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1.

STATEMENT OF ISSUES ON APPEAL

Did the trial judge err in refusing to dismiss the indictments when the State failed to call
the case for trial within 180 days as provided by the Interstate Agreement on Detainers

Act?

Did the trial judge err in sentencing Appellant to five years for possession of a weapon
during the commission of a violent crime in violation of S.C. Code §16-23-490 when the

judge also sentenced Appellant to life in prison for murder?





STATEMENT OF THE CASE

In April of 2025, the Horry County Grand Jury indicted Appellant, Abdullah Seifullah,
for murder and possession of a weapon during the commission of a violent crime, indictments
#2025-GS-26-02862, 02863. (R. pp. 458-461). On May 29, 2025, Appellant appeared before
the Honorable Michael G. Nettles moved to dismiss the charges based on a violation of the
Interstate Agreement of Detainers Act. (R. pp. 1 - 12). Johnny Gardner represented Appellant.
Leigh Andrew Waller represented the State. Judge Nettles denied the motion to dismiss. (R. p.
9, lines 3-13). On June 2, 2025, Appellant proceeded to jury trial before Judge Neitles. Johnny
Gardner again represented Appellant. Leigh Andrew Waller and George Henry Martin
represented the State. The jury found Appellant guilty. Judge Nettles sentenced Appellant to life
in prison for murder and five (5) years concurrent for the weapon charge. A timely notice of

intent to appeal was served on June 11, 2025. This appeal follows.





ARGUMENTS

1. The trial judge erred in refusing to dismiss the indictments when the State failed
to call the case for trial within 180 days as provided by the Interstate Agreement
on Detainers Act.

Standard of Review

“In criminal cases, the appellate court sits to review errors of law only.” State v.

Wharton, 381 S.C. 209, 213, 672 S.E.2d 786, 788 (2009). Therefore, “[appellate courts are]

bound by the [circuit] court's factual findings unless they are clearly erroneous.” State v. Baccus,

367 S.C. 41, 48, 625 S.E.2d 216, 220 (2006).

Argument

The jury found Appellant guilty of the shooting death of David Roldan Dimas in front of
the Planet Fitness gym in the Carolina Forest area of Horry County on June 19, 2023. Appellant
and co-defendant Brandon Huertas arrived in Myrtle Beach from Connecticut a few days earlier.
(R. p. 147, line 12 — p. 148, lines 1-18).  Almost two years later, on May 29, 2025, Appellant
appeared before the Honorable Michael G. Nettles and moved for dismissal of the charges based
on a violation of the Interstate Agreement on Detainers Act [TAD]. (R. pp. 1-12). Judge Nettles

denied the motion to dismiss and the case proceeded to jury trial on June 2, 2025,

During the May hearing Appellant entered Court’s exhibits #1 and #21 in support of the
motion to dismiss. (R. p. 464-493). Exhibit #1 included comrespondence related to the IAD.
Exhibit #2 was copy of the IAD found in S.C. Code §17-11-10. Counsel for Appellant argued

that the start date for purposes of the IAD was November 20, 2024, the date Appellant pled

1 The original Court’s exhibits #1 and #2 could not be located. The parties by consent entered
copies of the exhibits at a hearing on May 28, 2026, before Judge Nettles. (R. p. 463 - Receipt
for Exhibits).





guilty to charges in Connecticut. (R. p. 3, line 12 ~ p. 4, lines 1-22). Counsel referenced a
Governor’s Warrant and advised the judge, “They [the State of South Carolina] tried to get him
in 2023, for a reason they didn’t get him in 2023, they didn’t get him in 2024, but they should
have known that he pled guilty in November, on November 20", on or about of 2024, that way
he was available then at that time. They should have brought him then, they should have brought
him to trial no later than May 19'". Those numbers work, and that’s our case, and I don’t see any
other alternative but to grant the motion to dismiss.” (R. p. 4, lines 14-22).

The State acknowledged it attempted to obtain custody of Appellant through the
Governor’s Warrant process but was advised Connecticut wanted to resolve their charges first.
(R. p. 5, lines 2-15). The State argued that Appellant requested disposition of the South
Carolina charges pursuant to the IAD in forms post marked January 6, 2025. The State asserted
that the 180-day time frame provided by the IAD to try the case started on January 6, 2025, and
the trial scheduled for June was within the timeframe. (R. p. 6, lines 2-16).  Alternatively, the
State argued even if the request had been made by the State, rather than Appellant, pursuant to
the IAD, that timeframe started when the defendant arrived in South Carolina. According to the
State, Appellant arrived in South Carolina on February 14, 2025. The June trial date would still
be within the 120-day time frame provided by this section of the IAD. (R. p. 6, line 17 —p. 7,
lines 1-9).

Counsel for Appellant argued that Appellant had been requesting the IAD paperwork for
over a year and had no control over when the prison provided him with the IAD paperwork. (R.
p. 7, lines 10-25). Counsel continued to argue that the 180-day time frame to try the case
pursuant to the IAD started on November 20, 2024. (R. p. 8, lines 1-13). The judge denied the

motion to dismiss. (R. p.9, lines 3-13). The judge erred.





Article ITI, subsections (a) and (b) of the IAD found in S.C. Code Ann. § 17-11-10, apply
when a prisoner initiates disposition of charges pending while the prisoner is incarcerated in

another jurisdiction. Article III, subsections (a) and (b) of S.C. Code Ann. § 17-11-10, provide,

(a) Whenever a person has entered upon a term of imprisonment in a penal or
correctional institution of a party state, and whenever during the continuance of
the term of imprisonment there is pending in any other party state any untried
indictment, information or complaint on the basis of which a detainer has been
lodged against the prisoner, he shall be brought to trial within one hundred eighty
days after he shall have caused to be delivered to the prosecuting officer and the
appropriate court of the prosecuting officer's jurisdiction written notice of the
place of his imprisonment and his request for a final disposition to be made of the
indictment, information or complaint; provided, that for good cause shown in
open court, the prisoner or his counse! being present, the court having jurisdiction
of the matter may grant any necessary or recasonable continuance. The request of
the prisoner shall be accompanied by a certificate of the appropriate official
having custody of the prisoner, stating the term of commitment under which the
prisoner is being held, the time already served, the time remaining to be served on
the sentence, the amount of good time earned, the time of parole eligibility of the
prisoner, and any decisions of the state parole agency relating to the prisoner.

(b} The written notice and request for final disposition referred to in paragraph (a)
hereof shall be given or sent by the prisoner to the warden, commissioner of
corrections or other official having custody of him, who shall promptly forward it
together with the certificate to the appropriate prosecuting official and court by
registered or certified mail, return receipt requested.

In footnote 7 in State v. Hill, 409 S.C. 50, 53, 760 S.E.2d 802, 804 (2014), the South

Carolina Supreme Court wrote:

Under the IAD, once the receiving jurisdiction acknowledges receipt of the
prisoner's request for disposition, the receiving jurisdiction has 180 days to bring
the prisoner to trial, unless a proper continuance is granted by a court of
competent jurisdiction. S.C.Code Ann. § 17-11-10 Art. IIf (2003). Otherwise, the
court will dismiss the charges. Sec State v. Holbrook, 274 S.C. 4, 260 S.E.2d 181
(1979). (holding that the time provisions of the IAD are mandatory and violation
of them requires dismissal).






In State v. Allen, 269 S.C. 233, 238-39, 237 S.E.2d 64, 67 (1977), the South Carolina
Supreme Court wrote, “The purpose of the Interstate Agreement on Detainers is, as stated in
Article I of Section 17-11-10, supra, to encourage and effectuate ‘the expeditious and orderly
disposition’ of charges outstanding against prisoners detained in other jurisdictions so as to
eliminate ‘uncertainties which obstruct programs of prisoner treatment and rehabilitation.” This
purpose is promoted by requiring the receiving State to expeditiously proceed to a trial of the
case.”

The purpose of the act is fulfilled by a finding that the 180-day time frame started on
November 20, 2024, when Appellant resolved the Connecticut charges. The case should have
been tried by May 19, 2025. The State failed to expeditiously proceed to trial once the
Connecticut charges were resolved. The June trial date exceeded the 180-day time frame
provided by the IAD. Counsel for Appellant argued the State unsuccessfully attempted to obtain
custody of Appellant in 2023. Indictments, however, were not sought until April of 2025. The

judge erred in refusing to dismiss the charges.





2. The trial judge erred in sentencing Appellant to five years for possession of a
weapon during the commission of a violent crime in violation of S.C. Code §16-
23-490 when the judge sentenced Appellant to life in prison for murder.
Standard of Review
“[W1hen a trial court imposes what the State concedes is an illegal sentence, the appellate
court may correct that sentence on direct appeal or remand the issue to the trial court even if the

defendant did not object to the sentence at trial and even if there is no real threat of incarceration

beyond the limits of a legal sentence.” State v. Plumer, 439 S.C. 346, 351, 887 S.E.2d 134, 137

(2023).

Argument

The trial judge sentenced Appellant to life in prison for murder and five years concurrent
for possession of a weapon during the commission of a violent crime. (R. p. 454, lines 4-14).
The trial judge imposed an illegal sentence when he sentenced Appellant to life in prison for
murder and five years in prison for possession of a weapon during the commission of a violent
crime. S.C. Code §16-23-490(A) provides, “If a person is in possession of a firearm or visibly
displays what appears to be a firearm ... during the commission of a violent crime and is
convicted of committing or attempting to commit a violent crime as defined in Section 16-1-60,
he must be imprisoned five years, in addition to the punishment provided for the principal crime.
This five-year sentence does not apply in cases where the death penalty or a life sentence
without parole is imposed for the violent crime.” (emphasis added). S.C. Code §16-1-60

defines murder as a violent crime.





In State v. Plumer, 439 S.C. 346, 351, 887 S.E.2d 134, 137 (2023), the South Carolina

Supreme Court affirmed as modified the decision by the Court of Appeals to vacate the illegal
sentence writing:

On occasion, we encounter illegal sentences to which no objection was taken in
the trial court. In such cases, it is inefficient and a waste of judicial resources to
delay the inevitable by requiring the appellant to file a post-conviction relief
action or petition for a writ of habeas corpus. Therefore, we modify Johnston and
hold that when a trial court imposes what the State concedes is an illegal sentence,
the appellate court may correct that sentence on direct appeal or remand the issue
to the trial court even if the defendant did not object to the sentence at trial and
even if there is no real threat of incarceration beyond the limits of a legal
sentence. However, we do not agree with the court of appeals' conclusion that the
correction of the sentence is a function of “criminal equity.” Plumer, 433 S.C. at
315, 857 S.E.2d at 803. “The general rule is well settled that equity has no
criminal jurisdiction....” State ex rel. McLeod v. Holcomb, 245 S.C. 63, 67, 138
S.E.2d 707, 708 (1964); see Ezell v. Ritholz, 188 S.C. 39, 46-47, 198 S.E. 419,
422 (1938). With that modification, we affirm the court of appeals on this issue.

Pursuant to S.C. Code §16-23-490(A), the five-year sentence imposed for possession of a
weapon during the commission of a violent crime is an illegal sentence when the judge also
sentenced Appellant to life in prison for murder. Although there was no objection made to the

illegal sentence, this Court, based on Plumer, should vacate the illegal sentence.





CONCLUSION

Based on the argument presented in issue one, this Court should dismiss the indictments.
Based on the argument presented in issue two, this Court should vacate the five-year sentence for

the weapon charge.

Kathrine H. Hudgins
Senior Appellate Defender

ATTORNEY FOR APPELLANT

This 18" day of June, 2026.
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P-R-0-C-E-E-D-I-N-G-3

THE COURT: Ms. Waller, you're recognized.

MS. WALLER: Your Honor, this is the State of
South Carolina v. Abdullah Seifullah. It is True Billed
Indictment Numbers 2025-GS-26-02863 for murder; =-02862 for
possession of a weapon during a violent crime; and -02864
for criminal conspiracy.

It's my understanding that this is Mr. Seifullah,
he's represented by Mr. Johnny Gardner, he's present, this
is their motion to dismiss the case.

THE COURT: 1I'll be glad to hear from you. Yes,
sir.

MR. GARDNER: Thank you, Your Honor.

Judge, we filed a written motion and I believe you
have a copy of that. I also have some additional documents,
that most of these I got from the Solicitor and she's got a
copy, I want to make sure that she does, and I'd like to
hand those up to you if that's okay.

May I approach, Judge?

THE CQURT: Yes.

{WHEREUPCN, Court's Exhibit Numbers 1 and 2 were

marked for identification.)

THE COURT: All right. 1I'll be glad to hear from
Defense. Yes, sir.

MR. GARDNER: Thank you, Your Honor, I appreciate
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it.

I don't think I've ever argued a motion before
where the judge had already heard the same issue relatively
the same facts and ruled, but I think that cur case is a
little bit different. I would like to put these things on
the record that we know about the motion, I believe 1s part
of the record, and that is that we'wve alleged that
South Carolina failed to bring my client, Abdullah
Seifullah, teo trial within the time affcrded under the IAD,
which is 180 days from the time that South Carolina was
aware of that -- 120 days.

So, Judge, what I would also like to point out is
that a couple of things that make this case different than
the one you heard before. What is the same is the
allegations involved in the indictment occurred in 2023. It
is undisputed that South Carolina knew that my client was in
Connecticut in 2023, They had made phone calls and other-
communications with Connecticut.

In fact, there's an allegation there was a
Governor's Warrant, I don't have a copy of that, but I don't
think the State is geoing to object or disagree that there
was a Governor's Warrant, whether or not it was signed by
Connecticut, we happen to know it confirmed, but we do know
that South Carolina knew he was there, knew everything about

him. We know that he pled guilty, skipping ahead, on or
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about November 20th of 2024. And if you added the days from
that date he should have been tried no later than May 19th
of this year.

So based on that, I put that on the record, ask
that you dismiss these charges with prejudice based on the
violation of the IAD.

With the Court's indulgence, Your Honor?

There 1is a Governor's Warrant, but we understand
that's a different issue under the law, but the reason I
bring it to the Court's attention is because there's no
dispute over it and it shows that the State was aware. And
I think by the State, by the packet that we introduced into
evidence, the State would concede that they were aware that
he was in Connecticut in 2023. They tried to get him in
2023, for a reason they didn't get him in 2023, they didn't
get him in 2024, but they should have known that he pled
guilty in November, on November 20th, on or about of 2024,
that way he was available then at that time. They should
have brought him then, they should have brought him teo trial
no later than May 19th. Those numbers work, and that's our
case, and I don't see any other alternative but tc grant the
motion to dismiss.

THE COURT: 1I'll be glad to hear from the State.

MS. WALLER: Your Henor, it's the State's position

that the defense in confusing the Governor's Warrant process
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with the Interstate Detainer Act. The Governor's Warrant
process is a process whereby two states can cooperate to
bring a defendant back tc face justice in another state.

South Carolina did attempt to get custody of
Mr. Seifullah through the Governor's Warrant process. I do
not know 1if Connecticut ever signed the warrant. What I do
know is that they called and said they wanted to adjudicate
their charges before they would be willing tc send him back.
There are no statutory requirements in regard to the
Governor's Warrant even if it was signed where the State of
South Carolina is not under any obligation to bring the
defendant back within a certain timeframe. And, as a matter
of fact, unless Connecticut voluntarily sends him we don't
have any mechanism to do that. We can't go take him without
Connecticut's permission.

Once the defendant was adjudicated in Connecticut,
meaning that his charges had a final resolution and he was
an incarcerated inmate, which I do believe based on my
research occurred on November 20th, this defendant had the
right to request under the Interstate Detainer Act that he
be transported to South Carclina to face these charges.

Once he made that request the statutory time
constraints of the Interstate Detainer Act came into play.
The 100 -- it's 100 -- the State of South Carolina has 180

days to try this defendant from the date South Carolina
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received actual notice of his reqguest.

If you look at the packet Mr. Gardner handed up
you'll see a certified mail receipt. The reguest was sent
from Connecticut to our sheriff. It is postmarked
January 6, 2025. There's no way the State of South Carolina
could have notice of his request prior to receiving —- prior
to the letter being postmarked when they sent it.

The Solicitor's office actually got notice on
June 14th which I believe you'll see an email in that packet
as well that indicates that. Based on my math the State is
well within its 180-day timeframe to try this case if we go
to trial on June 2nd.

I believe if you go by the postmark date we have
at least until July, I can't recall the exact date, but it's
sometime in July, Your Honcr. And I believe that's a
correct interpretation of the Interstate Detainer Act.

The defendant mentioned 120 days, the time limit
in the Interstate Detainer Act, which you can read, is a
120 days if the State of South Carolina reguests after the
adjudication and they're sent back, but at this point the
State of South Carolina -- and it's 120 days from the date
the defendant arrives in the State of South Carolina. He
arrived here on February 14th, we would still be within that
120 days. But that provision of the Interstate Detainer Act

does not apply to this circumstance because as you'll see in
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that packet you should have in the Court's Exhibit the
defendant's request to be brought back to South Carolina
under the Interstate Detainer Act, you'll see that he signed
that on December 20th, 2024. BAnd then it was signed again
on December 26, 2024. And you cah see very clearly it is
his request asking the State of South Carolina to bring him
back pursuant to the rules of the Interstate Detainer Act.
And we have done that and are ready, willing, and able to go
to court and go to trial next Monday.

MR. GARDNER: Judge, I'd just like to put a couple
of things on the record. HNumber 1, that is accurate as far
as him signing the paperwork, but he was an inmate at that
time. He could not sign the paperwork until it was brought
to him. 1It's undisputed that he had been trying to get this
done prior to December, prior to November.

Under the Interstate -- the IAD is -- it's for
inmates, we understand that. He was an inmate, officially
pled guilty, officially on or about November the 20th,
that's the date that we should be calculated on. And just
because the administrative paperwork wasn't signed until
December 26th, that's beyond his control. He's the one that
asked for it, he's been asking for it for over a year and he
doesn't have any access to get the paperwork brought to him,
he doesn't have the forms, he can't do anything because he's

a priscner, an inmate.
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Once the Department of Corrections in Connecticut
brought him the paperwork and they sent it to South
Carolina, that's what she's -- the Solicitor is going by.
But what we should do, what equity, and what the law and the
interpretation should be is, when would he —- when did he
gqualify under this act? He qualified when he became an
inmate because the Sclicitor says he doesn't get the benefit
of the Governor's Warrant because he -- that's only by
agreement, Connecticut didn't agree because he wasn't an
inmate he was just waiting for trial or disposition.

So once he gets the disposition, that should start
the clock, that was November 20th. If you start the clock
on November 20th, 180 days expires on May 1%8th.

MS. WALLER: Your Honor, just as Mr. Seifullah had
no control over when the Connecticut Department of
Corrections handed him the paperwork to make his request
neither, did the State of South Carolina. The law requires
us to bring him back at his request when we receive actual
notice that date is January 1l4th, 2025. Even if you
calculate, I just did it from the date of the postmark of
the envelope, we still have until July 5, 2025 to try him.

So I do not believe that the date that he -- he
was not entitled to the paperwork until his was adjudicated
November 20th, but when Ccnnecticut gave him that paperwork,

I have no way to know that. Although, I will say it
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happened rather quickly because he had it in hand no later
than December of 2024.

THE COURT: All right. I specifically find that
the State 1is within the 180 day prescribed time amount and
the 120 days. And I think it's important to note what the
State has already put on the record is they're ready to try
this on Monday. And these time limits I don't believe
should be used as a weapon to dismiss a case. I think it's
to ensure that the case is tried in a timely fashion.

All of those things taken into consideration the
motion to dismiss is denied. I'm going to ask that you
prepare an order consistent with your presentation here
today and consistent with the previous order.

MS. WALLER: Thank you.

THE COURT: And I wish you the best of luck.
You're protected on the record in all respects. It might be
that the Appellate Court agrees with you and takes the
position I'm wrong but you're protected on the record. Your
lawyer's done a very fine Jjcb putting everything in the
record for appellate review. Good luck to you.

MR. GARDNER: Judge, if I may, I'd like to put one
more thing on the record, if I may?

THE COURT: Yes.

MR. GARDNER: Not about your ruling. Not an

ocbjection or argument with your rule.
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I'd just like to put on the record that I believe
that the Solicitor said that Mr. Seifullah arrived in South
Carolina on February 14, 2025, and I was appointed to
represent him on April 2nd of this year. I received the
first tranche of discovery on April 22 of this year. And
today is May 29th, sc that's a little over a month I've had
this case.

THE COURT: What is the State's position?

MS. WALLER: Your Honor, I believe Mr. Gardner is
asking -- is going to ask you for a continuance.

MR. GARDNER: Let me interrupt you, I'm so sorry.

MS. WALLER: I'm sorry, go ahead.

MR. GARDNER: I'm putting that on the record
because my client is going to tell you he does not want a
continuance and I'm going to leave that up to the two of
y'all, but for the record this is the chronological state of
events regarding my representation. He came here
February 14th, I was appointed March 2Znd. 1 received the
first wave, and I'm talking about there is a lot of
discovery in this, there is some expert issues with DNA,
cellpheone technology, many, many video tapes, many, many
body cams, all of that stuff. Voluminous would be an
understatement.

I got the first wave of that April 22nd. I

continued to get discovery as the case develops and
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develops. So I've had the case approximately five weeks and
I'm putting that on the record. My client would like to
address the court and say he does not want a continuance.

THE COURT: Yes, sir. I'll be glad to hear from
you. And you can stand and I'll be glad to hear from you as
to whether or not you want your trial tc be delayed or do
you want a trial starting next week?

THE DEFENDANT: I don't want my trial to be
delayed. I've been here. It's been delayed already for
over a year. And what she's saying is inaccurate on what
you've already ruled on. It seems as if the Governor's
Warrant has no weight or value. If that's the case, what is
it for? And in my transfer from Connecticut, the Prosecutor
said that IAD was going to go into effect it was, because
they were in talks with the Scolicitors down here, but for
whatever reason that's not being hconored. So now I don't
want this to be prolonged any longer, I want it to go to
trial.

THE COURT: All right. In view of your request,
we'll accommodate your request and we'll be ready for trial.

Is the State ready?

MS. WALLER: Yes, sir. We're ready.

THE COURT: Very gocod. Well, good luck to you.

END OF REQUESTED PROCEEDINGS
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P-R-O-C-E-E-D-I-N-G-5
(Whereupon proceedings convened Monday, June 2, 2025)

MS. WALLER: Your Honor, the State of Scuth Carolina
versus Bbdullah Seifullah. T believe I gave Your Honor my
copies of the indictments. May I borrow them?

THE COURT: VYes, you may.

MS. WALLER: Thank you. Your Honor, this is State of
Scuth Carolina versus Abdullah Seifullah. He's charged at true
billed indictment numbers 2025-GS5-26-02863 for murder; for true
billed indictment ending in 02862, possession of weapon during
the commission of a viclent crime; and indictment ending in
02684 for criminal conspiracy.

(Voir Dire)

THE COURT: Ladies and gentlemen, I held in my hand
three separate distinct indictments, and I want toc explain, the
indictments bear absolutely no evidentiary wvalue, whatsoever.
As Mr. Seifullah is seated at the defense table over there,
he's presumed to be just as innocent as me or you. We start
from that frame of reference. The allegations which gave rise
to these charges took place on June 19, 2023 in the Carolina
Forest area here in Horry County. It tock place in the parking
lot of Planet Fitness. I think there's a Detrick's Car Wash
over there, as well, as far as orienting you, and I tell you
the basic information of these allegations to determine whether

or not you witnessed any events which gave rise to these
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allegations, whether or not you've heard anything about it,
read anything about it, and if so, please stand. Yes, sir? If
you all could come forward. |

The following proceedings were held at the bench by
Court and counsel:

THE COURT: Yes, ma'am, your name and number?

THE JUROR: Nicole Kennedy, number 201.

THE COURT: 2017?

THE JUROR: Yeah. TI remember hearing about this
case.

THE COURT; Say that again.

THE JUROR: I remember hearing about this case when
it happened.

THE COURT: All right. The question is, if called
upen to serve on this jury, could you set aside anything that
you've read or heard about it, listen to the evidence in this
case or the lack of evidence, and the law as I charge it to you
and give both the State and the Defendant a fair and impartial
trial?

THE JURQR: TI really could not, in all honesty, I
really couldn't.

THE COURT: All right. You're excused for the
purposes of this trial only.

THE JUROR: Okay.

THE COURT: Thank you. And don't say anything about
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anything to any of the jurors.

Yes, sir? What do you know about this case?

THE JUROR: Just what I heard. I live in Carolina
Forest, so just from Facebook pages, the news and the article.
I don't know the in's and cut's of it.

THE CCOURT: All right. This is the question that's
most important, is if called upon to serve on this jury, could
you set aside what you've heard or read on Facebook, quite
often those are not accurate, and listen to the evidence in
this case or the lack of evidence, and the law as I charge it
to you and give both the State and the Defendant a fair and
impartial trial?

THE JUROR: Yeah.

THE COURT: OQOkay. You're gqualified to serve. Thank
you. Your name and number?

THE JURCR: Antonic Camino, 53.

THE COURT: Fifty~three, he's qualified.

Yes, ma'am? What do you know about this case?

23

THE JUROR: I know pretty much everything that's been

recorded in the paper, as well as, I've looked him up and
Googled him last night. I know that he should not even have
been allowed out on the streets to do what he did.

THE COURT: Ckay. Well, if called upon to serve on
this jury, could you set aside what you've heard and read and

give both the State and the defense a fair and impartial trial

?
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THE JUROR: I don't think so.

THE COURT: Okay. Your name and number again?

THE JUROR: Shannon Williams, 372. |

THE COURT: 372, she's excused for the purposes of
this trial only.

THE JUROR: Thank vyou.

