked on my left, we 


9 were actually parked three cars from where the incident 


10 happened, and as I was driving off the side there, I saw 


11 somebody with a gun with the mask. I could not see the full 


12 face, but, you know, I could tell that he's dark-skinned, and 


13 then we heard the as soon as I saw that happening, I 


14 gassed -- I mean, I gave gas to my car trying to get away from 


15 there, and that's when we heard the shot. I heard one shot and 


16 we went to the other side of the parking lot, which is another 


17 business, American Furniture. It's the same parking lot, but 


18 


19 


20 


21 


22 


23 


24 


25 


it's a little bit further from the whole -- where everything 


happened. 


Q. This individual with the mask, did you see him holding 


any kind of a weapon? 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


Yes. 


What was it? 


It was a gun. 


And did you see where he went while holding that gun? 
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1 Where did he go? 


2 


3 


4 


5 


6 


7 


8 


9 


10 


11 


12 


13 


14 


15 


16 


A. He approached he was at the car, and I did not see 


the door opening of the car, but he was, like, inches away from 


the door. 


Q. Did you see him do anything with the gun? 


A. Pointed at the car. 


Q. Did he ever knock on the window or do anything like that 


with the car? 


A. I did not see, no, I wasn't thinking about all that, you 


know, so I was just trying to get out of there, and I went to 


the other side of the parking lot. 


Q. I believe you previously testified to hearing the shot. 


What happened next after you heard the shot? 


A. So after we heard the shot, I think we called -- my wife 


called the police just right after it happened, and then so 


we -- if I had the-- but we took a right, basically, out of 


17 there. We still stayed in the same area just so if police 


18 come, we could tell them what's happened. 


19 Q. So was this your first time going to that gym? 


20 A. No. 


21 


22 


23 


24 


Q. Were you very familiar with the Planet Fitness gym and 


the parking lot there? 


A. Yes. 


Q. If I showed you a map of the Planet Fitness parking lot, 


25 could you recognize and talk about it? 
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1 A. Yes. 


2 MR. MARTIN: Court's indulgence. I'm going to grab 


3 the easel now, and we'll show you. Your Honor, would it be 


4 okay if the witness came off the stand? 


5 


6 Q. 


THE COURT: Certainly. 


First I'm going to show you what's been marked for 


7 identification as State's Exhibit 3. Generally speaking, what 


8 is this? 


9 


10 


A. 


Q. 


So, well 


Yeah, so basically, is this a picture of the Planet 


11 Fitness gym that you attended on Glenn Forest Road? 


12 


13 


A. 


Q. 


Yes. 


And is that a fair and accurate picture, aerial shot of 


14 that gym? 


15 


16 


A. Yes. 


MR. MARTIN: Your Honor, at this time the State would 


17 ask to move this into evidence so that we can talk about it 


18 with the jury. 


19 THE COURT: Any objection from defense? 


20 MR. GARDNER: No, Your Honor. 


21 THE COURT: It's into evidence. 


22 


23 


(State's Exhibit No. 3 was entered into evidence) 


MR. MARTIN: Real quick, can all the jurors see? 


24 Yeah, let's try to stand at this angle, if that's okay. 


25 Q. Now, if you could, point out where the entrance to the 
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1 gym is. 


2 A. (Indicating.) 


3 Q. And about where did you and your wife park when you 


4 arrived? 


5 A. (Indicating.) 


6 Q. Okay. Now, I believe you had just testified to what had 


7 happened when you left the gym. 


8 


9 


A. 


Q. 


Yes. 


Please, if you could to the jury, point out where you 


10 were at when you saw, you've described it as a black male with 


11 a mask? 


12 A. Yes. So as we came out of the Planet Fitness, we went 


13 to our car. So we went to our car, either this one or this one 


14 here (indicating,) we got out of here, we started driving this 


15 way, this is where the guy with the Camaro was, and this is 


16 where I seen somebody approaching the Camaro from the back, and 


17 as soon as I saw the gun, this is where I sped up and I kind of 


18 parked right here. The guy in the Camaro got -- oh, this is 


19 where I also heard the shot over here somewhere. As I was 


20 going this way, I seen a Dodge -- gray Dodge Charger getting 


21 out of here, very fast speed, and so at the Taco Bell, then I 


22 was just assuming stuff. I cannot -- like, it's not credible, 


23 but I did see a Charger. I did not know, I just said there 


24 was a Charger speeding up, but he could have been, like, just 


25 going fast, but it's --
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1 


2 


Q. 


A. 


94 


Okay. 


Once I parked there, that's where we stayed to wait for 


3 the police. The guy gets shot there, goes through this parking 


4 lot, and this is where he hits two or three cars. 


5 


6 


Q. 


A. 


Was he inside the black Camara? 


He was inside the Camara, and that's when I -- we were, 


7 like, you know, it's taking way too long time, he's still not 


8 out of the car, he must be dead in there. You know, we 


9 couldn't approach the car in those kind of situations, so but 


10 then later they confirmed that he was dead. 


11 Q. Now, if I show you another one of the parking lot, could 


12 you look at that, as well? I'll take this down. Now, I'm 


13 going to show you what's been marked as State's 4 for 


14 identification purposes. This one, obviously, is another. 


15 Now, do you recognize what we're looking at here? 


16 


17 


A. 


Q. 


Yes. 


And is this aerial photograph of Planet Fitness and the 


18 surroundings seem to be a fair accurate representation of how 


19 it looked? 


20 


21 


A. Yes. 


MR. MARTIN: Your Honor, at this time may we enter 


22 this into evidence? 


23 


24 


25 


THE COURT: Any objection? 


MR. GARDNER: No, Your Honor. 


THE COURT: It's into evidence. 
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1 


2 Q. 


95 


(State's Exhibit No. 4 was admitted into evidence) 


So this is a zoomed out, obviously, where is the Planet 


3 Fitness, and where in relation to the Planet Fitness is the car 


4 wash and 501? 


5 


6 


A. 


Q. 


(Indicating.) 


Okay. And if you could, just on this broader one, try 


7 to point out what direction you saw the car leaving now. 


8 


9 


10 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


(indicating) Like this. 


That's fine. 


Oh, no, I seen it here, but he definitely took a left 


11 from there, so I don't know from here, this way, I don't know. 


12 


13 


14 


Q. 


A. 


But he took a left out of the parking lot? 


Yes. 


MR. MARTIN: I don't have any further questions 


15 regarding this. You can have a seat. Court's indulgence. 


16 Q. Mr. Letaj, other than testifying here today, did that 


17 pretty much conclude all of your involvement in the case? 


18 


19 


20 


21 


22 


23 


24 


25 


A. Yes. 


MR. 


questions for 


THE 


THE 


THE 


THE 


MR. 


MARTIN: Your Honor, we don't have any more 


the witness at this time. 


COURT: You're free to leave. 


WITNESS: Free to leave back home? 


COURT: Yes. 


WITNESS: Okay. 


MARTIN: Thank you, Your Honor. 
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2 day. 


3 


96 


THE WITNESS: Thank you, Your Honor. Have a good 


THE COURT: We're gonna take this brief moment for 


4 y'all to refresh yourselves. Once again, do not discuss the 


5 case in any way, shape or form at this point. Everyone remain 


6 seated as the jury exits the courtroom. 


7 (Recess taken) 


8 (Jury exited the courtroom at this time) 


9 THE COURT: During the the recess, it was called to 


10 my attention one of the jurors has a continuous glucose monitor 


11 and it runs through her phone. Of course, all phones have 


12 ability to access the Internet. She needs that to monitor her 


13 sugar. I think if it goes out of the jury room, probably it 


14 loses signal, and that sort of thing. What would the State --


15 I would propose that we give her instructions, number one, to 


16 turn the ringer off, the alarm will work if the ringer's off, 


17 and that she not access her phone to call anyone or to use the 


18 Internet. What would you propose? 


19 MS. WALLER: Your Honor, the State's fine with that 


20 proposal. 


21 


22 


MR. GARDNER: I have no objection, Your Honor. 


THE COURT: All right. Can I have that particular 


23 juror? I want y'all to hear my instructions to see if you have 


24 any objections. Yes, ma'am, how are you doing? 


25 THE JUROR: Good how are you? 
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1 THE COURT: Good. It's been called my attention that 


2 you have a glucose monitor. 


3 THE JUROR: Yeah. 


4 THE COURT: And I think it probably would be best if 


5 you could keep that phone with you in case your alarm goes off. 


6 I'm going to give you instructions. Turn off the ringer. 


7 


8 


THE JUROR: Uh-huh. 


THE COURT: The phone will still work. I mean, the 


9 alarm will still work with ringer off. 


10 


11 


THE JUROR: Yes. 


THE COURT: And I'm also ordering that you not access 


12 the phone to make a call, take a call, or do any research on 


13 the Internet. That would be a violation of the order and 


14 subject you to contempt. Do you understand that? 


15 THE JUROR: Yes. 


16 THE COURT: All right. Very good. Thank you. I 


17 think if you were to put it outside, it'd probably lose signal. 


18 THE JUROR: It will. 


19 THE COURT: Okay. So that's what we will do to 


20 correct that. Any questions? 


21 


22 


23 


24 


25 


THE JUROR: No. 


THE COURT: Thank you. Let's cut off that ringer. 


THE JUROR: It's off. 


THE COURT: Okay. Good. Thank you. 


THE JUROR: I mean, it'll vibrate, so if it goes down 
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1 low, it will go off. 


2 THE COURT: Very good. You can leave the alarm on. 


3 That's the reason I want you to have it. We don't want it to 


4 ring with an incoming call. Thank you. 


THE JUROR: Thank you. 


THE COURT: We'll stand at these for five minutes. 


(Recess taken) 


THE COURT: Anything from the State before we bring 


5 


6 


7 


8 


9 in the jury? 


10 


11 


12 


13 


14 


15 


16 Detrick. 


17 


MR. MARTIN: No, Your Honor. 


MR. GARDNER: No, Your Honor. 


THE COURT: We're ready for the jury. 


(Jury entered the courtroom) 


THE COURT: You may call your next witness. 


MR. MARTIN: Your Honor, the State calls Daryl 


THE COURT: Mr. Detrick, if you could please come 


18 forward. I'm going ask, if you could, approach the Bible. 


19 Place your left hand on the Bible and raise your right. 


20 THE CLERK: Do you solemnly swear or affirm the 


21 evidence you're about to give the Court in this case will be 


22 the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, so help 


23 you God? 


24 


25 


THE WITNESS: Yes. 
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1 DARRYL DETRICK WAS DULY SWORN AT THIS TIME AND 


2 TESTIFIED AS FOLLOWS: 


3 THE COURT: Have a seat in the witness chair. I'm 


4 gonna ask, if you could, pull up real close to that microphone, 


5 and speak loudly, clearly and slowly in order for us to hear 


6 everything that you have to say. Let's start with your full 


7 name, please, sir. 


8 THE WITNESS: Darryl Detrick, D-A-R-R-Y-L, Detrick, 


9 D-E-T-R-I-C-K. 


10 


11 


THE COURT: Very good. 


MR. MARTIN: Thank you, Your Honor. 


12 DIRECT EXAMINATION 


13 BY MR. MARTIN: 


14 


15 


16 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


Mr. Detrick, can you see me around the TV? 


Yeah, I can see you, but I can't see the TV. 


We'll get to that in a second. Just for the jury, where 


17 do you work? 


18 


19 


A. 


Q. 


Detrick's Car Wash. I've owned it for 20 years. 


And do you have a Detrick's Car Wash location in the 


20 Carolina Forest area of Horry County? 


21 


22 


23 


24 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


Yes. 


And did you own that location back in June of 2023? 


Yes. 


And I want to call your attention to the night of June 


25 19, 2023. Were you working that night? 
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2 


A. 


Q. 


100 


Yes, sir, I was there. 


And do you recall an incident where law enforcement got 


3 involved and came to your business? 


4 


5 


6 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


Yes, sir. 


What happened? 


Well, I actually saw the silver Charger drive by, and 


7 then a black male come runnin' across the field, but that's all 


8 I remember seeing on that, but I remember giving the police 


9 officers video. 


10 Q. Okay. So were you outside of the business when you saw 


11 the vehicle and the, you said, black male? 


12 


13 


A. 


Q. 


Yes, sir. 


And did you hear anything, any noises, or anything, 


14 prior to seeing this go by? 


15 


16 


17 


18 


19 


20 


21 


22 


23 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


Yes, we heard two gunfires. 


What were you doing outside at that time? 


We were messing with the machine that was broken. 


Now, with regards to, I think you said a video, do you 


have surveillance camera at the car wash? 


A. Yes, sir. 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


And you had it back then in June of 2023? 


Yes, sir. 


And do at least one of those cameras point towards the 


24 direction of the Planet Fitness parking lot? 


25 A. Yes, sir. 


112







101 


1 Q. How do those cameras work? Are they running all the 


2 time? 


3 A. Yes, sir. 


4 


5 


6 


7 


8 


9 


10 


11 


Q. And if you were to go pull a video, what's the process 


to go pull a video? 


A. Well, just go to playback and, you know, you can pick 


the date and time, and then you can see what you want to see. 


Q. And is that what you did in this case, picked the date 


and time and gave it to law enforcement? 


A. 


Q. 


Yes. Well, we all worked on it together. 


Okay. And did you alter or manipulate or delete 


12 portions of that video any way? 


13 


14 


15 


16 


17 


18 


19 


20 


A. No, sir. 


Q. And have you previously viewed that video prior to 


testifying here today? 


A. No, other than with the police, no, sir. 


Q. Okay. When you did view it, was that video a fair and 


accurate representation of what happened? 


A. Yes, sir. 


Q. Now, I'm going to show you what's been marked as State's 


21 2. State's 2, it's got your initials on here showing that you 


22 previously viewed that. Could you just look at that and 


23 confirm that that's your initials? 


24 


25 


A. Yes, sir. 


MR. MARTIN: Okay. Your Honor, at this time the 
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1 State moves to put State's 2 into evidence and publish to the 


2 Jury. 


3 


4 


5 


6 


7 


THE COURT: Any objection? 


MR. GARDNER: No, Your Honor, no objection. 


THE COURT: It's into evidence. 


(State's Exhibit No. 2 was admitted into evidence.) 


MR. MARTIN: And while we're getting this set up, 


8 just so the jury knows, can you point out on State's, make sure 


9 I'm holding it the correct way, on State's 3 where your car 


10 wash is located? 


11 


12 


13 


14 


15 


16 


17 


18 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


That's right here (indicating.) 


And where's the Planet Fitness? 


Right over here (indicating.) 


And where's Highway 501? 


Right here (indicating.) 


And can you point out Glenn Forest Road? 


It's right here (indicating.) 


Okay, thank you. And then could you point to the jury 


19 roughly at the car wash where that camera will be located? 


20 A. Right here (indicating.) 


21 Q. 


22 lot? 


23 


24 


25 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


And is that pointing towards the Planet Fitness parking 


Well, there's two right here. 


Okay. 


One right here, and then one goes right here 
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1 (indicating.) 


2 Q. Got it. Thank you. Now, I probably am going to ask 


3 you, if it's okay with Judge Nettles, for you to be able to get 


4 off the stand so that you can see the video. 


5 


6 


THE COURT: Yes. 


MR. MARTIN: Once we get it played, I'll have a few 


7 questions for you. 


8 Q. Okay. Generally speaking, what are we looking at in 


9 this video? What you got? What is all this? What are these 


10 


11 


12 


13 


items or these objects on the video? 


A. Those are the pay stations where the customers pay when 


they come in to use the car wash. 


Q. Okay. And where is the Planet Fitness in relation to 


14 these objects? 


15 


16 


A. 


Q. 


Right over here (indicating.) 


Got it. Now, is there going to be a little bit of time 


17 that lapses until we actually see the incident occur? 


18 


19 


20 


21 


22 


23 


24 


25 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


Yes, sir. 


Okay. Now, are you on camera at this point? 


Yes, sir, I'm in the white shirt. 


Okay. And just for the jury, in the top left hand 


corner, can you tell the date on that video? 


A. Yes, 6-19-2023. 


Q. 


A. 


And what's the time say? 


23:01:47. 
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1 


2 


3 


4 


5 


6 


7 


8 


9 


10 


11 


12 


13 


14 


15 


Q. 


A. 


That's military time? 


Yes, sir. 


(Video playing) 
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Q. I noticed a reaction. 


the video? 


What's going on at that point in 


A. I don't know that anything's going on at that 


particular -- oh, yeah, actually, yeah, that's when we heard 


the gunfire. 


Q. Is that why the three of you were looking in that 


direction? 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


Yes, sir. 


So you heard, what was -- you said gunshots? 


Yes, sir. 


MR. MARTIN: Okay, keep playing, please. 


Just let us know when you see the vehicle that you've 


16 referenced. 


17 


18 


19 


20 


21 


22 


23 


24 


25 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


Q. 


A. 


That vehicle right there (indicating.) 


Could you point it out to the jury? 


Right here (indicating.) 


That's the Silver car that 


There's a gentleman running across the -­


Okay. 


MR. MARTIN: Hit play. 


Running across the field? 


Yes, sir. 
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2 


3 


4 


5 


6 


7 


8 


9 


10 


11 


105 


MR. MARTIN: Can we back it up and just play it one 


more time? 


Q. And that's you guys looking again? 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


Yes, sir. 


Let me know when you see the vehicle. 


That's it. 


MR. MARTIN: Pause it. 


That's the silver or gray Dodge Charger? 


Yes, sir. 


MR. MARTIN: Okay. Play. 


Let me know when you see the gentleman running across 


12 the field. 


13 


14 


15 


16 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


Right here (indicating.) 


Okay, thank you. 


MR. MARTIN: Hit play. 


The Charger actually pulled up right beside next door to 


17 our business. 


18 


19 


20 


21 


22 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


Q. 


23 it? 


24 A. 


Okay, so that's off camera? 


Yes, sir. 


Got it. 


(Video playing) 


Now, I see you guys running inside. Is that pretty much 


Yeah. We started I told my employees that we need to 


25 get inside because, just to protect them. 
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1 Q. I understand. You can have a seat. Thank you for 


2 getting down and doing that. 


3 


4 


5 


6 


7 


8 


9 


10 


11 


12 


13 


14 


15 


16 


MR. MARTIN: Court's indulgence, Your Honor. 


Q. Other than testifying here today, did that conclude your 


involvement in this case? 


A. Yes, sir. 


MR. MARTIN: All right. Please answer any questions 


that Mr. Gardner might have. We can move this TV. 


MR. GARDNER: None, Your Honor. 


THE COURT: You may step down. 


MS. WALLER: Your Honor, may we move the TV quickly? 


THE COURT: Yes. 


MR. MARTIN: Thank you, Judge. 


MS. WALLER: Thank you. 


THE COURT: You can call your next witness. 


MS. WALLER: Your Honor, the State calls Izabella 


17 Lima. 


18 THE COURT: Ms. Lima, if you could please come 


19 forward. I'm going to ask you to approach the Clerk and place 


20 your left hand on the Bible and raise your right, as the Clerk 


21 administers the oath. 


22 THE CLERK: Do you solemnly swear or affirm that the 


23 evidence you're about to give the Court in this case will be 


24 the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, so help 


25 you God? 
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1 THE WITNESS: Yes. 


2 IZABELLA LIMA WAS DULY SWORN AT THIS TIME AND 


3 TESTIFIED AS FOLLOWS: 


4 THE COURT: If you could, have seat in the witness 


5 chair, pull up real close to that microphone and speak loudly, 


6 clearly and slowly, so we can be able to hear everything that 


7 you have to say. Let's start with your full name, please? 


8 


9 


10 


THE WITNESS: Izabella Lima. 


THE COURT: Very good. 


DIRECT EXAMINATION 


11 BY MS. WALLER: 


12 


13 


14 


15 


16 


17 


18 


19 


20 


21 


22 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


Izabella, where do you live? 


Conway. 


And how long have you lived in Conway? 


For nine years. 


For nine years. Did you know the victim in this case, 


David Roldan-Dimas? 


A. Yes. 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


And how did you know him? 


He was my boyfriend. 


How long had you been dating him? 


Dating? Two weeks. 


23 Q. That sounds like a pretty fast progression, why was 


24 that? 


25 A. He was incredible, and I was waiting for him to ask me 
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1 out because I really wanted to be his girlfriend because he was 


2 the most incredible man that I've ever met. 


3 


4 


5 


6 


7 


Q. I'll direct your attention to the day of June 19, 2023. 


Do you remember that day? 


A. Yes. 


Q. 


A. 


Do you remember what you were doing that day? 


It was the day after Father's Day, and I woke up with a 


8 good morning message because David used to wake up at 5:00 a.m. 


9 to go to work, so I woke up, went to work, talked to him 


10 throughout the day, and it was a normal Monday, we worked. 


11 Like he was saying before, that day, he got promoted because he 


12 worked operating heavy machines, so he worked the whole day 


13 under the sun, and that day he got promoted to work on the 


14 machine that had air conditioning, so he was really happy, and 


15 we talked about it, and he wanted to go to the gym. He got 


16 back home at 6:00 p.m., so he worked more than a 12-hour shift, 


17 and I told him to stay home. 


18 Q. Did you make plans to go to the gym with him, though? 


19 A. Yeah. I told him to stay home, but he wanted to go to 


20 the gym with me, and so we made plans to meet at the gym. 


21 Q. Okay. Were you meeting anyone else at the gym that 


22 night? 


23 A. I was going to wait for my brother, because he was at 


24 Bible study, so I decided to wait for him after because I 


25 didn't want him to go home alone. 
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1 


2 


3 


4 


5 


6 


7 


8 


9 


10 


11 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


And when you say, your brother, what's his name? 


Caio Lima. 


Caio Lima? 


Yes. 


How old was he at the time? 


He was 17, he was a senior in high school. 


How old were you at the time? 


I was 22. 


Twenty-two? 


Yes. 


109 


And did you and David go to the gym that night and meet 


12 up? 


13 A. Yeah. So we went around 9:00, I would say, I got there, 


14 he got there. We worked out. We were used to working out 


15 


16 


17 


18 


19 


20 


21 


22 


23 


24 


25 


during summer. Planet Fitness offers free memberships for high 


schooler's because it's summer, and it's usually the time that 


it's really full because it's really hot during the day, so we 


were used to working out at that time. 


Q. Okay. So what time would you say you and David arrived? 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


Around 9:00, 9:15, and then we worked out until 10:00. 


Okay. Did you arrive together or in separate cars? 


Separate cars. 


What kind of car did David drive? 


He drove a Camara. 


Did he drive that to the gym that night? 
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2 


3 


A. 


Q. 


A. 
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Yes, ma'am. 


After you finished working out, what did you do? 


My brother called me and he was, like, are you at the 


4 gym, I'm just in the Bible study. And I'm like, yeah, I'm here 


5 with David. He was like, I'm going, so I don't like my brother 


6 alone, again, I'm an older sister, so I decided to wait for my 


7 brother, and I told David I was going to wait for Caio, and I 


8 told him to go home, and he told me that he would never leave 


9 me there waiting alone. He was, like, I will be with you, I 


10 will never let you alone here. So he waited with me until my 


11 brother finished working out. 


12 Q. Did you and David wait inside the gym or outside the 


13 gym? 


14 


15 


16 


17 


18 


19 


20 


21 


22 


23 


A. We waited outside the gym inside of my car. His car was 


parked in front of us, and it was my car, and my brother was 


parked right next to me. So we were all together, and we 


waited inside my car. 


Q. What did you do while you waited? 


A. We were talking, just very distracted. David hadn't 


seen his family for weeks at that point, like, two weeks, I 


think, and he was watching YouTube videos to how to cut his 


brother's hair, because he was telling me how much he wanted to 


learn to cut his brother's hair, and he was planning to -- we 


24 were planning a date for Friday. So that was Monday, because 


25 he was leaving Tuesday, the day after, because he didn't spend 
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1 Father's Day with his dad, and then we were going to see each 


2 other Friday. 


3 


4 


5 


6 


7 


8 


Q. And you said that he didn't see his family. Was he from 


Horry County? 


A. No. David was from York, South Carolina, and he was 


here to be in college. 


Q. 


A. 


Okay after Caio finished working out, what did he do? 


Caio headed to the truck, his truck, right next to mine, 


9 and then as soon as David came, I saw him. Caio came to the 


10 car right next to mine, and he kissed my forehead, he said, I 


11 love you, I'll see you tomorrow, I'll see you Friday, and he 


12 got out, he hugged my brother, and they talked, and then he 


13 walked to his car. 


14 


15 


16 


17 


18 


19 


20 


21 


22 


Q. 


A. 


What did you do? 


I turned the car on, and my brother reversed and left, 


and I reversed, and I just paying attention on driving, so I 


just started driving out of the gym. 


Q. Did you see where David went when he got out of your car 


after you talked to Caio? 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


He was walking towards his car. 


Did you see him get in his car? 


I did not see him get in his car. The moment I 


23 reversed, I was already looking back and paying attention to 


24 the -- to the traffic. 


25 Q. So were you following Caio, is that what you just said? 
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Q. 
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Yes, I was right behind my brother. 


Okay. And so did you guys leave the parking lot around 


3 the same time, you and your brother? 


4 


5 


6 


7 


8 


9 


A. 


Q. 


Oh, yeah, I was right behind him. 


Okay. So did anything happen as you were leaving that 


caught your attention? 


A. Yes. We heard two loud noises, and I was, like, 


connecting my phone to the music, just, like, driving, and I 


heard two loud noises, and when I look, there's an 


10 intersection. When I look, my car's -- my brother -- sorry, 


11 I'm nervous. My brother's car -- a Charger, a gray Charger, 


12 drove from the main street and almost hit my brother, so my 


13 brother was to the side, and he swerved around my brother, and 


14 then I saw a black man running through the field, and when I --


15 when I saw the car almost -- almost hitting my brother, I 


16 called my brother immediately, and he didn't answer me, but I 


17 could hear what he was talking, and he said to the guy running: 


18 Hey, man, do you need help? Do you need help? Do you need a 


19 ride? And all I could hear is the guy saying, he stole my car, 


20 he stole my car. So we were under the impression that the 


21 person running had had his car stolen, so we wanted to help 


22 him. 


23 Q. Okay. So you said you heard loud noises. Did you know 


24 what the noises were? 


25 A. It really sounded like gunshots. 
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1 Q. Okay. And when you -- after you saw the guy running, 


2 did he stop and talk to your brother? Could you see him 


3 talking to your brother? 


4 A. He didn't stop. He talked while he was running, so my 


5 brother and him were talking very loud. My brother put the --


6 the window down, you know, to help him, and yeah, man, do you 


7 need to ride? Do you need help? And he was, like, no, he 


8 stole my car, he stole my car, and he just kept running and he 


9 was running really fast. 


10 


11 


Q. 


A. 


Okay. What did your brother, Caio, do? 


He wanted to help the guy, and he decided to chase the 


12 Charger, and then he was, like, Bella, I'm gonna end the call 


13 right now, and I have to call 911, and I'm, like, I'm right 


14 behind you, so I followed my brother. 


15 


16 


Q. 


A. 


So you followed, how far did you follow your brother? 


Up to the -- up to the point where the Charger parked in 


17 the Post (ph) Way in Carolina Forest. There's a post -- postal 


18 office, and he parked it there, and so I followed my brother up 


19 to that point, and then I followed my brother back home when we 


20 were going back home. 


21 


22 


23 


24 


25 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


You and your brother live together? 


Yes. 


With your parents or by yourself? 


Yes, ma'am, with my parents. 


Okay. And when you got home, what did you do? 
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A. So I was driving home, and we both called 911, as well, 


and that's when Caio gave them the license plate, and 


everything, and we explained what happened, and when I was 


already getting in the neighborhood, I started calling David, 


and I called him once, and then it went to the voice mail, and 


then I called him twice, and by the third call, I was already 


parking at my house, and my -- my brother parked in the -- in 


the driveway, and I put my window down, and I told Caio, 


David's not answering the phone, and it was gunshots, so that's 


when it really settled, like, and then Caio jumped in my car 


saying, let's go back to the gym, so, yeah. 


Q. So did you go back to the gym? 


A. I did. 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


Did you drive, or did Caio drive? 


I drove. 


Did Caio ride with you? 


Yes. 


When you got back to the gym, what did you see? 


I saw cops, and I saw David's body on the floor 


shirtless. 


Q. Did you know what had happened to him at that point? 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


No, I had no idea. 


Did you know he was deceased at that point? 


I had no idea. I thought -- so a lady come to me and 


25 she said, oh, I'm so sorry, he got shot in the arm. So, okay, 
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1 it was in the arm, you know, I don't know why, I just thought, 


2 if it's in the arm, I was, like, oh, maybe, you know, he cannot 


3 move, so I kept telling the cop, hey, please tell him when he 


4 wakes up that I'm here, because his family was far away, and he 


5 was very lonely, he's a college student who worked full time, 


6 so he hated to be alone, so I kept telling the cops, tell him 


7 that I'm here, and they were -- you know, I think they just, 


8 they didn't want to tell me right away, and I kept waiting 


9 around, and there was a lot of cops, and me and my brother just 


10 got on our knees in the gym parking lot and we started praying. 


11 Q. Did you learn later that night that David had died? 


12 A. So I was really insist -- I was insisting a lot to the 


13 cops to let me get close to him because I didn't want him to be 


14 alone, because I -- I thought he was I thought he just 


15 couldn't move, and that's when a cop turned to me and, I told 


16 him, hey, sir, please, just let me talk to him, just let me 


17 tell him I'm here, and then he was, like, ma', am, he's not 


18 he's not awake, and I'm, like, when he wakes up, let me go near 


19 him so I can be there when he wakes up, and he looked at me and 


20 was like, ma'am, he's dead. 


21 


22 


23 


24 


25 


Q. The night before that, when you were in the parking lot 


with David and Caio came out, did you see anything that caught 


your attention before you left? 


A. No, not at all, and we -- we -- we both went to the gym 


every day religiously. It was like a second home to us. 
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10 


11 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


Did you know the man that you saw running? 


No. 


He was a stranger to you? 


Yeah. 
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Q. You were in court just a moment ago when we watched a 


video that's kind of far away, but from Detrick's. Did you see 


that? 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


Yes. 


Is your car visible in that video? 


Yes, ma'am. 


So do you know about how much time passed between when 


12 you left and when David got shot? 


13 A. Seconds. He died in seconds after he left my car. He 


14 got in his car and he just died. He just got shot. 


15 


16 


Q. Okay. 


MS. WALLER: Court's indulgence. No further 


17 questions, Your Honor. 


18 


19 


20 


21 


22 


THE COURT: Cross-Examination? 


MR. GARDNER: No, Your Honor. 


THE COURT: All right. You may step down. 


MR. MARTIN: Your Honor, the State calls Caio Lima. 


THE COURT: Mr. Lima, please come forward. I'm going 


23 to ask you to approach the Clerk, place your left hand on the 


24 Bible and raise your right as the Clerk administers the oath. 


25 THE CLERK: Do you solemnly swear or affirm the 
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1 evidence you're about to give the Court in this case will be 


2 the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, so help 


3 you God? 


4 


5 


THE WITNESS: Yes, ma'am. 


THE COURT: Have a seat in the witness chair, please, 


6 sir, pull up real close to that microphone, and speak loudly, 


7 clearly, and slowly in order for us to hear everything that you 


8 have to say. Start with your full name, please, sir. 


9 


10 


11 


THE WITNESS: My name is Caio Lima. 


THE COURT: Very good. 


DIRECT EXAMINATION 


12 BY MR. MARTIN: 


13 


14 


15 


16 


17 


18 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


Caio, where do you live? 


Conway. 


And do you work? 


I do. 


Where do you work? 


I'm a sushi man in a restaurant and in the afternoons 


19 and the morning I'm working construction. 


20 


21 


22 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


How old are you? 


I'm 19. 


I want to direct your attention to June 19, 2023. How 


23 old were you back then? 


24 


25 


A. 


Q. 


Seventeen. 


And were you still in high school? 
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5 


6 


7 


8 


9 


10 


11 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


I was. 


Did you know the victim in this case, David? 


I did. 


How did you know him? 


He was my sister's boyfriend. 


And on that date, did you see him? 


I did. 


And where were you at when you saw him? 


At the gym, Planet Fitness, to be exact. 


And which Planet Fitness was it? 
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I don't know the exact address, but it's close to 501, 


12 in front of Taco Bell, next to the furniture store, the car 


13 wash. 


14 


15 


16 


17 


18 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


In Horry County? 


Exactly. 


How did you get to the gym that day? 


I drove there. 


About, approximately, I know it's been a while, about 


19 what time was it do you think when you got there? 


20 


21 


22 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


23 gym. 


24 


25 


Q. 


A. 


Around 10: 00. 


And what was he doing when you got there? 


They were -- him, David and my sister were leaving the 


And your sister's Izabella? 


Correct. 
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Q. When they were leaving the gym and you got there, did 


David go ahead and leave, or did he stay home? 


A. He did not leave, he stayed. 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


And at some point, did David leave? 


He did. 


When would that have been? 


Only after I was done working out. 


And was David driving his car? 


He was. 


What kind of car was that? 


A black Camaro. 


And were you driving separately from your sister? 


I was. 


What kind of vehicle was that? 


A blue truck. 


If I showed you a diagram or this, we've already put it 


17 into evidence, this map of the parking lot, would you be able 


18 to identify it and talk a little bit about where you were at in 


19 the parking lot? 


20 


21 


A. 


Q. 


Yes. 


Okay. 


22 MR. MARTIN: Your Honor, just like with the previous 


23 witnesses, could I ask that Mr. Lima come off the stand? 


24 


25 


THE COURT: Certainly. 


MR. MARTIN: We're going to start with State's 3, 
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1 which is a more zoomed in version here. Could you identify 


2 where Planet Fitness is located on this? All right. And where 


3 about were you parked that day? 


4 A. (indicating.) 


5 


6 


7 


8 


9 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


And David's car? 


(indicating.) 


Okay. And I think you previously testified to walking 


out with David. When you walked out with him, what happened? 


A. So I walked out of the gym after I was done working out, 


10 they were both in the car. As I approached my car, which was 


11 parked right next to my sister's, he said bye to my sister, and 


12 he approached me, and we hugged, for the first time, actually. 


13 We were still getting to know each other a little more, and we 


14 talked a little bit, just normal talk, how was your day kind of 


15 thing, good workout, and I remember the last thing I told him 


16 was, be safe, brother. 


17 


18 


19 


20 


21 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


Were you the last person to talk to him? 


Yeah. 


Who left first, you, your sister, him? 


I did. 


And when you exited, which way did you go out of the 


22 parking lot, do you remember? 


23 A. Yes, I do. I backed up right here (indicating.) I 


24 moved forward all the way up to the stop sign. On the stop 


25 sign, I waited a little bit because I was connecting my phone 
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1 to the car to play music. My window was rolled up and I was 


2 playing music, and I took a right turn towards Glenn Road, and 


3 I heard two popping noises. At the moment I didn't recognize 


4 it as gunshots, I thought it was literally potholes hitting my 


5 truck. As I moved forward to the next stop sign and 


6 intersection, I noticed my sister was behind me already, we 


7 were both out the gym, we started moving forward after we made 


8 it across the intersection passing through still in the stop 


9 sign. When I made it about the past this stop sign coming 


10 towards here, there was a car coming very fast on this main 


11 road right here, and he swerved around me. 


12 


13 


Q. 


A. 


Did you get a good look at the color of the car? 


Yes, I did. After he passed me, he was right in front 


14 of me, and I did. 


15 


16 


17 


18 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


And what color was it? 


Silver. 


Okay, keep going. 


As I'm approaching closer to the car wash in the open 


19 field, I noticed a gentleman running very, very, very fast 


20 across this field, and I'm moving forward with him, and he's 


21 also running next to me. I lowered down my right side window, 


22 and I start asking him questions. The gentleman was very 


23 agitated, and I noticed he had a hood on and a medical mask 


24 covering his whole face, all I could see was his eyes and 


25 pants. 
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A. 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


A. 
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Did you get a good look at his skin color by chance? 


I did. 


What was the color of his skin? 


Black. 


Okay. And did you speak to him? 


I did. 


What was that conversation? 


He was very agitated, he was fumbling over his words, I 


9 asked him what was going on and I just started following him so 


10 I didn't know what was going to happen, and he told me his car 


11 got stolen, and I asked him if he wanted to get in the car and 


12 if he needed help or something. 


13 Q. Had he stopped, or was he still running when you were 


14 having this conversation? 


15 


16 


17 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


Still running. 


And what happened next? 


So he said, no, he's good, he ran the other way and 


18 stopped paying attention to me because I was still driving, and 


19 I decided to follow the car in front of me. By the time I made 


20 a decision, my sister was already calling me. I already had 


21 answered the phone prior to that, I wasn't talking to her 


22 because I was having a conversation with the gentleman. So I 


23 told my sister I was going to follow the car, she insisted I 


24 didn't, I still did. I hang up the phone, my sister called 


25 911, and I was in pursuit with the silver car. 
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2 


3 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


Now, why did you follow that silver car? 


Just felt like the right thing to do. 


I want to direct your attention to, this is a more 
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4 zoomed out version. It's State's 4. Okay, now where is the 


5 gym on this one, where's the car wash? 


6 


7 


8 


A. (Indicating.) 


Q. All right. Can you show the jury kind of the route you 


took as you were following this, I think you called it silver 


9 car; is that right? 


10 A. Correct. By that time I just had a look at it as a 


11 silver car. 


12 


13 


Q. 


A. 


Okay. So which way were you going? 


So we were going still up Glenn Road, Glenfield Road, 


14 and I still had my eye on the car the whole time as we were 


15 still driving by this road all the way up to this stop sign, I 


16 still had to look at him, I was pretty close to him. Once we 


17 took a right towards Carolina Forest Boulevard, I still could 


18 have a visual towards him. Once we started getting closer and 


19 closer, we passed the ER, this is a bank, and we stopped at 


20 this intersection, which is a light. He went through the red 


21 light towards Postal Way, I didn't, I stopped at the red light, 


22 and after it turned green 


23 


24 


Q. 


A. 


Go ahead, I'm sorry. 


After it turned green, I turned towards Postal Way, and 


25 I noticed his car on the post office all the way here. He was 
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1 parked around this corner, and I noticed him all the way here, 


2 I could notice it's a pretty open place, and I decided to turn 


3 towards the post office. I drove inside, drove about here, got 


4 pretty close to it, I was able to identify the car perfectly, 


5 license plate, color, make, model. 


6 Q. Okay. You can have a seat. After identifying the car, 


7 I may have asked you this, and I'm sorry if I'm being 


8 repetitive, did you call the police? 


9 A. I did. 


10 


11 


12 


13 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


And what did you do next? 


Gave the police all of the information. 


After that, did you go home? 


I did. A couple seconds after I backed up, I noticed by 


14 the time I backed up they already drove away, and by that time 


15 I couldn't really give the cops anymore information, so hang up 


16 the call, decided to call my sister, and we decided to go home. 


17 


18 


19 


20 


21 


22 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


Where was your sister when you called her? 


Right behind me, a couple feet. 


Did she follow you the whole way home? 


Yes, she did. 


What happened when you got back to your house? 


So I parked right away. We were not on the call 


23 anymore. I was shooken up after everything that happened. I 


24 parked on the driveway, she didn't park, which I thought was 


25 weird because she parks right behind me, and she lowered down 
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1 her window, and I was like, everything okay? She asked me, 


2 something's gotta be wrong, Dave does not answer my calls, it 


3 doesn't matter if I call him once, he picks up, no matter what, 


4 so something is going on. Can we go, please check? I was, 


5 like, one hundred percent, let's go right now. So I hopped in 


6 the car with her, and I started driving towards back to Planet 


7 Fitness. 


8 


9 


10 


11 


12 


13 


14 


15 


16 


17 


18 


19 


20 


21 


22 


23 


Q. 


A. 


Did you go to Planet Fitness? 


We did. 


Q. What did you see when you got there? 


A. A lot of lights. Those lights were ambulance and cop 


lights. 


Q. And did you get out of the car and walk up to the crime 


scene? 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


We did. 


What did you see? 


We saw David's car crashed right into another one. 


At this time did you know David had died? 


No. 


Did you at some point find out he had died? 


I did. 


Can you explain how you found out? 


I went around where his car was crashed, and I just saw 


24 his lifeless body sitting there, and I saw his eyes were 


25 closed, he wasn't moving, and from that, I could take the guess 


137







1 
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that he wasn't with us anymore. 


Q. You've heard, I think, some testimony about a 
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3 surveillance video from Detrick's Car Wash. Have you had an 


4 opportunity to watch that video? 


5 A. Yes, I did. 


6 


7 


8 


9 


10 


11 


12 


13 


Q. If we were to play it, could you point out to the jury 


sort of where your truck was, your sister's car, and this 


vehicle that you saw? 


A. Yes, I could. 


Q. Okay. 


MR. MARTIN: Your Honor, could we move the TV back? 


THE COURT: Yes. 


MR. MARTIN: Once we get it set up, I'll ask you 


14 again to just come off the stand and just point for the jury of 


15 what we're looking at, if that's okay. 


16 Q. While we're getting all this set up, I have another 


17 question, and I may have skipped over it, I apologize. You 


18 previously testified to calling 911. Did you give the police 


19 or the dispatch operator the tag number off of that silver car? 


20 


21 


A. 


Q. 


Yes, I did. 


And again, it's your testimony that that was, in fact, 


22 the car that you saw? 


23 


24 


A. Yes, it. 


MR. MARTIN: Sorry, technology. Your Honor, at this 


25 time, we would like to play State's 2 again. It's already been 
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1 admitted into evidence and published to the jury. 


2 


3 


4 


5 


6 


7 


8 


THE COURT: You may do so. 


(video playing) 


Q. All right, Caio, if you don't mind coming down and just 


stand to the side. Does this look to be the surveillance video 


that you viewed? 


A. 


Q. 


Yes. 


So while we're getting started here, point out to the 


9 jury where Planet Fitness is, and roughly, can you -- I know 


10 it's tough, but can you tell generally where you were parked in 


11 the general area on that video, if you don't mind? 


12 


13 


A. 


Q. 


(Indicating.) 


Okay. And whereabouts would David's car have been, same 


14 area? 


15 A. A little bit forward. It was one car off in front to 


16 the right. 


17 Q. Had you seen the gray Charger yet at this point? So 


18 while you're leaving the --


19 


20 


21 


22 


23 


24 


MR. MARTIN: Go back. 


Q. In the video where you're parked, did you see the gray 


Charger as you were walking to your truck? 


A. I could. 


Q. 


A. 


When did you first see it? 


Only after I approached the intersection past it, and it 


25 was about right here (indicating.) 


139







1 


2 


3 


4 


5 


6 


7 


8 


9 


10 


11 


12 


13 


14 


15 


16 


17 


18 


19 


20 


21 


22 


128 


Q. If you don't mind, once you see a car that you identify, 


let us know. 


A. Of course. 


MR. MARTIN: Court's indulgence, Judge. The video 


exited out. 


Q. Just for the jury's benefit, what's the time on the top 


left-hand corner? 


A. 2302. 


Q. And that would be consistent with the time, roughly, 


that you left? 


A. Correct. And that is me right there pulling out. 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


Okay, point again one more time. 


That's my truck. 


Thank you. Is that your sister's car behind you? 


Coming right behind me, correct. 


Is that you making a right-hand turn? 


Correct. 


Let me know if you see the vehicle. 


A silver Charger coming through very fast. 


Got it. 


MR. MARTIN: Okay. Hit play. 


Already passed the intersection, he comes around me, 


23 gentleman running across the field. 


24 


25 


Q. 


A. 


Okay. And which one is your vehicle? 


Blue truck right here (indicating.) 
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1 Q. Can you point out the gentleman running across the 


2 field? 


(indicating.) 


Okay. Is your sister behind you? 


3 


4 


5 


A. 


Q. 


A. Correct. And by this time I sped up to catch up to the 


6 running guy. 


7 Q. So where you ultimately talk to the defendant, is that 


8 on this video or outside of the video? 


9 A. It's outside of the video. 


10 Q. Got it. And prior to that day, had you ever seen 


11 Abdullah Seifullah? 


12 


13 


14 


15 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


Never. 


Did you know who he was? 


No clue. 


And on that day, did you even know who the gentleman was 


16 that you were talking to? 


17 


18 


A. 


Q. 


No. 


Other than testifying here today, does that conclude 


19 your involvement in this case? 


20 


21 


22 


23 


24 


25 


A. Correct. 


Q. Please answer any questions that Mr. Gardner may have, 


and we can move the TV. 


THE COURT: Mr. Gardner? 


MR. GARDNER: No, sir, no questions. 


THE COURT: You may step down, and you're free to 
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1 leave. 


MR. MARTIN: May we approach, Judge? 


THE COURT: Yes. 
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2 


3 


4 THE COURT: Mr. Foreman, ladies and gentlemen of the 


5 jury, that concludes the testimony that we will receive today. 


6 We'll start at 9:30, 9:30 sharp in the morning. Be here and be 


7 here on time. I've noticed that we have some members from the 


8 media here today, and I'm going to order and direct that if you 


9 were to happen to see that in the newspaper, on the news, to 


10 divert your attention from that. You need to base your 


11 decision on what transpires here in this courtroom. Y'all have 


12 heard where this took place, it's a very prominent place that 


13 many of you are probably familiar with. Do not go by there and 


14 do any independent investigation. You need to make sure that 


15 you resolve this matter on what transpires here in this 


16 courtroom. This is a proceeding that's governed by the Rules 


17 of Evidence, the Rules of Criminal Procedure, so it would be 


18 inappropriate for you to do that. Does everybody understand 


19 that? Also, I'll remind you, no social media and no 


20 independent investigation on the Internet. Does everybody 


21 understand that? 


22 


23 


THE JURY: Yes. 


THE COURT: All right. And do not discuss the case 


24 amongst yourselves or anyone else, there will probably be a 


25 period of time where you're gathered in the jury room in the 
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1 morning. Mr. Foreman, I'm going to ask that you enforce the 


2 rule and there be no discussion about the case. We'll see 


3 y'all in the morning. I also want to encourage you to get a 


4 good night's rest. Sometimes people don't have to work the 


5 next day might stay up and watch late night TV, but these are 


6 important matters, so we need to be alert, we need to be 


7 attentive, so we'll see y'all in the morning at 9:30, 9:30 


8 sharp. Thank you. 


9 (Jury exited the courtroom at this time) 


10 THE COURT: Anything from the State? 


11 


12 


13 


MS. WALLER: No, sir, Your Honor. 


THE COURT: Anything from the Defendant? 


MR. GARDNER: No, Your Honor. 


14 THE COURT: We will recess until 9:30 in the morning. 


15 (Concluded for the day Tuesday, June 3, 2025 at 4:05 p.m.) 


16 


17 


18 


19 


20 


21 


22 


23 


24 (Whereupon proceedings reconvened Wednesday, June 4, 2025) 


25 THE COURT: Anything from the State before we 
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1 proceed? 


2 MS. WALLER: No, Your Honor. 


THE COURT: Anything from the defense? 


MR. GARDNER: No, Your Honor. 


THE COURT: We're ready for the jury. 


(Jury entered the courtroom at this time) 
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3 


4 


5 


6 


7 THE COURT: Mr. Foreman, ladies and gentlemen of the 


8 jury, good morning. Everybody looks well rested and ready to 


9 proceed with testimony. Pay very close attention. The State, 


10 you recognize. 


11 MS. WALLER: Your Honor, the State calls Dana 


12 Maldonado. Thank you. 


13 THE COURT: I'll ask, if you could, approach the 


14 Clerk, place your left hand on the Bible, raise your right, as 


15 she administers the oath. 


16 THE CLERK: Do you solemnly swear or affirm the 


17 evidence you're about to give the Court in this case will be 


18 the truth, the whole truth and nothing but the truth, so help 


19 you God? 


20 THE WITNESS: Yes. 


21 DANA MALDONADO WAS DULY SWORN AT THIS TIME AND 


22 TESTIFIED AS FOLLOWS: 


23 THE COURT: Have a seat in the witness chair, please, 


24 ma'am. I'm going to ask that you pull up real close to that 


25 microphone, speak loudly, clearly and slowly in order so we can 
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1 hear everything that you have to say. Let's start with your 


2 full name, please, ma'am? 


3 THE WITNESS: Dana Maldonado. 


4 THE COURT: Very good. Yes, ma'am. 


5 DIRECT EXAMINATION 


6 BY MS. WALLER: 


7 


8 


9 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


Good morning. Where do you live? 


I live -- my full address? 


If you don't mind, just because your address is relevant 


10 to the case. 


11 


12 


13 


14 


15 


16 


17 


18 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


4906 Brightwater Court. 


Okay. Is that in Myrtle Beach? 


Yes. 


And how long have you lived there? 


Fourteen years. 


MS. WALLER: May I approach the witness, Your Honor? 


THE COURT: Yes, ma'am. 


MS. WALLER: I'm just gonna push that microphone up a 


19 little. Is that okay? Okay. 


20 


21 


22 


23 


24 


25 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


So you said you've lived there for 14 years? 


Yes, ma'am. 


Who lives there with you? 


At -- right now I'm alone. 


Right now alone? What about back in June of 2023? 


My husband, Bartolo, and my son, Caleb. 
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1 


2 


3 


4 


5 


6 


7 


8 


9 


10 


11 


12 


13 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


How old was your son back then? 


He was 18. 
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I'm gonna direct your attention to this case that we're 


here for today. Do you know the defendant, Abdullah Seifullah? 


A. Yes. 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


How do you know him? 


I know him from a mutual person, Brandon. 


Brandon. Can you give me his full name? 


Brandon Huertas. 


How do you know Brandon Huertas? 


A. He's the father to my great niece and great nephew, so 


he's my niece's kid's father. 


Q. If I show you a picture of Brandon, can you identify 


14 him? 


15 


16 


17 


18 


A. 


Q. 


Yes. 


MS. WALLER: May I approach the witness, Your Honor? 


THE COURT: Yes. 


I'm going to show you what's been marked as State's 


19 Exhibit 95. Is that Brandon Huertas? 


20 


21 


A. Yes. 


MS. WALLER: At this time, Your Honor, the State 


22 moves to introduce 95 into evidence and publish to the jury. 


23 


24 


25 


THE COURT: Any objection from the defense? 


MR. GARDNER: Relevance, Your Honor. 


THE COURT: Pardon? 
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1 MR. GARDNER: Relevance. We object under the grounds 


2 of relevance. 


3 THE COURT: I will allow it in. 


4 (State's Exhibit No. 95 was admitted into evidence.) 


5 MS. WALLER: Thank you. And we're gonna project 


6 these on the TV, as well. 


7 Q. You said that you met Abdullah Seifullah through Brandon 


8 Huertas. Tell me how that came about. 


9 MS. WALLER: Wait, let's pause for a second while we 


10 get it. Thank you. I'm sorry about that. Thank you for your 


11 patience. 


12 Q. So you said that you met the defendant, Abdullah 


13 Seifullah through Brandon Huertas, who you just saw a 


14 photograph of. When did that occur? 


15 A. It occurred I don't recall the date. 


16 Q. Would it be does it refresh your recollection if I 


17 tell you that the incident we're here for today occurred around 


18 June 19, 2023? 


19 


20 


21 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


Yeah, it was the Saturday before that. 


Okay. And I believe that was on a Monday, if that's -­


Yes. 


22 Q. So did you know where Brandon is from? Where does he 


23 live? 


24 


25 


A. 


Q. 


In Connecticut. 


Okay. Did he travel to Myrtle Beach that weekend? 
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1 A. He was traveling down and came through Myrtle Beach, 


2 yes. 


3 


4 


5 


6 


Q. 


day? 


A. 


Q. 


And when he arrived on Saturday, did you see him that 


I saw him that night, yes. 


That night. Where did you see him? 


7 A. They came to our house. 


8 Q. Who came with him. 


9 A. Abdullah. 


10 Q. And do you know how they got to Myrtle Beach? 


11 A. They drove in a silver Nissan Sentra. 


12 Q. Do you know who it belonged to? 


13 A. It was his daughter's. 


14 Q. Okay. And did they spend the night at your house that 


15 night? 


16 A. No. 


17 Q. Do you know where they stayed? 


18 A. From what they told me they stayed at Planet Fitness. 


19 MR. GARDNER: I'm going to object to "they," Your 


20 Honor, I don't know who ''they" is. Hearsay. 


21 Q. Can you tell me where Brandon Huertas and Abdullah 


22 Seifullah stayed the Saturday night they arrived in Myrtle 


23 Beach? 


24 


25 


A. Planet Fitness. 


MR. GARDNER: Okay, I'm going to object. I don't 
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1 think she has any personal knowledge of that, Your Honor. 


2 THE COURT: Overruled. 


3 BY MS. WALLER: 


So did you see them again the following day? 


Yes. 
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4 


5 


6 


Q. 


A. 


Q. Where did you see him the next day? I think, I believe 


7 we're on Sunday now. Okay. That would be June 18, 2023; is 


8 that correct? 


9 


10 


11 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


Yes, ma'am. 


Okay. Where did you see them on that Sunday? 


On that Sunday, there was a fender bender in that 


12 vehicle that they were driving, so we ended up picking up 


13 Brandon at Walgreens, and then once Abdullah was finished with 


14 the accident report, he came to our house with the car. 


15 Q. Okay. Did Abdullah drive the Sentra car that they drove 


16 from Connecticut to your house that day? 


17 


18 


19 


20 


A. I don't know. 


Q. You don't know. 


away from the accident 


Do you know if he drove it anywhere 


scene? 


A. Just away from the accident scene, as far as I know. 


21 Q. Okay. You're not sure where it ended up that day. And 


22 what did you do that Sunday after the accident? 


23 A. I went to my mom's for some dinner, I drove around a 


24 bit, and then I came home. 


25 Q. Okay. And when you said you drove around, did you drive 
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1 your car? 


2 


3 


4 


5 


6 


7 


8 


9 


10 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


Yes. 


What kind of car did you drive? 


A silver Dodge Charger. 


Q. If I show you a picture of that, could you recognize 


that car? 


A. 


Q. 


Yes. 


MS. WALLER: May I approach, Your Honor. 


THE COURT: Yes. 


I'm going to show you what's been marked as State's 


11 Exhibit 61. Do you recognize this? 


12 


13 


14 


15 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


Yes. 


Is this your car? 


Yes. 


MS. WALLER: Your Honor, the State moves to introduce 


16 this into evidence and publish to the jury? 


17 


18 


19 


20 


21 


22 


23 


24 


25 


MR. GARDNER: No objection, Your Honor. 


THE COURT: It's into evidence without objection. 


(State's Exhibit No. 61 was admitted into evidence) 


Q. Okay. And so did Abdullah Seifullah and Brandon Huertas 


spend the night at your house on Brightwater Court that Sunday 


night? 


A. Yes. 


Q. 


A. 


Where did they stay in your house? 


They stayed in my spare bedroom in the front of my 
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1 house. 


2 Q. Okay. Did both of them stay in there or just -- did 


3 Brandon and Abdullah stay there, or just one or the other? 


4 A. Abdullah stayed in the bedroom, and Brandon slept on the 


5 couch. 


6 Q. Okay. Did they have any belongings, or did the 


7 defendant when I say the defendant, I mean Abdullah 


8 Seifullah who's present in court. Did the defendant have any 


9 belongings with him? 


10 A. As far as I know, yes. I didn't see them bring, 


11 personally, anything in. 


12 Q. Okay. Where were you working back in 2023 in July --


13 June? 


14 


15 


16 


17 


18 


19 


20 


21 


22 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


Sparks Toyota. 


And what did you do there? 


I was a cashier there. 


So did you assist Brandon Huertas in getting his car 


repaired at Sparks Toyota? 


A. I did. I drove the vehicle Monday morning to my job to 


see if they can look at it to get it fixed. 


Q. 


A. 


And what was the ultimate result of that? 


They couldn't fix it, so we ended up sending it to Evans 


23 Family Collision. 


24 Q. And how long would it take that car to be repaired at 


25 Evans Family Collision? 
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2 


3 


4 


5 


6 


7 


A. 


Q. 
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It probably was going to take about four or five days. 


Okay. Was the car in its condition after that accident 


drivable back to Connecticut? 


A. No. 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


So you said you drove that car? Who drove your car? 


Brandon. 


Okay. And after he -- so, I'm sorry, I'm just backing 


8 up a bit. Did you stay at work after you drove the Sentra to 


9 your job? 


10 


11 


12 


13 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


Yes. I worked open to close that day. 


What time was that? 


It's 7:00 to 6:00, 7:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. 


And when you needed to be picked up, how did you get 


14 picked up? 


15 


16 


17 


18 


19 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


Brandon and Abdullah picked me up. 


And what did Branden and Abdullah pick you up in? 


My car. 


Do you recall who was driving your car? 


I didn't see who was driving my car. They were both out 


20 of the car when I got out of work. 


21 Q. Do you recall who drove when they took you back to your 


22 house at Brightwater Court? 


23 A. I drove. 


24 Q. You drove yourself. Okay. And that night did Brandon 


25 Huertas and Abdullah Seifullah spend the night at your house? 
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2 


A. 


Q. 
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No. 


They did not? This is the night of the incident, so 


3 we're back to that night. So we're talking Monday morning at 


4 this point, June 19, 2020. Okay. So once you got home, what 


5 did you do? 


6 A. From work, I got home and my husband and I had gotten 


7 into a really bad argument because he wasn't happy with them 


8 being there still, because it was just supposed to be a quick 


9 in and out. So we got into a bad argument and then I ended up 


10 leaving to go to the vape store to get a vape and --


11 Q. Okay. I'm sorry. Did you go to the vape store alone, 


12 or did someone go with you? 


13 A. No. When I was in the car, Abdullah came out and he got 


14 in the passenger side and came with me to the vape store. 


15 Q. 


16 of? 


17 


18 


19 


20 


21 


22 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


Did you drive your Dodge Charger that we saw a picture 


Yes. 


Around what time was that? 


I believe it was about 7:00. 


After you left the vape store, where did you go? 


Home. 


If I show you this aerial map that's been introduced 


23 into evidence, can you show me where your house is on this map? 


24 This is State's Exhibit number 4. I'm going to show it to you. 


25 It's already in evidence. Can you orient yourself? There's 
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1 some labels on here. This is the Planet Fitness. 


(indicating.) 2 


3 


A. 


Q. Up there? So she's pointing 4906 Brightwater Court. 


4 What kind of residence is that? 


A. 


Q. 


It's condos. 


Condos. So it looks like it's in pretty close proximity 


5 


6 


7 


8 


9 


to this Planet Fitness. Can you point to the Planet Fitness? 


A. (indicating.) Yes. 


10 


11 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


About how far is that? 


I would say a couple of miles. 


A couple of miles. Okay. So that night, once you and 


12 Abdullah Seifulla are return to your apartment, where was 


13 Brandon Huertas at? 


14 


15 


A. 


Q. 


He was in the house, in the living room, I believe. 


After you returned to your apartment from the vape shop, 


16 did you leave again that night? 


17 


18 


19 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


No. 


What did you do that night? 


I sat in the living room for a while and was trying to 


20 figure out how to get them home. 


21 Q. Okay. Did you take any action to try to help get them 


22 home? 


23 


24 


A. 


Q. 


25 go? 


I was looking up flights. 


Okay. Where did Brandon Huertas and Abdullah Seifullah 
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2 


3 


4 


5 


6 


7 


8 


9 


10 
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A. They were in the living room. 


Q. Did they leave your apartment after you returned home 


from the vape shop? 


A. 


Q. 


Yes. 


How did Brandon Huertas and Abdullah Seifullah leave the 


apartment? 


A. Brandon asked me if he can use my car so they can go to 


Walmart. 


Q. 


A. 


Do you know what time that was? 


I want to say about 8:45, because I remember Brandon 


11 asking me what time it gets dark. 


12 Q. Okay. And did Brandon Huertas and Abdullah Seifullah 


13 take your car and leave the apartment at that point? 


14 


15 


16 


17 


18 


19 


20 


21 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


Yes. 


While they were gone, what did you do? 


I was watching TV, still looking, trying to figure out 


how to get them out and trying to calm my husband down a bit. 


Q. So were you still having an argument with him about 


their presence? 


A. Yes. 


Q. Were you in communication with Brandon Huertas or 


22 Abdullah Seifullah while they were away from your apartment 


23 that night? 


24 A. I was texting both of them to figure out what the plan 


25 was. 
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3 


4 


5 
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Q. Did you have Brandon Huertas' phone number before they 


arrived, before the defendant and Brandon arrived that day? 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


Yes. 


Do you recall what that phone number is? 


I don't know it. 


If I show you a text conversation, do you think this 


7 would refresh your recollection? 


8 


9 


10 


11 


12 


13 


14 


15 


16 


MS. WALLER: May I approach, Your Honor? 


THE COURT: Yes. 


Q. I'm going to show you what's been marked as State's 


Exhibit 63, and I believe that you've seen this, this is a 


report from your cell showing some text messages. Will you 


look through those and tell me if those look like text messages 


you remember sending and receiving back then? 


A. 


Q. 


Yes. 


And can you tell me the two phone numbers those are 


17 between. It's hard to see, but --


18 


19 


A. 


Q. 


I don't recall the phone, the actual phone numbers, no. 