THE COURT: Thank you.

THE COURT: Hey, how are you doing?

THE JUROR: Good.

THE COURT: What do you know about this case? Your
name and number to start with?

THE JUROR: 207, Aaron Kirk.

THE COURT: Okay.

THE JUROR: I know it happened in the gym I used to
go to. My mom sent me the article and I read it, so I know a
little bit about it --

THE COURT: Okay.

THE JUROR: -- and where it happened, the shooting.

THE COURT: Okay. If called upon to serve on this
jury, quite often what you hear and what you read in the paper
and what you see on Facebook is inaccurate. If called upon to
serve on this jury you will hear straight from the horse's
mouth what transpired and perhaps what did not transpire, and
if called upon to serve upon this jury, could you disregard

anything that you had heard up until this point, listen tc the
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evidence or the lack of evidence, and listen to the law as I
charge it to you and give both the State of South Carolina and
the Defendant a fair and impartial trial?

THE JUROR: I would say, ne¢, probably.

THE COURT: Okay. He's excused for the purposes of
this trial only.

Yes, ma'am?

THE JUROR: Yeah, I heard it on the news when it
happened.

THE COURT: Okay. You know quite often what
transpired and what they report on the news quite often is neot
right. If called upon to serve on this jury you'll get to hear
straight from the horse's mecuth, all that you need to know
you'll hear in this courtroom. If called upon to serve on this
jury, could you set aside what you've heard or read up until
this point, listen to the evidence or the lack of evidence,
listen to the law as I charge it to you and give both the State
and the Defendant both a fair and impartial trial?

THE JUROR: 1I'll try my best to do that.

THE COURT: All right. You know, quite often in
polite conversation we qualify what we say, but this is a
situation where it has to be yes or no. Could you be fair and
impartial?

THE JUROR: I can't guarantee because, I mean, what

I've heard on the news, I can't say for sure.
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Okay. BShe's excused for the purposes of

Very good. Thank you.

And what was your juror number?

Ten.

Juror ten 1s excused.

How are you doing? Your name and number?
Juror number 264.

Tell me what you know about this case.

I was there the night it happened, and I

when it happened I actually arrived at the gym shortly after

and the evidence was still there and there was like this

piecing about

THE

it.

COURT:

21l right. Given that, I'm going to

excuse you for the purpose of this trial only. Thank you very

much.
THE
THE
THE
THE
THE
THE
THE

this case.
THE

they're right

JURCR:

CLERK:

COURT:

JURCR:

COURT:

JUROR:

COURT:

JUROCR:

Of course.

264 1is excused.

Yes, your name and number?
Marques Hatteon, 153.

1537

Yeah.

All right. Tell me what you know about

I'm a member of that gym there and

in Carolina Forest, the next exit up, and I
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partake in some back and forth communication with what would be
on social media just about what had happened in the incident.

THE COURT: Okay. Well, you know, quite often what
you read on Facebook is inaccurate, you know that?

THE JUROR: Uh-huh.

THE COURT: And if called upon to serve on this jury,
you would have to take a solemn oath to base your decision on
what transpires here in this courtroom. You listen tc the
evidence or the lack of evidence, listen to the law as I charge
it to you and give both the State and the Defendant a fair and
impartial trial. Could you do that?

THE JUROR: Yeah.

THE COURT: &ll right. The fact that you are a
member of Planet Fitness, would that cause ycu some concern and
would it affect your ability to be fair and impartial, the fact
that you're a member of this club?

THE JURCR: I don't think so.

THE CQURT: Okay. Well, cnce again, in polite
conversation we always qualify what we say, but these are
matters where we have to deal in absolutes, and my gquestion to
you is, could you be fair and impartial?

THE JUROR: No.

THE COURT: All right. Very good. He's excused for
purpcoses of this trial only. Thank you.

THE CLERK: Number 153 is excused.

27
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MR. GARDNER: Your Honor, Juror 372 said she looked
him up on Google. Do you mind asking if anybody else has
researched this case on Google?

THE COURT: I'm gonna talk to you about that. Let me
finish all of my Voir Dire, and then you can have any
additional requests.

MR, GARDNER: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: Very good. Mr. Gardner, I'm going to ask
if your client could stand and face the jury panel. Yes, sir.
Thank you wvery much.

Is anyone related to Mr. Seifullah by blood or
marriage? Do you have a close social business or personal
relationship with him? If so, please stand. No response. Mr.
Gardner, I'm going to ask you if you could to stand and
identify yourself and the members of your firm.

MR. GARDNER: I'm Johnny Gardner. I've practice law
here in Conway for over 30 years and I'm a solo practitioner.

THE COURT: Is anyone related by blood or marriage
and have a close social, business or personal relationship with
Mr. Gardner, or has he represented you in the past, or does he
have an ongoing case with you? 1If so, please stand. No
response. Ms. Waller, could you stand and identify yourself
and the members of your office?

MS. WALLER: I'm Leigh Andrew Waller. I'm the Senior

Assistant Solicitor here in the Horry County Solicitor's
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Office, and I represent the State. This is Mr. George Henry
Martin. He's also an Assistant Solicitor here and he also
represents the State.

THE COURT: Is anyone related by blood or marriage to
either of these lawyers, do you have a close social, business
or personal relationship? They may or may not have been
involved in the private practice of law, but have they ever
represented you in the past? If so, please stand. No
response. I'm going to ask you to pay very close attention as
I list the potential witnesses in this case, and the questioen
that's going to be posed to you: Are you related to any of
these witnesses, do you have a close socilal, business or
personal relationship with any of them? Pay very close
attention: Sean Wydra; Horry County Police Department? All of
these I'm going to list are under Horry County Police
Department: Isaiah Perkins; Scott Hayes; Garrett Hobgood;
Merrell Hawkins; Walter Koupash; Fred Rash; Jensen Brown:
Tresean McQueen; Deneane Pennington; Lauran Porzio Heard; Karl
Kangas; Rebecca Phillips; Billy Bellamy; John Sotile; Brianna
Scott; Robert Amon; Vincent Calabrese; Willian Rudderow; Joseph
Barrington; Jesse Ard; Adam Skellett; Emilie Jackson; Greg
Lent? Is anyone related by blood or marriage, close social,
business or personal relationship with any of these people who
are affiliated with the Horry County Police Department? If so,

please stand. No response: Allen K. Enzor, South Carolina
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Highway Patrol. All right. These are members from SLED:
Jamie Green; Catherine Leisy; Rachel Neoelle Johnson; Hailey E.
Gardner. Additional witnesses are the 911 supervisor. Do we
have that person's name?

MS. WALLER: Your Hconor, that witness will not be
called.

THE COURT: Okay.

MS. WALLER: All witnesses that are listed by name
are the ones that will be called.

THE COURT: Okay. Selda Letaj:; Perparim Letaij;
Timber Strickland; Izabells Lima; Caio Lima; Daryl Detrick:
Mark Rawlyk; Francisco Aguilar; Derek Cross; Dana Maldonado;
the custodian of records for Verizon and T-Mobile? Medical
Personnel: Dr. Angelina Phillips? Does that conclude the
withesses?

MS. WALLER: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: All right. Is anyocne related by blood or
marriage or have a close social, business or personal
relationship with any of these witnesses? If s¢, please stand.
no response. Has any member ¢f the jury panel formed or
expressed an opinion abkout any issue or matter involved in this
case? If so, please stand. No response. Is any member of the
jury panel aware of any blas or prejudice towards either the
State of South Carolina or the Defendant in this case? If so,

please stand. No response. Is any member of the jury panel,
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did you serve as a member of the Grand Jury that issued the
indictment in this case? If so, please stand. No respcnse.
Is any member of the jury panel a former law enfcrcement -
officer? 1If so, please stand. I'm going ask you if you could
come forward.

The following proceedings were held at the bench by
Court and counsel:

THE COURT: Yes, sir, your name and number?

THE JUROR: Salvatocre Popolato, 282.

THE COURT: And where did you work?

THE JURCR: New York State, I worked for New York
State Metropolitan Transpertation Authority, Public¢ Transit
System.

THE CQURT: Do you have the present power for arrest
now?

THE JURCR: No, I don't.

THE COURT: Okay. If called upon to serve on this
jury, could you set aside the fact that you are a former law

enforcement cfficer, listen to the evidence in this case, or

31

the lack of evidence, in the law as I charge it to you and give

both the State of South Carolina and the Defendant a feir and
impartial trial?

THE JUROR: I don't know. Twenty years in law
enforcement they should be able to set a cap (ph).

THE COURT: Ckay. So you den't feel as though you
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could be fair and impartial?

THE

THE

civil term of

THE

THE

THE

THE

JUROR:

COURT:

court.

JUROR:

COURT:

JURCR:

COURT':

Possibkly not.
Okay. We're going to transfer him to a

You're free to leave. Thank you.

I may leave?
Yes. Yes, sir?
Security on police in the military.

All right. 1If called upon to serve on

this jury, could you set aside the fact that you had fulfilled

a role as law enforcement at one point in your life and listen

to the evidence in this case, the lack of evidence, listen to

the law as I charge it to you, and give both the State and the

Defendant a fair and impartial trial?

THE

THE

JURGCR:

COURT:

Your number again?

THE

THE

THE

THE

THE

289.

THE

JURCR:

CCURT:

CLERK:

CCURT:

JUROR:

COURT:

Yes.

Ckay. You're qualified. Thank you.

289, John Wright.

John Wright, very good, John Wright.
He's 378. He's gonna stay.
Yes, sir, your name and number?

My name is Jordan Rabon and my number is

Okay.
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Police Department for about a year and a haif, didn't complete

21

I had a short stent in Myrtle Beach

the FTO Program, it wasn't for me.

THE COURT:

THE JUROR:

THE COURT:

THE JUROR:

What is the FTO Program?
Oh, field training.
Okay.

Just like their basics, it just wasn't a

fit, no bad marks, otherwise.

THE COURT:

Okay. 1If called upon to serve on this

jury, could you set aside the fact that you were involved in

33

law enforcement at one point in time and listen to the evidence

in this case, the witnesses who testify, and the law as I

charge it to you, and give both the State and the defense a

fair and impartial trial?

THE JUROR:

THE COURT:

Yes, Your Honor.

The fact that you were involved in law

enforcement, would vou give greater weight or lesser weight to

law enforcement testimony than any other witness, or would you

evaluate it the same?

THE JUROR:
evenly, Your Honor.

THE COURT:
Thank you.

THE JUROR:

THE CLERK:

I mean, I think I could evaluate it

Very good, you're qualified to serve.

Thank you, Your Honor.

289 stays.
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THE COURT: Do you have the present power of arrest
now?

THE JURCR: Not here in South Carolina. 1In
Pennsylvania I was a C-1 officer.

THE COURT: But you don't hold that?

THE JURCR: I just do investigations now here in
South Carolina.

THE COURT: Okay. If called upon tc serve on this
jury, could you set aside the fact that you work for probation
and parole, listen to the evidence that's been presented in
this case, or the lack of evidence, and give both the State and
the defense a fair and impartial trial?

THE JUROCR: Yes.

THE COURT: And you have no contact with these law
enforcement that were named to speak of?

THE JURCR: I don't know if I'wve called them for a
witness in the investigations, none of their names ring a bell.

THE COURT: Okay. So you feel as though you can be
fair and impartial?

THE JURCR: Yeah,

THE COURT: You're qualified to serve. Thank you.

THE JURCR: Thank you, Your Honor.

THE CLERK: What's your juror number?

THE JURCR: Forty-six.
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CLERK:

COURT:

23

Thank you.

He's gonna stay with us. Has any member

of the jury panel been a victim of a violent crime, if so

please with stand.

forward. Yes,
THE

THE

sir?

JUROR:

COURT :

No response. Yes, yes, 1f you could come

35

I'm a pharmacist so it was armed robbery.

He's not charged with armed robbery, it's

a different set of circumstances.

THE

THE

JUROR:

COURT:

Qkay.

And my guestion to you is, if called upon

to serve on this jury could you listen to the evidence that is

going to be presented in this case, or the lack of evidence,

listen to the

state and the

THE

THE

THE

THE

THE

THE

THE

THE

law as I charge it to you, and give both the

defense a fair and impartial trial?

JUROR:

COURT:

CLERK:

JUROR:

COURT:

JUROR:

COURT:

JUROR:

Absolutely.

You're qualified to serve. Thank you,
What's your juror number?
Seventy-three,

Yes, sir, your name and number?

My name is Donald Crews, juror number 83,

Okay. Tell me what your situation is.

I was carjacked, and so pistcl whipped,

and had my vehicle stolen.

THE

COURT:

211 right, given the facts cof this case,

I'm going to excuse you for the purposes of this trial only.
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THE JUROCR: OQOkay.

THE COURT: Thank you. Thank you for coming forward.

THE JURCR: Does that mean I'm good?

THE COURT: You can go back there. You're excused
for the purpose of this trial.

THE JUROR: But there may be another one?

THE COURT: There may be another one.

THE JUROR: Okay.

THE CQURT: Very good. Thank you.

THE CLERK: Eighty-three 1s excused. Yes, ma'am,
your name and number?

THE JUROR: Number 174. My name is Eileen Huff.

THE COURT: Okay. Ms. Huff?

THE JURCR: My grandfather was murdered, so I don't
know if I would be biased.

THE COURT: Okay. The most important question is, if
called upon to serve on this jury, could you set aside the fact
that your grandfather was murdered, and all cases are
different, and you'd be called upon to listen to the ewvidence
or the lack of evidence in this case and listen to the law and
give both the State and the defense a fair and impartial trial.
Could you do that?

THE JURCR: I honestly don't know. I guess it would
depend on the circumstances.

THE CQURT: &ll right. 1In view of that, I'm going to
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25

excuse you for the purposes of this trial only. Thank you.

There are a number of different organizatiocns that
are primarily for the promotion of law enforcement. There are
a number of such organizations: Mothers Against Drunk Driving,
Students Against Drunk Driving; CAVE, Citizens Against Viclent
Crime; virtually every Sheriff's Department throughout the
State has organizations, and my question to you is, are you a
member of any of these associations or do you contribute money
to any of them? If sc, please stand. No response.

Does any member of the jury panel know cof any reason,
whatsoever, why you should not serxrve as a juror in this case,
with particular emphasis being placed on your ability to be
fair and impartial to both the State and the Defendant. If sco,
please stand. Yes? If you could come forward. Yes, ma'am,
your name and number?

THE JURCR: I'm sorry?

THE COURT: Your name and number?

THE JURCR: Maxry Catherine Price, 284.

THE COURT: 284. Yes?

THE JUROR: While I do feel like I could listen to
the information impartially and I have sympathy for the victim
of this crime, I feel like if it came down to rendering a
guilty judgment, considering the nature of these charges, I
feel like the punishment would be very harsh, I'm not sure I

could be part of doing that to another person.
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THE COURT: Ckay. We're going to transfer you to
civil term of court.

THE JURCR: I'm able to do that.

THE COURT: Very gcod thank you.

THE JURCR: Uh-huh, thank you.

THE CCURT: Yes?

THE JURCR: 1I've been thinking about this since the
question you asked earlier. I hate to admit it, but if he's
Muslim I think I'm probabkly gonna have a bias.

THE COURT: Okay. All right. Well, I'm not sure
whether he's Muslim.

THE JUROR: I'm not either, I just heard his name and
it made me think that so --

THE CQOURT: Well, in view of that, we're going to
excuse ycu for the purposes ¢of this trial only, so stay with
us. Very good. Thank you. Your juror number again?

THE JUROR: Seventeen.

THE COURT: Yes?

THE JURCR: Of this would come out later on in the
trial, and I don't know if she has anything to do with it, bhut
I am friends with one of the DA's that works here.

THE COURT: What is her name?

THE CLERK: Mary-Ellen Walter.

THE COURT: She is not involved in this case in any

way, and if called upon to serve on this jury, could you set
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27

somebody who works in this

office —-

THE JUROR: Yeah.

THE COURT: -- and give both the State and the
Defense a fair and impartial trial?

THE JUROR: Yeah.

THE COURT: You're qualified.

THE JUROR: I just -- I didn't want it to come out
later.

THE COURT: Okay. You're qualified to serve. Thank
you. Your name and number again?

THE JUROR: Fifty-two.

THE COURT: She'll stay with us.

THE CLERK: That can't be right. That's not 52, 52

is excused.

THE COURT: Yes, ma'am, your number again?

THE JUROR: Fifty-two. Oh, 51, I'm sorry, 51.

THE JUROR: Good morning, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Your name and number?

THE JUROR: David Scerbo, 313,

THE COURT: 313, yes?

THE JUROR: I just wanted to disclose that I go to

that Planet Fitness and so does my wife.

I just wanted to let

you know before I was possibly picked as a juror for it.

THE COURT:

I'm glad you did that, but really the





40

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

18

20

21

22

23

24

25

28

ultimate question is: 1If called upon to serve on this jury,
could you listen to the evidence cor the lack of evidence in
this case, listen to the law as I charge it to you and give
both the State and the defense a fair and impartial trial?

THE JUROR: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: The fact that you are a member of this
club, does that affect your ability to be fair and impartial?

THE JUROR: ©No, but I just wanted to disclose that.

THE COURT: You're qualified to serve. Thank you.

THE CLERK: What's your name, sir?

THE JUROR: David Scerbo.

THE COURT: Yes, ma'am, your name and humber?

THE JUROR: Yvonne, juror 70.

THE COURT: 70. Yes, glad to hear from you.

THE JUROR: I mean, I was victimized when I was --
before I moved here, and he got off with attempted murder
because I couldn't show up tce court, and T just don't want to

have anything that would bring flashbacks back.

THE COURT: Okay. Well, in view of that, we're gocnna

transfer you tc a civil term of court. Does that sound fair?
THE JUROR: Okay.
THE COURT: She's transferred to a civil term of
court. Very gcod. Thank you.

THE CLERK: Juror 70 transferred to civil.

THE COURT: You're free to leave and you will receive
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notice as to another term of court which will be civil in
nature and doesn't have anything to do with criminal stuff.

THE JURQR: So a different subpoena?

THE COURT: They will send you a different notice.
Just keep your eye on the mail and respond to the summons.

THE JUROR: OQOkay.

THE COQURT: Very good. Thank you.

THE JUROR: All right, thanks.

Any additional questions from the State?

MS. WALLER: No, sir, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Any from defense?

MR. GARDNER: My concern about the people doing their
own research.

THE COURT: Well, I'm going to give them instructions
not to do that, but I've asked them about 42,000 different ways
whether they can be fair and impartial, and we've received a
great response to that. I think that we're in good shape with
that.

MR, GARDNER: Very good.

MS. WALLER: Thank you.

THE COURT: Madam Clerk, if we could have a jury, and
the strikes are five and ten, five and ten, one and two con each

alternate, one and two on each alternate.

{Jury Selection)





42

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

240

21

22

23

24

25

THE CLERK:

30

When I call your name and juror number,

bring all of your belongings with you to the front of the

courtroom,

turn arcund and face the back wall. Juror Number

210, Justin Kraft.

number 76,

MS.

THE CLERK:

THE CLERK:

What say the State?

WALLER: Please present this jurcr.

Defense?

MR. GARDNER: Swear the juror, Your Honor.

Please be seated in the jury box. Juror

Kathryn Costa. What say the State?

MS. WALLER: Please present this juror.

THE CLERK:

Defense?

MR. GARDNER: Swear this juror, Your Honor.

THE CLERK:

Number 262, Brendan

number 26,

MS.

THE CLERK:

Please be seated in to jury box. Juror

Murphy. What say the State?

MS. WALLER: Please present this juror.

Defense?

MR. GARDNER: Swear the juror, Your Honor.

THE CLERK:

Please be seated in the Jjury box. Juror

Mary Belter. What say the State?

THE CLERK:

WALLER: Please present this juror.

Defense.

MR. GARDNER: Swear the juror, Your Honor.

THE CLERK:

Please be seated in the jury box.

Juror number 40, Alexa Brady. What say the State?

MS. WALLER: Please present this juror.





10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Juror 1389,

Juror 171,

31 43

THE CLERK: Defense?

MR. GARDNER: Swear the juror, Your Hecnor.

THE CLERK: Please be seated in the jury box.
Jeffrey Goff. What say the state?

MS. WALLER: Please present this juror.

THE CLERK: Defense?

MR. GARDNER: Please excuse this juror, Your Honor.
THE CLERK: You're excused from this particular case.
Jennifer Howell. What say the State?

MS. WALLER: Please present this juror.

THE CLERK: Defense?

MR. GARDNER: Swear the juror, Your Honoer.

THE CLERK: Please be seated in the jury box. Juror

66, Keri Clark. What say the State?

MS. WALLER: Court's indulgence for a moment, please.

Please excuse this juror.

THE CLERK: You're excused from this particular case.

Juror number 219, Jill Levine. What say the State?

the juror,

MS. WALLER: Please present this juror.

THE CLERK: Defense?

MR. GARDNER: Court's indulgence, Your Honor. Swear
Your Honor.

THE CLERK: Please be seated in the jury box. Juror

number 191, Johnny Johnson. What say the State?

MS. WALLER: Please present this juror,.
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THE CLERK: Defense?

MR. GARDNER: Swear the Jjuror, Your Honor.

THE CLERK: Please be seated in the jury with box.
Juror number 355, Erin Turbeville. What say the State?

MS. WALLER: Please present this juror.

THE CLERK: Defense?

MR. GARDNER: Swear the juror.

THE CLERK: Please be seated in the jury box.
Juror number 203, Kerry Kidd. What say the State?

MS. WALLER: Court's indulgence for a moment. Please
present this juror.

THE CLERK: Defense?

MR. GARDNER: Swear the juror, Your Honor.

THE CLERK: Please be seated in the jury box. Juror
Number 365, Alexandra Weldon. What say the State?

MS. WALLER: Court's indulgence for a moment. Please
present this juror. |

THE CLERK: Defense?

MR. GARDNER: Your Honor, please excuse this juror
from this case.

THE CLERK: You're excused from this particular case.
Juror number 46, Gus Brown. What say the State?

MS. WALLER: Please present this juror.

THE CLERK: Defense?

MR. GARDNER: Court's indulgence, Your Honor. Your
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Honor, please excuse this juror.

THE CLERK: You're excused from this particular case.
Juror number 168, Mhairi Holmes. What say the State?

MS. WALLER: Please present this juror.

THE CLERK: Defense?

MR. GARDNER: Your Honor, please excuse this juror
from this case.

THE CLERK: You're excused from this particular case.
Juror number 180, Tori Hyatt. What say the State? Please
present this juror.

THE CLERK: Defense?

MR. GARDNER: Your Honor, please excuse the juror
from this case.

THE CLERK: You're excused from this particular case.
Juror number 263, Derri Myers. What say the State?

MS. WALLER: Court's indulgence one moment, please.
Please present this juror.

THE CLERK: Defense?

MR. GARDNER: Swear the juror, Your Honor.

THE CLERK: Please be seated in the jury box. Juror
number 289, Jordan Rabkon. What say the State?

MS. WALLER: Please present this juror.

THE CLERK: Defense?

MR. GARDNER: Court's indulgence, Your Honor.

MR. GARDNER: Please excuse this juror, Your Honor.
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34

You're excused from this particular case.

Juror number 103, Miriam Dweck. What say the State?

MS.

WALLER:

excuse this juror.

State?

THE

THE

MS.

CLERK:

CLERK:

WALLER:

present this juror.

State?

Juror number 23,

THE

MR.

THE

THE

MS.

THE

MR.

THE

MS.

THE

MR.

THE

CLERK:

GARDNER:

CLERK:

CLERK:

WALLER:

CLERK:

GARDNER:

CLERK:

WALLER:

CLERK:

GARDNER:

CLERK:

Court's indulgence for a moment. Please

You're excused from this particular case.

Juror 267, Michelle Niles., What say the

Court's indulgence for a moment. Please

Defense?
Please excuse this juror, Your Honor.
You're excused from this particular case.

Juror 112, Cheryl Emory. What say the

Please present this juror.
Defense?
Please excuse this juror, Your Honor.

You're excused from this particular case.

Dylan Belanger. What say the State?

Please present this juror.
Defense?

Swear the juror, Your Honor.

Please be seated in the jury box,
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Juror 106, Jacob Edwards. What say the State?

MS. WALLER: Please present this juror.

THE CLERK: Defense?

MR. GARDNER: What number, Your Honor?

THE CLERK: 106.

MR. GARDNER: Please excuse this juror, Your Honor.

THE CLERK: You're excused from this particular case.

Juror number 6, Aragon. What say the State?

excused,

MS. WALLER: Please present this juror.

THE CLERK: Defense?

MR. GARDNER: Are we in alternates now?

THE CLERK: We are.

MR. GARDNER: We would ask that this juror be
Your Honor.

THE CLERK: You're excused from this particular case.

Juror number 28, Harry Betz. What say the State?

MS. WALLER: Please present this juror.
MR. GARDNER: Swear the juror, Your Honor.

THE CLERK: Please be seated in the jury box. Juror

number 283, Terri Poston. What say the State?

MS. WALLER: Please present this juror.

THE CLERK: Defense?

MR. GARDNER: Swear the juror, Your Honor.
THE CLERK: Please be seated in the jury box.

THE COURT: Any cobjections with regard to the jury
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selection process from the State?

MS. WALLER: No, sir, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Any from the defense?

MR, GARDNER: No¢, Your Honor.

THE CQOURT: All right. Those of you who remain in
the jury pool, you're released, and we're going ask that you
call the Clerk's Office some time after 6:00 this afternoon.
Let's not everybody call right at 6:00 or the phone will be
busy, call some time before you lay your head down on the
pillow tonight. <Call the Clerk's Office and follow the
instructions, and yvou're free to leave. Thank you.

(Jury panel excused)

THE COURT: Mr. Kraft, I'm going ask if you could
serve as the Foreman of this jury. I'm going ask you to change
chairs with this lady right here, and I'm going to ask that you
remain in that chair for the balance of the trial. The
alternates, I believe over here, I'm going ask that you stay in
those two chairs., The rest is general admission, so just sit
as you come to your chair. Mr. Foreman, you like everyone else
when it comes time to deliberate are going to have one vote,
but you're going to be charged with the responsibility of
presiding over the deliberation process. That essentially
means that you are to ensure that everybody's voice is heard.
Threughout the trial of this case there might be guestions or

concerns that come up amongst you. I'm going to ask you to
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communicate that question or concern to the Foreman. He will
reduce it into writing and give it to the bailiff. If it's
something I can help you with, I'd be happy to do that. Any
questions or any concerns? I'm going to ask that each of yeou
stand and raise your right hand as the Clerk administers the
oath.

(Jury Sworn)

THE COURT: We have legal matters to tend teo, and
this case 1s going to start in earnest at 2:00 tomorrow
afterncon. Be here at 2:00, 2:00 sharp, because everybody be
mindful of other people's time. We can't start until
everybody's here, so let's make sure -- we've got terrible
traffic around here, I'm from Lake City which is kind of a
farming community, it's mostly dirt roads and two-lane roads,
but here, there's 544 and 707, it can be very congested, so
let's be here and be here on time and be conscious of that. I
do want to tell you that I'm going to order that you nct

discuss the case amongst yourselves or with anyone else. It

49

may be that they know something about these allegations, it may

be that they have an opinion about this type of litigation.
You need to base your decision on what transpires here in this
courtroom. This is a proceeding that's governed by the Rules

of Evidence, the Rules of Criminal Procedure, and we need to

abide by that. Do not put anything on social media about your

participation on this jury. At the conclusion of the case
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after rendering a verdict I will release you from that, but
until then it's inappropriate to put anything on social media.
Does everybody uﬁderstand that?

THE JURY: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: All right. And I'm also ordering that
you do not do any independent investigation. There's not
anything that you can't look up on the Google nowadays. You
can look up people, you can look up personalities, you can look
up events, do not do that, because this is an important case,
an important case to the State of South Carolina, an important
case to the Defendant. You need to base your decision on what
transpires here in this courtroom. Does everybody understand
that? I do not anticipate that there will be any media
coverage of this case, there might be, but if sc, I'm going to
ask that you divert your attention from any reporting of that,
because be mindful, you need to base your decision on what
transpires here in the courtroom, and guite often, news people
get it wrong. I've been doing this for 40 years now, and they
almost always virtually always get it wrong, but you're going
to get to hear straight from the horse's mouth everything that
transpired and all of the allegations, and you need to pay
attention to what transpires here in this courtroom. Do not
allow anybody to discuss this case with you, that would be
inappropriate, it's unlawful. 1If someone were to do that, I'm

going to ask you to identify them as best you can, report them
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to me, and I'1ll deal with them accordingly. I don't anticipate

that would happen, but do not allow anybody to discuss this
case with you. Do not discuss it amongst yourselves. There
will be times throughout the trial of this case where we have
to put ycocu in the jury room while we're taking care of legal
matters, and Mr. Foreman, I'm going to ask that you enforce
this rule. There will be no discussicon about the case,
whatscever. You can talk about football, you can talk about

Coastal Carolina Baseball, fishing, the beach, anything you

want to talk about, but you can't talk about this case. Do you

all understand that? You can't talk about the witnesses, you
can't talk about the lawyers. You cannot discuss the case.
Mr. Foreman, do you understand that?

THE FOREMAN: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: And you're going to be enforcing that
rule, and I'11 ask that you all be back at 2:00, 2:00 sharp.
Thank you very much. 2:00 sharp tomorrow.

{Jury exited the courtroom at this time)

THE CQURT: Anything from the State?

MS. WALLER: ©No, sir, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Anything from defense?

MR. GARDNER: No, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Let's be here at 1:30. Madam Court

Reporter, could you be here at 1:307 We have one legal matter.

Be here at 1:30. Madam Court Reporter, we have two matters
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after lunch today, but as far as tomorrow goes, you need to be
here at 1:30. Anything else from anybody?

MR. GARDNER: No, sir.

MS. WALLER: No, sir.

THE CQURT: We'll stand at ease with regard te¢ this
matter until 1:30 tomorrow.

{Recess taken.)

{Whereupeon proceedings reconvened Tuesday, June 3, 2025)
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THE COURT: We'll recognize the State, if you could
put the caption of the case on the record.

MS. - WALLER: Your Honor, this is the State of South
Carclina versus Abdullah Seifullah.

THE COURT: This is defense's motion, you recognicze.

MR. GARDNER: Thank you, Your Honor. Judge, we, with
respect, would challenge the search of the quarters of Dana
Maldonado. It was a search that occurred shortly after the
incident gave way, and I'm not real clear from the discovery
whether or not the law enforcement entered into the home prior
to the search warrant. I think that they did, and I know that
they got a search warrant, so we would challenge anything that
occurred prior to getting the search warrant, and then we would
challenge the search warrant itself.

THE COURT: And State, you recognize?

MS. WALLER: Your Honor, the State believes that the
search warrant is valid on its face. 1I'm going to mark this as
State's Exhibit 86. Your Honor, if you'll look at what's been
marked as State's Exhibit 86, I believe this is the search
warrant that the defendant is referring to. The recitation of
probable cause is on page three. I can read it or Your Honor
can read it to yourself, but at the time that this search
warrant was obtained, Officer Hobgood, who is available here
and present and will testify if you decide we need to take

testimony as to any oral supplementation of this search
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warrant, we can do that, but I believe that the search warrant
as it stands states on its face, probable cause to search the
apartment located at 4906 Bfightwater Court in Myrtle Beach.
What occurred in this case is that a shooting occurred in the
Planet Fitness parking lot in Carolina Forest. Multiple
witnesses witnessed the shooting, multiple witnesses witnessed
a silver Dodge Charger speeding away from the scene of that
shooting at the time it occurred. It happens pretty quickly.
It's also seen on surveillance footage that we're going to
play. A witness followed the car, got the license plate
number, gave it to law enforcement, who ran down the license
plate number and found out it was registered to Dana Maldonado,
wheo lived at this apartment located on Brightwater Court. When
officers arrived there, they found the Dodge Charger parked in
front of the residence, officers spoke to the owner of the
residence and the owner of the car, Dana Maldonado. They found
out from her that she had a nine-millimeter handgun she had
seen about three days before, and police were aware at that
time, and it stated in the probable cause in the face of the
search warrant that a nine-millimeter bullet casing was
recovered from the incident location the shooting at the Planet
Fitness parking lot, and the victim was, indeed, killed by a
nine-millimeter handgun. Based on that, police obtained a
search warrant that was signed by the magistrate at 2:59 a.m.

on June 20, 2023. The shooting occurred around 11:C00 on the
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evening of the 1%th. So at the time officers, the officer had
gotten the search warrant, he had responded to both the primary
scene at Planet Fitness, and he had been to Brightwater Court,
so it's the State’s belief that you don't even need testimony
to determine that this is a valid search warrant to search that
apartment. I believe that's the first issue. I believe, did
you argue about consent, as well?

MR. GARDNER: We had mentioned.

MS. WALLER: Okay. So I also have present Detective
Shawn Wydra, who's the lead detective. If you have any
questions about the timeline of when the search occurred, the
testimony will be that the search occurred after the search
warrant was signed, body Cam footage that has been provided to
the defense, and crime scene photographs document that nothing
was removed from the crime scene that's relevant to this case.
None of the evidence that the State intends to introduce in the
trial of this case was removed or disturbed prior to the
obtaining of this search warrant.

THE COURT: All right, you may call your first
witness.

MS. WALLER: 211 right. The State calls Detective
Garrett Hobgoced.

THE COURT: Yes, sir, if you could please come
forward. I'm going to ask, if you could, place your left hand

on the Bible, raise your right hand as the Clerk administers
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the oath.

THE CLERK: Dc you solemnly swear or affirm the
evidence you're about tc give the Court in this case will be
the truth, the whele truth, and nothing but the truth, so help
you God.

THE WITNESS: I do.

THE COURT: I'm going to ask, if you could, please
have a seat in the witness chair, pull up real close to that
microphone, speak loudly, clearly and slowly in order that we
can hear everything that you have to say. Let's start with
your full name, please, sir.

THE WITNESS: Yes, sir. 1It's Garrett Hobgocd.

THE COURT: Spell that last name.

THE WITNESS: H-o-b-g-o-o-d.

VOIR DIRE

BY MS. WALLER:

Q. Detective Hobgood, where do you currently work?

A. With the Horry County Police Department.

Q. How long have you worked at Horry County Police
Department?

A. About 12 years.

Q. What's your current job assignment right now?

A, I'm a sergeant on the patrol division, I werk in the
north precinct.

0. What about, how long have you been in that position?
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A, About a year now.

Q. What did you do before that?

A, I was a detective assigned to the Homicide/Armed Robbery
Unit with the Horry County Police Department.

Q. Were you a homicide detective back on June 19, 2023 and
June 20th at that time frame?

A, Yes, ma'am.

Q. What were some of your duties anq responsibilities as a
homicide detective?

A. We were assigned as the lead detective to multiple cases

at a time for violent crimes. We would also assist other
detectives with their cases, such as this case. We would
respond out and assist them with anything they might need help
with in the investigation.

Q. Did you write search warrants and obtain search warrants
as a part of your duties?

A. Yes, ma'am.

Q. And you said you were having, I believe, did you say 11
or 12 years of experience at this point?

A. Currently, I've been employed for 12 years here. At
that time it was about 10 years.

Q. Okay. Had you written and obtained many search warrants
in your career up to that point?

A. Yes, ma'am.

Q. Were you the lead detective on this case?





58

1C
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

46

A. No, ma'am.

Q. On something such as this murder case, are you often
called to assist other detectives? |

A. Yes.

Q. Turning your attention kack to June 19, 2023, did you
respond to a shooting that occurred at the Planet Fitness
Hollywood on that date?

A. Yes, ma'am.

Q. And can you tell me what information you received about
the nature of that crime once you arrived?

A, Sure. Upon arriving on scene, for me, there were
several detectives who were already there at the time, so they
had some preliminary information. I was requested once I
arrived there to go to the car wash, which is located nearby at
the Detrick's Car Wash. They had some surveillance footage
that I assisted in obtaining. Another detective came and then
relieved me at a later point, but we were advised at that time
that there was a silver in color vehicle, possibly a Dodge
Charger, that had been involved in the incident and had fled
the area at a high rate o¢f speed. There was some surveillance
footage, like I said, at Detrick's that corroborated that
information. I was also advised that there was a witness that
had followed the vehicle to some degree and had obtained a
license plate on that Dodge Charger, and that informaticn was

provided to me. I was requested to go obtain the search
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warrant for the residence on Brightwater Court, which that
vehicle came back to upon running the license plate. Other
detectives actually responded to that location, and then I
responded after I obtained the search warrant.

Q. Okay. So when you responded to the scene, did you learn
that witnesses had seen the shooting occur?

A. Yes, ma'am.

Q. And did those same witnesses see a silver Dodge Charger
speed away?

A. Yes,

Q. And you said you watched the videotape you obtained,

where did you obtain that videotape?

A. The video footage was obtained from the Detrick's Car
Wash.
Q. So on the Detrick's wvideo, could you observe that silver

Dodge Charger speeding away from the scene of the murder?

A. Yes, ma'am.

Q. Did you learn at that scene if any physical evidence, if
any shell casings or projectiles had been discovered in that
scene?

A. It's my understanding that nine-millimeter bullet
casings were covered at the scene.

Q. Okay. And based on your information that you got at the
scene and what you learned from other officers involved, did

you obtain the search warrant?
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A, Yes, ma'am.
MS. WALLER: May I approach?
THE COURT: Yes.
BY MS. WALLER:
Q. I'm going to show you what's been marked as State's

Exhibit Number 86. 1Is that a copy of the search warrant you

obtained?

A. Yes, ma'am, it does appear to be.

Q. And could you read the probabkle cause recitation,
please?

A. Yes, ma'aﬁ: On June 19, 2023, the Horry County Police

Department responded to a shocting incident at 1049 Glen Forest
Road in the Myrtle Beach section of Horry County. Upon
officers arrival on scene, it was discovered that the victim,
David Roldan-Dimas was deceased at that location, what appeared
to be a single gunshot wound. Through sﬁbsequent
investigation, it was found that a silver/gray in color Dodge
Charger had left the scene at & high rate of speed just after
the incident occurred with an unknown individual also fleeing
the scene on foot. &An individual near the scene then followed
this vehicle from the incident location and provided a license
plate of South Carolina 9765 LE, which eventually parked in
front of a condo/apartment building, located at 4906
Brightwater Court, Unit 101, Myrtle Beach, SC 29579. Upon

checking South Carclina DMV, the above license plate was found
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to be registered to a 2012 Dodge Charger to a Dana Michelle
Maldonade with a listed address that matched that of where the
vehicle was parked. A nine-millimeter bullet casing was
recovered from the incident location and in an interview with
Maldonado she stated that she possesses a nine-millimeter
handgun that she had last seen three days prior to June 20,
2023. It is my belief that the search and processing of this
residence, as well as the seizure of the Dodge Charger will
assist in the investigation of David Roldan Dimas' death.

Q. Can you tell me what date and time that search warrant
was signed, please?

A, Yes, ma'am. It was signed on June 20, 2023 at 2:59% a.m.

Q. And when you obtained that warrant, did you actually go
in person and speak to the magistrate judge?

A. I did.

Q. And as a police cfficer, you said that you've got many,

many sSearch warrants over the course of your more than 10-year

career?
A. Yes, ma'am.
Q. Is it common practice for you to just hand the

magistrate your search warrant and have them sign it, or do you
tell them about the case whenever you speak to them?

A. Yes, ma'am. Obvicusly, we hand them the search warrant
to sign, but we often verbally speak to them, as well, about

details of the case. They don't just look at the paperwork,
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they would present them and sign it.
Q. And when officers responded to this Brightwater Court
location that night, was the Dodge Charger seen speeding away

from the murder parked in front of the apartment?

A. Yes, ma'am,
Q. And did you participate in the search of the apartment?
A. I was present when it was being searched. I don't

recall if I actually went inside. I may have gone inside the
residence when crime scene was processing it, but I didn't
remove anything from the residence or actually seize anything
myself,

Q. Okay. And did you respond to the residence prior to
obtaining the search warrant?

A, I don't believe so. I believe that, like I said, I
responded to the initial scene and then the Detrick's Car Wash,
and I think other detectives responded to the location on
Brightwater Court, along with some patrol units, and then I was
contacted and requested to obtain the search warrant based on

the information they had gained once they got there.

Q. Does Horry County Police Department have a crime scene
unit?

A. Yes, ma'am.

Q. Is it standard practice to call out the crime scene unit

to search residences pursuant to search warrants?

A. Yes.
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Q. Do you know if that happened in this case?
A. It did.
MS. WALLER: No further questions, Your Honor.
THE COURT: Cross-Examination.
MR. GARDNER: Thank you, Your Honor.
CROSS-EXAMINATION
BY MR. GARDNER:
Q. Sergeant Hobgood, did you have the conversation with
Dana Maldonado?
A. I did have a conversation with her along with Detective

Wydra, yes, sir.

Q. And that's where she said that she had a
nine-millimeter, that she didn't know where it was for about
three days?

A. I believe that information was actually provided to
detectives prior to me speaking to her, because 1 did neot speak
to her until after 1 obtained the search warrant.

Q. When you spoke tc the magistrate judge, did you tell him
that information?

AL The information about the --

Q. About the nine millimeter that Dana Maldonado, the
condo, or the apartment person, had a three -- or nine
millimeter she hadn't seen in three days?

A. I'd imagine I probebly spoke to him about that. It's

also my probable cause statement.
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Q. Yes, sir. I know, but right now I want to ask you about
your conversation with the judge.
A, Ckay.
Q. Because isn't it true that your conversation with the
judge, not all of that's recorded in writing?
A. We do not record it via Body Camera, or anything of that

nature, as far as that goes, no, sir.

Q. And that's why I'm getting at it. There's nothing wrong
with that, I just want to find out what it was, okay?

A, Sure.

Q. So if I understand it right, we do an affidavit, we go
to the match, we say we're going to supplement the affidavit
with a little bit of additional information I got from my
buddies on the crime scene or on the condo scene, or whatever
the scene 1t is, right, okay? S¢ then you say, by the way,
Judge, the lady that answered the door, she says she's missing
a nine millimeter, or she has a nine millimeter and she hasn't

seen it in three days, roughly words to that effect; is that

right?
A. That weould be accurate I would say.
Q. And wheoever had that conversation with Dana Maldonado at

the time knew that there were two boys staying with her in an
extra room, isn't that right?
A. That, I do not know. I don't know if we obtained that

information after the fact or if that was information we had at
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the time. If it was information we had at the time, it's not
in my probable cause statement, so I don't know i1f it was
mentioned tec the judge whenever I spcke to him about it. I may
not have known at that time.

Q. Well, let me review this packet that was handed in,
because I thought it referenced the two suspects in there. To
your knowledge, does it reference the two suspects?

MS. WALLER: Here's these.

Q. I read it earlier this morning, and I thought, there's
so much information here, but I thought, on the evidence record
it refers to the two suspects, Abdullah Seifullah and Brandon
Huertas.

A. Yes, sir, and the evidence record attached to the return
search warrant?

Q. Yeah. So somebody from Horry County Poclice Department
knew that there were two suspects prior to getting the search
warrant; isn't that fair to say?

A, We may have known that there were two suspects, I deon't
know that they had been identified yet when I obtained the
search warrant.

Q. Well, let's explore that. Somebedy spoke to the
homeowner, or the tenant, whatever she was, Dana Maldconado:
Isn't this your car, and so on and so forth, was it your car
here, or how long has your car been here, trying to explore who

was driving the car; isn't that right?
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A, I'm sure that probably occurred at some point.

Q. Yeah. I mean, because we want to know, this car
allegedly was involved in a murder, we want to know who was
driving that car, right?

A. Sure.

Q. Okay. So you asked the lady, were you driving the car,
and she says, no?

A, I did not ask the lady, somebody may have asked.

Q. Somebody from Horry County Police Department, all right,
and you're the witness today from Horry County Police
Department. So somebody asked the lady if she was driving the
car, presumably she said, no.

MS. WALLER: Objection. He's already testified this
is outside the scope of his knowledge.

MR. GARDNER: We're trying to figure out what was
supplemented to the magistrate to get this search warrant, and
I believe it was very clear that somebody knew that there were
two suspects living at this house from the time they got the
search warrant, Your Honor.

MS. WALLER: That was not this witness's testimony,
is my understanding.

MR. GARDNER: That's why I get to cross-—-examine.

THE COURT: Go ahead and ask him the gquestion.

MR. GARDNER: Yes, sir.

Q. So we have two suspects living in this house, right?
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A. I don't know if they resided there, sir.

Q. All right, staying there. BAnd we have the, I don't know
if she was the owner or the tenant, whatever she was, Ms.
Maldonado, she doesn't know where the gun is, so isn't it clear
to everybody in this room that the search warrant was to try to
find that gun, right?

A. I think the search warrant was to try to, you know,
assist in solving this case. It was, obviously, you know,
probable cause was established based on the information that we
had.

Q. And that's a great answer, but the bottom line is you're
trying to find that gun, correct?

A. I would say that would be one of the goals of the
investigation, would be to try to find a weapon that was used.

Q. Well, I don't want to beat a dead horse, but if somebody
tells you they found a nine-millimeter shell at the crime scene
and the lady that answers the door says, I have a nine
millimeter, then you want to take a look at that nine
millimeter, right?

A. Like I said, one of the goals of the investigation would
be to attempt to find the weapon that was used in the crime.

Q. All right. So when she says, I don't know where it is,
I haven't seen it in three days, if it's in that house the
chances are that it's probably in a rcom that she doesn't have

access to, right?
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A. I don't know that we had any knowledge that somebody was
in a room that she may not have access to in her residence.
Q. Or she just can't find things when she looks for them.

A, I have no way of saying, sir.

Q. Okay. All right. And the application was based in part
on the conversation with Mrs. Maldonado; isn't that correct?

A, I would say a small portion of it was related to that,
but the other information that we had, as far as the vehicle
leaving the scene, matching the description, the license plate
information that responded back to that address, and then
finding the wvehicle there at that address when we arrived,
contributed a large portion, as well.

MR. GARDNER: Court's indulgence. I want to find
this in here.

Q. Yeah, in your affidavit, it says that you reference an
interview with Maldonado. She stated she possesses a
nine-millimeter handgun that she had last seen three days prior
to June 20th.

A, Yes, sir.

Q. Okay.

MR. GARDNER: That's all I have for this witness,
Your Honor.
THE COURT: .Any Redirect?

MS. WALLER: Briefly, Your Honor.





10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

57 69

REDIRECT EXAMINATION
BY MS. WALLER:
Q. I'm going to show you this search warrant.
MS. WALLER: I'm going to approach the witness with

it, State's Exhibit 8§6.

Q. Mr. Gardner referred to the return of the search
warrant?

A, Yes, ma'am.

Q. Was that return done at the same time that the initial

search warrant was signed by the magistrate?

A. No, ma'am, the return is done after the fact once all
the evidence is collected in reference to that search warrant
50 1t can be returned to the magistrate that signed it, so
those are completed after the initial search warrant.

Q. So just because that return is attached to that search
warrant doesn't mean you have that knowledge at the night you
got the search warrant signed?

A. That's correct.

Q. I believe, and correct me if I'm wrong, the search
warrant also references the Dodge Charger, that was a seaxrch
warrant for the house and the Charger?

A. Yes, ma'am.

Q. Did you, in fact, take the Dodge Charger that night?

A, We did. That Dodge Charger was included in that search

warrant, like you said, and I actually followed that wvehicle
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back to our central precinct when it was towed there.

Q. And that's the same Dodge Charger seen speeding away
from the murder?

a. Yes, ma'am.

Q. What evidence in addition to a gun would you be looking
for with that search warrant?

A, Honestly, anything that can assist us in the
investigation of the death of this victim, anything that we
were located, and that information is also laid about in the
description of property sought in my search warrant, so that
would be any and all evidence of firearms, including, you know,
handguns, long guns, ammunition, casing, anything of that
evidence, or anything like that, any DNA evidence that might be
of use to us, any electronic equipment that might be of use to
us that we could then search that might have beleonged to the
suspects, the identity of any individuals that occupy that
residence or stay there or frequent that residence, any
property or clothing, paperwork, wallet, keys, identification,
anything of that nature.

Q. And accerding to that return in your knowledge of the
case, did you actually find those items in that residence that
were relevant to this case?

A. Yes, ma'am.

Q. There's been mention of this conversation with Dana

Maldonado, did you cenduct one interview or more then one
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interview with her?
A. To my knowledge, I only spoke to her once, and like I
said, that was after the search warrant was already obtained

and it was actually being executed at that time. I believe it

71

was myself and Detective Wydra who were speaking to her outside

of the residence, and again, this was after the fact, so I did
not speak to her the first time, it was just after that
information.

Q. Do you know if another detective spoke to her prior to
getting the search warrant?

A. Yes, ma'am.

Q. Who was that?

A, I believe it was Detective Wydra.

MS. WALLER: WNo further questions, Your Honor.

MR. GARDNER: Just 1f I can make clear, I'll be very
brief, Your Hocnor.

THE COURT: The way this operates, and it's going to
operate this way throughout the trial, we have direct, cross
and redirect. There's no such thing as recross. It's
incumbent upon you to cobject tco anything she brings out, and
that's going to apply for everybody.

MR. GARDNER: Fair enough.

THE COURT: All right. Very goocd. You may step
down. Anything further from the State?

MS. WALLER: Your Honor, I have another witness
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available if we need to explore the timing of the search
warrant, but as I said, I believe that the face of the search
warrant speaks for itself. If these defendants had any privacy
right in the room in that residence that he may have been
staying in, even though it was for one night, then a search
warrant, that just requires that we get a search warrant, it
doesn't mean that a search warrant's invalid, so our argument
is the search warrant is a valid search warrant for that
apartment, it includes the entire apartment, despite any
privacy right the defendant may have in that apartment, and
looking at the four corners, I think it's sufficient, but
especially if you lock at the four corners and supplement with
the testimony that you've heard, then I think there was
sufficient probable cause at the time the search warrant was
obtained.

(Motions)

THE COURT: Anything from the defense? Any
witnesses?

MR. GARDNER: Judge, I want tc, if the Court will
indulge me, I've spoken to my client very briefly before we got
started about testifying, and I would like to talk to him about
putting on the record his -- what they did to demonstrate to
the Court that there was a reasonable expectation to privacy.
If I may have the Court's indulgence?

THE COURT: Yes.
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MR. GARDNER: Judge, he's asked me to put a couple o
things on the record. I would like to put a South Carclina
case on the record: Kolle, K-o-l-l-e versus State. 1It's a
South Careolina case 386 SC 578. I've tried to share this with
the solicitor awhile ago. It just goes on about reascnable
expectation of privacy, and it was a Myrtle Beach case
inveolving some tenants that were staying in a room, and they
had only been there briefly, and the Court said that they were
entitled to reasonable expectation to privacy.

THE COURT: Was there a search warrant in that case?

MR. GARDNER: Yes, sir. Hold on. I want to make
sure. Judge, I don't know if it's real clear to me, it just
challenged the search.

MS. WALLER: I can pull it up.