That's okay, you can read. They're on the form. Well, 


20 the first one is 475-236-1480. The second number is 


21 843-457-0631. Is that your phone number? 


22 


23 


A. 


Q. 


Yes. 


And if you look at it and read it, can you tell who you 


24 were talking to in that conversation? 


25 A. Brandon. 
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1 Q. Okay. So is that your recollection, now that you've 


2 seen that, that that's Brandon's phone number? 


3 A. Yes. 


4 Q. Is that a text conversation between you and Brandon's 


5 phone? 


6 MS. WALLER: And Your Honor, at this point the State 


7 would like to introduce into evidence and publish to the jury. 


8 MR. GARDNER: No objection, Your Honor. 


9 


10 


11 


12 


13 


14 


15 


16 


THE COURT: It's into evidence. You may publish. 


(State's Exhibit No. 63 was admitted into evidence) 


Q. Okay. And we're looking at the messages, so -- may I 


look at your copy for one second? So if you look at the 


bubbles, the green bubble says "from," and it's got a phone 


number, that 875 number, is that a Brandon's phone number? 


A. Yes. 


Q. Okay. And then it says "two," and then it has your 


17 phone number; is that correct? 


18 


19 


A. 


Q. 


Yes. 


So the green is Brandon texting you, and the blue is 


20 your responses; is that correct? 


21 


22 


A. 


Q. 


23 say? 


24 


25 


A. 


Q. 


Yes. 


Okay. So when you read it? What does the first one 


Okay, I'm here. 


And then the second one? 
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1 A. I'm really waiting so I can go to bed. 


2 Q. And what -- can you tell me what date and time that was 


3 sent? 


4 


5 


A. 


Q. 


That was on the 18th at 10:38 a.m. 


Okay. So that's the day before the murder. Keep going. 


6 And then the next one? Read the next one, the blue one. 


7 


8 


9 


10 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


Where did y'all stay at? 


Okay. What the response? 


In the whip. Couldn't find a room. 


Okay. So we'll stop right there for a moment. You 


11 said, you testified earlier that Brandon Huertas and Abdullah 


12 Seifullah did not spend the night at your house on the night of 


13 the 18th. Does that appear to be what that text conversation 


14 is referencing? 


15 


16 


17 


18 


19 


20 


21 


A. 


Q. 


Yes. 


Okay. So let's go to the next one, and can you tell me 


the date and time, this is a few minutes later. 


A. This is Dullah. He's sleeping in the back seat. 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


Who did you understand "Dullah" to be? 


Abdullah. 


Okay. And who, when he says, he's sleeping in the back 


22 seat, do you know what that means? 


23 


24 


25 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


Just that he was sleeping in the back seat. 


Do you think he means Brandon Huertas? 


Yes. Sorry. 
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Q. Sorry, that was an inaudible answer. Keep going. Okay, 


and read the next one. 


A. Damn, dude, I'm sorry. All right, I'll be on the move 


4 in a little while. 


5 


6 


Q. 


A. 


Keep going down. Okay. Can you read this one? 


All right. I have a Planet Fitness membership, so I'm 


7 gonna run in here and shower. How much time we got until 


8 you're ready? 


9 


10 


11 


12 


13 


14 


15 


16 


17 


18 


19 


20 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


What date and time was that message sent to you? 


That was on 6/18 at 10:42 a.m. 


And at this point, is it your understanding that even 


though it was Brandon's phone, you were speaking to Abdullah 


Seifullah? 


A. Yes. 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


Okay. And then you respond with 


I would say by 12:30 the latest. 


Okay. And then he responds? 


A. All right, I'm going in there and leaving his phone in 


the car. 


Q. And the next one is a phone number. Can you read that 


21 number for us? 


22 


23 


A. 


Q. 


475-236-1480. 


The actual -- the number off the text, right above where 


24 it says "two," that's the actual, what number is that? 


25 A. 843-457 -- I'm sorry. 
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It's okay. I'll show you what I'm talking about. 


203-919-6372. 


Do you know who that phone number belongs to? 


No. 
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1 


2 


3 


4 


5 


6 


7 


8 


9 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


Q. So okay, keep going down. Okay. Then the next text, 


what does the next one say? 


10 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


That's my number. 


Whose number did you understand that to be? 


Abdullah? 


Keep going down. You say okay. 


11 A. Okay. 


12 Q. So at this point did you have Abdullah Seifullah's phone 


13 number? 


14 A. Yes. 


15 Q. Okay. Let's get back. That's all, from what we just 


16 read and you just looked at it, was that all from June 18, 


17 2023? 


18 


19 


A. 


Q. 


Yes. 


Okay. And let's get back to the night of June 19th. 


20 You said that you were at home and Abdullah Seifullah and 


21 Brandon Huertas took your silver Dodge Charger and left around 


22 8:45. Do you recall when they got back? 


23 A. I don't recall the time. 


24 Q. Okay. 


25 A. I just remember them coming in the house. 
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1 Q. Did they say anything? Did Brandon Huertas or Abdullah 


2 Seifullah say anything to you when they came back in the house? 


3 A. Abdullah did not. I really didn't even see him come in. 


4 They actually came in, and went -- I think he went into the 


5 bedroom, and Brandon came straight to me and handed me my keys 


6 back. 


7 


8 


9 


10 


11 


12 


13 


14 


15 


16 


17 


18 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


Okay. Where was your car at that point? 


As far as I know, it was outside of the apartment. 


Did you later see your car parked outside of your 


apartment complex? 


A. I did. 


Q. Okay. I'm gonna show you what's been marked as State's 


Exhibit 47 and 46. Do you recognize these photos? What's in 


it? 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


My vehicle. 


Okay. What can you see behind your vehicle? 


That's my apartment. 


Okay. Are these fair and accurate representations of 


19 what your car and apartment actually looked like then? 


20 A. Yes. 


21 MS. WALLER: Your Honor, at this point the State 


22 would like to introduce 46 and 47 into evidence and publish to 


23 the jury. 


24 


25 


THE COURT: Any objection from the defense? 


MR. GARDNER: No, sir, Your Honor. 
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4 


5 


6 


7 


8 


9 
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THE COURT: They're into evidence. You may publish 


them. 


(State's Exhibits Nos. 46 & 47 were admitted into evidence.) 


BY MS. WALLER: 


Q. So you can see, if I'm not mistaken, your apartment 


complex in the back and your car parked out front? 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


Yes. 


Is that your car? 


Yes. 


Okay. While Abdullah Seifullah Brandon Huertas had your 


11 car that night, were you -- I believe you testified that you 


12 were looking up flights to try to get Brandon Huertas and 


13 Abdullah Seifullah back home to Connecticut; is that correct? 


14 


15 


16 


17 


18 


19 


A. Yes. 


Q. Were you in any kind of phone communication with either 


the defendant or Brandon Huertas during that time period that 


your car was gone? 


A. 


Q. 


I don't believe so. 


Let me show you another cell phone report, see if this 


20 will refresh your recollection. 


21 MR. GARDNER: Your Honor, I'm going to object that. 


22 She didn't say she don't remember, she said, I don't believe 


23 so. 


24 


25 


THE COURT: Hand on one second. Your objection? 


MR. GARDNER: My objection is --
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1 THE COURT: Approach the ben.ch. 


2 (Off the record discussion was he1d at the bench by 


3 Court and counse1.) 


4 Q. Okay. If I were to show you another text conversation 


5 between you and the defendant, would that refresh your 


6 recollection as to whether or not you've had any other further 


7 communication? 


8 


9 


A. 


Q. 


Yes. 


I'm going to approach and show you what's been marked 


10 since it was 77. And so look at this one, can you tell what 


11 phone number that's from? 


12 A. It looks like Abdullah's. Abdullah's, because it's a 


13 203 number. 


14 Q. Okay. And then what about the other participant in the 


15 conversation? I'll get back to this in one second. 


16 


17 Q. 


MS. WALLER: Court's indulgence, one moment. 


Okay. I'm going to show you, will you read it and tell 


18 me if this is a conversation you recall having with Abdullah 


19 Seifullah via text that night. 


20 


21 


22 


23 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


Yeah. 


And I believe you previously -­


I've read it. 


I just want you to tell me right now, if that refreshes 


24 your recollection, did you have that conversation with Abdullah 


25 Seifullah the night of the murder? 
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2 


3 


4 


5 


6 


7 


8 


9 


10 


A. 


Q. 
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Yes. 


Is at least a couple of the messages during that time 


period I've previously referenced when you said you didn't 


think you talked to him, that those messages occurred during 


that time period? 


A. Yes, ma'am. 


Q. And I believe it's very close in time to -- what time -­


can you tell what time the first one is? 


A. So it's 10:56. 


Q. And then some of those, if you'll continue, are some of 


11 those after your car was returned to you? 


12 


13 


14 


A. 


Q. 


Yes. 


Okay. So this includes both time periods. 


MS. WALLER: Okay. Your Honor, the State would move 


15 Exhibit 77 into evidence and publish to the jury. 


16 MR. GARDNER: This is a part of my original 


17 objection, Your Honor, that would be part of this, also. 


18 


19 


20 


21 


22 


23 


24 


25 


THE COURT: Okay. It's into evidence over your 


objection. 


MS. WALLER: Thank you, Your Honor. 


(State's Exhibit No. 77 was admitted into evidence.) 


Q. Okay, I'll hand it back to you so you can see it. So 


you're looking at, I believe the blue in this one is from, what 


number is that from? 


A. Abdullah's number. 
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2 


Q. 


A. 
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Abdullah's number. And what does that first one say? 


We're parked up, chilling, nothing went wrong, just not 


3 rushing and doing anything stupid. Know that you're 


4 


5 


6 


7 


8 


9 


appreciated, both of y'all. 


Q. What time was that? 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


10:56. 


And then what's your response? 


Thank you. Y'all good? 


Okay. Move on down. Let's read the next one. What 


10 time is the next one, 10:58? 


11 


12 


13 


14 


15 


16 


17 


18 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


10:58. He's cool. He's cool. Still up. 


What's your response? 


He's out. 


What time did you respond? 


11:13. 


Do you know what that's referring to? 


I was -- I'm thinking he was asking about my husband. 


And is that because you had that fight earlier about the 


19 defendant's presence at your apartment? 


20 


21 


22 


23 


24 


25 


A. Yes. 


Q. Okay. What's the next? 


who is this texting? 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


To Abdullah. 


What does it say? 


What's your email? 


Can you tell this one is two --
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Q. Why were you asking for his email at that time? 1 


2 


3 


4 


5 


6 


7 


8 


9 


A. Because I was trying to book a flight and needed his 


information. 


10 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


And what time was that? 


That was at 11:49. 


What's the response? 


He's still good? 


And your response? 


Yes. Why? 


Okay. What's the next response? 


11 A. Just making sure y'all not going to war. 


12 Q. Is that in reference to the fight? 


13 A. Yes. 


14 Q. Keep going. 


15 A. What time is the flight? 


16 Q. And what time did you receive that message? 


17 A. 12:19. 


18 Q. Okay. 


19 A. I need your email address and Brandon's info and credit 


20 card. 


21 Q. Okay. Keep reading. 


22 A. Flight will be at 7:15. 


23 


24 


25 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


Okay. So that last text, what time was that? 


12:22. 


And what is the time of the one right after that? 
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2 


A. 


Q. 
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12: 39. 


So what does this text say? You can read it or you can 


3 say. 


4 


5 


6 


7 


8 


9 


10 


11 


12 


13 


14 


15 


16 


17 


18 


19 


20 


21 


22 


23 


24 


25 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


Y'all f'd up. 


Okay. Do you know what that text is referring to? 


I do. 


Okay. Is that text from you or from Abdullah Seifullah? 


That's from me. 


What are you referring to in that text? 


I was referring to that my son had texted me saying that 


the cops had him and his friend outside, and after I went to 


the door and I still didn't know what had transpired, I just 


knew something happened in my vehicle. 


Q. Okay. 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


So I text him and said, y'all messed up. 


Okay. So what's their response? 


What happened? 


Okay. 


And then question mark, question mark, question mark. 


Okay. What's your response? 


Don't come back. 


What's the response to that? 


Have our names? 


Okay. 


You don't know what with the tickets. We're on our way 
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1 back. 


2 Q. Pause right there. Do you know where they were -- where 


3 


4 


5 


6 


7 


8 


9 


10 


11 


12 


13 


14 


15 


16 


Abdullah Seifullah is on his way back to at that point? 


A. (No audible response.) 


Q. What does that next one say? 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


Is Tolo fighting with you? 


Is Tolo your husband? 


My husband. 


What's your response? 


Don't come back. Cops here. 


Keeping reading. 


Saying what? Why? Are you okay? 


Okay. 


And then I said, don't f'ing come back, ever. 


Keep reading. 


What? Are you talking? Why? Please, you don't know 


17 what they're talking about. What is going on? Hello? I need 


18 you to call. 


19 


20 


21 


22 


23 


Q. Is that the end of that conversation? Did you ever 


speak to Abdullah Seifullah again after this text 


conversations? 


A. 


Q. 


No. 


Okay. You said -- before we started reading text 


24 messages, we were at the point where your testimony, I believe, 


25 was that the defendant had come back to the apartment, and you 
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1 had spoken to Brandon Huertas. Did Brandon Huertas and the 


2 defendant then leave the apartment, or did they stay? 


3 A. They stayed. 


4 


5 


Q. 


A. 


Did they at any point leave after that? 


Yes. I just don't know when. I went into my bedroom 


6 and I was texting from there. 


7 


8 


9 


10 


11 


12 


13 


14 


15 


Q. 


A. 


Okay. 


I needed to get ready for work, and I was in there. I 


wasn't leaving my bedroom. 


Q. Okay. Do you know if the defendant and Brandon Huertas 


left your apartment once you went in your bedroom? 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


They had to have. 


Okay. 


They were still in there when I went into my bedroom. 


Okay. At some point that night, I believe you testified 


16 a moment ago that your son woke you up. Tell me why your son 


17 woke you up. 


18 A. He texted me. He had just got back from being away for 


19 the weekend and said that the cops had him and his friend 


20 outside. So I got up and walked towards the door, and that's 


21 when I realized nobody else was in the house, and I went to the 


22 door to see what was going on out there. 


23 


24 


Q. 


A. 


And when you got outside, what did you see? 


Oh, a cop and my car backed up in the parking spot, and 


25 he had asked me who was driving my vehicle. 


169







158 


1 Q. Did you immediately tell him who was driving your 


2 vehicle? 


3 A. I did. 


4 Q. Who did you tell the police was driving your vehicle? 


5 A. Brandon Huertas. 


6 Q. Did you tell the police who was with Brandon Huertas? 


7 A. I did. 


8 Q. And who did you say was with Brandon Huertas? 


9 A. I said Abdullah. I didn't know his last name at the 


10 time. 


11 Q. Okay. Did you at that point know what had happened in 


12 the Planet Fitness parking lot? 


13 


14 


A. 


Q. 


No. 


When you spoke to police, did they ask you questions 


15 about what Abdullah Seifullah and Brandon Huertas were doing in 


16 Myrtle Beach? 


17 


18 


19 


20 


21 


22 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


(No audible response.) 


And did you tell them why they were here? 


I did. 


Was that for a visit? Why were they here? 


They were visiting. 


At that point in time did you -- did police search your 


23 residence? 


24 


25 


A. 


Q. 


They did. 


Did you give them permission to search, or did they get 
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1 


2 


3 


4 


5 


6 


7 


8 


9 


10 


11 


12 


a search warrant? 


A. They got a search warrant. 


Q. 


A. 


Would you have given them permission? 


Yes. 
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Q. I'm going to show you what's been marked -- let me show 


you what's been marked as State's 48, 49 and 50. Do you 


recognize these photographs with the contents of photographs? 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


I do. 


Each one of them? 


Yes, yes. 


Are these pictures of the inside of your apartment? 


Yes. 


13 Q. Are these fair and accurate representations of what the 


14 apartment looked like that night? 


15 


16 


A. Yes. 


MS. WALLER: Your Honor, the State seeks to introduce 


17 48, 49 and 50 into evidence and publish to the jury. 


18 MR. GARDNER: No objection, Your Honor. 


19 THE COURT: They're into evidence and you may 


20 publish. 


21 (State's Exhibits Nos. 48, 49 & 50 were admitted into evidence) 


22 


23 


24 


25 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


Let's start with 49. 


Okay. 


Tell me what this picture shows when it comes up. 


That's my spare bed -- that's my spare bedroom. 
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1 Q. That's your spare bedroom. And I'm going to direct your 


2 attention to these, there's a red bag you see and a wallet and 


3 a black bag. Are those items things that belong to you? 


4 A. No. 


5 Q. Do you know who they belong to? 


6 A. Brandon and Abdullah. 


7 Q. Okay. I'm going to show you, now let's look at number 


8 48. Is this that same bedroom or a different bedroom? 


9 A. Same bedroom. 


10 Q. Is that the guest bedroom where Abdullah Seifullah 


11 stayed? 


12 


13 


A. 


Q. 


Yes. 


Okay. Let's see number 50. Okay, this is a close up. 


14 We just looked at number 49, and you can see, go back to 49 one 


15 second. So this 50 is a close up of what you see the black bag 


16 in front of the red bag, can you see that there? 


17 


18 


19 


20 


21 


22 


23 


24 


25 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


Yes. 


Is that black bag your bag? 


No. 


Okay. 


MS. WALLER: Go back to 50, please. 


Do you recognize that item, does that belonging to you? 


No. 


Were you aware that was in your apartment? 


No. 
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1 Q. All right. And you said that Brandon Huertas and 


2 Abdullah Seifullah had been driving your Dodge Charger that 


3 night? 


4 


5 


6 


7 


8 


A. 


Q. 


Yes. 


I'm gonna show you what's --


MR. GARDNER: Court's indulgence. No objection. 


MS. WALLER: May we approach briefly, Your Honor? 


THE COURT: Yes. 


9 (Off the record discussion was held at the bench by 


10 Court and counsel) 


11 Q. So you said that Brandon Huertas and Abdullah Seifullah 


12 were driving in your car. I'm going to show you what's been 


13 marked as State's Exhibit 64, 65, 66, 67 and 68. Let's start 


14 with 64, 65 first. Do you recognize the contents of this 


15 photograph? Is that your car? 


16 


17 


18 


19 


20 


21 


22 


23 


24 


25 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


That's 


Okay. 


No. 


66? 


No. 


67? 


No. 


68? 


No. 


Okay. 


my car. That's my car. 


And 65, do you know what 


So you recognize number 


this is? 


64, but you don't 
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1 recognize anything in these in numbers 65, 66, 67 and 68? 


2 


3 


A. No. 


MS. WALLER: Your Honor, at this time the State will 


4 seek to introduce Exhibit 64 into evidence and publish to the 


5 


6 


7 


8 


9 


10 


jury. 


Q. 


THE COURT: Any objection? 


MR. GARDNER: No, sir. 


THE COURT: It's into evidence without objection. 


(State's Exhibit No. 64 was admitted into evidence.) 


All right, this is your car. Do you notice there's a 


11 pink bag? 


12 A. Yes. 


13 


14 


15 


16 


17 


18 


19 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


Do you see that? Is that your bag? 


No. 


That does not belong to you? 


No. 


Have you ever seen it before? 


No. 


Okay. After Brandon Huertas and Abdullah left your 


20 apartment and the police showed up, did you ever see Brandon 


21 Huertas back at your apartment? 


22 


23 


24 


25 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


No. 


Did you ever speak to him? 


No. 


Did you give multiple interviews with the police? 
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I did. 1 


2 


A. 


Q. Were you immediately forthcoming with every detail the 


3 first time you spoke to the police? 


4 


5 


6 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


No. 


And why was that? 


I just entrusted some people with my vehicle and that 


7 did very bad things, and I got very scared. 


8 Q. Okay. After you spoke to the police the second time, I 


9 believe, do you recall how many times you spoke to him, the 


10 police, at your apartment complex the night of the murder, or 


11 the early morning hours after the murder? 


12 


13 


A. 


Q. 


Just the one time. 


Did you at some point go to the M.L. Brown Building and 


14 give an interview to the police as well? 


15 


16 


A. 


Q. 


Yes. They came and picked me up at my job. 


Okay. At the time you went to the interview at the M.L. 


17 Brown Building, were you completely forthcoming with the police 


18 at that point? 


19 A. Yes. 


20 Q. So at that point you told them the truth about 


21 everything that happened that night? 


22 A. Yes. 


23 MS. WALLER: Court's indulgence. 


24 Q. So when the police were at your apartment that night, 


25 did you show the police some of those text messages that we 
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1 just read out in court? 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


Yes. 


Do you recall who you showed them to? 


I don't recall, no. 
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2 


3 


4 


5 


6 


7 


8 


9 


Q. I'm Going to show you what's been marked as State's 


Exhibit 19. Did you voluntarily show the police those 


messages, or did they get a search report and make you show 


them? 


10 


A. 


Q. 


11 night? 


I volunteered. 


Did you voluntarily relinquish your home to police that 


12 A. Yes. 


13 Q. I'm going to approach the what's been marked as Exhibit 


14 19. Is this your cell? 


15 A. Yes. 


16 Q. Is that the phone you gave police that night on the 


17 scene? 


18 A. Yes. 


19 MS. WALLER: And Your Honor, the State would seek to 


20 introduce Exhibit 19 into evidence at this time. 


21 


22 


23 


24 


MR. GARDNER: No objection. 


THE COURT: It's into evidence. 


(State's Exhibit No. 19 was admitted) 


MS. WALLER: Your Honor, I have no further questions 


25 for this witness at this time. 
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2 


THE COURT: Cross-examination? 


MR. GARDNER: Thank you, Your Honor. 


165 


3 CROSS-EXAMINATION 


4 BY MR. GARDNER: 


5 


6 


7 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


Good morning, ma'am. 


Good morning. 


I want to try to clear up a few things, if I can. First 


8 of all, let's talk about the relationships. You knew Brandon, 


9 did I get the name right, Brandon? 


10 


11 


12 


13 


14 


15 


16 


17 


18 


19 


20 


21 


22 


23 


24 


25 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


Yes. 


I don't know his last name. What was it? 


Huertas. 


Huertas. Okay. How did you know Brandon Huertas? 


He was in a relationship with my niece. 


With your niece? 


Uh-huh. 


Okay. And he lived in Connecticut at the time? 


Yes. 


And you're from Connecticut, also? 


Yes, sir. 


Okay. And you don't know my client, Abdullah, correct? 


I do not. 


Okay. So this whole arrangement was because of your 


relationship with Brandon? 


A. Yes. 
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1 


2 


3 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


Had nothing to do with my client, Abdullah? 


No. 
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Okay. And in fact, the fight that you and your husband 


4 that you talked to the solicitor about, that was over his, lack 


5 of a better word, jealousy, of you and Brandon; isn't that 


6 right? 


7 


8 


9 


10 


11 


12 


13 


14 


15 


16 


17 


18 


19 


20 


21 


22 


A. 


Q. 


He was just a jealous man. 


Okay. Well, I mean, you brought your friend from 


Connecticut into your house, so your husband was jealous, and 


that's what y'all were fighting over. So your friendship with 


Brandon was it I'm just gonna go on to something else. 


A. 


Q. 


Okay. 


One of the reasons that Brandon came down to see you was 


you were gonna buy him a gun; is that right? 


A. I was. 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


Okay. And that's clearly against the law, isn't it? 


It is. 


But you were gonna do that anyway? 


I was. 


Because of your friendship with him? 


Yes. 


Yeah. No other reason, just friendship? Romantic 


23 friendship? 


24 A. No. I wanted to make a little bit of money. 


25 Q. Okay, make a little bit of money. All right. So all of 
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1 your testimony that you gave earlier this morning was all 


2 geared, almost as though you were shifting from Brandon, 


3 pointing to Abdullah. Is that because of your relationship 


4 with Brandon? 


5 


6 


A. 


Q. 


I don't understand the question. 


Okay. That's my fault, I'll try to do better. The 


7 solicitor asked you certain questions, and some of your answers 


8 were ''they," and I sought clarification. When you say, ''they,'' 


9 are you talking about Brandon, or are you talking about 


10 Abdullah, and some of the times you were talking about Brandon, 


11 correct? 


12 


13 


14 


15 


16 


17 


18 


A. 


Q. 


but 


you 


was 


A. 


Q. 


Yes. 


And some of the times you were talking about Abdullah, 


it's really not that clear, though, is it? And I'll give 


an example. The text messages, I believe your testimony 


you didn't know the telephone numbers, is that fair to say? 


Yes. 


Okay. So everybody knows, you get them all the time, 


19 you get them from spam and people you don't know, and things of 


20 that nature, anybody can text anybody, correct? 


21 


22 


A. 


Q. 


Yes. 


And anybody can say anything they want to; isn't that 


23 also correct? 


24 


25 


A. 


Q. 


Yes. 


I could text you and tell you I was Santa Claus, right? 
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2 


A. 


Q. 
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Yes. 


And you don't know who I am. Okay. So if you say to 


3 the solicitor that you got a text from Abdullah, we don't have 


4 any way of knowing that, do we? 


5 


6 


A. 


Q. 


I guess not. 


And if you had a choice to say it was a text from my 


7 friend, my romantic friend and I've conspired to buy an illegal 


8 gun for, or --


9 


10 


11 


12 


13 


A. There was no romantic anything. 


Q. Okay. All right. My apologies. Your "friend," if you 


have a choice to say the text was from my friend or the text 


was from a fellow I don't know, I've never seen before, human 


nature might send you to pointing towards the person you don't 


14 know, right? 


15 A. I guess I could. 


16 Q. Okay, you can answer, all right. A couple other things, 


17 about that bedroom, because I'm not clear about that, because I 


18 heard earlier that they both stayed in the spare bedroom, both 


19 being Brandon and Abdullah, but then later you testified that 


20 Abdullah stayed in the spare bedroom and that Brandon slept on 


21 the couch in the living room. Which one is it? 


22 


23 


24 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


That's what I said, yeah. 


Okay. 


They were -- they planted their bodies in that room. 


25 Abdullah stayed in there to sleep, and Brandon slept on the 
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1 couch. 


2 Q. But it's not like -- they both had access to the room, 


3 right? 


4 


5 


A. 


Q. 


They did. 


Okay. And Abdullah was in there, and Brandon was in 


6 there. Brandon's stuff was in there. I don't -- I believe you 


7 said you didn't know who the bag belonged to, but it was 


8 Brandon's, and Abdullah's? 


9 


10 


11 


12 


13 


A. 


Q. 


It was not mine. 


Not yours, so they're bag. Brandon had access to that 


room equally, as well as Abdullah? 


A. Yes. 


Q. Okay. I just needed to clear that up, because I didn't 


14 want the jury to think -- I don't think the jury thinks that, 


15 but I don't want them to think that Brandon was not in that 


16 room or didn't have access to that room. That room was a joint 


17 room for both of them? 


18 


19 


A. 


Q. 


Yes. 


All right. And I wasn't real clear about some of your 


20 testimony, and I'm not trying to beat you up or trick you or 


21 anything, I just want to make it clear, and maybe the jury's 


22 got it, but for me, I want to make sure I got it. When the 


23 cops, and I got a transcript here, so if we need to refer to 


24 that, but when the cops came to the house the night of the 


25 incident, they asked you where your car was. Do you remember 
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1 that? 


2 


3 


4 


5 


6 


7 


8 


9 


A. 


Q. 


Yes. 


And you told them, what did you tell them? Do you 


remember? 


A. I told them it was out there. 


Q. Okay. And it had been out there the whole night, isn't 


that what you told them? 


A. 


Q. 


I didn't tell them that. 


You didn't tell them that? They asked you, your car 


10 went downtown and you didn't know how it got downtown, and you 


11 said the keys were in the purse and that you'd never gotten the 


12 keys out of the purse. Isn't that what you told them? 


13 


14 


15 


16 


17 


18 


19 


20 


21 


22 


Downtown, I don't --A. 


Q. Well, that's my words. It left from your apartment, it 


went somewhere, okay? You don't have to know where it went, 


you just knew it wasn't there, and you told the cops that you 


didn't give anybody permission to take it; isn't that right? 


A. I don't recall that. 


Q. Okay. And they asked you, where are the keys? 


recall that, don't you? 


I do. 


You 


A. 


Q. And then you said, they're in the purse, and the purse 


23 is on the counter. So basically, you were telling the cops 


24 that you don't know who took the car; is that right? 


25 A. I told them who took my car. 
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1 


2 


3 


4 


5 


6 


7 


8 


9 


10 


11 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


That night when they were first there? 


Yeah. 


Okay. 
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MR. GARDNER: Court's indulgence, Your Honor, please. 


Q. Okay. Well, you kept telling the cops that, Brandon, 


you said "they" again, so I'm assuming, I don't want to assume. 


You kept saying "they" figured it out, they told me they rented 


a U-Haul truck and that they were going home. Do you remember 


that? 


A. 


Q. 


Yes. 


Okay. And there was no discussion about them taking the 


12 car, but if we can't agree on that, that's fine, we'll just 


13 move on. I do believe you testified that you did not see 


14 


15 


16 


17 


18 


19 


Abdullah in the car, and when you saw both of them they were 


out of the car; is that right? 


A. They were in my house. 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


Okay. So not in the car. Okay. 


No. 


All right. And one thing that was odd, you went to get 


20 some vape, did you tell the solicitor that? 


21 


22 


23 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


Yes. 


All right. And you didn't take Brandon with you? 


I was going alone, and Abdullah came out of my house and 


24 got into my passenger side and said, I'm coming with you. 


25 Q. Yeah, that's kind of odd. Why -- what was that all 
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1 about? 


2 A. I have no idea. 


3 Q. But you were okay with somebody you didn't know? 


4 A. I was -- yeah, I was fine with it. I just rode to the 


5 


6 


7 


8 


9 


10 


vape store, it was right around the corner. 


Q. All right. But he didn't go get any vape? 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


No. 


He didn't even go in the store? 


No. 


The truth of the matter is you're saying that so you can 


11 have him in the car; isn't that right? 


12 


13 


A. 


Q. 


He was in the car with me. 


Okay. That's what you said, and you also said that 


14 Brandon wasn't in the car. 


15 


16 


A. 


Q. 


He was not. 


And you went to get vape, and you went into the store, 


17 right? 


18 


19 


20 


21 


22 


23 


A. Yes. 


Q. And for some bizarre reason you're gonna say that, or 


you did say that Abdullah got in the car to ride with you to 


the vape store? 


A. Yep, that's what happened. 


Q. Okay. Now, Abdullah was not involved in this illegal 


24 purchase of guns; is that correct? 


25 A. I didn't discuss anything with him. 
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1 Q. That's right, because you didn't have a relationship 


2 with Abdullah, you had a relationship with Brandon, and that 


3 relationship started in Connecticut, and it came down to Myrtle 


4 Beach because you were going to buy an illegal gun for Brandon? 


5 


6 


7 


8 


9 


10 


11 


12 


13 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


Yes. 


But not for Abdullah -­


No. 


For Brandon. Okay. And your testimony is that you're 


not putting Brandon in the car to go to the vape store, you're 


putting Abdullah in the car to go to the vape store? 


A. Because Abdullah is the one that came with me to the 


vape, yeah. 


Q. All right. And I want to ask you about the information 


14 that you had. Did you have Abdullah's Social Security number 


15 and date of birth? 


16 A. No. 


17 Q. Did you have Brandon's Social Security number and date 


18 of birth? 


19 


20 


21 


22 


23 


24 


25 


A. 


Q. 


No. 


How were you booking a flight for them? 


A. I was looking flights up and then I started asking for 


that information. 


Q. Okay. Because I thought you said you were trying to 


book a flight for them. 


A. I was. 


185







1 
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3 


4 


5 
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174 


Q. Okay. And I think, I don't book flights, but, I mean, I 


watch a lot of television. You can't book a flight just unless 


you have all these identification things --


A. 


Q. 


A. 


Correct. 


And you didn't have any --


I was looking up flights first, and then I asked for 


7 information to be able to book the flight. 


8 MR. GARDNER: All right. I think that we've got a 


9 good deal, but if I may have the Court's indulgence for a 


10 second please? 


11 Q. Okay. I do have a couple questions. I think -- you 


12 gave the keys to Brandon, despite the fact that you told the 


13 cops that the keys were in the car, you had actually given them 


14 to Brandon; is that right, so he could drive the car? 


15 


16 


17 


18 


19 


20 


21 


22 


23 


24 


25 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


Yes. 


Okay. But you didn't give him to Abdullah? 


I did not. 


And you didn't see Abdullah even get in the car? 


No. 


So you don't even know if he was in the car? 


I don't. 


All right. 


MR. GARDNER: Judge, that's all I have. Thank you. 


THE COURT: Any Redirect? 


MS. WALLER: Briefly, Your Honor. 
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REDIRECT EXAMINATION 


BY MS. WALLER: 


1 


2 


3 Q. Can you tell me again what your relationship was with 


4 Brandon Huertas? 


5 


6 


7 


8 


9 


10 


11 


12 


13 


14 


15 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


He was the father of my husband's niece, niece's kids. 


How long did you know him? 


Since mid-90's. 


So a long time? 


Yes. 


Were you in a romantic relationship with Brandon 


Huertas? 


A. Absolutely not. 


Q. There's been some talk of you agreeing to buy guns for 


Brandon Huertas. Is that why Brandon Huertas and Abdullah 


Seifullah came to your house that weekend? 


16 A. Yes. 


17 Q. Do you recall anyone giving you money to buy guns? 


18 A. It was attempted. 


19 Q. Who did that? 


20 A. Abdullah. 


21 Q. So Abdullah Seifullah attempted to send you money to buy 


22 guns? 


23 A. Through Cash App. 


24 Q. Okay. Was that part of the reason that your husband was 


25 angry about Abdullah Seifullah and Brandon Huertas being at 
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1 your house? 


2 


3 


A. 


Q. 


Yes. 


Did you ultimately go through with your plan to buy guns 


4 for the defendant? 


5 


6 


7 


8 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


No. 


And Brandon Huertas? 


No. 


Mr. Gardner read some portions of that first interview 


9 you gave the police officers. You testified earlier that you 


10 were not completely forthcoming when they originally 


11 interviewed you. 


12 


13 


A. 


Q. 


Yes. 


I believe your testimony was that something bad happened 


14 and you were scared, that's a summary? 


15 


16 


17 


18 


19 


A. Yes. 


Q. Was part of that because of this plan that you had to 


buy guns with the defendant and Brandon Huertas? 


A. 


Q. 


Yes. 


But when you ultimately spoke with detectives at the 


20 M.L. Brown Building, were you completely forthcoming about what 


21 happened? 


22 


23 


24 


25 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


Yes. 


Have you been truthful here today? 


Yes. 


There was also some conversation about text messages. 
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2 


3 


4 


5 


6 


7 


8 


9 


10 


11 


12 
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Whenever you were texting, that first one we looked at, when 


you were texting the phone number that belonged to Brandon 


Huertas, but -- and we read all this, if you look at this, I'll 


approach you with Exhibit 63, and I'll direct your attention to 


the middle of the page. What does that say? 


A. This is Dullah. 


Q. So why did you think it was Abdullah Seifullah you were 


speaking to? 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


Because that was his nickname. 


And that's what he said it was; is that correct? 


Yes. 


And what you were discussing in the text conversation 


13 did you have any reason to believe that that was not Abdullah 


14 Seifullah? 


15 


16 


A. 


Q. 


No. 


Did he seem to know about what had been happening in 


17 your involvement with him in the days leading up to that text, 


18 did it match what was going on in real life? 


19 A. Yes. 


20 Q. And then later when you were texting, this is State's 


21 Exhibit 77, when you were texting this 203 phone number that 


22 you previously identified as Abdullah Seifullah, did that 


23 person that was responsive to you appear to be Abdullah 


24 Seifullah? 


25 A. Yes. 
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1 


2 


3 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


Do you have any reason to believe it was not him? 


No. 


And did you, in fact, get this phone number from 


4 Abdullah Seifullah? 


Yes. 
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5 


6 


A. 


Q. Did he tell you 203 -- sorry -- 203-919-6372 was his 


7 phone number? 


A. He texted it to me. 8 


9 MS. WALLER: Your Honor, I have no further questions 


10 for this witness. 


11 THE COURT: You may step down and you're free to 


12 leave. 


THE WITNESS: Thank you. 13 


14 THE COURT: Mr. Foreman, ladies and gentlemen of the 


15 jury, we're going to take a brief recess and allow you to 


16 refresh yourselves. Once again, do not discuss the case. 


17 Everyone remain seated as the jury exits the courtroom. 


18 (Jury exited the courtroom at this time) 


THE 19 


20 


21 


22 


23 


24 


for a moment? 


MS. 


THE 


MR. 


THE 


25 minutes. 


COURT: 


WALLER: 


COURT: 


GARDNER: 


COURT: 


Anything from the State before 


No, sir. 


Anything from the defense? 


No, Your Honor. 


We'll stand at ease for about 


we recess 


five 
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5 


6 


7 


8 


9 


10 
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(Recess taken) 


THE COURT: Anything from to State before we proceed? 


MS. WALLER: No, sir, Your Honor. 


THE COURT: Anything from the defense? 


MR. GARDNER: No, Your Honor. 


THE COURT: We're ready for the jury. 


(Jury entered the courtroom at this time) 


THE COURT: You may call your next witness. 


MS. WALLER: The State calls Shelby Hopson. 


THE COURT: Ms. Hopson, please come forward, and I'm 


11 going to ask, if you could, to approach the Clerk and place 


12 your left hand on the Bible and raise your right as she 


13 administers the oath. 


14 THE CLERK: Do you swear or affirm that the evidence 


15 you're about to give the Court in this case be the truth, the 


16 whole and nothing but the truth, so help you God? 


17 


18 


THE WITNESS: Yes, ma'am. 


THE COURT: Have a seat in the witness chair, and I'm 


19 going to ask you, if you could, to pull up real close to that 


20 microphone and speak loudly, clearly and slowly in order for me 


21 to hear everything that you have to say. Let's start with your 


22 full name. 


23 


24 


25 


THE WITNESS: Shelby Lynn Hopson. 


THE COURT: Very good. 
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SHELBY HOPSON WAS DULY SWORN AT THIS TIME AND 


TESTIFIED AS FOLLOWS: 


DIRECT EXAMINATION 


BY MS. WALLER: 


Q. Ms. Hopson, where do you work? 


180 


1 


2 


3 


4 


5 


6 A. I work at the Planet Fitness, currently at the Glenn 


7 Forest location. 


8 Q. Is that the one that we've been talking about in court 


9 today? 


10 A. Yes, ma'am. 


11 Q. What is your job title there? 


12 A. So I'm currently the club manager, or better yet, the 


13 General Manager there. 


14 


15 


16 


17 


18 


19 


20 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


How long have you been in that position? 


About going on two years. 


Were you employed at the Carolina Forest Planet Fitness 


back in June 19, 2023? 


A. No, ma'am. 


Q. 


A. 


Where were you employed then? 


With Planet Fitness still, just in Ohio, so me and my 


21 husband moved here about two years ago, so I was not living 


22 here at that time. 


23 Q. Okay. But as the General Manager of the Planet Fitness, 


24 I'm gonna say the one in Carolina Forest, would that be 


25 accurate? 
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1 


2 


3 


4 


5 


6 


7 


8 


A. 


Q. 


Yes, ma'am. 


Are you familiar with the surveillance system that 


Planet Fitness has there? 


A. Yes, ma'am. 
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Q. Is that the same surveillance system that was in place 


back on June 19, 2023? 


A. 


Q. 


Yes, ma'am. 


Can you tell me kind of, in general, how that 


9 surveillance system works? 


10 A. So we have a total of, I believe, I want to say, between 


11 ten and 11 cameras in the entire facility. All of them are 


12 


13 


14 


15 


16 


17 


18 


19 


20 


21 


22 


23 


inside, so we have some facing the front doors, the front desk, 


entrances to the mens and women's locker room, scattered all 


around the facility. 


Q. Are those cameras the same cameras that have been in 


place in that building, essentially, since it opened, since 


that Planet fitness location opened? 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


Yes, ma'am. 


As the General Manager can you access that system? 


Yes, ma'am. 


Can you view the surveillance footage that's captured? 


Yes, ma'am. 


Do you know if the date and time is accurate on the 


24 surveillance system? 


25 A. Yes, ma'am. 
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2 


3 


4 


Q. 


A. 
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It is accurate? 


Yes, ma'am. 


MS. WALLER: Sorry, the way I asked it. 


MR. GARDNER: Your Honor, I apologize so much. Can 


5 we come up there for like two seconds? 


6 THE COURT: Sure. 


7 (Off the record discussion was held at the bench by 


8 Court and counsel at this time.) 


9 MR. GARDNER: Thank you, Your Honor. 


10 


11 


12 Q. 


MS. WALLER: May I approach to witness, Your Honor? 


THE COURT: Yes. 


I'm going to approach and show you what's been marked as 


13 State's Exhibit 34, it's a flash drive. Do you recognize this 


14 flash drive? 


15 A. Yes, ma'am. 


16 Q. Have you previously reviewed the contents of this flash 


17 drive? 


18 A. Yes, ma'am. 


19 Q. Is it a copy of a Body Camera recording of your Planet 


20 fitness surveillance system? 


21 


22 


A. 


Q. 


23 angles? 


24 


25 


A. 


Q. 


Yes, ma'am. 


And when you reviewed it did you recognize the camera 


Yes, ma'am. 


Are those still the camera angles that the surveillance 
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1 system captures to this day? 


2 


3 


4 


5 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


Yes, ma'am. 


Did you recognize the interior of the Planet Fitness? 


Yes, ma'am. 


Is it a fair and accurate representation what it 


6 actually looks like inside? 


7 


8 


A. Yes, ma'am. 


MS. WALLER: Your Honor, at this time the State would 


9 seek to introduce 34 into evidence and publish to the jury. 


10 


11 


12 


13 


MR. GARDNER: No objection, Your Honor. 


THE COURT: It's into evidence. 


(State's Exhibit No. 34 was admitted into evidence.) 


(Video p1aying) 


14 MS. WALLER: Can you pause that for a second? Can 


15 you back it up just a little bit? 


16 Q. Can you show us the gentleman that walked across the 


17 floor there in front of the check-in area? 


18 


19 Q. 


MS. WALLER: There we go, pause there. 


Ms. Hopson, can you see a gentlemen there standing there 


20 with what appears to be a red backpack? 


21 


22 


23 


24 


25 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


Yes, ma'am. 


Do you know that person at all? 


No, ma'am. 


MS. WALLER: Keep going. Okay. Pause it one second. 


Okay. That first part that we just saw, what area is of 


195







184 


1 the gym is that? 


2 A. So that left frame is going to be our front desk, our 


3 one way in and one way out of our building. 


4 


5 


6 


Q. 


lot? 


A. 


That's how you get in, right through the front parking 


Yes, ma'am. Every member has to come by that front desk 


7 to check in. If no one comes up to that front desk and we see 


8 someone just walk by, we'll go back up and grab them to have 


9 them come back and verify if they're a member, who they are, 


10 things of that nature. 


11 


12 


13 


14 


15 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


Q. 


16 this? 


17 A. 


Did that person appear to check in? 


Yes, ma'am. 


Okay. Thank you. 


MS. WALLER: Pause it. 


So just tell us before we start, what area of the gym is 


So this is going to be our main walkway. Our gym works 


18 basically as, like, a giant rectangle, and then that tile 


19 walkway that you see right there, that will go off into the 


20 black corridor, that is our entrance to our men's locker room. 


21 Q. So the two purple columns, is that that doorway that 


22 goes to the men's locker room? 


23 


24 


25 


A. 


Q. 


Yes. 


Okay. Thank you. 


MS. WALLER: Pause please. 
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1 Q. Do you see a man with a red backpack walking towards 


2 that door? 


3 


4 


A. 


Q. 


Yes, ma'am. 


Okay. So you saw this gentleman walking in the photos. 


5 I'm going show you some photos. I'm going to show you what's 


6 been marked as State's Exhibits 35, 91, 92 and 93. These are 


7 still shots from that video we just watched. Can you verify 


8 those are, in fact, still shots from that video? 


9 


10 


11 


12 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


Yes. 


Can you see to gentleman that we saw walking around? 


Yes, ma'am. 


Are those fair and accurate representations of the video 


13 and what Planet Fitness looks like? 


14 


15 


A. Yes, ma'am. 


MS. WALLER: Your Honor, at this time the State seeks 


16 to introduce 35, 91, 92 and 93 into evidence and publish to the 


17 jury. 


18 THE COURT: Any objection to the defense? 


19 


20 


MR. GARDNER: No, Your Honor. 


THE COURT: They're into evidence. 


21 (State's Exhibit Nos. 35, 91, 92 & 93 were admitted 


22 into evidence) 


23 


24 MS. WALLER: Let's have 35. It's just a better view 


25 from this video. Okay. Go to the next one. This is 91, then 
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1 92, and then 93. Thank you. 


2 


3 


4 


5 


6 


7 


8 


9 


10 


11 


Q. So you said that if someone walks up to the counter, 


they check in, do you have a check-in procedure at Planet 


Fitness? 


A. Yes, ma'am. So you can do it a couple different ways by 


giving your phone number, first and last name. Most of the 


time people will use their Planet Fitness mobile app which is a 


QR Code, and they will scan it up at the scanners and then it 


pops up at their profile on our computers. 


Q. Okay. I'm going approach and show you some exhibits, 


what's been marked as State's Exhibit 84 and 85. Let's start 


12 with 84. What does 84 depict? 


13 A. So 84 is a depiction of, like, our check-in history, and 


14 basically, like, our check-in display, seeing who has checked 


15 in throughout the day with dates and timestamps. 


16 Q. And the second period we have a picture of the screen 


17 from a specific date? 


18 A. Yes, it is 6-18 of 2023. 


19 Q. Is that a fair and accurate representation of what that 


20 system looked like back then? 


21 


22 


A. 


Q. 


Yes, that's correct. 


And I'm going to show you 85, as well, and tell me what 


23 this picture depicts? 


24 A. So this is showing a photograph of the photo that we 


25 have to take of every member when they come and check in, 
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1 normally we'll do it on their first day. This is just 


2 depicting whose photo is on whose account. 


3 Q. Does it pop up so you can match to person with the 


4 photo, is that kind of what it is? 


A. Yes, ma'am. 
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5 


6 MS. WALLER: Your Honor, at this time the State would 


7 like to introduce 84 and 85 into evidence and publish to the 


8 jury. 


9 


10 


11 


12 


13 


14 


15 


16 


MR. GARDNER: No objection, Your Honor. 


MS. WALLER: All right, let's have 84. 


THE COURT: They're into evidence. 


(State's Exhibits Nos. 84 & 85 were admitted into evidence.) 


Q. So I'm going to direct your attention to, around the 


center of the page, do you see the name, Abdullah Seifullah? 


A. 


Q. 


Yes. 


And what date and time does it show that he checked into 


17 the Planet Fitness in Carolina Forest? 


18 


19 


A. 


Q. 


6-18 of 2023 at 10:53 a.m. 


And let's have 85. And is that the photo that goes with 


20 his membership? 


21 


22 


A. 


Q. 


Yes. 


Okay. And those are pictures from shortly after 


23 June 19, 2023. Were you able to recently confirm through 


24 corporate records that these records are accurate? 


25 A. Yes. 


199







188 


1 Q. I'm going to show you again Exhibit number 93. This has 


2 the date and timestamp from the video we watched. What's the 


3 


4 


5 


6 


7 


8 


9 


10 


11 


12 


date and timestamp from the video that you see on this still? 


A. So date and timestamp on this photo is 6-18-2023 of 


11-29-20. 


Q. Is that a.m., can you tell? 


A. I mean the sun is out, so I would assume, yes, a.m. 


Q. Okay. So is that approximately around the same time 


that Abdullah Seifullah checked into the Planet Fitness in 


Carolina Forest? 


A. 


Q. 


Yes. 


Do you know anything about the shooting incident that 


13 occurred in the parking lot at Planet Fitness? 


14 


15 


16 


17 


18 


19 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


No, ma'am. 


Do you have any other involvement in this case? 


No, ma'am. 


MS. WALLER: No further questions. 


THE COURT: Cross-examination? 


MR. GARDNER: No, Your Honor. 


20 THE COURT: You may step down, and you're free to 


21 leave. Thank you, ma'am. 


22 


23 


24 


25 


THE WITNESS: Thank you. 


MS. WALLER: Thank you. 


THE COURT: You may call your next witness. 


MR. MARTIN: Your Honor, the State calls Trooper Alan 
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1 


2 


Enzor. 
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TROOPER ALAN ENZOR WAS DULY SWORN AT THIS TIME AND 


3 TESTIFIED AS FOLLOWS: 


4 THE COURT: Have a seat in the witness chair. I'll 


5 ask, if you could, pull up real close to that microphone and 


6 speak loudly, clearly and slowly in order we can hear 


7 everything that you have to say. Let's start with your full 


8 name, please, sir. 


9 


10 


THE WITNESS: My name is Alan Keith Enzor. 


MR. MARTIN: May it please the Court, Your Honor? 


11 DIRECT EXAMINATION 


12 BY MR. MARTIN: 


13 


14 


Q. 


A. 


Trooper Enzor, where are you currently employed? 


I'm with the South Carolina Department of Public Safety 


15 with Highway Patrol. 


16 


17 


18 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


How long have you been with Highway Patrol? 


About nine years. 


And I know we've probably all had a run-in with Highway 


19 Patrol, but generally speaking, what are your duties and 


20 responsibilities? 


21 


22 


23 


24 


25 


A. Educate and enforce safety on the roadways through 


working collisions an issuing citations, traffic stops. 


Q. And you were employed with Highway Patrol back on, I 


believe it was June 18, 2023? 


A. Yes, I was. 
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1 Q. And on that particular date, were you called out to 


2 respond to a collision involving a Defendant, Abdullah 


3 Seifullah? 


A. I was. 
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4 


5 


6 


7 


8 


9 


Q. And typically when you work in collision, do you draft 


some sort of report? 


10 


A. Yes, sir, it's a TR-310 Form. It's the form that 


includes information on both parties involved. 


MR. MARTIN: May I approach? 


Q. I'm not putting this in evidence. I just want you to 


11 take a look at it and see if you recognize that to be your 


12 report. 


13 


14 


A. 


Q. 


It is. 


And looking at that report, can you tell where the 


15 collision occurred? 


16 A. So it's going to be on US 501, and it's gonna be near 


17 Carolina Forest Boulevard, so Carolina Forest area of Horry 


18 County. 


19 Q. And how did the call come out for to you to respond to 


20 that scene? 


21 A. So we get dispatched, I don't recall if I answered 


22 through the radio or through our self-dispatch CAT System, but 


23 I assigned myself to the collision. 


24 


25 


Q. 


A. 


Which you did, in fact, arrive on the scene? 


Yes. 
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Were there any other troopers, or was it just you? 


It was just me. 
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1 


2 


3 


Q. 


A. 


Q. Now, typically when you respond to a traffic collision, 


4 do you have any sort of body worn camera that you wear? 


5 


6 


A. 


Q. 


Yes. 


Explain to the jury a little bit about how the Body 


7 Camera works. 


8 A. The Body Camera can be activated two ways, through 


9 either me tapping here on the front or activating my blue 


10 lights switch. It activates the camera in the car, as well as 


11 the Body Camera, and at that time I don't recall if I had an 


12 in-car Body Camera, but I did have a Body Camera. 


13 


14 


15 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


Are you wearing a Body Camera at the moment? 


Yeah, it's off. 


I don't wanna be recorded. Is that about where you've 


16 got it on your chest right now? 


17 


18 


19 


20 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


Yes. 


Is that about wear you wore it that day? 


Yes. 


And on that particular day did you, in fact, initiate 


21 your Body Camera? 


22 


23 


A. 


Q. 


I did. 


Once the Body Camera records, does it upload into some 


24 sort of system or software? 


25 A. It goes into the Axon System. Once we label it, we can 
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1 retrieve the Body Cam by just putting in the case number. 


2 Q. And when recording did you alter or change that video to 


3 delete it, anything like that? 


4 


5 


A. 


Q. 


No. 


I'm going approach you with what's been marked for 


6 identification purposes as State's 82. Is this your initials 


7 


8 


9 


10 


11 


or signature on this Body Cam signifying that it is yours? 


A. It is. 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


And have you previously viewed that Body Cam?. 


I have. 


And when you did it was it fair and accurate as to what 


12 happened that day? 


13 A. Yes, sir. 


14 MR. MARTIN: Your Honor, at this time the State would 


15 move to enter Number 82 into evidence and publish it to the 


16 jury. 


17 


18 


19 


20 


21 Q. 


MR. GARDNER: No objection, Your Honor. 


THE COURT: It's into evidence without objection. 


MR. MARTIN: Court's indulgence while we set it up. 


(State's Exhibit No. 82 was admitted into evidence.) 


With the Body Cam, is it muted for the first 30 seconds 


22 or so until you hear audio? 


23 


24 


25 


A. It is. 


(Video playing) 
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1 Q. Now, the Body Cam itself is about 44 minutes. I don't 


2 think it's necessary to play the whole thing, but at this point 


3 in the Body Cam what are the documents that you're asking Mr. 


4 Seifullah for? 


5 


6 


A. 


Q. 


So registration and insurance on the vehicle. 


And did you, in fact, run the license plate and 


7 registration on the car? 


8 A. Yes. 


9 Q. And do you know who the car came back to, does it say on 


10 there? 


11 A. It was a Brandon Huertas. 


12 Q. Where was it registered, what state? 


13 A. Bridgeport, Connecticut. 


14 Q. And how about the defendant, we're looking at his ID, 


15 where did it say he was from? 


16 A. Bridgeport, Connecticut. 


17 Q. And did it, in fact, indicate that the person you're 


18 speaking with is Abdullah Seifullah? 


19 


20 


21 


22 


A. 


Q. 


Yes. 


Now, did you provide a copy of this Body Camera to Horry 


County Police Department at their request? 


A. Yes. 


23 Q. I'm going show you a couple still shots from this Body 


24 Camera. I'm going to approach you with what's been marked as 


25 State's 69, 70 and 71 for identification purposes. These are 
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1 still shots taken from the Body Camera we just watched. Would 


2 you take a second and see if you can identify them and see if 


3 they're fair and accurate? 


4 


5 


A. Yes, it's from a Body Cam. 


MR. MARTIN: Your Honor, at this time the State 


6 requests to move these three pictures into evidence and publish 


7 them to the jury. 


8 THE COURT: Any objection? 


9 


10 


MR. GARDNER: No, Your Honor, no objection. 


THE COURT: They're into evidence and you may publish 


11 them. 


12 (State's Exhibits Nos. 69, 70 & 71 were admitted into evidence) 


13 Q. And while we're getting this set up, I think I may have 


14 asked you this, but I just want to go back again. Where 


15 specifically did you respond for this traffic accident? 


16 A. This was 501 right at Carolina Forest Boulevard, 


17 Carolina Forest area, Horry County. 


18 Q. Thank you. This is the first image. Is this the 


19 defendant's vehicle -- well, not the defendant's vehicle. Is 


20 


21 


22 


23 


this the vehicle that you responded to for the collision? 


A. Yes. 


Q. 


A. 


The one that we asked about running the tags for? 


Yes. 


24 Q. And is this, in fact, the driver that you identified as 


25 Abdullah Seifullah? 
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1 


2 


3 


4 


5 


6 


7 


8 


9 


10 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


Yes. 


And again, is that Abdullah Seifullah? 


It is. 


195 


Q. What approximately was the date and time of this traffic 


collision, or the time that you responded? 


A. So I was notified at with 11:53 a.m. on 6-18 of '23. 


Q. Other than testifying here in court today, does this 


conclude your involvement in the case? 


A. This is it. 


MR. MARTIN: Your Honor, the State doesn't have 


11 anymore questions for Trooper Enzor at this point. 


12 


13 


14 


15 


16 


17 


18 


leave. 


THE COURT: Cross-examination? 


MR. GARDNER: Neither do I, Your Honor. Thank you. 


THE COURT: Okay. You may step down. You're free to 


THE WITNESS: Thank you, Your Honor. 


THE COURT: You may call your next witness. 


MS. WALLER: Your Honor, the State calls Detective 


19 Sean Wydra. 


20 THE COURT: Yes, sir, if you could please come 


21 forward. You can take a moment to set your things down, put 


22 your left hand on the Bible, raise your right as the Clerk 


23 administers the oath. 


24 DETECTIVE SEAN WYDRA WAS DULY SWORN AT THIS TIME AND 


25 TESTIFIED AS FOLLOWS: 
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1 THE COURT: Have a seat in the witness chair and pull 


2 up really close to that microphone, speak loudly, clearly and 


3 slowly in order that we can hear everything you have to say. 


4 Let's start with your full name, please, sir. 


5 


6 


7 


8 


9 


10 


11 


12 


13 


THE WITNESS: Yes, sir, Sean Wydra. 


DIRECT EXAMINATION 


BY MS. WALLER: 


Q. Detective Wydra, where do you work? 


A. The Horry County Police Department. 


Q. How long have you worked with Horry County Police 


Department? 


A. 


Q. 


About 13 years. 


What's your current job assignment at the Horry County 


14 Police Department? 


15 A. Currently, I am a cold case homicide detective in the 


16 Homicide Unit. 


17 


18 


19 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


How long have you been in that position? 


About since 2024. 


What are some of your duties and responsibilities as a 


20 cold case detective? 


21 A. Investigate cold case homicides, I also assist on active 


22 homicides and any other cases or crimes that they ask me to. 


23 We obtain search warrants, interview victims, witnesses, 


24 suspects, collect evidence, just depends on the case. 


25 Q. And you said you assist other detectives, is that a 
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1 common practice at the Horry County Police Department to 


2 assist? 


3 


4 


5 


6 


7 


8 


9 


10 


A. 


Q. 


Yes, ma'am. 


Let's direct your attention back to June 19, 2023. What 


was your job assignment on that date? 


A. At that point in time I was a homicide detective through 


the Horry County Police Homicide Unit, and my primary 


responsibilities then were investigating homicides, shootings, 


attempted murders, suicides, overdoses, armed robberies, 


kidnappings, and we had an on-call schedule where we would be 


11 on-call, and we would obtain search warrants, interview 


12 suspects, victims, collect evidence. 


13 


14 


15 


16 


17 


18 


19 


20 


21 


22 


Q. 


A. 


Sounds was like you did it all? 


Yes, ma'am. 


Q. Before you became a detective, did you spend some time 


as a road officer, patrol officer? 


A. Yes, ma'am. 


Q. And does everyone, pretty much, at the police 


department, do that first? 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


Yes, ma'am. 


What are some of those duties and responsibilities? 


Yes, ma'am. You know, as a road officer, you're 


23 patrolling neighborhoods, highways, answering calls for 


24 service, 911 calls, various calls, you know, trying to solve 


25 crimes, and again, interviewing witnesses, collecting evidence, 
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1 just in a little bit different capacity than a detective. 


2 Q. As a patrol officer are you often one of the first 


3 responders to crime scenes? 


4 


5 


A. 


Q. 


Yes, ma'am. 


Would it be one of your responsibilities as a crime 


6 scene -- as someone who responds to secure the scene? 


198 


7 A. Yes, ma'am. So primarily, in a case like a homicide, 


8 the first patrol officer is on scene and they're going to 


9 secure to the scene and make sure that it's remained secure for 


10 responding crime scene investigators and detectives. 


11 


12 


13 


14 


15 


16 


17 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


What is the purpose of that, is it safety or? 


Safety, and to collect evidence, preserve the scene. 


Sorry, I didn't mean to talk over you. 


That's okay. That's to preserve the scene. 


So it's both safety and to preserve the scene? 


Yes, ma'am. 


I'm going to direct your attention to June 19, 2023. 


18 Were you assigned to investigate the shooting death of David 


19 Roldan-Dimas? 


20 


21 


22 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


Yes, ma'am. 


How did you get that assignment? 


We have an on-call schedule, and I was the on-call 


23 detective at the time. 


24 Q. So when you say, on-call, do they call you out to the 


25 scene when a crime like this occurs? 
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2 


3 


4 


5 


6 
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A. Yes, ma' am. 


Q. Did you respond to the Planet Fitness parking lot the 


night of June 19th? 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


Yes, ma'am. 


What did you see when you arrived? 


The victim's vehicle was well, initially, patrol was 


7 scene and the scene was secured by patrol, and we had a number 


8 of officers on scene, and the victim's vehicle had been 


9 involved in a crash, and the victim was deceased on scene. 


10 Q. Before you got there when you got the call, did you have 


11 are any information about the nature of the call or what had 


12 happened? 


13 


14 


15 


16 


17 


18 


19 


20 


21 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


Just very basic information. 


What was that basic information? 


The victim was deceased on scene and his vehicle was 


crashed on scene where the incident was, very basic limited 


information. 


Q. When you got to the scene did you learn more about what 


had happened? 


A. Yes, ma'am. 


Q. Did other detectives or crime scene personnel respond to 


22 that scene with you? 


23 


24 


25 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


Yes, ma'am. 


Can you tell me, if you recall, who responded? 


Detective Scott Hayes, Detective Tresean McQueen, those 
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1 were, and a large number of patrol officers. 


Q. Okay. Those were kind of the main people that you 


remember assisting? 