MR. GARDNER: It's a long case, and it was out of
Myrtle Beach, and I think it's under BCR context, but

basically, I think it stands for the proposition that a tenant

73

f

in a room, whether he's just staying overnight. What happened:

Kolle was befriended and permitted to stay for an extended
period of time. He had a reasonable expectation of privacy in
the apartment, and thus, had standard challenge to search. He
was in a room and it was very similar to this one, and I weould
just say, Your Honor, based on everything that happened prior
to this search warrant keing obtained, everybody there knew

that they were looking for a gun, and everybody knew that that
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gun was in his apartment, his room in the apartment. They
could have easily briefed the magistrate on that. The
magistrate could have easily looked at it, made an analysis,
and whether or not he would have granted it for that apartment,
I don't know, but they didn't do those steps. They had plenty
of time and until 2:59 in the morning to get it done, they
didn't do that, and I think the law is clear, he has a
standing, he's made the objection, and I'd ask you respectfully
to suppress anything that was found in his room.

THE COURT: I specifically find that the search
warrant was found on its face, and the probable cause, it's
very detailed, and it sets forth probable cause, and there's
some gquestion about whether or not there's anything
supplemented to the magistrate, and that comes into play when
there's insufficient probable cause set forth in the affidavit.
This one is complete and establishes clear probable cause, and
regardless of whether he has an expectation of privacy in the
room that he was staying in, that's negatéd by the getting of a
valid search warrant, and you're protected on the record in all
respects, but the evidence received pursuant to the search
warrant is, indeed, admissible. Anything further?

MS. WALLER: Not as to this matter, Your Honor.

MR. GARDNER: No, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Are we ready we're ready for the jury?

MS. WALLER: I do have one, just something I'd like
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to put on the record, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Okay.

MS. WALLER: One of the things that the State is
going to seek to introduce at trial are cell phone reccrds.
The State has conferred with the defense, and we are moving the
cell phone records into evidence pursuant to 19-5-520, which
allows cell phone records to be put inte evidence without the
need to call the records custodian with the furnishing of
certificates saying that they are valid, and we're going to do
that. At this time, we'd like to admit State's Exhibit 74 and
75, which is, 74 is a T-Mobile certification that these cell
records were provided by T-Mobile to the State. Seventy-five
is a flash drive that contains the records. State's Exhibit 72
is a Verizon certificate showing that Verizon gave the State
these records. Seventy-three is a flash drive containing those
records. They have previously been provided to the defense,
and we've told them of our intention tc enter them into
evidence this way. We're just making sure that we can enter
them.

THE COURT: Mr. Gardner?

MR. GARDNER: No objection, Your Honor.

THE COURT: They're into evidence.

(State's 72, 73, 74 & 75 were admitted)
MS. WALLER: Thank you.

THE COURT: Anything from the State before we bring
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the jury in?

MS. WALLER: Nothing, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Anything from the defense?

MR. GARDNER: No, Your Honor.

THE COURT: We're ready for the jury.

MS. WALLER: Your Honor, the victim's family is
seated in the courtroom. Several of them do not speak English.
Their niece is present. She's sitting there with the glasses.
If you see her talking or hear her, she's interpreting for the
family.

THE COURT: Very good.

{Jury entered the courtroom at this time)

THE COURT: Mr. Foreman, ladies and gentlemen of the
jury, thank you for being here and being here on time. I'm
always trying to start right on time, but we were here at 1:30C.
We had one legal matter to attend to, it teok a little bit
longer than we anticipated, but we appreciate your patience and
appreciate you being here on time.

We're about to begin the trial of Abdullah Seifullah,
and it's become apparent to you at this juncture that you're
participating in criminal court, Court of General Sessions,
where Mr. Abdullah Seifullah has been accused of violating the
criminal codes of the State of South Carolina. I point that
out to you because many of you have probably served on a civil

jury in the past. An example of a civil case would be an





10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

77
65

automobile accident, medical malpractice, contract dispute,
products liability, where the issue that you are trying has to
do with monetary damages, and if you were sitting at the back
of this courtroom it weoculd be very difficult to determine
without hearing the subject matter as tc whether or not this is
criminal court or the Court of Commcn Pleas. 1In both courts,
you have a jury that listens to the evidence to determine what
the facts are and apply them to the law. In both courts, you
have a judge presiding over the proceedings, and yocu have
litigants on both sides, you have witnesses taking a witness
stand, but really, the similarities stop there, because
c¢riminal court ensures that someone who's an American citizen
who is accused of a crime is entitled to various constitutional
safeguards, first of which is the defendant is presumed to be
innocent. Any time someone in the United States of America is
accused of a crime, they are entitled to this presumption of
innocence. I envision that as a protective cloak that guards
the defendant throughout this trial on into the deliberation.
The second constitutional safeguard is that the State has the
burden of proof. There's a theoretical reason behind that
because we live in a free and democratic scciety, and if the
government tries to take away your liberty, they're going to be
required to prove it. There a practical reason behind that,
because the State has all of the resources necessary to prove

the elements of crime. They have the police departments, they
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have the sheriff's department, they have the highway patrol,
they have SLED, they have all of that power to gather the
evidence and present it to you. In some third world countries,
you can be accused of a crime and be called before a Court and
be required to prove yourself innocent. That's not the case in
the United States of America, never has been, never will be.
The defendant need not testify, need not present any evidence.
The burden of proof lies solely on the State to prove each and
every element. The third constitutional safeguard is that the
State is not only required to prove each and every element,
they have to prove it beyond a reasonable doubt. In a civil
case, if you imagine with me, if you will, the scales are
justice where the lady's blindfolded from all bias and ail
prejudice, when the trial starts the scales are even, and in a
civil case if the plaintiff tips the scales ever so slightly in
their favor or by a preponderance of the evidence just ever so
slightly, then they prevail, because after all you're only
talking about money, but in the criminal case when you're
talking about a perscen's liberties, their proof must be more
powerful than that, it must be beyond reasonable doubt, and I
envision that as locking up the scales.

I want to tell you a little bit about how this trial
15 going to progress. Here in a moment we're going to
recognize these very fine lawyers for opening statements. The

State has the burden of prcof, and they will be required to go
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first. They will talk to you, I imagine, about what they
intend to prove, their theory of the case, and perhaps
something about the law. Then the defendant will have an
opportunity to give an opening statement, and they're not
required to do that, but they'll be given an opportunity to, if
they choose to do so, and if they do I anticipate they will
talk a little bit about their defenses in the case, a little
bit about the trial, and talk to you in a general way. At the
conclusion of the opening statements, the State has the burden
of proof, and they're going to call one witness right after the
other. They're going to put their hand on the Bible to swear
to tell the truth, and the State will ask them questions about
what they know about this case, and they can testify from their
firsthand knowledge as to what transpired. The defendant will
have an opportunity to cross-examine them, and the State will
have an opportunity to Redirect, that's the way it works. They
will call one witness after the other until they rest their
case, and then at the conclusion of their case the defendant
will be given an opportunity to present evidence, if they
choose to do so, but they're not required to do that. And if
you think about it, in your everyday lives sometimes you can be
accused of something and it's absolutely impossible to prove
your innocence. In the United States of America you aren't
required to do that. After the presentation of all of

evidence, then the lawyers will have an opportunity to stand up
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for you in a procedure that's very similar to open statements,
but it's different in a very real way, because at that juncture
you will have heard all the evidence, and these very fine
lawyers will point to the evidence that supports their relative
theory of the case, and what they have to say 1s not evidence,
but it will aid you immensely in your deliberation process, so
pay very close attention to that. In the conclusion of the
closing arguments I will charge you the law.

You and I have different roles in this case. I'm the
arbiter of the law. I preside over this proceeding, I rule all
the evidence that you get to hear, and I charge you the law in
the conclusion of the case. Y'all are the triers of fact.
Y'all are the ones that listen to the witnesses, and in every
case that's tried before a jury there's a question of fact and
a question of the inferences to be drawn from those facts, and
that's your job as the jury as find out what the truth is and
apply it to the law. Your job is very important because if I
make an error with regard to my findings of law as my role,
those things can easily be corrected. However, if you make an
error with regard to your findings or fact, quite often they
can't be corrected, so it's very important for you to pay very
close attention. You've taken a solemn cath that you'll listen
to the evidence, determine what the truth is and apply it to
the law as I charge you. Necessarily, in your job as the trier

of fact you've been called upon to weigh in on the credibility
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of witnesses, and credibility simply means believability. Ask
yourself what opportunity the witness had to observe the things
to which they're testifying, ask yourself whether or not the
witness has an interest or bias or prejudice in the case. I'll
tell you from the wvery outset that you can believe one witness
against many, many against one, you can believe all of what a
witness says, a pertion of what a witness says, or none cof what
a witness says, and that's your province, to determine what the
truth is. Ask yourself when a person testifies whether or not
their testimony is corroborated by other acts, whether or not
it's in conflict, and you can also pay attention to their
demeanor. The law allows you to de that. You know, all of us
who have children or grandchildren, sometimes it's just as
important to pay attention to the way they say it as to what
they say, their demeanor, and the law allows you to take that
intec consideration. Use your good common sense in evaluating
credibility, we do that in cur everyday lives, and use your
good common sense in that regard. You are participating in a
time~tested system. This is an important case. It's an
impertant case. It's an important case to the State of Scuth
Carolina, it's an important case to the defendant, and it's an
important case to you because you have taken a solemn oath to
listen to the evidence, apply it to the law, and render a
verdict in this case. I'm convinced that you will do that.

I'm going to ask that you proceed forward with a very serious
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mind. Given the fact, the nature of this case and the length
of the case, I'm going to direct that you not take notes, so
pay very close attention. There's a reason behind that. T
think the question was posed to me before I came in here as to
whether or not you could take notes, the answer to that is no,
because some people take notes, some people don't, some people
take good notes, some people take bad notes, and we don't want
people to start relying on notes, we want to rely on your
recollection, so there's a reason for that. Pay very close
attention. These are important matters. State, you recognize,

MR. MARTIN: May it please the Court, Your Honor?

THE COURT: Yes.

(Attorney Martin presented an opening statement on behalf
of the State at this time)

MR. MARTIN: David. I want y'all to remember that
name: David Roldan-Dimas. David was a young man entering the
prime of his 1life. At 20 years old, he was a student here at
Coastal Carclina University, a bright young man. Like a lot of
his peers at Coastal, he went to class, he had a girlfriend, he
had a black Camaro that he drove and that he loved. Probably
unlike a lot of his peers at Coastal, his day started very,
very early at the crack of dawn, and not because he was
recovering from the night before, he had a job, so he was
having to balance a job and studies. David loved his family,

he talked to them every day, he was active in his church, and
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June 19, 2023, started as no different day for David. Like I
said, he woke up at the crack cf dawn, he went to his job, he
got promoted that day, actually. When he got home to celebrate
his promotion, he cleaned his apartment, and he talked to his
girlfriend, Izabella, who you're going to hear from, she's
sitting over there, and they decided, well, let's go to the
gym. They went to Planet Fitness at Carclina Forest, and it's
June, you guys live here, you get it, some of our June days can
be pretty darn hot during the day and a little bit cooler at
night, so they decided to gc about nine in the evening, right
about the time it gets dark, and they got there and they worked
out. Well, towards the end of their workout, Izabella's
younger brother, Caio, he was in high school, came to the gym.
David did not want to leave withcut Caio, so David and Izabella
decided to wait on him. It was much later at this point in the
dark, you'll hear Izabella even say that David told her, I'm
never gcing to leave y'all alone here, so they walked out, said
their goodbyes. Bella even says that she and David made plans
to meet again and hang out on Friday. Well, they didn't, but
she saw him in his casket, and that's why we're here. David,
Izabella, Caio, what they didn't know was that Abdullah
Seifullah and his friend, Brandon Huertas, were down here from
Connecticut staying with Dana Maldonado. Dana is the
great—-aunt of Brandon's child. B2And while they were here, the

vehicle that they drove down from Connecticut was invcolved in a
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car accident, and Dana's going to tell you, that vehicle was
just not where they could drive it back to Connecticut, so she
loaned them her car, a Dodge Charger that was about gray or
silver in color. While Dana is looking on plane tickets and
trying to figure out how to get them back to Connecticut,
Abdullah Seifullah had other plans. Waiting in a Planet
Fitness parking lot, he got out of the car, gun in his hand,
and approached David's black Camaro and shot and killed him
over a piece of metal in tires. Caio and Bella were in
separate vehicles and they had left right before it happened,
and Caio is going to tell you, as he was leaving, he sees this
gray silver Dodge Charger just pass by and this black male
wearing a mask running after him. He asked him if he can help
him, thought he'd just been robbed, so the 17-year-old Caio in
high school is really one of the heroes of our story, because
he follows that Charger, calls in the license plate, and the
police track it to Dana's house. Keep in mind, Caio didn't
know the real story at this point. When the police get to the
house, Dana's there, but Abdullah and Brandon have left. 1In
Bbdullah's haste to leave, he left behind some important
belongings, and when the police searched the house and the room
that he was staying in, found some of his items, like a wallet,
Social Security card, they found a gun. When investigator Trey
McQueen goes to clear the weapon, he finds a shell casing in

the gun that didn't properly eject. He had also found a shell
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casing on the scene in the parking lot at Planet Fitness. The
gun, these items were taken to SLED, the casings themselves
were linked back to being fired from that gun, and Abdullah's
DNA was linked to that gun, and that's why we're here.
Abdullah Seifullah was charged with murder, possession of a
weapon during a violent crime.

Judge Nettles has already given y'all a pretty good
rundown as to what to expect with this trial, and my Jjob is
openings is to really give you, like he was talking about, a
roadmap, or a blueprint as sort of how me and Ms. Waller see
things panning out, but trials are really like anything in
life. I'm the father of two little girls, bocth under two, and
needless to say, the Martin household is chaoctic, things are
uncertain. Trials can be the same way, so witnesses, you may
notice, have tc be called out of order for some reason, but the
substance of what they're gonna say, that's not gonna change.
So what is 1t that we expect vou to hear from that stand?
You're gonna hear from a lot of different witnesses, as you can
imagine, with it being a murder case. Law enforcement, Sean
Wydra, the lead agent with Horry County Police Department, he's
gonna talk with you about how homicide investigations work and
what he did. Trey McQueen, who I just mentioned was the crime
scene officer that worked both scenes, the house and the
parking lot. He's going to talk to you about the items of

evidence that he photographed and collected, a lot of what I
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just talked with you about. KXarl Kangas with the county police
is going to talk to you guys and give you a little lesson on
cell phones and cell tower data and tell you that both Brandon
and Abdullah's phones were in the locaticn of Planet Fitness at
the time of the murder. You're going to hear from analysts
with SLED, the person who tested the DNA, and the firearms
analyst who worked with the guns, but I think it's impoertant in
this particular case to listen also -- sorry about that --
listen also to the witnesses who aren't law enforcement, the
regular everyday people who did the right thing and helped
solve this puzzle, people like Mr. and Mrs. Letaj, members at
the gym, they called 911. You're going to hear Mr. Letaj say
that as they drove by, he saw a black man with a mask. Does
that scund familiar to what Caio said? A black man with a mask
holding a gun, approach a black Camarc, tap on the window,
heard a noise, boom, and that black Camaro crashes, and a
silver and gray Dodge Charger speeds off with the black male
and the mask running behind it. Sound familiar what Caioc said?
Deryl Detrick, 1f you guys are from here and you've been to
that area, I'm sure we've all seen Detrick's Car Wash, probably
a celebrity, he was there at his car wash, and as luck would
have it, his security cameras pick up the incident. We're
going to play it for you, and you're going to see what I
described, a silver gray Charger zoom past Caio's truck and a

person running behind. You're going to hear from Caio and
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Tzabella, the last two human beings to talk to him before he
died, and you're gcnna hear from a few other witnesses as well.

The judge talked with you guys a little bit about the
law, okay, and at the end of the trial, once you hear and see
the evidence from this witness stand, Ms. Waller, Leigh, is
going to come and talk with you guys again and kind of tie
everything together, but Judge Nettles is the ruler of the law.
When he talks to you about the law, what he says is the law, so
if I say something that is different than what Judge Nettles
says, please go with the judge, but it's hard for me to do my
job and give you guys a rundown of what to expect without first
talking to you a little bit about the law in this case. He's
already gone over with you about beycond a reasonable doubt.
You must be firmly convinced it is solely the State's burden to
prove him guilty beyond a reasonable doubkt. Remember how I
said a few things in life are certain? It's no different. We
know the sun is going to rise in the morning and it's going to
set tonight. Outside of that, a few things in life are
certain. You're not totally convinced it's beyond a reasocnable
doubt, firmly convinced cof the defendant's guilt.

3¢ what's murder? Murder itself is the killing of
another person with malice aforethought. Welcome to South
Carolina and our wordy words, but malice aforethought, what 1is
that? Malice is what you think it is. Malice is 111 will.

Tt's hostility towards another perscon. Malice is the
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intentional act of committing a wrong against another person
and the intentional injury that may result. Malice
aforethought, think éf the defendant's state of mind, okay?
The defendant must have this malice in his mind before and at
the time of the murder. The law doesn't give you particulars
on the amount of time you have to have it, but you just have to
have it. So let's talk about an example. Getting out of your
car, holding a gun, walking up to a stranger's vehicle who's
minding his own business, pulling the trigger and killing him,
is malice, it's malice aforethought, it's murder. The other
charge is possession of a weapon during a viclent crime, or
during the commission of a violent crime. That is exactly what
it sounds like, Abdullah Seifullah possessed a firearm while he
committed a violent crime, murder. David, David Roldan-Dimas,
June 19, 2023 was the day his life ended, was taken from him,
the day his life, his family's lives changed forever. It
changed the lives of the regular, everyday people that did the
right thing, and there's really only one way to ensure a little
bit of justice in this case, and that's to find Abdullah
Seifuilah guilty. Thank you.

THE COURT: Yes, sir, you recognize.

{Attorney Gardner presented an opening statement on
behalf of the Defendant at this time}

MR. GARDNER: Your Honor, Mr. Foreman, ladies and

gentlemen, jury, Madam Solicitor, I think T did my first murder
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trial 29 years ago, and my opening statement has always been
the same ever since then, but I'm going to step out of that and
I'm going to respond to a couple things that the sclicitoer
said, because what he said, although it is sad, and it's always
sad when we have a murder case, and we feel for the victims, we
feel for the families. That type of argument, that type of
opening statement is improper and has no basis in a court of
law. Appealing to the sympathies and pulling on the
heartstrings is not why we're here. We're not here to reward
any friends and we're not here to punish any enemies. You also
wore a solemn cath that you wouldn't do that, so I ask you to
disregard all that and listen to the testimony and make your
decision based on the law that the judge gives you. That's why
we're here, not because we're sad, we're here to do a job, and
let's stick with the facts, let's stick with the law and do
what we're supposed to do. Thank you,.

Now, let me get back to my job. Like I said, I've
been doing this almost, I've been doing it over 30 years, but
this is, I've only done murders for 29 years, and the opening
is usually the same. We talk about the burden of proof. The
judge did a wonderful job earlier. I don't think I've ever
heard it done better than that, and I know y'all were listening
because we picked y'all because we knew that y'all were
listening and following that law. Sc that is a great thing.

So I would just add a couple things that I've learned over the
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years, and I will tell you, one of the things is don't try to
form an opinion about the case until you'we heard all of the
evidence. Okay? And don't discuss the case with other members
of the jury until it’'s time to deliberate. 1I've been hearing
that for 40 years, and I always thought it was to protect my
client, but the truth of the matter is, I just found this out,
it's to protect the jurors, ckay? Because if you tell somebody
what your opinion is before you hear all of the testimony and
you change that opinion based on a new witness or a law, then
it's kind of hard for you to come back and say, oh, shucks, I
was wrong, or some people can de that, human nature being what
it is, so we just say, don't do that, it makes it easier for
everyone. It's just the right thing to do to follow the law,
so we're going to follow the law. Another thing I picked up on
a case, saw somebody being interviewed after the case. The
juror said on the TV: You know, we thought that guy was
innecent, but he just really never proved it. What's wrong
with that? Lots of things. He's not supposed to prove it.
Okay? That's why I'm not talking about facts and stuff like
that. T don't have the burden of proof. The judge said that
very clear. So if you get into your deliberations and you
start thinking like that, it's time to stop and come back with
a not guilty verdict. Okay? If you get to thinking about, I
don't think they proved it, and I'm going to, I just -- we're

here because of that. Another thing, burden to prove, that's
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another thing I've learned over the years that a lot of people
don't understand, and the judge did a wonderful analysis of the
lady with the scales, and we have a ccourtroom here in Conway
across the street, and we have a courtroom in Myrtle Beach at
21st Avenue, very similar. One of them has the scales in it,
and one of them doesn't, and I was doing that argument that, or
I was saying that at opening statement one time and I forgot
where I was and I turned around to point to the scales and they
weren't there, so just imagine if they were here, and the judge
told you what that means, but still, people struggle with that.
So what is the burden of proof beyond a reasonable
doubt? It's always on the State, the defense doesn't have to
prove anything, so what I've learned is that we can go through
the different types of burden proof. I think the judge touched
on most people when they're in court, being on jury duty, or
being a litigant, it's usually civil court. You got in a car
wreck, somebody breached a contract with them, they're getting
a divorce, all these are civil rules and it's completely
different, but the burdens of proof starting with one of my
favorite words, we had a Supreme Court Justice who used this
word all the time, "scintilla,”" and a scintilla of evidence is
basically just like it sounds, it was absolutely nothing. So
if you have a scintilla of evidence, you have nothing, and your
only verdict could be not guilty. The next level of proof we

have 1s called a reascnable suspicion, and a reasonable
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suspicion is what a highway patrolman uses when he comes up
behind you and he pulls you over because he thinks you might be
drinking, or you might have some illegal stuff in the car,
something like that, he don't really know it, he just got a gut
feeling about it, and that's nowhere near enough what we're
talking about. ©Okay? And the next one is preponderance of
evidence, that's what we talked about in civil cases. People
can demonstrate that mathematically, anything over fifty
percent, anything that tilts the scales, and then another
evidence level is clear and convincing. Clear and convincing
evidence is evidence that the judge in family court uses in a
DSS5 case when they take your children away from you. Clear and
convincing evidence, and you ain't got nc more child, that's a
high level of proof, and we want it to be a high burden. And
then the next level is beyond a reasonable doubt. It's
reasonable doubt; but it's beyond that, so it's even higher
than that, and that has started ever since you took your oath,
and it goes with you into the jury room. I never figured that
out until the other day. It goes with you into the jury room,
50 there will be 12 of y'all. I don't know which 12 it'll be,
but there will be 12 of y'all deliberating, but really there
will be 13 of y'all. There will be the presumption of
innocence and the burden of proof, and everything that the
judge teld y'all, so you resolve all issues in favor of the

defendant, that's the law. All right?
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So I do want to talk about a little bit about what to
expect in this case. I anticipate that there will a DNA
expert, the solicitor will tell you all about that, there'll be
some DNA, and if there's a DNA match of an item with an
individual, that just means that at some point in time that
individual probably touched that item. Okay? I cross—examined
a DNA expert one time, and I said exactly what I said, and he
corrected being said, no, it means he touched it. Okay, so he
touched it at some point in time, we just don't know when.
Another thiné is, conversely, if you have a vehicle that
doesn't have DNA in it, then you could probably say that he
didn't touch that. Okay? So in this case, I think that the
evidence will show that there was a weapon that was touched at
some point in time by my client, but it was down in his room,
we think that's what they're going to say. We're also going to
say they're going to play a video of somebody running down the
street, we don't know who that is, and they're going to hear it
from people that say they saw somebody running down the street,
and we don't know who that is, s¢ this case is not as clear cut
as what somebody might think it is. This case is geing to
require a lot of attention, this case is going to require a lot
of listening and following the law and doing what we're
supposed to do, and when it's all over, I'm going to get back
up here and I'm going to ask you to put all that together,

listen to the law and come back with not guilty. Thank you for
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your attention.

THE COURT: Thank you, Mr. Gardner.

THE CQURT: State can recognize. You may call your
first witness.

MS. WALLER: Your Honor, the State calls Selda lLetaj.

THE COURT: Yes, ma'am. If you could please come
forward. I'm going to ask you to approach the Clerk, place
your left hand on the Bible and raise your right while the
Clerk administers the oath.

THE CLERK: Do you solemnly swear or affirm the
avidence you're about to give the Court in this case will be
the truth, the whole truth and nothing but the truth, so help
you God?

THE WITNESS: Yes.

THE COURT: Have a seat in the witness chair, please,
ma'am. I'm asking if you could pull up real close to that
microphone. Speak loudly, clearly and slowly, in order we can
hear everything that you have to say, and let's start with your
full name, please, ma'am.

SELDA LETAJ WAS DULY SWORN AT THIS TIME AND TESTIFIED
AS FOLLOWS:

THE WITNESS: My name is Selda Lataj.

THE CQURT: Could you spell that for us?

THE WITNESS: S-E-L-D-A, L-E-T-A-J, my last name.

THE COQURT: Very good.
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MS. WALLER: Thank ycu, Ycur Honor.
DIRECT EXAMINATION
WALLER:
Ms. Letaj. Letaj?
That's fine.
Letaj. Ms. Letaj, where do you work?
I work for Horry County Schools.
What do you do at Horry County schools?
I work in the cafeteria.
S0 you're the lunch lady?
Yes, ma'am.
How long have you been working in Horry County Schools?
It's going to be almost five years.

And where do you currently live? Don't give me your

address, just tell me --

A,

Q.

recall

A,

Q.

Myrtle Beach.
Myrtle Beach. How long have you lived in Myrtle Beach?
Almost five years.

S0 you were living in Myrtle Beach back on June 19,

Yes, ma'am.