Sergeant Hobgood, as well. 


200 


2 


3 


4 


5 


A. 


Q. Okay. What information did you learn when you arrived 


6 at the scene that directed your investigation? 


7 A. Essentially, it was learned through the investigation 


8 through interviewing witnesses and other avenues that the 


9 victim was inside of his vehicle and he was approached by a 


10 black male who was armed with a firearm and shot him. That 


11 black male fled the scene, along with to silver Dodge Charger. 


12 A silver Dodge Charger fled the scene at a high rate of speed. 


13 The black male appeared to be chasing after the charger, and we 


14 were able to get the tag on the Charger from a witness. 


15 Q. Okay. I'm going to approach and show you some exhibits. 


16 I'm going to show you 88, 89 and 90. Can you look at those 


17 pictures and tell me if that looks like to scene you responded 


18 to that night? 


19 


20 


A. 


Q. 


Yes, ma'am. 


Are these fair and accurate representations of what it 


21 actually looked like in real life? 


22 


23 


A. Yes, ma'am. 


MS. WALLER: Your Honor, at this time the State would 


24 like to introduce and move into evidence 88, 89 and 90 and 


25 publish to the jury. 
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MR. GARDNER: No objection, Your Honor. 1 


2 THE COURT: It's into evidence without objection. 


3 (State's Exhibits 88, 89 and 90 were admitted into evidence.) 


4 


5 


6 


7 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


Is this to scene you responded to that night? 


Yes, ma'am. 


What is this picture? 


Just the picture of the parking lot of Planet Fitness 


8 and the area where to crime occurred. 


9 


10 


11 


12 


13 


14 


Q. And you can see blue lights in the picture, is that the 


police presence there? 


A. Yes, ma'am. 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


What about this one, kind of same thing? 


Same thing. 


This one, you can see a police car, but what else do you 


15 see kind of in the center of the photo? 


16 A. The victim's vehicle. 


17 Q. And the victim's vehicle, is that that black car? 


18 A. Yes, ma'am, black Camara. 


19 Q. Was that vehicle running when you got there? 


20 A. I don't recall whether it was running or not. 


21 Q. Does it appear to be in the photograph here, can you 


22 tell? 


23 A. I could not tell if it was running or not. It was 


24 running when it ended up where it ended up. 


25 Q. Okay. It's not a big deal. I'm going to show you 
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1 what's been marked as State's Exhibit 94, and what is that? 


2 


3 


4 


5 


6 


7 


8 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


The victim's vehicle. 


Do you remember seeing that that night? 


Yes, ma'am. 


Q. Is that a fair and accurate representation of what it 


actually looked like? 


A. Yes, ma'am. 


MS. WALLER: Your Honor, the State would like to 


9 introduce 94 into evidence and publish to the jury. 


10 MR. GARDNER: No objection, Your Honor. 


11 


12 Q. 


THE COURT: It's into evidence. You may publish. 


So this is a close-up photo, is this the victim's car 


13 from that night? 


14 


15 


16 


17 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


Yes, ma'am. 


Do you know where the victim was? 


In the driver's seat. 


Do you know if he ended up anywhere outside of the car 


18 at any point? 


19 


20 


21 


22 


23 


A. At some point the medical staff that responded, EMS and 


police that responded would have tried to offer him assistance. 


Q. Did they lay him on the ground there near the car? 


A. 


Q. 


Yes, ma'am. 


You said that witnesses at the scene saw a black man 


24 shoot the victim in his car? 


25 A. He approached the victim with a firearm and they heard 
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5 


6 
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8 


9 


10 
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some gunshots. 


Q. Thank you. And where did the victim's car end up? 


A. It's in the photo that you saw, it was in the parking 


lot crashed. 


Q. And you said that witnesses saw the silver Dodge Charger 


speed away from the scene? 


A. That's correct. 


Q. Were you able to gather any information that allowed you 


to identify that car? 


A. Yes, ma'am, we had the license plate, we learned through 


11 the investigation. 


12 Q. And were you or someone on your behalf able to use that 


13 license plate number to determine who the owner of that car 


14 was? 


15 


16 


17 


18 


19 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


Yes, ma'am. 


And who was that? 


Dana Maldonado. 


Did you learn her address, Dana Maldonado? 


Yes, ma'am. It was 4906 Brightwater Court, and it was 


20 Unit 101. 


21 Q. I'm going to show you what's been marked as State's 


22 Exhibit. 


23 THE COURT: You may have to get down because I had a 


24 hard time holding here, is that okay if the witness gets down, 


25 Your Honor? 
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1 Q. Can you show me the Planet Fitness? You can show me 


2 Dana Maldonado's house. 


3 


4 


5 


6 


7 


8 


9 


10 


11 


12 


13 


14 


15 


16 


17 


18 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


(Indicating.) 


Thank you, 4906 Brightwater Court. 


That's correct. 


So about how far is that? 


A. Maybe a mile or two. 


Q. Okay. So you learned that. When you were at the 


primary crime scene, I'm gonna call it Planet Fitness area 


primary crime scene, did you collect any evidence while you 


were there? 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


At the scene itself? 


Yes. 


No, ma'am, our crime scene unit would be doing the 


evidence collection. 


Q. Is that standard practice at the police department? 


A. 


Q. 


Yes, ma'am. 


All right. So after you learned that the owner of the 


19 Dodge Charger resided at this address, did you or anyone at law 


20 enforcement respond to that address? 


21 


22 


23 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


Yes, ma'am. 


And what was discovered at that address? 


So our patrol officers initially responded to that 


24 address, and then we followed, as well, and made contact with 


25 the owners there at the residence. 
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2 


3 


4 


5 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 
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Did you talk to the owner of the residence personally? 


Yes, ma'am. 


You talked to Dana Maldonado? 


Dana Maldonado, uh-huh. 


Do you recall how many like, I know it's all in one 


6 night, so we're talking about at this point what -- about what 


7 time of night or in the early morning hours are we talking 


8 about? 


9 A. So the incident itself occurred just after 11:00 at 


10 night, so this would have probably been, and again, this is 


11 just an estimate, I would say maybe around 12:30 or so. 


12 Q. So this would be the early morning hours, technically of 


13 June 20 of 2019? 


14 


15 


A. 


Q. 


And that's just an estimate. 


That's fine. When you arrived at that scene did you see 


16 a car matching the description witnesses gave located at that 


17 scene? 


18 


19 


20 


21 


22 


23 


24 


25 


A. Yes, ma'am. The Dodge Charger matching the description 


of the vehicle that had fled the scene was backed into a 


parking spot in front of the apartment. 


Q. I'm going to show you what's been previously entered 


into evidence as State's Exhibit Number 46 and 47. Do you see 


the car in question in this photo? 


A. 


Q. 


Yes, ma'am. 


And that apartment, that building behind it, is that the 
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1 apartment complex you responded to? 


2 


3 


4 


5 


6 


7 


8 


9 


10 


11 


12 


A. 


Q. 


That's correct. 


Do you know which apartment was Dana's? 


A. The one on the left, the bottom. 


Q. The bottom left. Okay. Go to the next one, please. 


This is 47. And what is this picture? 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


That's the rear of the Dodge Charger. 


Can you see the license plate number in the picture? 


Yes, ma'am. 


What is that license plate number? 


It's 9765LE, and it's a South Carolina tag. 


And did you or someone in the law enforcement verify, is 


13 that the license plate number that you were given by the 


14 witness Caio Lima --


15 


16 


17 


18 


19 


20 


21 


22 


23 


24 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


Yes. 


-- who we heard from? 


Yes. 


So once you interviewed, you said, Dana, that night, 


even though it all occurred June 20th, did you speak to her 


more than one time? 


A. So at the residence itself, I spoke to her initially, 


and then went back and spoke to her again outside of her 


residence a second time the same evening. 


Q. Why did you speak to her one time and then talk to her 


25 again? 
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14 
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A. Just sometimes either we learned other information 


regarding the investigation, or we'd have follow-up questions 


that we need to ask somebody. 


Q. Were you able to determine who had been driving Dana's 


car at the time of the shooting in Carolina Forest? 


A. Brandon Huertas. 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


And were you to identify who was with Brandon Huertas? 


Abdullah Seifullah. 


Did Dana explain to you who they were -­


Yes, ma'am, she did. 


-- and why they were here? 


Yes. 


Did you know they were from out of town? 


Yes. 


As you were talking to Dana that night, did she show you 


16 some text messages on her phone with the defendant? 


17 


18 


A. 


Q. 


Yes. 


And did she show you any with Brandon Huertas? 


19 A. The messages she showed me that night were with, it was 


20 Abdullah and -- Abdullah and Brandon, I believe it was both of 


21 them. 


22 


23 


24 


25 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


Okay. And did you seize her phone at that time? 


Yes, we took the phone. 


Did she voluntarily give you the phone? 


Yes. 
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1 Q. Whenever you take a piece of evidence into your custody, 


2 is it common practice to memorialize that in what's called an 


3 evidence form or a chain of custody form? 


4 A. Yes, ma'am. 


5 Q. Did you do that for that --


6 A. Yes. 


7 Q. I'm going to show you what's been marked as Exhibit No. 


8 24. Is this a copy of that chain of custody form that we 


9 


10 


11 


discussed? 


A. Yes, ma'am. 


Q. And does that form, what does it show? What's the 


12 purpose of it? 


13 A. It's an evidence record. Basically this keeps track of 


14 when we collect a piece of evidence and what happens to that 


15 piece of evidence after that. 


16 


17 


18 


Q. 


A. 


And is that kept in the ordinary course of business? 


Yes, ma'am. 


MS. WALLER: Your Honor, the State seeks to introduce 


19 Exhibit 24 into evidence. 


20 


21 


22 


23 Q. 


MR. GARDNER: No objection, Your Honor. 


THE COURT: It's into evidence. 


(State's Exhibit No. 24 was admitted into evidence) 


Do you recall whether or not you asked Dana Maldonado 


24 for Abdullah Seifullah's phone number that night? 


25 A. We did. 
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Q. And do you know what that phone number is? 


A. Not off the top of my head, but if you'd give me a 


second to refer to my notes. 


Q. Yes. If you'd like to refresh your recollection, refer 


to your notes and then put them aside when you answer the 


question, please. 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


The phone number for Abdullah Seifullah is 203-919-6372. 


Did you also get Brandon Huertas' phone number? 


Yes, ma'am. 


What was that? 


475-236-1480. 


12 Q. Why was it important to you to get those phone numbers 


13 that night? 


14 A. Typically in an investigation we're going to want to get 


15 cell phone records for either suspects or witnesses or 


16 victim's, depends on the circumstances of the case. 


17 Q. And when you say, cell phone records, you don't have to 


18 go into great detail, but just a brief overview of what you 


19 mean by cell phone records? 


20 A. Yes, ma'am. We would have call detail records, who 


21 you're calling, what time you're calling, the date you're 


22 calling, numbers associated with the number you're calling, 


23 also the cell phone tower that your phone is using, the sector 


24 of that cell phone tower, and would also provide us an azimuth, 


25 give general location of where the cell phone is when the usage 
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2 


3 


4 


5 


6 


7 


8 


9 


10 


11 


of the phone is occurring. 


Q. So do you get those records from phone company 


providers, like, Verizon 


Yes, ma'am. 


-- or AT&T? 


Yes, ma'am, that's correct. 
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A. 


Q. 


A. 


Q. Do those often aid police in investigations in a crime 


such as this? 


A. Yes, ma'am. 


Q. 


A. 


And how do they do that? 


We will know who the person is communicating with, you 


12 know, how long they're communicating with that person for, the 


13 phone number of that person, and also, again, the general 


14 location of the cell phone while it's being used. 


15 


16 


Q. Okay. 


responded to. 


So let's get back to the apartment that you 


Did law enforcement obtain a search warrant to 


17 search that apartment? 


18 


19 


20 


21 


22 


23 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


Yes, ma'am. 


Did you actually perform the search? 


Crime scene performs the search. 


Crime scene? 


Uh-huh. 


What kind of items were you looking for in that 


24 apartment? 


25 A. Firearms, identification, items such as that, any 
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1 evidence from the crime that occurred, basically. 


2 Q. And you said crime scene investigators are the ones who 


3 actually perform the search, why is that? 


4 A. They are tasked with documenting the search, collecting 


5 evidence, make sure the evidence is preserved correctly, things 


6 like that. 


7 Q. Do you know what items were found in that apartment that 


8 were relevant to this investigation? 


9 


10 


11 


12 


13 


14 


15 


16 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


The firearm that was used to kill the victim. 


Anything else that you recall from the top of your head? 


Identification for the defendant, his Social Security 


Card, along with some of his financial cards, and other items. 


Q. Were those items collected? 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


They were. 


And who collected those? 


Crime scene. 


17 Q. What about the silver Dodge Charger, what happened to it 


18 that night? 


19 


20 


21 


22 


23 


24 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


We seized it, and again, it was searched. 


Did you perform that search? 


No, ma' am. 


Who did that? 


Crime scene. 


Do you have any information, or did you learn through 


25 the course of your investigation any information as to why 
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1 Brandon Huertas and Abdullah Seifullah borrowed Dana 


2 Maldonado's car that night? 


3 


4 


5 


6 


7 


8 


9 


10 


A. So their vehicle, as Trooper Enzo testified to, their 


vehicle was damaged in a wreck, so they needed a car. 


Q. Did Dana Maldonado -- did those messages you reviewed 


the night that you responded the scene indicate she had been 


trying to help the defendant get a plane ticket back to 


Connecticut? 


A. 


Q. 


That's correct. 


I'm going to show you what's been marked as State's 


11 Exhibit 4. Do you mind coming down again? 


12 


13 


A. 


Q. 


No, ma'am. 


Let's see. So do you know approximately where this 


14 accident occurred? 


15 A. You have Carolina Forest Boulevard is here (indicating,) 


16 and then 501 is here (indicating,) so it would be in this area 


17 here. 


18 


19 


20 


21 


Q. And I believe, and you can correct me if I'm wrong, I 


believe you can see the Carolina Forest sign that's right here 


that people see, that green sign? 


A. Yes, ma'am. 


22 Q. In the picture that we saw, we can pull that up for you 


23 too. Okay. And tell me where that is in location -- in 


24 


25 


reference to Planet Fitness and Dana Maldonado's house? 


A. Planet Fitness is here (indicating.) 
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2 


3 


4 


5 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


Okay. 


And Dana Maldonado's house is here (indicating.) 


Okay. So that's pretty close? 


Yes, ma'am. 


213 


And then you interviewed Dana at the scene that night. 


6 Did you later conduct an interview with her at the M.L. Brown 


7 Building? 


8 


9 


A. 


Q. 


Yes. 


During the course of that interview room -- during the 


10 course of that interview was she more forthcoming about what 


11 had happened than she had been on the scene? 


12 


13 


A. 


Q. 


Yes. 


And during the course of that interview did you ask her 


14 to give you what's commonly known as DNA standard? 


15 


16 


17 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


Yes. 


Can you tell the jury what that is? 


Yes. A DNA standard is used to compare against evidence 


18 in regards to the investigation. Essentially what we do is we 


19 take what almost looked like a large Q-Tip, a swab, and we swab 


20 the inside of somebody's cheek, and it's a sterile swab, it's 


21 placed into a sterile package, and it's sealed up and it's 


22 submitted to evidence, and eventually it goes to the State Law 


23 Enforcement Division for DNA analysis. 


24 Q. Did you actually collect, did you actually swab Dana's 


25 cheek and package it up and send it to SLED for analysis? 
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1 A. I'm not the one that sends it out to SLED, that's done 


2 through evidence but we would --


3 


4 


5 


6 


7 


8 


9 


10 


11 


12 


13 


Q. 


A. 


Did you take a swab and package it? 


Yes. 


Q. I'm going to show you what's been marked as State's 


Exhibit 5 and 25. 


MS. WALLER: May I approach, Your Honor? 


THE COURT: Yes. 


Q. So whenever you collect evidence, we've already talked 


about this, but you fill out one of these chain of custody 


forms; is that correct? 


A. 


Q. 


That's correct. 


Did you do that for these DNA swabs, we also call them 


14 buccal swabs? 


15 


16 


A. 


Q. 


Yes, ma'am. 


Okay. And is that a copy of the chain of custody form 


17 for these buccal swabs? 


18 


19 


A. 


Q. 


Yes, ma'am. 


I'm going to show you number five. Can you look at that 


20 and tell me if those are the swabs you collected from Dana that 


21 day? 


22 A. They're sealed up in this evidence container, they're in 


23 this envelope, but it is labeled two oral swabs from Dana 


24 Maldonado. 


25 Q. And whenever you get evidence back from SLED, do they 
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1 often come in this type of packaging? 


2 


3 


4 


5 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


Yes. 


It's got your number on there? 


Yes, ma'am. 


MS. WALLER: Your Honor, the State would like to 


6 introduce Exhibits 25 and 5 into evidence. 


MR. GARDNER: No objection, Your Honor. 


THE COURT: They're into evidence. 
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7 


8 


9 


10 Q. 


(State's Exhibits Nos. 5 & 25 were admitted into evidence) 


Okay, let's talk about what we learned. After 


11 investigating the primary scene at Carolina Forest and then the 


12 secondary scene at Brightwater Court, were you able to identify 


13 a suspect in the shooting? 


14 


15 


16 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


Yes, ma'am. 


And who did you identify as a suspect? 


Abdullah Seifullah. 


17 Q. You said earlier that you obtained cell phone records, 


18 or that can obtain cell phone records. Did you actually obtain 


19 cell phone records in this case? 


20 A. Cell phone records were obtained in this case, yes, 


21 ma'am. 


22 Q. Okay, or law enforcement obtained them. I'm going to 


23 show you what was previously entered into evidence as State's 


24 Exhibit 74 and 75. So 74, they're on flash drives, but -- I'm 


25 sorry, 73 and 74. I'm going to show you these flash drives, 73 
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1 is for T-Mobile. 


2 


3 


A. 


Q. 


Yes, ma'am. 


Did you actually receive cell phone records from 


4 T-Mobile? 


5 


6 


7 


8 


9 


10 


11 


12 


13 


A. 


Q. 


Yes, ma'am, we did. 


Do you recall whose cell phone records came from 


T-Mobile? 


A. I believe it was Abdullah's. 


Q. 


A. 


You can check to make sure you're correct. 


Let me just double check. Yes, ma'am, that's correct. 


Q. What specific time period were you looking for for those 


records? 


A. The time period that was requested in the search 


14 warrant, again, I'll have to refer to my notes for that. The 


15 


16 


17 


18 


19 


20 


21 


22 


search warrant was, the dates were February 1, 2023 to June 20, 


2023. 


Q. And did T-Mobile provide those records for Abdullah 


Seifullah's phone? 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


Yes, ma'am. 


Does that include the date of the murder? 


Yes, ma'am. 


Did you also ask a provider for Brandon Huertas' phone 


23 records? 


24 


25 


A. 


Q. 


Yes, ma'am. 


Was it the same time range? 
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1 


2 


3 


4 


5 


6 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


Yes, ma'am. 


What provider was that? 


Verizon. 


Did Verizon provide those? 


Yes, ma'am. 
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Were those records located on those flash drives I just 


7 showed you? 


8 


9 


10 


11 


12 


13 


14 


A. Yes, ma'am. 


Q. Did the location that you provided from the cell phone 


companies provide you any information relevant to your 


investigation? 


A. Yes, ma' am. 


Q. 


A. 


What did you learn? 


I learned that Mr. Seifullah's cell phone was in the 


15 general area of the crime scene around the time that the crime 


16 occurred. 


17 Q. And did you provide those records to anyone in your 


18 department for further analysis? 


19 


20 


21 


22 


23 


24 


25 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


Yes, ma'am. 


And what department did you provide those to? 


We have a unit that does electronic evidence, and it was 


to analyst Karl Kangas, and he's one of our analysts at the 


police department. 


Q. So he's a digital forensic analyst at the police 


department? 
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1 


2 


3 


4 


5 


6 


7 


8 


9 


10 


11 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


A. 
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That's correct, we have a technology unit. 


At some point did you go back out to Planet Fitness? 


Yes, ma'am. 


Why did you do that? 


To collect video footage from Planet Fitness and check 


their system to see if we had information from when -- to see 


if Seifullah had checked in. 


Q. Okay. And were you able to actually gather some 


information? 


A. 


Q. 


Yes, ma'am. 


I'm going to show you what's been previously marked as 


12 35, 85, 84, 91 and 92. So let's start 35. 


13 MS. WALLER: If you could put 35 up? 


14 Q. Is this a still from the information you obtained that 


15 day? 


16 


17 


18 


19 


20 


A. Yes, ma'am. 


Q. And you watched the video that you saw earlier, was that 


the video you take? 


A. 


Q. 


That's correct. 


And I believe, you could see your face, was that your 


21 Body Camera? 


22 


23 


24 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


That's correct. 


Okay. And then, let's see, 85. 


Yes, ma'am, that's a still, or a picture of Mr. 


25 Seifullah's check-in picture at Planet Fitness. 
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1 


2 


Q. 


A. 
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Okay. And let's go 84. 


And that is a picture of the log-in, the log-in's from 


3 that date, and you can see Mr. Seifullah toward the middle. 


4 Q. Okay. And then 92 and 91? 


5 


6 


A. 


Q. 


Those are pictures from the video of Abdullah Seifullah. 


And go back to, let's go back to 35. What's the date 


7 and time on that? 


8 


9 


A. 


Q. 


June 18, 2023, and it's 11:28. 


So you were actually there viewing that footage at 


10 Planet Fitness. Were you able to determine if the date and 


11 time were correct? 


12 


13 


14 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


They were correct. 


How would you determine that? 


Generally how we do that is we just compare the current 


15 time on the counter system to our cell phone. You know, you 


16 


17 


18 


19 


20 


21 


22 


23 


24 


25 


put the time on the counter system up next to your cell phone 


and you make sure that the date and time is correct. 


Q. So this date is time is correct. What was relevant to 


you about June 18, 2023? 


A. It was the day before the incident, obviously, and also, 


information that we obtained through the investigation was that 


he had been at Planet Fitness the day before, and this was to 


confirm that information. 


Q. And this Planet Fitness is the same Planet Fitness where 


David Roldan-Dimas was murdered? 
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1 


2 


3 


4 


5 


6 


7 


8 


A. That's correct. 


Q. And do you recognize the person in the photographs? 


A. In this picture, yeah, it is Abdullah Seifullah. 
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Q. Okay. You testified earlier that when a crime like this 


occurs, you said that even as a cold case detective do you 


still assist in active homicides? 


A. 


Q. 


Yes, ma'am. 


And do other detectives assist you when you have an 


9 active homicide? 


10 


11 


A. 


Q. 


Yes, ma'am. 


Do you guys run down a whole bunch of leads when you're 


12 investigating a case? 


13 


14 


A. 


Q. 


Yes, ma'am. 


And do all of those leads, are they always -- do they 


15 also yield evidence relevant to the investigation? 


16 


17 


18 


19 


20 


A. Not always. 


Q. Not always. In fact, do you often do a lot of work that 


isn't relevant; is that correct? 


A. 


Q. 


Yes, ma'am, we do. 


In this case did you perform a firearms trace on the gun 


21 recovered from, you or somebody in your department, on the gun 


22 recovered from the scene? 


23 


24 


25 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


Yes, we did. 


And can you where tell me who the gun was registered to? 


Yes, ma'am, let me just refer to my records, please. 
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2 


3 


4 


5 


6 
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Q. Yes. 


A. The purchaser of the firearm, and this was back in 


June -- on June 24th of 2016 was a Craig George Lady (ph) out 


of Bristol, Connecticut, and the weapon was purchased in 


Plainville, Connecticut at Jim's Collectibles & Firearms. 


Q. Did your investigation reveal whether or not that 


7 individual had any involvement in this crime? 


8 A. No involvement, ma'am. Mr. Lady is listed as a white 


9 male born in 1963. He would have been approximately 


10 60-years-old at the time, and again, he was listed as a white 


11 male. The description of our shooter was black male who 


12 appeared to be able to run very fast and be athletic 


13 


14 


Q. 


A. 


Okay. 


-- he was athletic, and that would not really fit the 


15 description of a 60-year-old white man. 


16 Q. We'll watch that together in a second and let you 


17 narrate, but before we get to that, let's talk about Brandon 


18 Huertas. Have you ever seen or met Brandon Huertas? 


19 


20 


21 


22 


23 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


I have. 


What does he look like? 


He's a Hispanic male. 


If I show you a picture will you recognize him? 


Yes, ma'am. 


24 Q. I'm going to show you what's been previously marked and 


25 admitted as State's 95. Can we have 95, please? Is that 
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1 Brandon Huertas? 


That is correct, that is Brandon Huertas. 2 


3 


A. 


Q. Does he look like someone who could be mistaken for a 


4 black man? 


5 


6 


7 


8 


9 


10 


11 


12 


A. 


Q. 


No, ma'am. 


You said you met him and seen him in person. What is 


his physical condition like? 


A. Mr. Huertas, throughout the investigation we discovered 


that Mr. Huertas has a cane to assist him in getting around, 


and also sometimes has a walker, as well. 


Q. 


A. 


And have you ever seen him in a wheelchair? 


He was either in a walker or a wheelchair at one of our 


13 hearings. 


14 Q. But he does not appear to be someone who can run fast 


15 after a car; is that correct? 


16 


17 


A. 


Q. 


No, ma'am. 


During the course of your investigation, we talked about 


18 the standard you obtained from Dana. Did you also obtain a 


19 suspect standard, or DNA standard, from Brandon Huertas? 


20 A. Yes, ma'am. 


21 Q. What is the purpose of that? 


22 A. Again, to compare two items that we recovered at the 


23 scene. 


24 Q. You did it the same way with the Q-Tip in the mouth? 


25 A. That's correct. 
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5 


6 


7 


8 


9 


10 


11 


12 
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Q. Okay. And when you did that did you fill out another 


one of these chain of custody forms that we talked about? 


A. 


Q. 


Yes, ma'am. 


Let's start with Brandon Huertas. I'm going to approach 


and show you what's been marked as State's Exhibit 33 and 23 


number 33, is this a copy of the chain of custody form for 


Brandon Huertas' DNA standard or buccal swab? 


A. Yes. 


Q. I'm going to show you what's been marked as Exhibit 


Number 23. Is that the packaging that contains Brandon 


Huertas' buccal swabs? 


A. Yes, ma'am, it's labeled: Two oral swabs, Brandon 


13 Huertas. 


14 Q. Okay. And is that the packaging that stuff comes back 


15 in from the State Law Enforcement Division? 


16 


17 


18 


19 


20 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


Yes, ma'am. 


And who does the testing on these items? 


The State Law Enforcement Division. 


Okay. 


MS. WALLER: Your Honor, at this point the State 


21 would like to introduce 23 and 33 into evidence. 


22 


23 


24 


25 


MR. GARDNER: No objection, Your Honor. 


THE COURT: They're into evidence. 


(State's Exhibit Nos. 23 & 33 were admitted into evidence.) 


Q. Did you also obtain a DNA from the defendant, Abdullah 
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1 Seifullah? 


2 


3 


4 


5 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


Yes, ma'am. 


And did you obtain it the same way? 


Yes, ma'am. 


Buccal, a Q-Tip in the mouth, you just swish it around 


6 your mouth? 


7 


8 


A. 


Q. 


That's correct. 


I'm going to show you what's been marked as State's 


9 Exhibit 32 and 22, and this is another one of those chain of 


10 custody forms. Is this a form that you filled out showing that 


11 you took custody of those buccal swabs? 


12 


13 


A. 


Q. 


Yes, ma'am. 


And after you take to swab, just kind of tell me what 


14 you do to secure it so that you know it's not tampered with in 


15 any way. 


16 A. Sure. After we take the swab, it's brought to our 


17 evidence department and it's placed into evidence and we seal 


18 the evidence with evidence tape and the swabs are put into a 


19 box, a sterile box. 


20 Q. And do you put those into a certain area at the police 


21 department? 


22 A. They go into our evidence, which is secure of our 


23 that only our evidence personnel would have access to. 


24 Q. And if anybody else do take possession of these or take 


25 them anywhere, do they have to sign them out on that chain of 
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1 custody form? 


2 


3 


4 


5 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


Yes, ma'am. 


That's what that is, essentially? 


That's correct. 


MS. WALLER: So Your Honor, we'd like to move to 22 


6 and 32 into evidence at this time. 


7 


8 


9 


10 


11 


12 


13 


14 


15 


16 


17 


MR. GARDNER: No objection, Your Honor. 


THE COURT: They are into evidence. 


(State's Exhibits 22 & 32 were admitted into evidence) 


Q. Detective Wydra, during the course of your 


investigation, were you or someone at the police department 


able to obtain surveillance footage showing the shooting from a 


distance? 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


That's correct. 


Have you reviewed that footage? 


Yes, ma'am. 


MS. WALLER: Court's indulgence. May we move the TV 


18 up again, Your Honor? 


19 


20 


THE COURT: Yes. 


MR. GARDNER: Judge, if they are going to play that 


21 same video, I think they've already played it twice. I would 


22 just say it's being redundant. 


23 THE COURT: Might counsel approach the bench? 


24 (Off the record discussion was held at the bench by 


25 Court and counsel) 
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Q. Detective Wydra, what I want you to do, because the 


video can be difficult, can you just tell the jury what you're 


3 looking at and what you see in the video when we play it? If 


4 you need to get up and point, you can do that. Do you have a 


5 pointer? 


6 


7 


8 


9 


10 


11 


12 


13 


14 


15 


16 


17 


18 


19 


20 


MS. WALLER: Okay. Let's try to move it up. 


(Video playing) 


Q. So while she's got it here, do you see, let's look -­


can you brake lights over there? 


A. 


Q. 


Yeah, brake lights (indicating.) I can't reach up there. 


So is that the area we need to direct our attention to? 


A. Yes, ma'am. 


Q. So when we play it, let's watch. Okay, those brake 


lights right there? 


A. Yes, ma'am. 


MS. WALLER: Can you play it while I point? Okay. 


So just play it. 


Q. When you see a person, okay --


MS. WALLER: Can you pause it? 


Q. It's very difficult to see, but the jury can watch this 


21 in their jury room. 


22 


23 A. 


MS. WALLER: Go ahead and play. 


You can see somebody that looks like they got out of 


24 that car, the one with the brake lights on it. 


25 MS. WALLER: Pause it for a second. 
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1 


2 


3 


4 


5 


6 


7 


8 


9 


10 


11 


12 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


Can you see this other car here? 


Yes, ma'am, you see the brake lights. 


You see brake lights on that car. Okay. 


MS. WALLER: Okay, you can play. Pause it. 


You see the second car? 


The second car 


Right there. 


moved, yes. 


It moved and stopped. 


That's correct. 


Okay. 
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And you see somebody look like they are attempting to 


13 get back in the other car that is parked, and that car pulls 


14 away very quickly. 


15 Q. Very quickly, and there, we see the one that had the 


16 bright lights. 


17 


18 


19 


20 


21 


22 


23 


A. 


after 


Q. 


A. 


A. 


You see the car coming around and the person chasing 


the car. 


MS. WALLER: Okay. Can you pause it one second? 


Okay. So the person, right there? 


That's correct. 


MS. WALLER: Play it, please. 


There's the silver Charger overtaking the vehicles in 


24 front of them and the person returning across the field chasing 


25 after it. 
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1 


2 Q. 
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MS. WALLER: All right. You can stop. 


Okay. So it seems that you learned pretty quickly 


3 during the course of this investigation, what happened to David 


4 Roldan-Dimas? 


5 


6 


7 


8 


9 


10 


11 


12 


13 


14 


A. 


Q. 


He was shot and killed. 


And through the course of your investigation, you said 


you identified this defendant as -- what part did you identify 


him as having a part to this? 


A. As the person who shot Mr. Dimas. 


Q. Did you ultimately arrest Abdullah Seifullah for the 


murder of David Roldan-Dimas? 


A. Yes. 


MS. WALLER: No further questions at this time. 


THE COURT: Mr. Foreman and ladies and gentlemen of 


15 the jury, we're going to recess until about 1:30. Do not do 


16 any independent investigation, no social media, do no discuss 


17 this case amongst yourselves or with anyone else. Everyone 


18 remain seated as the jury exits the courtroom, 1:30, 1:30 


19 


20 


sharp. 


(Jury exited the courtroom at this time) 


21 THE COURT: Detective, under these circumstances, you 


22 can't discuss the case with either lawyer and I ask that you 


23 come back at 1:30, and we will resume with the 


24 cross-examination. 


25 THE WITNESS: Yes, Your Honor. 
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1 


2 


3 


4 


5 


6 sharp. 


THE 


MS. 


THE 


MR. 


THE 


COURT: 


WALLER: 


COURT: 


GARDNER: 


COURT: 


Very good. Anything from the State? 


No, sir, Your Honor. 


Anything from the defense? 


No, Your Honor. 


We'll stand at ease until 1: 30, 1:30 


7 (Recess taken) 


8 


9 proceed? 


10 


11 


12 


13 


14 


15 


THE COURT: Anything from the State before we 


MS. WALLER: No, Your Honor. 


THE COURT: Anything from defense? 


MR. GARDNER: No, Your Honor. 


THE COURT: Our witness can retake the stand. 


THE WITNESS: Thank you, Your Honor. 


THE COURT: Rather than re-swear you in, I will 


16 acknowledge that when the jury comes out. 


THE WITNESS: Yes, sir. 


(Jury entered the courtroom at this time) 
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17 


18 


19 THE COURT: Ladies and gentlemen of the jury, thank 


20 you for being here and being here on time. We're going to 


21 resume with cross-examination. He is still under oath. 


22 Yes, sir, Mr. Gardner? 


23 


24 


25 


MR. GARDNER: Thank you, Your Honor. 


241







1 


2 
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230 


CROSS-EXAMINATION 


BY MR. GARDNER: 


Q. Good afternoon, Detective. I'll be brief, I just have a 


4 couple things I want to clear up. You covered so much this 


5 morning, I tried to keep up with you. I think you started out 


6 with, you went to Dana Maldonado's house? Did I say that 


7 right, Maldonado? 


8 


9 


10 


11 


12 


13 


14 


A. 


Q. 


Dana Maldonado. 


Yeah. You went to her house, and would it be fair to 


say she wasn't very cooperative or at least very honest at the 


beginning? 


A. Initially when I interviewed her, she did lie about some 


things, that's correct. 


Q. Okay. Let's see. And you did a chain of custody for 


15 the phone numbers, and you got those from Dana, also; is that 


16 right, for both Brandon and --


17 


18 


19 


20 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


For both cell phone number? 


Yeah. 


Which specifically? 


Well, if I understood the testimony, you got the cell 


21 phone numbers from Brandon and Abdullah --


22 


23 


24 


25 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


That's correct. 


-- and you got those from Dana? 


That's correct. 


Okay. And there was some testimony and video and 
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1 pictures and another video and pictures of Abdullah inside the 


2 gymnasium, and that was a couple days, or at least one day 


3 prior to the incident; is that right? 


4 


5 


A. 


Q. 


Yes, sir, one day before. 


And he was a member, and he was actually taking a shower 


6 there, did you know that? 


7 


8 


A. 


Q. 


So I know he went in the locker room. 


Well, you interviewed Dana, and I think Dana had 


9 testified, or at least given a statement, that these guys had 


10 stayed in her house, but they went, or at least Dullah went and 


11 took a shower, because I guess, I don't know why, but they 


12 didn't have showers there, or something, but no doubt they were 


13 staying with her, right? Abdullah and Brandon stayed with 


14 Dana? 


15 A. I believe, one night they spent in the parking, and the 


16 following day -- the night -- from her testimony, it was that 


17 they stayed in the Planet Fitness parking lot at one point, I 


18 believe, and then another night stayed at her house. 


19 Q. I'm not trying to trick you or anything, I'm just trying 


20 to get a handle on it because 


21 A. Yeah, I just wanted to make sure I give you the correct 


22 information. 


23 Q. I'm sorry, I didn't mean to talk over you. Keep going 


24 if you got more. 


25 A. I just wanted to make sure I give you the correct 
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1 


2 


information. 


Q. And that's fine. 


232 


I think the vibe of the thing is that 


3 these two fellows were at her house and stayed in the spare 


4 room, and I don't know if they stayed all night, slept in the 


5 parking lot, whatever it was, but they were there because they 


6 came to -- at least Brandon came to see her? 


7 


8 


9 


10 


11 


A. Yes, that's correct. 


Q. All right. And you talked about taking swabs from both 


of the gentlemen, Brandon and Abdullah? 


A. 


Q. 


Yes, sir. 


And buccal swabs, the DNA. Now, I don't know if this is 


12 beyond your scope, but there was no -- did you all see DNA from 


13 the scenes, like, in the car, or anywhere like that? 


14 A. As far as the swabs go from the crime scene, that would 


15 be the crime scene investigator that would need to --


16 Q. All right. So we'll take that up with them. All right. 


17 And you testified something about that Dana was trying get 


18 plane tickets. I don't know where that came from, but to your 


19 knowledge, she didn't order any plane tickets, right? 


20 A. I don't have any knowledge that she actually ordered any 


21 plane tickets. 


22 Q. I didn't think so. And in the Charger, do we have any 


23 evidence that you're aware of that puts Abdullah in that 


24 Charger? I know there's been a lot of talk about the Charger 


25 was gone, and at one time Dana had told you that she didn't 
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1 know anything about the car leaving, that the keys were in the 


2 purse, and I think she said the purse was on the counter, do 


3 you remember that when you first started talking to her? 


4 A. So during my initial interview with Ms. Maldonado, she 


5 stated that she had left her purse on the counter in the 


6 apartment and went into her bedroom and left the keys to the 


7 Charger in the purse, so she was unsure exactly what happened 


8 to the car and the keys. 


9 Q. Got it. Okay. 


10 


11 


12 


13 


14 


15 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


She was not -­


Yeah, and she --


that was the initial interview. 


Go ahead, I keep --


I said that was the initial interview. 


Okay. All right. And at that time she didn't see 


16 either one of them drive the car or in the car? 


17 A. I believe she testified to the fact that Mr. Abdullah 


18 was in her car when they went to the vape store. 


19 Q. Yeah, we heard the testimony. I apologize if I didn't 


20 make it clear, I was talking to you about when you first 


21 interviewed her at her house. 


22 


23 


A. 


Q. 


Uh-huh. 


You were talking to her about the keys and the purse on 


24 the counter, and she did not tell you that she saw either one 


25 of these guys in that car at that time? 
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2 


3 


4 


5 


6 


234 


A. Her testimony at that point in time, or excuse me, her 


statement at that point in time is that she left the keys in 


the purse on the counter in her apartment and went into her 


bedroom, so she could not say what happened to who took the 


keys or how the car went. 


Q. That's a fancy way of saying that she did not see either 


7 one of these guys in the car? 


8 


9 


A. 


Q. 


At that point in time that's what she said. 


And it's a better way of saying she didn't see Abdullah 


10 in the car. The only time that we know of any time, and you 


11 correct me if I'm wrong, but the only information that we have 


12 about Abdullah being in that Challenger was the testimony that 


13 we heard today from Dana? 


14 A. Dana testified to that, and on top of that, we have the 


15 video from the scene of the subject getting out of the back of 


16 what appears to be the Charger from the scene. 


17 


18 


19 


20 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


You're talking about at the crime scene? 


Yes, sir. 


Okay. We don't know who that is. 


I know who that is from my investigation, but I can't 


21 I.D. the person from the video, do you understand what I'm 


22 trying say? 


23 Q. You're saying that you saw on a video somebody get out 


24 of a car. 


25 A. I'm saying that the person gets out of the car and 
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1 approaches the victim's car. 


2 


3 


Q. 


A. 


Okay. 


And that's what I'm saying. I'm saying through my 


4 investigation the person who did that was identified as Mr. 


5 Seifullah. 


6 Q. Well, that's a giant leap, and since you brought it up, 


7 I mean, you're testifying almost to the jury's decision, so 


8 let's figure out how you got there. 


9 


10 


11 


12 


13 


14 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


I'm not saying I can identify the person. 


Okay, I didn't think so. 


Yeah, that's not what I'm saying, sir. 


All right. 


I don't want you to misunderstand what I'm saying. 


No, and I don't either, and I definitely -- if I 


15 misunderstand it, we'll get it straight --


16 


17 


18 


19 


20 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


21 video. 


Yeah. 


-- but I want to make sure --


No, that's not what I'm are saying 


Okay good. 


-- I'm not saying I could identify the person from this 


22 Q. So let me say, we'll clear it up right now. Okay. The 


23 only evidence we have of Abdullah being in that Challenger was 


24 the testimony that Dana gave today? 


25 A. Being able to identify him in the car, correct. 
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1 Q. Okay, and that's it. There's no DNA, there's no witness 


2 statements, there's no evidence of any type that puts him in 


3 that car? 


4 A. As far as being able to identify him as being in the 


5 car, that is correct. There is other evidence, like I said, as 


6 far as the case goes. 


7 


8 


Q. Yeah, we can point to a little man running down the 


street, but we don't know who the little man running down the 


9 street is. We're trying to figure out if we can -- what we're 


10 doing today. All right? Do we have anything else to add to 


11 that? 


12 


13 


A. No, sir. 


MR. GARDNER: Judge, may I have a moment to confer 


14 with my client? 


15 


16 


17 


18 


19 


20 


21 


22 


23 


24 


25 


THE COURT: Yes, sir. 


MR. GARDNER: That's it, Your Honor. Thank you. 


THE COURT: Redirect? 


MS. WALLER: Very briefly, Your Honor. 


REDIRECT EXAMINATION 


BY MS. WALLER: 


Q. Detective Wydra, Mr. Gardner asked you about your first 


interview with Dana on the scene the night of, the early 


morning hours of June 20th, and I believe you just testified 


that had she told you at that time she didn't know what 


happened to the car; is that correct? 
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2 


A. 


Q. 
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That is correct. 


Did you perform or conduct a follow-up interview with 


3 her where she did tell you what she had done with the car? 


4 


5 


6 


7 


8 


9 


10 


11 


12 


13 


14 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


That is correct. 


And what did she tell you happened to the car? 


She told that Brandon -- she gave her car keys to 


Brandon, and her and Abdullah had the car. 


Q. And did she also -- did you also learn that Brandon 


Huertas and Abdullah Seifullah returned to Dana's apartment 


that night with the car? 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


That is correct. 


And when you arrived at the scene was the car there? 


It was. 


We talked a little bit about this video, which 


15 admittedly, is difficult to see. Does the video that we've all 


16 watched and that you reviewed corroborate what witnesses saw at 


17 Planet Fitness that night? 


18 


19 


A. 


Q. 


Yes. 


And can you tell me how witnesses at Planet Fitness that 


20 night described the person they saw shoot David Roldan-Dimas? 


21 A. Yes. So they described the subject as a black male, he 


22 had a mask over part of his face, and they described him as 


23 being athletic and very fast as he fled the scene. 


24 


25 


Q. 


A. 


And do any of those attributes describe Brandon Huertas? 


No, it does not. 
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2 


3 


4 
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Q. You testified, and I believe we talked about the gun 


that was recovered at Dana's house that night? 


A. Yes, ma'am. 


Q. As the lead investigator did you request that that gun 


5 be tested further? 


6 


7 


8 


9 


10 


11 


12 


A. Yes, ma'am. 


Q. And that DNA standard that you got from Abdullah 


Seifullah, was that tested against DNA found on the gun? 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


Yes, it was. 


And what were the results of that? 


Abdullah Seifullah's DNA was on the gun. 


And I believe you testified that you went to the crime 


13 scene at Planet Fitness that night? 


14 


15 


A. 


Q. 


Yes, ma'am. 


Were cartridge cases and projectiles located at the 


16 scene of the shooting? 


17 MR. GARDNER: Your Honor, I apologize, but I think 


18 we're running afield of the redirect, and I think that this 


19 will be brought up with the next witness if we need to. 


20 THE COURT: I understand she's directly addressing 


21 what you brought out on cross, and she's allowed to do that. 


22 


23 Q. 


MR. GARDNER: Okay. 


So did you recover cartridge cases and projectiles from 


24 the scene of the Planet Fitness shooting? 


25 A. So our crime scene unit did recover shell casings, a 
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1 shell casing from the scene and also a shell casing which was 


2 still in the weapon when the weapon recovered and failed to 


3 eject from the weapon. The weapon malfunctioned and did not 


4 eject that last casing. 


5 Q. Okay. So you're saying that that third -- well, the 


6 other casing was actually in the gun when it was found at the 


7 apartment? 


8 


9 


10 


11 


12 


13 


A. That's the way that I understand it, yes, ma'am, but I 


am not the one who recovered it, but that's my understanding 


from the officers who did. 


Q. And as the lead detective, you would know that? 


A. 


Q. 


That's correct. 


As the lead investigator, did you request that that 


14 cartridge case and the projectile and the gun all be tested 


15 against one another? 


16 


17 


18 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


I did. 


And do you know what the results of those tests were? 


The results were the weapon that we recovered was the 


19 weapon that killed the victim, and that is the same weapon that 


20 had the defendant's DNA on it, as well. 


21 


22 


23 


Q. 


Q. 


I'm going to show you one picture. 


MS. WALLER: Court's indulgence, one moment. 


I'm going to show you what's previously been marked and 


24 introduced as State's Exhibit 49. I'll just hold it up, you 


25 might remember this photo. You said you responded to this --
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2 


3 


4 


5 
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this is Dana's apartment, you responded? 


A. Yes, ma'am, I recognize the photo. 


Q. So what do you see here in the photo, right here? Do 


you see that? 


A. That's a wallet. 


Q. A wallet. Okay. Did you further examine that wallet, 


7 have you seen it? 


8 


9 


A. 


Q. 


I have. 


Okay. I'm showing you what's been marked as State's 


10 Exhibit 55. Have you seen this wallet? 


11 


12 


13 


14 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


15 this? 


Yes, ma'am. 


Is that what it actually looks like? 


Yes, ma'am. 


And then this is another just view of it. Have you seen 


16 A. Yes, ma'am, I have. 


17 


18 


Q. Okay. 


MS. WALLER: Hold on one second. You can pull that 


19 one up, the number 49. Your Honor, at this point the State 


20 would like to introduce Exhibits 55 and 56 into evidence. 


21 


22 


THE COURT: Any objection? 


MR. GARDNER: I'm going to object on the same grounds 


23 that I've said earlier. I'm not arguing with your ruling, but 


24 I think this is beyond the scope of redirect. 


25 THE COURT: Very good. I'll allow them to ask it, 
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1 the pictures are into evidence. 


2 MS. WALLER: Thank you. 


3 (State's Exhibits Nos. 55 & 56 were admitted into evidence.) 


4 Q. Is the wallet? Is this the same wallet you can see 


5 laying on the bed? 


A. Yes, ma'am. 


MS. WALLER: Okay. Go to the next one, 56. 


You see something above it, what is that? 


6 


7 


8 


9 


Q. 


A. That's Abdullah Seifullah's Social Security Card. 


10 


11 


Q. And now let's go back to, I believe it's 29. 


see that laying on the bed? 


12 A. Yes, ma'am. 


Can you 


13 Q. And can we see what's previously been entered as State's 


14 50? Is that a close-up view of that bag that's on the bed? 


15 A. It is. 


16 Q. Is that the gun you recovered, or that someone -- that 


17 crime scene recovered? 


18 


19 


A. 


Q. 


That is the gun that crime scene recovered. 


Is that the same gun that matches the cartridge case and 


20 the projectile at the scene? 


21 


22 


23 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


That's correct, that is. 


And is that the gun that had the defendant's DNA on it? 


That is correct. That's the gun that had the 


24 defendant's DNA on it and the gun that was used to kill the 


25 victim. 
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2 
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5 


6 


7 


8 


9 


Q. 


A. 


A. 


And how close to the wallet was that? 


That's right next to it. 


MS. WALLER: No further questions. 


You can see the gun right there on the bed. 


MS. WALLER: I think that's it, Your Honor. 


THE COURT: Very good. You may step down. 


THE WITNESS: Thank you, Your Honor. 


THE COURT: You may call your next witness. 


MR. MARTIN: Your Honor, the State calls Dr. 


10 Phillips. 
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Angelina 


11 THE COURT: Yes, ma'am, if you could please come 


12 forward, I'm going to ask, if you could, take a moment put your 


13 paperwork down and place your left hand on the Bible and raise 


14 your right, as the Clerk administers the oath. 


15 ANGELINA PHILLIPS WAS DULY SWORN AT THIS TIME AND 


16 TESTIFIED AS FOLLOWS: 


17 THE WITNESS: Angelina Phillips, A-n-g-e-1-i-n-a, 


18 P-h-i-1-1-i-p-s. 


19 


20 


MR. MARTIN: May it please the Court, Judge? 


THE COURT: Yes. 


21 VOIR DIRE EXAMINATION 


22 BY MR. MARTIN: 


23 Q. Dr. Phillips, can you tell the jury what it is that you 


24 do for a living? 


25 A. I am a forensic pathologist. 
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3 


4 


5 


6 


7 


8 


9 


10 


11 


12 


13 


14 


15 


16 


17 


18 


19 


20 


21 


Q. 


A. 


How long have you been doing that? 


Ten years. 
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Q. And kind of help us understand, what does a forensic 


pathologist do? 


A. A forensic pathologist is a doctor who is trained in the 


field of pathology, specifically the part of pathology that 


deals with performing autopsies for the purposes of determining 


the cause and manner of death. 


Q. 


A. 


What is your educational background? 


I have an undergraduate degree in anthropology from New 


York University, a graduate degree, a Master's in human 


nutrition from Columbia University in New York, I completed 


four years of Medical School at SUNY, that's State University 


of New York in Upstate New York, and then four years of 


training in pathology, general pathology, in Massachusetts 


before coming down to South Carolina at the Medical University 


of South Carolina for one more year of training, specifically 


in forensic pathology. 


Q. And now that we've talked about education, moving along 


to your professional background, where all have you worked? 


MR. GARDNER: Your Honor, excuse me. We would 


22 stipulate that she's an expert in forensic pathology. 


23 THE COURT: All right. Mr. Foreman and ladies and 


24 gentlemen of the jury, normally a person can't give opinion 


25 testimony. An ordinary witness can only testify as to what 
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1 they heard, saw, sensed by smell, things of that nature, 


2 however, there's an exception when someone's qualified by 


3 education or experience. They are permitted to give their 


4 opinions in certain areas if the Court qualifies them that way. 


5 This witness will be qualified in the area of forensic 


6 pathology, and she is allowed to give her opinions in that 


7 area. Just because a person is an expert does not mean that 


8 you have to accept their opinion, you evaluate it like you 


9 would any other evidence, and I'll charge you further with 


10 regard to how to evaluate expert witnesses at the conclusion of 


11 the case. Yes, sir? 


12 MR. MARTIN: Thank you, Your Honor. 


13 DIRECT EXAMINATION 


14 BY MR. MARTIN: 


15 Q. Dr. Phillips, I believe you previously testified to 


16 performing autopsies. Approximately how many autopsies have 


17 you performed? 


18 


19 


20 


21 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


At least a thousand. 


And of those, approximately, you said a thousand? 


Uh-huh. 


A thousand autopsies, do you have a number as to how 


22 many would have involved gunshot wounds? 


23 A. About 15 percent of my cases are homicides, and a large 


24 number of those are related to gunshots. 


25 Q. And in the case that brings you to court here today, 
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1 were you asked to perform an autopsy on the victim, David 


2 Roldan-Dimas? 


3 A. Yes. 


4 Q. So when performing an autopsy on the victim in this 


5 case, what was the first thing you did? 


6 A. The autopsy usually begins with the body being placed on 


7 the table and photographed as it is before any person touches 


8 it or removes anything from the body. 


9 


10 


11 


12 


13 


14 


15 


16 


17 


18 


19 


Q. What happens next? 


A. After photography is taken, I usually perform a general 


examination of the outside of the body looking to see anything 


that might being of evidentiary value on the clothing, if I 


receive that, then I will collect fingernail clippings and pull 


scalp hair, and any other debris that's on the body that I feel 


is necessary to be collected at that point. After that process 


is done the clothing is removed, if there is any clothing, and 


then the body is cleaned of any dirt, debris that's on it so 


that I can see full surface of the body without anything 


obscuring the findings. Before I get into the full 


20 examination, x-rays are performed. Should I keep going? 


Q. That's fine, we can get back to that. 


mentioned external examination. 


Yes. 


You're good. You 21 


22 


23 


24 


A. 


Q. Did you note any injuries to the victim while performing 


25 the external examination? 
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8 


9 


10 


11 


A. 


Q. 


A. 
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Yes, I did. 


What were those? 


He had a gunshot wound and some other small injuries on 


the body. 


Q. And what kind of wound -- how would you describe the 


wound that was caused from the, you said, a gunshot wound? 


A. Yes. So the gunshot wound entered the body on the left 


arm and then traveled through the body hitting a number of 


major organs before exiting in the right axillary region, which 


is the right armpit region. 


Q. By looking at the wound could you determine the range 


12 that may have been used between the firearm and the wound 


13 itself? 


14 A. In this case there was soot deposited, which is black 


15 material that comes out the end of the gun, along with the 


16 bullet. Soot was deposited around the entrance gunshot wound 


17 on the left arm, and that tells me that is a close-range 


18 gunshot wound. 


19 


20 


21 


22 


23 


Q. Did you note any other type of wounds on the victim's 


body in this case? 


A. In this case the other injury that I have noted is an 


abrasion on the forehead. 


Q. Let's talk a little bit about the exit wound. What do 


24 you recall from that? 


25 A. The exit wound was located in the right armpit region. 
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1 I can go into the specifics of it from the report if that's 


2 needed. 


3 


4 


5 


6 


7 


8 


9 


Q. Please do, please do, and take your time if you need to 


look at it. 


A. So the report is generated after the autopsy, and it's 


basically a complete description of the external and internal 


examination of the body, and it will have a description of the 


injuries and any additional findings that I have. For this 


injury, the gunshot wound to the left arm, it exits, like I 


10 said, in the right armpit region. That wound has the features 


11 of an exit wound being slit-like, a tear in the skin where it 


12 splits open as the bullet exits, and it is located 


13 approximately one-and-a-half inches posterior to the 


14 midaxillary line. The midaxillary line is an imaginary line 


15 that's created down the middle side of the torso, in the middle 


16 of the armpit, and posterior means back, so it's one-and-a-half 


17 inches, about a little over the tip of my finger, first 


18 knuckle, towards the back behind that midline, and five inches 


19 below the top of the shoulder. That's with the body straight 


20 up, top of the shoulder, five inches down. The additional 


21 findings on that included a faint surrounding contusion. A 


22 contusion is bruising, and that is blood that is now seeping 


23 into the surrounding tissue underneath the skin from the injury 


24 of the gunshot. The gunshot wound that's exited, tearing the 


25 skin now creating bleeding around it. The other injury that I 
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1 have documented related to the exit wound is a small 


2 one-quarter inch superficial laceration that is on the skin 


3 above the wound. 


4 Q. We talked some now, or you had talked some now about an 


5 entry and exit wound. Did you find any projectiles in the 


6 victim's body? 


7 


8 


9 


10 


11 


12 


A. 


Q. 


I did not. 


Is there any other conclusions that you made about the 


shot that occurred on the victim? 


A. Other than the entrance and exit wound, I also give the 


trajectory of the gunshot wound as it travels through the body. 


It does not take into consideration any motion or movement or 


13 position of the body. Imagine the body standing upright, arms 


14 straight down to the side, from the entrance to the exit wound, 


15 it is traveling from left to right, slightly down and slightly 


16 towards the back. 


17 Q. And I believe your report mentions the term perforating. 


18 What does that mean? 


19 A. When I describe a perforating gunshot wound, that means 


20 the projectile enters the body, perforates through, and exits 


21 the body. If there was a retained projectile, that would be 


22 termed a penetrating gunshot wound, in that it penetrates into 


23 the body, but does not exit. 


24 Q. Would an injury like this that occurred to David, would 


25 that injury have been immediately failed? 
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1 A. The injuries that he sustained involved the heart, 


2 aortic arch, and the right lung. The aortic arch is your large 


3 


4 


5 


6 


7 


8 


9 


10 


blood vessel coming off of the heart taking blood to the rest 


of the body. It has a high bit of pressure in it, and that 


blood will pump out, but it does not pump out immediately, so 


with these injuries there can be at least seconds to minutes 


before the person would die. 


Q. Looking at your report, was a toxicology report done as 


a part of the autopsy? 


A. Yes. All of the cases that we perform will get 


11 toxicology, unless there is some reason that we cannot get 


12 samples for that. 


13 Q. So is that fairly standard? 


14 A. Yes. 


15 Q. And what, if anything, did the toxicology report show in 


16 this case? 


17 A. I have documented that the toxicology revealed, 


18 caffeine, which was a presumptive positive, and that was all 


19 that they identified. 


20 Q. So I believe covering all of this, in your expert 


21 opinion, what is the cause and manner of death to David 


22 Roldan-Dimas? 


23 A. The cause of death would be the gunshot wound to the 


24 arm, and the manner of death is homicide. 


25 MR. MARTIN: Court's indulgence. Your Honor, I don't 
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1 have anymore questions for this witness at this time. 


2 


3 


THE COURT: Cross-examination? 


MR. GARDNER: No, Your Honor, no questions. 


4 THE COURT: You may step down and you're free to 


5 leave. Thank you, ma'am. 


THE WITNESS: Thank you. 


MR. MARTIN: Thank you. 


THE COURT: You may call your next witness. 
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6 


7 


8 


9 MR. MARTIN: Your Honor, the State calls Detective 


10 Tresean McQueen. 


11 THE COURT: Mr. McQueen, you can lay your paperwork 


12 down there, place your left hand on the Bible, raise your 


13 right, as the Clerk administers the oath. 


14 


15 


16 DETECTIVE TRESEAN MCQUEEN WAS DULY SWORN AT THIS TIME 


17 AND TESTIFIED AS FOLLOWS: 


18 THE COURT: Come around, please, sir, have a seat in 


19 the witness chair, pull up real close to the microphone and 


20 speak loudly, clearly and slowly in order for me to hear 


21 everything that you have to say. Let's start with your full 


22 name. 


23 


24 


25 


THE WITNESS: Tresean McQueen. 


THE COURT: Very good. 


262







1 DIRECT EXAMINATION 


2 BY MR. MARTIN: 


3 


4 


Q. 


A. 


Is it Detective? 


Detective. 
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5 Q. Detective McQueen, let's go through your background a 


6 little bit. Where do you currently work? 


7 


8 


A. 


Q. 


Horry County Police Department. 


How long have you been with Horry County Police 


9 Department? 


10 


11 


12 


13 


14 


15 


16 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


A little over six years. 


What is your current assignment with the department? 


Horry County Narcotics. 


And how long have you been with narcotics? 


Since November of 2024. 


What other positions have you held with the county? 


I was a PFC, which is a Patrolman First Class, as a road 


17 officer. I did that for about three years. I was a background 


18 investigator as a PFC. There I would investigate people who 


19 was trying to get into the police department for hire. I was 


20 in crime scene shortly after that for a very where short stent 


21 for a couple of months, and that was to process crime scenes 


22 that we would go to, whether it was homicide or burglaries, or 


23 anything like that. I was a Special Victims Unit detective, 


24 and also a homicide detective for a little while. 


25 Q. So you've done a lot. Let's back up. You mentioned 
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1 patrol officer. What were some of your duties as a patrol 


2 officer? 


3 


4 


5 


6 


7 


8 


9 


10 


A. As a patrol officer we will respond to 911 calls for 


service, whether it was emergency the 911, or non-emergency 


calls, we would patrol areas, conduct traffic stops, secure 


crimes when necessary if there was a scene that needed to be 


secured. 


Q. And with patrol would you sometimes assist in processing 


crime scenes, as well? 


A. You wouldn't necessarily assist in processing them, but 


11 you would put up crime scene tape which is to make sure that 


12 there's no evidence coming in or evidence leaving. 


13 Q. And you mentioned you were actually in crime scene. 


14 Were you in crime scene with Horry County Police Department 


15 back in June of 2023? 


16 


17 


18 


19 


A. Yes, sir. 


Q. And then what are some of the duties and 


responsibilities of a crime scene investigator? 


A. We would respond to crime scenes, we would then take 


20 photos of the crime scene, overall photos of the crime scene. 


21 We would make sure we collected any evidence and collected it 


22 and make sure it was collected the proper way, and then we 


23 would process the evidence once that time came, whether it be 


24 fingerprints and swabbing for DNA, and we will send things off 


25 that needed to be sent off to SLED or off to any other area 
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1 from there. 


2 Q. Do you have any special training in order to perform 


3 crime scene duties? 


4 A. I did take a basic crime scene detective class which is 


5 showing you how to photograph, what you're looking for once you 


6 get on the scene, what other -- look at the outlooks of 


7 different perspectives of what's going on at that scene. 


8 


9 


10 


11 


Q. Is there more than one crime scene investigator in the 


department? 


A. Yes. 


Q. So how is it determined which crime scene investigator 


12 responds to which call? 


13 A. We were on call for a week at a time, so you would be on 


14 call from Monday through Monday morning. 


15 Q. And were you on call in the case involving a homicide of 


16 David Roldan-Dimas? 


17 


18 


A. 