I'm going to direct your attention to that date. Do you
going to the Planet Fitness on that date?

Yes, ma'am.

Which Planet Fitness did you go to?
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A, It was the one by Glenn Forest Drive, I believe.

Q. Ckay. What's nearby there? What's a good landmark?

A, It's by the outlets, by the one.

Q. By one of the outlets? And did you work out at that gym
frequently?

A. I was at the gym.

Q. But you're a member of that gym?

A. Yes.

Q. Did you go by yourself or did someone go with you?

A. I went with my spouse.

Q. With your spouse? Your husband, what's his name?

A, Perparim Leta].

Q. Do you remember what time you arrived at the gym?

A. It was 9:00 or 9:30.

Q. How did you guys get there?

A. We drove.

Q. Did your husband drive or did you drive?

A, My husband.

Q. Do you know about what time you left the gym that night?

A, Almost, it was, I believe, almost 11:00.

Q. As you were leaving the gym, did anything occur that
caught your attention?

A. Yes.

Q. What was that?

A. It was -- I didn't see much because my husband was
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driving. I was on the passenger drive, so the only thing I
saw, 1t was -- because we were parked from where the shooter

happened, like, we were two cars down.

Q. Okay.

A. So it was a shooting.

Q. A shooting? Did you hear a gunshot?

A. I did.

Q. And were you inside your car when you heard that?
A. Yes, ma'am.

Q. Did you see any person with a gun or any person in the
vicinity of the gunshot?
A, I didn't see much. It was alsc nighttime, and, like, I
was on the passenger seat, my husband was driving.
Q. Okay. Did you call 911 that night?
A. Yes, ma'am.
Q. Have you previously listened to the 911 call you made
that night?
A. Yes, I did.
MS. WALLER: May I approach the witness, Your Honor?
THE COURT: Yes.
(State's Exhibit No. 1 was marked for identification.)
Q. I'm going to show you what's been marked as State's
Exhibit 1, and do you recognize this?
A, Yes.,

Q. Does this contain a copy of the phone call you made that
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night?
A. {(No audible response.)
Q. You have to answer out loud.
A, Yes, 1t is.
Q. Thank you. And is the call, as it's preserved on this

recording, what actually happened that night? 1Is it the call
you made that night?

A. So we were trying to get out of there, and I was just
telling my husband, let's move to the, like, next parking lot,
because I was, like, so afraid. 5o I was hoping I can save
that person's life. It was very sad. Like, I was shaking when
I was making that phone call. I couldn't even, like, pronounce

my name when I called 911.

Q. Okay.

A, It was very emotional.

Q. Very emotional.

A. Yes.

Q. So we'll hear your emotional on this call.

MS. WALLER: Your Honor, the State would like to
introduce Exhibit 1 into evidence and publish it for the jury.

THE COURT: Any objection?

MR. GARDNER: No, sir.

THE COURT: 1It's into evidence. You may publish it.

{State's Exhibit No. 1 was admitted into ewvidence.)

MS., WALLER: Your Honor, we're gonna play it from
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If anyone can't hear, please just raise your hand.
(Audic call playing)
Ms. Letaj, we just heard the 811 call you placed that
Is that an accurate recording?
Yes, 1t is.
We heard a male voice on there. Who is that speaking?
That was my husband.

Your husband? And does that refresh your recollection

about the guy you saw that night?

A,

Q.

>

Q.
A

Q.

identified him, I'm not asking you to identify him. What I'm

asking is, were you able to identify him for the police,

Yes.

What did he lock 1like?

It was a black, black male.
pid ycu know him?

I did not.

Could you recognize him right now? You've never

than saying he was a black male?

A,

Q.

No.

Did you know the victim in the case at all, the person

who was killed?

>

o =R @

Yeah.
Did you know him?
Oh, no, I do not.

QOkay. And do you still go to that gym?

other

99
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A. It tock me some months to go back in there.

MS. WALLER: No further questions, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Cross-Examination?

MR. GARDNER: No, sir, no gquestions.

THE CQURT: You may step down. A&Any objection to this
witness being excused?

MR. GARDNER: No, Your Honor.

THE COURT: You're free to leave. Thank you, ma'am.
You may call your next witness.

MR. MARTIN: The State calls Perparim Letaj.

THE COURT: 1I'll ask you to place your left hand on
the Bible, raise your right, as the Clerk administers the oath.

THE CLERK: Do you solemnly swear or affirm the
evidence you're about to give the Court in this case will be
the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, so help
you God?

THE WITNESS: Yes.

PERPARTM LETAJ WAS DULY SWORN AT THIS TIME AND
TESTIFIED AS FOLLOWS:

THE COURT: Come around, have a seat in the witness
chair, pull up real close that microphone and speak loudly,
clearly and slowly, in order that we can hear everything that
you have to say. Let's start with your full name, please, sir.

THE WITNESS: Perparim Letaj.

THE COURT: Very good. Spell that for us.
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THE WITNESS: P-E~R-P-A-R-I-M, first name. The last

L-E-T-A-J.

THE COURT: Thank you, sir. Yes, sir, you recognize,

rtin.
MR. MARTIN: Thank you, Your Honor.
DIRECT EXAMINATION
MARTIN:
Mr. Lataj, do you live here in Horry County?
Yes, sir.

Where do you work?

I work in Myrtle Beach. I'm a maintenance supervisor.

And how long have you lived here in Horry County?
About four years now.

S0 were you living here back in June of 20237
Yes, sir.

And were you a member of the Planet Fitness Gym in

Carclina Forest?

A.

=0

Yes, sir.

And do you recall an incident where you called the
back on June 19, 20237

Yes, sir.

How did you get to the gym that day?

We drove to the gym by car.

And who were you with?

I was with my wife.
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A, She did, yeah.
Q Were you present during that phone call?
A I was.
Q. Now, what prompted you to make phone call to the police?
Why did you call the police?
A. So as we were walking to my car so we could leave home,

when we were trying to go back home and I looked on my left, we
were actually parked three cars from where the incident
happened, and as I was driving off the side there, I saw
somebody with a gun with the mask. I could not see the full
face, but, you know, I could tell that he's dark-skinned, and
then we heard the -- as soon as I saw that happening, I

gassed -- I mean, I gave gas te my car trying to get away from
there, and that's when we heard the shot. I heard one shot and
we went to the other side of the parking lot, which is another

business, American Furniture. It's the same parking lot, but

it's a little bit further from the whole -- where everything
happened.
Q. This individual with the mask, did you see him holding

any xind of a weapon?

A, Yes.
Q. What was it?
A, It was a gun.

Q. And did you see where he went while holding that gun?





10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

15

20

21

22

23

24

25

103
91

Where did he go?

A. He approached -- he was at the car, and I did not see
the door opening of the car, but he was, like, inches away from
the door.

Q. Did you see him do anything with the gun?

A. Pointed at the car.

Q. Did he ever knock on the window or do anything like that
with the car?

A, I did not see, no, I wasn't thinking about all that, you
know, so I was just trying to get out of there, and I went to
the other side of the parking lot.

Q. I believe you previously testified to hearing the shot.
What happened next after you heard the shot?

L. So after we heard the shot, I think we called -- my wife
called the police just right after it happened, and then -- so
we -- 1f I had the-- but we took a right, hkasically, out of
there. We still stayed in the same area Jjust so 1f police
come, we could tell them what's happened.

Q. So was this your first time going to that gym?

A. No.

Q. Were you very familiar with the Planet Fitness gym and
the parking lot therev

A, Yes,

Q. If I showed you a map of the Planet Fitness parking lot,

could you recognize and talk about it?
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1 A, Yes.

2 MR. MARTIN: Court's indulgence. I'm going to grab
3 the easel now, and we'll show you. Your Honor, would it be

4 okay 1f the witness came off the stand?

) THE COURT: Certainly.

6 Q. First I'm going to show you what's been marked for

7 identification as State's Exhibit 3. Generally speaking, what
8 is this?

9 A. So, well --

10 Q. Yeah, so basically, is this a picture of the Planet

11 Fitness gym that you attended on Glenn Forest Road?

12 A. Yes.

13 Q. And is that a fair and accurate picture, aerial shot of
14 that gym?

15 A. Yes.

1o MR. MARTIN: Your Honor, at this time the State would
17 ask to move this into evidence so that we can talk about it

18 with the jury.

19 THE COURT: Any objection from defense?

20 MR. GARDNER: No, Your Honor.

21 THE COURT: It's into evidence.

22 (State's Exhibit No. 3 was entered into evidence)
23 MR. MARTIN: Real quick, can all the jurors see?

24 Yeah, let's try to stand at this angle, if that's okay.

25 Q. Now, if you could, point out where the entrance to the
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gym 1is.

A, (Indicating.)

Q. And about where did you and your wife park when you
arrived?

A. {Indicating.)

Q. Okay. Now, I believe ycu had just testified tc what had
happened when you left the gym.

A, Yes.

Q. Please, 1if you could to the jury, point ocut where you
were at when you saw, you've described it as a black male with
a mask?

A, Yes. So as we came out of the Planet Fitness, we went
tc our car. So we went to our car, either this one or this one
here (indicating,) we got out of here, we started driving this
way, this is where the guy with the Camaro was, and this is
where I seen somebody approaching the Camaro from the back, and
as soon as I saw the gun, this is where I sped up and I kind of
parked right here. The guy in the Camaro got -- oh, this is
where I also heard the shot over here somewhere. As I was
going this way, I seen a Dodge -- gray Dodge Charger getting
out of here, very fast speed, and sc at the Taco Bell, then I
was just assuming stuff. I cannot -- like, it's not credible,
but I did see a Charger. I did not know, I just said there
was a Charger speeding up, but he c¢ould have been, like, just

going fast, but it's --
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Q. QOkay.

A. Once I parked there, that's where we stayed to wailt for
the police. The guy gets shot there, goes through this parking
lot, and this is where he hits two or three cars.

Q. Was he inside the black Camaro?

A. He was inside the Camaro, and that's when I -- we were,
like, you know, it's taking way toc long time, he's still not
cut of the car, he must be dead in there. You know, we
couldn't approcach the car in those kind of situations, so but
then later they confirmed that he was dead.

Q. Now, i1f I show you another one of the parking lot, could
you look at that, as well? I'1ll take this down. ©Now, I'm
going to show you what's been marked as State's 4 for
identification purposes. This one, obviously, is another.
Now, do you recognize what we're looking at here?

A, Yes.

Q. And is this aerial photograph of Planet Fitness and the
surroundings seem to be a fair accurate representation of how
it looked?

A. Yes.

MR. MARTIN: Yocur Heonor, at this time may we enter
this into evidence?

THE COURT: Any objection?

MR. GARDNER: No, Your Honor.

THE COURT: 1It's into evidence.





10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

107

95

{State's Exhibit No. 4 was admitted into evidence)

Q. So this is a zoomed out, cbviously, where is the Planet

Fitness, and where in relation to the Planet Fitness is the car

wash and 5017
A. (Indicating.)
Q. Okay. And if you could, just on this broader one, try
to point out what direction you saw the car leaving now.
A. (indicating) Like this.
Q. That's fine.
A, Oh, no, I seen it here, but he definitely took a left
from there, so I don't know from here, this way, I don't know.
Q. But he took a left out of the parking lot?
A. Yes.
MR. MARTIN: I don't have any further questions
regarding this. You can have a seat. Court's indulgence.
Q. Mr. Letaj, other than testifying here today, did that
pretty much conclude all of your invelvement in the case?
A. Yes.
MR. MARTIN: Your Honor, we don't have any more
gquestions for the witness at this time.
THE COURT: You're free to leave.
THE WITNESS: Free to leave back home?
THE COURT: Yes.
THE WITNESS: Okay.

MR. MARTIN: Thenk you, Your Honor.
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THE WITNESS: Thank you, Your Honor. Have a good
day.

THE COURT: We're gonna take this brief moment for
y'all to refresh yourselves. Once again, do not discuss the
case in any way, shape or form at this point. Everyone remain
seated as the jury exits the courtroom.

(Recess taken)
(Jury exited the courtroom at this time)

THE COURT: During the the recess, it was called to
my attention one of the jurors has a continuous glucose monitor
and it runs through her phone. Of course, all phones have
ability to access the Internet. She needs that to monitor her
sugar. I think if it goes out of the jury room, probably it
loses signal, and that sort of thing. What would the State --
I would propocse that we give her instructions, number ocne, to
turn the ringer off, the alarm will work if the ringer's off,
and that she not access her phone to call anyone or to use the
Internet. What would you propose?

MS. WALLER: Your Honor, the State's fine with that
proposal.

MR. GARDNER: I have no objection, Your Honor.

THE COURT: All right. Can I have that particular
juror? I want y'all to hear my instructions to see if you have
any objections. Yes, ma'am, how are you doing?

THE JUROR: Good how are you?
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THE COURT: Good. It's been called my attention that
you have a glucose monitor.

THE JUROR: Yeah.

THE COURT: And I think it probably would be best if
you could keep that phone with you in case your alarm goes off.
I'm going to give you instructions. Turn off the ringer.

THE JUROR: Uh-huh.

THE COURT: The phone will still work. I mean, the
alarm will still work with ringer off.

THE JURQOR: Yes.

THE COURT: And I'm also ordering that you not access
the phone to make a call, take a call, or do any research on
the Internet. That would be a violation of the order and
subiect you to contempt. Do you understand that?

THE JUROR: Yes.

THE COURT: All right. Very good. Thank you. I
think if you were to put it outside, it'd probably lose signal.

THE JUROR: It will.

THE CQURT: OQOkay. 8o that's what we will do to
correct that. Any questions?

THE JUROR: No.

THE COURT: Thank you. Let's cut off that ringer.

THE JUROR: 1It's off.

THE COURT: Okay. Good. Thank you.

THE JUROR: I mean, it'll wvibrate, so 1f it goes down
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1 low, it will go off.
2 THE COURT: Very good. You can leave the alarm on.
3 That's the reason I want you to have it. We don't want it to

4 ring with an incoming call. Thank you.

5 THE JUROR: Thank vou.

6 THE COURT: We'll stand at these for five minutes.
7 {Recess taken)

B THE COURT: Anything from the State before we bring

9 in the jury?

10 MR. MARTIN: No, Your Honor.

11 MR. GARDNER: No, Your Honor.

12 THE CQURT: We're ready for the jury.

13 (Jury entered the courtroom)

12 THE COURT: You may call your next witness.

15 MR. MARTIN: Your Honor, the State calls Daryl

16 . Detrick.

17 THE COURT: Mr. Detrick, if vou could please come

18 forward. I'm going ask, if you could, appreoach the Bible.

19 Place your left hand on the Bible and raise your right.

20 THE CLERK: Do you solemnly swear or affirm the

21 evidence you're about to give the Court in this case will be
22 the truth, the whole truth, and nething but the truth, so help
23 you God?

24 THE WITNESS: Yes.

25
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DARRYL DETRICK WAS DULY SWORN AT THIS TIME AND
TESTIFIED AS FOLLOWS:

THE COURT: Have a seat in the witness chair. I'm
gonna ask, if you could, pull up real close to that micrephone,
and speak loudly, clearly and slowly in order for us to hear
everything that you have to say. Let's start with your full
name, please, sir.

THE WITNESS: Darryl Detrick, D-A-R-R-Y-L, Detrick,
D-E-T-R-I-C-K.

THE CQURT: Very good.

MR. MARTIN: Thank you, Your Honor.

DIRECT EXAMINATION

BY MR. MARTIN:

Q. Mr. Detrick, can you see me around the TV?

A. Yeah, I can see ycu, but I can't see the TV.

Q. We'll get to that in a second. Just for the jury, where
do you work?

A. Detrick's Car Wash. I've owned it for 20 years.

Q. And do you have a Detrick's Car Wash location in the

Carclina Forest area of Horry County?

A. Yes.

Q. And did you own that location back in June of 20237

A, Yes.

Q. And I want to call your attention to the night of June

19, 2023. Were you working that night?
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A. Yes, sir, I was there.

Q. And do you recall an incident where law enforcement got
involved and came to your business?

A, Yes, sir.

Q. What happened?

A. Well, I actually saw the silver Charger drive by, and
then a black male come runnin' across the field, but that's all
I remember seeing on that, but I remember giving the police
officers video.

Q. Okay. 8o were you outside of the business when you saw
the vehicle and the, you said, black male?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. And did you hear anything, any noises, or anything,

prior to seeing this go by?

A. Yes, we heard two gunfires.

Q. What were you doing cutside at that time?

A, We were messing with the machine that was broken.

Q. Now, with regards to, I think you said a video, do you

have surveilllance camera at the car wash?

4. Yes, sir.

Q. And you had it back then in June of 20237

4. Yes, sir.

Q. And do at least one of those cameras point towards the
direction of the Planet Fitness parking lot?

A. Yes, sir.
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Q. How do those cameras work? Are they running all the
time?
A. Yes, sir.
Q. And if you were to go pull a video, what's the process

to go pull a videoc?

A, Well, just go to playkack and, you know, you can pick
the date and time, and then you can see what you want to see,

Q. And is that what you did in this case, picked the date
and time and gave it to law enforcement?

a. Yes. Well, we all worked on it together,

Q. Okay. And did you alter or manipulate or delete
portions of that video any way?

A. No, sir.

Q. And have you previously viewed that video prior to
testifying here today?

A. No, other than with the police, no, sir.

Q. Okay. When you did wview it, was that wvideo a fair and
accurate representation of what happened?

A, Yes, sir.

Q. Now, I'm going to show you what's been marked as State's
2. State's 2, it's got your initials on here showing that you
previously viewed that. Could you just look at that and
confirm that that's your initials?

A. Yes, sir.

MR. MARTIN: Okay. Your Honor, at this time the
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State moves to put State's 2 into evidence and publish to the
Jury.

THE COURT: Any objection?

MR. GARDNER: No, Your Honor, no objection.

THE COURT: It's into evidence.

(State's Exhibit No. 2 was admitted into evidence.)

MR. MARTIN: And while we're getting this set up,
just so the jury knows, can you point out on State's, make sure
I'm holding it the correct way, on State's 3 where your car
wash 1s located?

A. That's right here (indicating.)

Q. And where's the Planet Fitness?

A, Right over here (indicating.)

Q. And where's Highway 5017

A. Right here (indicating.)

Q. And can you point out Glenn Forest Road?
A. It's right here (indicating.)

Q. Okay, thank you. And then could you point to the Jjury
roughly at the car wash where that camera will be located?

A. Right here (indicating.)

Q. And is that pointing towards the Planet Fitness parking
lot?

A, Well, there's two right here.

Q. Okay.

A. One right here, and then one goes right here
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(indicating.)

Q. Got i1t. Thank vou. Now, I probably am going to ask
you, if it's okay with Judge Nettles, for you tc be able to get
off the stand so that you can see the video.

THE COURT: Yes.
MR, MARTIN: Once we get it played, I'll have a few
guestions for you.

Q. Okay. Generally speaking, what are we looking at in
this video? What you got? What is all this? What are these
items or these objects on the video?

A. Those are the pay stations where the customers pay when
they come in to use the car wash.

Q. Okay. And where is the Planet Fitness in relation to
these objects?

A. Right over here (indicating.)

Q. Got i1t. Now, is there going to be a little bit of time

that lapses until we actually see the incident occur?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Okay. Now, are you on camera at this point?
A, Yes, sir, I'm in the white shirt.

. Okay. And just for the jury, in the top left hand
corner, can you tell the date on that video?

A. Yes, 6-19-2023.

Q. And what's the time say?

A. 23:01:47.
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Q. That's military time?

A, Yes, sir.

(Video playing)

Q. I noticed a reaction. What's going on at that point in
the video?

A. I don't know that anything's going on at that
particular -- oh, yeah, actually, yeah, that's when we heard
the gunfire.

Q. Is that why the three of you were lcoking in that
direction?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. So you heard, what was -- you said gunshots?

A. Yes, sir.

MR. MARTIN: Okay, keep playing, please.

Q. Just let us know when you see the wehicle that you'wve
referenced.

A. That wvehicle right there {indicating.)

Q. Could you point it out to the jury?

A, Right here (indicating.}

Q. That's the Silver car that —--

A There's a gentleman running across the —--

Q. Okay.

MR. MARTIN: Hit play.

Q. Running across the field?

A. Yes, sir.
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MR. MARTIN: Can we back it up and just play it one

more time?

the

our

ite

A,

And that's you guys loocking again?
Yes, sir.
Let me know when you see the vehicle.
That's it.

MR. MARTIN: Pause it.
That's the silver or gray Dodge Charger?
Yes, sir.

MR. MARTIN: Okay. Play.

Let me know when you see the gentleman running across

field.

Right here (indicating.)
Okay, thank you.
MR. MARTIN: Hit play.

The Charger actually pulled up right beside next door to

business.

Okay, so that's off camera?
Yes, sir.
Got it.
{(Video playing)

Now, I see you guys running inside. Is that pretty much

Yeah. We started -- I told my employees that we need to

get inside because, Jjust to protect them.
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Q. I understand. You can have a seat. Thank you for
getting down and doing that.
| MR. MARTIN: Court's indulgence, Your Honor.

Q. Other than testifying here today, did that conclude your
involvement in this case?

A. Yes, sir.

MR. MARTIN: All right. Please answer any guestions
that Mr. Gardner might have. We can move this TV.

MR. GARDNER: ©None, Your Honor.

THE COURT: You may step down.

MS., WALLER: Your Honor, may we move the TV quickly?

THE COURT: Yes.

MR. MARTIN: Thank you, Judge.

MS. WALLER: Thank you.

THE COURT: You can call your next witness.

MS. WALLER: Your Honor, the State calls Izabella
Lima.

THE COURT: Ms. Lima, if you could please come
forward. I'm going to ask you to approach the Clerk and place
your left hand on the Blble and raise your right, as the Clerk
administers the oath.

THE CLERK: Do you solemnly swear or affirm that the
evidence you're about to give the Court in this case will be
the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, so heip

you God?
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THE WITNESS: Yes.

IZABELLA LIMA WAS DULY SWORN AT THIS TIME AND
TESTIFIED AS FOLLCOWS:

THE COURT: If you could, have seat in the witness
chair, pull up real close to that microphone and speak loudly,
clearly and slowly, so we can be able to hear everything that
you have to say. Let's start with your full name, please?

THE WITNESS: Izabella Lima.

THE COURT: Very good.

DIRECT EXAMINATION

BY MS. WALLER:

Q. Izabella, where do you live?

A. Conway.

Q. And how long have you lived in Conway?

A, For nine years.

0. For nine years. Did you know the wvictim in this case,

David Roldan-Dimas?
A, Yes.

Q. And how did you know him?

A, He was my boyfriend.

Q. How long had you been dating him?

A, Dating? Two weeks.

Q. That sounds like a pretty fast progression, why was
that?

A, He was incredible, and I was waiting for him to ask me
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out because I really wanted to be his girlfriend because he was
the most incredible man that I've ever metf.
Q. I'll direct your attention to the day of June 19, 2023.

Do you remember that day?

A. Yes.
Q. Do you remember what you were doeing that day?
A. It was the day after Father's Day, and I woke up with a

good morning message because David used to wake up at 5:00 a.m.
to go to work, s¢ I woke up, went to work, talked to him
throughout the day, and it was a normal Monday, we worked.
Like he was saying before, that day, he got promoted because he
worked operating heavy machines, so he worked the whole day
under the sun, and that day he got promoted to work on the
machine that had air conditioning, so he was really happy, and
we talked about it, and he wanted to go to the gym. He got
back home at 6:00 p.m., so he worked more than a 12-hour shift,
and I told him to stay home.

Q. Did you make plans to go to the gym with him, though?

A. Yeah. I told him to stay home, but he wanted to go to
the gym with me, and s¢ we made plans to meet at the gym.

Q. Okay. Were you meeting anyone else at the gym that
night?

A. I was going to wait for my brother, because he was at
Bible study, so I decided to wait for him after because I

didn't want him to go home alone.
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Q. And when you say, your brother, what's his name?
A. Caio Lima.

Q. Caio Lima?

A. Yes.

Q. How old was he at the time?

A. He was 17, he was a senicr in high school.

Q. How old were you at the time?

A. T was 22.

Q. Twenty-two?

A. Yes.

Q. And did you and David go to the gym that night and meet
up’?

A. Yeah. So we went around 9:00, I would say, I got there,
he got there. We worked out. We were used to working out
during summer. Planet Fitness offers free memberships for high
schooler's because it's summer, and it's usually the time that
it's really full because it's really hot during the day, so we
were used to working out at that time.

Okay. So what time would you say you and David arrived?
Around 9:00, 9:15, and then we worked out until 10:00.
Okay. Did you arrive together or in separate cars?
Separate cars.,

What kind of car did David drive?

He drove a Camaro.

O =0 =0 =0

Did he drive that to the gym that night?
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A. Yes, ma'am,
Q. After you finished working out, what did you do?
A. My brother called me and he was, like, are you at the

gym, I'm just in the Bible study. &and I'm like, yeah, I'm here
with David. He was like, I'm going, sc I don't like my brother
alone, again, I'm an older sister, so I decided to wait for my
brother, and I tcld David I was going to wait for Caic, and I
told him to go hcome, and he told me that he would never leave
me there waiting alone. He was, like, I will be with you, I
will never let you alone here. So he waited with me until my

brother finished working out.

Q. Did you and David wait inside the gym or outside the
gym?
A. We waited outside the gym inside of my car. His car was

parked in front of us, and it was my car, and my brother was
parked right next to me. So we were all together, and we
waited inside my car.

Q. What did you do while you waited?

A. We were talking, just very distracted. David hadn't
seen his family for weeks at that point, like, two weeks, I
think, and he was watching YouTube videos to how to cut his
brother's hair, because he was telling me how much he wanted to
learn to cut his brother's hair, and he was planning to -- we
were planning a date for Friday. So that was Monday, because

he was leaving Tuesday, the day after, because he didn't spend
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Father's Day with his dad, and then we were going to see each
other Friday.