Q. 


Yes. 


And sort of explain to us how you first got involved in 


19 that with particular case. 


20 A. One of my supervisors gave us a phone call stating that 


21 there was a potential homicide that just with occurred and that 


22 we needed to respond to the Planet Fitness in the Carolina 


23 Forest area to process that scene. 


24 Q. And I know you mentioned that you were only a crime 


25 scene investigator for a brief period of time. Was this your 
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1 first time taking the lead on a crime scene case? 


2 


3 


A. 


Q. 


Yes. 


But you had been involved in other crime scene 


4 investigations? 


That's correct. 
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5 


6 


7 


8 


9 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


Was your supervisor at the time present at the scene? 


Yes, she was. 


10 


And did she assist? 


She did. 


So you mentioned Carolina Forest Planet Fitness. When 


11 was your first task when you arrived? 


12 A. When I first arrived I pulled up and made sure that to 


13 scene was still secure. I then took I spoke with the lead 


14 detectives and other patrol officers, was the first thing I 


15 did, and from there I took photographs of the crime scene 


16 itself. 


17 Q. And in addition to the sergeant that you mentioned, was 


18 there anybody else from crime scene present while you were 


19 doing these things? 


20 A. There was. We have a crime scene tech. She was our 


21 note taker, so she would notate what was located, where it was 


22 located, who processed it and picked it up. 


23 Q. So let's back up a little bit. Help us paint the 


24 picture. What did you see first when you arrived? 


25 A. When I arrived on the scene you can see the Planet 
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1 Fitness parking lot in that area, and from there you could see 


2 a bunch of cop cars, blue lights and crime scene tape as you --


3 as I originally pulled into the scene. 


4 


5 


6 


7 


8 


9 


10 


11 


12 


Q. And when get there did you speak to anybody? 


A. I did. I spoke with some of the patrol officers and 


some of the detectives that were on scene just to kind of get a 


lay out of what was going on on the scene there. 


Q. Did you learn any information that helped assist you 


with your investigation? 


A. Yes. 


Q. 


A. 


What was that? 


The victim had been shot and his car had collided with 


13 another car in a different area of the parking lot. 


14 Q. And you mentioned seeing crime scene tape. Was the 


15 scene itself secured prior to your arrival? 


16 


17 


A. 


Q. 


Yes. 


And you kind of talked about this when you were on 


18 patrol, but how did the patrol officers secure that crime scene 


19 prior to your arrival? 


20 A. With the crime scene tape, they would put crime scene 


21 tape up wider than the actual area itself just to make sure 


22 that nobody is allowed in or out, and if you were allowed in or 


23 out, you had to sign off on the crime scene log. 


24 Q. And why do you all do that? 


25 A. Just to preserve the evidence that's on the scene to 
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1 make sure that there's no evidence -- no extra evidence being 


2 brought in, or any evidence being taken out. 


3 


4 


5 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


And is that standard procedure? 


Yes, sir. 


You mentioned photographs. What was the first thing you 


6 did to process the scene? 


7 


8 


A. 


Q. 


I took photos, took overall photos. 


Okay. If I showed you some photographs, could you 


9 identify them? 


10 


11 


12 


13 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


Yes, sir. 


Did you take these photographs? 


Yes, sir. 


MR. MARTIN: May I approach the witness, Judge? 


14 Q. I'm going to approach you with what's been marked as 


15 State's 37, 38 & 39. Did you take these photographs? 


16 


17 


18 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


Yes, sir. 


And what are they photographs of? 


Thirty-seven is a photograph of the Planet Fitness 


19 parking lot of the building Planet Fitness from a different 


20 from and angle, 38 is a photograph of the vehicles, the 


21 victim's vehicle that collided with another vehicle, and 39 is 


22 also just another, it's just another angle of that vehicle 


23 which collided. 


24 


25 


Q. 


A. 


And are these fair and accurate representations? 


Yes, sir. 
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1 MR. MARTIN: Your Honor, at this time the State moves 


2 to admit 37, 38 and 39 into evidence and publish. 


3 (State's Exhibit Nos. 37, 38 & 39 were admitted) 


4 


5 


6 Q. 


MR. GARDNER: No objection, Your Honor. 


THE COURT: Into evidence, and you may publish. 


I'm going to hand you a clicker, that way we don't have 


7 to get you coming off the stand. So let's first look at 37. 


8 Point out what's pretty obvious, just point out where Planet 


9 Fitness is at. 


10 


11 


A. 


Q. 


This area here (indicating.) 


Okay. And is that the entrance, sort of one of 


12 entrances to the parking lot? 


13 


14 


15 


16 


17 


18 


19 


20 


21 


A. 


Q. 


Q. 


here? 


Yes, sir. 


Okay. 


MR. MARTIN: Let's go to the next one. 


So you mentioned a black Camaro. What are we looking at 


A. So this is the victim's vehicle here. That's the 


victim's vehicle, and you can tell that it collided with this 


vehicle here. 


Q. Okay. And when you first responded, where was the 


22 victim's body in relation to this photograph? 


23 A. The victim was lying in this area here with his head up 


24 this way and his feet down there. 


25 Q. Okay. What is that on the curb there next to the car, 
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1 can you tell? 


2 


3 


4 


5 


6 


7 


8 


9 


10 


11 


12 


13 


14 


15 


16 


17 


18 


19 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


That here? 


Yeah, that red stuff. 


That is a red stain that is consistent with blood. 


Okay. All right, now, you said something about a 


different angle, what are we looking at here? 


A. This is the opposite side of it looking -- that way -­


the victim on that side of the vehicle on the ground there. 


This is just another angle. 


Q. And I think I asked you this, but what type of car was 


the victim's vehicle? 


A. 


Q. 


A Chevy Camaro. 


Now, were you able to tell at all sort of which 


direction that Camara came from? 


A. Yes, sir. 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


Where would that have been? 


This isn't really a good picture. 


That's fine. I'll grab it real quick. 


MR. MARTIN: Court's indulgence. We'll come back to 


20 that while we're looking for this picture. 


21 Q. I'm going to approach you with what's been marked as 


22 State's 36. What is this? 


23 


24 


25 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


This is a sketch of the crime scene. 


And are those pretty standard? 


Yes, sir. 
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2 


Q. 


A. 


And that's fair and accurate? 


Yes, sir. 
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3 MR. MARTIN: We'd ask that that be submitted into 


4 evidence, Your Honor, and publish to the jury. 


5 THE COURT: Any objection? 


6 MR. GARDNER: No, Your Honor. 


7 THE COURT: It's into evidence and you may publish 


8 it. 


9 (State's Exhibit No. 36 was admitted into evidence) 


10 Q. Again, I got a little ahead of myself. Now that we're 


11 looking at this sketch, can you point out sort of what 


12 direction you thought -- well, first of all, where is the 


13 victim's vehicle on the sketch? 


14 


15 


16 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


The victim's vehicle is right here (indicating.) 


And what is that next to that vehicle? 


That is where the victim was lying, and then that is the 


17 vehicle that the victim's vehicle collided with. 


18 Q. And with your pointer, can you sort of point out the 


19 path that the vehicle took? 


20 A. It appears that the car came from an ankle this way 


21 (indicating.) That's not really great there, but 


22 Q. Okay. Go ahead. Keep going, I didn't mean to cut you 


23 off. 


24 A. No, you're fine. It's not really working all that 


25 great, but that angle of, like this here. 
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1 Q. Okay. Now, after taking photographs, is it common 


2 practice to try to locate items of evidence at the crime scene 


3 itself? 


4 


5 


6 


7 


8 


9 


10 


11 


12 


13 


A. 


Q. 


Yes, sir. 


And what kind of items of evidence in this particular 


case are you looking for? 


A. Shell casings, projectiles, victims, any kind of 


anything, DNA as far as fingerprints, it can -- it ranges. 


Q. Okay. And let's assume for a second that you were to 


find a piece of evidence. Do you mark it somehow? 


A. Yes. 


Q. 


A. 


And what do you mark it with usually? 


We normally mark it with yellow placard numbers, one 


14 through whichever number, whatever, part of it, number of 


15 evidence we're on at that time. 


16 


17 


18 


19 


20 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


And would you photograph that? 


Yes. 


MR. MARTIN: May I approach, Judge? 


THE COURT: Yes. 


Forty, 41 and 42, just like before, did you take these 


21 photographs, and do you recognize them? 


22 


23 


24 


25 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


Yes. 


And are they fair and accurate? 


Yes, sir. 


MR. MARTIN: Your Honor, the State moves to admit 
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1 these items of evidence into evidence and publish to the jury. 


2 THE COURT: Any objection? 


3 


4 


5 


6 


7 


8 


MR. GARDNER: No objection, Your Honor. 


THE COURT: They're into evidence. 


(State's Exhibits Nos. 40, 41 & 42 were admitted into evidence) 


Q. We're going to start with them one by one. So what are 


we looking at here? 


A. This is where we found one of the shell casings. It is 


9 in this area here, right there right next to the glove, that 


10 patrol marked off with a sterile glove. 


11 Q. And the jeep we're looking at in the photograph, that 


12 was there prior the crime scene being secured? 


13 


14 


15 


16 


17 


18 


Yes. A. 


Q. Okay. Let's go to the next one. What are we looking at 


here? 


A. This is just another angle of where the projectile 


the shell casing was located near 


jeep with the glove. 


that was marked near that 


19 Q. And what side of the white line is that case on --


20 casing? 


21 A. From the angle of the picture it's the right side --


22 Q. Okay. 


23 A. -- of the white line. 


24 


25 


Q. We're going to go back to 36, what's already been put 


into evidence, the crime scene sketch. And just one thing, 
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point out on that diagram where that casing was located. 


A. It's shown there, which is on the inside of where that 


jeep was, but in actuality, this isn't drawn to scale, so it 


could have it should be on the opposite side of it. 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


But never the less, it was located next to that jeep? 


Correct. 


Okay. What about this photograph? 


That is just a photo of the shell casing that is marked 


9 with the number one. 


10 


11 


12 


Q. And you mentioned using these markers, tell us again why 


are you use those markers? 


A. That shows what our number of evidence is. So this 


13 would be first article of evidence that was collected from the 


14 scene. 


15 


16 


17 


18 


19 


20 


21 


22 


Q. And when you find an item of evidence such as this, what 


do you do with it? 


A. For the shell casings we would use gloves, we would pick 


it up, photograph it -- we'll photograph it, pick it up, place 


in the envelope and hold onto it until we're done with 


processing this crime scene, and from there it would be sent 


off to get tested. 


Q. Now, you mentioned sent off to get tested, when items 


23 such as this are tested, does your department do that, or is it 


24 SLED? 


25 A. SLED tests DNA projectiles, anything with firearms they 
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1 will test. 


2 


3 


4 


5 


6 


7 


8 


9 


10 


11 


12 


13 


14 


15 


Q. So would your department take these items in a secure 


vehicle up to SLED and drop them off? 


A. Yes. 


Q. Now, I think you were in here for Detective Wydra's 


testimony, are you familiar with what's called a chain of 


custody form? 


A. I am. 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


And is that standard practice -­


Yes. 


-- kept in the ordinary course of business? 


Yes, sir. 


Would you have completed that for this item of evidence? 


Yes, sir. 


And I'm sorry we're having to go through these pieces of 


16 evidence piece by piece, but 


17 


18 Q. 


MR. MARTIN: May I approach, Judge? 


State's 26 and 6. Look at 26 and then look at 6. Is 


19 that, in fact, the chain of custody form that you filled out? 


20 


21 


22 


23 


24 


A. It is. 


Q. And then look at the item six. 


casing that you found? 


A. Yes. 


Is that, in fact, the 


MR. MARTIN: Your Honor, at this time the State moves 


25 to admit these items of evidence into evidence. 
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5 


6 
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8 


9 


10 


Q. 


Q. 
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MR. GARDNER: No objection, Your Honor. 


THE COURT: They're into evidence without objection. 


(State's Exhibit Nos. 6 & 26 were admitted) 


I'm going to show you what' been marked as 43 and 44. 


MR. MARTIN: May I approach? 


THE COURT: Yes. 


Again, same set of questions, did you take those 


photographs, and are they fair and accurate? 


A. Yes. 


Q. Your Honor, at this time the State would ask that those 


11 photographs be admitted into evidence. 


12 


13 


14 


MR. GARDNER: We have no objection, Your Honor. 


THE COURT: They're into evidence. 


MR. MARTIN: And publish to the jury. 


15 (State's Exhibits 43 & 44 were admitted into evidence) 


16 Q. So moving right along with the crime scene, did you in 


17 


18 


19 


20 


21 


fact locate other items of evidence from the parking lot? 


A. Yes. 


Q. 


A. 


What are we looking at here? 


Here is a --


MR. MARTIN: I think you have to point it towards the 


22 computer. 


23 A. There is a projectile of the bullet head from -- that 


24 was lying underneath the victim. 


25 Q. Go to the next one. 
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1 A. That is a more up close photo of the projectile with 


2 placard number. 


3 Q. And the same set of questions, what did you do with 


4 these items? Did you collect them? 


5 A. Yes. They were collected, placed in the evidence bags 


6 and sent off to SLED to be tested. 


7 Q. And when you collect them, do you drop them into 


8 evidence? 


9 


10 


11 


12 


13 


14 


15 


16 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


Yes, we do. 


Is that evidence locker secure? 


Absolutely. 


Notated by a chain of custody form? 


Yes, sir. 


MR. MARTIN: May I approach the witness? 


THE COURT: Yes. 


MR. MARTIN: I'm showing you State's 27 chain of 


17 custody, State's 7, projectile. Take a second and look at 


18 these, same set of questions, are those in fact the items that 


19 you located and dropped into evidence? 


20 


21 


A. 


Q. 


Yes. 


Okay. Now, when you collect these items, you've 


22 recently mentioned something about firearm examination, DNA, 


23 did you collect DNA standards for the victim, David 


24 Roldan-Dimas? 


25 A. I did. 
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8 


9 


10 


11 


Q. 


A. 
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How did you collect them? 


I did two sets of buccal swabs from the victim which are 


the swabs for DNA from the inside of his mouth, the cheek, put 


them in a box, a sterile box, and sealed the box before being 


sent off for processing. 


Q. So the chain of custody for that is already in evidence, 


but I'm going to show you State's 8 and see if you can identify 


this as the actual buccal swabs that you collected. 


A. All right. Yes, they are. 


Q. Thank you. 


MR. MARTIN: Your Honor, at this time, I believe I 


12 failed to put 7 and 27 into evidence. I'd ask that those be 


13 admitted, as well as this item of evidence, which is State's 8. 


14 


15 


THE COURT: Any objection? 


MR. GARDNER: No, Your Honor. We don't object to any 


16 of these items. 


17 


18 


19 


20 


21 


22 


23 


THE COURT: They are into evidence. 


(State's Exhibits Nos. 7, 8 & 27 were admitted) 


Q. Why would you will collect DNA standards from the 


victim, David Roldan-Dimas? 


A. It's a standard practice just to make sure that we can 


compare the DNA to anything that's located, whether it's the 


items in the vehicle, outside the vehicle, whether it's 


24 clothing, or anything like that. We do that just for 


25 elimination, as well, just like we would for a suspect, we do 
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it just to compare the DNA to make sure that it's that person. 


Q. Now, Detective Wydra testified to a secondary scene, 


3 Dana Maldonado's house. Were you required to go there and 


4 complete the crime search of that house, as well? 


5 


6 


7 


8 


9 


10 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


Yes. 


And do you recall where that house was located? 


Can I look at my notes just to get the exact address? 


Please do, yes. 


It was 4906 Brightwater Court, Unit 101. 


Thank you. And then when you got to that residence, did 


11 you see anything in the parking lot, a vehicle? 


12 


13 


A. 


Q. 


Yes. 


I'm going to show you what's already into evidence as 


14 with 46 and 47. Did you take that photograph? 


15 


16 


17 


18 


19 


20 


21 


22 


23 


24 


25 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


I did. 


You took that photograph? 


Yes, sir. 


And what was the significance of that vehicle? 


A. We were told that that vehicle, that silver Dodge was 


seen fleeing the scene at a high rate of speed, at a high rate 


of speed after -- shortly after the incident occurred. 


Q. After photographing the outside, photographing the 


Charger, you did finally move inside of the residence? 


A. 


Q. 


Yes, sir, after a search warrant was obtained. 


What information did you have prior to conducting the 
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1 search? Like, what are you looking for? 


2 A. Looking for anything that could be associated with a 


3 shooting call, so guns, ammo, anything that could be in 


4 


5 


6 


7 


8 


9 


10 


11 


relation to a shooting. 


Q. Once going inside the house, did you search the bedroom 


belonging to the Defendant, Abdullah Seifullah? 


A. We did. 


Q. And just like the previous crime scene, did you first 


take photographs? 


A. Yes, sir. 


Q. I'm going to show what's already in evidence as State's 


12 48 and State's 49. Is this the bedroom that you searched? Did 


13 you take this photograph? 


14 A. I did take this photograph. 


15 Q. And you took the photograph of these items that are on 


16 the bed? 


17 


18 


A. 


Q. 


That's correct. 


Can you sort of point out to the jury what we're looking 


19 at on the bed in this picture? 


20 A. On the bed here you can see a wallet here and some other 


21 bags over in this area here, as well. 


22 Q. Okay. I'm going to show you now State's 50, which I do 


23 believe is in evidence. Did you photograph this? 


24 


25 


A. 


Q. 


I did. 


And what are we looking at in this photograph? 


280







1 


2 


3 


4 


5 


6 


7 


8 


269 


A. This is a firearm that was inside of the bag, inside of 


the black bag there. 


Q. Now, did you ultimately remove that gun from that black 


bag? 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


I did. 


And did you photograph what you removed? 


Yes, sir. 


I'm going to show you State's 51, 52 and 53. Sorry 


9 they're out of order, same set of questions for 51, 52 and 53. 


10 MR. MARTIN: May I approach? 


11 


12 Q. 


THE COURT: You may. 


Did you take these photographs, are they fair and 


13 accurate? 


14 


15 


A. They are, I did take these photographs. 


MR. MARTIN: Your Honor, the State asks that we admit 


16 these into evidence. 


17 


18 


19 


20 


MR. GARDNER: No objection. 


THE COURT: No objection, they are into evidence. 


MR. MARTIN: And we'd ask to publish. 


THE COURT: You may. 


21 (State's Exhibit Nos. 51, 52 & 53 were admitted into evidence) 


22 


23 


24 


25 


Q. What are we looking at here, Detective? 


A. This is a firearm, a Taurus firearm that was located 


inside the bag with a marker number as the number two item in 


this -- at this scene. 
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Q. We're going to zoom in, and see if you can read that 


serial number us. 


A. T-J, either zero, or "O" as in Oscar, 34833, or 84833. 


Q. Did you ultimately collect that gun, and like we 


previously discussed, place it into evidence? 


A. 


Q. 


Yes. 


And if I were to show you the gun itself, could you 


identify it and see if it, in fact, matches? 


A. Yes. 


Q. If you could open this box and just see if that is, in 


11 fact, the firearm that you collected. 


12 


13 


A. It is. 


MR. MARTIN: Your Honor, the State would ask that 


14 State's 9 be admitted into evidence. 


15 


16 


17 


18 Q. 


19 it? 


20 A. 


MR. GARDNER: No objection, Your Honor. 


THE COURT: It's into evidence without objection. 


(State's Exhibit No. 9 was admitted into evidence.) 


And what did you do with that firearm once you retrieved 


The first thing I did was photographed it and then made 


21 it safe, which is making sure that there was no magazine or any 


22 live ammunition inside of the chamber before collecting it and 


23 putting it into evidence. 


24 


25 


Q. Okay. 


MR. MARTIN: Go to the next photograph. I'm gonna 
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1 get this out of your way here and briefly publish this to the 


2 jury. 


3 


4 


5 


6 


7 


8 


9 


10 


11 


Q. This photograph we just admitted into evidence, is that 


the magazine clip that you located? 


A. That is a separate magazine that was located within the 


firearm. 


Q. Okay. 


A. Well, not within the firearm but from the bag that 


was -- that had the firearm in it. 


Q. 


A. 


And then how about 53, is that the same firearm? 


Yes. That is the spent shell casing that was still 


12 inside of the chamber once the gun was located. 


13 


14 


15 


16 


Q. 


Q. 


Okay. 


MR. MARTIN: May I approach, Judge? 


THE COURT: Yes. 


State's 54, did you take this photograph and did you 


17 collect it? 


18 


19 


A. Yes. 


MR. MARTIN: We would ask that that item of evidence 


20 be submitted, Your Honor. 


21 


22 


23 


24 Q. 


MR. GARDNER: No objection, Your Honor. 


THE COURT: It's into evidence. 


(State's Exhibit No. 54 was admitted into evidence) 


I'm going to also approach you with State's 11. Is this 


25 the casing that you retrieved from the weapon? 
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Yes. 


MR. MARTIN: Your Honor, we ask that that be admitted 


3 into evidence. 


4 


5 


6 


7 


8 


9 


Q. 


MR. GARDNER: No objection, Your Honor. 


THE COURT: It's into evidence. 


(State's Exhibit No. 11 was admitted into evidence.) 


Approaching you with State's 10. Now, what's that 


photograph of, and then we'll get to State's 10. 


A. That is a photograph of the item number three, that 


10 magazine with the live rounds taken. I'm sorry, that is the 


11 magazine that had the gun, that was inside the gun with the 


12 live rounds taken out of it. 


13 


14 


Q. 


A. 


Okay. 


Just showing that the magazine is empty with the live 


15 rounds that were there. 


16 


17 


18 


19 


Q. And the State's 10, is that the magazine that you 


collected from to Taurus firearm? 


A. I've got two magazines here. 


Q. Yeah, it should be -- okay. Did you collect more than 


20 one magazine? 


21 


22 


A. 


Q. 


Yes. 


Okay. The second magazine you collected, it was not 


23 inside the firearm? 


24 


25 


A. 


Q. 


Correct. 


Where was it located? 
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Inside of the bag. 


And you collected both magazines and firearm into 


3 evidence? 


4 


5 


A. 


Q. 


Correct. 


And both magazines were sent together to SLED to be 


6 tested along with the firearm? 


7 


8 


A. 


Q. 


Yes. 


And both magazines are marked as State's 10 as one 


9 exhibit. So can I approach with this and just see if that is, 


10 in fact, State's 10, and if that is, in fact, the magazines 


11 that you collected. Sorry, I was not clear about that. 


12 


13 


A. 


Q. 


Yes. 


Thank you. 


14 MR. MARTIN: Your Honor, we'd ask to admit that into 


15 evidence, as well. 


16 MR. GARDNER: No objection, Your Honor. 


17 THE COURT: It's into evidence. 


18 


19 


20 


21 


22 


23 


24 


25 


(State's Exhibit No. 10 was admitted into evidence.) 


Q. So moving right along, we touched on this a little bit 


already, but when swabbing an item for DNA collection, how, 


generally, would that work? 


A. So it all depends on what type of item you're swabbing. 


For a gun, we swab the grip, the trigger and the slide, just 


because those are the main points of contact that somebody's 


going to touch to operate that firearm, and what that does is 
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that gives us the DNA off of there from there. 


Q. So let's move right along. You mentioned that swabbing 


the trigger, did you, in fact, do that to the firearm in this 


case? 


A. 


Q. 


I did. 


And did you also swab things like the grip of the 


firearm in this case? 


A. Yes, sir. 


Q. And how about any other parts of the firearm, did you 


swab any of those parts? 


A. Yes, sir, we did the slide, the grip and the trigger. 


Q. So State's 12, 13 and 14, I'm going to approach you with 


13 those swabs for the trigger, grip and slide. So look at it and 


14 see if these are, in fact, the swabs that you collected from 


15 those three places of the firearm. 


16 


17 


18 


19 


20 


MR. MARTIN: So Johnny, that's 12, 13 & 14. 


Q. And this one is kind of bended over so you might have to 


move it a little bit just to check the stickers and the labels. 


A. 


Q. 


Yes. 


Same set of questions, when collecting these items of 


21 evidence, do you place them in your evidence locker for 


22 testing? 


23 


24 


A. 


Q. 


Yes. 


And are those items eventually sent to SLED for 


25 additional testing and comparison? 
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Yes, sir. 


MR. MARTIN: Your Honor, at this time the State would 


3 ask to admit those three items of evidence into evidence. 


4 


5 


MR. GARDNER: No objection, Your Honor. 


THE COURT: Into evidence. 


6 (State's Exhibit Nos. 12, 13 & 14 were admitted into evidence.) 


7 Q. Did you find any other items, we kind of talked about it 


8 already, any other items on the bed in addition to this 


9 firearm, these bullets, these magazines that were in the bag? 


10 A. Yes, sir. We found a wallet. 


11 Q. I'm going to show you two photographs that are already 


12 in evidence, that's State's 55 and 56. Look at that and see if 


13 that's the wallet that you're thinking about. 


14 


15 


A. 


Q. 


That is. 


Okay. Go to the next one. What are we looking at 


16 specifically in that wallet? 


17 A. It's marked with item number four as the wallet itself 


18 as number four. The Social Security Card is out, just because 


19 


20 


21 


22 


23 


24 


shows -- it helps show ownership of the wallet that was inside, 


that was the part in the right pocket. 


Q. And these other items, like, physically the wallet 


itself and the items that are inside the wallet, did you 


collect those and place them into evidence? 


A. I did. There were -- I think there was a couple cards, 


25 as well. 
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1 


2 


3 


4 


5 


6 


7 


8 


9 


Q. 


Q. 


Okay. We'll go through those. 


MR. MARTIN: May I approach the witness, Judge? 


THE COURT: Yes. 


276 


I'm going to show you State's 15, 16, 98 and 17. Just 


look and see if these are the cards and a Social Security Card 


from the wallet that you did, in fact, collect from the bed in 


the bedroom belonging to the defendant. 


A. Yes, it is. 


MR. MARTIN: We'd ask that those items of evidence be 


10 admitted. 


11 MR. GARDNER: No objection, Your Honor. 


12 THE COURT: They are into evidence. 


13 (State's Exhibit Nos. 15, 16, 98 & 17 were admitted 


14 into evidence) 


15 Q. Are there names on the debit cards that were found in 


16 his wallet? 


17 


18 


19 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


Yes, sir. 


What name is on it? 


Abdullah Seifullah on both the bank card and the other 


20 Visa Cash App card. 


21 Q. I'm going as fast as I can, so please bear with me. In 


22 that same bedroom did you end up locating any other items of 


23 evidence? I'll show you a couple of photographs. 


24 


25 


MR. MARTIN: May I approach? 


THE COURT: Yes. 
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Q. Fifty-seven, 58 and 59, same questions, did you take 


these photographs, are they fair and accurate? 


A. Yes, I did, and they are fair and accurate. 


MR. MARTIN: Your Honor, the State asks that those 


5 three photographs be admitted into evidence and published to 


6 the jury. 


7 


8 


9 


10 


11 


MR. GARDNER: No objection, Your Honor. 


THE COURT: They're into evidence. 


(State's Exhibits 57, 58 & 59 were admitted into evidence) 


Q. Let's go to 57, and tell us what we're looking at here. 


A. That is a cell phone that was located inside the bedroom 


12 that was actually plugged in charging marked with number five. 


13 Q. And did you, in fact, collect that cell phone, and just 


14 like with these other items of evidence, bag it, place it into 


15 evidence? 


16 A. That's correct. 


17 MR. MARTIN: Your Honor, may I approach the witness 


18 with State's 18? 


19 THE COURT: Yes. 


20 Q. I'm going to approach you with the actual phone, State's 


21 18, TCL, is this the phone that's in that picture that 


22 collected and placed into evidence, and I'll get this out of 


23 your way? 


24 


25 


A. It is. 


MR. MARTIN: Your Honor, we'd ask that that phone be 
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1 admitted into evidence. 


2 


3 


4 


5 


6 


Q. 


A. 


MR. GARDNER: No objection, Your Honor. 


THE COURT: It's into evidence. 


(State's Exhibit No. 18 was admitted into evidence) 


These items that you photographed, what were they? 


One was a ticket, a uniformed traffic ticket, and the 


7 other was some kind of paperwork for the Dodge Charger, 


8 basically showing that there was some kind of service done, or 


9 something done on the vehicle. 


10 


11 


12 


13 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


Did the ticket have a name on it? 


Yes, it does, Abdullah Seifullah. 


And what is this photograph of? 


That is a, like a face gator, one of the gator mask 


14 things that was located inside of the bag, as well. 


15 


16 


Q. 


A. 


State's 50, is this where you found the mask? 


Yes. It was in -- yes, it's in the -- it's right in 


17 there (indicating.) 


18 MR. MARTIN: Court's indulgence. 


19 Q. Now, this Dodge Charger that you photographed, was that 


20 Charger at some point towed back to M.L. Brown and processed 


21 for evidence? 


22 


23 


A. 


Q. 


Yes, sir, it was. 


How does the process work when you're looking at a car 


24 and going through it at a crime scene? 


25 A. The first thing is before it leaves the scene of 
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1 wherever it's coming from, we take photographs of it and we 


2 seal -- we put evidence tape that is initialed and dated on the 


3 seals of the vehicle, on any door or open compartment, like the 


4 doors and the trunk, just to make sure it wasn't tampered with, 


5 and then once it's back at our building we'll have a search 


6 warrant get done, we'll from there take photos and process it 


7 for DNA, fingerprints, or anything else, items that are of good 


8 value that were inside of the vehicle. 


9 Q. Okay. So when you photographed the vehicle, I'm going 


10 to approach with 61 and 62. Sixty-one is in evidence, 62 is 


11 not. You took these photographs when you processed the 


12 vehicle? 


13 


14 


15 


16 


17 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


Yes, I did. 


And what is 62 a picture of? 


Sixty-two? 


Yes, sir. 


That is a, just interior -- it's an interior picture of 


18 the passenger side with some water bottles and just the open 


19 area. 


20 


21 


Q. 


A. 


Same set of questions, fair and accurate? 


Yes, sir. 


22 MR. MARTIN: We'd ask that State's 62 be admitted 


23 into evidence. 


24 MR. GARDNER: No objection, Your Honor. 


25 THE COURT: It's into evidence. 
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A. 


280 


(State's Exhibit No. 62 was admitted into evidence.) 


Real quick, that's the car? 


Uh-huh. 


MR. MARTIN: Okay. Next one. 


Q. And that's 62. 


checked? 


That's the interior of the car that you 


7 A. Yes. 


8 Q. That's the car that was involved in this particular 


9 case, the silver Charger? 


10 A. It is. 


11 Q. Okay. All right, 64 is in evidence. What are we 


12 looking at here? 


13 A. That's just another photo of the doors, the interior of 


14 the vehicle, except in this one you can see a bag there. 


15 


16 


17 


18 


19 


20 


Q. Okay. 


A. That was inside of the vehicle at the time that it was 


towed to the M.L. Brown Building. 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


And did you ultimately collect this bag and process it? 


Yes, sir. 


I'm going to show you what's been marked as 65, 66, 67 


21 and 68, same set of questions. Do you recognize this, is it 


22 fair and accurate, and then we'll go through them one by one 


23 with the jury. 


24 A. Okay. Yes, these are photos that I took, and they are a 


25 fair and accurate depiction of what happened. 
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1 MR. MARTIN: Your Honor, we'd ask that they be 


2 admitted into evidence and published. 


3 


4 


THE COURT: Any objection from the defense? 


MR. GARDNER: No, Your Honor. 


5 THE COURT: They're into evidence. 
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6 (State's Exhibit Nos. 65, 66, 67 & 68 were admitted 


7 into evidence.) 


8 


9 


10 


11 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


Same bag? 


Yes, sir. 


And that's the same bag with the contents? 


Yes, sir. It's just inside of our lab where we have 


12 more space to actually lay out the items and process it a lot 


13 easier and itemize it that way. 


14 Q. Got it. So what are the items we're looking at in this 


15 particular photograph? I want to direct your attention to, on 


16 the left-hand side, that reddish looking mask, what is that? 


17 Right there yes, sir? 


18 A. That is another form of, like, the face mask, or gator, 


19 cover-up, that was located inside of that bag. 


20 Q. 


21 bed? 


22 


23 


A. 


Q. 


It appeared to match the same pattern as the one on the 


Yes, sir. 


And then moving onto the third column above the pick, 


24 the hair pick --


25 A. That there? 
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Q. What is that? 


A. That is a, kind of, one of the hats that's similar to 


one that the defendant's wearing now, just a different color, 


4 more, like, for a religious thing. 


5 


6 


7 


8 


9 


Q. Okay. Now regards to the specific vehicle, do you swab 


anything in there for any potential evidence? 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


In the vehicle, is that what you're saying? 


Yes, sir. 


Yes. So the vehicle will get swabs on the door handles, 


10 on the exterior and interior. We also swab the steering wheel, 


11 the gear shifter, and the gear shifter for DNA, as well, just 


12 to kind of -- to see -- because the common areas that people 


13 touch when they're operating a vehicle. 


14 


15 


16 


17 


Q. So did you, in fact, swab the steering wheel of the 


charger? 


A. Yes. 


Q. And did you swab the interior front passenger door 


18 handle? 


19 


20 


A. 


Q. 


I did. 


And the process for swabbing that you described, when 


21 you do these things, you place it into evidence the same exact 


22 way you described all these other items of evidence? 


23 


24 


A. 


Q. 


Yes, sir. 


And can I show it to you and see if you can identify 


25 these as the two swabs? 
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Yes, sir. A. 


Q. And you can take them out of the bag if you need to. 


MR. MARTIN: Your Honor, this is State's 21 and 


State's 20, DNA swabs. 


Q. And after you look at it, do these appear to be the 


swabs that you took? 


A. Yes. These are swabs from the steering wheel and front 


passenger interior front passenger door. 


MR. MARTIN: We'd ask that that be admitted into 


10 evidence, Your Honor. 


11 


12 


13 


14 


15 


16 


17 


18 


19 


20 


21 


22 


23 


24 


25 


THE COURT: Any objection? 


MR. GARDNER: No objection, no, sir. 


THE COURT: It's into evidence. 


(State's Exhibit Nos. 20 & 21 were admitted into evidence) 


Q. Now, these last items of evidence all have different 


chain of custody forms. I believe they are State's 28, 29, 30, 


31. I'm going to approach with these last bit of chains. Just 


look at them real quick and see if these chain of custody forms 


cover all of these last little bits of evidence that we just 


discussed. 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


As far as the DNA swabs, and whatnot? 


Yes, sir, DNA swabs, these items up here. 


And the pink bag, and all that? 


Yes, sir. 


They are. 
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1 MR. MARTIN: We'd ask that these chain of custody 


2 forms be admitted into evidence. 


3 


4 


5 


6 


7 


8 


MR. GARDNER: No objection, Your Honor. 


THE COURT: They're into evidence. 


(State's Exhibit Nos. 28, 29, 30 & 31 were admitted 


into evidence.) 


Q. Couple more follow-up questions and we'll be done, I 


promise. Obviously, lots of different items of evidence in 


9 this case. How is it determined what items of evidence 


10 actually gets sent to SLED to be tested? 


11 A. So most of the time it is up to the lead detective as to 


12 what items get sent to SLED. The items that don't count are 


13 the swabs from the -- any kind of DNA from the victim. So if 


14 it's coming from the victim that stuff doesn't count because 


15 that helps as a comparison and to get rid of the victim's DNA 


16 from whatever else it is. 


17 Q. Does SLED test items for every single law enforcement 


18 agency in the state of South Carolina? 


19 


20 


21 


22 


23 


24 


25 


A. They do. 


Q. So is it efficient to try to choose the most probative 


items to be sent for testing, and not every single item? 


A. Yes, sir. They most of the time only will take up to 


five to seven items of DNA to be processed. 


Q. I understand. 


MR. MARTIN: Detective McQueen, I think that's all 
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1 the questions I have for you. Thank you for bearing with me 


2 with all of this evidence. 


3 THE COURT: Mr. Foreman, and ladies and gentlemen of 


4 the jury, I'm going to ask you to stand up and stretch a little 


5 bit. We've been sitting long. You may be seated. 


6 Cross-Examination? 


7 MR. GARDNER: Thank you, Your Honor. 


8 CROSS-EXAMINATION 


9 BY MR. GARDNER: 


10 Q. I just want to clear up one thing, and I may have heard 


11 you wrong, but if I could find Exhibit 58, it might straighten 


12 itself out. 


13 MR. GARDNER: Court's indulgence. I think it was 


14 just a miss speak, but if it was, that's okay, we just want to 


15 clear it up. 


16 


17 


18 


19 


20 


21 


22 


23 


24 


25 


THE COURT: All right. 


Q. I may have heard you wrong, but I thought I heard you 


say on the Sparks paperwork, 58, that you referred to it as a 


Charger, and I think that was not the Charger, I think that 


that was the car that belonged to Brandon that came from 


Connecticut that was involved in the wreck and that Dana had 


testified that she worked at Sparks and they brought that car 


there to get it worked on, so if we could look at it and you 


could tell me. 


A. There's 
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1 


2 


3 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 
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Does it tell what kind of car it is on there somewhere. 


That's what I'm trying to find. 


Well, if it was done on 19, it wouldn't have been the 


4 Charger. It not being the Charger would be consistent with the 


5 


6 


7 


8 


9 


10 


11 


A. It ultimately -- it was together at the time that --


that's the main reason that it's taken with that. 


Q. Yeah. 


A. And I may have misspoken and said that it was for that, 


but at this point I can't tell what vehicle it's for. 


Q. That's okay. We just want to make sure that we -- your 


12 testimony now is that it's not -- you're not saying that that 


13 was for the Charger? 


14 A. I'm saying that it was just paperwork. I can't -- I'm 


15 not gonna say it was for the Charger. If I said that earlier, 


16 that's not what I intended. 


17 Q. Yeah, that's what I thought, I thought it was just a 


18 miss speak, or maybe I just misheard, but clearly, that was for 


19 the car that was wrecked and got worked on, it was not the 


20 Charger. Now, we have testimony on the record, I just wanted 


21 to clear that up. 


22 MR. GARDNER: Your Honor, may I have a moment, 


23 please? I think that's all I wanted, Judge. 


24 


25 


THE COURT: Any Redirect? 


MR. MARTIN: Just briefly. 
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1 REDIRECT EXAMINATION 


2 BY MR. MARTIN: 


3 


4 


5 


6 


7 


8 


9 


10 


Q. You're just taking photographs, I get that. Whose name 


was on the ticket? 


A. On the ticket was Abdullah Seifullah, but paperwork I 


don't do it --


Q. That's okay. 


A. it wasn't his name on it. 


MR. GARDNER: We're just trying to get it right. 


MR. MARTIN: I think we got it cleared up. Nothing 


11 further. 


12 THE COURT: Mr. Foreman, ladies and gentlemen of the 


13 jury, we're going to take about a five-minute recess, ask that 


14 you refresh yourself. Do not discuss the case amongst 


15 yourselves, and everyone remain seated as the jury exits the 


16 courtroom. 


17 (Jury exited the courtroom at this time) 


18 THE COURT: Anything from the State before we take 


19 five minutes? 


20 


21 


22 


23 


24 


MS. WALLER: No, sir. 


THE COURT: Anything from defense? 


MR. GARDNER: No, Your Honor. 


(Recess taken) 


THE COURT: The bailiff has posed a question, one of 


25 the jurors wanted to know what SLED was. I think, probably, 
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1 that question was posed, I really would leave that up to you 


2 all as far as that goes. Do you have any objection to be me 


3 saying it's the State Law Enforcement Division? 


4 MR. GARDNER: I don't have an objection because I 


5 anticipate we're going to have some SLED people testify what it 


6 is. 


7 MS. WALLER: We'll have them tomorrow, Your Honor, 


8 and we'll explain in detail what it is then, but I'm happy for 


9 to you tell them that's it is the State Law Enforcement 


10 Division. We will explain it through our witnesses tomorrow 


11 what it is. 


12 THE COURT: Well, it's actually more than the lab, it 


13 has to do with --


14 


15 


16 


17 


MS. WALLER: It's all under SLED, yeah. 


THE COURT: -- investigation, and that sort of thing. 


MR. GARDNER: South Carolina Law Enforcement. 


THE COURT: We'll just leave that alone and let that 


18 go where it may. 


19 MS. WALLER: We'll explain it tomorrow. 


20 THE COURT: Very good. We're ready for the jury. 


21 MS. WALLER: I'll ask the next witness what it is, 


22 Your Honor. 


23 THE COURT: All right. 


24 


25 


(Jury entered the courtroom at this time) 


THE COURT: You may call your next witness. 
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MS. WALLER: Your Honor, the State calls Karl Kangas. 


THE COURT: If you could please come forward, place 


3 your left hand on the Bible and raise your right as the Court 


4 administers the oath. 


5 THE CLERK: Do you solemnly swear or affirm the 


6 evidence you're about to give the Court in this case be the 


7 truth, the whole truth and nothing but the truth, so help you 


8 God? 


9 


10 


THE WITNESS: So help me God, yes. 


THE COURT: Have a seat in the witness chair. I'm 


11 going to ask if you can pull up real close to that microphone 


12 and speak loudly, clearly and slowly in order for me to hear 


13 everything that you have to say, and let's start with your full 


14 name. 


15 THE WITNESS: May name is Karl Kangas, last name is 


16 spelled, K-a-n-g-a-s. 


17 


18 


THE COURT: Very good. Yes, ma'am? 


VOIR DIRE 


19 BY MS. WALLER: 


20 


21 


22 


23 


24 


25 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


Mr. Kangas, where do you work? 


I work for Horry County Police Department. 


And what is the Horry County Police Department? 


Where is it? 


What is it, law enforcement? 


Law enforcement, yes. 
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2 


3 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


Is that agency exclusive for Horry County? 


Yes. 


And we heard testimony today about the State Law 


290 


4 Enforcement Division, commonly called, SLED. Can you tell me 


5 


6 


7 


8 


9 


10 


11 


12 


13 


14 


15 


16 


17 


18 


19 


20 


21 


22 


what that is? 


A. That's the State Police, they also do forensics lab. 


Q. 


A. 


So does SLED do investigations across the state? 


Yes. 


Q. And do they also test evidence for cases for local 


police departments across the state? 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


Yes. 


Where is their lab located? 


In Columbia. 


Does the Horry County Police Department frequently send 


items of evidence to be tested at the state lab at SLED? 


A. Yes. 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


Thank you. How long have you been in law enforcement? 


Twenty-two years. 


How many of those have been at the Horry County Police 


Department? 


A. This is my fourth year. 


Q. So what is your current assignment with the Horry County 


23 PD? 


24 A. I'm a crime analyst. As a crime analyst we look at 


25 patterned crime. Then part of our extra duties are to -- we do 
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2 


3 


4 


5 


6 


7 


8 


9 


10 


forensics on telephone forensics, and then also cell phone 


data. 


Q. So are you an analyst in the digital forensics 


department? 


Yes. 
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A. 


Q. Before you came to Horry County, did you work in law 


enforcement? 


A. Yes. 


Q. 


A. 


Where did you work? 


I worked at Minnesota. I started off with the Minnesota 


11 Department of Corrections, Office of Special Investigations. 


12 Then I worked at Saint Paul Police Department in narcotics 


13 assigned to the Use Metro Narcotics Task Force. Then I worked 


14 for Hennepin County Sheriff's Office in Minneapolis. I was 


15 


16 


17 


18 


19 


20 


21 


assigned to Criminal Information Sharing and Analysis Unit, and 


then I was further assigned to HIDTA, which is a High Intensity 


Drug-Trafficking Area. 


Q. In your experience in Minnesota, did you have experience 


in cell phone or digital forensics, as well? 


A. 


Q. 


Yes. We started a lab in 2016. 


So what in your training and experience, other than your 


22 employment history, have you had in a realm of digital 


23 forensics? 


24 A. We have a pretty extensive experience with digital 


25 forensics. We have to be certified. We get certified in the 
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1 actual download of the phone and then the forensics portion of 


2 the phone. We have to recertify every two years, then on cell 


3 phone mapping we got through the extensive experience on that, 


4 also. 


5 


6 


7 


8 


9 


10 


11 


12 


Q. So I'm going to talk about specific areas. The way I 


understand your testimony so far, you've mention forensics from 


the cell phones themselves, the actual phone item? 


A. Yes. 


Q. And then are there also, you said cell phone mapping, as 


well; is that correct? 


A. Yes. 


Q. So when you talk about mapping, how do you get the 


13 information used to do cell phone mapping? 


14 


15 


16 


17 


18 


19 


A. Generally the detectives will send off a search warrant 


to the cell phone provider, and then the provider will give us 


the information on what towers that the phone actually 


connected to. 


Q. So let's talk a bit about the records you get from cell 


phone carriers, not the actual phones first, the second one you 


20 mentioned. Do cell phone companies keep records of cell phone 


21 usage for their customers? 


22 


23 


24 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


Yes, they do. 


Okay. What kind of information? 


They'll give location of the towers, they'll get 


25 duration of the phone call, they'll give date and time of the 
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1 phone call, and then they'll also give the subscriber 


2 information, if available. 


3 Q. And by subscriber information, is that just who owns 


4 that phone number, or who uses that phone number? 


5 


6 


7 


8 


9 


10 


11 


A. 


Q. 


Yes, who it's going for, yes. 


And what about the phone itself, do the cell phone 


companies keep track of which device goes with which account? 


A. Yes. They keep track, it's called the IMEI, or 


International Mobile Equipment Identifier, every mobile device 


has an IMEI. 


Q. You said that cell phone carriers keep records as to 


12 towers, and we're going to get into that in a minute a little 


13 more, but do cell phone carriers keep records of which specific 


14 sector of a tower is being used? 


15 


16 


17 


18 


19 


20 


21 


22 


A. 


Q. 


Yes. 


Okay. And you said that the cell phone carries provide 


that information to law enforcement when requested? 


A. Yes, that's true, yes. 


Q. Do you regularly analyze those types of records in the 


course of your duties as a digital forensic analyst? 


A. 


Q. 


Yes. 


Approximately how many set of records have you analyzed 


23 in your career? It could be approximate. 


24 A. For the call-detailed records, I would probably say 


25 thousands. 
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Q. Thousands. What about, we'll talk about the devices 


themselves in a minute. What about, have you ever testified 


regarding cellular or geolocation, or cellular location data? 


A. Yes. I've testified in both the State of Minnesota, 


South Carolina, and also in federal court. 


Q. 


A. 


Are you familiar with a program called Cellebrite? 


Yes. It's a forensics tool. 


Q. Okay. And what is the purpose of that forensic tool? 


What does it do? 


A. Cellebrite, the physical analyzer itself, it images the 


11 phone, so if we get a phone from the search warrant, we'll 


12 connect it up to the software and it will image all of the 


13 information off of the phone. 


14 Q. So you're talking about, when you're talking about 


15 Cellebrite and the information you get from a phone, are you 


16 talking about, like, if you have a phone like this phone, you 


17 make an image of the information contained on the phone; is 


18 that correct? 


19 


20 


A. 


Q. 


Yes. 


And then we have, I believe it's Exhibit 73 and 75 that 


21 have already been entered. The information contained on the 


22 flash drives is the information directly from the cell phone 


23 carrier; is that correct? 


24 


25 


A. 


Q. 


Yes, that's correct. 


Okay. All right. Are you certified to use the 
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1 Cellebrite program to image cell phones? 


2 


3 


4 


5 


6 


7 


8 


A. Yes, and we have to go through a recertification every 


two years. 


Q. Did you use Cellebrite to image phones in this case? 


A. 


Q. 


Yes. 


Are you always able to image data from a phone? 


A. No, we can't. There are certain phones that we can't 


get the image off from, certain phones we can't. 


9 Q. What affects whether you can image data from a phone? 


10 A. It depends on the security on the phone and what update 


11 it is. Generally if we get a phone and we know that our 


12 software isn't updated, we'll hold the phone until we get an 


13 update on the software. Our commercial providers that do that 


14 


15 


16 


17 


18 


19 


20 


are always upgrading what they do and what we can extract. 


Q. Okay. Does Cellebrite alter any user date in images 


from the phone? 


A. No. 


Q. And just to be clear for the jury, what is the user data 


from the phone? 


A. User date will include, like, contact list, if available 


21 it will also include text messages, it will include e-mail. If 


22 location services are turned on the phone, we can do location 


23 services, and then pictures, anything that you normally would 


24 use your phone for. 


25 Q. And have you personally validated that Cellebrite is 
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1 unable to alter the user data on a device in evidence? 


2 A. Yes. We do a monthly calibration on it to make sure. 


3 Q. How do you do that? 


4 A. We have a couple where dummy phones, I call them dummy 


5 phones. We have an Apple phone and then we also have an 


6 


7 


8 


9 


10 


11 


12 


13 


14 


15 


Android phone that we run through and verify that it doesn't 


change the hex logger. The hex logger is basically the ones 


and zeros on the phone from the computer program, and we verify 


that the hex is on that. 


Q. You said a minute ago, you mentioned physical analyzer. 


Are there are different types of imaging that you can do on a 


cell phone device? 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


Yes. 


What are those? 


There is a logical, which is baseline for imaging it. 


16 We could do a file system, which pretty much pulls a lot of the 


17 information off from it, and the next step would be doing a 


18 physical, and the physical would be that we would be pulling 


19 the chip out of the phone and doing it that way. 


20 Q. Is one better than the other, is it better to have one 


21 or more, what's your ideal? 


22 A. It's better to have multiples, because generally we'll 


23 try to get a logged code off from the phone right away, and 


24 then we'll go to the phone file system because that could take 


25 a couple days to do it. 
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1 Q. So just to be clear, I know you mentioned this earlier, 


2 but have you been qualified as an expert in the field 


3 of digital forensics, cellular record, geolocation analysis in 


4 the past? 


5 


6 


7 


8 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


Yes. 


Approximately how many times? 


I think about 15 times. 


MS. WALLER: Your Honor, at this point the State 


9 would offer Mr. Kangas as an expert in the field of digital 


10 forensics. 


11 THE COURT: Any query with regard to his 


12 qualifications? 


13 


14 


MR. GARDNER: No challenge, no challenge, Your Honor. 


THE COURT: He is, indeed, so qualified, and once 


15 again, I'll speak with you during the jury charge about how to 


16 evaluate expert testimony. 


17 MS. WALLER: Thank you, Your Honor. 


18 DIRECT EXAMINATION 


19 BY MS. WALLER: 


20 Q. Were you involved into the investigation to the homicide 


21 of David Roldan-Dimas? 


22 


23 


A. 


Q. 


Yes. 


As part of your investigation, did you try to 


24 corroborate what your team learned during the course of the 


25 investigation? 
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1 


2 


3 


4 


5 


A. 


Q. 


Yes. 


What information did you review or use in order to 


corroborate what had been learned in the course of the 


investigation? 
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A. We used call detail records, which are provided by the 


6 cell phone provider. We used the imagery off from two phones 


7 


8 


9 


10 


11 


that we had recovered, and then we also use surveillance video 


to match that and corroborate that. 


Q. And what about Body Camera video? 


A. 


Q. 


Yes. We use Body Camera video also to corroborate it. 


Okay. We're going to start with the devices themselves, 


12 the Cellebrite reports. Did you actually image data and create 


13 several Cellebrite reports for this case? 


14 


15 


16 


17 


18 


19 


20 


21 


A. 


Q. 


Yes. 


Okay. I'm going to show you what's been marked as 


State's Exhibit 19, which I believe is already in evidence. 


Did you image this phone? 


A. Yes. 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


Did you provide a copy of that to the solicitor? 


Yes. 


I'm going to show you what's been marked as State's 


22 Exhibit 78. Can you recognize your initials on there? 


23 


24 


A. 


Q. 


Yes. Those are my initials, yes. 


And have you previously reviewed this to make sure it's 


25 a copy of the report you generated from the image of the phone? 
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Yes. 


And how big is the report? 


1 


2 


3 


A. 


Q. 


A. It's big enough where we can't e-mail it. We have to 


4 put it onto a thumb drive and move it. 


5 


6 


7 


8 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


So thousands and thousands of pages long? 


Yes. 


Okay. 


MS. WALLER: Your Honor, at this time the State would 


9 move 78 into evidence. It's David Maldonado's Cellebrite 


10 report from her phone. 


11 THE COURT: Any objection from the defense? 


12 MR. GARDNER: No, Your Honor. 


13 THE COURT: It's into evidence. 


14 


15 


16 Q. 


MS. WALLER: Thank you, Your Honor. 


(State's Exhibit No. 78 was admitted into evidence) 


Did you also examine a phone that was identified as 


17 belonging to Brandon Huertas in this case? 


18 


19 


A. 


Q. 


Yes. 


I'm going to approach and show you what's been marked 


20 and admitted as State's Exhibit 18. Is that the phone you 


21 


22 


23 


examined? 


A. Yes. 


Q. I'm going to show you what's been marked as State's 


24 Exhibit 76. Do you see your initials? 


25 A. Yes. 
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2 


3 


4 


5 


6 


7 


8 


9 


10 


11 


12 


13 


14 


15 


16 


17 


18 


19 


20 


21 


22 


23 
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Q. Does this flash drive contain a copy of the Cellebrite 


report you generated from the image of Brandon Huertas' phone? 


A. Yes, it does. 


MS. WALLER: Your Honor, the State would seek to 


introduce 76 into evidence. 


Q. 


THE COURT: Any objection? 


MR. GARDNER: No objection, Your Honor. 


THE COURT: It's into evidence. 


(State's Exhibit No. 76 was admitted into evidence) 


Did you have a phone number associated with Brandon 


Huertas' phone? 


A. Yes. 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


Do you know what it is? 


If I can look through my notes. 


Yes, refresh your recollection. 


A. The phone number that was associated with Brandon 


Huertas is 475-236-1480. 


Q. Is there a phone number associated with a phone for 


Dana? 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


Yes. 


What is that phone number? 


That phone number is 843-457-0631. 


So you were able to image Dana's phone and Brandon 


24 Huertas' phone. Did you also have a phone belonging to 


25 Abdullah Seifullah? 
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1 


2 


3 


4 


5 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


Yes. 


Were 


No. 


Why 


The 
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you able to image that phone? 


not? 


phone had a knock-off Chinese brand processer, it's 


6 less than ten percent of all TCL phones have that, and TCL only 


7 marks about, like, two percent of the marketplace for cell 


8 phones, so our providers -- or the vendors that we have are not 


9 going to support that. 


10 Q. So I know I'm a layman, and correct me if I'm wrong, but 


11 would it be fair to say your software wasn't compatible to 


12 image that phone? 


13 


14 


A. 


Q. 


That's correct, yes. 


I'm going to now show you what's been marked as State's 


15 Exhibit 73 and 75. They are already in evidence. 


16 Seventy-three a Verizon records, and 75 are T-Mobile records, 


17 but I believe if you look you see your initials on these, as 


18 well? 


19 


20 


A. 


Q. 


Yes. 


Are these the records you used to generate your reports 


21 and do your analysis? 


22 


23 


A. 


Q. 


Yes. 


Okay. Once you did the analysis, were you, in fact, 


24 able to corroborate a large portion of your team's 


25 investigation in this case? 
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1 


2 


3 


A. We could identify locations, approximate locations, 


where these devices were at the time of the crime. 
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Q. Okay. And then could you match those locations to other 


4 known locations where the defendants were on tape --


5 


6 


7 


8 


9 


10 


11 


12 


13 


14 


15 


16 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


Yes. 


-- on video, I guess that's a better way to say it? 


Yeah, video and also addresses from the location, and 


also locations of Dana Maldonado's residence. 


Q. I'm going to show you what's been marked as State's 


Exhibit 83. This is a copy of your PowerPoint. Did you 


provide -- prepare a PowerPoint presentation of what you 


corroborated and provided to the Solicitor's Office? 


A. Yes. 


Q. 


A. 


Does this contain a copy of it? 


Yes. 


MS. WALLER: Your Honor, the State would seek to 


17 introduce 83 into evidence and publish it to the jury. 


18 


19 


20 


THE COURT: Any objection? 


MR. GARDNER: No, Your Honor, no objection. 


THE COURT: It's into evidence. 


21 


22 


(State's Exhibit No. 83 was admitted into evidence) 


23 clicker. 


24 


25 


MS. WALLER: Okay. I'm going to give you the 


THE WITNESS: Thank you. 


MS. WALLER: You can drive it. 
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1 


2 


3 


4 


5 


6 


7 


8 


9 


10 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


Are you familiar with cell towers? 


Yes. 


Is these photographs from cell towers? 
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Yes. The one on the left side is the tower itself, and 


the one on the right is the antennas that are associated with 


that tower. 


Q. And if you notice, if you're paying attention, do you 


see these all over our county? 


A. 


Q. 


Yes. 


Okay. So the one on the right, it looks like a 


11 triangle? 


12 A. Yes. Cell towers are associated -- they're in a 


13 triangle formation and it's alpha, beta, gamma, so those are 


14 the three sectors of the cell phone tower. 


15 


16 


17 


18 


19 


20 


21 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


So basically, three sides? 


Yes. 


And could a cell phone cellular signal hit any three of 


those, any side? 


A. Yeah, it's which ever side has got the best and most 


quality connection for the cell phone. 


Q. And how do cell phone companies determine where to place 


22 towers? 


23 A. It's by usage and by how many people are using the cell 


24 phone towers and what kind of quality that they're getting and 


25 that the users are getting from that cell phone tower. 
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2 


3 


4 


5 


6 


7 


8 
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Q. So it's kind of based on how many people are around and 


the topography of the area, would that be accurate? 


A. Yeah. It's based on geography, building density, the 


amount of people that are using it, so that's how they 


associate where they're going to put their towers. 


Q. Okay. Can you tell me what Per Call Measurement Data 


is? 


A. The Per Call Measurement Data is based on, it's 


9 proprietary by the cell phone provider, and it's based on a 


10 general location of where that phone is. Per Call Measurement 


11 Data gives the cell phone company how good quality that they're 


12 getting and that they're maximizing their coverage for the cell 


13 phone. 


14 Q. Okay. And this slide, it says: Cell site location 


15 information. It's two, I believe. Can you explain what cell 


16 site information is? 


17 A. The cell site location information is the tower and the 


18 sectors, the three sectors of the cell phone tower itself. 


19 


20 


21 


22 


Q. So we're looking at your slide here. The orange circle 


in the center, is that the cell phone tower? 


A. That's the cell phone tower, correct. 


Q. And the one on the left, we saw the triangle picture in 


23 the earlier slide, so is that depicting kind of the area for 


24 each of those three slides? 


25 A. That's correct. That's depicting each sector of the 


316







305 


1 cell phone tower. 


2 Q. Okay. And then in the second slide it says: Cell tower 


3 location, and there is an angle. Can you explain what that 


4 


5 


6 


7 


8 


9 


10 


depicts? 


A. Some cell phone companies will provide us with an 


azimuth of where the phone is generally located, but on this 


case what we were looking at is all we had was the sectors, so 


we weren't looking at an azimuth, we were looking at the 


sectors that the devices were hitting off of. 


Q. Okay. So if I make a call and hit that tower, let's say 


11 in the green sector, does that mean the physical location of 


12 the phone that hit that tower is in that green area? 


13 


14 


15 


16 


17 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


It actually can go extend it out down there. 


It keeps going? 


Yeah. 


Okay. 


This is just a generalization showing the different 


18 sectors of it, but the range of the cell tower is going to 


19 depend on how high it is, geography, and what the usage is. 


20 Q. So when we're looking at your presentation, if we look 


21 at the second one, the orange area is just showing the 


22 direction, not -- it doesn't mean that when you get to the end 


23 of that arc that that's the only area the phone could be in, it 


24 could be in those two, those two lines? 


25 A. That's correct. 
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1 Q. Just making sure we're clear, if everybody got that. 


2 Okay. 


3 MS. WALLER: Move to the next one. Okay. 


4 Q. So what are we looking at here? It's very similar to 


5 mine. 


6 A. We're looking at, this is a Google Map, the earth view 


7 of the Dana Maldonado's apartment, Postal Way, Detrick's Car 


8 Wash, and also the location for Planet Fitness. The 


9 photographs on the left is a photograph of one of the cell 


10 sites that's primary used during this incident, and the one on 


11 the right is also another tower. The one on the left, we did a 


12 cell site visit, so we visited the tower. We went and had to 


13 get historic photos for it because 2023 was when we were 


14 starting to change from 4G to 5G, so the configuration on the 


15 tower now was different. 


16 


17 


18 


19 


Q. So you personally went and looked at this tower as part 


of your investigation? 


A. Yes. 


Q. And you determined it looked different back then. So is 


20 this a picture of how it looked in 2023? 


21 


22 


23 


24 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


Yes. 


Okay. What about the one on the right? 


That's also in 2023. 


It's also in 2023. And I'm going to show you this 


25 picture which we put into evidence, it's very similar to yours. 
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1 This tower is the one on the left? 


Yeah, that one is the one from Postal Way. 2 


3 


A. 


Q. From Postal Way. And this one the bottom is the one on 


4 the right? 


5 A. Yes. 


6 Q. And then you said Dana's house, is that 4906 Brightwater 


7 Court? 


8 A. Yes, that's correct. 


9 Q. And we see Planet Fitness on there. What's the 


10 significance of the car wash? 


11 


12 


13 


14 


15 


16 


17 


A. 


Q. 