Q. And you said that he didn't see his family. Was he from
Horry County?

A. No. David was from York, South Carolina, and he was
here to be in cocllege.

Q. Okay after Caio finished working out, what did he do?

A. Calio headed to the truck, his truck, right next to mine,
and then as soon as David came, I saw him. Caio came to the
car right next to mine, and he kissed my forehead, he said, I
love you, I'll see you tomorrow, I'll see you Friday, and he
got out, he hugged my brother, and they talked, and then he
walked to his car.

Q. What did you do?

A. I turned the car on, and my brother reversed and left,
and I reversed, and I just paying attention on driving, so I
just started driving out of the gym.

Q. Did you see where David went when he got out of your car

after you talked to Caio?

A, He was walking towards his car.
Q. Did you see him get in his car?
A. I did not see him get in his car. The moment I

reversed, I was already loocking back and paying attention to
the -- to the traffic.

Q. So were you following Caio, is that what you just said?
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A. Yes, I was right behind my brother.

Q. Okay. And so did you guys leave the parking lot around
the same time, yoﬁ and your bkrother?

A, Oh, vyeah, I was right behind him.

Q. Okay. So did anything happen as you were leaving that
caught your attention?

A, Yes. We heard two loud noises, and I was, like,
connecting my phone to the music, just, like, driving, and I
heard two loud noises, and when I look, there's an
intersection. When I look, my car's -- my brother -- sorry,
I'm nervous. My brother's car -- a Charger, a gray Charger,
drove from the main street and almost hit my brother, so my
brother was to the side, and he swerved around my brother, and
then I saw a black man running through the field, and when I --
when I saw the car almost -- almost hitting my brother, I
called my brother immediately, and he didn't answer me, but I
could hear what he was talking, and he said to the guy running:
Hey, man, do you need help? Do you need help? Do you need a
ride? And all I could hear is the guy saying, he stole my car,
he stole my car. So we were under the impression that the
person running had had his car stolen, so we wanted to help
him,

Q. Okay. So you said you heard loud noises. Did you know
what the noises were?

A, It really sounded like gunshotis,
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Q. Okay. And when you -- after you saw the guy running,
did he stop and talk to your brother? Could you see him
talking to your brother?

A. He didn't stop. He talked while he was running, so my
brother and him were talking very loud. My brother put the —-
the window down, you know, to help him, and yeah, man, do you
need to ride? Do you need help? And he was, like, no, he
stole my car, he stole my car, and he just kept running and he
was running really fast.

Q. Okay. What did your brother, Caio, do?

A, He wanted to help the guy, and he decided to chase the
Charger, and then he was, like, Bella, I'm gonna end the call
right now, and I have to call 911, and I'm, like, I'm right
behind you, so I follcowed my brother,

Q. So you followed, how far did you follow your brother?

A. Up to the -- up to the point where the Charger parked in
the Post (ph) Way in Carolina Forest. There's a post -- postal
office, and he parked it there, and so I followed my brother up
to that point, and then I followed my brother back home when we
were going back home.

Q. You and your brother live together?

A, Yes.

Q. With your parents or by yourself?

A, Yes, ma'am, with my parents.

Q. Okay. And when you got home, what did you do?
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A. So I was driving home, and we both called 911, as well,
and that's when Caio gave them the license plate, and
everything, and we explained what happened, and when I was
already getting in the neighborhood, I started calling David,
and I called him once, and then it went to the voice mail, and
then I called him twice, and by the third call, I was already
parking at my house, and my -- my brother parked in the -- in
the driveway, and I put my window down, and I told Caio,
David's not answering the phone, and it was gunshots, so that's
when it really settled, like, and then Caio jumped in my car
saying, let's go back to the gym, so, yeah.

Q. So did you go kack to the gym?

A. I did.

0. Did you drive, or did Caio drive? ]
A, I drove.

Q. Did Caio ride with you?

A. Yes.

Q. When you got back to the gym, what did you see?

A. I saw cops, and I saw David's body on the floor
shirtless.
Q. Did you know what had happened to him at that point?

A. No, I had no idea.
Q. Did you know he was deceased at that point?
A, I had no idea. I thought -- so a lady come to me and

she said, oh, I'm so sorry, he got shot in the arm. So, okay,
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it was in the arm, you know, I don't know why, I just thought,
if it's in the arm, I was, like, oh, maybe, you know, he cannot
move, so I kept telling the cop, hey, please tell him when he
wakes up that I'm here, because his family was far away, and he
was very lonely, he's a college student who worked full time,
so he hated to be alone, so I kept telling the cops, tell him
that I'm here, and they were -- you know, I think they just,
they didn't want to tell me right away, and I kept waiting
around, and there was a lot of cops, and me and my brother just
got on cur knees in the gym parking lot and we started praying.

Q. Did you learn later that night that David had died?

A, So I was really insist -- I was insisting a lot to the
cops to let me get close to him because I didn't want him to be
alone, because I -- I thought he was -- I thought he just
couldn't move, and that's when a cop turned to me and, I told
him, hey, sir, please, just let me talk to him, just let me
tell him I'm here, and then he was, like, ma', am, he's not --
he's not awake, and I'm, like, when he wakes up, let me go near
him so I can be there when he wakes up, and he looked at me and
was like, ma'am, he's dead.

Q. The night before that, when you were in the parking lot
with David and Caio came out, did you see anything that caught
your attention before you left?

A, No, not at all, and we -- we -- we both went to the gym

every day religiously. It was like a second home to us.
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Did you know the man that you saw running?
No.

He was a stranger to yﬁu?

Yeah.

You were in court just a moment ago when we watched a

video that's kind of far away, but from Detrick's. Did you see

that?
A.
Q.
A.

Q.

Yes.
Is your car visikle in that video?
Yes, ma'am.

So do you know about how much time passed between when

you left and when David got shot?

A.

Seconds. He died in seconds after he left my car. He

got in his car and he just died. He just got shot.

Q.

QOkavy.

MS. WALLER: Court's indulgence. No further

guestions, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Cross-Examination?

MR. GARDNER: Nc¢, Your Honor.

THE CQURT: All right. Yc¢u may step down.

MR. MARTIN: Your Honor, the State calls Caio Lima.

THE COURT: Mr. Lima, please come forward. I'm going

to ask vou to approach the Clerk, place your left hand on the

Bible and raise your right as the Clerk administers the cath.

THE CLERK: Do you solemnly swear or affirm the
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evidence you're about toc give the Court in this case will be
the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, so help
you God?

THE WITNESS: Yes, ma'am,

THE COURT: Have a seat in the witness chair, please,
sir, pull up real close to that microphone, and speak loudly,
clearly, and slowly in order for us to hear everything that you
have to say. Start with your full name, please, sir,.

THE WITNESS: My name is Calo Lima.

THE COURT: Very good.

DIRECT EXAMINATION

BY MR. MARTIN:

Q. Caio, where do you live?
A. Conway.

Q. And do you work?

A. I do.

Where do you work?

= &

I'm a sushi man in a restaurant and in the afternoons

and the morning I'm working construction.

Q. How old are you?
k. I'm 19,
Q. I want to direct your attention to June 19, 2023. How

old were you back then?
A, Seventeen.

Q. and were you still in high school?
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1 was.

Did you know the wvictim in this case, David?
I did. |

How did you know him?

He was my sister's boyfriend.

And on that date, did you see him?

I did.

And where were you at when you saw him?

At the gym, Planet Fitness, to be exact.

And which Planet Fitness was it?

I don't know the exact address, but it's close to 501,

in front of Taco Bell, next to the furniture store, the car

wash.
Q.
A.
Q.
A,

Q.

In Horry County?

Exactly.

How did you get to the gym that day?
I drove there.

About, approximately, I know it's been a while, about

what time was it do you think when you got there?

A.

Around 10:00.
And what was he deing when you got there?

They were -~ him, David and my sister were leaving the

And your sister's Izabella?

Correct.
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Q. When they were leaving the gym and you got there, did

David go ahead and leave, o¢r did he stay home?

A. He did not leave, he stayed.

Q. And at some point, did David leave?
A, He did.

Q. When would that have been?

A, Only after I was done working out.

Q. And was David driving his car?

L. He was.

Q. What kind of car was that?

A. A black Camaro.

Q. And were you driving separately from your sister?

A. I was.

Q. What kind of wvehicle was that?

A, A blue truck.

Q. If T showed you a diagram or this, we've already put it

into evidence, this map of the parking lot, would you be able
to identify it and talk a little bit about where you were at in
the parking lot?
A. Yes.
Q. Ckay.
MR. MARTIN: Your Honor, just like with the previous
witnesses, could I ask that Mr. Lima come off the stand?
THE CQURT: Certainly.

MR. MARTIN: We're going to start with State's 3,
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which 1s a more zoomed in version here. Could you identify
where Planet Fitness is located on this? All right. And where

about were you parked that day?

A, (indicating.)
Q. And David's car?
A, (indicating.)

Q. Okay. And I think you previously testified to walking
out with David. When you walked out with him, what happened?

A. So I walked out of the gym after I was done working out,
they were both in the car. As I approached my car, which was
parked right next to my sister's, he said bye to my sister, and
he approached me, and we hugged, for the first time, actually.
We were still getting to know each other a little more, and we
talked a little bit, just normal talk, how was your day kind of
thing, good workout, and I remember the last thing I told him

was, be safe, brother.

Q. Were you the last person to talk to him?
A. Yeah.

Q. Who left first, you, your sister, him?
A. I did.

Q. And when you exited, which way did you go out of the
parking lot, do you remember?

A. Yes, I do. I backed up right here (indicating.) I
moved forward all the way up to the stop sign. On the stop

sign, I waited a little bit because I was connecting my phone
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to the car to play music. My window was rolled up and I was
playing music, and I took a right turn towards Glenn Road, and
I heard two popping noises. At the moment I didn't recognize
it as gunshots, I thought it was literally potholes hitting my
truck. As I moved forward to the next stop sign and
intersection, I noticed my sister was behind me already, we
were both out the gym, we started moving forward after we made
it across the intersection passing through still in the stop
sign. When I made it about the past this stop sign coming
towards here, there was a car coming very fast on this main
road right here, and he swerved around me.

Q. Did you get a good look at the color of the car?

A. Yes, I did. After he passed me, he was right in front
of me, and I did.

0. And what color was it?

Silver.

e

Q. Okay, keep going.

A. As I'm approaching closer to the car wash in the open
field, I noticed a gentleman running very, very, very fast
across this field, and I'm moving forward with him, and he's
also running next to me. I lowered down my right side window,
and I start asking him questions. The gentleman was very
agitated, and I noticed he had a hood on and a medical mask
covering his whole face, all I could see was his eyes and

pants.
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Q. Did you get a good look at his skin color by chance?
A. I did.
Q. What was the color of his skin?
A. Black.
Q. Okay. And did you speak to him?
A. I did.
Q. What was that conversation?
L. He was very agitated, he was fumbling over his words, I

asked him what was going on and I just started following him so
I didn't know what was going to happen, and he told me his car

got stolen, and I asked him if he wanted to get in the car and

if he needed help or something.

Q. Had he stopped, or was he still running when you were
having this conversation?

A. S5till running.

Q. And what happened next?

A. 50 he said, nc, he's gecod, he ran the other way and
stopped paying attention to me because I was still driving, and
I decided to follow the car in front of me. By the time I made
a decision, my sister was already calling me. I already had
answered the phone prior to that, I wasn't talking to her
because I was having a conversation with the gentleman. So I
told my sister I was going to follew the car, she insisted I
didn't, I still did. I hang up the phone, my sister called

911, and I was in pursuit with the silver car.
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Q. Now, why did you follow that silver car?

A. Just felt like the right thing to do.

Q. I want to direct your attention to, this is a more
zoomed out version. It's State's 4. Qkay, now where 1s the
gym on this one, where's the car wash?

A. (Indicating.)

0. A1l right. Can you show the jury kind of the route you
took as you were following this, I think you called it silver
car; 1is that right?

A, Correct. By that time I just had a lock at it as a
silver car.

O. Okay. So which way were you going?

A. So we were going still up Glenn Road, Glenfield Road,
and I still had my eye on the car the whole time as we were
still driving by this road all the way up to this stop sign, I
still had to look at him, T was pretty close to him. Once we
took a right towards Carolina Forest Boulevard, I still could
have a visual towards him. Once we started getting closer and
closer, we passed the ER, this is a bank, and we stopped at
this intersection, which is a light. He went through the red
light towards Postal Way, I didn't, I stopped at the red light,
and after it turned green --

Q. Go ahead, I'm sorry.

A. After it turned green, I turned towards Postal Way, and

I noticed his car on the post office all the way here. He was
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parked around this corner, and I noticed him all the way here,

I could notice it's a pretty open place,

towards the post office. I drove

pretty close to it, I was able to

license plate, color, make,
Q. Qkay.
I may have asked you this,
repetitive,
A. I did.

Q. And what did you do next?

=g

Gave the police all of the

Q. After that, did you go home?
p.A

I did.

the time I backed up they already drove away,

I couldn't really give the cops anymore information,

model.

You can have a seat.

4 couple seconds after I backed up,

and I decided to turn
inside, drove about here, got

identify the car perfectly,

After identifying the car,

and I'm sorry if I'm being

did you call the police?

information.

I noticed by
and by that time

so hang up

the call, decided to call my sister, and we decided to go home.

Q. Where was your sister when you called her?

4. Right behind me, a couple feet,.

Q. Did she follow you the whole way home?

A. Yes, she did.

Q. What happened when you got back to your house?

A So I parked right away. We were not on the call
anymore. I was shooken up after everything that happened. I

parked on the driveway,

she didn't park, which I thought was

weird because she parks right behind me, and she lowered down
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her window, and I was like, everything okay? She asked me,
something's gotta be wrong, Dave does not answer my calls, it
doesn't matter if I call him once, he picks up, no matter what,
so something is going on. Can we go, please check? I was,
like, one hundred percent, let's go right now. So I hopped in
the car with her, and I started driving towards back to Planet
Fitness.

Q. Did you go to Planet Fitness?

A, We did.

Q. What did you see when you got there?

A, A lot of lights. Those lightis were ambulance and cop
lights.

Q. And did you get out of the car and walk up to the crime
scene?

A. We did.

Q. What did you see?
" A, We saw David's car crashed right into another one.

Q. At this time did you know David had died?

A. No.

Q. Did you at some point find out he had died?

A. I did.

Q. Can you explain how you found out?

A. I went around where his car was crashed, and I Jjust saw

his lifeless body sitting there, and I saw his eyes were

closed, he wasn't moving, and from that, I could take the guess
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that he wasn't with us anymore.

Q. You've heard, I think, some testimony about a
surveillance video from Detrick's Car Wash. Have you had an
opportunity to watch that video?

A. Yes, I did.

Q. If we were to play it, could you point out to the jury
sort of where your truck was, your sister's car, and this
vehicle that you saw?

A. Yes, I could.

Q. Qkay.

MR. MARTIN: Your Honor, could we move the TV back?

THE COQURT: Yes.

MR. MARTIN: OCnce we get it set up, I'll ask you
again to just come off the stand and just point for the jury of
what we're looking at, if that's okay.

Q. While we're getting all this set up, I have another
guestion, and I may have skipped over it, I apclogize. You
previously testified to calling 911. Did you give the police
or the dispatch operator the tag number off of that silver car?

A. Yes, I did.

Q. And again, it's your testimony that that was, in fact,
the car that you saw?

A, Yes, 1it.

MR. MARTIN: Sorry, technology. Your Honor, at this

time, we would like to play State's 2 again. It's already been
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admitted into evidence and published to the jury.
THE COURT: You may do so.
{video playing)
Q. All right, Caio, if you don't mind coming down and just

stand to the side. Does this look to be the surveillance video
that you viewed?

A. Yes.

Q. So while we're getting started here, point out to the
jury where Planet Fitness i1s, and roughly, can you —-- 1 know
it's tough, but can you tell generally where you were parked in

the general area on that video, 1f you den't mind?

A, (Indicating.)

Q. Okay. And whereabouts would David's car have been, same
area?

4. A little bit forward. It was one car off in front to
the right.

Q. Had you seen the gray Charger yet at this point? So

while you're leaving the —--
MR. MARTIN: Go back.

Q. In the video where you're parked, did you see the gray
Charger as you were walking to your truck?

A, I could.

Q. When did you first see it?

A. Only after I approcached the intersection past it, and it

was about right here (indicating.)
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Q. If you don't mind, once you see a car that you identify,
let us know.

A. Of course.

MR. MARTIN: Court's indulgence, Judge. The video

exited out.

Q. Just for the jury's benefit, what's the time on the top
left-hand corner?

A. 2302.

Q. and that would be consistent with the time, roughly,
that you left?

A, Correct. And that is me right there pulling out.

0. Okay, point again one more time.
A, That's my truck.
Q. Thank you. Is that your sister's car behind you?
A, Coming right behind me, correct.
Q. Is that you making a right-hand turn?
A. Correct.
Q. Let me know if you see the vehicle.
A, A silver Charger cocming through very fast.
Q. Got 1it.
MR, MARTIN: Ckay. Hit play.
A. Already passed the intersection, he comes around me,

gentleman running across the field.
Q. Okay. And which one is your wvehicle?

A. Blue truck right here {(indicating.)
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Q. Can you point out the gentleman running acress the
field?

A. (indicating.)

Q. Okay. Is your sister behind you?

A. Correct. And by this time I sped up to catch up to the
running guy.

Q. So where you ultimately talk to the defendant, is that
on this video or outside of the video?

A. It's outside of the wvideo.

Q. Got it. And pricr to that day, had you ever seen
Abdullah Seifullah?

A. Never.

Q. Did you know who he was?

A. No clue.

Q. And on that day, did you even know who the gentleman was
that you were talking to?

A. No.

Q. Other than testifying here today, does that conclude
your involvement in this case?

A. Correct.

Q. Please answer any questions that Mr. Gardner may have,
and we can move the TV.

THE COURT: Mr. Gardner?
MR. GARDNER: No, sir, no gquestions.

THE COURT: You may step down, and you're free to
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leave.

MR. MARTIN: May we approach, Judge?

THE COURT: Yes.

THE COURT: Mr. Foreman, ladies and gentlemen of the
jury, that concludes the testimony that we will receive today.
We'll start at 9:30, 9:30 sharp in the morning. Be here and be
here on time. I've noticed that we have some members from the
media here today, and I'm going to order and direct that if you
were to happen to see that in the newspaper, on the news, to
divert your attention from that. You need to base your
decision on what transpires here in this courtroom. Y'all have
heard where this took place, it's a very prominent place that
many of you are probably familiar with. Do not go by there and
do any independent investigation. You need to make sure that
you resolve this matter on what transpires here in this
courtroom. This i1s a proceeding that's governed by the Rules
of Evidence, the Rules of Criminal Procedure, so it would be
inappropriate for you to do that. Does everybody understand
that? Also, I'll remind you, no social media and no
independent investigation on the Internet. Does everybody
understand that?

THE JURY: Yes.

THE CQURT: All right. And do not discuss the case
amongst yourselves or anyone else, there will probably be a

pericd of time where you're gathered in the jury room in the
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morning. Mr. Foreman, I'm going to ask that you enforce the
rule and there be no discussion about the case. We'll sece
y'all in the merning. I also want to encourage you to get a
good night's rest. Sometimes people don't have to work the
next day might stay up and watch late night TV, but these are
important matters, so we need to be alert, we need to be
attentive, so we'll see y'all in the morning at 9:30, 9:30
sharp. Thank you.
(Jury exited the courtroom at this time)

THE COURT: anything from the State?

MS. WALLER: No, sir, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Anything from the Defendant?

MR. GARDNER: ©No, Your Honor.

THE COURT: We will recess until 9:30 in the morning.

(Concluded for the day Tuesday, June 3, 2025 at 4:05 p.m.)

(Whereupon proceedings reconvened Wednesday, June 4, 2025)

THE COURT: Anything from the State before we
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1 proceed?

2 MS. WALLER: No, Your Honor.

3 THE COURT: Anything from the defense?

4 MR. GARDNER: WNo, Your Hormnor.

5 THE COURT: We're ready for the jury.

6 {Jury entered the courtroom at this time)

7 THE COURT: Mr. Foreman, ladies and gentlemen of the

8 jury, good morning. Everybody looks well rested and ready to
9 proceed with testimony. Pay very close attention. The State,
10 you recognize,
11 MS. WALLER: Your Honcr, the State calls Dana
12 Maldonado. Thank you.
13 THE CQURT: 1I'll ask, if you could, approach the
14 Clerk, place your left hand on the Bible, raise your right, as
15 she administers the oath.
16 THE CLERK: Do you sclemnly swear or affirm the
17 evidence you're about to give the Court in this case will be
18 the truth, the whele truth and nothing but the truth, so help
19 you God?
20 THE WITNESS: Yes.
21 DANA MALDONADO WAS DULY SWORN AT THIS TIME AND
22 TESTIFIED AS FOLLOWS:
23 THE COURT: Have a seat in the witness chalr, please,
24 ma'am. I'm going to ask that you pull up real close to that

25 micropheone, speak loudly, clearly and slowly in order so we can





10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

145

133

hear everything that you have to say. Let's start with your

full name, please, ma'am?

BY MS.

X

=R &

little.

>0

THE WITNESS: Dana Maldonado.
THE COURT: Very good. Yes, ma'am.
DIRECT EXAMINATION
WALLER:
Good morning. Where do you live?
I live —- my full address?
If you deon't mind, Jjust because your address is relevant
case.
4906 Brightwater Court.
Okay. Is that in Myrtle Beach?
Yes.
And how long have you lived there?
Fourteen years.
MS. WALLER: May I approach the witness, Your Honor?
THE COURT: Yes, ma'am.
MS. WALLER: I'm just gonna push that microphone up a
Is that okay? Okay.
So you said you've lived there for 14 years?
Yes, ma'am.
Who lives there with you?
At -- right now I'm alocne.
Right now alone? What about back in June of 20237

My husband, Bartolo, and my son, Caleb.
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Q. How old was your scn back then?
A. He was 18.
0. I'm gonna direct your attention to this case that we're

here for today. Do you know the defendant, Abdullah Seifullah?

A. Yes.

Q. How do you know him?

A I know him from a mutual person, Brandon.

Q. Brandon. Can you give me his full name?

A. Brandon Huertas.

Q. How do you know Brandon Huertas?

A He's the father to my great niece and great nephew, so

he's my niece's kid's father.

Q. If I show you a picture of Brandon, can you identify
him?
A. Yes.

MS. WALLER: May I apprcach the witness, Your Honor?
THE COURT: Yes.
Q. I'm going to show you what's been marked as State's
Exhibit 95. 1Is that Brandon Huertas?
A. Yes.
MS. WALLER: At this time, Your Honor, the State
moves to introduce 95 into evidence and publish to the Jjury.
THE COURT: Any cbjection from the defense?
MR. GARDNER: Relevance, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Pardon?
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MR. GARDNER: Relevance. We object under the grounds
of relevance.

THE COURT: I will allow it in.

(State's Exhibit No. 95 was admitted into evidence.)

MS. WALLER: Thank you. And we're gonna project
these on the TV, as well.

Q. You said that you met Abdullah Seifullah through Brandon
Huertas. Tell me how that came about.

MS. WALLER: Wait, let's pause for a second while we
get it. Thank you. I'm sorry about that. Thank you for your
patience.

Q. So you sald that you met the defendant, Abduliah
Seifullah through Brandon Huertas, who you just saw a
photograph of. When did that occur?

A, It occurred -- I don't recall the date.

Q. Would it be -- does it refresh your recollection if I
tell you that the incident we're here for today occurred around
June 19, 20232

A. Yeah, it was the Saturday before that.

Q. Okay. And I believe that was on a Monday, if that's --

A, Yes.

Q. So did you know where Brandon is from? Where doces he
live?

A, In Connecticut.

Q. Okay. Did he travel to Myrtle Beach that weekend?
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He was traveling down and came through Myrtle Beach,

And when he arrived on Saturday, did you see him that

I saw him that night, yes.

That night. Where did you see him?

They came to our house,.

Who came with him.

Abdullah.

And do you know how they got to Myrtle Beach?
They drove in a silver Nissan Sentra.

Do you know who it belonged to?

It was his daughter's.

Ckay. And did they spend the night at your house that

No.

Do you know where they stayed?

From what they told me they stayed at Planet Fitness.
MR. GARDNER: 1I'm going to c¢biject to "they," Your

I don't know who "they" is. Hearsay.

Can you tell me where Brandon Huertas and 2Zbdullah

Seifullah stayed the Saturday night they arrived in Myrtle

Beach?

A,

Planet Fitness.

MR. GARDNER: Okay, I'm going to object. I don't
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think she has any personal knowledge of that, Your Honor.
THE COURT: Overruled.
BY M3, WALLER:

Q. So did you see them again the following day?

A, Yes.

Q. Where did you see him the next day? I think, I believe
we're on Sunday now. Okay. That would be June 18, 2023; is
that correct?

A, Yes, ma'am.

Q. Okay. Where did you see them on that Sunday?

A. On that Sunday, there was a fender bender in that
vehicle that they were driving, so we ended up picking up
Brandon at Walgreens, and then once Abdullah was finished with
the accident report, he came to our house with the car.

Q. Okay. Did Abdullah drive the Sentra car that they drove
from Connecticut to your house that day?

A, I don't know.

Q. You don't know. Do you know if he drove it anywhere
away from the accident scene?

A, Just away from the accident scene, as far as I know.