We had the surveillance video from the car wash. 


Okay. And what about Postal Way? 


A. Postal Way was when the vehicle was identified driving 


that way. 


Q. Okay. 


MS. WALLER: We'll go to next one. 


Q. So tell me what this slide is showing. That first 


18 number in red, that's the number you said was Abdullah 


19 Seifullah's? 


20 


21 


22 


23 


A. Yes, that's correct. 


Q. And what information did you have as far as his cell 


phone device or records? 


A. We only had the call detail records for it. That was 


24 the device that we couldn't get into. 


25 Q. Okay. So did you retain those -- those are the ones 
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1 from T-Mobile; is that correct? 


2 


3 


4 


5 


6 


7 


8 


9 


10 


11 


12 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


Yes. 


What about Brandon Huertas, the 457 number? 


Brandon Huertas, we got the call detail records for the 


phone, or from the provider, and then we also got two different 


extractions on it. We' got a logical extraction and a file 


system extraction. 


Q. So you imaged the phone and you had the provider 


records? 


A. Yes, that's correct. 


Q. 


A. 


What about the bottom, Dana Maldonado? 


We never got call detail records from that, but we got 


13 two extraction, or two images from that. Images were both a 


14 logical and a file system. 


15 


16 


17 


Q. 


Q. 


Okay. 


MS. WALLER: So let's go to the next line. Okay. 


All right. So this is a text -- is this a text 


18 conversation between two phones? 


19 A. Yeah, this is a text conversation between Brandon 


20 Huertas' device that we find out later on Abdullah was using, 


21 and then it's also from a text from Dana Maldonado, so it's a 


22 conversation between them. 


23 Q. Were you able to find that conversation on both Dana and 


24 Brandon Huertas' phone? 


25 A. Yes. 
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Q. And we had -- I know weren't here for that, we had Dana 


testify earlier about this conversation. When you read through 


it you can at some point at some point during the course of 


this conversation, which we saw in a previous exhibit, Dana 


5 testified about that. So moving on to next one. I'm sorry. 


6 What date is this? 


7 


8 


9 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


This is on June 18, 2023. 


What's the significance of that date? 


That was the day that Brandon Huertas and Abdullah, that 


10 they came into town at that time. 


11 Q. And so looking at the right-hand side, that top text in 


12 green, what does that say? Just read that one. 


13 


14 


15 


16 


17 


18 


19 


20 


21 


22 


23 


24 


A. 


Q. 


That one says: Okay. I'm here. 


The other side, I'm sorry. 


A. Oh, I'm sorry: I have a Planet Fitness membership so 


I'm gonna go run in here and shower. How much time we got 


until you're ready? 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


Okay. What time was that sent? 


That was at 10:42 a.m. 


And is that the correct time as it was in real life? 


Yes. 


MS. WALLER: Let's go to the next slide, please. 


What are we looking at in this slide? 


This is verification that Brandon Huertas, that his 


25 device was in the vicinity of Planet Fitness. 
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1 Q. So if I'm looking at this correctly, the bottom angle, 


2 is that this cell phone tower down here? 


3 


4 


5 


6 


7 


8 


9 


10 


11 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


Yes. 


Okay. And the top one, is that this one up here? 


Yes. 


So the Planet Fitness is kind of right in the center of 


those two? 


A. Right. 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


When he said: I'm going into Planet Fitness? 


Right. 


So was that validation to you that that phone was 


12 located in that area? 


13 


14 


A. 


Q. 


Yes. 


Okay. And so we're looking at the call summary, what is 


15 that showing on that side? 


16 A. The call summary is from CellHawk. It's a software that 


17 we use for mapping, and the call summary is basically showing 


18 date, time, duration of any data, any text messages or voice 


19 call. 


20 Q. And so what is that top one showing? What date and 


21 time, first of all? 


22 


23 


A. The top one is on June 18th at 10:15 a.m., and it's 


showing a call, or an incoming call from Dana Maldonado's 


24 device. 


25 Q. Going to whose device? 
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2 


A. 


Q. 
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Going to Brandon Huertas' device. 


It says, call type, voice. Does that mean it's just a 


3 regular phone call where you dial the number and hit send? 


4 


5 


6 


7 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


Yes. 


Okay. And how long was the duration of that call? 


The duration on that was 17 seconds. 


And that shows the person's location is within those two 


8 angles? 


9 


10 


11 


12 


13 


14 


15 


16 


17 


A. Yes. 


Q. And the bottom one, what about that, what time was that, 


the date and time? 


A. That one was at 11:54 a.m., and it was an outgoing call 


from Brandon Huertas' phone to Dana Maldonado's device. 


Q. And that is in that same general area as hitting this 


bottom tower, and it's in the column? 


A. 


Q. 


Yes, that's correct. 


But as we said, this arc, that's just showing 


18 directionality; is that correct? 


19 


20 


21 


22 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


Yes. 


It doesn't mean they were underneath there? 


No, ma'am, no. 


Okay. So did that, in your mind, corroborate that text 


23 conversation you saw where Abdullah Seifullah said, I'm going 


24 into Planet Fitness to take a shower? 


25 A. Yes, and then we also had surveillance video from Planet 
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1 Fitness. 


2 Q. Okay. So let's go to the next slide, please. What does 


3 this show, we saw this earlier? 


4 A. This is showing that Abdullah was actually in Planet 


5 Fitness at that time. He went into to take a shower, and that 


6 was on June 18th at 10:52 a.m. 


7 Q. And so was that further corroboration that he said, I'm 


8 going into Planet Fitness. Tell me what you have. The text 


9 message, just go through your presentation, so tell me what you 


10 have. You have the first, the messages? 


11 A. Yes. We have the call detail records, we had the text 


12 messages from the Cellebrite, the imaging, and then we also had 


13 the surveillance video that verified that he was there. 


14 Q. So it's just further showing the accuracy of the cell 


15 phone pattern; is that correct? 


16 


17 


A. 


Q. 


Yes, that's correct. 


Let's go to the next slide, please. Okay, this one, 


18 what date and time was this from? 


19 A. This was on June 18th, and they were two separate phone 


20 calls, one at 12:59 p.m., and one at 1:15 p.m. 


21 Q. And can you tell, do you recognize the call, the number? 


22 There's a calling number, but what is that one? That's a 203 


23 number? 


24 


25 


A. 


Q. 


Yes, that's correct. That one is Abdullah's phone. 


And then the number of called number on that top one, 
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2 


3 


what is that number? 


A. That one is Brandon Huertas' phone. 


Q. Okay. So correct me, is that showing Abdullah 


4 Seifullah's phone calling Brandon Huertas? 


Yes, that's correct. 


And what time was that? 
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5 


6 


7 


A. 


Q. 


A. The first one was an outgoing call at 12:59 p.m., and 


8 the second one was an outgoing call at 1:15 p.m. 


9 Q. And both of them, the second call is that, who made that 


10 call? 


11 A. That was an outgoing call, and that was from Abdullah's 


12 phone. 


13 Q. Do you know who the call, do you recognize that number? 


14 Is it a part of the investigation? 


15 A. No, that phone number wasn't part of the investigation. 


16 We never determined who the subscriber was. 


17 


18 


19 


20 


Q. And it's showing a tower. 


this map? 


No. 


That tower is not depicted on 


A. 


Q. Okay. So you've got the location. Where is this 


21 location? 


22 A. That's on Highway 501, and it was where we determined 


23 that there was a vehicle accident, and that was where the 


24 accident occurred. 


25 Q. And did that accident occur around that same time those 
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1 calls were made? 


Yes. 2 


3 


A. 


Q. Were you able to confirm that accident with Body Camera 


4 footage? 


5 


6 


7 


8 


9 


10 


11 


12 


13 


14 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


Yes. 


Okay. So what is to date and time on this? 


The date and time was June 18th at 12:54 p.m. 


So this is just before those calls were made; is that 


correct? 


A. Yes, that's correct. 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


And you see Abdullah Seifullah there? 


Yes, it's the one on the right. 


Holding his driver's license? 


Yeah, he's holding what ended up being the accident 


15 form. 


16 Q. Okay. Next slide, please. Now we're on a different 


17 date. What date is this? 


18 A. This is on June 19th at 7:33 p.m. 


19 Q. Okay. What's the significance of that date? 


20 A. That was the date of the homicide. 


21 Q. What does this record show? 


22 A. This shows a phone call between Brandon Huertas' phone 


23 as the outgoing call. 


24 


25 


Q. 


A. 


Who was he calling? 


We don't know. We never got the subscriber information 


326







315 


1 from that phone number. 


Well, on the top, you've got a --2 


3 


Q. 


A. I apologize, we did get information that it was calling 


4 Enterprise Rental call. 


5 Q. Was that corroborated by the investigation? 


6 A. Yes. 


7 Q. And that was an outgoing call; is that correct? 


8 A. That's correct. 


9 Q. And looking at this location, is that this top tower 


10 here? Is that this one? 


11 A. No, that one is not. 


12 Q. A different one? 


13 A. Yeah, it's a different tower. 


14 


15 


16 


17 


Q. Does that tower location in close proximity to Dana 


Maldonado's residence? 


A. 


Q. 


Yeah, that's correct. 


So would it be fair to say that Brandon's phone was in 


18 the proximity of her residence at the time this call was made? 


19 


20 


21 


22 


23 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


Yes. 


Was that information corroborated by the investigation? 


Yes, that's correct. 


MS. WALLER: All right, next slide, please. 


Again, this is June 19th. So this is June 19, 2023. 


24 Tell me what this slide shows. 


25 A. This is a text conversation between Abdullah and Dana 
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1 Maldonado. 


2 


3 


4 


5 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


And what time of day is this? 


This is on June 19, 2023 at 10:56 p.m. 


Can you read that top one for us, please? 


The slide says -- or the text message said: We're 
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6 parked up chilling, nothing went wrong, just not rushing and 


7 doing anything stupid. Know that you're appreciated, both of 


8 you all. 


9 Q. Okay. And who sent that text? 


10 


11 


A. 


Q. 


That was sent by Abdullah to Dana Maldonado. 


Were you able to -- did you pull those texts from Dana 


12 Maldonado's phone? 


13 


14 


A. 


Q. 


Yes. 


Next slide, please. This one. What date and time was 


15 this slide? 


16 A. This was June 19th at 11:02 p.m., and it was a data 


17 connection from Brandon Huertas' phone. 


18 


19 


20 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


Do you know what time the murder occurred? 


The murder occurred at approximately 11:03. 


So this is one minute before the murder, and when you 


21 say a data connection, what is a data connection? 


22 A. A data connection could be anything from a location 


23 service from your app, or if you're using a different app that 


24 has location on it, the data connection, it could be an 


25 internet browser, it could be an e-mail, it's just meaning that 
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1 it wasn't a text conversation, it was a data connection. 


2 Q. So could a data connection be something a user 


3 initiates, like if you're scrolling Facebook? 


4 A. It could be user initiated, but it also can be phone 


5 initiated. 


6 Q. So this is my layman's term, could it be an app or 


7 something running in the background of my phone that connects 


8 without me actually doing anything at all? 


9 


10 


11 


12 


13 


14 


15 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


Yes, that's correct. 


Do you have any way to know which one it is? 


No, we have no way to know. 


And this is Brandon Huertas' phone; is that correct? 


Yes, that's correct. 


Is this from the records provided by Verizon? 


Yes, that's correct. 


16 Q. Did T-Mobile provide you data connection records for 


17 Abdullah Seifullah? 


18 A. They gave us time and duration, but we didn't have 


19 locations for it, and it was at that time that T-Mobile was 


20 combining with Sprint at the time. Sprint used to, we used to 


21 


22 


23 


24 


25 


be able to get the data connections out from, but at that time 


then T-Mobile was not providing those for us. 


Q. So you had data connection locations for Verizon but not 


T-Mobile? 


A. That's correct. 
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2 


3 


4 


5 


6 


7 


8 


9 


10 


11 


12 
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Q. That's just because of the way that they maintain their 


records; is that correct? 


A. That's correct. 


Q. But did you have from T-Mobile for Abdullah Seifullah, 


did you have location information for things like voice calls? 


A. Yes. 


MS. WALLER: Next slide, please. 


Q. This is surveillance footage from 11:03, and we've 


watched this video a number of times, so we won't re-watch it, 


but did this video show you what time the murder occurred? 


A. 


Q. 


Yeah, it showed that it was like 11:03. 


And that silver Dodge Charger that we've heard testimony 


13 Brandon Huertas was driving, was it his phone in that general 


14 location at that time? 


15 


16 


17 


18 


19 


20 


21 


22 


23 


A. Yes. 


MS. WALLER: Okay. Now go to the next one. 


Q. So now we're back to, it looks like we have records from 


Abdullah Seifullah's phone and Brandon Huertas' phone at this 


point, and that video, did you watch that video? 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


Yes. 


And you could see a man running behind the car? 


Yes, that's correct. 


Do you recall what the description of that man was from 


24 your investigation? 


25 A. I didn't -- I never got a description of it. 
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2 


3 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


That's okay. We've heard it a number of times. 


Okay. 
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So this is, this first call on the left, what time is 


4 that? 


5 


6 


7 


8 


9 


10 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


That was at 11:10 p.m. 


Okay. And what kind of call was it? 


That was an outgoing voice call. 


And who was it from? 


It was from Abdullah -- Abdullah to Brandon Huertas. 


Okay. And it's hitting, this is this tower; is that 


11 correct? 


12 


13 


14 


15 


16 


17 


18 


19 


20 


21 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


Yes, that is that tower. 


So it's hitting this tower here? 


Yes, it's hitting on there, yeah. 


Q. So it's showing there, and you can with see Planet 


Fitness on your slide there with the marker, the yellow marker. 


So it's in the vicinity of that Planet Fitness, and that is 


just a few minutes after the murder took place? 


A. Yes, that's correct. 


Q. 


A. 


Okay. And what about the bottom here? 


The bottom one is a call, it's an outgoing call from 


22 Abdullah to Brandon Huertas, and that was at 11:12 p.m. 


23 Q. Okay. And it's still in the same thing. You're in the 


24 same general area at that time? 


25 A. Yes, that's correct. 
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2 


3 


Q. And let's look at the left-hand side with Brandon 


Huertas. The first call, what is that call? 


A. That one is an incoming call, and that one was from 
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4 Abdullah to Brandon Huertas. 


5 


6 


7 


8 


9 


10 


11 


12 


13 


14 


15 


16 


17 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


What time was that? 


That was at 11:06 p.m. 


Which is? 


The time is gonna be a little bit different, and it's 


based on, when you punch the number into your phone and then 


you dial, and it depends on how long it takes that person to 


answer the phone, so there's gonna be a little bit of time 


difference on that. 


Q. But it's just mere minutes after the shooting murder of 


David Roldan-Dimas? 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


Yes. 


And what about the bottom one here? 


The bottom one is an incoming call from Abdullah to 


18 Brandon Huertas, and that one was at with 11:13 p.m. 


19 


20 


21 


22 


23 


24 


Q. 


A. 


And does it show still in that general area? 


Yes, that's correct. 


Q. Okay. So we have Abdullah Seifullah's phone hitting off 


this top tower? 


A. 


Q. 


Yes. 


And then is Brandon Huertas', is it this tower down 


25 here? 
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2 


3 


4 


5 


6 


7 


8 


9 


10 


11 


12 


13 


14 


15 


16 


17 


18 


19 


A. 


is. 


Q. 


A. 
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Yes. And that's based on who the cell phone provider 


Okay. 


So Abdullah's provider was T-Mobile, they use different 


towers, Verizon uses different towers, also, so. 


Q. And in each of these four calls, I believe, because I 


listened to it chronologically, so the first call is from 


Abdullah to Brandon? 


A. Yes, that's correct. 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


At what time? 


That was 11:10 p.m. 


Well, there, I think it says 11:06. 


Yeah, it says 11:06. My correction. 


Okay. So is that the same call? 


Yes. 


Okay. And you explained that, but it's because it's a 


little different depending on the lag time in the towers? 


A. Yes, that's correct. 


Q. Okay. So it's showing that both -- it's showing the 


20 defendant in the general vicinity of Planet Fitness right after 


21 the murder; is that correct? 


22 


23 


24 


25 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


Yes. 


And he's calling on the phone, Brandon Huertas? 


That's correct. 


MS. WALLER: Next slide. 
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2 


3 


4 


5 


6 


7 


8 


9 


10 


11 


12 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


call to 


322 


Now we're up to, still on June 19th, what time is this? 


This was at 11:32 p.m. on the 19th. 


Okay. 


And this is, the one on the left in the red, that is a 


from Abdullah to an unknown number. We didn't know 


who the subscriber was on that number. 


Q. So he just made a phone all, then at that time, 11:32, 


he was in that cone hitting this same tower up here? 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


That's correct. 


And then whose residence is within that area? 


The residence was Dana Maldonado's residence. 


And was that, his location there corroborated by your 


13 investigation· 


14 


15 


16 


17 


18 


19 


20 


21 


22 


23 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


That's correct. 


-- or by your team's investigation? 


Yes. 


Okay. What about the one on the right that says Brandon 


Huertas? 


A. The one on the right is from, it's an incoming phone 


call with Brandon Huertas on June 19th at 11:27 p.m. 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


Who's calling? 


The call party was Abdullah. 


So that was at 11:27, and the other one is 11:32; is 


24 that correct? 


25 A. That's correct. 
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1 Q. And does that call also, according to your arcs, place 


2 them near Dana's house? 


3 


4 


5 


6 


7 


8 


9 


10 


11 


A. Yes. 


MS. WALLER: Next slide, please. Okay. 


Q. This is, it looks like a continuation of that text 


conversation, or it's the beginning of the text conversation, 


what dates is this from? 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


This is on June 19th and the 20th. 


Who is this text conversation between? 


This one is between Abdullah and Dana Maldonado. 


And Dana corroborated this earlier, but did you have 


12 location data for these two texts 


13 


14 


15 


16 


17 


18 


19 


20 


21 


A. 


Q. 


No. 


-- at this time? You just didn't have those records; is 


that correct? 


A. No. The T-Mobile records didn't include the data at 


all. 


Q. But it further corroborated the investigation that the 


police department did in this case? 


A. 


Q. 


Yes. 


Okay. And this is just a continuation of that same text 


22 conversation. I believe Dana read this out loud to us. 


23 MS. WALLER: Go back one. I'm sorry, just one. Go 


24 back one more, to the texts, sorry. 


25 Q. So what time does this start? 
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1 A. This starts at 12:05 p.m. on June 19th. 


2 Q. Okay. And can you see there's a text kind of near the 


3 bottom, the next to the last, the green one that says: You all 


4 f'd up? 


5 


6 


7 


8 


9 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


Yes. 


Who sent the green texts? 


That was Dana Maldonado. 


Okay. 


And the phone records itself, we get the phone number, 


10 if they're in the contact list, if they have their own contact 


11 in their own list, it will show the name, but in this case we 


12 


13 


14 


didn't have that. 


contact list. 


Q. Oh, I see. 


So somebody didn't put in their own phone 


So when it says, "unknown," that's because 


15 that person didn't name their phone? 


16 


17 


18 


19 


20 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


Right, that's correct. 


Okay. But did you know whose phone that was? 


Yes. We knew the phone number, yeah. 


So which phone was that? 


So that was Dana Maldonado, and Brandon -- oh, or not 


21 Brandon, but Abdullah's phone. 


22 Q. And they are speaking at that point? 


23 


24 


25 


A. 


Q. 


Yes. 


MS. WALLER: And one more slide. 


Is that just the continuation of that conversation? 
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1 A. Yes. 


2 MS. WALLER: I don't have any further questions at 


3 this time, Your Honor. 


4 THE COURT: Cross-examination? 


5 MR. GARDNER: Thank you, Your Honor. 


6 CROSS-EXAMINATION 


7 BY MR. GARDNER: 


Q. That's quite a bit of work you have there. So it puts 8 


9 


10 


11 


12 


13 


14 


15 


16 


people in vicinities of areas based on the tower? 


A. Yes. 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


It won't tell us where we are? 


Not exactly, no, it gives us proximity, though. 


Proximity? 


Yes. 


Okay. Hand grenades and horses. 


Yes. 


17 Q. Okay. And I guess that was my next question, I wrote it 


18 down so I get it right. None of this tower stuff would show a 


19 jury whether or not Abdullah was in the parking lot at Planet 


20 Fitness during the murder? 


21 A. 


22 lot. 


23 


24 


25 


No. It would only give us a proximity of the parking 


MR. GARDNER: Thank you, sir. 


THE COURT: Any Redirect? 


MS. WALLER: No, sir, Your Honor. 
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1 


2 


3 


4 


5 


6 


THE COURT: You may step down, and you're free to 


leave. 


THE WITNESS: Thank you, Your Honor. 


THE COURT: You may call your next witness. 


MS. WALLER: Your Honor, may we approach? 


THE COURT: Yes. 


7 (Off the record discussion was held at the bench by 


8 Court and counsel) 


9 THE COURT: Mr. Foreman and ladies and gentlemen of 


10 the jury, sometimes the wheels of justice grind kind of slow, 


11 and a lot of times trials, depending upon a witness 


12 availability, we've got two witnesses who are not going to be 


13 able to testify until the morning, so we're going to recess 


14 until 9:30 in the morning, 9:30 sharp. Do not do any 


15 independent investigation, no social media. There has been 


16 some news coverage of this case, divert your attention from 


17 that, you need to base your decision on what transpires here in 


18 this courtroom. We'll see you back at 9:30 in the morning. Do 


19 not discuss the case amongst yourselves or with anyone else. 


20 Everyone remain seated as the jury exits the courtroom. 


21 (Jury exited the courtroom at this time) 


22 


23 


24 


25 


THE COURT: Anything from the State before we recess? 


MS. WALLER: No, sir, Your Honor. 


THE COURT: Anything from the defense? 


MR. GARDNER: No, Your Honor. 
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1 THE COURT: We'll stand at ease until 9:30 in the 


2 morning, 9:30 sharp. 


3 (Concluded for the day Wednesday, June 4, 2025 at 3:56 p.m.) 


4 


5 


6 


7 


8 


9 


10 


11 


12 


13 


14 


15 (Whereupon proceedings reconvened Thursday, June 5, 2025) 


16 THE COURT: Anything from the State before we 


17 proceed? 


18 MS. WALLER: Your Honor, the State would just like to 


19 put on the record that we are not intending to proceed on the 


20 indictment for criminal conspiracy to commit grand larceny. 


21 


22 


23 


24 


25 


that? 


THE COURT: Very good. Would you like to be heard on 


MR. GARDNER: No, Your Honor. No objection. 


THE COURT: Anything further from the defense? 


MR. GARDNER: No, Your Honor. 
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2 


3 


THE COURT: We're ready for the jury. 


MR. GARDNER: Yes, sir. 


(Jury entered the courtroom at this time) 
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4 THE COURT: Mr. Foreman, ladies and gentlemen of the 


5 jury, good morning. Once again, thank you for being here and 


6 being here on time. The State will recognize. You may call 


7 your next witness. 


8 MR. MARTIN: Thank you, Your Honor. The State calls 


9 Forensic Scientist, Jamie Green. 


10 THE COURT: Yes, sir, if you could please come 


11 forward, and I'm going to ask you if you could approach the 


12 Clerk. Take a moment to put your stuff down and place your 


13 left hand on the Bible and raise your right as she administers 


14 the oath. 


15 JAMES JAMIE GREEN WAS DULY SWORN AT THIS TIME AND 


16 TESTIFIED AS FOLLOWS: 


17 THE COURT: Have a seat in the witness chair, come up 


18 real close to that microphone, and I'm going to ask that you 


19 speak loudly, clearly and slowly in order for me to hear 


20 everything that you have to say. Let's start with your full 


21 name, please, sir. 


22 


23 


24 


25 


THE WITNESS: James Green. 


MR. MARTIN: Thank you, Your Honor. 
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2 


3 


4 


VOIR DIRE 


BY MR. MARTIN: 


Q. Where do you work? 


A. I'm employed by the South Carolina Law Enforcement 
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5 Division, commonly referred to as SLED. 


6 Q. We heard some testimony yesterday about SLED. Generally 


7 speaking, what does the South Carolina State Law Enforcement 


8 Division do? 


9 A. We provide manpower and technical expertise to law 


10 enforcement agencies throughout the state that may not have it. 


11 


12 


13 


14 


15 


16 


17 


18 


19 


20 


21 


22 


23 


Q. And regarding forensic firearm testing, are there any 


local law enforcement agencies that you know of that would be 


able to do that? 


A. Other than SLED, which encompasses the entire state, 


there are two agencies in the state that have a firearms 


laboratory. It's the Richland County Sheriff's Department and 


the Greenville County Sheriff's Department, or Greenville P.O., 


I'm sorry, Greenville Police Department, so there's only two 


other than SLED. 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


How long have you worked at SLED? 


Twenty years as of this past Monday. 


What is your current assignment at SLED? 


I'm a forensic scientist in the firearms department of 


24 the Forensic Services Laboratory. 


25 Q. What's your educational background? 
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4 


5 


6 


7 


8 


9 


10 


11 


12 


13 


14 


15 


16 
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A. I have a bachelor's and a master's, both from Charleston 


Southern University, and then when I was hired at SLED, I 


started the SLED Firearm and Toolmark Course of Instruction. 


It's about a three to three-and-a-half-year course of 


instruction studying under court qualified firearms examiners 


in an apprentice-type fashion learning to do what I do now. 


Q. And with the training that you mentioned at SLED, are 


you required to take any sort of competency exams or testing? 


A. Yes, sir. Each accreditation cycle we go through 


proficiency testing, so I'm tested in each discipline in which 


I'm qualified. 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


And you've passed those every time? 


Yes, sir. 


So you mentioned forensic scientist in the firearms 


department. What do you do? 


A. We look at fired ammunition components, fired bullets or 


17 fired cartridge cases, to determine a common origin, or more 


18 


19 


20 


21 


22 


23 


plainly put, were these cartridge cases fired by the same 


firearm, and if a firearm is submitted, were they fired by that 


firearm. 


Q. I heard the term "bullet," but are there different parts 


of a bullet, and if so, what are they called? 


A. Yes, sir, there are. When my dad was alive he would 


24 always tell me he was going to Wally World, which is what he 


25 called Walmart, to buy bullets. Well, no matter how many times 
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1 I corrected him, I was just his kid, you know, he wouldn't ever 


2 change. He was actually going to go buy a cartridge. A 


3 cartridge was a complete piece of unfired ammunition. It was 


4 composed of the cartridge case, which is just the holder for 


5 everything else, it holds the primer and the gun powder and the 


6 projectile over the bullet. When a cartridge is fired the 


7 bullet leaves the cartridge case, travels down the barrel, out 


8 the barrel towards whatever's being shot at, and the cartridge 


9 case is left, and if a semiautomatic pistol it's extracting it 


10 and ejected from the firearm, so a fired cartridge turns into 


11 two separate components when it's fired, the bullet and the 


12 cartridge case. 


13 Q. Like your dad, I use the term "bullet" incorrectly, so 


14 that was your nice way of correcting me. What about handguns, 


15 


16 


are there multiple different types of handguns? 


A. Yes, sir. The two main types of handguns are pistols 


17 and revolvers. If you've ever seen an old cowboy western where 


18 the, you know, the cowboys pull out what they call a wheel gun, 


19 that's a resolver. When you fire those, the cartridge case 


20 stays in the cylinder until the shooter manually unloads them. 


21 A pistol, usually semiautomatic, every time you pull the 


22 trigger, the cartridge case is extracted and ejected from the 


23 firearm, so it will end up on the ground somewhere around the 


24 shooter. 


25 Q. I believe you previously testified that one of your 
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1 duties is firearms identification. What exactly is that or 


2 does that mean? 


3 A. Firearms identification is a discipline of forensic 


4 science where we try to determine a common origin. Were these 


5 ammunition components, were these bullets and cartridge cases 


6 fired by the same firearm, and if a firearm's submitted, were 


7 they fired by that firearm. 


8 Q. And more specifically, what makes firearms 


9 identification possible? 


10 A. When firearms are produced, tiny scratches, or 


11 striations, are left on the working surfaces of the firearm. 


12 The breech face will have individual markings, the firearm will 


13 have individual markings, and the rifling in the barrel will 


14 have individual markings that lets us be able to tie a specific 


15 cartridge case or bullet back to a firearm. The way that's 


16 done is their manufacture, like I said, tiny microscopic marks 


17 are left. Metal has a grain structure just like sand, so if we 


18 all went to the beach with one rake and we all raked a 


19 three-foot-by-three-foot section of sand, if we all looked it 


20 from, you know, the bird's eye from standing up at eye level, 


21 it will all look the same because it's the same length, it's 


22 the same width, used by the same tool, but when you look at it 


23 closer, microscopically, the grains of same will fall different 


24 based on pressure and angle, that's the same way with firearms. 


25 I've taken studies, or taken part in studies where we looked at 
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1 worst case scenario for a firearms examiner, consecutively made 


2 firearms, made by the same tool and the same state of wear, one 


3 right after the other, after the other, after the other. Ten 


4 slides and ten barrels were made consecutively. Even though 


5 there's some similarities, you can tell between the bullet 


6 fired out of bullet one versus the bullet fired out of bullet 


7 two. Those individual characteristics are enough to where if 


8 you know what you're looking for, if you're trained, you can 


9 differentiate which bullet or which cartridge case was fired by 


10 which gun. 


11 Q. Thank you. In your 20 years at SLED, approximately if 


12 you can give a number, how many examinations have you performed 


13 in the field of firearms identification? 


14 


15 


16 


17 


18 


19 


20 


21 


22 


23 


24 


A. A lot. I would say in the tens of thousands. 


Q. Have you ever testified in your 20 years at SLED as an 


expert in firearms identification? 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


Yes, sir. 


Approximately how many times? 


I think it's exactly 130 times, and that includes both 


state and federal courts. 


Q. Would that also include General Sessions court, the 


court we're in today? 


A. Yes, sir. 


MR. MARTIN: Your Honor, at this time the State would 


25 ask to qualify this expert in the field of firearms 
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1 identification. 


2 THE COURT: Any query from the defense with regard to 


3 his qualifications? 


4 


5 


MR. GARDNER: No challenge, Your Honor. 


THE COURT: He is so qualified. I've spoken to you 


6 about how to evaluate an expert testimony, and I will charge 


7 you in greater detail later. 


8 MR. MARTIN: Thank you, Judge. 


9 DIRECT EXAMINATION 


10 BY MR. MARTIN: 


11 Q. Can you tell to jury in general terms how you conduct 


12 your examinations? 


13 A. Yes, sir. The main tool we use is a comparison 


14 microscope. It's two microscopes connected by a single optical 


15 bridge that lets us look at two objects simultaneously, and we 


16 look for the tiny microscopic scratches I was speaking of, the 


17 individual characteristics in those fired bullets, or those 


18 fired cartridge cases, to determine a common origin. 


19 Q. In addition to this comparison microscope, do you 


20 document the packaging that you're given? 


21 A. Yes, sir. Every case I work -- every case we work in 


22 the firearms department, we still do old school paper case 


23 file, so cartridge cases have a worksheet, fired bullets have 


24 their own separate worksheets, firearms have worksheets, 


25 everything we do, every examination, whether it's just a 
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1 physical examination of an item or a microscopic examination, 


2 is documented on the appropriate worksheets throughout our case 


3 file. 


4 Q. Once your examination is concluded, are there different 


5 types of conclusions that you're able to draw? 


6 


7 


8 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


Yes, sir. 


What are those? 


We have four conclusions: Positive, fired by; negative, 


9 not fired by; inconclusive, which is a fancy word for I don't 


10 know, and since where we'd give an inconclusive there would be 


11 enough markings for us to say, wow, this bullet could have been 


12 fired by this gun, but there's not enough markings for us to 


13 ma,ke the determination that, yes, it was. And then unsuitable, 


14 for identification, it could be something that's too damaged or 


15 something that doesn't have any markings on it. 


16 Q. Does SLED have a method of tracking the movement of 


17 items of evidence that are taken in at SLED and then later 


18 returned to the submitting law enforcement agency? 


19 


20 


A. 


Q. 


Yes, sir, we keep a chain of custody. 


And we've heard some testimony already about a chain of 


21 custody. Is that chain of custody kept in an ordinary course 


22 of business at SLED? 


23 A. Yes, sir. Every case that comes in the door at SLED is 


24 given its own particular SLED laboratory number that is 


25 different than the investigating agency's number. The lab 
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1 number will start with an "L," and then the year, like, '24, 


2 and then dash, and then five numbers after that. Each 


3 individual item will get its own item at SLED, and a chain of 


4 custody is literally an electronic record of physical custody 


5 of the evidence as it travels through the laboratory, so the 


6 minute it comes in the door it gets its own lab number, each 


7 item gets its own item number, and each item is individually 


8 tracked electronically as it moves its way throughout the 


9 building and then back to evidence control and then back to the 


10 submitting agency. 


11 Q. And for the case that brings you here today, you 


12 mentioned a number L23-11327. Was a chain of custody kept, in 


13 fact, kept for that case? 


14 A. Yes, sir, it's kept for every case. 


15 MR. MARTIN: I have previously shown State's 79 to 


16 the defense. May I approach the witness, Your Honor? 


17 


18 


19 


20 


21 


22 


23 


MR. GARDNER: We have no objection, Your Honor. 


MR. MARTIN: We ask that the chain of custody for 


this case, State's 79, be admitted into evidence, if the 


witness can identify it. 


A. Yes, sir, State's Exhibit 79 is the chain of custody in 


this case. 


MR. MARTIN: We ask that that be admitted into 


24 evidence, Your Honor. 


25 MR. GARDNER: No objection. 
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THE COURT: It's into evidence. 


(State's Exhibit No. 79 was admitted into evidence.) 


You mentioned how you do your examinations. These 


4 conclusions and what you've done, do you memorialize it in a 


5 report? 


6 A. Yes, sir. Any time in the firearms department we give a 


7 conclusion where we say something was fired by something, or 


8 these cartridge cases were fired by the same firearm or not, 


9 any conclusion rendered to those four I spoke out a few minutes 


10 ago, a former report is issued. 


11 Q. And for L23-11327, did you, in fact, do a report in this 


12 case? 


13 


14 


15 


16 


17 


18 


19 


20 


21 


A. 


Q. 


Q. 


Yes, sir. 


And I've previously shown State's 80 to the defense. 


MR. MARTIN: May I approach, Judge? 


THE COURT: Yes. 


Is this, in fact, your report for which you examined in 


this case, fair and accurate copy? 


A. Yes, sir, this is a copy of the report I issued for 


State's Exhibit 80. 


MR. MARTIN: We'd ask that that report be admitted 


22 into evidence, Your Honor. 


23 


24 


25 


MR. GARDNER: No objection, Your Honor. 


THE COURT: It's into evidence. 


(State's Exhibit No. 80 was admitted into evidence.) 
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1 Q. So we'll just kind of follow along with the report here. 


2 Were you given a firearm to actually examine in this case? 


3 


4 


5 


6 


7 


8 


9 


10 


A. 


Q. 


Yes, sir, I was. 


Can you tell us what kind of firearm that was? 


A. SLED Item five was a Taurus Model PT-111 Millennium G2 


semiautomatic pistol, it was chambered a nine millimeter Luger 


caliber with a Serial Number of: PJO34833, and it also came 


with an accessory and an envelope indicating it's containing 


previously fired test specimens. 


Q. Thank you. If I show you the actual gun, State's 9 


11 that's already into evidence, could you look at it and see if 


12 that is, in fact, the gun in this case? 


13 


14 


15 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


Yes, sir. 


Take your time. 


Yes, sir. State's Exhibit 9 is the firearm I examined 


16 as SLED Item five in this case. 


17 Q. Thank you. And previously put into evidence, State's 


18 10. You mentioned accessories. Can I approach with this and 


19 see if you recognize these magazines? 


20 A. Yes, sir. State's Exhibit 10 is made up of SLED Item 


21 seven, which were two Taurus brand magazines. 


Q. If I could get the gun back from you. 


with the gun? 


What did you do 22 


23 


24 A. When we receive any evidence in the lab for firearms, 


25 we'll inventory it immediately, when we take custody of it 
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1 we'll get it back and we start working the case. We'll take 


2 photographs of how it's packaged so we know how to repackage it 


3 when it goes back, and we'll inventory it, so we're supposed to 


4 have two cartridge cases and a bullet and a gun and magazines, 


5 I make sure I have everything I'm supposed to have, make sure 


6 the serial number on the gun matches the serial number on the 


7 submission documents, if not, figure out why. In this 


8 instance, they had actually mistyped the third character of the 


9 serial number as the letter zero excuse me -- the number 


10 zero, instead of the letter "O," it was the letter ''O," same 


11 gun, just a transposition of numbers. Once we do that on the 


12 firearms, we make sure it's safe to fire. I like my fingers, I 


13 like my eyes, I'm not gonna shoot anything that's not safe. So 


14 once I determined it was safe to fire and I took pictures and I 


15 wrote up the worksheet, I test fired it to get fired bullets 


16 and fired bullets and fired cartridge cases that I know came 


17 out of that gun beyond a shadow of doubt because I fired them 


18 myself. Then I'll compare those test bullets with each other 


19 to see if the gun is marking consistently for the bullets, and 


20 then I'll compare the cartridge cases microscopically to see if 


21 the gun's marking consistently on the cartridge cases. If so, 


22 I'll then compare the test bullets to any evidence bullets I 


23 have in the case, and I'll compare the test cartridge cases to 


24 any evidence cartridges cases I have in the case. 


25 Q. And you may have covered this and I may have missed it, 
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1 but when you did your test firing, did you, in fact, use those 


2 magazines that I with just showed you? 


3 A. Yes, sir. I used both of the State's Exhibit 10 


4 magazines to fire the pistol. 


5 


6 


Q. 


A. 


And why is it that you use those? 


If we have magazines that fit and function in a firearm 


7 in the case, if they are all in the same case, we'll use those 


8 magazines, and that's what happened in this case. 


9 MR. MARTIN: I'm going approach. I'm showing it the 


10 defense, it's SLED 5.1, State's 87. May I approach? 


11 


12 


Q. 


A. 


What are we looking at here? 


State's 87 is a SLED test fire envelope. It's still 


13 sealed, so what this does is it has the test cartridge cases 


14 and test bullets by fired out of the Item five, or SLED Item 


15 five pistol I examined in this case. These are the test 


16 specimens that I used for comparisons, or microscopic 


17 comparisons with the fired ammunition components that were 


18 submitted. 


19 MR. MARTIN: Your Honor, at this time the State 


20 requests that item of evidence be admitted. 


21 


22 


23 


24 Q. 


MR. GARDNER: No objection, Your Honor. 


THE COURT: It's into evidence. 


(State's Exhibit No. 87 was admitted into evidence.) 


I'm going to approach with what's already been put into 


25 evidence as State's 7, it's your item number four from your 
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1 report, a bullet listed as found on the ground after moving 


2 victim. Could you look at this and see if this is, in fact, 


3 


4 


5 


6 


7 


8 


9 


what you were referring to? 


A. Yes, sir. State's Exhibit 7 is the SLED Item four 


bullet I examined in this case. 


Q. When you examined it, what was the condition of that 


bullet? 


A. Meaning, was it damaged or was it fired? 


Q. No. I note on your -- when you brought it in, what to 


10 you do with the bullet? Do you have to clean it in any way, or 


11 do you have to do anything to it? 


12 A. When we examine fired imaging components, bullets, 


13 specifically, if they came from inside a victim or under a 


14 victim, we look for trace material, or if it goes through a 


15 wall, we look for any kind of trace material. Is there blood, 


16 is there fiber, is there hairs, anything like that? If it 


17 comes out of a victim or from under a victim, I'm going to 


18 decontaminate it. So I decontaminated it with some chemicals 


19 we have at the laboratory before I conducted my examinations. 


20 


21 


22 


Q. And when you examined that bullet, what conclusion, if 


any, were you able to draw? 


A. When we're looking at bullets, it's a little different 


23 than when we're looking at cartridge cases. When we're looking 


24 at cartridge cases, you read the head stamp, you know what the 


25 caliber of the cartridge case is. When we look at bullets, we 
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1 look at what we call the OPC's, the observable physical 


2 characteristics. There are certain characteristics, weight, 


3 measurements, that are unique to certain calibers. So when I 


4 looked at State's Exhibit 7, the bullet, I looked at the OPC's, 


5 and from those OPC's, I was able to determine that the bullet 


6 was most consistent with a bullet loaded into a nine millimeter 


7 Luger caliber cartridge. It had similar rifling 


8 characteristics, the number of lands and grooves, direction of 


9 twist, as the pistol I examined, so the class of 


10 characteristics were similar, so then I was able to 


11 determine -- excuse me -- once the class characteristics were 


12 similar, then I moved on to a microscopic comparisons. If the 


13 class characteristics were wrong, there would not have been a 


14 need to do any microscopic comparisons. So since the 


15 characteristics were similar, I compared State's Exhibit 7 with 


16 test fires from the pistol I examined. 


17 


18 


19 


Q. And what were the conclusions of that? 


A. The bullet that was listed on the evidence intake forms 


is found on the ground after moving the victim was fired by the 


20 pistol I examined. 


21 Q. Thank you. Now, this is in evidence, State's 6, and I'm 


22 going to show you and in your report it's mentioned as: 


23 Cartridge case found on ground near black jeep. Is this, in 


24 fact, the cartridge case that you were given, one of the two 


25 that you were given, to examine? 
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A. Yes, sir. State's Exhibit six was the fired cartridge 


case I examined, the SLED Item two. 


Q. And again, same question as before, after conducting 


your examination, what conclusion, if any, were you able to 


draw with regards to that item? 


A. SLED item 6 -- excuse me State's Exhibit 6, SLED Item 


two, was fired by the firearm that I examined. 


Q. Were you also given another case to examine in this 


case? 


A. 


Q. 


Yes, sir. 


I'm going to approach with State's 11, already in 


12 evidence, of casing, it's noted in your report as: Casing in 


13 chamber of the Taurus. See if this is, in fact, the other case 


14 that you had to review and examine. 


15 


16 


17 


18 


19 


20 


21 


A. Yes, sir. State's Exhibit 11 was the fired cartridge I 


examined as SLED Item six. 


Q. And same question, what conclusion, if any, were you 


able to draw with that item? 


A. State's Exhibit 11 was fired by the SLED item five 


pistol I examined in this case. 


Q. And just to follow up, that particular item matches the 


22 gun in this case? 


23 


24 


25 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


Yes, sir. 


And the previous case matches the gun in this case? 


Yes, sir, both cartridge cases I examined were fired by 
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1 to pistol I examined. 


2 


3 


4 


5 


6 


7 


8 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


And the bullet, same thing, matches in this case? 


Yes, sir. 


Now, the one that I just passed up to you that was found 


in the chamber, anything significant about that? 


A. In what way? 


Q. 


A. 


In how it was found within the chamber. 


Sometimes semiautomatic pistols hiccup, sometimes they 


9 malfunction and they don't extract and eject like they're 


10 supposed to. There's a whole bunch of reasons why that can 


11 happen. Sometimes it happens when we're test firing, sometimes 


12 it happens when I'm out shooting on the range. I don't have 


13 


14 


15 


16 


17 


18 


19 


any idea why, just sometimes a cartridge case will fail to 


extract and eject on a firearm, just working perfectly fine, up 


until that point. 


Q. You previously talked about semiautomatic pistols, how 


would it normally eject if things were functioning properly 


with the gun? 


A. The firearm I examined has a staning ejector and an 


20 extractor that's on the slide, on the right side of the slide. 


21 So once the cartridge is fired and the bullet goes down the 


22 barrel, Newton in physics equal an opposite reaction if the 


23 cartridge case goes back up against the breech face, the 


24 firearm mechanism unlocks, is what the term is, the slide 


25 starts moving to the rear. As the slide moves to the rear, 
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1 that extractor has a hold of the cartridge case, and when it 


2 goes all the way back to where the ejector is exposed, the 


3 cartridge case hits the ejector, and isn't expelled from the 


4 cartridge case -- excuse me, expelled from the pistol, and then 


5 the slide moves forward and takes the next cartridge off the 


6 top of the magazine and loads it into the chamber. And like I 


7 said, sometimes that doesn't happen for a whole host of 


8 reasons, it doesn't extract or eject. 


9 Q. So all three of these items that you examined fired by 


10 this gun? 


11 


12 


A. Yes, sir. 


MR. MARTIN: Your Honor, the State doesn't have 


13 anymore questions for this witness at this time. 


14 THE COURT: Cross-examination? 


15 MR. GARDNER: Very brief follow-up, Your Honor. 


16 CROSS-EXAMINATION 


17 BY MR. GARDNER: 


18 Q. Good morning, sir. Thank you. That was a very thorough 


19 report, I just got to ask you the question I think we all know 


20 the answer to: You can tell that the bullet came from that 


21 particular gun, but you can't tell who shot or fired that 


22 weapon, correct? 


23 A. Correct. I can say, these cartridge cases were fired by 


24 this firearm, or this bullet was fired by this firearm. I 


25 cannot say who fired it, when they fired it, and why they 
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1 fired, any of that. 


2 Q. And you can't tell who put that weapon in anybody's 


3 bedroom? You don't have any information about that? 


No, sir. 4 


5 


A. 


Q. Okay. So all we've got is that this, whatever you call 


6 it, "cartridge," "bullet," came out of that gun? 


7 


8 


9 


A. Yes, sir. The two cartridge cases I examined and the 


10 


11 


12 


one bullet I 


MR. 


THE 


MR. 


THE 


examined 


GARDNER: 


COURT: 


MARTIN: 


COURT: 


were fired by the pistol. 


Thank you, Your Honor. 


Redirect? 


No, Your Honor. 


You may step down, and you're free 


13 leave. Thank you, sir. You may call your next witness. 


to 


14 MS. WALLER: Your Honor, the State calls Catherine 


15 Leisy. 


16 THE COURT: Yes, ma'am. Take a moment to put your 


17 papers down, place your left hand on the Bible and raise your 


18 right hand as the Clerk administers the oath. 


19 THE CLERK: Do you solemnly swear or affirm the 


20 evidence you're about to give the Court in this case will be 


21 the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, so help 


22 you God. 


23 THE WITNESS: I do. 


24 CATHERINE LEISY WAS DULY SWORN AT THIS TIME AND 


25 TESTIFIED AS FOLLOWS: 
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1 THE COURT: Come around and have a seat in the 


2 witness chair. I'm going to ask if you could pull up real 


3 close to that microphone and speak loudly, clearly and slowly 


4 in order for me to hear everything that you have to say. Let's 


5 start with your full name, please, ma'am. 


6 


7 


8 


THE WITNESS: Catherine Leisy, L-E-I-S-Y. 


THE COURT: Very good. Yes, ma'am? 


VOIR DIRE 


9 BY MS. WALLER: 


10 


11 


12 


13 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


Good morning, Ms. Leisy. 


Good morning. 


Where do you work? 


I work for the South Carolina Law Enforcement Division, 


14 more commonly referred to as SLED. 


15 Q. And we just heard Jamie Green, who also works at SLED 


16 testify. Do you work in the same department he works in? 


17 A. I do not. 


18 Q. Which department do you work in? 


19 A. I am assigned to the DNA casework department, and right 


20 now, specifically, I work primarily homicides and violent crime 


21 cases. 


22 Q. So I want to just talk a little bit about SLED. We just 


23 heard about two departments. What is SLED, the whole thing? 


24 A. So overall, the agency itself is, essentially, a 


25 supporting agency for all forms of law enforcement that operate 
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1 within the State of South Carolina. As Agent Green mentioned, 


2 we may provide manpower to smaller agencies that need 


3 assistance with an investigation. We also provide forensic 


4 


5 


6 


7 


8 


9 


10 


11 


12 


13 


14 


analysis for agencies that don't have their own laboratories. 


So specifically, with DNA especially, we work cases that may be 


submitted by local, small police departments, they may be from 


counties, they may be from other state agencies within South 


Carolina. We also process evidence that is submitted by 


federal agencies that operate within the state. Essentially, 


our job is to assist in investigations in any way that we're 


requested to, be it, with manpower, or technology. 


Q. So you said -- do most local law enforcement agencies in 


South Carolina have their own DNA lab? 


A. They do not. So currently within the state, Beaufort 


15 County, Orangeburg County, Greenville County, Richland County, 


16 all have laboratories. We still do some cases that come from 


17 those agencies, occasionally, but we do the bulk of the DNA 


18 cases throughout the state. 


19 Q. And I didn't hear you say Horry County. Does Horry 


20 County have its own DNA lab here in Horry County? 


21 


22 


23 


24 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


No, ma'am. 


Thank you. How long have you been employed at SLED? 


Nineteen years. 


What's your current position? I believe you told me. 


25 Do you mind telling me again? 
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1 


2 


3 


4 


5 


A. I am a forensic scientist assigned to the DNA case work 


department. 


Q. What does a forensic scientist assigned to the DNA 


casework department do? 


A. My responsibilities, primarily, are to process forensic 


6 cases, generate reports based on the results and conclusions 


7 drawn in those cases and testify to reports, if necessary. I 


8 also assist in the training of less experienced analysts within 


9 the laboratory, and training of investigators and solicitors 


10 throughout the state. I also have certain quality control 


11 duties within the laboratory, and as a forensic scientist, 


12 ultimately, my job is to try to develop a DNA profile from 


13 unidentified biological material that's either left at a crime 


14 scene or on an item of evidence, and compare it to the DNA of a 


15 known individual to try and determine whether or not that 


16 individual has contributed that biological material. 


17 


18 


19 


20 


21 


Q. What's your educational background? 


A. I have a Bachelor of Science degree in genetic 


engineering from Cedar Crest College in Allentown, 


Pennsylvania. 


Q. Did you receive any other specialized training or to be 


22 a DNA analyst at SLED? 


23 A. I did. So once I came to work at SLED, I received 


24 in-house training by other court-qualified analysts in all the 


25 different types and analyses I'm required to perform. In 
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1 addition to that, prior to my time at SLED, I spent 


2 approximately four years working at a private testing facility 


3 that at the time was known as Orchid Cellmark, and was located 


4 in Germantown, Maryland, and I ran the same types of tests and 


5 analyses there that I do at SLED. 


6 


7 


8 


9 


Q. Do you have to pass proficiency exams in order to 


maintain your position at SLED? 


A. I do. We take multiple proficiency tests within a year, 


and proficiency tests are basically like practice tests. They 


10 are purchased from another laboratory. The answer is known to 


11 the laboratory that we buy these tests from, and we then work 


12 those tests as we would a normal case. We should be getting 


13 the known answer, obviously, and it shows both that I am 


14 following protocols and doing my job correctly, as well as 


15 showing that the protocols as written by the laboratory are 


16 working as they're supposed. 


17 


18 


19 


20 


21 


22 


23 


24 


Q. 


A. 


Have you always passed your proficiency exams? 


Yes, ma'am. 


Q. Have you ever been called to testify as expert in the 


area of DNA analysis in courts in South Carolina? 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


Yes, ma'am. 


Approximately how many times? 


I would say, approximately 150. 


Are any of those times in criminal court, or General 


25 Sessions court, as we're here for today? 
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A. The vast majority would be General Sessions. I've also 


testified twice in federal court, as well as once at a United 


States Military Court Marshal at Fort Jackson in Columbia. 


Q. Has any Court ever declined to qualify you as an expert? 


A. No. We're not always offered as experts, that's really 


up to the prosecutor in the case, but every time I have been 


offered as an expert, I have been accepted. 


MS. WALLER: Your Honor, at this time the State would 


9 offer this witness as an expert in the field of DNA analysis. 


10 THE COURT: Any query with regard to her 


11 qualifications? 


12 


13 


14 


15 


16 


17 


18 


19 


MR. GARDNER: No, Your Honor, none whatsoever. 


THE COURT: She is so qualified. 


MS. WALLER: Thank you. 


DIRECT EXAMINATION 


BY MS. WALLER: 


Q. Can you briefly describe the general procedure for DNA 


testing? 


A. Basically, what we're doing when we get a DNA item of 


20 evidence in is we are first extracting DNA, so we're breaking 


21 apart the cells that may be present on that item to release the 


22 DNA that's present. So we extract it, purify it, so we've got 


23 now a collection of DNA. We then quantify the amount that's 


24 present, so basically, it's just a test that gives us a general 


25 idea of how much DNA is present overall, and the test that we 
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1 use also gives us a breakdown to tell us roughly how much of 


2 that DNA is male. We then perform a process call would PCR, 


3 which stands for Polymerase Chain Reaction, and we're testing 


4 locations in the DNA that are called STR's, which stands for 


5 Short Tandem Repeats, and an STR is a location in our DNA where 


6 a short core unit of DNA repeats a certain number of times, and 


7 by using this PCR process we can make millions of copies of 


8 these STR locations. So because we have one copy of DNA from 


9 our mother and one copy from our father, we have two copies of 


10 each of these locations, so essentially all we're doing is 


11 counting the number of repeats. So it would have given an STR 


12 location if the DNA I inherited from my mother has ten copies 


13 of this repeat unit and the DNA I inherited from my father has 


14 12 copies, my DNA types at that location are simply ten and 12, 


15 I'm just counting up that number of repeats. And I'm testing 


16 21 locations, as well as three gender markers to generate a 


17 profile, and it's this overall collection of DNA at all of 


18 these locations that gives us what we call a DNA profile. If I 


19 can successfully generate a DNA profile from an item of 


20 evidence, I can then compare it to the DNA profile of a known 


21 individual, and that comparison will allow me to determine 


22 whether or not that individual could be contributing. 


23 Q. Thank you. If that method that you just described a 


24 standard practice used in the scientific community? 


25 A. It is. That is widely accepted method both within the 
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1 United States and all over the world. 


2 Q. And you mentioned that you have quality control units at 


3 SLED? 


4 


5 


A. 


Q. 


That's correct. 


Does SLED lab have those quality control protocols in 


6 place for your lab? 


7 A. We do. That can range anywhere from the checking of 


8 validation of instrumentation to ensure all of the instruments 


9 are working as they're supposed to. We perform quality control 


10 testing on all of the chemicals that we use to ensure that 


11 there are no contaminants present, meaning there are not 


12 foreign sources of DNA that may get added to the sample. We 


13 also test everything from temperatures of heating elements that 


14 we need for certain steps. It's just, again, to make sure that 


15 all of the instrumentation, all of the materials we use are 


16 working as we expect them to, and that they're not going to 


17 introduce or damage the DNA. 


18 


19 


20 


21 


22 


23 


24 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


Is SLED's lab accredited by any organizations? 


Yes, it is. 


What accreditations does SLED's lab have? 


A. SLED is accredited by the ANSI National Accreditation 


Board, and accreditation is a voluntary process that forensic 


labs can choose to participate in to show that they meet 


certain standards and guidelines that have been put in place to 


25 ensure quality and consistency in forensic testing, and we are 
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1 audited by this organization on a regular basis to make sure 


2 that we are following the guidelines and the protocols that 


3 have been put in place for us. 


4 Q. Thank you. So let's start with kind of really basic 


5 basics. What is DNA on a basic level? 


6 A. So DNA stands for, Deoxyribonucleic Acid. It's the 


7 genetic material found in all of our bodies cells with the 


8 exception of our red blood cells, and DNA is packaged into 


9 structures called chromosomes, which contain our genes, and 


10 genes are simply strands of DNA that come from our physical 


11 characteristics, such as our height or our eye color, and as I 


12 mentioned, we inherit one copy of DNA from our mother and one 


13 from our father, and therefore, we have two copies of every 


14 gene. With the exception of identical twins, we expect each 


15 individual to have overall their own unique set of DNA, but in 


16 terms of forensic DNA testing, approximately 99.9 percent of an 


17 individual's DNA is identical to that of everyone else's, and 


18 it's by testing that remaining .1 percent for variation, that 


19 we're allowed to tell different people apart. 


20 Q. And correct me if I'm wrong, I believe you just said, 


21 other than identical twins each person that exists in the world 


22 would have a different DNA profile based on that .1 percent? 


23 


24 


A. 


Q. 


That's correct. 


So I'm going to direct your attention to the case we're 


25 here for today, and I believe it's SLED Number L2311327. Did 
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1 you examine a number of items for this case and note your 


2 conclusions in a report? 


3 


4 


5 


6 


A. 


Q. 


Yes, I did. 


MS. WALLER: May I approach, Your Honor? 


THE COURT: Yes. 


I'm going to hand you what's been marked as State's 


7 Exhibit 79 and 81. Seventy-nine is already in evidence. Is 


8 that a copy of the chain of evidence for the items that you 


9 examined in this case? 


10 


11 


12 


13 


14 


15 


16 


A. Yes. State's Exhibit 79 is a copy of SLED's chain of 


custody specific to this case. 


Q. And does that chain of custody list every single person, 


including the law enforcement officer who brought the items to 


SLED and every person at SLED who would have touched these 


items? 


A. It does. It includes a list of every individual who 


17 would have had that item in their custody. It also includes 


18 storage locations, so if it's placed on a specific shelf in the 


19 evidence control department, that storage location is also 


20 reflected on the chain. So it's not just the people who've had 


21 custody of it, it's every place in the building that that item 


22 has been stored. 


23 


24 


25 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


And is SLED's storage secure? 


It is. 


When SLED receives items from local law enforcement, if 
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1 those items have been damaged or tampered with or opened in any 


2 way, does SLED test those items? 


3 A. No. If there's indication that there's been any 


4 tampering of an item, it will not be tested. 


5 Q. You also have State's Exhibit 81. Is that a copy of 


6 your report? 


7 


8 


9 


10 


11 


12 


A. 


like 


Q. 


A. 


Yes, it is. 


MS. WALLER: Your Honor, at this time the State would 


Is that kept in ordinary course of business? 


It is. 


MS. WALLER: The State would move to introduce 


13 Exhibit No. 81 into evidence. 


14 


15 


16 


17 


18 


19 


20 


21 


22 


23 


MR. GARDNER: No objection, Your Honor. 


THE COURT: It's into evidence. 


(State's Exhibit No. 81 was admitted into evidence.) 


Q. When I'm looking at this report at the very top, it 


says: Supplemental. Why does it say, "supplemental"? Why is 


that the title? 


A. It indicates "supplemental" because this was the second 


report that I issued in this case. Initially, my first report 


contained only the items of evidence that were submitted and 


two known standards, so swabs that were taken from two 


24 specifically known individuals. At a later date there were 


25 swabs from two additional individuals submitted, so after 
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analysis of those two additional swabs I combined all of the 


information both from the first report and with the comparisons 


to those second individuals, and issued the supplemental, which 


contains all of the materials that I tested. 


Q. So the supplemental report contains everything that was 


in the first report and some additional information; is that 


correct? 


A. That's correct. 


Q. Do you know, were the first two known standards that you 


10 tested, one for Dana Maldonado, and the other for David 


11 Roldan-Dimas? 


12 


13 


A. 


Q. 


That's correct. 


And were the second two for Abdullah Seifullah and 


14 Brandon Huertas? 


15 


16 


17 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


Yes, they were. 


Okay. So just briefly, what is touch DNA? 


Touch DNA is a type of DNA that happens through physical 


18 transfer. So a lot of the cases that we work, what we're 


19 looking for is the bodily fluids, so blood, semen or saliva. 


20 When we get an item in with a touch DNA request, that's 


21 something that someone has touched or been in contact with. So 


22 imagine you're sitting at home, you're watching TV, you're 


23 handling the remote control. As you hold that in your hand, 


24 you would expect there to be some level of transfer of your 


25 skin cells, and therefore, of your DNA from your hand to the 


369







358 


1 remote control. So when we get a touch request, it's typically 


2 just through the physical contact between an individual and the 


3 item, or between two individuals. 


4 Q. Okay. So just by way of example, you said remote 


5 control, if I pick up this remote control and put it down, will 


6 my DNA be there? 


7 A. We would certainly expect some level of transfer. 


8 Whether or not it's detectable by our means of testing depends 


9 on how much DNA is present, how much DNA may be there from 


10 other people, so there are a lot of different factors that can 


11 go into it, but there would be some level of transfer from your 


12 hand to that item. 


13 Q. So would it be accurate to say that when it comes to 


14 testing, you don't know if you're going to find my DNA on an 


15 item until you find it or not, even if I've touched it? 


16 


17 


A. 


Q. 


That's correct. 


All right. You went through the standard procedure that 


18 you used, generally, to generate these DNA profiles, is that 


19 the method you use to test the items in this case? 


20 


21 


A. 


Q. 


Yes, it is. 


Okay. Can you explain, and you've said this word a few 


22 times, a known standard. What is a known standard? 


23 A. A known standard is a sample collected from a known 


24 individual that we then develop a profile from, and we use that 


25 profile to compare to the evidence profiles to determine 
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1 whether or not that individual could be contributing. The two 


2 most common types of known standards we receive are either 


3 blood, be it, liquid, or a dried blood spot, or in this case we 


4 received sets of buccal swabs, and buccal swabs are simply 


5 cotton swabs that look just like a Q-Tip. It's rubbed against 


6 the inside of an individual's cheek to collect cells from that 


7 area. We then use the DNA from those cells to develop to DNA 


8 profile of that known individual. 


9 Q. I'm going to approach and show you what's been marked as 


10 State's Exhibit 8, 23, 5 & 22. Could you examine these items, 


11 and we'll go through them one by one, and tell me if you 


12 recognize them and what each one of those is. 


13 A. So I do recognize each of the items, and I'm basing that 


14 on the SLED Case Number and Item Number so that appears both on 


15 the Bar Code on each heat-sealed pouch, as well as my 


16 handwritten documentation on the envelope within the pouch, so 


17 State's Exhibit Five is SLED Item one, which would be buccal 


18 swabs identified as being from Dana Maldonado. State's Exhibit 


19 8 corresponds with SLED Item Number 3, buccal swabs from David 


20 Roldan-Dimas. State's Exhibit 23, which corresponds to SLED 


21 Item Number 14, buccal swabs from Brandon Huertas. And State's 


22 Exhibit 22, which corresponds to SLED Item Number 15, buccal 


23 swabs from Abdullah Seifullah. 


24 Q. Were you able to generate DNA profiles using those known 


25 standards for each of those individuals? 
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Yes, I was. 


Were you given some items of evidence to test to try to 


3 locate DNA on some items? 


4 


5 


6 


7 


8 


9 


10 


11 


12 


13 


14 


15 


16 


A. Yes, I was. 


Q. I'm going to show you what's been marked, we'll start 


with States Exhibits, and this is opened since there were two 


items in here, but this is Item 21 and 20. 


A. So State's Exhibit 21 corresponds to SLED Item Number 


12, which would be swabs from gray Charger, and I believe that 


would be from the steering wheel on Item 12. 


Q. Okay. So let's talk about that. Were you able for Item 


Number 12 to develop a DNA profile suitable for comparison to 


those known standards? 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


Yes, I was. 


And what was your conclusion? 


So when we do a comparison when we develop a profile 


17 from evidence, we first have to determine the number of 


18 contributors to that profile, so is it DNA from one person, or 


19 is it DNA from multiple people? For SLED Item 12, the swabs 


20 from the steering wheel, I determined that the DNA profile is a 


21 mixture of DNA from three individuals. I then compare each of 


22 the known DNA profiles from the known standards that were sent 


23 to that profile, and we perform a calculation and 


24 interpretation that is called a likelihood ratio. So a 


25 likelihood ratio is two possible explanations for the DNA 
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1 profile, and the likelihood ratio value that's calculated 


2 provides support for which of those two possible explanations 


3 is more likely. So when we're talking about DNA analysis, it's 


4 the DNA profile itself that is sort of the event that has 


5 happened that the likelihood ratio is based on, and I have to 


6 develop two possible explanations for that profile. So for 


7 Item 12, because it's a mixture of three individuals, my first 


8 possible explanation for this profile is that, let's say for 


9 David Roldan-Dimas, it's that David Roldan-Dimas and two 


10 unidentified unrelated individuals have contributed to the 


11 profile, because, again, I have to have a total of three 


12 people. 


13 The second possible explanation would be that it is 


14 three unidentified unrelated individuals who have contributed. 


15 So when I do that comparison, I have several different possible 


16 conclusions. The first being that there is support that I'm 


17 


18 


19 


20 


21 


22 


23 


24 


25 


seeing this profile because this particular individual 


contributed, support that I'm seeing it because someone else 


has contributed instead of that individual, I can just flatly 


exclude someone as a contributor, meaning that there is no 


consistency, no indication that they contributed to the 


profile, or it could just be inconclusive, essentially, there's 


not strong support either way for that individual being a 


contributor. 


Q. I'm gonna stop you right there for one moment. 
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Yes, ma'am. 


So you said it was a mixture of three different people? 


Correct. 


Well, let's back up before that. Do you participate in 


5 the investigation of the cases that you receive, other than 


6 doing forensic testing, at all? 


7 


8 


9 


10 


11 


12 


13 


14 


15 


16 


17 


18 


A. I do not. I perform work only on the items that are 


submitted by the agency who it was performed. 


Q. Do you have some basic information about the underlying 


facts of the case before you get started? 


A. Ideally, yes. Sometimes we get more information in some 


cases than others, but we do ask certain questions about why an 


item is probative or why it might be informative to a case, 


where an item is collected from, and just basically, how it 


relates to what we're doing. 


Q. And does that kind of direct your analysis in the way 


you develop your proposition sets? 


A. Basically, with the proposition sets, it's essentially 


19 doing a comparison of each known individual, with the first 


20 possible explanation being that, yes, they are a contributor, 


21 and the second being that, no, they are not, and then it 


22 depends on how many people contributed to that mixture. It 


23 kind of helps us fill out those possible explanations. 


24 


25 


Q. 


A. 


So you're kind of doing the same method every time? 


That's correct. 
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Q. And why would you find the mixture of three individuals 


on an item? What are some likely explanations for that? 


A. For an item such as a steering wheel, it could be an 


indication that we've had multiple people driving that car, so 


different individuals touching the steering wheel could be 


leaving their DNA on that steering wheel, but we also have what 


7 is a known occurrence called secondary transfer. So let's say 


8 I've got, you know, I've touched an item that someone else's 


9 DNA is present on. I may then have their DNA on my hand, so 


10 when I get in my car to drive home, it's possible that I can 


11 transfer their DNA from my hand to that steering wheel. So we 


12 can have direct transfer from an individual to the item, we can 


13 also have that type of secondary transfer. So I can't tell 


14 exactly how the transfer occurred, just that the DNA was 


15 present when I tested. 


16 Q. Just that the DNA was there? 


17 


18 


A. 


Q. 


Correct. 


So for, let's look at the steering wheel, let's swap 


19 with the steering wheel, proposition set one, what conclusion 


20 were you able to draw based upon that proposition set? Could 


21 


22 


23 


you just explain it to us, please? 


A. Sure. Based on the comparisons, I was able to exclude 


both David Roldan-Dimas and dim mothers and Abdullah Seifullah 


24 as contributors to this three-person mixture. When I performed 


25 the calculation with the profile from Dana Maldonado, it was 
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1 determined that the DNA profile is approximately 260 times more 


2 likely if Dana Maldonado and two unidentified unrelated 


3 individuals contributed to the mixture, than if three 


4 unidentified unrelated individuals contributed, and that would 


5 provide, what we would consider moderate support, for that 


6 being the more likely explanation for this profile, and then as 


7 far as Brandon Huertas, it was determined that the DNA profile 


8 is approximately 28 quadrillion times more likely if Brandon 


9 Huertas and two unidentified unrelated individuals contributed 


10 to the mixture, then if three unidentified unrelated 


11 individuals contributed, and that would be considered very 


12 strong support for that being the explanation for the profile 


13 that was developed. 


14 Q. Okay. And we heard, so it sounds like, and you have to 


15 correct me if I'm wrong, it sounds like you identified out of 


16 the three people who had DNA present on that steering wheel, 


17 


18 


you identified two of the contributors? 


A. It's not necessarily an identification, again, a 


19 likelihood ratio is a measure of how many times more likely we 


20 are to see this specific profile if a particular individual 


21 contributed than if they didn't. So we're not identifying it, 


22 it's just a measure of how many more times more likely we are 


23 to see it, and especially in terms of Dana Maldonado's result, 


24 it was only 260, which does support the idea that we're seeing 


25 this profile because this individual contributed, but again, 
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1 that's considered what we call moderate support based on our 


2 verbal equivalents, where as 28 quadrillion for Brandon Huertas 


3 would be considered very strong support. And we actually take 


4 that a step further, because for both Dana Maldonado and 


5 Brandon Huertas, we have what we consider potentially 


6 inclusionary values, meaning it provides support for them being 


7 contributors. We then run a comparison with both of those 


8 individuals to that item at the same time. Essentially, we 


9 kind of see if the puzzle pieces might fit together if it's 


10 possible that they both contributed to that three-person 


11 mixture. So in that instance, my possible explanations would 


12 be that it is Dana Maldonado, Brandon Huertas, and one 


13 unidentified unrelated individual contributing, or that it is, 


14 in fact, three unidentified unrelated individuals contributing, 


15 and based on that comparison the profile is approximately 1.3 


16 sextillion times more likely if it's Dana Maldonado, Brandon 


17 Huertas and an unidentified unrelated individual contributing, 


18 than if it is three unidentified unrelated individuals, and 


19 what that indicates to us is that it is possible that it is 


20 both Maldonado and Huertas contributing, but in terms of Dana 


21 Maldonado, it's still appropriate to consider that lower number 


22 of 260, because when they're run together that much stronger 


23 number developed for Huertas will influence that number when 


24 they're run together, so it's appropriate to consider their 


25 individual likelihood ratios as far as whether or not they're 
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1 contributing. 


2 


3 


4 


5 


6 


7 


8 


9 


Q. Okay. So you just said one in 260, and you explained 


why one is bigger than the other just now, but the second 


number, how many zeros does that number have? 


A. Twenty-eight quadrillion would be a two, an eight and 


then fifteen zeros. 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


So it's a very, very large number? 


It is much larger than 260, yes, ma'am. 


Okay. So now let's go to State's Exhibit, which one do 


10 you have? The swabs from the front passenger, do you have 


11 those up there? 


12 A. I do. 


13 


14 


15 


16 


17 


18 


19 


20 


21 


Q. 


A. 


Is that 20? 


Yes, State's 20, corresponds to SLED Item 11, which was 


identified as swabs from the interior passenger door, the front 


passenger door handle from the Dodge Charger. 


Q. Were you able to develop a DNA profile suitable for a 


comparison? 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


I was. 


Did you develop likelihood with ratios for that? 


I did. The profile developed from the swabs from the 


22 passenger door handle, I determined the profile was a mixture 


23 originating from two individuals, and I was able to exclude all 


24 four of the known standards that I had, so Maldonado, 


25 Roldan-Dimas, Huertas and Seifullah were all excluded as 
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1 possible contributors from the door handle. 


2 


3 


4 


5 


6 


7 


8 


9 


Q. Okay. And you say you excluded all of the known 


standards you had for the door handle, and I believe you said, 


and correct me again if I'm wrong, that Abdullah Seifullah was 


excluded as a contributor to the mixture on the steering wheel; 


is that correct? 


A. That is correct. 


Q. I'll take those back and hand you a different one. 


Thank you. Okay. I'm going to hand you what's been marked as 


10 State's Exhibit 12, 13 and 14 kind of connected. Do you 


11 recognize those items of evidence? 


12 


13 


14 


15 


A. Yes, I do, and again, that's based on the SLED case 


number, item number and my initials on each swab box within the 


heat-sealed pouch. 


Q. Okay. Let's start with State's Exhibit Number 12. I 


16 believe that should be SLED Item Eight. 


17 A. It is. State's Exhibit 12 corresponds to SLED Item 


18 Eight, which was identified as touch swabs from the trigger of 


19 a Taurus. 


20 


21 


22 


23 


Q. And when you received that item of evidence, was it 


sealed and un-tampered with? 


A. It was. 


Q. So let's talk about that. Did you develop, were you 


24 able to develop a DNA profile from the swabs of that trigger 


25 that was suitable to comparison to the known standards that you 
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1 have? 


2 A. I did. The profile was suitable for comparison, and I 


3 determined it to be a mixture originating from three 


4 individuals. 


5 


6 


Q. 


A. 


Okay. And what was your proposition set for this item? 


So again, I would compare each individual separately, 


7 and it would be -- the first explanation would be that it is 


8 the person of interest, or the known standard, and two 


9 unidentified unrelated individuals contributing to the mixture. 


10 The second possible explanation being that it is three 


11 unidentified unrelated individuals contributing. 


12 


13 


Q. 


A. 


And what was your conclusion? 


I determined that Dana Maldonado, David Roldan-Dimas and 


14 Brandon Huertas are excluded as contributors to this mixture, 


15 and that the DNA profile is approximately 520 septillion times 


16 more likely if Abdullah Seifullah and two unidentified 


17 unrelated individuals contributed, than if three unidentified 


18 unrelated individuals contributed. 


19 Q. Just so to clarify, you excluded Dana Maldonado; is that 


20 correct? 


21 


22 


23 


24 


25 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


Yes. 


And Brandon Huertas? 


Correct. 


And David Roldan-Dimas? 


Yes. 
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Q. And you said the statistic for Abdullah Seifullah is 520 


septillion times more likely if it's Abdullah Seifullah and two 


unidentified unrelated individuals. How big of a number is 520 


septillion? 


A. Five-hundred-and-twenty septillion would be a five, a 


two, and then 25 zeros after that. 


Q. Let's move on to item number -- it's State's Exhibit 13, 


SLED Item Nine. 


A. State's Exhibit 13 corresponding to SLED Item Nine, 


10 which was identified as swabs from the grip of the Taurus. 


11 Q. Okay. Were you able to develop a DNA profile suitable 


12 for a comparison for that item? 


13 


14 


A. 


Q. 


Yes, I was. 


And what proposition sets or likelihood ratios did you 


15 generate for that item? 


16 A. That DNA profile was also interpreted as a mixture 


17 originating from three individuals. I again, used the same 


18 explanations, or proposition sets, and did comparisons to each 


19 of the known individuals, and again, Dana Maldonado, David 


20 Roldan-Dimas, and Brandon Huertas, are excluded as contributors 


21 to this mixture, and the DNA profile is approximately 


22 150 octillion times more likely if Abdullah Seifullah and two 


23 unidentified unrelated individuals contributed, than if three 


24 unidentified unrelated individuals contributed. 


25 Q. So once again, you're excluding three of the known 
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1 standards that you were given to test, Dana Maldonado, Brandon 


2 Huertas, and David Roldan-Dimas; is that correct? 


3 


4 


5 


6 


7 


8 


9 


10 


11 


12 


A. 


Q. 


That's correct. 


And Abdullah Seifullah, I believe I'm gonna --


150 octillion times more likely as Abdullah Seifullah and two 


unrelated unidentified individuals contributed to the mixture, 


how big of a number is 150 octillion? 


A. One-hundred-fifty octillion would be a one, a five, and 


then 29 zeros. 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


It's a big number, as well? 


It is, yes. 


Okay. When SLED analyzes and item, you've been saying, 


13 we consider that very strong support. Does SLED have a verbal 


14 scale that you use to interpret results that's included with 


15 your report? 


16 A. We do. It's listed on every report where we report 


17 likelihood ratio values. The supporting values for items where 


18 we consider an inclusionary value, any likelihood ratio value 


19 between two and 99 is considered weak support. Any number 


20 between 100 and 9,999 is moderate, 10,000 to 999,999 is 


21 considered strong support, and any value of 1,000,000 or 


22 greater is very strong support, and that's to highest level 


23 that we provide a verbal equivalent for. 


24 Q. So anything greater than 1,000,000 is very strong 


25 support; is that correct? 
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That's correct. 


How many zeros are in a million? 


Six. 


Six? 


Uh-huh. 
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5 
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A. 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


Q. And how many did you say were in, I'm sorry, I have to 


7 go back, in a octillion? 


8 


9 


10 


11 


12 


13 


14 


A. 


Q. 


One octillion would be a one with 27 zeros. 


And then what about a septillion? 


A. A septillion would be a one with 24 zeros. 


Q. Thank you. And then we're going to look at State's 


Exhibit Number 14. This is, I believe it's SLED 10 that you 


have up there. 


A. State's Exhibit 14 does correspond to SLED Item Number 


15 Ten, which was identified as swabs from the slide of the 


16 Taurus. 


17 


18 


Q. 


A. 


Were you able to develop a profile for that item? 


A partial DNA profile was developed for that item, 


19 meaning that there was not information located at all of the 


20 STR locations tested, and that could be caused by just an 


21 insufficient amount of DNA being present, or different factors 


22 have caused the DNA to be removed or broken down, which didn't 


23 allow me to develop full profile, and based on the limited 


24 information, I was not able to provide any further 


25 interpretation. 


383







1 


2 


3 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


Okay. So no conclusions drawn from that item? 


Correct. 


372 


And I believe you heard Mr. Gardener ask this question, 


4 but do you have any information about the underlying facts of 


5 this case, about what happened? Did you witness anything or 


6 see anything? 


7 


8 


9 


10 


A. I have no personal knowledge. I didn't witness anything 


or see anything. All I know is what was provided in the 


submission paperwork. 


Q. So your only role in this case was as a DNA analyst? 


11 You analyzed items that were provided to you? 


12 


13 


14 


15 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


That's correct. 


And I assume you did that in your lab in Columbia? 


Yes, ma'am. 


MS. WALLER: Okay. I have no further questions for 


16 this witness. 


17 


18 


THE COURT: Cross-examination? 


MR. GARDNER: Very brief, Your Honor. 


19 CROSS-EXAMINATION 


20 BY MR. GARDNER: 


21 Q. I do want to follow-up that question. I know you have 


22 no personal knowledge and nobody ever assumed that, but you did 


23 talk with somebody about the theory of the case, though, didn't 


24 you? 


25 A. I was provided some information in terms of where the 
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1 weapon may have been collected from, who the vehicle in 


2 question may have belonged to. There is certain information 


3 that we do ask for because it can determine how we interpret a 


4 particular item or how statistics are calculated. 


5 


6 


7 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


So that would be a yes? 


Yes, sir. 


Okay. Good. Now, I told the jury at the beginning that 


8 I was going to ask you this question, so I'm going to ask you 


9 if I remember it. If you have a high probability of DNA on an 


10 object, that means that the person at some point in time 


11 touched the object; is that right? 


12 A. It doesn't necessarily mean that they touched it, it 


13 means that at some point there was transfer. I can never say 


14 exactly how that transfer occurred, or when, it's just that DNA 


15 is present when the testing occurs. 


16 Q. Okay. So we don't know. Now, the follow-up question. 


17 When you took the slide of the nine millimeter, everybody, I 


18 think, knows what a nine millimeter, but are you talking about 


19 the top that slides back and forth? 


20 A. That would be my assumption, but I did not take the 


21 swabs myself, so that was just how the item was described. I 


22 don't know exactly which portion of the firearm was swabbed and 


23 submitted. 


24 


25 


Q. 


A. 


Okay. But if they told you it was the slide? 


That's what my assumption would be, and that's how it 
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1 was reported out, that I would assume it was that top portion. 


2 


3 


4 


5 


6 


7 


8 


9 


10 


11 


12 


13 


14 


Q. 


weapon? 


A. 


leave. 


15 rests. 


16 


All right, and that would be the top portion of the 


That's my understanding, yes, sir. 


MR. GARDNER: Thank you, ma' am. 


THE WITNESS: Yes, sir. 


MR. GARDNER: No further questions, Your Honor. 


THE COURT: Any Redirect? 


MS. WALLER: No, sir, Your Honor. 


THE COURT: You may step down, and you're free to 


Thank you, ma'am. 


THE WITNESS: Thank you. 


THE COURT: You may call your next witness. 


MS. WALLER: Your Honor, at this time the State 


THE COURT: Mr. Foreman, and ladies and gentlemen of 


17 the jury, at this juncture, we're required to take up matters 


18 of law outside of your presence. I will ask that you return to 


19 the jury room, do not discuss the case. Everyone remain seated 


20 as the jury exits the courtroom. Might counsel approach the 


21 bench? 


22 (Jury exited the courtroom at this time) 


23 (Off the record discussion was held at the bench by 


24 Court and counsel) 


25 THE COURT: Mr. Seifullah, I'm going to explain the 
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1 certainty of rights. If you do not understand what I say, 


2 please let me know. If you want me to explain anything in more 


3 detail, let me know and I'll be happy to do that. Do you 


4 understand? 


5 THE DEFENDANT: Yes. 


6 THE COURT: All right. We have now reached the stage 


7 of the trial where you may present your defense. You have the 


8 right to claim the protections given to you by the Fifth 


9 Amendment to the Constitution of the United States of America, 


10 which provides a relevant part. No person shall be compelled 


11 in any criminal case to be a witness against himself. This 


12 means that you cannot be required to testify in this case. You 


13 have the right to testify on your own behalf, however, no one 


14 can make you testify. This is a personal right, and no one can 


15 waive this right except you. If you decide to testify, you'll 


16 be subject to the same rules that govern other witnesses, and 


17 you may be examined and cross-examined on any relevant issue in 


18 this case. In addition, if you have any convictions involving 


19 dishonesty or false statements, or for crimes punishable by 


20 imprisonment for more than one year and this Court determines 


21 that the probative value of admitting this evidence outweighs 


22 its prejudicial effect to you, the solicitor will be able to 


23 introduce your record to attack credibility. If you decide to 


24 testify, this decision on your part must be freely, voluntarily 


25 and intelligently made with the knowledge of the protections 
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1 given to you by the Fifth Amendment and the consequences of 


2 your decision to testify. If you decide not to testify, I will 


3 instruct the jurors that they cannot give the fact that you did 


4 not testify any consideration, whatsoever. There is to be 


5 absolutely no prejudice to you because you did not testify. It 


6 is left entirely up to you whether or not to testify. You may 


7 talk to your attorney, you may talk to your family members and 


8 friends, anyone else, but the final decision will be left 


9 entirely to you. Do you understand what I've explained to you? 


10 THE DEFENDANT: I do. 


11 THE COURT: Have you discussed those matters with 


12 your lawyer? 


13 


14 


THE DEFENDANT: Yes. 


THE COURT: Do you have any questions of me with 


15 regard to these rights? 


16 THE DEFENDANT: No. 


17 THE COURT: Do you wish to testify? 


18 THE DEFENDANT: I plead the Fifth and wish to not 


19 testify. 


20 THE COURT: Very good. Do you need any additional 


21 time to discuss this matter with your lawyer? 


22 


23 


THE DEFENDANT: No. 


THE COURT: All right. You've understood all of your 


24 conversations with him? 


25 THE DEFENDANT: Yes. 
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1 THE COURT: Very good. All right. You may be 


2 seated. I'll be happy to entertain motions at this time. 


3 MR. GARDNER: Thank you, Your Honor. May it please 


4 the Court? We would move at this time for a directed verdict, 


5 and I will put on the record a couple of things. I know that 


6 this is a quasi-circumstantial evidence-type case. I know we 


7 had the one witness that said he saw a black male running down 


8 the street, there had been no identification of my client, and 


9 I don't think the circumstantial evidence connects enough to 


10 establish beyond a reasonable doubt that he is the person in 


11 the video that you can't tell who it is, and all of this other 


12 evidence doesn't tie to it, even the expert witnesses don't tie 


13 to it, that he was staying in a room that we've already argued 


14 about the search, but the co-defendant and others had access to 


15 that room as easy as he does, and all of that, I don't think it 


16 gets past the standard that we need, so at this time we'd ask 


17 that you direct a verdict not guilty. 


18 THE COURT: Would the State like to be heard on that? 


19 MS. WALLER: Your Honor, the State would just like to 


20 put on the record that we feel the evidence is more than 


21 sufficient to send this case to the jury. 


22 THE COURT: All right. I do, indeed, find that it's 


23 a factual question for the jury, and to some extent it is 


24 circumstantial and will left up to the jury to determine 


25 whether or not that's beyond a reasonable doubt. So your 
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1 motion for directed verdict is denied, but you're protected on 


2 the record in all respects for appellate review. 


3 MR. GARDNER: Thank you, Your Honor. That's all I 


4 have at this time. 


5 


6 


THE COURT: All right. We're ready for the jury. 


MR. GARDNER: Judge, can we take a short break before 


7 we get to the charge? 


8 THE COURT: Yes, and as a matter of form, I'm going 


9 to call the jury out, and is there going to be any other 


10 witnesses? 


11 


12 


13 


14 


MR. GARDNER: No, Your Honor. 


THE COURT: I'll allow you to rest on the record -­


MR. GARDNER: Yes, sir. 


THE COURT: -- and just for appellate review, I'm 


15 going to send them back out, and then we'll have an opportunity 


16 to revisit the motions and then we'll proceed forward. 


17 


18 


19 


20 


21 


22 


23 


24 


25 


MR. 


THE 


MS. 


MR. 


THE 


THE 


MS. 


THE 


GARDNER: 


COURT: 


WALLER: 


GARDNER: 


COURT: 


COURT: 


WALLER: 


COURT: 


Very well, Your Honor. Thank you. 


Anything further? 


No, sir, Your Honor. 


No, sir. 


We'll take about a five-minute recess. 


(Recess taken) 


Anything from the State? 


No, Your Honor. 


Anything from the defense? 
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MR. GARDNER: No, Your Honor. 


THE COURT: We're ready for the jury. 


(Jury entered the courtroom at this time) 


1 


2 


3 


4 THE COURT: You've heard all of the evidence to be 


5 presented by the State. At this time I'll recognize defense. 


6 MR. GARDNER: Your Honor, the defense rests. 


7 THE COURT: Very good. Mr. Foreman, ladies and 


8 gentlemen, once again, at this juncture we have to take up 


9 matters of law outside of your presence and ask that you return 


10 to the jury room, but do not discuss the case. Thank you. 


11 (Jury exited the courtroom at this time) 


12 


13 


THE COURT: I will entertain motions at this time. 


MR. GARDNER: Judge, we would renew our motion for 


14 directed verdict on the same grounds. 


15 MS. WALLER: Your Honor, the State just feels there's 


16 sufficient evidence to go forward on. 


17 THE COURT: The motion is denied, but you're 


18 protected on the record in all respects. 


19 


20 


MR. GARDNER: Thank you, Your Honor. 


THE COURT: We're ready for the jury. 


21 (Jury entered the courtroom at this time) 


22 THE COURT: Mr. Foreman, ladies and gentlemen of the 


23 jury, you've heard all of the evidence that's going to be 


24 presented in this case. As you recall, when we started this 


25 trial and I talked to you about what to expect and how things 
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1 were going to transpire, I mentioned that at this juncture 


2 these very fine lawyers are going to have an opportunity to 


3 give a closing argument. It's very similar in the form of the 


4 opening statements that you heard previously, but it's 


5 different in a very real way, because at this juncture all of 


6 the evidence is in the record, and they can point to the 


7 evidence or lack of evidence that supports their relative 


8 theory in the case. What they will have to say is not 


9 evidence, but it will aid you immensely in your deliberation 


10 process. You now have been involved in this case since the 


11 beginning of the week. These very fine lawyers have been 


12 involved with it for a very long time, so pay very close 


13 attention to what they have to say. Under these circumstances, 


14 the State goes first. 


15 MS. WALLER: May it please the Court, Your Honor? 


16 Court's indulgence for a moment? 


17 THE COURT: Yes. 


18 (Attorney Waller presented a closing argument on 


19 behalf of the State at this time) 


20 MS. WALLER: Good morning. You've heard all of the 


21 evidence in the case up until this point, and what I'm going to 


22 do now is kind of summarize it for you. 


23 David Roldan-Dimas. I put that name up there because 


24 sometimes we get so caught up, I know you've seen us back and 


25 forth asking the same questions over and over, going back and 
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1 forth to the table presenting evidence to you, and sometimes 


2 when we do that, we forget why we're here. The reason we're 


3 here is because of David Roldan-Dimas. He was a young man who 


4 was, in my mind, I didn't know him, but in my mind when I hear 


5 about what happened to him that day and what he had been doing 


6 that day, and when I heard from his girlfriend, Izabella, and 


7 from Caio, he was a young man that had a lot of beginnings. He 


8 was 20 years old, he was going to Coastal, he was graduating so 


9 that he could kind of enter into the adult world and starting 


10 his life, he had just developed this new relationship with 


11 Izabella, they were planning a date for Friday night, he had 


12 just gotten to get to know Caio, and they were developing this 


13 kind of brotherly-type male relationship together. He was just 


14 a young man who was starting out, and one day he went to the 


15 gym just on a normal day, and a random stranger came up and 


16 shot him and killed him, and that's why we're here today. 


17 Now, the judge will tell you that the State does not 


18 have to prove a motive, we don't. We have to prove murder, not 


19 motive, but what I've put to you is that my belief is that the 


20 motive for this case was this car. This was David's pride and 


21 joy, this black Camara, and I believe, and I think that the 


22 evidence that we've shown you can lead you to believe, as well, 


23 that the reason that Abdullah Seifullah shot David was for this 


24 car, because he needed a ride back to Connecticut, because the 


25 car he drove down in was out of commission, it couldn't be 
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1 driven anymore, and he was trying to get back. So David 


2 Roldan-Dimas lost his life, essentially, in my mind, because 


3 somebody wanted something he had, and he wouldn't give it up 


4 easily, and when that happened, they shot and killed him. 


5 Now, at the beginning of this case, Mr. Martin told 


6 you a lot about Mr. Roldan-Dimas, and Mr. Gardner stood up and 


7 said, oh, he's pulling at your heart strings, he's trying to 


8 make you feel sad. Well, guess what? Murder's sad, it is. 


9 It's sad that we're here because this young man is dead, it's 


10 sad when you look at his family, all that is absolutely true, 


11 but my job is not to make you feel sad, my job is not to ask 


12 you to decide the merits in the case or to convict someone, 


13 because you feel sad either way, my job is to present evidence 


14 that shows that this individual committed the crime he's 


15 accused of beyond a reasonable doubt, and I will put it to you 


16 that you have seen a lot of evidence in this courtroom this 


17 week that points to the defendant's guilt in this matter. 


18 So let's talk about what he's accused of. He's 


19 accused of murder. Murder is defined in South Carolina, it's 


20 very simple here, murder is the intentional killing of any 


21 person with malice aforethought, either expressed or implied. 


22 Some states have all these definitions of murder, this is it in 


23 South Carolina, this is the killing of another person with 


24 malice aforethought. And I'm sure that you guys probably don't 


25 in your general lives think, what is malice aforethought? 
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1 Well, the judge going to tell you, and I'm going to tell you, 


2 as well. Malice is hatred, ill will, or hostility towards 


3 another person. It's the intentional doing of a wrongful act 


4 without just cause or excuse and with an intent to inflict an 


5 injury or other circumstances that the law will infer an evil 


6 intent. It does not require that malice exists for any 


7 particular before the act is committed. The malice must exist 


8 in the mind of the defendant just before the act occurs. It 


9 may be inferred from conduct showing a total disregard for 


10 human life. You see this definition, a total disregard for 


11 human life. I don't think anyone on this jury needs to read 


12 this definition to know that a complete stranger walking up to 


13 a 20-year-old kid sitting in a black Camaro and shooting him 


14 dead is murder. You know it's murder. You know that David 


15 Roldan-Dimas was murdered. The question in this case is, who 


16 did it, and I'm going to show you. 


17 He's also charged with possession of a weapon during 


18 commission of violent crime. That's pretty self-explanatory. 


19 That just means that when he committed the murder, he had a 


20 gun, and he did. We all know from the forensic pathologist 


21 that you heard, it was very clear that David Roldan-Dimas was 


22 shot, I believe her testimony was he was shot in the left 


23 shoulder. She said it went in, under here, down, and out his 


24 back and that had hit an aortic arch, it went through several 


25 major organs, and as you will see, and I know the video's not 
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1 very clear, but you can kind of see, and you can see from the 


2 pictures I'm going to show you on the one, this one, he just 


3 drove a short distance and crashed and he died pretty quickly, 


4 enough to drive just a feet and crashed into another car where 


5 he died. His body was layed out here, and this is where that 


6 projectile was recovered, and you can see some of his blood 


7 there in the car. So we know that David Roldan-Dimas was 


8 murdered. And the question is, how do we know who did it? 


9 Well, we'll start with some text messages. So in the day, the 


10 day before the murder, we know that Brandon Huertas and 


11 Abdullah Seifullah had come to Myrtle Beach to visit Dana 


12 Maldonado. While they were here Dana communicated with 


13 Abdullah, she had never met him before, and the testimony was 


14 that Brandon Huertas was the person that she knew. He was the 


15 father of her great niece and nephews. He was the father of 


16 her niece's children, that's how she knew him, and they're 


17 texting. This is the day before. He's saying, Abdullah 


18 Seifullah: This is Dullah, texting Dana, because he says, even 


19 though it's Brandon's phone, he said: This is Dullah, he's 


20 sleeping in the backseat. That means Brandon: I have a Planet 


21 Fitness membership, so I'm gonna run in here and shower. So we 


22 know that day before Abdullah Seifullah was at Planet Fitness. 


23 He was communicating with Dana Maldonado who identified him to 


24 the police. I'm going to go forward just a bit, and I know 


25 we've are watched this video plenty of times. I know that you 
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1 don't -- you can't see, really, you can't identify the person 


2 in the video. The reason that we keep showing you this video 


3 is because it corroborates the witness statements. You heard 


4 from the Letaj's. They're just normal people going to the gym 


5 who have experienced something awful, they witnessed murder. 


6 They told you that they saw a black man get out of that gray 


7 Dodge Charger and walk up to the victim's car, and they heard a 


8 loud noise and saw the victim crash, and then later they 


9 discovered the victim was dead. They saw that. They saw what 


10 they called a black man, you heard Mr. Letaj say that on the 


11 stand, you heard him say that he saw a black man do this, when 


12 he made the 911 call, which was immediately after David was 


13 shot, and you heard Caio. Well, Caio is very important to this 


14 story because he had just started to get to know David, it was 


15 his sister's boyfriend. He said that David was waiting there 


16 at the gym that night because he didn't want Izabella and Caio 


17 to be there alone. Izabella wouldn't leave Caio because he was 


18 her little brother, he was 17, a senior in high school. David 


19 wouldn't leave Izabella there, they all wanted to keep each 


20 other safe. I think that what Caio said is the last thing he 


21 ever said to David was, stay safe, brother, which is too bad he 


22 didn't, but Caio is kind of a hero to the story. I think Mr. 


23 Martin said that at the beginning. This 17-year-old kid, he 


24 saw Abdullah Seifullah running, and I'm going to play it for 


25 you in a minute, but I'm going to direct your attention. So 
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1 Caio said -- this is the Charger, and you can watch this in 


2 your jury room if you want to, it's difficult to see, I 


3 understand that. So this is the Charger, this is the victim's 


4 car here with the lights on. You'll see it go forward and 


5 crash here, and you see the Charger come out and they come 


6 around, an Caio. So Caio was being a good samaritan that 


7 night. He saw a man running after a car, after the car 


8 overtook him at a high rate of speed and went around him, and 


9 he saw that man and he said, hey, can I help you, do you need a 


10 ride, what's going on, and the man said, my car got stolen. So 


11 kind Caio, at 17 just being a good samaritan, followed that 


12 car, got the license plate number, and gave that to police, and 


13 honestly, if he hadn't done that, I don't know how police would 


14 have ever figured out who did this, because as you can see, I'm 


15 gonna hit play, you can't see the man, you can't identify him 


16 from the video. You would think if you're sitting on a jury 


17 and someone said, the prosecutor's gonna show you a video of 


18 the murder, and you'd say, this is easy, but like I said, it's 


19 difficult to see, you have to put together some other puzzle 


20 pieces to figure out who committed this crime. So you see him 


21 running. Caio, everyone, Caio, Izabella, the Letaj's, all see 


22 a black man, they described him as a black man running. 


23 Everyone saw, Daryl Detrick saw a black man running across the 


24 field here. No one knew Abdullah Seifullah, none of these 


25 people had ever met him. They couldn't identify him, but let's 
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1 just watch briefly. So you see the brake lights come on. If 


2 you look closely in the jury room, you can see a little figure 


3 get out of the car there. Then you see the car move forward. 


4 This is the victim crashing right here, and then you can see 


5 the figure coming back to the car and trying to get back in, 


6 but he can't, and here comes the car. You heard multiple 


7 witnesses identify this car as a gray or silver Dodge Charger. 


8 There is the defendant running behind the car, and here is Caio 


9 following behind. So Caio, really, is the lead that police 


10 needed to figure out who killed David. So let's back up a bit. 


11 So I talked to you about -- so once police tracked that car 


12 back to Dana Maldonado's house, when they got there they 


13 interviewed her, and you heard her say in the beginning, she 


14 had her reasons that you heard, she originally wasn't 


15 forthcoming with the police about who she gave her car to. She 


16 eventually told the truth about that. She told you on the 


17 stand that loaned her car that night to Brandon Huertas and 


18 Abdullah Seifullah, and these text messages between and 


19 communications between them corroborate her story. 


20 So when we're putting this case together, it's kind 


21 of like, I had an aunt when I was a kid who used to visit, and 


22 we would always do these big huge jigsaw puzzles, I don't know 


23 if people still do that, she was old even back then, but this 


24 is like a puzzle, you have to take different pieces and put it 


25 together, and then you have to draw some conclusions. They're 
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1 not difficult conclusions, I will put to you, they're easy to 


2 make. It's easy to make these conclusions when you see the 


3 evidence. An example that we often give is, when you wake up 


4 in the morning and the grass is wet, even if it's not raining, 


5 you can be pretty sure that it rained the night before. Now, 


6 something else could have wet the grass, sure. You could have 


7 sprinklers that do that, but if you look at your neighbor's 


8 grass and their's is also wet, and the one down the street's 


9 wet, and the road's wet, when you put everything together, you 


10 come to the conclusion, it's wet because it rained. It's not 


11 wet because of any strange reason that somebody comes up with, 


12 or some unknown thing, like, everybody has sprinklers, or it's 


13 the sprinklers, not the rain, it's not that, the most obvious 


14 conclusion is typically to correct one. So we get back to 


15 this, and we know the day before that Abdullah Seifullah was at 


16 the Planet Fitness taking a shower. He gives Dana his phone 


17 number here, which becomes important to the police when they 


18 start investigating the case. The police were able to 


19 corroborate, we see the day before the murder at 11:30, 


20 Abdullah Seifullah is doing exactly what he said he was gonna 


21 do in that previous text message, he's at the Planet Fitness, 


22 he's exactly where he said he would be. Here's his picture, 


23 and here's where he checked into the gym, and this is the same 


24 Planet Fitness where later the next night David Roldan-Dimas is 


25 murdered. Shortly after that, June 18, 2023 at 12:54 p.m., you 
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1 see the car that Dana told you Brandon Huertas and Abdullah 


2 Seifullah drove to South Carolina, gets into an accident, this 


3 is Abdullah Seifullah, took this identification card and 


4 paperwork, and you can clearly see his face, and you've seen 


5 them all week, at that intersection of Highway 501 and West 


6 Perry Road, which is in Carolina Forest, very, very close 


7 proximity to the Planet Fitness. You can actually see the sign 


8 here in the picture, and I believe, call details. So I told 


9 you we don't have to prove motive, and we don't. You can 


10 believe that Abdullah Seifullah killed David for any reason you 


11 want to, but as I said, I believe that because his car was out 


12 of commission, I think Dana testified that the car was not 


13 drivable back to Connecticut, and it was gonna take longer than 


14 expected to repair that car. She was trying to look up flights 


15 for them. She didn't actually book a flight, she was just 


16 looking up flights trying to get them home. At the same time 


17 the day of the murder, we have are phone records, which I told 


18 you were important. Police use phone records often times to 


19 solve crimes. I would raise your bet that almost everyone in 


20 the jury brought a phone with them, at least to jury duty, I 


21 know you're not allowed to have them in the courtroom, for the 


22 most part, but even I have my phone with me at most times. 


23 Brandon Huertas made a phone call at 7:33 p.m., a voice call, 


24 and look what he's calling, Enterprise Rent-A-Car, he's trying 


25 to get home. Brandon and Abdullah were trying to get home, and 
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1 that, once again, this map shows that when he made that call he 


2 was exactly where Dana Maldonado told you he was, he was at her 


3 apartment. Because this was at 7:33, if you will remember, she 


4 said she gave her car to Brandon and Abdullah that night for 


5 them to go to Walmart around dark, around 8:30, 9:00, so he was 


6 at her house at that time trying to get home. So this is a 


7 text conversation, if you'll recall, that video that we 


8 watched. The murder occurred at 11:03 p.m. This is at 10:56. 


9 Abdullah Seifullah text to Dana Maldonado: We're parked up 


10 chillin', nothing went wrong, just not rushing and doing 


11 anything stupid. Knowing that you're appreciated, both of you 


12 all. That's literally minutes before the murder, and if you 


13 look back at that tape that I showed, that's just a couple 


14 minutes -- a couple minutes later you'll see that Detrick's 


15 video with the Dodge Charger parked right there at the Planet 


16 Fitness where you can see the taillights before it speeds away. 


17 So he's talking to Dana at this time. You see further 


18 information, Dana still trying to get flights and tickets. 


19 Eventually she says: Don't come back here, cops here. She 


20 says, 12:39: You all with f'd up. She's talking to Abdullah 


21 Seifullah here: You all f'd up. Because she knew who had her 


22 car at that time. She knew when police were at her house and 


23 her car was parked in front of her house, who she had given it 


24 to that night, so when police were asking her who had it and 


25 telling her what happened, she already knew who did it. It 
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1 says: What happened? She says, again: Don't come back. Have 


2 our names? Ask yourself. Why would he be worried about 


3 Dana -- why would Abdullah be worried about Dana Maldonado 


4 giving the police his name and Brandon's name? I think we can 


5 all draw the conclusion it's because he committed the murder. 


6 Once again, this is at 11:03, this is shortly afterwards. This 


7 is the scene of the accident. As I said, we're not trying to 


8 appeal to your emotions, so this picture doesn't contain it, 


9 but David, his body was laying here, I think it was more like 


10 this when police got there. You can't really see it in this 


11 picture, but we have many pictures. There was the projectile 


12 that the SLED agent just testified to. It was found right 


13 here, when they moved his body it was underneath. He testified 


14 he had to clean -- clean it off, which I think you can use your 


15 imagination, that's why a bullet that had passed through his 


16 body would need to be cleaned, and he matched that to a gun 


17 that was later found at the scene. They also recovered this 


18 cartridge casing here. This was in the parking lot at Planet 


19 Fitness. You heard Tresean McQueen say that he took that into 


20 evidence. This is that projectile that we just talked about 


21 that was found after David's body was moved that most likely 


22 came through his body, because the pathologist, if you'll 


23 recall, did not find any projectile in his actual body. And at 


24 the same time, that was 11:03, a few minutes later, so you saw 


25 a video of Abdullah running after the car, well, now you're 
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1 seeing maps of calls between the two defendants. The two 


2 defendants wouldn't really have any reason to call each other 


3 if they were still together at that point, you don't really 


4 call people who are sitting in the seat beside you in the car. 


5 So you've seen this outgoing call. This is Abdullah Seifullah 


6 at 11:10 calling Brandon Huertas, and at 11:10, just mere 


7 minutes after David Roldan-Dimas was murdered, Abdullah 


8 Seifullah is in the vicinity of this Planet Fitness. Once 


9 again, two minutes later he makes another call also to Brandon 


10 Huertas and he had called him. If you look at this side, 


11 Brandon Huertas, incoming call from Abdullah Seifullah, this 


12 says 11:06, that says 11:10. That's what caused Cellebrite --


13 Mr. Kangas explained, sometimes cell phone records, it depends 


14 on how long it takes the person to pick up, or how long it 


15 takes to hit the power, so the times are approximate. This is 


16 extremely close proximity to the time of the murder, and then 


17 once again, at 11:13. This is the, just to orient yourself, 


18 because I think it's easier if you're familiar with Myrtle 


19 Beach, so this top tower, it's this one, the bottom one is this 


20 one. So these kind of cones of areas where the defendants 


21 could be and where their cell phones could be, encompass this 


22 area, and right in the middle, Planet Fitness. 


23 We know from testimony that after the murder, Brandon 


24 Huertas and Abdullah Seifullah connected back up and went back 


25 to Dana Maldonado's house, and how do we know that? We know 
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1 that because, for one thing, she told us. Caio saw the car at 


2 Postal Way right after the murder. By the time police 


3 responded to Dana's house, that car was parked in front of her 


4 apartment, so we know they got back there. Here it is, here's 


5 the license plate. Dana told police that Abdullah Seifullah 


6 and Brandon Huertas had that car that night, and then this is 


7 the bedroom where Dana says Abdullah Seifullah was primarily 


8 staying. I believe what she said was they parked their stuff 


9 in the guest room and Abdullah Seifullah slept in the bed and 


10 Brandon slept on the couch, but she testified, none of these 


11 items are hers. So we see this red backpack that may look 


12 familiar. I think that when Abdullah Seifullah was in the 


13 Planet Fitness video, he's wearing a red backpack very similar 


14 to that, this black pouch here, Dana said it didn't belong to 


15 her, and then there's a wallet laying open on the bed as if 


16 someone dumped off stuff and left in a hurry. This is a 


17 close-up of that bag. You can see this gun in here. This gun 


18 is the same gun that Mr. Martin showed you that we've been 


19 looking at, it's this Taurus nine millimeter, all the cartridge 


20 cases at the scene, Taurus nine millimeter, well, nine 


21 millimeter caliber, and when you see the defendant with a 


22 close-up, when he pulled to cards out of the wallet you see 


23 Abdullah Seifullah's Social Security Card right there inches 


24 away from the gun. He pulled out these debit cards, and they 


25 are also in evidence which you can look at that have Abdullah 
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1 Seifullah's name on them. So we've got this gun here with the 


2 wallet right beside it. Here's Tresean's photograph of the 


3 gun, you can see, you can zoom in on that serial number, you 


4 can look at it yourself, it's the same gun that the SLED 


5 analyst compared to all of the evidence from the scene, and 


6 just a lucky break for the police, there is a cartridge case 


7 that fails to eject from the gun. So instead of ejecting the 


8 way it normally would, it gets stuck in the gun, so the police 


9 now have, yet, another piece of evidence to compare to the 


10 cartridge casings at the scene and the projectile that went 


11 past through the victim's body, so we have a third projectile 


12 cartridge case.here. This is a photograph of Dana's car, this 


13 Dodge Charger that you've heard so much about and seen. Dana 


14 testified this pink bag did not belong to her. This is the 


15 contents of that bag. I would put it to you that that does not 


16 look like something a woman would keep in her car for her own 


17 purposes. You see a bunch of items here. I'll direct your 


18 attention to this hat which is very similar to the hat the 


19 defendant wears. This mask is very similar to the mask that 


20 you see here. It's a slightly different color. It looks to me 


21 it might have come out of the same pack, one's blue and one's 


22 gray, you can look at that, as well. 


23 So let's talk about the firearms analysis in this 


24 case. We just saw the gun. We know that Dana loaned her car 


25 to Brandon Huertas and Abdullah Seifullah. We know that that 
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1 car was involved in a shooting at Planet Fitness because 


2 multiple witness said it was because one witness followed it, 


3 and police then used the information he gave on the license 


4 plate to locate that car. You know, it's not far away, but 


5 without that license plate number police aren't going to be 


6 looking for that Dodge Charger, it would be like a needle in a 


7 haystack. They knew where it was because they got information 


8 from the scene from witnesses. We know that the witnesses said 


9 a black man exited that car. I know you can't with see Brandon 


10 Huertas, we're not here for the trial of Brandon Huertas, we're 


11 here for the trial of Abdullah Seifullah, but this is Brandon 


12 Huertas, two people testified to that. This is not someone I 


13 would put to you witnesses would identify as a black man. So 


14 let's talk about the evidence collected at the scene. You 


15 heard this evidence this morning, you heard SLED's firearm 


16 analyst, Jamie Green. He's been doing this 20 years. He's 


17 looked at a whole lot of guns and a whole lot of cartridge 


18 cases an projectiles, he knows more about this than I ever 


19 will. So let's talk about what his conclusions were. He 


20 examined this gun. He told you there was a typo on the serial 


21 number, you can read it. He said that's on "O," but police 


22 says it looks like a zero. I can't really tell either. He 


23 knows that from just experience. So let's talk about his 


24 results. He says he examined one Taurus, Model PT Millennium 


25 G2 semiautomatic nine millimeter Luger caliber pistol with this 
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1 serial number with an accessory, and he's just talking about 


2 this little thing here, it's a little sight. He physically 


3 examined it. He test fired it himself using the magazines 


4 police found at the scene so that he would know that those 


5 cartridge cases, those projectiles that came out of that gun, 


6 he knew they were fired from that gun, and once he had that 


7 knowledge he could use that knowledge to test it against these 


8 items found at the scene, and he can draw conclusions based on 


9 his expert opinion about those items, and his conclusion was 


10 that all three of those items were fired by that gun that was 


11 found in the bedroom where Abdullah Seifullah was staying, 


12 located mere inches from his wallet that contained his Social 


13 Security Card, that police found because they identified a car 


14 that people saw a black man get out of and run towards David 


15 Roldan Dimas' car and shoot him. So this is the cartridge case 


16 found at the scene, this is the un-ejected cartridge case that 


17 was found in the chamber of the gun. SLED says they match, 


18 they were fired by the same Item Five pistol, this pistol that 


19 I just showed you. This is the projectile that came out of 


20 David's body, it's the one that was found underneath him. You 


21 can see the curb that I kind of showed you earlier where he was 


22 lying. Jamie also was able to analyze that, physically and 


23 microscopically. He was able to say that Item Four was fired 


24 by Item Five pistol. So at this point we know that gun is the 


25 gun that was used to shoot David Roldan-Dimas. 
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1 Now, this is the Dodge Charger. You've heard about, 


2 we've heard about touch DNA and swabs from the car, and I know 


3 what the defense is going to say. They're gonna say Abdullah 


4 Seifullah's DNA is not on the car. What I would say about that 


5 is, police -- first of all, you heard me say, and I believe, 


6 I'll use my remote again. If I pick up the remote and said 


7 if I pick this up and then I put it back with down, will my DNA 


8 be there? And she said, yeah, it should transfer there, but 


9 whether or not we find it, I can't tell you. Just because I 


10 touch something doesn't mean my DNA is gonna be there. It can 


11 be there, it can not be there, it just depends on if there's 


12 enough if I leave enough material behind, or not. So SLED 


13 tested the swabs that Tresean took from the steering wheel of 


14 this Dodge Charger. You heard her talk a lot about proposition 


15 sets. The conclusion drawn in this case was that the DNA 


16 profile is approximately 1.3 sextillion times more likely if 


17 Dana Maldonado, Brandon Huertas, and an unidentified unrelated 


18 individual contributed to the mixture than if there were three 


19 unrelated individuals contributing to that mixture. So the 


20 State's theory of the case is certainly that Brandon Huertas 


21 was driving that car, that he's the person that sped away from 


22 the scene after Abdullah Seifullah got out of the car, the 


23 black man seen running behind the car was Abdullah Seifullah, 


24 and this supports that. 


25 Now, let's talk about the gun. SLED DNA results from 
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1 the trigger of the murder, we know that this gun was the murder 


2 weapon in this case because it was found at the apartment 


3 police went to that night where the Dodge Charger was parked 


4 out front, it was found in a bag on a bed where Abdullah 


5 Seifullah was staying in close proximity to his wallet. So 


6 police that night swabbed the trigger, that's this area right 


7 here, I think we all know what the trigger is, but that's what 


8 they swabbed. SLED was able to develop a DNA profile. The 


9 first important point to note, Dana Maldonado, David 


10 Roldan-Dimas and Brandon Huertas were excluded as contributors 


11 to that mixture. So there are three DNA profiles present. We 


12 have four people of interest in this case. As you heard, I 


13 don't know who the other two people are, there's no way to know 


14 that, but they weren't anyone who was identified as a suspect 


15 in this case or as having involvement in this murder, they're 


16 just random people who may have some time touched it or their 


17 DNA got transferred, but guess what, the DNA profile is 


18 approximately 520 septillion times more likely if Abdullah 


19 Seifullah and two unidentified unrelated individuals 


20 contributed to the mixture than if three unidentified unrelated 


21 individuals contributed to the mixture. That's the statistic. 


22 That's what we're talking about. There are approximately 8.5 


23 billion people on, the planet earth right now. If you look it 


24 up you'll see a counter. A billion is one followed by nine 


25 zeros, three sets of three. There are one, two, three, four, 
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1 five, six, seven, eight sets of three zeros after that number. 


2 SLED has what's called a verbal scale. This is their verbal 


3 scale. So you'll see any likelihood ratio that has a statistic 


4 over a million, that's the one with six zeros, is very strong 


5 support. So look at that number, that's a big number. That's 


6 very are strong support for Abdullah Seifullah's DNA being on 


7 the trigger of the murder weapon in this case. These are the 


8 DNA results from the grip. The grip, I'm sure you probably 


9 know this, the handle, this area here, the slider at the top, 


10 that's the one there was not enough information to develop a 


11 profile, but right here, this is the grip. So the handle and 


12 the trigger, the DNA results from the grip of the murder 


13 weapon, the first important part. Dana Maldonado, David 


14 Roldan-Dimas, and Brandon Huertas are excluded as contributors 


15 to the mixture on the grip of the gun. It's not Brandon. I'm 


16 sure the defense will try to sound like Brandon Huertas is 


17 responsible for this murder, but as I said, we're not here for 


18 the trial of Brandon Huertas, and Brandon Huertas is not the 


19 person who committed this murder. Abdullah Seifullah is the 


20 person who shot David Roldan-Dimas. He is black man that you 


21 saw -- or that witnesses saw running behind that car. 


22 So let's look at this statistic. The DNA profile is 


23 approximately 150 octillion times more likely if Abdullah 


24 Seifullah and two unidentified unrelated individuals 


25 contributed to the mixture than if three unidentified unrelated 
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1 individuals contributed to the mixture, this number 150 


2 octillion. I always have to Google this, 150 octillion, let's 


3 see, one two, three, four, five, six, seven, eight, nine sets 


4 of three. That's how big that number is, if it's Abdullah 


5 Seifullah rather than an unrelated unidentified individual, and 


6 that's how SLED articulates its results. Again, let's look at 


7 the SLED verbal scale, anything greater than a million is very 


8 strong support for Abdullah Seifullah's DNA being on that 


9 weapon. 


10 


11 


12 


13 


14 


15 


16 


17 


18 


19 


20 


21 


We've been through the evidence. Mr. Gardner's going 


to get an opportunity to talk to you now, and he's going to 


talk to you about reasonable, so let me talk to you a little 


bit about that first. Reasonable doubt does not mean no doubt. 


I actually have heard people before say, I don't know if I 


could decide something beyond a shadow of a doubt. That's not 


what you do as a juror, it's not beyond a shadow of a doubt. 


You weren't there, you didn't see it. You don't you can't 


testify, you couldn't testify about what happened, but what 


your job is to be firmly convinced that Abdullah Seifullah 


murdered David Roldan-Dimas. You can't have a reasonable 


doubt, but in this case I would put it to you that the State 


22 has more than proved its case beyond a reasonable doubt. All 


23 of the evidence in the case, every eyewitness who saw the 


24 murder occur will tell you that the Dodge Charger was there in 


25 the parking lot, that a black man got out of that Dodge Charger 
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1 and went towards the victims car, we know the victim was shot 


2 and killed, that car sped away. Like I said, because of 


3 17-year-old Caio, we got the license plate numbers, we were 


4 able to track it back to Dana's house, once police got there 


5 they found out that Abdullah Seifullah had returned to the 


6 residence that night and gone inside that bedroom. They had 


7 determined that they had -- that Brandon Huertas and Abdullah 


8 Seifullah had left that Dodge Charger in front of that 


9 residence, and when they went inside they found the murder 


10 weapon sitting on a bag on the bed right beside the defendant's 


11 wallet. Luckily, crime scene came in, swabbed that gun that 


12 night, and were able to get DNA that was appropriate for 


13 comparison. Once it got to SLED, Jamie Green matched all of 


14 the evidence found at the murder scene including an unspent 


15 chamber -- I'm sorry, an un-ejected chamber found in that gun 


16 and matched it to that weapon as the weapon that killed David 


17 Roldan-Dimas, and Abdullah Seifullah's DNA is on the trigger 


18 and the grip. It's on the trigger and the grip because he's 


19 the one who pulled the trigger and shot and killed David 


20 Roldan-Dimas and killed him that night. I told you at the 


21 beginning, we're here, it's because of murder and society 


22 doesn't accept that, but it's because of the loss of an 


23 innocent life. This was truly a random act of violence that 


24 occurred. I'm asking you to find the defendant guilty beyond a 


25 reasonable doubt. Look at the evidence. You'll have it in 
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1 your jury room. You can look in there, you can verify 


2 everything I've told you just now, and you can make your own 


3 conclusions. I think it's very obvious what happened in this 


4 case. I think the defendant, Abdullah Seifullah is responsible 


5 for the murder of David Roldan-Dimas, he cut short an innocent 


6 life, and I think Mr. Martin said, I'm trying to recall 


7 exactly how he put it, he said, we're trying to do justice here 


8 and the way to do justice in this case for David Roldan-Dimas 


9 is to find the defendant, Abdullah Seifullah, guilty of murder 


10 and possession of a weapon during the commission of a violent 


11 crime. 


12 


13 


THE COURT: Defense, you recognize. 


MR. GARDNER: Thank you, Your Honor. 


14 (Attorney Gardner presented a closing argument on 


15 behalf of the Defendant at this time) 


16 MR. GARDNER: Mr. Foreman, ladies and gentlemen of 


17 the jury, this will be my high technology. I'll use it up here 


18 if I have to from time to time. To follow up on what she said, 


19 the way to do justice is for all of us to do our jobs, that's 


20 it. We don't owe anything to anybody, except for the oath that 


21 we took. That's all. I told you at the beginning, we're not 


22 here to reward anybody, we're not here to punish anyone, we're 


23 just here to do our jobs. So I just want to address that, she 


24 just closed with that. I was sitting here and I was thinking 


25 about how all these jumping to conclusions and conclusions as 
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1 the solicitor was talking about it, and it reminded me when I 


2 was a little boy I'd go to my dad's office and one of his 


3 employees got there early every time and he would bring in the 


4 newspaper, that was the thing back then, and he would read he 


5 paper and when my dad would come in, he would tell my dad all 


6 those local stories that were there and he never one time was 


7 right. He always had it wrong, and he always jumped to all 


8 these great conclusions: Do you know the City of Conway was 


9 going to be closed today? Oh, really? Why is the City of 


10 Conway going to be closed today? Because, well, I read there 


11 was this one bridge that's out. Okay. Well, that was a jump 


12 to conclusion. So that's a fun story for me because it's an 


13 example of getting it right. You've got get it right, and on 


14 this job you must get it right, you can't jump to.conclusions, 


15 especially when the State is asking you to jump to conclusions, 


16 because the State has the burden of proof. They've got to put 


17 this story together. They've got to do their job, I've got to 


18 do my job, you all got to do your job, and there's no room when 


19 you're listening to the State's theory for jumping to 


20 conclusions, because you'll get the wrong conclusion, 


21 apparently and evident, so get that out of the way. I just 


22 want to try to do what's right and try to get it right. 


23 You heard me say that when they had the police 


24 officer testify about the Sparks Toyota thing that he put up 


25 there, he had it wrong, and I consulted with the sister, and my 
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1 question was, I think that that's wrong. I think that's the --


2 he tried to put that as the Charger, and this clearly was not 


3 the Charger. That's Sparks Toyota, and the ticket were for the 


4 car that Brandon had that he drove down here, and I believe 


5 that that officer did that by mistake. I think that that was 


6 nothing malicious about that. Everybody's trying put Abdullah 


7 in the Charger, but I don't think he was doing it 


8 intentionally. I think he truly made a mistake and he 


9 recognized the mistake and got that corrected and I said, we're 


10 just trying get it right. Okay. We're just trying to get it 


11 right, because this is very important, and the judge will tell 


12 you it's very important to the State and it's very important to 


13 the family, and it's very important to Abdullah Seifullah, and 


14 it's very important to the justice system. We try our best to 


15 get it right, and that's what we're doing today. Now, that's 


16 unlike Dana Maldonado. I don't think for one minute that she 


17 was trying get it right, and I'm going to tell you why. We 


18 know, first of all, that she spoke to the police at least three 


19 times that we know of, it could have been more, but it's at 


20 least three times, twice the night of the incident, she lied to 


21 the cops, she told the cops all kinds of lies the first time, 


22 and we know that. I mean, these are things that we know. 


23 These are things that are not in dispute. A lot of the stuff 


24 with the trial is in dispute, but these are things that are not 


25 in dispute. You don't have to decide these because you know 
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1 nobody's contesting these. She lied to the cops, she said she 


2 didn't know where the car was, she said the keys were in her 


3 purse and her purse was on the counter, so on and so forth. 


4 She wasn't very forthcoming with the solicitor, because she 


5 left out what I consider a major part. She left out the part 


6 that she had conspired with Brandon to commit, what I assume is 


7 federal violations of law, I know it's a violation of the law 


8 to buy handguns for people, but guns for Brandon. That's why 


9 Brandon's down here. That's why we're here. Brandon came down 


10 here to get Dana Maldonado to buy him handguns so he could take 


11 them back to Connecticut. We know that Dana Maldonado was 


12 friends with Brandon, not with Abdullah. She said, I've never 


13 met him before, didn't even know him. These are the things 


14 that we know. All right? And we know that Dana didn't -- she 


15 told the solicitor that she and her husband were in a fight. 