Q. Okay. You're not sure where it ended up that day. And
what did you do that Sunday after the accident?

A. I went to my mom's for some dinner, I drove around a
bit, and then I came home.

0. Okay. And when you said you drove around, did you drive
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your car?
A. Yes.
Q. What kind of car did you drive?
A. A silver Dodge Charger.
Q. If I show you a picture of that, could you recognize
that car?
A, Yes.
MS. WALLER: May I approach, Your Honor.
THE COURT: Yes.
Q. I'm going to show you what's been marked as State's

Exhibit €1. Do you reccgnize this?

A. Yes.
Q. Is this your car?
A. Yes.

MS. WALLER: Your Honor, the State moves to introduce
this into evidence and publish to the jury?
MR. GARDNER: No obkjection, Your Honor.
THE CQOURT: It's into evidence without objection.
(State's Exhibit No. 61 was admitted into evidence)
Q. Okay. And so did Abdullah Seifullah and Brandon Huertas
spend the night at your house on Brightwater Court that Sunday
night?
A. Yes.
Q. Where did they stay in your house?

i They stayed in my spare bedroom in the front of my
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house.
Q. Okay. Did both of them stay in there or just -- did
Brandon and 2bdullah stay there, or just one or the other?
A. Abdullah stayed in the bedroom, and Brandon slept on the

couch.

Q. Okay. Did they have any belongings, or did the
defendant -- when I say the defendant, I mean Abdullah
Seifullzh who's present in court. Did the defendant have any
belongings with him?

A. As far as I know, yes. I didn't see them bring,
persconally, anything in.

Q. Okay. Where were you working back in 2023 in July --
June?

A. Sparks Toyota.

Q. And what did you do there?

A. I was a cashier there.

Q. So did you assist Brandon Huertas in getting his car
repaired at Sparks Toycta?

A. I did. I drove the vehicle Monday morning to my job to
see if they can look at it to get it fixed.

Q. And what was the ultimate result of that?

A. They couldn't fix it, so we ended up sending it to Evans
Family Ceollision.

Q. And how long would it take that car to be repaired at

Evans Family Collision?
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It probably was going to take about four or five days.

Okay. Was the car in its condition after that accident

drivable back to Connecticut?

A.
Q.
A

Q.

No.
So you said you drove that car? Who drove your car?
Brandon.

Okay. And after he -- so, I'm sorry, I'm just backing

up a bit. Did you stay at work after you drove the Sentra to

your job?

A

Q.

>

Q.
A

of the

Q.

Yes. I worked open to close that day.

What time was that?

It's 7:00 to 6:00, 7:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.

And when you needed tc be picked up, how did you get
up?

Brandon and Abdullah picked me up.

And what did Branden and Abdullah pick you up in?

My car.

Do you recall who was driving your car?

I didn't see who was driving my car. They were both out
car when I got out of work.

Do you recall who drove when they took you back to your

hcuse at Brightwater Court?

a.

Q.

I drove.

You drove yourself. Okay. And that night did Brandon

Huertas and Abdullah Seifullah spend the night at your house?
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A. No.

Q. They did not? This 1s the night of the incident, so
we're back to that night. 8o we're talking Monday morning at
this point, June 19, 2020. Okay. So once you got home, what
did you do?

A. From work, I got home and my husband and I had gotten
into a really bad argument because he wasn't happy with them
being there still, because it was just supposed to be a gquick
in and out. So we got into a bad argument and then I ended up
leaving to go to the vape store to get a vape and —-

Q. Qkay. 1I'm sorry. Did you go to the vape store alone,
or did someone go with you?

A, No. When I was in the car, Abdullah came out and he got

in the passenger side and came with me to the vape store.

Q. Did you drive your Dodge Charger that we saw a picture
of?
A. Yes.

Around what time was that?

Q
A, I believe it was about 7:00.
Q After you left the wvape store, where did you go?
A Home.

Q. If I show you this aerial map that's been introduced
into evidence, can you show me where your house is on this map?

This is State's Exhibit number 4. 1I'm going to show it to you.

It's already in evidence. Can you orient yourself? There's
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Q. Up there? So she's pointing 4906 Brightwater Court.

What kind of residence is that?

A. It's condos.

Q. Condos. So it looks like it's in pretty close proximity

to this Planet Fitness. Can you point to the Planet Fitness?

A. {indicating.} Yes.

Q. adbout how far is that?

A. I would say a couple of miles.

Q. A couple of miles. OQkay. So that night, once you
Abdullah Seifulla are return to your apartment, where was

Brandon Huertas at?

A. He was in the house, in the living room, I belleve.

Q. After vyou returned to your apartment from the vape
did you leave again that night?
Al No.

Q. What did you do that night?

and

shop,

A. I sat in the living room for a while and was trying to

figure out how to get them home.

Q. Okay. Did you take any action to try to help get them
home?
A I was looking up flights.

Q. Okay. Where did Brandon Huertas and Abdullah Seifullah

go?
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A. They were in the living room.

Q. Did they leave your apartment after you returned home
from the wvape shop?

A. Yes.

Q. How did Brandon Huertas and Abdullah Seifullah leave the

apartment?

A. Brandon asked me if he can use my car so they can go to
Walmart.

Q. Do you know what time that was?

A, I want to say about 8:45, because I remember Brandon

asking me what time it gets dark.

Q. Okay. And did Brandon Huertas and Abdullah Seifullah
take your car and leave the apartment at that point?

A. Yes.

Q. While they were gone, what did you do?

A. I was watching TV, still looking, trying to figure out
now to get them out and trying to calm my husband down a bit.
Q. So were you still having an argument with him about

their presence?

A. Yes.

Q. Were you in communication with Brandon Huertas or
Abdullah Seifullah while they were away from your apartment
that night?

A, I was texting both of them to figure out what the plan

was.
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1 Q. Did you have Brandon Huertas' phone number before they

2 arrived, before the defendant and Brandon arrived that day?

3 A. Yes.

4 Q. Do you recall what that phone number is?

5 A, I don't know it.

6 Q. If I show you a text conversation, do you think this

7 would refresh your recollection?

8 MS. WALLER: May I apprcach, Your Honor?
9 THE COURT: Yes.
10 Q. I'm going to show you what's been marked as State's

11 Exhibit 63, and I believe that you've seen this, this is a

12 report from your cell showing some text messages. Will you

13 lock through those and tell me if those look like text messages
14 you remember sending and receiving back then?

15 A. Yes.

16 Q. And can you tell me the two phone numbers those are

17 between. It's hard to see, but --

18 A. I don't recall the phone, the actual phone numbkers, no.
19 Q. That's okay, you can read. They're on the form. Well,
20 the first one is 475-236-1480. The second number is

21 843-457-0631. Is that your phone number?

22 A. Yes.

23 Q. And if you look at it and read it, can you tell who you
24 were talking to in that conversatiocon?

25 A, Brandoen.
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Q. Okay. 8o 1s that your recollection, now that you'wve
seen that, that that's Brandon's phone number?
A. Yes.
Q. Is that a text conversation between you and Brandon's
phone?

MS. WALLER: And Your Honor, at this point the State
would like to introduce into evidence and publish to the jury.
MR. GARDNER: No objection, Your Honor.
THE COURT: It's into evidence. You may publish.
(State's Exhibit No. 63 was admitted into evidence)

Q. Okay. And we're looking at the messages, so -- may I
lcok at your copy for one second? So 1f you leook at the
bubbles, the green bubble says "from," and it's got a phone
number, that 875 number, is that a Brandon's phone number?

A, Yes.

Q. Okay. And then it says "two," and then it has your
phone number; is that correct?

A. Yes.

Q. So the green is Brandon texting you, and the blue is

your responses; is that correct?

A. Yes.

Q. Okay. So when you read it? What does the first one
say?

A. QOkay, I'm here.

Q. And then the second one?
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A. I'm really waiting so I can go to bed.
Q. And what -- can you tell me what date and time that was
sent?

A. That was on the 18th at 10:38 a.m.

Q. Okay. So that's the day before the murder. Keep going.
And then the next one? Read the next one, the blue one.

A Where did y'all stay at?

Q Okay. What the response?

A In the whip. Couldn't find a room.

Q OCkay. So we'll stop right there for a moment. You
said, you testified earlier that Brandon Huertas and Abdullah
Seifullah did not spend the night at your house on the night of
the 18th. Does that appear to be what that text conversation
is referencing?

A. Yes.

Q. Okay. So let's go to the next one, and can you tell me
the date and time, this is a few minutes later.

A, This is Dullah. He's sleeping in the back seat.

Q. Who did you understand "Dullah" to be?

A, Bbdullah.

Q. Okay. And who, when he says, he's sleeping in the back
seat, do you know what that means?

A. Just that he was sleeping in the back seat.

Q. Do you think he means Brandon Huertas?

A. Yes. Sorry.
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Q. Sorry, that was an inaudible answer. Keep going. Okay,
and read the next one.

A, Damn, dude, I'm sorry. All right, I'll be on the move
in a little while.

Q. Keep going down. Okay. Can you read this one?

A. All right. I have a Planet Fitness membership, so I'm
gonna run in here and shower. How much time we got until
you're ready?

Q. What date and time was that message sent to you?

A. That was on 6/18 at 10:42 a.m.

Q. and at this point, is it your understanding that even
though it was Brandon's phone, you were speaking to Abdullah
Seifullah?

A. Yes.

Q. Okay. And then you respond with --

A. I would say by 12:30 the latest.

Q. QOkay. And then he responds?

A All right, I'm going in there and leaving his phone in
the car.

Q. And the next one is a phone number. Can you read that
number for us?

A. 475-236-1480.

Q. The actual -- the number off the text, right above where
it says "two," that's the actual, what number is that?

A. 843-457 -- I'm sorry.
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1 Q. It's okay. I'll show you what I'm talking about.
2 A, 203-919-6372.
3 Q. Do you know who that phone number belongs to?
4 A. No.
5 Q. So -- okay, keep going down. Okay. Then the next text,
3 what does the next one say?
7 A. That's my number.
8 Q. Whose number did you understand that to be?
9 A. Ahdullah?
10 Q. Keep going down. You say okay.
11 A Ckay.
12 Q. So at this peoint did you have Abdullah Seifullah's phone
13 number?
14 A. Yes.
15 Q. Okay. Let's get back. That's all, from what we just

16 read and you just looked at it, was that all from June 18,

17 20237
18 A. Yes.
19 Q. Okay. And let's get back to the night of June 1%2th.

20 You said that you were at home and Abdullah Seifullah and

21 Brandon Huertas tock your silver Dodge Charger and left around
22 8:45. Do you recall when they got back?

23 A, I don't recall the time.

24 0. Okay.

25 A, I just remember them coming in the house.
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Q. Did they say anything? Did Brandon Huertas or Abdullah
Seifullah say anything to you when they came back in the house?

A Abdullah did not. I really didn't even see him come in.
They actually came in, and went -- I think he went intoc the
bedroom, and Brandon came straight to me and handed me my keys
back.

Q. Okay. Where was your car at that point?

A. As far as I know, it was outside of the apartment.

Q. Did you later see your car parked outside of your
apartment complex?

A. I did.

Q. Okay. I'm gonna show you what's been marked as State's
Exhibit 47 and 46. Do you recognize these photcecs? What's in
it?

A, My wvehicle.

Q. Okay. What can you see behind your wvehicle?
A. That's my apartment.
Q. Okay. Are these fair and accurate representations of

what your car and apartment actually loocked like then?
A, Yes.

MS. WALLER: Your Honor, at this point the State
would like to introduce 46 and 47 into evidence and publish to
the jury.

THE COURT: Any objection from the defense?

MR. GARDNER: No, sir, Your Honor.
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THE COURT: They're into evidence. You may publish
them.
(State's Exhibits Nos. 46 & 47 were admitted into evidence.)
BY MS. WALLER:
Q. So you can see, i1f I'm not mistaken, your apartment

complex in the back and your car parked out front?

A. Yes.
Q. Is that your car?
A. Yes.

Q. Okay. While Abdullah Seifullah Brandon Huertas had your
car that night, were you ~- I believe you testified that you
were looking up flights to try to get Brandon Huertas and
Abdullah Seifullah back home to Connecticut; is that correct?

A, Yes.

Q. Were you in any kind of phone communication with either
the defendant or Brandon Huertas during that time period that
your car was gonev?

A. I don't believe so.

Q. Let me show you another cell phone report, see if this
will refresh your recollection.

MR. GARDNER: Your Honor, I'm going to object that.
She didn't say she don't remember, she said, I don't believe
s0.

THE COURT: Hand on one second. Your objection?

MR. GARDNER: My objection is --
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THE COURT: Approach the bench.
{Off the record discussion was held at the bench by
Court and counsel.)
Q. Ckay. If I were to show you another text conversation
between you and the defendant, would that refresh your

recollection as to whether or not you've had any other further

communication?
A. Yes.
Q. I'm going to approach and show you what's been marked

since it was 77. And so look at this one, can you tell what
phone number that's from?

A, It looks like Abdullah's. B&bdullah's, because it's a
203 number.

Q. Okay. And then what about the other participant in the
conversation? I'll get back to this in one second.

MS. WALLER: Court's indulgence, o¢ne moment.

Q. Okay. I'm going to show you, will you read it and tell

me if this is a conversation you recall having with Abdullah

Seifullah wvia text that night.

A. Yeah.

Q. and I believe you previously --

A, I've read it.

Q. I just want you to tell me right now, if that refreshes

your recollection, did you have that conversation with Abdullah

Seifullah the night of the murder?
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1 A, Yes.

2 Q. Is at least a couple of the messages during that time

3 period I've previously refefenced when you said you didn't

4 think you talked to him, that those messages occurred during

5 that time pericd?

6 A. Yes, ma'am.

7 Q. And I believe it's very close in time to -- what time --
8 can you tell what time the first one is?

9 A. So it's 10:56.

10 Q. And then some of those, if you'll continue, are some of

11 those after your car was returned to you?

12 A. Yes.
13 Q. Qkay. Sc this includes both time periods.
14 MS. WALLER: Okay. Your Honor, the State would move

15 Exhibit 77 into evidence and publish to the jury.

16 MR. GARDNER: This is a part cof my original

17 objection, Your Honor, that would be part of this, also.
18 THE COQURT: OQOkay. It's into evidence over your

19 cbijecticn.

20 MS. WALLER: Thank you, Your Honor.
21 (State's Exhibit No. 77 was admitted into evidence.)
22 Q. Okay, I'll hand it back to you so you can see it. So

23 you're looking at, I believe the blue in this one is from, what
24 number is that from?

25 A, Abdullah's number.
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Q. Abdullah's number. And what does that first one say?

A. We're parked up, chilling, nothing went wrong, just not
rushing and doing anything stupid. Know that you're
appreciated, both of y'all.

Q. What time was that?

A, 10:56.

Q. &And then what's your response?

A. Thank you. Y'all good?

Q. Okay. Move on down. Let's read the next one. What
time is the next one, 10:587?

A. 10:58. He's cocl. He's cool. Still up.

Q. What's your response?

A. He's out.

Q. What time did you respond?

A. 11:13.

Q. Do you know what that's referring to?

A. I was == I'm thinking he was asking about my husband.

Q. And is that because ycu had that fight earlier about the

defendant's presence at your apartment?

Yes.

Okay. What's the next? Can you tell this one is two --

this texting?
To Abdullah.
What does it say?

What's your email?
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Q. Why were you asking for his email at that time?

A, Because I was trying to book a flight and needed his
information. |

Q. And what time was that?

A, That was at 11:49,

Q. What's the response?

A. He's still good?

Q. And your response?

A, Yes. Why?

Q. Okay. What's the next response?

A. Just making sure y'all not going to war.

Q. Is that in reference to the fight?

A. Yes.

Q. Keep going.

A. What time 1s the flight?

Q. And what time did you receive that message?

A, 12:19.

Q. Qkay.

A, I need your email address and Brandon's info and credit
card.

Q. Okay. Keep reading.

A, Flight will be at 7:15.

C. Okay. So that last text, what time was that?

A, 12:22.

Q. And what is the time of the one right after that?
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12:39.

So what does this text say? You can read 1t or you can

¥'all £'d up.

Okay. Do you know what that text i1s referring to?

I do.

Okay. 1Is that text from yocu or from Abdullah Seifullah?
That's from me.

What are you referring to in that text?

I was referring to that my scn had texted me saying that

the cops had him and his friend cutside, and after I went to

the door and I still didn't know what had transpired, I just

knew something happened in my wvehicle.

Q.

A,

=0 =B & T N &

=0

Okay.

So I text him and said, y'all messed up.
Okay. So what's their response?

What happened?

Okay.

And then question mark, question mark, question mark.
Okay. What's your response?

Don't come back.

What's the response to that?

Have our names?

Qkay.

You don't know what with the tickeis. We're on cur way
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back.

Q. Pause right there. Do you know where they were -- where
Abdullah Seifullah is on his way back té at that point?

A. {(No audible response.)

Q. What does that next one say?

A. Is Tolo fighting with you?

Q. Is Tolo your husband?

A. My husband.

Q. What's your response?

A, Don't come back. Cops here.

Q. Keeping reading.

A. Saying what? Why? Are you okay?

Q. Qkay.

A. And then I said, don't f'ing come back, ever.
Q. Keep reading.

A What? Are you talking? Why? Please, you don't know

what they're talking about. What is going on? Hello? I need
you to call.
Q. Is that the end of that conversation? Did you ever

speak to Abdullah Seifullah again after this text

conversations?
A. No.
Q. Okay. You said -- before we started reading text

messages, we were at the point where your testimony, I believe,

was that the defendant had come back to the apartment, and you





10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

169

157

had spoken to Brandon Huertas. Did Brandon Huertas and the
defendant then leave the apartment, or did they stay?

A. They stayed.

Q. Did they at any point leave after that?

A. Yes, I just don't know when. I went into my bedroom
and I was texting from there.

Q. Okay.

A. I needed to get ready for work, and I was in there. I
wasn't leaving my bedroom.

Q. Okay. Do you know if the defendant and Brandon Huertas
left your apartment once you went in your bedroom?

A, They had to have.

Q. Okay.

A, They were still in there when I went into my bedroocm.

Q. Okay. At some point that night, I believe you testified
a moment agec that your son woke you up. Tell me why your son
wocke you up.

A. He texted me. He had just got back from being away for
the weekend and said that the cops had him and his friend
cutside. So I got up and walked towards the door, and that's
when I realized nobody else was in the house, and I went to the
docor to see what was going on out there.

Q. And when you got outside, what did you see?

A. Oh, a cop and my car backed up in the parking spot, and

he had asked me who was driving my vehicle.
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Q. Did you immediately tell him who was driving your
vehicle?

A, I did.

Q. Who did you tell the police was driving your vehicle?

A. Brandon Huertas.

Q. Did you tell the police who was with Brandon Huertas?

A. I did.

Q. And who did you say was with Brandon Huertas?

A, I said Abdullah. I didn't know his last name at the
time.

Q. Okay. Did you at that point know what had happened in
the Planet Fitness parking lot?

A. No.

Q. When you spoke to police, did they ask you questions
about what Abdullah Seifullah and Brandon Huertas were doing in
Myrtle Beach?

A, (No audible response.)

Q. And did you tell them why they were here?

A. I did.
Q. Was that for a visit? Why were they here?
A, They were visiting.

Q. At that point in time did you -- did police search your
residence?
A, They did.

Q. Did you give them permission toc search, or did they get
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a search warrant?

Al
Q.
A.

Q.

159
They got a search warrant.
Would you have given them permission?
Yes.
I'm going to show you what's been marked -- let me show

you what's been marked as State's 48, 49 and 50. Do you

recognize these photographs with the contents of photographs?

A.

o.

e

0.
A

Q.

I do.

Fach one of them?

Yes, yes.

Are these pictures of the inside of your apartment?
Yes.

Are these fair and accurate representations of what the

apartment looked like that night?

A,

48,

Yes,

MS. WALLER: Your Honor, the State seeks to introduce

49 and 50 into evidence and publish to the jury.

MR. GARDNER: ©No objection, Ycur Honor.

THE COURT: They're into evidence and you may

publish.

(State's Exhibits Nos. 48, 49 & 50 were admitted into evidence)

Q.

A
Q.
A

Let's start with 49.
Okay.
Tell me what this picture shows when it comes up.

That's my spare bed -- that's my spare bedroom.
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Q. That's your spare bedroom. And I'm going to direct your
attention to these, there's a red bag you see and a wallet and
a black bag. Are those items things that belong to you?

A. No.

Q. Do you know who they belong to?

A. Brandon and Abdullah.

Q. Okay. I'm going to show you, now let's look at number

48. Is this that same bedroom or a different bedroom?

A. Same bedroom.

Q. Is that the guest bedroom where Abdullah Seifullah
stayed?

A. Yes.

Q. Okay. Let's see number 50. Okay, this is a close up.
We just loocked at number 49, and you can see, go back to 49 one
second. So this 50 is a close up of what you see the black bag
in front of the red bag, can you see that there?

A, Yes.

Q. Is that black bag your bag?

A. No.

Q. Okay.

MS. WALLER: Go back to 50, please.

Q. Do you recognize that item, does that belonging to you?
A. No.

Q. Were you aware that was in your apartment?

A. No.
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Q. All right. And you said that Brandon Huertas and

Abdullah Seifullah had been driving your Dodge Charger that

night?
A. Yes.
Q. I'm gonna show you what's —-

MR. GARDNER: Court's indulgence. No¢ cbjection.

MS. WALLER: May we approach briefly, Your Honer?

THE COURT: Yes.

{Off the record discussion was held at the bench by
Court and counsel)

Q. So you said that Brandon Huertas and Bbdullah Seifullah
were driving in your car. I'm going to show you what's been
marked as State's Exhibit 64, 65, 66, 67 and 68. Let's start
with 64, 65 first. Do you recognize the contents of this

photegraph? 1Is that your car?

A. That's my car. That's my car.

Q. Okay. And 65, do you know what this is?

A. No.

Q. 667

A. No.

Q. 677

A, No.

Q. 687

A, No.

Q. Okay. So you recognize number 64, but you don't
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recognize anything in these in numbers 65, 66, 67 and 687

A,

No.

MS. WALLER: Your Honor, at this time the State will

seek to introduce Exhibit 64 into evidence and publish to the

jury.
THE COURT: Any objection?
MR. GARDNER: No, sir.
THE COURT: It's into evidence without objection.
{State's Exhibit No. 64 was admitted into evidence.)
Q. All right, this is your car. Do you notice there's a
pink bag?
A. Yes.
Q. Do you see that? Is that your bag?
A, No.
Q. That does not belong to you?
A. No.
Q. Have you ever seen it before?
A. No.
Q. Okay. After Brandon Huertas and Abdullah left your

apartment and the police showed up, did you ever see Brandon

Huertas back at your apartment?

A,

Q.

No.
Did you ever speak to him?
No.

Did you give multiple interviews with the police?
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A, I did.
Q. Were you immediately forthcoming with every detail the
first time you spoke to the police?
A. No.
Q. And why was that?
A. I just entrusted some people with my vehicle and that

did wvery bad things, and I got wvery scared.

Q. Okay. After you spoke to the police the second time, T
believe, do you recall how many times you spoke to him, the
police, at your apartment complex the night ¢f the murder, or
the early morning hours after the murder?

A. Just the one time.

Q. Did you at some point go to the M.L. Brown Building and
give an interview to the police as well?

A. Yes. They came and picked me up at my job.

Q. Okay. At the time you went to the interview at the M.L.
Brown Building, were you completely forthcoming with the police
at that peint?

A, Yes.

Q. So at that point you told them the truth about
everything that happened that night?

A. Yes.

MS. WALLER: Court's indulgence.
Q. So when the police were at your apartment that night,

did you show the police some of those text messages that we
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just read out in court?
A, Yes.
Q. Do you recall who you showed them to?
A, I don't recall, no.
Q. I'm Going to show you what's been marked as State's

Exhibit 19. Did you voluntarily show the police those

messages, or did they get a search report and make you show

them?

A, I volunteered.

0. Did you voluntarily relinquish your home to police that
night?

A, Yes.

Q. I'm going to approach the what's been marked as Exhibit

19. 1Is this your cell?

A. Yes.

Q. Is that the phone you gave police that night on the
scene?

Al Yes.

MS. WALLER: And Your Honor, the State would seek to
introduce Exhibit 19 into evidence at this time.
MR. GARDNER: No objection.
THE COURT: 1It's into evidence.
{State's Exhibit No. 19 was admitted)
MS. WALLER: Your Honor, I have no further questions

for this witness at this time.
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THE COURT: Cross—examination?
MR. GARDNER: Thank you, Your Honor.
CROSS~EXAMINATION
GARDNER:
Good morning, ma'am.
Good morning.
I want to try to clear up a few things, if I can. First

let's talk about the relationships. You knew Brandon,

did I get the name right, Brandon?

A.

=0 - @ - @ - @

o0 - @

Q.

Yes.

I don't know his last name. What was it?

Huertas.

Huertas. Okay. How did you know Brandon Huertas?
He was in a relationship with my niece.

With your niece?

Uh-huh.

Okay. And he lived in Connecticut at the time?
Yes.

And you're from Connecticut, also?

Yes, sir.

Okay. And you don't know my client, Abdullah, correct?
I do not.

Okay. So this whole arrangement was because of your

relationship with Brandon?

A.

Yes.
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Q. Had nothing to do with my client, Abdullah?

A, No.

Q. Okay. And in fact, the fight that you and your husband
that you talked to the solicitor about, that was over his, lack

of a better word, jealousy, of you and Brandon; isn't that

right?
A. He was just a jealous man.
Q. Okay. Well, I mean, you brought your friend from

Connecticut into your house, so your husband was jealous, and

that's what y'all were fighting over. So your friendship with

Brandon was it -- I'm just gonna go on to something else.
A. Okay.
Q. One of the reasons that Brandon came down to sSee you was

you were gonna buy him a gun; is that right?
A. I was.