16 She didn't tell him why they were fighting. It didn't take 


17 long. One thing that I love about a jury, when you've got 12 


18 people looking at something, one of them might miss it, but all 


19 together between the 12 people, you're not going to miss 


20 anything, and I'm sure somebody on the jury and you've already 


21 figured it out before I did, but I figured it out while she was 


22 testifying. I know what this fight's about. This fight's 


23 about you having a man staying in your house, and you could say 


24 it wasn't a romantic relationship, and it may not have been, 


25 but I know many husband's that would tolerate that kind of 
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1 behavior, so that's what that -- finally on cross-examination, 


2 low and behold, she admitted, yes, that's what it was. Yes, I 


3 was going to traffic in illegal weapons, and yes, I had this 


4 guy staying in there, and yes, that's why my husband was 


5 fighting with me, because he was jealous of my relationship 


6 with Brandon. So she told us who lived there, she told us her 


7 17-year-old son was living there. She ultimately admitted to 


8 police again later that night she was gonna do, and then we 


9 know later she went to the M.L. Brown, that's the police 


10 department headquarters in Conway, and she was interviewed 


11 again. So we don't know what all happened, but we know that 


12 Dana Maldonado was completely aware of the State's theory of 


13 this case, and speaking of theory's of the case, I was very 


14 surprised when the, I think it was the last witness testified, 


15 a forensic DNA lady, when she said, she wasn't -- she has no 


16 personal knowledge about what happened, but yeah, the State 


17 does call her and tell her what the theory of the case was. 


18 The theory of the case was, their theory doesn't make it true, 


19 but they are trying to say, Brandon was driving the car, I 


20 don't doubt that, but they are trying put this on Abdullah 


21 being the shooter, and that's a giant step of a jump to a 


22 conclusion that we don't ever get there. If you get there you 


23 have to connect the dots. I do like the solicitor's example of 


24 it rained last night and we can tell because -- usually they 


25 talk about snow. You know? If I go to bed tonight and there's 
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1 no snow on the ground and I get up in the morning and there is 


2 snow there, that's fine, but it don't tell me who the shooter 


3 was, so let's be careful when we try to figure out who the 


4 shooter was. 


5 Let's look at what we do know. So back to what we 


6 know, we know that Dana was Maldonado, we know that she was 


7 willing to commit federal crimes. We know that she had a 


8 relationship with Brandon. We do know that human nature, and I 


9 tried to get her to admit it, and I'm not sure if she did or 


10 not, but I'm sure you all picked up on it, if you have a 


11 relationship with somebody and you don't know somebody, you're 


12 gonna steer things away from the one that you have a 


13 relationship with towards the other person, and again, she told 


14 us about her husband there, she told you about her son there, 


15 she told you where they were, she had gone to the bedroom, I 


16 never got a clear picture of where her son was during all of 


17 these events, I never got a clear picture of that. And 


18 speaking of pictures, the State played a picture of Abdullah at 


19 Planet Fitness when he went in to take a shower, these are the 


20 things we do know. So he went in there to take a shower, 


21 there's nothing wrong with that. This case isn't a slam dunk 


22 like some people think it is, this is a crazy case that's got 


23 all kinds of things happening into it. The State has a 


24 tendency to put up a lot of information, some of it's not 


25 relevant, some of it is, but I think they try to overwhelm you 
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1 with the technology, and lots of exhibits, and lots of people, 


2 and things that you really don't really need. Did we need a 


3 picture of Abdullah in the Planet Fitness a day or two prior to 


4 the incident? Did that help in any way? My first thought was, 


5 no, it didn't, but my second thought was, maybe it did, maybe 


6 it did, and the beautiful thing about trying cases, especially 


7 complex cases, that I've never tried a case where somebody on 


8 the jury didn't figure it out sooner or later. Sometimes it's 


9 during the trial, sometimes it's during the deliberations, but 


10 I've never had that happen where they didn't figure it out. So 


11 we've got all this overwhelming evidence coming at us, we've 


12 got Dana Maldonado telling all kinds of stories. Excuse me for 


13 a second, I do want to look at my notes. I don't have the high 


14 technology that we have here. 


15 I want to switch over and try to tell some of the 


16 things that, these are the things that we know. Well, let me 


17 things that we know. We know that the DNA profile was, 


18 according to the State's witness was on the trigger of the 


19 weapon. Okay. And all that means, I told you I was going to 


20 ask them, and I told you I've done that before, it just means 


21 that the person touched it, and she corrected me. I love it 


22 when the experts correct me. It doesn't actually mean that you 


23 touched the gun, it just means that there was some kind of 


24 connection the gun about the DNA, that's fine. What's more 


25 important than the trigger of the gun is the slide. The slide 


420







409 


1 is what you cock the gun to fire the gun. So whoever fired 


2 that gun would have had to cock it with the slide. Why wasn't 


3 there DNA on that? We don't know whose gun that was. We know 


4 it came from Connecticut, we know that Brandon came from 


5 Connecticut, we know he was trying to get guns. We know that 


6 Dana Maldonado said she had a gun, a nine millimeter, same type 


7 of gun, and she said hadn't seen hers in three days. Why would 


8 she say that? She just, I got a nine millimeter I haven't seen 


9 in three days. She's very clever. 


10 I'm going to throw up some things that I want you all 


11 to consider, and I have to be careful when I do this because I 


12 don't want you to think that we're switching the burden of 


13 proof. This is a criminal case. The burden of proof is always 


14 on the State, and because I say something, this is what 


15 happened, or this is probably what happened, I'm not taking 


16 over to prove that beyond a reasonable doubt, it's just part of 


17 the doubt, it's part of the full picture, and it's something 


18 for you to consider if you're looking for reasonable doubt, and 


19 you need to because the judge is going to give these 


20 instructions to you, and that's part of it. This gun was found 


21 in a room, and another thing that Dana tried to, I'm just gonna 


22 go ahead and say it, that she tried to hide from us and she 


23 tried to mislead you with, why is that? She tried to say that 


24 bedroom was for Abdullah, and I had to pull it from her, like 


25 pulling teeth. Finally she agreed that, yes, they had joint 
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1 access to that. Some of that stuff in there was Abdullah's and 


2 some of it was Brandon's. We don't know who else had access to 


3 that room, but we know who all lived in that house. Okay? And 


4 the solicitor's theory about if you're in a hurry, you put your 


5 stuff there and then you leave, no, if you're in a hurry, you 


6 don't put your stuff there. Okay? If this is as the solicitor 


7 says it is, why would you go back in and dump everything in 


8 this joint room for the people that have access to it? And if 


9 you were leaving, you would just take your stuff with you. So 


10 that troubles me, and that trouble rises to the level of 


11 reasonable doubt, doubt that would cause a reasonable person to 


12 hesitate to act, that's reasonable doubt. So if get back in 


13 your jury room and you start talking about that stuff and you 


14 start, wait a minute, I don't know about that, that's a reason 


15 to hesitate to act, and that is reasonable doubt for not 


16 guilty. It all goes together. I never have heard a better 


17 recitation of the law about constitutional protections, I've 


18 never in all the time I've been doing this that we heard the 


19 other day from the judge, and if you all listened to that, I'll 


20 try to go over a little bit, but that was beautiful the way he 


21 did that, and reasonable doubt is a not guilty verdict. So 


22 we're going to have to analyze all of this stuff together when 


23 you get into your deliberations, so every time there was a 


24 question about where Abdullah might be, Dana tried to put him 


25 in the car, she tried to put him in different places. She told 
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1 a story that I don't believe for a second about going to the 


2 vape store. Now maybe she went to the vape store, I don't 


3 think that's relevant to anything. She went to the vape store, 


4 but why did she say to Abdullah, but I asked her, where was 


5 Brandon: Brandon stayed home. You don't know Abdullah. 


6 Abdullah didn't go into get a vape, Abdullah doesn't vape, to 


7 my knowledge, there's no testimony about that. He didn't go 


8 in, he didn't ask for anything, he didn't ask to go anywhere 


9 else, she just said he road with her to the store. Why would 


10 she say that? I'm gonna tell you why she said that. She's got 


11 to put him in the car somehow, all right? Because she knows 


12 the theory of the case. She's met with the cops at least three 


13 times. The theory of the case is Abdullah was in the car. 


14 There's no evidence that Abdullah was in the car, other than 


15 she said on at least the third time around that she loaned the 


16 car to these guys, but she never saw them drive the car. I 


17 don't know which story, she's told so many stories, which one's 


18 the truth, but she was trying to put it in the story about the 


19 vape. The evidence is contradictory to that because there is 


20 no DNA evidence that Abdullah was in that car, and if they want 


21 you to believe that the DNA on one thing is evidence of guilt 


22 but no DNA is evidence reasonable doubt, they can't have their 


23 cake and eat it, too. They can't have it go both ways, it's 


24 either one way or the other way, but all of that added together 


25 is reasonable doubt. So if he's not in the car, then he's not 
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1 in the parking lot, and if he's not in the parking lot at the 


2 time of the murder, then he's not guilty. You don't have to go 


3 to reasonable doubt, you can just go to plain old not guilty, 


4 and we know from the State's expert witness about the cell 


5 towers. I've never seen such a wonderful presentation about 


6 electronic gizmos as I did in this trial from the State's 


7 expert witness about a cell phone, but at the end of the day I 


8 went over and got a not, and I wanted to make sure I asked the 


9 question right, and he said that none of that stuff puts 


10 Abdullah's phone in the parking lot at the time of the murder. 


11 You all remember that question, and if that's not reasonable 


12 doubt, I don't know what is. And it's his phone, it's not him, 


13 it's his phone. And you might be saying, well, if it's his 


14 phone wouldn't he have his phone, I got my phone, wouldn't you 


15 carry your phone with you? Well, maybe, but don't you 


16 remember? Go back to Dana. What did Dana say? Oh, while 


17 texting, it's not -- this is Dullah. Okay? She don't know who 


18 Dullah is. We don't know who's on the other end, and I finally 


19 got her to agree that just because somebody texts you, remember 


20 I said, I could be Santa, this is Santa Claus. We don't know 


21 who was texting who, who it was. It doesn't matter because it 


22 doesn't prove guilt, and if it doesn't prove guilt it doesn't 


23 help us make this decision, and if we're struggling with our 


24 decision, what is our decision? If we're struggling with a 


25 decision, guilt or innocence, then our decision is already made 
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1 for us, the law tells us what it is, it is not guilty. You 


2 resolve all doubt in favor of the defendant, no matter what the 


3 case is. And some people don't like doing murder case because 


4 the stakes are so high, there's such an emotional component to 


5 them. I like doing murder cases because I feel a sense of 


6 justice. I feel like this is the opportunity that we can get 


7 it right. The judge told you, if we mess up the law, we've got 


8 people in Columbia that can fix that. If we mess up the facts, 


9 we're probably not going to be able that straightened out. So 


10 let's get it right, let's follow the facts and follow the law. 


11 The pistol fellow, or I don't know the title that 


12 they go by, no disrespect it was ballistics, I think they 


13 changed the name of it now, the solicitor talked about it 


14 earlier, the fellow that talked about the gun, that was great 


15 testimony. It's got nothing to do with Abdullah Seifullah 


16 because even he says he can't tell who fired the gun, or even 


17 who put it in the bedroom. Right? Who put the gun in the 


18 bedroom? We know the testimony, if you want to draw, and 


19 you're allowed to draw reasonable inferences and conclusions 


20 from the actual testimony and any exhibits that are there, so 


21 if you draw a reasonable inference from the testimony you have, 


22 it's what? Abdullah was not in the car, therefore, Abdullah 


23 was not in the parking lot, and if Abdullah was not the parking 


24 lot, he could not have committed the murder. 


25 I'm going to leave you with one thing, well I gotta 
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1 talk about the law. The judge is going to talk about the law. 


2 This case has got so many facts in it, usually I talk about the 


3 law first and usually that's pretty much all I talk about, but 


4 the law is real simple, the defendant is presumed innocent 


5 until or unless, that's the language I use, the State can prove 


6 beyond a reasonable doubt guilt, and they can state each and 


7 every element. The Solicitor already told you what elements 


8 are, everybody knows burden is. They don't have that here, 


9 they don't have that here. There's another charge, he did the 


10 first charge and the second one, so we're not worried about 


11 that. All of this is important. When I say this is important, 


12 it doesn't denigrate or lower other things, they're all 


13 important, but it is important to remember that the defendant 


14 is presumed innocent, okay, and he doesn't have to testify, and 


15 even the judge told you at the beginning, there are times when 


16 somebody is innocent, but he can't prove his innocence because 


17 of other situations, right, he just can't do it, so that's why 


18 in America they don't have to prove his innocence, and they 


19 never will because sometimes they can't do that, so that's a 


20 big deal. When you all came in here, I know you had to be 


21 thinking when the State rested and the judge said we're going 


22 to do some law things and we'll bring you back and he brought 


23 us back in, I guarantee when he said, whenever he said to the 


24 defense, we'll hear from you now, or whatever, somebody on the 


25 jury was probably thinking, oh, the defense is going to put 


426







415 


1 something up, and then I said we rest and that was the end of 


2 it, and I could tell some of you all were, like, maybe caught 


3 off guard by that, and that's okay, but what that signals to 


4 you is the emphasis to remember to carry that into your jury 


5 room shouldn't be part of deliberations, but it should be in 


6 your head that, oh, yeah, they don't have to do anything 


7 because the judge already told us. Okay? What's improper is 


8 if you say, oh, you know, people must be guilty if they don't 


9 take stand. No, that's not true, it's not allowed, it's not, 


10 oh, I it's allowed, yes, but it's not what the law requires for 


11 you all to come back with a verdict. All right? So let me 


12 make sure I've got everything I wanted to talk about. You 


13 know, I wish we would have had a little more information about 


14 the description of the person running down from the parking 


15 lot. We've had a couple people say it was a black male, but I 


16 don't remember anybody saying how they figured that out. I 


17 thought they said it was dark with dark clothes on and had a 


18 mask on. I don't know if they saw hands or a faces, and one 


19 guy said he saw their eyes. I don't know how you could tell 


20 that. I wish we could get a little more descriptive about how 


21 we know it was a black person. Maybe that's there and I just 


22 didn't hear it, but I'm sure you did, but it matches the 


23 theory, but remember, that's a theory because of Dana and her 


24 at least three conversation with the police, but there's no 


25 identification that it was him. We don't know how they thought 
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1 it was a black person. We don't know what Dana Maldonado's 


2 17-year-old looks like. We don't know any other information 


3 about that. I think I've covered everything with you. I do 


4 want to leave you with one last thing. I am glad that they 


5 showed us a picture of Planet Fitness because up until the 


6 time, I've never figured out, but what was he wearing? Does 


7 anybody remember? Oh, yeah, and you can have access to any of 


8 this stuff if you want to at the end of the case. He was 


9 wearing shiny white shoes. I tapped him on the shoulder, and 


10 said, nice shoes, bud. That's when I figured it out, and 


11 that's what I told you all earlier, I know that somebody else 


12 figured out, too. If you're following somebody and you can 


13 describe that they're a black male and had a conversation with 


14 him and he was agitated and I asked him if he needed help, did 


15 somebody steal your car, he had on dark clothing, he had on a 


16 mask, he had on this, he had on that, and this, everybody I 


17 know, never say everybody, most people I know will look at 


18 somebody's shoes, especially if they're running. Right? I did 


19 divorce law for over 20 years, and I guarantee you if the wife, 


20 if she didn't know anything about the girlfriend, she knew what 


21 kind of shoes she wore. All right? So don't you think if the 


22 person running in the parking lot had shiny white shoes on, 


23 that would have been the first thing you say: I saw a guy 


24 running down the parking lot with shiny white shoes. That's 


25 not reasonable doubt, that's beyond a reasonable doubt, that's 
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1 flat out not guilty, and I'm going to leave you all with that. 


2 Thank you very much for your attention. 


3 THE COURT: Thank you, Mr. Gardner. Mr. Foreman and 


4 ladies and gentlemen of the jury, I'm going to ask you that 


5 return to the jury room and refresh yourselves, but do not 


6 discuss the case in any way shape or form, and everyone remain 


7 seated as the jury exits the courtroom. 


8 (Jury exited the courtroom at this time) 


9 THE COURT: We'll have a very short charge 


10 conference. I'm going to charge the verdict duties of the jury 


11 and the trial judge, the fact that indictment is not evidence, 


12 how to evaluate with multiple charges, presumption of 


13 innocence, reasonable doubt, on how to evaluate the credibility 


14 of witnesses, how to evaluate expert witnesses, direct and 


15 circumstantial evidence, failure of the defendant to testify, 


16 I'm going to say that, I'm just going to charge the law that 


17 pertains to that, and I'm going to charge the substantive law 


18 of murder, and I've deleted what used to be the inference of 


19 malice with regard to the use of deadly weapon, and possession 


20 of a weapon during the commission of a violent crime. You're 


21 all going to have an opportunity to hear the charge in full and 


22 have an opportunity to object to any of that, but having been 


23 given an outline of it, is there any requests for additional 


24 charges from the State? 


25 MS. WALLER: No, sir, Your Honor. 
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1 


2 


3 


4 


5 


6 


7 


I am 


THE COURT: 


MR. GARDNER: 


THE COURT: 


charging? 


MS. WALLER: 


MR. GARDNER: 


THE COURT: 


Any from the defense? 


No, Your Honor. 


Very good. And no objection to 


No, sir. 


No, sir. 


We'll take about a five-minute 


8 we will be back momentarily. 


9 (Recess taken.) 


10 


11 


12 


13 


14 


15 


THE COURT: Anything from the State? 


MS. WALLER: No, sir, Your Honor. 


THE COURT: Anything from the defense? 


MR. GARDNER: No, Your Honor. 


THE COURT: We're ready for the jury. 


(Jury entered the courtroom at this time) 


( Jury Charge) 
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anything 


recess and 


16 


17 THE COURT: Mr. Foreman, ladies and gentlemen, you've 


18 heard all of the evidence that is going to be presented in this 


19 case, and now it's my responsibility to charge you the law. 


20 You've taken a solemn oath that you would listen to the 


21 evidence and determine what the true facts are and apply it to 


22 the law. In order for to you fulfill your sworn duty, you're 


23 going to have to pay attention to the law, and I wish there was 


24 an entertaining way to do that, but there is not, but it's 


25 important, and I'm going to ask that you perk up and pay very 
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1 close attention as I charge you the law. 


2 Mr. Foreman, ladies and gentlemen of the jury, you 


3 and I have specific duty to perform. As a trial judge it is my 


4 responsibility to preside over the trial, it is your 


5 responsibility to consider the testimony which has been 


6 presented from this witness stand, the exhibits, and any 


7 stipulations of counsel introduced in this trial. I also have 


8 the duty to charge the law. As the presiding judge I am the 


9 sole judge of the law, and it is your duty as jurors to accept 


10 and apply the law as I now state it to you. If you already 


11 have an idea as to what the law is or what the law ought to be 


12 and it does not agree with what I now tell you the law is, you 


13 must abandon your idea because you are sworn to accept the law 


14 and apply the law exactly as I state it to you. Your job to 


15 determine the facts, and in every case the jury is the sole and 


16 the exclusive judge of the facts. A trial judge cannot 


17 suggest, state, comment on, or make any statement to a trial 


18 jury about the facts. Since you the jury are the sole judges 


19 of the facts, you are not to infer from what I have said during 


20 the progress of this trial or on the ruling of admissibility of 


21 evidence, or otherwise, or anything that I say now during the 


22 course of this instruction to you that I have any opinion about 


23 the facts. The law simply does not allow me to have an opinion 


24 about the facts. This is matter solely for you to determine, 


25 and as jurors it is your duty to determine the effect, value 
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1 and weight of the evidence presented during this trial. 


2 The indictment charges the defendant with one count 


3 of murder, one count of possession of a weapon during the 


4 commission of a violent crime. The fact that the defendant was 


5 arrested, charged and indicted is not evidence and cannot be 


6 considered by you as evidence of guilt, nor does it create any 


7 presumption of inference of guilt. This indictment is simply 


8 the formal written instrument which contains the charge made 


9 against the defendant. It is the formal document by which this 


10 case is brought to court. Each indictment charges a separate 


11 distinct offense. You must decide each indictment separately 


12 on the evidence and the law applicable to it, uninfluenced by 


13 your decision as to other indictment. The defendant may be 


14 convicted or acquitted on any or all of the offenses and you 


15 will be asked to write a separate verdict of guilty or not 


16 guilty for each indictment. The defendant has pled not guilty 


17 to the indictment. That puts the burden on the State to prove 


18 the defendant guilty beyond a reasonable doubt. The person 


19 charged with committing a criminal offense in South Carolina is 


20 never required to prove himself innocent. I charge you that as 


21 a guiding rule of the law that the defendant in a criminal 


22 trial, no matter how serious the charge is, is always presumed 


23 to be innocent of the crime for which the indictment was issued 


24 unless guilt is proven by evidence satisfying you of that guilt 


25 beyond a reasonable doubt. This presumption of innocence does 
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1 not end when you begin your deliberations, but it accompanies 


2 the defendant throughout the trial until you reach a verdict of 


3 guilt based on evidence satisfying you of that guilt beyond a 


4 reasonable doubt. 


5 The presumption of innocence is like a robe 


6 righteousness placed about the shoulders of the defendant which 


7 remains with the defendant until it's been stripped from the 


8 defendant by evidence satisfying you of the defendant's guilt 


9 beyond a reasonable doubt. The presumption of innocence is not 


10 a mere legal theory, it's not just a legal phrase, it's a real 


11 and substantial right which every defendant is entitled to, as 


12 you the jury are satisfied from the evidence and the 


13 defendant's guilt beyond a reasonable doubt. 


14 What is reasonable doubt in the law? Reasonable 


15 doubt is the kind of doubt that would cause a reasonable person 


16 to hesitate to act. The State has the burden of establishing 


17 every fact necessary to prove the defendant guilty beyond a 


18 reasonable doubt. The law presumes that every person charged 


19 with a crime to be innocent and the burden of establishing 


20 guilt was placed solely on the State. Some of you may have 


21 served as jurors in civil cases where you were told it is only 


22 necessary to prove if a fact is more likely true than not, such 


23 as by a greater weight or the preponderance of the evidence. 


24 Other civil cases use clear and convincing evidence standard, 


25 and in those cases it's necessary to prove that the fact is 
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1 highly probable, but this is a criminal case and the State's 


2 proof must be more powerful than that. 


3 In criminal cases the State's proof must be beyond a 


4 reasonable doubt. Proof beyond reasonable doubt is proof that 


5 leaves you firmly convinced of the defendant's guilt. There 


6 are very few things in this world that we know with absolute 


7 certainty, and in criminal cases, the law does not require 


8 proof that overcomes every possible doubt. If, based on your 


9 consideration of the evidence, you are firmly convinced that 


10 the defendant is guilty of the crime charged, you must find the 


11 defendant guilty. The defendant is not required to prove his 


12 innocence. If, on the other hand, you think there is a real 


13 possibility that the defendant is not guilty, you must give the 


14 defendant the benefit of every reasonable doubt and find him 


15 not guilty. Necessarily, you must determine the credibility of 


16 witnesses who have testified. Credibility simply means 


17 believability. It's your duty as jurors to analyze, to 


18 evaluate the evidence and determine which evidence convinces 


19 you of its truth. When determining the believability of 


20 witnesses who have testified you may believe one witness over 


21 several witnesses or several witnesses over one witness. You 


22 may believe a part of the testimony of a witness and reject the 


23 remaining part of the testimony of that same witness. You may 


24 believe the testimony of a witness in its entirety or reject 


25 the testimony of a witness in its entirety. You may consider 
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1 whether any witness has exhibited to you any interest, bias, 


2 prejudice, or other motive in this case. You may also consider 


3 the appearance and the manner of a witness while on the witness 


4 stand, their demeanor. 


5 The Rules of Evidence ordinarily do not permit 


6 witnesses to testify as to opinions or conclusions. An 


7 exception to this rule exists for witnesses we call expert 


8 witnesses. A witness who by education and experience become an 


9 expert in some art, science, profession, or calling, may state 


10 an opinion as to relevant and material matter in which the 


11 witness claims to be an expert and may also state the reasons 


12 for the opinion. You should consider any expert opinion 


13 received in the evidence like any other evidence and give it 


14 the weight you think it deserves. If you decide that the 


15 opinion of a witness, the expert witness is not based on 


16 sufficient education or experience, if you conclude that the 


17 reasons given in support of the opinion are not sound, or that 


18 the opinion is outweighed by other evidence, you may disregard 


19 the opinion entirely. An expert witness's testimony is to be 


20 given no greater weight than that of other witnesses simply 


21 because the witness is an expert. Further, you are not 


22 required to accept an expert's opinion, even though it is not 


23 contradictory. 


24 There are two types of evidence which are generally 


25 presented during a trial, direct evidence and circumstantial 
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1 evidence. Direct evidence directly proves the existence of a 


2 fact and does not require deduction. Circumstantial evidence 


3 is proof of a chain of facts and circumstances indicating the 


4 existence of a fact. Crimes may be proven by circumstantial 


5 evidence. The law makes no distinction between the weight or 


6 value to be given to either direct or circumstantial evidence. 


7 However, to the extent the State relies on circumstantial 


8 evidence, the circumstances must be consistent with each other 


9 and when taken together, point conclusively to the guilt of the 


10 accused beyond original doubt. If these circumstances merely 


11 portray the defendant's behavior as suspicious, proof is 


12 failed. The State has the burden of proving the defendant 


13 guilty beyond a reasonable doubt. This burden rests on the 


14 State, regardless of whether the State relies on direct 


15 evidence, circumstantial evidence, or some combination of the 


16 two. I instruct you and emphasize that the fact that the 


17 defendant did not testify is not a factor to be considered by 


18 you in any way in your deliberations and in your consideration 


19 on the question of guilt or innocence of the defendant. It 


20 must not be considered by you in any manner, whatsoever. The 


21 defendant has the constitutional right to remain silent, and 


22 the assertion of this right must not be considered by you in 


23 your deliberations. I repeat, under your oath you're to draw 


24 no conclusion, whatsoever, from the fact that the defendant in 


25 this case did not testify. The fact that this defendant did 
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1 not testify should not even be discussed in the jury room. Mr. 


2 Foreman, I'm going to ask that you enforce that rule. There 


3 will be no discussion about the fact that the defendant did not 


4 testify. The burden of proof, as I have stated to you, is on 


5 the State. The defendant is not required to prove his 


6 innocence. The burden remains on the State to prove guilt 


7 beyond a reasonable doubt. 


8 I'm going to charge you the substantive law with 


9 regard to murder. Pay very close attention. The defendant is 


10 charged with murder. The State must prove beyond a reasonable 


11 doubt that the defendant killed another person with malice 


12 aforethought. Malice is hatred, ill will or hostility towards 


13 another person. It is the intentional doing of a wrongful act 


14 without a just cause or excuse or with an intent of inflicting 


15 injury or under circumstances that the law will infer an evil 


16 intent. Malice aforethought does not require that malice 


17 exists for a particular time before the act is committed. 


18 Malice must exist in the mind of the defendant just before and 


19 at the time the act is committed, therefore, there must be a 


20 combination of the previous evil intent and the act. Malice 


21 aforethought may be expressed or inferred. These terms 


22 "expressed" and "inferred" do not mean different kinds of 


23 malice, but merely the manner in which malice may be shown to 


24 exist. This is either by direct evidence or by an inference 


25 from the facts and circumstances which are proved. Expressed 
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1 malice is shown when a person speaks words which express hatred 


2 or ill will for another or when the person prepared beforehand 


3 to do that which was later accomplished, for example, lying in 


4 wait for a person or any other acts of preparation going to 


5 show that the deed was within the defendant's mind would be 


6 expressed malice. Malice may be inferred for conduct showing a 


7 total disregard for human life. If facts are proved beyond a 


8 reasonable doubt sufficient to raise an inference of malice to 


9 your satisfaction, this inference would simply be an 


10 evidentiary fact to be considered by you along with other 


11 evidence in the case. You may give it the weight that you 


12 think it deserves. 


13 I'm going to charge you the law with regard to 


14 possession of a weapon during the commission of a violent 


15 crime. The defendant is charged with possession of a weapon 


16 during the commission of a violent crime or attempt to commit a 


17 violent crime. Statements prove beyond reasonable doubt that 


18 the defendant was in possession of a firearm or visibly 


19 displayed what appeared to be a firearm during the commission 


20 of a violent crime. A firearm means any machine gun, automatic 


21 rifle, revolver, pistol, or any weapon which will and is 


22 designed to or may be readily converted to expelling a 


23 projectile. In order to find the defendant guilty of 


24 possession of a weapon during the commission of a violent 


25 crime, you must first find the defendant guilty of either 
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1 committing a violent crime or attempting to commit a violent 


2 crime. For purposes of this statute, murder is, indeed, a 


3 violent crime. The State must prove beyond reasonable doubt 


4 that the weapon further advanced or helped in the commission of 


5 the crime. 


6 I'm going to share with you the verdict form. Mr. 


7 Foreman, I'm going to ask if you can stand up for a moment and 


8 go over with you this verdict form. It's got a caption of the 


9 case, South Carolina, County of Horry, State of South Carolina 


10 versus Abdullah Seifullah. It's got the indictment numbers and 


11 this document is entitled to a verdict form, and it has: As to 


12 the offense of murder occurring on or about June 19, 2023, we 


13 the jury, by unanimous consent, find the defendant, and you 


14 have two choices: Not guilty or guilty. The same with regard 


15 to possession of a weapon in commission of a violent crime. 


16 There's a note on here that reiterates that the verdict must be 


17 unanimous. You can't get eleven to one, six to six, eight to 


18 four, everyone has to agree. I'm going ask that when you've 


19 reached the verdict, sign the verdict. You sign your name 


20 there, date it and notify the bailiff upon reaching the 


21 verdict. I want to ask that you have a seat and I'll talk to 


22 just a little bit more. 


23 Mr. Foreman, you are charged with the responsibility 


24 of presiding over the deliberation process. That essentially 


25 means that you are to ensure that everybody's voice is heard. 
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1 If during the deliberation someone will get up and use the 


2 restroom, stop deliberations, because everyone has to 
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3 participate in all of the deliberation process. Throughout 


4 your deliberations there might be a question that comes up. 


5 I'll tell you from the very outset, you've heard the law. I 


6 can't answer questions with regard to the factual questions, 


7 that's your job. If you have a question with regard to the 


8 law, I can certainly help you with that. If you have a 


9 question and you can't determine whether it's a question of law 


10 or fact, write it down. If it's something I can help you with, 


11 I will, but I don't anticipate there are going to be any 


12 questions because throughout this trial I noticed when the 


13 lawyers have asked questions, you look at the lawyer, and when 


14 the witness is answering, you look at them, you all have been 


15 very attentive. You all have all the tools necessary to 


16 resolve the factual questions and pay very close attention to 


17 the law. When I send you all out of the courtroom, I always 


18 say, don't begin deliberations, and once again, I'm going to 


19 tell you that because I have to talk to these very fine lawyers 


20 to determine whether or not they have any objection as to the 


21 manner in which I've charged the law. Maybe I've charged 


22 something inadvertently wrong or left something out. If that's 


23 the case, I'll bring you back in, we'll make that correction 


24 and then send you back into the jury room and tell you to begin 


25 deliberations. If there are no questions or any requests for 
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1 me to alter the jury charge, and I will get these lawyers to 


2 gather up documentary evidence, they will bring the documentary 


3 evidence into you to tell you to begin the deliberations, but 


4 do not begin until I give you instructions to do so. In 


5 evidence there's a pistol, and in evidence there's some 


6 bullets. Just out of additional precaution, I'm going to send 


7 the gun back that's safe, that's safely secured, and I'm gonna 


8 keep the bullets out here. If you need to see the bullets, we 


9 will get the pistol out and give you the bullets, just for 


10 safety reasons, and I'm going to ask the alternates to remain 


11 with us, if you would. And I'm going to ask that you return to 


12 the jury room, alternates, remain with us. Y'all return to the 


13 jury room, but do not begin deliberations. 


14 (Jury exited the courtroom at this time) 


15 I want to speak to the alternates here for a moment. 


16 Thank y'all for being here. It's quite often we have to excuse 


17 a juror for one reason or another, and if we didn't have y'all 


18 here we would have to start all over again, and you're sort of 


19 like our insurance policy in that regard. I know y'all kind of 


20 feel like y'all have been invited to a dance and didn't get to 


21 dance. This is, indeed, a public forum, and y'all can stay 


22 here. Y'all got a lot of time invested in this. I understand 


23 you want to see the result of it. If you have other things 


24 that you'd rather do, you can call the clerk's office later, 


25 probably this afternoon, or tomorrow, and find out what the 
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1 verdict was. Have either of you ever served on a jury before? 


2 Well, hopefully it's been a learning experience and you know a 


3 little bit more about DNA and cell phones and a little bit more 


4 about how our traditional system works. I do have good news 


5 for you. You'll be paid handsomely for your service, I think 


6 it's $5.00 a day, $15.00 a day, .25 cents a mile, certainly a 


7 small token of appreciation on behalf of the State of South 


8 Carolina. I have other good news, in that if you're called to 


9 serve in this court within the next three years, you can tell 


10 them you served this week, and you'll be exempt, but it does 


11 not apply to municipal court, magistrate's court or federal 


12 court, but if you're called to this court, you've earned an 


13 exemption. Do y'all have any questions of me? I'm going to 


14 release you from your order. You can talk to anybody you want 


15 to about this case. You can put anything you want to on the 


16 Twitter, or whatever at this juncture, but if someone were to 


17 try to talk to you about this and you don't want to talk to 


18 them, tell them that. If they persist, report that to me, and 


19 I'll deal with them accordingly. I don't anticipate that would 


20 happen, but good luck to you, and you're free to stay if you 


21 would like, you're free to leave if you'd like. As a matter of 


22 fact, we have a nutritious dinner provided to the jury from 


23 Chick-fil-A, and you can wait around and pick that up and take 


24 it to go with you, if you'd like. All right, well, you're free 


25 to leave at this time. Thank you very much. 
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2 


3 


4 


Any objections to the jury charge? 


MS. WALLER: No, sir, Your Honor. 


MR. GARDNER: No, sir, Your Honor. 
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THE COURT: I want to ask if y'all can come forward 


5 and gather up the documentary evidence, and do you all have an 


6 objection to me not sending the bullets back with the gun? 


MS. WALLER: Not at all, Your Honor. 


THE COURT: That would be a disaster. 


7 


8 


9 MS. WALLER: It could be. Let's see where they are. 


10 This is the bullets, well, they're empty, but we can leave them 


11 here. Then they won't have magazines either. 


12 


13 


14 


THE COURT: Okay. 


MS. WALLER: They don't need them anyway. 


THE COURT: I'm gonna ask each of y'all, is 


15 everything in that pile into evidence? 


MS. WALLER: Yes, sir. 16 


17 


18 


19 


20 


THE COURT: Is there anything in the pile that's not 


in evidence? 


MS. WALLER: Everything we marked came in, yes. 


THE COURT: That's what I want y'all to do is look at 


21 it and make sure that everything in that pile is into evidence, 


22 and make sure there's not anything in there that isn't 


23 evidence. 


24 THE COURT: Mr. Gardner, is everything in the basket 


25 into evidence? 


443







432 


1 MR. GARDNER: Yes, sir. 


2 THE COURT: Is there anything in the basket that's 


3 not into evidence. 


4 MR. GARDNER: Other than that. 


5 THE COURT: Other than the bullets and magazine we've 


6 addressed? 


7 


8 


MR. GARDNER: Yes, sir. 


THE COURT: If we could send the documentary evidence 


9 back and tell them to begin deliberations. 


10 (Recess taken) 


11 THE COURT: Counsel approach to bench. 


12 The jury has requested a computer. I'm going to ask the 


13 bailiff just to provide them with a computer. The Solicitor's 


14 office has provided them one that has no internet access and 


15 I'm just going to instruct the bailiff or the deputy just carry 


16 it down to the bailiff and just give it to them. Okay. We'll 


17 stand at ease. 


18 (Recess taken) 


19 MS. WALLER: I have a list, Your Honor. 


20 THE COURT: Do you all have an objection just to give 


21 them the list so they can --


22 


23 


24 grab it. 


25 


MR. MARTIN: It's the same thing we gave you 


MS. WALLER: I'll show it to you real quick, let me 


MR. GARDNER: Did they say which video they want to 
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1 watch? 


2 THE COURT: No, they just said they want to be able 


3 to determine which one's which. 


4 MR. GARDNER: Yeah, I don't blame them. 


5 THE COURT: Do you have an objection to giving them 


6 just that information? 


7 MR. GARDNER: I do not, Your Honor. 


8 MS. WALLER: I'm going to have to print it real 


9 quick, Your Honor. It will just take me a second. 


10 THE COURT: Okay. Let's do that. Counsel approach 


11 the bench. 


12 (Off the record discussion was he1d at the bench by 


13 Court and counse1) 


14 THE COURT: Tell the Foreman to come out with the 


15 computer. 


16 MR. GARDNER: Can I get him here before to Foreman 


17 comes out? 


18 THE COURT: Hold onto that door until we get his 


19 client out. 


20 


21 


THE DEPUTY: Yes, sir. 


MS. WALLER: It seems that what we're discussing is 


22 the laptop is very locked down. It doesn't have PowerPoint on 


23 it, so they're trying to play the PowerPoint presentation from 


24 the cell phone records. They're not going to be able to play 


25 that with that computer. I don't know what we could do. I 
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1 have it printed out. I could give them a printout of it, if 


2 you want to do that. 


3 THE COURT: I think they specifically wanted to look 


4 at the video. 


5 


6 


MS. WALLER: Okay. 


THE COURT: All right. We're ready for the Foreman. 


7 Mr. Foreman, how are you doing? 


8 THE JUROR: Good. 


9 THE COURT: I understand that you all are having 


10 difficulty with the computer? What is it specifically that you 


11 all want to watch that you can't watch? 


12 THE JUROR: It was the PowerPoint. I believe it is 


13 Kangas. I'm sorry, I don't have the sheet in front of me. 


14 THE COURT: Okay. All right. Well, why won't it 


15 play that? 


16 THE JUROR: I honestly --


17 THE COURT: Have you watched something else, or is 


18 that the only thing you all need to watch on there? 


19 THE JUROR: Yes. We have viewed a video that seems 


20 to be a PowerPoint, and I'm not sure how to get it to open. 


21 THE COURT: Oh, okay. 


22 MS. WALLER: Your Honor, that computer does not have 


23 software on it that can play a PowerPoint. 


24 


25 


THE COURT: Okay. 


MS. WALLER: So what I'm told by our computer expert 
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1 here is that we have this laptop here that can play it, and the 


2 jury is welcome to use that as long as the bailiff will just 


3 have to stay and make sure that they don't get on the internet 


4 or do anything other than watch the PowerPoint videos. 


5 THE COURT: We probably just need to bring them in. 


6 Well, I think they need to deliberate through the process. 


7 MS. WALLER: And I have a Printout of it, too, if 


8 that works, too. 


9 THE COURT: Would a printout suffice? 


10 THE JUROR: I believe so. 


11 THE COURT: All right. Well, if it does not, let us 


12 know, and then we will -- I'll probably swear you in not to 


13 allow them to get on anything else but that, not to get on the 


14 Internet, not to look at anything else, but lets print out the 


15 PowerPoint, and then we will send that back into you. You can 


16 return to the jury room. If that does not suffice, let us know 


17 and we'll get it for them. 


18 


19 


THE JUROR: Thank you, sir. 


THE COURT: Thank you. Any objection to that printed 


20 version of PowerPoint? 


21 


22 


23 


24 


25 


MR. MARTIN: No, sir. 


THE COURT: Mr. Gardner? 


MR. GARDNER: No, Your Honor. 


THE COURT: Very good. We'll stand at ease. 


(Recess taken) 
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1 THE COURT: Anything from the State before we receive 


2 the verdict? 


MS. WALLER: No, sir, Your Honor. 


THE COURT: Anything from defense? 


MR. GARDNER: No, Your Honor. 


3 


4 


5 


6 THE COURT: We're ready for the jury. We have a 


7 number of people here in the audience, and I want to let 


8 everybody know that regardless of what the verdict is, there 


9 will be no outbursts. I'm required to preside over these 


10 proceedings, and I'm also charged with responsibility of 


11 maining order in the court. If you feel as though you can't 


12 maintain your composure for whatever reason, you probably need 


13 to get up and leave the courtroom now because any outbursts 


14 will be punished by contempt. Very good. 


(Jury entered the courtroom at this time) 


THE COURT: Mr. Foreman, have you reached a verdict? 


THE JUROR: Yes, sir. 


THE COURT: Is it unanimous? 


THE FOREMAN: Yes, sir. 


15 


16 


17 


18 


19 


20 THE COURT: Verdict form seems to be in proper order, 


21 I'll ask the Clerk to publish it. 


22 (Verdict) 


23 THE CLERK: Indictment Numbers 2025-GS-26-02862 and 


24 2025-GS-26-02863, State of South Carolina, County of Horry, 


25 versus Abdullah Seifullah, as to the offense of Murder, 
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1 occurring on or about June 19, 2023, we the jury, by unanimous 


2 consent, find the defendant: Guilty. 


3 As to the offense of Possession of a Weapon during a 


4 Violent Crime, occurring on or about June 19, 2023, we the 


5 jury, by unanimous consent, find the Defendant: Guilty. 


6 Signed by Foreperson, Justin Kraft, dated June 5, 2025. Ladies 


7 and gentlemen of the jury, if this is your verdict, so signify 


8 by raising your right hand. Thank you. 


9 THE COURT: Thank you. Any additional requests for 


10 poll? 


11 


12 


MR. GARDNER: No, Your Honor. 


THE COURT: All right. Mr. Foreman, ladies and 


13 gentlemen of the jury, you having fulfilled your discharge, 


14 your duty as a juror. It's my responsibility, after the 


15 finding of guilt, I'm required to sentence this individual. Of 


16 course, you've all had the entire week here invested in this, 


17 you might want to see this thing through, however, you've 


18 discharged your duty. If you would like to leave, you're 


19 certainly welcome to do that. This is, indeed, a public forum. 


20 You can stay here and watch the sentencing, if you would like, 


21 if you don't want to you're free to leave, and if anybody would 


22 like to leave, you can leave right now. Does anybody wish to 


23 do that? I will discharge you from your responsibility not to 


24 discuss the case. You've earned a three-year exemption if you 


25 are called to serve in this court within the next three years. 
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1 Thank you for your service. 


2 THE COURT: I'm going to ask the defendant, if you 


3 all can come forward, and come forward, and I'm going to 


4 recognize the State, and I'll be glad to hear from you all with 


5 regard to sentencing. 


6 MS. WALLER: Thank you, Your Honor. Mr. Martin just 


7 went to go get the sentencing sheet. Would you like me to 


8 begin or wait for him to bring that back? 


9 THE COURT: Well, you can go ahead and begin. We'll 


10 proceed to the sentencing sheet when he comes. 


11 


12 


MS. WALLER: And the Court's indulgence one moment? 


THE COURT: Yes. We'll entertain motions at the 


13 conclusion of this. 


14 MS. WALLER: Your Honor, we're going to have a 


15 representative of the victim's family speak. Your Honor's 


16 heard the testimony presented in this courtroom this week. 


17 This act was a random act of violence against a wholly innocent 


18 young man who was just twenty-years old. He wasn't doing a 


19 thing but going about his life and living his life when this 


20 man walked up to him and just shot him in cold blood, shot him 


21 dead, and his family is here. You can see all the support he 


22 has, his mother is sitting here. His family is devastated by 


23 this act. The State would seek the maximum punishment allowed, 


24 and I can go into this Defendant's history, as well, because he 


25 has a rather extensive criminal history. 
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1 THE COURT: Yes. 


2 MS. WALLER: Your Honor, this Defendant has, these 


3 are convictions that we received from the State of Connecticut: 


4 Possession with Intent for Narcotics, three counts. Possession 


5 with Intent to Distribute Narcotics, that is from 2018. He has 


6 Violation of a Criminal Protection Order from 2018; a Breach of 


7 the Peace from 2018; Carrying of a Pistol Without a Permit; 


8 Possession of a Weapon in Motor Vehicle; Criminal Possession of 


9 a Pistol from 2018; he has Assault Second Degree; stealing a 


10 firearm, two counts from 2023; he has Assault Second Degree 


11 from 2023; Assault of a Public Safety Officer or an EMT 


12 Transport from 2023; Carrying a Pistol Without a Permit in 


13 2023; three counts Criminal Possession of a Revolver from 2023; 


14 Sale or Purchase of a Large Capacity Magazine from 2023, two 


15 counts; Interfering With an Officer or Resisting Arrest from 


16 2023; Criminal Possession of a Pistol, two counts; Burglary 


17 Third Degree; Larceny Third Degree and Burglary Third from 


18 2024. Those are all out of Connecticut, and I believe that is 


19 pretty much it. Your Honor, he has some older convictions even 


20 before that from 2003, a risk of injury from Connecticut for 


21 which he received a 30-month jail sentence; a drug charge from 


22 Connecticut back in 2023; 1998 for narcotics; and then random 


23 with probation violations. 


24 THE COURT: Very good. 


25 MS. WALLER: Would you like to hear from the victim's 
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1 family at this time? 


2 THE COURT: Yes. 


3 MR. DIMAS: Good afternoon, Your Honor. My name is 


4 Quan Dimas (ph.) I am the cousin of the victim that died, and 


5 I'm here speaking to speak on behalf of my cousin and my aunt. 


6 THE COURT: Very good. I'll be glad to hear from 


7 you. 


8 MR. DIMAS: Thank you for having us and letting us 


9 speak today. I want to thank you all for being here, 


10 everyone's professionalism, thank you for everything you stand 


11 for and what this great nation has provided. I'd like to thank 


12 the justice system for doing so forth everything that's come 


13 forth, and as you can tell, the grief is deep in my family. 


14 Excuse me while I compose myself. 


15 


16 


THE COURT: Take your time. 


MR. DIMAS: In terms of this case, we'd like you to 


17 take note of this rapport that my cousin had, what we've all 


18 done to gather here for him, and to take note of all that he 


19 was looking forward to, and the circumstances of this murder 


20 seem very ill just, and as you said, as you discussed, with 


21 malice, and we would like nothing more than for the State of 


22 South Carolina to use its full extent and power to serve that 


23 justice with whatever it has available for the Defendant. 


24 THE COURT: Very good. Thank you for being here. 


25 MR. DIMAS: Thank you. 
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MS. WALLER: No, sir, Your Honor. 
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1 


2 


3 


4 


THE COURT: I'd be glad to hear from the defense. 


MR. GARDNER: Thank you. May it please the Court, 


5 Your Honor? Abdullah Seifullah is forty-five years old, and I 


6 know you've heard the facts, and you've heard everything else. 


7 I haven't spoke with him since the verdict. I don't know if he 


8 wants to talk to you or not, but on his behalf, I understand 


9 that you have wide discretion in what you can do with the 


10 sentence, and I would ask you most respectfully to consider the 


11 minimum sentence on this because at 30 years, plus 45, he would 


12 be seventy-five years old, and we ask you to consider making 


13 that the order. 


14 THE COURT: Mr. Seifullah, you have a right to speak 


15 if you would like to speak. It's not necessary, but if you 


16 would like to speak, I'd be glad to hear from you. 


17 THE DEFENDANT: No. 


18 


19 


20 


21 


THE COURT: You don't care to speak? 


THE DEFENDANT: No. 


THE COURT: Okay. Very good. 


(Sentencing) 


22 Mr. Seifullah, I've been on the bench for 20 years, 


23 and I've always sought to temper justice with mercy and 


24 compassion. I'm a true believer in redemption and 


25 rehabilitation, however, given your record and the senseless 
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1 brutal nature of this crime, I think it demands the most severe 


2 sentence. Mercy in this case must give way to the Court's duty 


3 to protect and the punishment for taking the life of an 


4 innocent individual. The sentence of the Court on Indictment 


5 2025-GS-26-02863, on the sentence of murder, you are to be 


6 committed to the South Carolina Department of Corrections for 


7 the rest of your natural life, and for whatever reason you're 


8 given credit for any time that you've already served. 


9 With regard to Indictment 2025-GS-26-02862, 


10 Possession of a Weapon During the Commission of a Violent 


11 Crime, the sentence of the Court is that you be committed to 


12 the South Carolina Department of Corrections for a period of 


13 five years. These sentences are to run concurrent. Good luck 


14 to you. 


15 We're going to give him a moment, and we probably 


16 need to entertain motions at this juncture. Mr. Gardner, I'd 


17 be happy to entertain any motions that you might have, and I 


18 don't know whether you would like for the Defendant to be here 


19 or not, or if you would like to make note of it and we can 


20 revisit within the next ten days. 


21 


22 


23 


MR. GARDNER: Are you going to be here? 


THE COURT: I'll be here tomorrow. 


MR. GARDNER: If we can't do it until next week, I 


24 just -- I haven't --


25 THE COURT: I'm going to be in Florence next week. 
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2 


MR. GARDNER: I think I'm going to be with you. 


THE COURT: Okay. Very good. I'll be glad -- I 
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3 think it's pretty clear what the issues are, and I would be 


4 happy to entertain any motions that you have at that time. 


5 MR. GARDNER: The last couple cases, we didn't have 


6 any motions the last two cases I tried. 


7 THE COURT: Might counsel approach the bench for one 


8 moment? 


9 (Off the record discussion was he1d at the bench by 


10 Court and counse1.) 


11 THE COURT: Do you feel it necessary for the 


12 Defendant to be here? 


13 MR. GARDNER: I don't think so, Your Honor. The last 


14 things I told him was I would file the appellate order. 


15 THE COURT: That's your choice. 


16 


17 


18 


MR. GARDNER: Yes, sir. 


THE COURT: Very good. 


MR. GARDNER: Your Honor, if it may please the Court, 


19 at this time I would ask for the record that I would renew all 


20 the previous motions I made at the conclusion of the State's 


21 case and at the conclusion of my case when I rested. I would 


22 ask for you to direct a verdict of acquittal, and I would also 


23 ask for a new trial at this time. 


24 THE COURT: Very good. I'd be glad to hear from the 


25 State. 
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1 MS. WALLER: Your Honor, the State's position is that 


2 there was more than enough evidence for the jury to render 


3 their verdict in this case. Their evidence of guilt in the 


4 State's mind was both overwhelming and beyond a reasonable 


5 doubt. The State does not feel that any -- All previous 


6 motions were correctly decided as far as directed verdict and 


7 do not see any need for a new trial based on what's happened 


8 here today. The jury verdict should stand. 


9 THE COURT: Mr. Gardner, your motions are noted and 


10 denied, and you're protected on the record in all respects. 


11 Good luck to you. 


12 MR. GARDNER: Thank you, Your Honor. 


13 THE COURT: Thank you. 


14 MS. WALLER: Thank you, Your Honor. 


15 


16 


17 


18 


19 


20 


21 


22 


23 


24 


25 


(Tria1 conc1uded at this time) 
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2 STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA 


3 COUNTY OF HORRY 
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4 I, Julie A. Kevish, Official Court Reporter 


5 for the State of South Carolina, do hereby certify that the 


6 foregoing is a true, accurate and complete Transcript of Record 


7 of the proceedings had and evidence introduced in the Court of 


8 General Sessions for Horry County, South Carolina, on the 5th 


9 of June, 2025. 


10 I do further certify that I am neither of kin, 


11 counsel, nor interest to any party hereto. 


12 


13 


14 


15 


16 


17 


18 


19 


20 


21 


22 


23 


24 


25 


June 5, 2025 


JULIE A. KEVISH 
OFFICIAL COURT REPORTER 
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WITNESSES u DOCKET NO. 2025-GS-26-02862 


The State of South Carolina 


County of Horry 


Detective Sean M. Wydra, Horry County Police 
Department 
HCPD2023070685 


ARREST WARRANT NUMBER 


, 2023A2610700436 
1


' DOA; 02/14/2025· · ·-· \._.) 


ACTION OF GRAND JURY 


1 l'RUEBltL 


Foreperson or rand Jury APR o g 2625 
Date: 


- VERDICT 


Foreperson of Petit Jury 
Date: 


Leigh A. Waller 
0371616 


COURT OF GENERAL SESSIONS 


April 2025 TERM 


THE STATE 


V. 
ABDULLAH SEIFULLAH 
BIM 
DOB: 
SSN: 


Indictment for 


POSSESSION OF A WEAPON DURING 
THE COMMISSION OF A VIOLENT 


CRIME 


CDR: 0549 


Statute: § 16-23-0490 


FIU::::U 
HORRY COUNT ·( 


20l5 kPR I O P 12= I 3 


RENEE N. ELVIS 
CLERK OF COURT 


HORRY COUNTY. SC 


DATE RECEIVED FROM 


GRAND JURY 


ORIGINAL 
RECEIVED 


JUN 16 2C25 


SC Court of Appeals 
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. . . 


STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA 


COUNlY OF HORRY 


) 
) 
) 


INDICTMENT 


At a Court of General Sessions, convened on April 9, 2025, the Grand Jurors of 
Horry County present upon their oath: 


Possession of a Weapon During the Commission of a Violent Crime 
CDR: 0549 § 16-23-0490 


The defendant, Abdullah Seifullah, did on or about June 19, 2023, in Horry County, South 
~ ---- I 


Carolina, while committing the violent crime of Murder, possess a pistol, all in~vi~tianbf 
.. ,,.:Jrnrn ' . ~~24 


16-23-0490, Code of Laws of South Carolina (1976, as amended). ~ ~ ~ :n 
o _,, z 1,1 
r ·•. 1..:J 


Against the p~ace and dignity of the Stat~. and contrary to the statute in such~ e~ 8 • 
. -, '- • - 1 


made and provided. ""c,') ~ ~,; -~ 
0 


. . 
'.J 


JIMMY A. RICHARDSON, II 
FIFTEENTH CIRCUIT SOLICITOR 


RECEIVED 


SC Court of Appeals 
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============== ( DOCKET NO. 2025-GS-26-02863 
WITNESSES u 


Detective·sean M. W;dra, Horry County Police The State of South Carolina 
FILE.D 


HORRY t;OUf!TY 
Department 
HCPD2023070685 County of Horry 


ARREST WARRANT NUMBER 


2023A2610700437 
DOA 02/14/2025 


ACTION OF GRAND JURY 


TRilEBILL 


_J . .J,b 
Foreperson 7Grand Ju,yAOR O 9 2025 
Date: 


VERDICT 


Foreperson of Petit Ju,y 
Date: 


Leigh A Waller 
0371616 


COURT OF GENERAL SESSIONS 


2015 nPA IO P 12= 13 


RENEE N. ELVIS 
CLERi( OF eoURT 


HORRY COUNT Y, SC 


April 2025 TERM 


THE STATE 


V. 


ABDULLAH SEIFULLAH 
B/M 
DO 
SSN: 


Indictment for 


MURDER 


CDR: 0116 


Statute: §16-03-0010 


ORIGINAL 


DATE RECEIVED FROM 


GRANDJURY 


RECEIVED 


JUN 16 2025 


SC court of Appea\s 
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. . . 


STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA 


COUNlY OF HORRY 


) 
) 
) 


INDICTMENT 


At a Court of General Sessions, convened on April 9, 2025, the Grand Jurors of 
Horry County present upon their oath: 


Possession of a Weapon During the Commission of a Violent Crime 
CDR: 0549 § 16-23-0490 


The defendant, Abdullah Seifullah, did on or about June 19, 2023, in Horry County, South 
~ ---- I 


Carolina, while committing the violent crime of Murder, possess a pistol, all in~vi~tianbf 
.. ,,.:Jrnrn ' . ~~24 


16-23-0490, Code of Laws of South Carolina (1976, as amended). ~ ~ ~ :n 
o _,, z 1,1 
r ·•. 1..:J 


Against the p~ace and dignity of the Stat~. and contrary to the statute in such~ e~ 8 • 
. -, '- • - 1 


made and provided. ""c,') ~ ~,; -~ 
0 


. . 
'.J 


JIMMY A. RICHARDSON, II 
FIFTEENTH CIRCUIT SOLICITOR 


RECEIVED 


SC Court of Appeals 
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SENTENC~ ORDER IN THE COURT OF GENERAL SESSIONS 


...J ) INDICTMENT/CASE#: 2025-GS-26-02863 


STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA 
' COUNTY OF HORRY 


) AW#:2023A2610700437 


STATE VS. ) Date of Offense: 06/19/2023 


Abdullah Seifullah ) S.C Code§: 16-03-0010 


AKA: SSN· ) CDR Code#: 0116 


RACE: I! SEX: M ) Range of Offense: Murder (Death. Life. or NLT 30 years to Life} 


In disposition of the above indictment comes now the Defendant who was CONVICTED OF Gror □ PLEADS 
TO: Murder Range of Offense Pied: ...l..!:!D~e.!.aty:h!,..!:L:.!Jif~~ ~ ~ ~D~¥:!~~ -


ln violation of§ 16-03-001 Q of the S.C. Code of Laws, bearing CDR Code # 0116 
□ NON-VIOLENT IS!l"VIOLENT □ SERIOUS ~OST SERIOUS □ MANDATOR 


(CSC w/minor 1 ' 1 or CSC w/minor 3rd ) 


/ • 
111 ' L 1, "G • The charge is: ~ As indicted □ Lesser Included Offense □ Defendant Waives Presentment to Grapµ ':I..UfY (_ ~ J 


The plea is: D w/o Rec/Negotiations D Negotiated ________ D Recommendation -----tc--........ ~ -:---,-


S C Court ot • ,.,nl'\"'ls 72898 PD65097 nt" r ,._, 1:. 


Leigh A. Waller, SC Bar# Johnny Gardner, Attorney SC Bar# I o 0 Solicitor for Defendant ~ 1-~ ,..., 


The Defendant is cornrnltte~~Sffi~9'~ounty Detention Center D Home Incarceration Progra~ -<.. ~ t,r1: 


for a determinate term of ~~onths/yearsmme Served □ VOA NTE ___ years and/or sh~~i re-Y ~oe1 


of$ • provided that upon the service of ______ days/months/yearsmme Ser,ed and or p~riien~ b 
of$ ___ plus costs and assessments as applicable* ; balance is suspended with probation for ___ montj,~Qa ~ 1 


~ v r J 
and subject to SCDPPPS standard conditions of probation, which are incorporated by reference. _-.:.:. ~ ~ - ! 


/ . U; ~" 
Thv,entence shall run [J(coNCURRENT or □ CONSECUTIVE to sentence on: ~ ,-. 0 ~ 
[¥"The Defendant is to be given credit for time served pursuant to S.C. Code§ 24-13-40 to be calculated a~i~~d b~CD~ 


____ days/mon\hs □ To include time spent on monitored house arrest prior to trial and se_~_te_~9!'1~ § .":J-. 
SPECIAL CONDITIONS: t"".:) c:.:-' • ' 1 ·, -r~ -:-: :: .- U7 ·:-:i r-□ PTUP _________ _ 


□ No Contact with Victim D Domestic Violence Intervention Program 


D Sex Offender Registry purs4ant to S.C. Code§ 23-3-430 


□ Central Registry of Child Abuse and Neglect pursuant to S.C. Code§ 17-25-135 
□ Other: 


□ RESTITUTION See Separate Order (20% per S.C. Code §24-21-490(8) ) 


• - r. t- . ::i f,/ 
D Hold fo~J/ipati.e.nt Tr~tmehf; 0 
D SAC/MHmf i;cess~ :::; 


r.,· L,J -"( 


• Restitution 
FINE: 


-D 


§14-1-206 (Assessments 107.5%) 
§14-1-211 (A)(1) Conv. Surcharge) 
§14-1-211 (A)(2)(DUI Surcharge) 
§56-5-1995 (DUI Assessment) 
§56-1-286 (DUI Breath Test) 


Fine/Costs and Assessments are to be paid to the Clerk $100 


§14-1-212 (Law Enforcement Funding) 
§14-1-213 (Drug Court Surcharge) 


of Court within ____ days/months 


§34-11-?0(b)and(c), and 34-11.:90(c)and(d) (Admin Fraud Check Court Costs) 
§50-21-114 (BUI Breath Test Fee) 
§56-5-2942(J) (Vehicle Assesslnent) 
3% to County (if paid in installments) 
□ Appointed PD or appointed other counsel. Provisio requires $500 to be paid to Clerk during 
probation and shall be collected before any other fees 


□ §17-3-45(8) Unpaid Application Fee to be paid to the Public Defender Fund 


ReYlll 8[\AS 
Cl rk o_f Co rt/Deputy Clerk 


Court Reporter Judge Code 


$100 
$12 
$25 
$25 
$150 
$41 
$50 
$40/ea 
TBD 
$500 


$40 


TOTAL 


SCCA 17B 
01/27/2025 
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RECEIPT FOR EXHIBITS 
*203\ 


CASE NO. ~ 'DJ~ d:::P -;}b {);). S, foJ,- JUDGE {h . ,lJ c;f4/ r_J 


PLANTIFF $ie"Tc.,,of: .$ .,, L . PLTF'SATTY~:L..{;;t.L{lo !V\~lJ...1u, (.i)Y 


DEFENDANT: Ab J. L,) l l4 l ' sz:::-ku /-bfrF~ ATTY. T < 6 a.NA r: C 
DATE TRIAL STARTED: .: k ( ll[V /nc, DATE TRIAL ENDED: ~/ ;i- Va-o 0:(., 


Received of Cf: t A.>±f.a ~ 4 D.. l JJ:-lu u:dcourt Reporter for the above case, these exhibits: 


CouA-l .s e'tht b"+s 
<~ Q ,/\ , ~ / 1 (J ~ I h, -A ..,.. -/. (fv\j~ ~ / I D/, r kl" ..f-_,.. 1. 


,,..- 2. 


3. 
4. 


5. 
6. 
7. 


8. 
9. 
10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 


20 


~.:+-o~ ~ A-/ rR r . ll- - ..J_.. ()r'~ '"). ~ r 
-, :) - -


This aB ii-- day of ~ , 20 ,:Llc:,, 


HORRY COUNTY CLERK OF COURT . 


By:-~ 


This space for 
Clerk of 


Court's use 


\--h 7) /1Y -


Page l of j__ 
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Brock, Christie 


From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 
Attachments: 


CPL. Christina Suliman 
Field Operations Division 
Horry County Sheriff's Office 


Suliman, Christina 
Tuesday, January 14, 2025 1:44 PM 
Holt, Christie 
FW: Detainer information 
image0545.pdf 


1301 Second Avenue Conway, SC 29526 
Email : Sullmanc@horrycountysc.gov 
Tel 843.915.8347 Fax 843.915.6142 
Warrants Hotline 843.915.5688 
@; 


From: Graham, Chris <GrahamC@horrycountysc.gov> 
Sent: Tuesday, January 14, 2025 1:38 PM 
To: Suliman, Christina <sulimanc@horrycountysc.gov> 
Cc: Shelley, Linda <ShelleyL@horrycountysc.gov> 
Subject: Detainer information 


Please see attached that we received through the mail. Sending original through inter-office mail. 


Thanks 
Chris 
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Lieutenant Chris Graham 
Horry County Sheriff's Office 
Support Services 
1301 2nd Avenue Conway, SC 29526 
Tel 843.915.5450 Fax 843.915.6451 Emailgrahamc@horrycountysc.gov 
www.horrycounty.org 


* *NOTE - My primary email address has changed. Please update your records accordingly If applicable** 
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MacDougaU C.I. 
1153 East St. South 
Suffield et,. 06080 


Dear Sir or Madam: 


Attached please find fonns 2, 3 and 4 In accordance With the I.AD. for the ·noted Inmate regarding delainer(s) lodged against 
him in yqur Jurisdiction. 


In accordance with the I.AD. Article Ill, the Inmate should be brought to·tnal In your state within 180 days from receipt of this 
request 


If your Intention is not to extradite this lndMduaJ, please advise In writing what acUon you will take relative to this detainer. 


Please note this inmate has filed for disposition on detainers lodged from the foUoV,{fng States: 


\:--llMoe( ard u..eO{PQSJ ~ass . l.}..flL'1,>0:\ . dt.trlrq V\~Q.-f 


CDN.J· 
In multi-JurisdicUonal cases, it is our policy to offer temporary custocJy to the first jurisdiction that comp!etes {ts paperwork 
unless a different sched.ule is agreed to by the prosecutors. Please note this inmate has pendi~ Connecticut charges for 
which he Is going to court for the folloWing: 


™\~- CJL QD~ 910/go,\Jo\vef 


Any Questions, I can be reached at 860-827"2275 


Sincerely, ,. r \ --r-~ Lu,\ \\om~ eo.rrec.....-\-\C-!ld2_ OCcrD ~u.e&.t~ 


Record Specialist 
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State of Connecticut 
Dep~ent of Correction 


In·duplloate: One <X>PY of this form, :iign~ by the prnoner and the warden should be retained 
tlie warden. On~ co si ed b the warden should be retained b the ·so.ner. 


Agreement o~l Defa.incrs: Form 1 


NOTICE OF UNTR.I];D INDICTMENT, IN'.F.ORMATION OR COM:PLAlNT 
AND OF RIGHT TO.REQUEST D!SJ>OSITION 


Inmate. 2t:hd)o lq I l:\:):x:\ld\Cdo No. Q.l't$ClCO Inst. ~ IJ 1 .c1 
Pursuant to the Agreement oil Detainers, you are hereby infonned that the following are the untried 


indictments, infonnations, or complaints agninst you concerning which the undersigned bas knowledge, and the source and 
contents of each. 


Yon are h~rcby further advised that-by the,provisions of said Agreement you have tho right to 1-eque$t·t.he 
'lippropriate prosecuting officer of 1,b.e jurisdiction in whioh any sucl1 indictment, in.formation or complaint is pending and the 
appropriate court that a.final disposition be macJe thereof Yon-sbaU then be brought tc;> trial within 180 days, unless 
extende.d pursriant to provisions of th!l Agreement, after you have caused-to·be delivered to said prosecuting officer and said 
court written notice of 11.to placo of your imprisonment and ym1t said reques~ together with a cextjficate of the custodial 
milhority as mo.re ~y set foj-th in said. ~ment. However, the co~ having jurisdiction of the matter may grant any 
necessruy or reasonable .contiouan¢e. • 


Your request for fiµa1 dispo~on ~ill 9pera:te lis a reque..qt for :final disposition of all untried indictments, 
infonnations or ~lain1s on the basis of which detainets have beeh lodged against you f}om 1he stiJtoto whose prosecuting 
official your Teqlies~ tor :finai disposition is speo:ifically directed. Your request wi11 also w deemed to bQ a waiver of 
<:TX.tradition with respeot'to auy charge or pn;,ceeding co.ptemplated tliornby ox: included therein and I! waiver of extradition to 
the state of 1rial to serve any sentence there.imposed upon you, after yOD1pletibn of your term of :i:tnpri_sofunent in this state. 
Your request will a1so constitute a consent by you to the prodnction of your body in RllY court where your presenco ID:S.Y. be 
required in order to effectuate the purposes of the Agreemet)t on·D~a.iners ru1d a further co11scht voluhtarily to be relupied to 
the institution in which you are now confined. • • • 


Should you desire such a request for final disposition of any uutrled ihdlclmen~ Jnfor.m.ajlqn ox . · 


complaint, you are to noti.fy ____ R=ecord==s _ ___ ___ of the .institution in which you are confined. 


You are also advised that under provisions ol'saic! Agreement the pro.secut:l.ngo:fficer ofajurfad.ictfon in Whioh 
any such l,odictme.Qt, infomiation or complaint is p_euding may institute proceed.iIJgs to _obtain a final disposition then.'-Of. _Tu 
SQCl.1 event,. you may oppose tl.le re<F1~i that you be qelivered lo such prpsecuting·officer or_court. Y.ou may.request.the. 
3civeroor of-this state fo disapprove any suoh request for your temporruy c\)Stod,y hut you cmw..ot oppo~e delivezy on the 
~ounds that the Goverool' ha.~ not affirmatively co.nsent~ tp ot'·ordered sL1oh.delive1y. 


tECEIVED 


Mao Dougall/Walker C.t 
(Name o~Custodhl Authority) 


BY, Warden Je·su,s·Guadar~ama 
---Watden -SuJierlntende;it M Director 


... 
)AT.8-: t 1 - t. L- 1-'f INMATE'S ,SIGNATURE: _ -".,{"-"./"\"'--+ _____ NO: 2,G--;j 27"-" 


I 
'OJ 
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state ofCon11ecticut 
De artment ofCon-ectiou 


FiV<l copies if only one Jurlsdiclion within file state involved-has on indictmen~ infonnotion or colllplnint pendiug. Additional 
cople., will be necessary for prosecuting officials and clerks of court if detainers hava been lodged by other jurisdictions wjthi:n. 
the state involved. One copy should be retained by tlle prisoner. One signed copy should be retained by the warden. Signed 
copies m11st be sent to the Agreemelit A<lmiuistrotor of.the stnte which bns the prisoner i.licarcc.rntcd, the prosecuting official of 
thejutisdiction ,v];iiqb placed the detainer, and the clerk of the court which has jurisdic;tion over the matter. The _<;opies for the 
roseoutin officials and the court must be transmitted certified or re 'stered wail-• return recci t re ue.sted. 


Agreement on Detainers: Form 2 


ffll\:!A:TE'S NOTICE OF PLACE OF IMPRISONMID'JT AND REQUEST FOR 
D:i:SPOSmON OF INDICTMENTS, INFORMATIONS OR COMPLAINTS 


i'o:fu1\\~9 E,::th>~O . PrqsecutingOffietir, 
"Post-o.fA\l.l. ~<l{) -\,-\ti·<r'i c0-ft+\/ 'J~1Ct..\ tlfYl?~ (slreet, town,slate) 


I 'DO I :l('(A.t\vC,, Cc.v, ~ y , 5 'C.. ' (telephone number)( 'fl L\3)~ C\ \ S .. ~SD 
a-.qs-~-039o 


Court 


A.ttd to all other prosecuting of.ficers !lild comts: of jltrlsdictions listed below .from which indictments, infomtations or 
complaints are pending. • 


You are hereby notified that the undersigned is. now impnsoue-d in 


- ---""'M~a~cD~o"-"µg'l:>'a~ll/W!<-.!.!.~a~e.:ce2..r..:.C=.I=··"""l .,,.,l5'""3....,,_·E=•-><S=t._.,S=ou,,_,,th,..,...,S=uffi,,._1,.,.e)..,,d._,C=i:a....:o"-l:6'-"-07,...,l.__ _ _ ___________ at 


and l hereby r~p~ fl final djsposition be made of the following indictments, infom1ations or complaints now pendirig 
againstme: G:t"'a.(X,(\~ I Pa:S'5. \µ€.cqx.n c~'""j vrD\Cri- cr,~o..lf ~ • 


~~ cex..\o.:. o 549 . 


Failure to take action in accordance with the Agreement on Detainers, to which your state is committed by Ja,v, will result in 
tbe invalidation of the indictments, infonn.ntions or complaints. -


l hereby agree that this reqµest wi.ll opcrote as a request for final d.ispos.ition of all witried indictments, 
infonnations or complaints on the basis of which 4eta!Qers have been lodged against mo :from your. state. I also agree that 
this r~est ·shall be deetned to be my waiver qf extradition with respect to any obnrge or proceeding contemplated hereb:y·or 
included herein, and a waiver of extradition to your state to se.rve atty sentence there imposed upon me, after completion of 
my te.rm of imp~oo.ment in this state. I also agree that this request shall constitute a con.sent by me to the pxodoction of my 
body lo any court where my presence may be required in Qrder to effeohiate the pu.i;poses of the Agteeroent on Detainertrand 
a fu,rtb~r consent voluntarily to be returned to tho institution irt which I now am confme4 


If jurisdiction over this matter is properly 1n another agency, court or officer, please designate-the: proper 
agency, court or officer and return this form to the sender. 


The required Certificate of Inmate Status and Offer ofTemporoiy Custody are attached . 


. (inmate's n~~ and number) 
_ _ _ __ ,c.__,_ ___ _ _ _ ___ _____ ~3 


(inmate's signature) 
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State of Connecticut 
Department of Correction 


In -the case of an inmate'.s request for disposition under Article ill, copies of this Form should be 
attached to all copies of Form 2. In the case of a request initiated by a prosecutor under Article 
N , copy of this Form should be sent to the prosecutor upon receipt by the warden of Form 5. 
Copies also should be sent to all other prosecutors in 1he same state who have lodged detainers 


• the inmate. A co ma be ·ven to the inmate. 


Agreement on Detaincrs: Form 3 


CERTIFICATE OF INMATE STATUS 


RE: '3(:ltc,dl~, ,,yM,u.\\o..h ;;)..l.e 'S ()() 0 


(Inmate) (Number) (Institution) (Location) 
MacDougall/Walker C.I., 1153 East St. South, Suffield, 06071 


Date of Birth e::, 1 \ o-s\ \ q 3"0 


The (custodial authority) hereby certifies: 


1. 


2. 


3. 


4. 


5. 


6. 


7. 


8. 


D.AIBD: 


Toe ten:n of commitment.under which the prisoner above 
named is being held: L-t 4-eo..r ~ 


The time already served: ~0 00.U. :> 


Time remaining to be served on the sentence: \ , v\ ;}9 • C)OJ..-\..) 


The amount of good time earned: \ Ocv----\ 


The date of parole eligibility of the prisoner: U. \ I ?> \ J..OD- ~ 
The decision of the Board of Parole relating to the 
prisoner: (if additional space is needed, use reverse 
md~ • 


Maximum expiration date under present sentence: 


Detainers currently on file against tbis inmate from 
your state are as follows: u..:>o.X ( O("I -t 


Vi}:\eX::>\~ 
\ \ 


BY: 


Custodial Authority 
MacDougaU/Walker C.I. 


cc: Clerk of the Court 
- s103 • 


W3:rden :--Snperintende'nt- Director 
Warden Jesus Guadarran:ia 
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State of Connecticut 
De artment of Correction 
In the case of nn inmate's request for disposition under Article III, copies of this form should be Attached to all copies 
of Fonn 2. In tho case of a request initiated by a prosecutor, this fonn should be completed after the Governor has 
indicated bis approval of the request for temporary custody or after the expiration of the 3 0 day period. Copies of this 
fonn should then be sent to _all officjals who previously received copies of Fonn.3. One COPY also should be given to 
the prisoner and one copy should. be retained by the warden. Copies mailed to the prosecutor should be sent by 
certified. or re • tered • return recei r ested. 


Agreement on Detainers: Form 4 


OF.FER TO DELIVER TEMPORARX CUSTODY 
(.) • Date: 


TO: 'r h I \ \ \ p E., =tbDm~o Prosecuting Officer 
(inse,:t name and litle, if knowru._ u... • 


(yo!T\" i)ii')r:e, L..iD)\ 3,8'\) ~X 
( address) ~of~ CCU\..\'~ ;J"~\ c. ~ \ , cunP) 
• H>o\ ~('c\ ~U('._ fu-o\,n~ ~S-~'zs°'O~~ 


(city;state, zip code)CcnwC,l.,(...,i 1 ~ • 


And to all other prosecuting officers ~d courts of jurisdiotions listed below from which .indictments, informations or 
complaints are pending. • 


RE: x\Wu\\@1 Ah:\11,\\a,\:, a(oSf)t'")O Number 
(inmate) 


Dear Sir. 
Pursuant to the provisions of Article V of the Agreement on Detainezs between this state and your state, the 


undersigned hereby offers to deliver temporary custody of the above named p.tjsoner to the appropriate authority in your 
sWe in order tbat speedy and efficient proseoution may be had of the indictmen\Tior~~ or complaint which is 
( descdbed in the attached inmate's request) ( described in your request for custody of Ll 0, {}f}..?7 ). 
. • . . (date) 


(The required Cer~~ ofinmat.e Status is enclosed.) (The required Certificate of.Inmate Status was sent to you with our 
letrerof \9--\i? ~\.\ ). . • 


(date) 


Jf proceedings under Article N( d) of the Agreement are indicated, an explanation is.atty;~ed: 


Indictments, informations, or complainw. obarging the following offenses also are pending against the inmate in 
• your state and you are hereby authorized to transfer the inmate to custody of appropriate a~orities in these jwisd,ictions for 
purposes of disposing of these indictments, infonnations or complaints. 


I 


County or Other Jurisdiction 


If you do not intend to bring the inmate to trial, will you please info1'Jll us as soon as possible? 
Kindly acknowledge. 


cc: Clerk of the Court 


5/03 


MncDougalI/Wallier C.I. 
(n~ ang ti~ of cl!Stoclial autho_rity) 


BY: _ ____ w_a_r_de_n_J_es_us Guadarrama 
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Holt, Christie 


From: 
Sent: 
To: 


Cc: 
Subject: 
Attachments: 


Holt, Christie 
Wednesday, January 29, 2025 5:02 PM 
'Jesus.Guadarrama@CT.gov'; 'Larnetta.King@CT.gov'; 'Joy.Hunter@Ct.gov'; 
'Jibrelle.Wilson@CT.gov'; 'Jaclyn.Osden@Ct.gov'; 'Terese.Williams@CT.gov' 
'Marcie Lawrence (C058389)'; Shelley, Linda 
Abdullah Seifullah Inmate ft 265770 
Abdullah Seifullah Interstate Detainer Documents.pdf 


Good afternoon. Attached please find Interstate Agreement on Detainer documents regarding the above referenced 
inmate. It is our intention to have said inmate picked up by U.S. Blue Raven Services Agents from your facility on 
February 13, 2025 and returned to Horry County, South Carolina. Should you have any questions, please give me a 
call. Thank you! 


e/,.tlt,tle {ftolt 
(jenera{ Sessions Court CoorcCi:nator/Suyervisor I 
J-forry County Soficitor's Office 
Post Office 'Box 1276 


Conway, SC 29526 


Pfi: (843) 915-8656 
J{o{t.cfiristie@fiorrycountysc.gov 


1 
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'' ' 


Scott R, Hix.son 
Chief Deputy Solicitor 


REPLY TO 1XI 


j±ait of jnu±4 filarnliua 
®£fit£ nf fqc jnlitiior 


Jlfiftccufq Wutkttial filirtuit 


Alicia A. Richardson 
Deputy Solicitor 


RBPLYTO □ 


P.O. BOX 1276 
CONWAY, SC 29528 
843-915-5460 


P.O. BOX 1688 
OEORGBTOWN, SC 29442 
843-545-3169 


FAX: 843-915-6461 JIMMY A. RIC HARDSON, fl 


jolicitot 


FAX: 843-545-3268 


January 29, 2025 


A+~n ·. ·w.r (!~ f Lu; I I <ti W1~ 
Mr. Jesus Guadarrama, Warden 
MacDougall Walker Correctional Institution 
1153 East Street S. 
Suffield, CT 06078 


Attention: Records Department 


Re: Abdullah Seifullah, Inmate# 265770 


Dear Warden Guadarrame: 


rx /0/~0~ 
VIA REGULAR MAIL AND EMAIL 
Larnetla. l<ing@CT ,gov 
Joy.Hunter@CT.gov 
Jesus.Guadarrama@CT.gov 
Jlbrelle.Wllson@CT.gov 


Enclosed please find Agreement on Detainer Form VI and VII relative to the above 
referenced individual. We would like to take Mr. Seifullah into custody on February 13, 
2025 from MacDougall Walker Correctional Institution, 1153 East Street S., Suffield, CT. 
Agents with US Blue Raven Transport Services have been contracted by the Horry 
County Sheriff's Office and will be transporting him to us and then back to you as soon 
as his charges here have been disposed. 


If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me at (843) 915-8656. 


~Sil·~ 


a~Holt 
Court Coordinator • 


Enclosures 


CC: Mr. Bryant Stirling, Jr., SC Compact Administrator Lawrence.marcie@doc.sc.gov 
Linda Shelley, HCSO shelleyl@horrycountysc.gov 
Jaclyn Osden Jaclyn.osden@ct.gov 


,,.-. .c1 


The mission of the Fifteenth Circuit Solicitor's Office is to uphold the • (~'-\ ~ -- • • _>. 
public's trust in the pursuit of justice and enforcement of the law. (7 . ~ ~'-\, }) \, 


\ . 
,._ . . 
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FORM VI 


In quadruplicate, all copies signed by the prosecutor and the agent should be sent to the Administrator of their 
own state. After signing all copies, the Administrator should retain one for his files, send one to the warden of 
the Institution in which the prisoner is located and return two copies to the prosecutor who will give one to the 
agent for use in establishing his authority and place one In his files. 


EVIDENCE OF AGENT'S AUTHORITY TO ACT FOR RECEIVING STATE 


TO: BRYAN P. STIRLING 
Administrator for the Agreement on Detainers 


----=A_,_B=-D=-=U=LL=A..;.:H-=-=S=E=I F--=U=--cl=L=-A..:..:..H~ I N~ M;.:....A;:..;..T-=E:.:..:...#-=2=6-=-5 7..:.....:7:.....::0:,__ ______ is confined 
in 


(Inmate) 


MACDOUGAL-WALKER CORRECTIONAL INSTITUTION, 1153 East Street S .. Suffield. CT 06078 
{Institution) (address) 


and will be taken into custody at the institution on February 13, 2025. 


for return to this jurisdiction for trial on or about July 6, 2025. 


In accordance with Article V(b), I have designated Agent Joshua Tievey 


and Agent Jordan Bennett with US Blue Raven Transport Services, as contracted 


by Horry County Sheriffs Office, whose names appear below, with R0ster of Agent 


signatures attached, as agents to return the pris~ 


Joshua Tievey-See attached Roster 
Agent's Signature 


Jordan Bennett-See attached Roster 
Agent's Signature 


To: WARDEN 


Scott Hixson, Chief Deputy Solicitor 
15th Judicial Circuit 


In accordance with the above representation and the provisions of the Agreement 


on Detainers, US Blue Raven Transport Services, as contracted by HORRY COUNTY 


SHERIFF'S OFFICE, is hereby designated as agents for this state to return ABDULLAH 


SEIFULLAH INMATE# 265770. 


Bryan P. Stirling, Administrator 
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Agreement on Detainers: Form VII 


IMPORTANT: This form should only be used when an offer of temporary custody has been received as the result of a 
prisoner's request for disposition of a detainer. If the offer has been received because another prosecutor In your state 
has Initiated the request, use Form VIII. Coples of Form VII should be sent to the warden, the prisoner, the other 
Jurisdictions in your state listed in the offer of temporary custody, and the Agreement Administrator or the state which has 
the prisoner incarcerated. Copies should be retained by the person fil ing the acceptance and the judge who signs it. 


PROSECUTOR'S ACCEPTANCE OF TEMPORARY CUSTODY OFFERED IN CONNECTION WITH 
A PRISONER'S REQUEST FOR DISPOSITION OF A DETAINER 


TO: JESUS GUADARRAMA, WARDEN 
(Warden-Superintendent-Director) 


MACDOUGALL WALKER CORRECTIONAL INSTITUTION 
(Institution) 


1153 East Street S., Suffield, CT 06078 


In response to your letter of December 20, 2024(Postmarked 1/6/24\ and offer of temporary custody regarding 


ABDULLAH SEIFULLAH INMATE# 265770 who is presently under [Indictment] [Information] [complaint] 


in the Fifteenth Judicial Circuit of which I am DEPUTY SOLICITOR , please be advised that I accept 
(Title of Prosecuting Officer) 


temporary custody and that I propose to bring this person to trial on the [indictment] [Information] [complaint] 


named in the offer within the time specified in Article IIl(a) of the Agreement on Detainers. 


I hereby agree that Immediately after trial is completed in this jurisdiction, I will return the prisoner directly to you 


or allow any jurisdiction you have designated to take temporary custody. I agree also to complete form IX, the Notice of 


Disposition of a Detainer, immediately after trial. 


COMMENTS: 


PICK UP IS SET FOR February 13, 2025 FOR DISPOSITION HIS CHARGES IN HORRY COUNTY. 


Signed:~--~-~----------------­
Scott Hixson, Prosecuting Officer 


Chief Deputy Solicitor, 15th Judicial Circuit 
(Title) 


I hereby certify that the person whose signature appears above is an appropriate officer within the meaning of 
Article IV(a) and that the facts recited in this request for temporary custody are correct and that having duly recorded said 
request, I hereby transmit it for action in accordance with Its terms and the provisions of the Agreement on Detalners. 


Dated: ___ l_·~'.2~7......__-_ ___ , 2025 Signed~~ 
(Honorabl~ 


Court of General Sessions, 15th Judicial Circuit Court 
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Duane Clark 
#501 
Director 
770-318-5626 


Nicholas· Lee 
Nichols 
#508 
Agent 
706-669-9243 


Jon Mark Bryant 
#511 
Agent 
928-607-3767 


Lance Bryant 
#510 
Agent 
605-770-3261 


Dawsonville, Georgia 
770-318-5626 


2024 Roster of Agents 


;:.7t.r·,,::'.~J'!;:,.: .. :··., '.· 


. ,, , . r , • . ,,. 


•: •,.. ", ltl;~i~~ ~~e 'Nl,Ji~i, .. . .. . . .. 


,•:• \•:,•,:,I ' • 


.... ~ .. _;.,: ~:· ' ·. -:· •• 
,"'~·rl',:r'~"'\-• -. •.. . . .. --


\. ,_ .. -- . . . . 
. . .:.·: ' • _-: . ;_;;: ·,= 
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Eldiosgremll 
Penaloza 
#505 
Agent 
706-344-9826 


Jay Wallingford 
U504 
Agent 
706-531-5188 


Robert Hahn 
#506 
Agent 
772-215-6550 


Theodore Martin 
#516 
Agent 
706-974-8909 


· .V .:$ . S, I i:P t · A,·-1 ~:I\J 
• • l • ~• , '•,• • ' 'r' • • •• • • 
. : .. . .. . 


·:· .. ... · .. ',' ==''- ·= 


. . ' . 
'' . 


. ' 


Theodore Martin 
•' ,:· 


' . . : 
' ··:•': .·• 
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\ ' I}. \ 


' ' , . \ \ 


Joshua Tlevy 
#513 
Agent 
240-672-2731 


Michael Chen 
#509 
Agent 
443-752-3899 


Jordan Bennett 
#507 
Agent 
443-910-8254 


: ., f 
' \ 
I 


\ r - -•• 
J .. 
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Tyler Shipman 
#515 
Agent 
678-997-8195 


Lonnie Paul 
Hollar Jr. 
_lf.502 
Agent 
478-733-0043 


April Michelle 
Nichols 
lt512 
Agent 
706-971-0650 


: ( 


l V i 
f . -t . 
' ·; 


-t•r CONTF,.AC::TOR 


~-e · 
,~ndent Contrac~or 1 s . S1~ 


l.onnle Paul Hollar J r. 
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§ 17-11-10. Agreement on detalners enacted Into law; terms., SC ST§ 17-11-10 


Code of Laws of South Carolina 1976 Annotated 
Title 17. Criminal Procedures 


Chapter 1 l. litterstale Agreement on Dctaincrs 


Code 1976 § 17-11-10 


§ l 7-11 -10. Agreement on detainers enacted into law; terms. 


Currentness 


EXHIBIT 


The Agreement on Detainers is hereby enacted in to law and entered into by this State with all other jurisdictions legally joining 
therein in the form substantially as follows: 


The contracting states solemnly agree that: 


Article I 


The party states find that charges outstanding against a prisoner, delainers based on untried indictments, informations or 
complaints, and difficulties iu securing speedy trial of persons already incarcerated in other jurisdictions, produce unce1taiuties 
which obstruct programs of prisoner treatment and rehabilitation. Accordingly, it is the policy of the party states and the purpose 
of this agreement to encourage the expeditious and orderly disposition of such charges and determination of the proper status 
of any and all detajners based on untried indictments, informations or complaints. The party states also find that proceedings 
with reference to such charges and detainers, when emanating from another jurisdiction, cannot properly be had in the absence 
of cooperative procedures. Il is the further purpose of this agreement to provide such cooperative procedures. 


Article II 


As used in this agreement: 


(a) "State" shall mean a state of the United States; the Un.ited States of America; a ten-itory or possession of the United States; 
the District of Columbia; the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico. 


(b) "Sending state" shall mean a state in which a prisoner is incarcerated at the lime that he initiates a request for final disposition 
pursuant to Article III hereof or at the time that a request for custody or availability is ini tiated pursuant to Article TV hereof. 


(c) "Receiving state" shall meau the stale in which trial is to be had on an indictment, information or complaint pursuant to 
Article IU or Article TV hereof. 


Article 111 


(a) Whenever a person has entered upon a term of imprisonment ii1 a penal or co!1'ectional institution of a party state, and 
whenever during the continuance of the term of imprisonment there is pending in any other party slate any untried indictment, 
information or complaint on the basis of which a detainer has been lodged against U1e prisoner, he shall be brought to trial 
wilhiu one hundred eighty days after he shall have caused to be delivered to the prosecuting officer and the appropriate court 


WESTLAW © 202!..i ·nH)tn::on F~eutms. No c:lnim to ori~Jinal ll.8. Govrnn111c11t Worl<i:;. 
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§ 17-11-10. Agreement on detalners enacted Into law; terms., SC ST§ 17-11-10 


of the prosecuting officer's jurisdiction written notice of the pince of his imprisorunent and his request for a final disposition 
to be made of lhe indictment, information or complaint; provided, that for good cause shown in open court, the prisoner or 
his counsel being present, the court having jurisdiction of the matter may grant any necessary or rensonable continuance. The 
request of the prisoner shall be accompanied by a certificate of the appropriate official having custody of the prisoner, stating 
the term of co1m11iuuent under which the prisoner is being held, tile time already served, the time remaining to be served on 
the sentence, the amount of good time earned, the time of parole eligibility of the prisoner, and any decisions of the state parole 
agency relating to the prisoner. 


(b) The written notice and request for final disposition refetTed to in paragraph (a) hereof shall be given or sent by the prisoner 
to the warden, commissioner of corrections or other official having custody of him, who shall promptly forward it together with 
the certificate to the appropriate prosecuting official and court by registered or certi fied mail, return receipt requested. 


(c) The warden, commissioner of corrections or other official having custody of the prisoner shall promptly info1m him of 
the source and contents of any detainer lodged against him and shall also inform him of his right to make a request for final 
disposition of thc indictment, information or complaint on which tl1e deta iner is based. 


(d) Any request for final disposition made by a prisoner pursuant to parngrnph (a) hereof shall operate as a request for final 
disposition of all untried indictments, informations or complaints on the basis of which detainers have been lodged against 
the prisoner from the state to whose prosecuting official the request for final disposition is specifically directed. The warden, 
commissioner of corrections or other official having custody of the prisoner shall forthwith notify all appropriate prosecuting 
officers and courts in the several jurisdictions withjn tl1e state to which the prisoner's request for final disposition is being sent 
of the proceediug being initiated by the prisoner. Any notification sent pursuant lo this paragraph shall be accompanied by 
copies of the prisoner's written notice, request, and the certi ficate. If trial is not had on any indictment, infonnation or complaint 
contemplated hereby prior to the return of the prisoner lo the original place of imprisonment, such indictment, in formation or 
complaint shall not be of any further force or effect, and the court shalt enter an order dismissing the same with prejudice. 


(e) Any request for final disposition made by a prisoner pursuant to paragraph (a) hereof shall also he deemed to be a waiver 
of extradition with respect to any charge or proceedings contemplated thereby or included therein by reason of paragraph (d) 
hereat: and a waiver of extradition to the receiving state to serve any sentence there imposed upon him, after completion of his 
te1111 of imprisonment in the sending state. The request for fiJml disposition shall also constitute a consent by the prisoner to tl1c 
production of his body in any comt where his presence may be required in order to effectuate the purposes of this agreement 
and a furtl1er consent voluntarily to be retumed to the original place of imprisomnent in accordance with the provisions of this 
agreement. Nothing in this paragraph shall prevent the imposi tion of a concurrent sentence if otherwise permitted by law. 


(f) Escape from custody by the prisoner subsequent to his execution of the request for final disposition referred to in parngraph 
(a) hereof shall void the request. 


A1·tlcle IV 


(a) The appropriate officer oflhejurisdiction in which au untried indictment, information or complaint is pending sliall be entitled 
to have a prisoner against whom he has lodged a detainer and who is serving a term of imprisonment in any party state made 
available in accordance with At1icle V (a) hereof upon presentation of a written request for temporaty custody or availability 
to the appropriate authorities of the state in which the prisoner is incarcerntcd; provided, that the court having jurisdiction of 
such indictment, information or complaint shall have duly approved, recorded and transmitted the request. Provided,f11rllier, 


that there shall be a period of thirty days after receipt by the appropriate authorities before the request be honored, within which 
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period the governor of the sending state may disapprove the request for temporary custody or availability, either upon his own 
motion or upon motion of the prisoner. 


(b) Upon receipt of the officer's wri tten request as provided in paragraph (a) hereof, the appropriate authorities having the 
prisoner in custody shall furnish the officer wilh a certificate stating the term of conmlitmeot under which the prisoner is being 
held, the time already served, the lime remaining to be served 0 11 the sentence, the amount of good time earned, the time of parole 
eligibility of the prisoner, and any decisions of the state parole agency relating to the prisoner. The authorities simultaneously 
shall furnish all other officers and appropJiate courts in the receiving state who have lodged detaiuers against the prisoner with 
similar certificates and with notices informing them of the request for custody or availability and of the reasons therefor, 


( c) In respect of any proceedings made possible by this Article, trial shall be commenced within one hundJed twenty days of the 
anival of the prisoner in the receiving state, but for good cause shown in open court, the prisoner or his counsel being present, 
the court havingjurisdictiou of the matter may grant any necessary or reasonable continuance. 


(d) Nothing contained in lhis Article shall be construed to deprive any prisoner of any right which he may have to contest the 
legality of his delivery as provided in paragraph (a) hereof, but such delivery may not be opposed or denied on the ground that 
the executive authorily of the sending state bas not affirmatively consented to or ordered such delivery, 


(e) lftrial is not had on any indictment, information or complaint contemplated hereby prior to the prisoner's being returned to 
the original place of imprisonment pursuant to Article V (e) hereof, such indictment, information or complaint shall nol be of 
any further force or effect, and the court shall enter an order dismissing the same with prejudice. 


At·ticle V 


(a) In response to a request made under Article JI[ or Article rv hereof, the appropriate authority in a sending state shall offer 
to deliver temporary custody of such prisoner to the appropriate authority in the slate where such indictment, information or 
complaint is pending against such person in order that speedy and efficient prosecution may be had. If the request for final 
disposition is made by the prisoner, the offer of temporary custody shall accompany the written notice provided for in Article IIl 
of tltis agreement. In the case ofa Federal prisoner, the appropriate autl1ority in the receiving state slrn ll be entitled lo tempora1y 
custody as provided by this agreement or to the prisoner's presence in Federal custody at the place for trial, whichever custodial 


arraugement may be approved by the custodian. 


(b) The officer or other representative of a state accepting an offer oftempornry custody shall present the following upon demand: 


(1) Proper identi fication and evidence of his authority to act for the state into whose temporary custody the prisoner is to 


be given. 


(2) A duly certified copy of the indictment, information or complaint on the basis of which the detainer has been lodged and 
on the basis of which the request for temporary custody of the prisoner has been made. 


(c) If the appropriate authority shall refuse or fail to accept tempormy custody of such person, or in the event that an action on 
tl1e indictmenl, information or complaint on the basis of which the detainer has been lodged is not brought to trial within the 
period provided in Article 11T or Article TV hereof, the appropriate court of the jurisdiction where the indictment, information 
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or complaint has been pending slrnll enter an order dismissing the same with prejudice, and any detainer based thereon shall 
cease to be of any force or effect. 


(d) The temporary custody referred to in th is agreement shall be only for the purpose of permitting prosecution on the charge 
or charges contained in one or more untried indictments, informations or complaints which form the basis of the detainer or 
detainers or for prosecution on any other charge or charges arising out of the same transaction. Except for his altendance at 
cou1t and while being transported lo or from any place at which his presence may be required, the prisoner shall be held in a 
suitable jail or other facility regularly used for persons awai ting prosecution. 


(e) At the earl iest practicable time consonant with the purposes of this agreement, the prisoner shall be returned to the sending 
state. 


(f) During the continuance of temporary custody or wh ile the prisoner is otherwise being made available for trial as required 
by this agreement, lime being served on the sentence shall continue to rno but good time shall be earned by the prisoner only 
if, and to the extent that, the law and practice of the jurisdiction which imposed the sentence may allow. 


(g) For all purposes other than that for which temporary custody as provided in U1is agreement is exercised, the prisoner shall be 
deemed to remain in the custody of and subject to the jurisdiction of the sending state and any escape from temporaty custody 
may be dealt with in the same manner as an escape from the original place of imprisonment or in any other manner permitted 
by law. 


(h) From the time that a party state receives custody of a prisoner pursuant to this agreement unti l such prisoner is returned to 
the territory and custody of the sending state, the state in which the one or more untried indictments, infonnalions or complaints 
are pending or in which trial is being had shall be responsible for the prisoner and shall also pay all costs of transporting, caring 
for, keeping and returning the prisoner. The provisions of this paragraph shall govern unless the stales concerned shall have 
entered into a supplementary agreement providing for a different allocation of costs and responsibilities as between or among 
themselves. Nothing herein contained shall be conslrned to alter or affect any internal relationship among the departments, 
agencies and officers of and in the govenunent of a party state, or between a party state aud its subdivisions, as to l11e payment 
of costs, or responsibilities therefor. 


Article VJ 


(a) In determining Ute duration and expiration dates of the time periods provided in Articles m and IV of this agreement, the 
rnnning of such time periods shall be tolled whenever and for as long as the prisoner is unable to stand trial, as determined by 
the court bavingjuriscliction of the matter. 


(b) No provision of this agreement, and no remedy made available by this agreement, shall apply to any person who is adjudged 
to be mentally ill. 


Article VJ l 


Each slate party to this agreement shall designate an officer who, act ing jointly with like officers of other party states, shall 
promulgate rules and regulntions to carry out more effectively tlte terms and provisions of this agreement, and who shall provide, 
within and without the state, information necessary lo the effective operation of th is agreement. 
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Article VIII 


This agreement shall enter into fu ll force and effect as to a party state when such state has enacted the same into law. A state 


party to this agreement may withdraw herefrom by enacting a statute repealing the same. However, the withdrawal of any state 


shall not affect the status of any proceedings already initiated by inmates or by state officers at the time such withdrawal takes 


effect, nor shall il affect their rights in respect thereof. 


Al'ticle lX 


This agreement shall be liberally construed so as to effectuate its purposes. The provisions of this agreement shall be severable 


and if any phrase, clause, sentence or provision of th is agreement is declared to be contrary to the constitution of1rny pa1ty sta te 


or oft he United States or the applicabi lity thereof lo any government, agency, person or circumstance is held invalid, the validity 


of !he remainder of this agreement and the applicability thereof to any government, agency, person or circumstance shall not be 


affected thereby. If U1is agreement shall be held contrary lo the constitution of any state paity hereto, the agreement shall remain 


in full force and effect as to the remaining sla tes and in full force and effect as to the state affected as to all severable matters. 


C redits 


HISTORY: 1962 Code § 17-221; 1965 (54) 592. 


Notes of Decisions ( 17) 


Code 1976§ 17-11-10,SCST§ 17-11-10 


Cut'l'ent tlu·ough 2024 Act No. 225, subject to final approval by the Legislative Council, technical revisions by the Code 


Commissioner, and publication in the Official Code of Laws. 


End or Document ,,, 2025 Tllllmson Reuter.;, No clnim lo original U.S. Gove111111.:111 \Vories. 
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Noles Of Decisions 


In general 


Capital murder defendant's motion to dismiss charges based on alleged violation of Interstate Agreement 
on Detainers Act (IAD) did not constitute assertion of defendant's constitutional right to speedy trial. Stale 
v. Barnes (S.C.App. 2020) 431 S.C. 66, 846 S.E.2d 389 , rehearing denied, certiorari granted, affirmed as 
modified 436 S.C. 202,871 S.E.2d 421 , certiorari denied 143 S.Ct. 221 , 214 L.Ed.2d 89. 


Stale established good cause for continuance prior to expiration of six-month deadline for bringing defendant 
lo trial after defendant's demand for final disposition under Interstate Agreement on Detainers Act (IAD), In 
murder prosecution; Stale pointed out the complexity of the case, the special preparations required to try a 
case involving an alleged double murder and a burglary In the first-degree, and the need for a Schmerber 
hearing. State v. Hill (S.C. 2014) 409 S.C. 50, 760 S.E.2d 802. 


Interstate Agreement on Detainers (IAD) is an interstate compact by which the stales, the District of Columbia, 
and the federal government have established uniform procedures for the transfer of prisoners serving 
sentences in one state to another state for the disposition of pending charges. State v. Tucker (S.C.App. 
2008) 376 S.C. 412, 656 S.E.2d 403 , rehearing denied, certiorari granted, certiorari dismissed as improvidently 
granted 385 S.C. 631,686 S.E.2d 683 . 


Defendant who was incarcerated in federal prison and sought disposition of untried indictments under Interstate 
Agreement on Detainers Act (IAD) had notice of all the indictments the State intended to try him on, and thus, 
defendant's request for final disposition of all untried indictments against him included indictments for burglary 
and grand larceny, even though letter from the solicitor informing defendant of outstanding charges did not 
list those particular indictments, where the solicitor filed copies of all outstanding indictments with the federal 
prison as detainers, and defendant signed a waiver of extradition on range of indictments which included 
burglary and larceny indictments. State v. Adams (S.C.App. 2003) 354 S.C. 361, 580 S.E.2d 785 , rehearing 
denied, certiorari denied. 


Arrestee is not entitled to have burglary charges against him dismissed on ground that state failed to try him 
within 180 days after he requested speedy trial pursuant to Interstate Agreement on Detalners Act where letter 
sent to prosecuting attorney requesting speedy trial contains confusing information relative to place where 
arrestee Is incarcerated, and where request is not accompanied by certificate of appropriate official having 
custody of arrestee. State v. Johnson (S.C. 1983) 278 S.C. 668, 301 S.E.2d 138 . 


Failure of the state to bring a defendant to trial within 120 days after his arrival following extradition from 
another jurisdiction did not warrant dismissal of the charges where the delay was caused by the circuit judge's 
consideration of the defendant's motion to have certain out-of-state witnesses ruled material so they could be 
brought to South Carolina at the state's expense; when the circuit judge took the motion under advisement, a 
continuance was implici tly granted and the 120-day period was tolled for a reasonable time until a ruling could 
be made. State v. Finley (S.C. 1982) 277 S.C. 548,290 S.E.2d 808. 


Although more than 180 days had elapsed between defendant's request for return to South Carolina on a prior 
bench warrant and a hearing on revocation of his probation, the revocation would be affirmed since a probation 
detainer, such as the bench warrant in the present case, does not constitute an "untried indictment, information, 
or complaint" within the meaning of the Agreement. State v. Knowles (S.C. 1980) 275 S.C. 312, 270 S.E.2d 
133. 


Incarceration for 124 days before trial, where State did not move for continuance and offered no excuse for 
failure to do so, required dismissal of the charges for denial of speedy trial within the time limits of this Act. 
State v. Holbrook (S.C. 1979) 274 S.C. 4, 260 S.E.2d 181 . 


Absent showing of prejudice from prisoner's return to sending state after request for continuance is granted, 
prisoner would not be entitled to dismissal as matter of right under provisions of§ 17-11-10 Article IV(e). 
State v. Allen (S.C. 1977) 269 S.C. 233, 237 S.E.2d 64. 


Purpose 


Central purpose of Interstate Agreement on Detainers Act (IAD), a compact enabling participating states to 
obtain custody of prisoners incarcerated in other participating jurisdictions and bring those prisoners to trial, is 
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to allow participating states to uniformly and expeditiously dispose of charges pending against prisoners held 
out of state. State v. Hill (S.C. 2014) 409 S.C. 50, 760 S.E.2d 802 . 


Purpose of Interstate Agreement on Detainers is to foster expeditious disposition of charges outstanding 
against prisoners so as to eliminate uncertainties which accompany filing of detainers. State v. Finley (S.C. 
1982) 277 S.C. 548, 290 S.E.2d 808 . 


Purpose of Interstate Agreement on Detainers Act is to foster expeditious disposition of charges outstanding 
against prisoner so as to eliminate uncertainties which accompany filing of detainers; goal of promoting 
prisoner rehabilitation programs is achieved by requiring receiving state to proceed to trial within 180 days; 
thus, state's request for continuance may be granted only at or prior to expiration of 180 day period prescribed 
in statute. State v. Patterson (S.C. 1979) 273 S.C. 361 , 256 S.E.2d 417. 


Guilty pleas 


Defendant's plea of guilty to assault with intent to kill and assault and battery with Intent to kill, containing 
waiver of his right to appeal denial of his motion to dismiss on Interstate Agreement on Detalners (IAD), 
grounds was knowingly and voluntarily entered; defendant demonstrated his familiarity with criminal justice 
system by presenting and arguing his IAD motion although his attorneys were present, trial court specifically 
questioned defendant's understanding of his sentencing exposure, defendant stated that he understood and 
accepted sentence proposed in plea agreement, and defendant conceived of and proposed plea agreement 
waiving right to appeal IAD motion. State v. Tucker (S.C.App. 2008) 376 S.C. 412, 656 S.E.2d 403, 
rehearing denied, certiorari granted, certiorari dismissed as improvidently granted 385 S.C. 631, 686 S.E.2d 
683. 


Defendant's plea of guilty to two counts of assault with intent to kill and one count of assault and battery with 
intent to kill expressly waived defendant's right to appeal trial court's ruling on his motion alleging violation of 
Interstate Agreement on Detalners (IAD), where plea was knowingly and voluntarily entered and trial court's 
review of plea agreement during plea colloquy specifically referenced waiver of any right to appeal from its 
prior decision under IAD. State v. Tucker (S.C.App. 2008) 376 S.C. 412, 656 S.E.2d 403 , rehearing denied, 
certiorari granted, certiorari dismissed as improvidently granted 385 S.C. 631 , 686 S.E.2d 683 . 


Defendant's entry of guilty plea to state assault charges, following his second transfer from federal custody 
pursuant to Interstate Agreement on Detainers (IAD), implicitly waived any challenge to his conviction based 
upon alleged violation of anti-shuttling provision of IAD, where plea was without reservation and any violation 
was non-jurisdictional. State v. Tucker (S.C.App. 2008) 376 S.C. 412, 656 S.E.2d 403 , rehearing denied, 
certiorari granted, certiorari dismissed as improvidently granted 385 S.C. 631, 686 S.E.2d 683. 


Review 


An appellate court will reverse a circuit court's decision to grant a continuance under the Interstate Agreement 
on Detainers Act (IAD) only when it amounts to an abuse of discretion. State v. Barnes (S.C.App. 2020) 431 
S.C. 66, 846 S.E.2d 389 , rehearing denied, certiorari granted, affirmed as modified 436 S.C. 202, 871 S.E.2d 
421 , certiorari denied 143 S.Ct. 221,214 l.Ed.2d 89. 


Trial court's decision to grant State a continuance prior to expiration of six-month deadline for bringing 
defendant to trial after defendant's demand for final disposition under Interstate Agreement on Detainers Act 
(IAD) was subject to review for abuse of discretion. State v. Hill (S.C. 2014) 409 S.C. 50, 760 S.E.2d 802 . 


WES'flAW @:>O?.!i Tl10111~;011 F~rn1l1-1ru. No clr-1i111 to orinlnnl lUi. C·,ovornn1011l WorkG. 


487







§ 17-11-10. Agreement on detainers enacted Into law; terms., SC ST§ 17-11-10 


Citing References (38) 


Title 


1. Construction and Application of Article Ill of Interstate 2011 
Agreement on Detainers (IAD)--lssues Related to " Speedy Trial" 
Requirement, and Construction of Essential Terms 
70 A.LR.6th 361 


The Interstate Agreement on Detalners (IAD) Is a compact, entered 
Into by the Federal Government, the vast majority of states, and the 
District of Columbia. The IAD creates uniform ... 


2. Construction and Application of Article Ill of Interstate 
Agreement on Detainers (IAD): Issues Related to Certificate, 
Request by Defendant for Disposition, and " Anti-Shuttling" 
Provision 
71 A.LR.6th 335 


The Interstate Agreement on Detalners (!AD), a compact entered Into 
by the federal government, the vast majority of states, and the District 
of Columbia, creates uniform procedures ... 


2012 


Date 


3. Oxendine v. Warden of Evans Correctional Institution 
2024 WL 5203044, ' 1+, D.S.C. 


Oct. 22, 2024 


Steven W. Oxendine, a state prisoner proceeding prose, filed a 
petition for writ of habeas corpus under 28 U.S.C. § 2254, (Dkl. No. 
8-1), followed by an amended petition under 28 ... 


4, Criminal Offenses In South Carolinas 14:19, § 14:19. 
Jurisdiction, lack of 


Generally, Jurisdiction of the subject matter is satisfied when 
appropriate charges are tiled In a competent court, while jurisdiction 
of the person is acquired when the party ... 


2024 


5. Construction and Application of Article IV of Interstate 2010 
Agreement on Oetalners {IAD): Issues Related to "Speedy Trial" 
Requ irement, and Construction of Essential Terms 
51 A.LR.6th 1 


A "detainer" is a request made by a criminal justice agency to an 
Institution in which a prisoner Is Incarcerated, asking the institution 
ellher to hold the prisoner for the agency ... 


6. Construction and Application of Artic le IV of Interstate 2010 
Agreement on Detalners (IAD): Issues Related to "Anti-
Shuttling" Provision, Dismissal or Action Against Detainee, and 
Adequacy of Certificate 
52 A.L.R.6th 1 


The Interstate Agreement on Detainers is a compact between the 
enacting states, lhe District of Columbia, and the federal government, 
which enables a participating state to gain ... 


j 1. Wharton's Criminal Procedures 6:14, § 6:14. Jurisdictions 12023 
that have adopted the IAD 


The United States Is considered a "Slate" for purposes of the IAD 
and Is bound by all of its provisions. Currently, 48 states, the District 
of Columbia, Puerto Rico, and the Virgin ... 


8, Construction and Application of Article IV of Interstate 2010 
Agreement on Detainers (IAD): Issues Related to Custody, 
Temporary Custody, Contest as to Legality of Custody, 
Necessity of Hearing, and Transmi ttal Orders 
53 A.LR.6th 1 


The basic purpose of the Interstate Agreement on Detainers (IAD) 
Is to encourage the expeditious disposition of charges outstanding 
against a prisoner and to provide procedures ... 


NOD Topics 
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Tltle 


9. Construction and Application or Article Ill of Interstate 
Agreement on Detainers (!AD): Issues Related To Custody, 
Duties of Prison Officials, Waiver or Extradition, Escape, 
Assistance of Counsel, and Necessity of Hearing 
72 A.LR.6th 141 


The Interstate Agreement on Detalners (IAD) creates uniform 
procedures for lodging and execuling detalners on prisoners In other 
slates to ensure that they will be held until they ... 


FJ 10. State v. Barnes 
846 S.E.2d 389, 389+ , S.C.App. 


CRIMINAL JUSTICE - Speedy Trial. Period of delay for speedy trial 
claim began on date that defendant's case was remitted to trial court 
follov..,ing reversal of conviction. 


Date 


2012 


July 22, 2020 


11. Gilmore v. Ebbert July 17, 2018 
895 F.3d 834, 838 , 6th Clr.(Ky.) 


CRIMINAL JUSTICE - Habeas Corpus. Warden or federal prison 
was not proper respondent In prisoner's habeas petition seeking 
dlsmissa~ of slate charges underlying detainer. 


12. Abney v. Warden, Perry Correctional Institution 
2015 WL 5783295, *1+ , o.s.c. 
Petitioner Horace Abney, Jr., a slate prisoner proceeding prose, 
initiated this action by filing a petition for a writ of habeas corpus 
pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 2254. See ... 


13. Proctor v. Huggins 
2015 WL 5306018, '2, M.D.N.C. 


This matter is before the Court on a Motion to Dismiss (Doc.# 17) 
by Defendants Trask, Shamberger, Wilkes, Moore, Work, Jones, 
Reynolds, Shaw, Cook, and Campbell (collectively ... 


FJ 14. State v. Hill 't7.._, 


760 S.E.2d 802, 803+ , S.C. 


CRIMINAL JUSTICE - Extradition and Detainers. Trial court's 
decision to grant State an IAD continuance was subject to review for 
abuse of discretion 


15. State v. Barnes 
753 S.E.2d 545, 547+, S.C. 


CRIMINAL JUSTICE - Counsel. Farella standard for waiver of 
the right to counsel, rather than Edwards standard, applied lo 
defendant's request to represent himself. 


16. Gordon v. Warden of Graham Correctional Inst. 
2013 WL 6512640, k3, D.S.C. 


This matter comes before the Court on the Report and 
Recommendation (R & R) of the Magistrate Judge (0kt. No. 16), 
recommending that Respondent's Motion for Summary Judgment 
be ... 


17. Prince v. Heath 
2012 WL 2422563, '2, S.D.N.Y. 


Raymond Prince, lhe plaintiff pro se, filed his lnltlal complaint In this 
action on July 25, 2011. (0kt. No. 2.) An amended complaint followed 
on September 29, 2011. (0kt. No. 8 ... 


Sep.29,2015 


Sep. 10,2015 


July 09, 2014 


Jan.15,2014 


Dec. 12, 2013 


June 27, 2012 


NOD Topics 


1. In general 
4. Review 


1. In general 
2. Purpose 
4. Review 
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I Title Date NOD Topics I Type 
I i 
18. Gray v. Stevenson Jan. 24,2012 Case 
2012 WL 489010, *3, D.S.C. 


Petllloner, Noel Gray (Petllioner/Gray), Is currenUy Incarcerated at 
Broad River Correctional Institution. Petitioner appearing prose, filed 
his petition for a writ of habeas ... 


19. Johnson v. Strength Nov.30,2010 Case 
2010 WL 5553854 , '3+, D.S.C. 


A Petition for Writ of Habeas Corpus pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 2254 
has been submitted to the Court pro se by a state prison Inmate. 
Pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 636(b)(1)(8), and D.S.C .... 


20. State v. Abney Sep.20,2010 Case 
2010 WL 10080226, *1 , S.C.App. 


Horace Abney, Jr. appeals his conviction for trafficking cocaine 
and thirty-year sentence, arguing the trial court erred In denying his 
motion for a new trial and motion to dismiss ... 


21. Black v. Crosby Dec. 02, 2009 Case 
2009 WL 4403365, '3 , D.S.C. 


The above referenced case Is before this court upon the magistrate 
judge's recommendation that the petition be dismissed without 
prejudice and without requiring the respondents to ... 


22. Ray v. Simon Dec. 24, 2008 Case 
2008 WL 5412067, '13, D.S.C. 


Plaintiff, Michael R. Ray, ("plaintiff') brought this civil action, prose, 
seeking habeas relief pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 2241 and bringing 
claims pursuant to 42. U.S.C. § ... 


23. Stephney v. Myers May 08, 2008 Case 
2008 WL 2076766, *1+, D.S.C. 


Plaintiff Wade Stephney, Jr. is an Inmate In the custody of the 
South Carolina Department of Corrections C'SCDC"). He Is currently 
housed al the Lee Correctional Institution .... 


24. DuBose v. Evans Apr. 09, 2008 Case 
2008 WL 2622951, '6, E.D.Mich. 


For the reasons set forth below, IT IS RECOMMENDED that 
Defendant's mollon for summary judgment be GRANTED and the 
case be dismissed with prejudice In its entirety. Plaintiff filed ... 


25. Williams v. Berkeley County Summary Courts Feb.04,2008 Case 
2008 WL 320258, *3 , D.S.C. 


This matter Is before the court upon the magistrate judge's 
recommendation that respondents' motion for summary judgment be 
granted, and that petitioner's motions be denied. The ... 


26. Glover v . Rushton Jan.29,2008 Case 
2008 WL 269501, *5 , D.S.C. 


This case was liled as a § 2254 action. Petitioner is proceeding 
pro se. The matter Is before the Court for review of the Report and 
RecommendaUon (Report) of the United States ... 


27. State v. Tucker ~ Jan. 16,2008 1. In general Case 
656 S.E.2d 403, 404+ , S.C.App. 3. Guilty pleas 


CRIMINAL JUSTICE - Pleas. Defendant's plea waived any challenge 
to his conviction based on alleged vlolallon of Interstate Agreement 
on Detainers. 
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Title j Date NOD Topics Type 


28. Glover v. Hodges Sep.07,2004 Case 
2004 WL 3222893, '4 , D.S.C. 


This matter is before the Court for review of the United Slates 
Magistrate Judge's report and recommendation (the report), made in 
accordance with 28 U.S.C. § 636 and Local Civil. .. 


0 29. State v. Adams 
Mayos, 2003 1. In general Case 


580 S.E.2d 785, 785+ , S.C.App. 


CRIMINAL JUSTICE • Burglary. Evidence of prior burglary of same 
model home was admissible under res gestae theory. 


30. The Honorable M.O. Alexander May 24, 1991 AdmlnlstraUve 
1991 S.C. Op. Alty. Gen. 95 Decision 


You have asked what length of time must pass before a person 
accused of a crime has been denied the right to a speedy trial. You 
also ask what remedy ls available In the event the ... 


31. The Honorable Ira Reiner Jan. 13, 1986 Administrative 
1986 S.C. Op. Ally. Gen. 30 Decision 


Referencing the request by the State of South Carolina that Mitchell 
C. Sims and Ruby Padgett be returned to this State for trial prior to 
being tried by the Stale of California, ... 


p:l 32. State v. Johnson 
Mar. 16, 1983 1. In general Case 


301 S.E.2d 138, 139+ , s.c. 
The General Sessions Court, Chesterfield County, Marlon H. Klnon, 
J., denied motion to dismiss charges on ground that the State failed 
lo try defendant within 180 days after he ... 


p:l 33_ State v. Finley tp 
Apr. 13, 1982 1. In general Case 


290 S.E.2d 808, 808 , S.C. 
2. Purpose 


Defendant was convicted In the General Sessions Court, Richland 
County, John Grlmball, J., of murder, assault and battery with Intent 
to kill and carrying an unlawful weapon, and ... 


fJ 34. Bush v. Muncy 
Sep.04, 1981 Case 


659 F,2d 402, 411 , 4th Clr.(Md.) 


Plaintiff appealed from orders of the United States District Court 
for Iha District of Maryland, at Baltimore, Frank A. Kaufman, Chief 
Judge, denying by summary judgment his claim ... 


35. State v. Knowles Sep. 15, 1980 1. In general Case 
270 S.E.2d 133, 133+, S.C. 


Appeal was taken from order of the General Sessions Court, 
Greenville County, James H, Price, Jr., J., affirming revocation of 
probation. The Supreme Court held that permanent... 


36. State v. Holbrook V'l Nov. 13, 1979 1. In general Case 
260 S.E.2d 181, 181+, S.C. 


Defendants were convicted berore the General Sessions Court, 
Greenville County, John T. Gentry, Special Judge, of housebreaking 
and grand larceny, and they appealed. The Supreme ... 


37. State v. Patterson ~.., June 25, 1979 2. Purpose Case 
256 S.E.2d 417,418, S.C. 


Defendants were convicted In the General Sessions Court, Horry 
County, James H. Price, Jr., J., of housebreaking, armed robbery, 
safecracklng, and three counts of assault and ... 
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Title 


38. State v. Allen "" 
237 S.E.2d 64, 66+ , S.C. 


By judgment of the General Sessions Court, Abbeville County, 
Francis B. Nicholson, J., three defendants were convicted of burglary I during commission of which the house owner was ... 


Date 


Aug. 15, 1977 


NOD Topics 


1. In general 
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Type 


Case 


492







§ 17-11-10. Agreement on detalners enacted Into law; terms., SC ST§ 17-11 -10 


Context and Analysis (8) 


ALR Library (6) 


51 American Law Reports 6th 1, Construction and Application of Article IV of Interstate Agreement on 
Detalners (IAD): Issues Related to "Speedy Trial" Requirement, and Construction of Essential Terms. 


52 American Law Reports 6th 1, Construction and Application of Article IV of Interstate Agreement on 
Detainers (IAD): Issues Related to "Anti-Shuttling" Provision, Dismissal of Action Against Detainee, and 
Adequacy of Certificate. 


53 American Law Reports 6th 1, Construction and Application of Article IV of Interstate Agreement on 
Detalners (IAD): Issues Related to Custody, Temporary Custody, Contest as to Legality of Custody, Necessity 
of Hearing, and Transmittal Orders. 


70 Ame,ican Law Reports 6th 361 , Construction and Application of Article 111 of Interstate Agreement on 
Detainers (IAD)--lssues Related to "Speedy Trial" Requirement, and Construction of Essential Terms. 


71 American Law Reports 6th 335, Construction and Application of Article Ill of Interstate Agreement on 
Detainers (IAD): Issues Related to Certificate, Request by Defendant for Disposition, and "Anti-Shuttling" 
Provision. 


72 American Law Reports 6th 141, Construction and Application of Article 111 of Interstate Agreement on 
Detainers (IAD): Issues Related to Custody, Duties of Prison Officials, Waiver of Extradition, Escape, 
Assistance of Counsel, and Necessity of Hearing. 


Law Review And Journal Commentaries (1) 


Annual Survey of South Carolina Law: criminal law: the right to a speedy trial. 27 S.C. L. Rev. 414. 


Attorney General's Opinions (1) 


South Carolina has not established specific period of time beyond which right to speedy trial is deemed 
violated. Whether accused's right to speedy trial has been violated will depend upon Individual circumstances 
in each case. Rel ief granted where accused has been denied right to speedy trial Is dismissal of criminal 
charge. 1991 S.C. Op.Atty.Gen. No. 91-36, p 95 (May 24, 1991) 1991 WL 474766. 
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Stock, Chris


From: Stock, Chris
Sent: Thursday, June 18, 2026 2:58 PM
To: Melody Brown; Angela Brown
Cc: Hudgins, Kathrine
Subject: 2025-001199 - State v. Abdullah Seifullah - Anders Brief of Appellant & Record on 


Appeal
Attachments: 2025-001199 - State v. Abdullah Seifullah - Anders Brief of Appellant.pdf; 2025-001199 


- State v. Abdullah Seifullah - Anders Brief of Appellant - AG Cover Letter.pdf; 
2025-001199 - State v. Abdullah Seifullah - Record on Appeal.pdf


Ms. Brown, 
 
Please find attached for service the Anders Brief of Appellant, Designation of Matter, and Record on 
Appeal for Abdullah Seifullah’s appeal which will be filed with the Court of Appeals today. 
 
If you have any questions, please let me know.  
 
Thank you, 
 
Chris Stock 
Administrative Coordinator 
Commission on Indigent Defense 
Appellate Division 
(803) 734-1330 
 