Q. Okay. And that's clearly against the law, isn't it?

A. It is.

Q. But you were gonna do that anyway?

Al I was.

Q. Because of your friendship with him?

a. Yes.

Q. Yeah. No other reason, just friendship? Romantic
friendship?

A. No. I wanted to make a little bit of money.

Q. Ckay, make a little bit of money. All right. So all of
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your testimony that you gave earlier this morning was all
geared, almost as though you were shifting from Brandon,
pointing to Abdullah. Is that because of your relationship
with Brandon?

A. I don't understand the question.

Q. Okay. That's my fault, I'll try to do better. The
solicitor asked you certain questicons, and some of your answers
were "they," and I sought clarification. When you say, "they,"
are you talking about Brandon, or are you talking about

Bbdullah, and some of the times you were talking about Brandon,

correct?
A. Yes.
Q. 2nd some of the times you were talking about Abdullah,

but it's really not that clear, though, is it? &And I'll give

you an example. The text messages, I believe your testimony

was you didn't know the telephone numbers, is that fair to say?
A, Yes.

Q. Okay. So everybody knows, you get them all the time,

~you get them from spam and people you don't know, and things of

that nature, anybody can text anybody, correct?

A. Yes.

Q. And anybody can say anything they want to; isn't that
also correct?

A. Yes.

Q. I could text you and tell you I was Santa Claus, right?
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A, Yes.

Q. And you don't know who I am. Ckay. So if you say to
the solicitor that you got a text from Abdullah, we don't have
any way of knowing that, do we?

A. I guess not.

Q. And if you had a choice to say it was a text from my
friend, my romantic friend and I've conspired to buy an illegal
gun for, or --

A, There was nc romantic anything.

Q. Okay. All right. My apolegies. Your "friend," if you
have a choice to say the text was from my friend or the text
was from a fellow I don't know, I've never seen before, human
nature might send you to pointing towards the person you don't
know, right?

A, I guess I could.

Q. Ckay, you can answer, all right. A couple other things,
about that bedroom, because I'm not clear about that, because I
heard earlier that they both stayed in the spare bedrcom, both
being Brandon and Abdullah, but then later you testified that
Abdullah stayed in the spare bedroom and that Brandon slept on
the couch in the living room. Which one is it?

A. That's what I said, yeah.

Q. Ckay.

A. They were —- they planted their bodies in that room.

Abdullah stayed in there to sleep, and Brandon slept on the
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couch.

Q. But it's not like -- they both had access to the room,
right?

A. They did.

Q. Okay. 2And Abdullah was in there, and Brandon was in
there. Brandon's stuff was in there. I don't -—- I believe you
said you didn't know who the bag belonged to, but it was
Brandon's, and Abdullah's?

A, It was not mine.

Q. Not yours, so they're bag. Brandon had access to that

room equally, as well as Abdullah?

A. Yes.

Q. Ckay. I just needed to clear that up, because I didn't
want the jury to think -- I don't think the jury thinks that,
but I don't want them to think that Brandon was not in that
room or didn't have access to that room. That room was a joint
room for both of them?

A. Yes.

Q. All right. &nd I wasn't real clear about some of your
testimony, and I'm not trying to beat you up or trick you or
anything, I just want to make it clear, and maybe the jury’'s
got it, but for me, I want to make sure I got it. When the
cops, and I got a transcript here, so if we need to refer to
that, but when the cops came to the house the night of the

incident, they asked you where your car was. Do you remember
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that?

A, Yes.

Q. And you told them, what did you tell them? Do you
remember?

A. I told them it was out there.

Q. Qkay. And it had been out there the whole night, isn't
that what you told them?

yi I didn't tell them that.

Q. You didn't tell them that? They asked you, your car
went downtown and you didn't know how it got downtown, and you
said the keys were in the purse and that you'd never gotten the
keys out of the purse. Isn't that what you told them?

L. Downtown, I don't --

Q. Well, that's my words. It left from your apartment, it
went somewhere, okay? You don't have to know where it went,
you just knew it wasn't there, and you told the cops that you
didn't give anybody permission to take it; isn't that right?

A, T don't recall that.

Q. Okay. And they asked you, where are the keys? You
recall that, don't you?

A, I do.

Q. And then you said, they're in the purse, and the purse
is on the counter. So basically, you were telling the cops
that you don't know who took the car; is that right?

A. I told them whe took my car.
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Q. That night when they were first there?
A. Yeah.
Q. Okay.
MR. GARDNER: Court's indulgence, Your Honor, please.
Q. Okay. Well, you kept telling the cecps that, Brandon,
you said "they" again, so I'm assuming, I don't want to assume.
You kept saying "they" figured it out, they told me they rented

a U-Haul truck and that they were going home. Do you remember

that?
A. Yes.
Q. Okay. And there was no discussion about them taking the

car, but if we can't agree on that, that's fine, we'll just
move on. I do believe you testified that you did not see
Abdullah in the car, and when you saw both of them they were
out ¢f the car; is that right?

A, They were in my house.

Q. Okay. So not in the car. Okay.

A, No.

Q. All right. And one thing that was odd, you went to get
some vape, did you tell the sclicitor that?

A, Yes.

Q. All right. And you didn't take Brandon with you?

A, I was going alone, and Abdullah came out of my house and
got into my passenger side and said, I'm coming with you.

Q. Yeah, that's kind of odd. Why -- what was that all
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1 about?

2 A. I have no idea.

3 Q. But you were okay with somebody you didn't know?

4 A. I was -—- vyeah, I was fine with it. I just rode to the

5 vape store, it was right arcund the corner.

6 Q. All right. But he didn't go get any vape?

7 A. No.

8 Q. He didn't even go in the store?

9 A. No.

10 Q. The truth of the matter is you're saying that so you can

11  have him in the car; isn't that right?
12 A. He was in the car with me.
13 Q. Okay. That's what you said, and you also said that

14 Brandon wasn't in the car.

15 A. He was not.

16 Q. And you went to get vape, and you went into the store,
17 right?

18 A. Yes.

19 Q. And for some bizarre reason you're gonna say that, or

20 you did say that Abdullah got in the car to ride with you to
21 the vape store?

22 A. Yep, that's what happened.

23 Q. Qkay. Now, Abdullah was not inveolved in this illegal
24 purchase of guns; is that correct?

25 A. I didn't discuss anything with him.
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Q. That's right, because you didn't have a relationship
with Abdullah, you had a relationship with Brandon, and that
relationship started in Connecticut, and it came down to Myrtle
Beach because you were going to buy an illegal gun for Brandon?

A. Yes,

Q. But not for Abdullah --

A. No.

Q. For Brandon. Okay. And your testimony is that you're
not putting Brandon in the car to go to the vape store, you're
putting Abdullah in the car to go to the vape store?

A. Because Abdullah is the one that came with me to the
vape, yeah.

Q. all right. &and I want to ask you about the information
that you had. Did you have Abdullah's Social Security number

and date of birth?

4. No.

Q. Did you have Brandon's Social Security number and date
of birth?

A. No.

Q. How were you booking a flight for them?

A. I was looking flights up and then I started asking for
that information.

Q. Okay. Because I thought you said you were trying to
book a flight for them.

A. I was.
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Q. Okay. And I think, I don't book flights, but, I mean, I
watch a lot of television. You can't book a flight just unless
you have all these identification things --

A. Correct.

Q. And you didn't have any --

A. I was looking up flights first, and then I asked for
information to be able to book the flight.

MR. GARDNER: All right. I think that we've got a
good deal, but if I may have the Court's indulgence for a
second please?

Q. Okay. I do have a couple questions. I think -- you
gave the keys to Brandon, despite the fact that you told the
cops that the keys were in the car, you had actually given them
to Brandon; is that right, so he could drive the car?

A. Yes.

Q. Okay. But you didn't give him to Abdullah?

A. I did not.

Q. And you didn't see Abdullah even get in the car?
A. No.

Q. So you don't even know if he was in the car?

a. I den't.

Q. All right.
MR, GARDNER: Judge, that's all T have. Thank you.
THE CQURT: Any Redirect?

MS. WALLER: Briefly, Your Honor.
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REDIRECT EXAMINATION

WALLER:

Can you tell me again what your relationship was with

Brandon Huertas?

A, He was the father of my husband's niece, niece's kids.

Q. How long did you know him?

A. Since mid-90's.

Q. Sc a long time?

A. Yes.

Q. Were you in a romantic relationship with Brandon
Huertas?

A. Absolutely not.

Q. There's been some talk of you agreeing to buy guns for

Brandon Huertas. 1Is that why Brandon Huertas and Abdullah

Seifullah came to your hcouse that weekend?

A.

Q.

T

Ho0

guns?
A,

Q.

Yes.

Do you recall anyone giving you money to buy guns?
It was attempted.

Who did that?

Abdullah.

So Bbdullah Seifullah attempted to send you money to buy

Through Cash App.

Okay. Was that part of the reason that ycur husband was

angry about Abdullah Seifullah and Brandon Huertas being at
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your house?
A. Yes.
Q. Did you ultimately go through with your plan to buy guns

for the defendant?

A. No.

Q. And Brandon Huertas?

A. No.

Q. Mr. Gardner read some portions of that first interview

you gave the police cofficers. You testified earlier that you
were not completely forthcoming when they originally
interviewed you.

A. Yes.

Q. I believe your testimeony was that something bad happened
and you were scared, that's a summary?

A. Yes.

Q. Was part of that because of this plan that you had to
buy guns with the defendant and Brandon Huertas?

A. Yes.

0. But when you ultimately spoke with detectives at the
M.L. Brown Building, were you completely forthcoming about what
happened?

A. Yes,

Q. Have you been truthful here today?

A. Yes,

Q. There was also some conversation about text messages.
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Whenever you were texting, that first one we looked at, when
you were texting the phone number that belonged to Brandon
Huertas, but -- and we read all this, if you loock at this, I'1ll
approach you with Exhibit 63, and I'll direct your attention to
the middle of the page. What does that say?

A. This is Dullah.

Q. So why did you think it was Abdullah Seifullah you were

speaking to?

A, Because that was his nickname.

Q. And that's what he said it was; is that correct?

A Yes.

Q. And what you were discussing in the text conversation

did you have any reason to believe that that was not Abdullah

Seifullah?
A. No.
Q. Did he seem to know about what had been happening in

your involvement with him in the days leading up to that text,
did it match what was going on in real life?

A. Yes.

Q. And then later when you were texting, this is State's
Exhibit 77, when you were texting this 203 phone number that
you previously identified as Abdullah Seifullah, did that
person that was responsive to you appear to be Abdullah
Seifullah?

A, Yes.
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Q. Do you have any reason to believe it was not him?

A. No.

Q. And did you, in fact, get this phone number from
Apbdullah Seifullah?

A. Yes.

Q. Did he tell you 203 -- sorry -- 203-919-6372 was his
phone number?

A, He texted it to me.

MS. WALLER: Your Honor, I have no further questions
for this witness.

THE COURT: You may step down and you're free to
leave.

THE WITNESS: Thank you.

THE COURT: Mr. Foreman, ladies and gentlemen of the
jury, we're going to take a brief recess and allow you to
refresh yourselves. Once again, do not discuss the case.
Everyone remain seated as the jury exits the courtroom.

(Jury exited the courtroom at this time)

THE COURT: Anything from the State before we recess
for a moment?

MS. WALLER: ©No, sir.

THE COURT: Anything from the defense?

MR. GARDNER: No, Your Honor.

THE COURT: We'll stand at ease for about five

minutes.
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(Recess taken)

THE COURT: Anything from to State before we proceed?

MS. WALLER: ©No, sir, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Anything from the defense?

MR. GARDNER: No, Your Honor.

THE COURT: We're ready for the jury.

(Jury entered the courtroom at this time)

THE COURT: You may call your next witness.

MS. WALLER: The State calls Shelby Hopson.

THE COURT: Ms. Hopson, please come forward, and I'm
going to ask, if you could, to approach the Clerk and place
your left hand on the Bible and raise your right as she
administers the oath.

THE CLERK: Do you swear or affirm that the evidence
you're about to give the Court in this case be the truth, the
whole and nothing but the truth, so help you God?

THE WITNESS: Yes, ma'am.

THE COURT: Have a seat in the witness chair, and I'm
going to ask you, 1f you could, to pull up real close to that
microphone and speak loudly, clearly and slowly in order for me
to hear everything that you have to say. Let's start with your
full name.

THE WITNESS: Shelby Lynn Hopson.

THE COURT: Very good.
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1 SHELBY HOPSCON WAS DULY SWORN AT THIS TIME AND

2 TESTIFIED AS FOLLOWS:

3 | DIRECT EXAMINATION

4 BY MS. WALLER:

5 Q. Ms. Hopson, where do you work?

6 A. I work at the Planet Fitness, currently at the Glenn

7 Forest location.

8 Q. Is that the one that we've been talking about in court
9 today?

10 A, Yes, ma'am.

11 Q. What 1s your job title there?

12 a. S0 I'm currently the club manager, or better yet, the
13 General Manager there.

14 Q. How long have you been in that position?

15 A. About going on two years.

16 Q. Were you employed at the Carolina Forest Planet Fitness
17 back in June 19, 20237

18 A. No, ma'am.

19 Q. Where were you employed then?
20 A, With Planet Fitness still, just in Chio, so me and my

21 husband moved here about two years ago, so I was not living

22 here at that time.

23 Q. Ckay. But as the General Manager of the Planet Fitness,
24 I'm gonna say the one in Carolina Forest, would that be

25 accurate?
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A. Yes, ma'am.

Q. Are you familiar with the surveillance system that
Planet Fitness has there?

A. Yes, ma'am.

Q. Is that the same surveillance system that was in place
back on June 19, 20237

A. Yes, ma'am.

Q. Can you tell me kind of, in general, how that
surveillance system works?

A. So we have a total of, I believe, I want to say, between

ten and 11 cameras in the entire facility. All of them are
inside, so we have some facing the front doors, the front desk,
entrances to the mens and women's locker room, scattered all
around the facility.

Q. Are those cameras the same cameras that have been in
place in that building, essentially, since it opened, since

that Planet fitness location opened?

A. Yes, ma'am.

Q. As the General Manager can you access that system?

A. Yes, ma'am.

Q. Can you view the surveillance footage that's captured?
A, Yes, ma'am.

Q. Do you know if the date and time 1s accurate on the

surveillance system?

A, Yes, ma'am.
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1 Q. It is accurate?

2 A. Yes, ma'am.

3 | MS. WALLER: Sorry, the way I asked it.

4 MR. GARDNER: Your Honor, I apologize so much. Can

5 we come up there for like two seconds?
6 THE COURT: Sure.
7 (Cff the record discussion was held at the bench by

8 Court and counsel at this time.)

9 MR. GARDNER: Thank you, Your Honor.

10 MS. WALLER: May I approach to witness, Your Honor?
11 THE COURT: Yes.

12 Q. I'm going to approach and show you what's been marked as

13 State's Exhibit 34, it's a flash drive. Do you recognize this
14 flash drive?

15 A. Yes, ma'am.

16 Q. Have you previously reviewed the contents of this flash
17 drive?

18 A. Yes, ma'am.

15 Q. Is it a copy ¢of a Body Camera recording of your Planet
20 fitness surveillance system?

21 A. Yes, ma'am.

22 Q. And when you reviewed it did you recognize the camera
23 angles?

24 A, Yes, ma'am.

25 Q. Are those still the camera angles that the survelllance
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system captures to this day?
A, Yes, ma'am.
Q. Did you recognize the interior of the Planet Fitness?
h. Yes, ma'am.
Q. Is it a fair and accurate representation what it

actually looks like inside?
A. Yes, ma'am.
MS. WALLER: Your Eonor, at this time the State would
seek to introduce 34 into evidence and publish to the jury.
MR. GARDNER: No objection, Your Honor.
THE COURT: It's into evidence.
(State's Exhibit No. 34 was admitted into evidence.)
(Video playing)
MS. WALLER: Can you pause that for a second? Can
you back it up just a little bit?
Q. Can you show us the gentleman that walked across the
floor there in front of the check-in area?
MS. WALLER: There we go, pause there.
Q. Ms. Hopson, can you see a gentlemen there standing there

with what appears to be a red backpack?

A. Yes, ma'am.
Q. Do you know that person at all?
A. No, ma'am.

MS. WALLER: Keep going. Okay. Pause it one second.

Q. Okay. That first part that we just saw, what area is of
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the gym is that?

A So that left frame is going to be cur front desk, our
one way in aﬁd ocne way out of our building.

0. That's how you get in, right through the front parking
lot?

A. Yes, ma'am. Every member has to come by that front desk
to check in. If no one comes up to that front desk and we see
someone just walk by, we'll go back up and grab them to have
them come back and verify if they're a member, who they are,
things of that nature.

Q. Did that perscn appear to check in?

A. Yes, ma'am.

Q. Okay. Thank you.

MS. WALLER: Pause it.

Q. So just tell us before we start, what area of the gym is
this?
A, So this is going to be our main walkway. Our gym works

basically as, like, a giant rectangle, and then that tile
walkway that you see right there, that will go off into the
black corridor, that is our entrance to our men's lccker room.

Q. So the two purple columns, is that that deoorway that
goes Lo the men's locker room?

A, Yes.

Q. Okay. Thank you.

MS. WALLER: Pause please.
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Q. Do you see a man with a red backpack walking towards
that door?
A. Yes, ma'am.

Q. Okay. So you saw this gentleman walking in the photos.
I'm going show you some photos. I'm going to show you what's
been marked as State's Exhibits 35, 81, 82 and 93. These are
still shots from that video we just watched. Can you verify

those are, in fact, still shots from that videc?

A, Yes.

Q. Can you see to gentleman that we saw walking around?

A. Yes, ma'am.

Q. Are those fair and accurate representations of the video

and what Planet Fitness lcoks like?
A. Yes, ma'am.

MS. WALLER: Your Honor, at this time the State seeks
to introduce 35, 91, 92 and 93 into evidence and puklish to the
jury.

THE COURT: Any objection tc the defense?

MR. GARDNER: No, Your Honor.

THE COURT: They're into evidence.

(State's Exhibit Nos. 35, 91, 92 & 93 were admitted

into evidence)

MS. WALLER: Let's have 35. It's just a better view

from this video. 0Okay. Go to the next one. This is 91, then
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92, and then 93. Thank you.

Q. So you said that if someone walks up to the counter,
they check in, do Qou have a check-in procedure at Planet
Fitness?

A Yes, ma'am. So you can do it a couple different ways by
giving your phone number, first and last name. Most of the
time people will use their Planet Fitness mobile app which is a
QR Code, and they will scan it up at the scanners and then it
pops up at their profile on our computers.

Q. Okay. I'm going approach and show you some exhibits,
what's been marked as State'’'s Exhibit 84 and 85. Let's start
with 84. What does B4 depict?

A. S0 B4 is a depiction of, like, our check-in history, and
basically, like, our check-in display, seeing who has checked
in throughout the day with dates and timestamps.

Q. And the second period we have a picture of the screen
from a specific date?

A. Yes, 1t is 6-18B of 2023.

Q. Is that a fair and accurate representation of what that
system looked like back then?

A. Yes, that's correct.

Q. And I'm going to show you 85, as well, and tell me what
this picture depicts?

A. So this is showing a photograph of the photo that we

have to take of every member when they come and check in,
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normally we'll do it on their first day. This is Just
depicting whose photo is on whose account.

Q. Does 1t pop up so you can match to person with the
photo, is that kind of what it is?

A, Yes, ma'amn.

MS. WALLER: Your Honor, at this time the State would
like to introduce 84 and 85 into evidence and publish to the
Jury.

MR. GARDNER: No¢ cbjection, Your Honor.

MS. WALLER: All right, let's have 84.

THE COURT: They're into evidence.

(State's Exhibits Nos. B4 & 85 were admitted into evidence.)

Q. So I'm going to direct your attention to, arcund the
center of the page, do you see the name, Abdullah Seifullah?

A, Yes.

Q. And what date and time does it show that he checked intc
the Planet Fitness in Carclina Forest?

A. 6-18 of 2023 at 10:53 a.m.

Q. And let's have 85. And is that the photc that goes with
his membership?

A. Yes.

Q. Okay. And those are pictures from shortly after
June 19, 2023. Were you able to recently confirm through
corporate records that these records are accurate?

A, Yes.
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Q. I'm going to show you again Exhibit number 93. This has
the date and timestamp from the video we watched. What's the
date and timestamp from the video that you see on this still?

A. So date and timestamp on this photo 1s 6-18-2023 of

11-29-20.
Q. Is that a.m., can you tell?
A. I mean the sun is out, so I would assume, ves, a.m.
Q. Okay. So is that approximately around the same time

that Abdullah Seifullah checked into the Planet Fitness in
Carolina Forest?

A. Yes,

Q. Do you know anything about the shooting incident that

occurred in the parking lot at Planet Fitness?

A, No, ma'am.
Q. Do you have any other involvement in this case?
A. No, ma'am.

MS. WALLER: No further questions.

THE COURT: Cross-examination?

MR, GARDNER: No, Your Honor.

THE COURT: You may step down, and you're free to
leave. Thank you, ma'am.

THE WITNESS: Thank you.

MS. WALLER: Thank you.

THE COQURT: You may call your next witness.

MR. MARTIN: Your Honeor, the State calls Trcooper Alan
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Enzor.

TROOPER ALAN ENZOR WAS DULY SWORN AT THIS TIME AND
TESTIFIED AS FOLLOWS:

THE COURT: Have a seat in the witness chair. 1I'll
ask, 1f you could, pull up real close to that microphone and
speak loudly, clearly and slowly in order we can hear
everything that you have to say. Let's start with your full
name, please, Ssir.

THE WITNESS: My name is Alan Keith Enzor.

MR. MARTIN: May it please the Court, Your Honor?

DIRECT EXAMINATION

BY MR. MARTIN:

Q. Trooper Enzor, where are you currently employed?

A, I'm with the South Carolina Department of Public Safety
with Highway Patrol.

Q. How long have you been with Highway Patrol?

A, About nine years.

Q. And I know we've probably all had a run-in with Highway
Patrol, but generally speaking, what are your duties and
responsibilities?

A. Educate and enforce safety on the roadways through
working collisicons an issuing citations, traffic stops.

Q. And you were employed with Highway Patrol back on, I
believe it was June 18, 20237

A. Yes, I was.
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Q. And on that particular date, were you called out to
respond to a collision involving a Defendant, 2bdullah
Seifullah? |

A. I was.

Q. And typically when you work in ceollision, do you draft
some sort of report?

A, Yes, sir, it's a TR-310 Form. It's the form that
includes information on both parties involved.

MR. MARTIN: May I approach?
Q. I'm not putting this in evidence. I just want you to

take a look at it and see if you recognize that to be your
report.

i It is.

Q. And looking at that report, can you tell where the
collision occurred?

A, So it's going to be on US 501, and it's gonna be near
Carclina Forest Boulevard, so Carolina Forest area of Horry
County.

Q. And how did the call come out for to you to respond to
that scene?

A, So we get dispatched, I don't recall if T answered
through the radio or through our self-dispatch CAT System, but
I assigned myself to the collision.

Q. Wnhich you did, in fact, arrive on the scene?

A, Yes.
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Were there any other troopers, or was it just you?

It was Jjust me.

Now, typically when you respond to a traffic collision,
have any sort of body worn camera that you wear?

Yes.

Explain to the jury a little bit about how the Bedy
works.

The Body Camera can be activated two ways, thrcugh

me tapping here on the front or activating my blue

switch. It activates the camera in the car, as well as

the Body Camera, and at that time I don't recall if I had an

in-car

Q.

A,

Q.

Body Camera, but I did have a Bedy Camera.

Are you wearing a Body Camera at the moment?

Yeah, it's off.

I don't wanna be recorded. Is that about where you've
on your chest right now?

Yes.

Is that about wear you wore it that day?

Yes.

And on that particular day did you, in fact, initiate

your Body Camera?

A.

Q.

I did.

Once the Body Camera records, does it upload intc some

sort of system or software?

A.

It goes into the Axon System. Once we label it, we can
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retrieve the Body Cam by just putting in the case number.

Q. And when recording did you alter or change that video to
delete it, anything like that?

A. No.

Q. I'm going approach you with what's been marked for
identification purposes as State's 82, 1Is this your initials
or signature on this Body Cam signifying that it is yours?

Jig It is.

Q. And have you previocusly viewed that Body Cam?.

A. I have.

Q. And when you did it was it fair and accurate as to what
happened that day?

a. Yes, sir.

MR. MARTIN: Your Honor, at this time the State would

move to enter Number 82 into evidence and publish it to the

jury.
MR. GARDNER: Nc¢ objection, Your Honor.
THE COURT: 1It's intc evidence without objection.
MR. MARTIN: Court's indulgence while we set it up.
(State's Exhibit No. 82 was admitted into evidence.)
Q. With the Body Cam, is it muted for the first 30 seconds

or so until you hear audio?

A, It is.

(Video playing)
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Q. Now, the Body Cam itself is about 44 minutes. I don't
think it's necessary to play the whole thing, but at this pecint
in the Body Cam what are the documents that you're asking Mr.
Seifullah for?

A. So registration and insurance cn the vehicle.

Q. And did you, in fact, run the license plate and

registration on the cax?

A. Yes.

Q. And do you know who the car came back to, does it say on
there?

A. It was a Brandon Huertas.

Q. Where was it registered, what state?

A. Bridgeport, Connecticut.

Q. And how about the defendant, we're looking at his ID,
where did it say he was from?

A. Bridgeport, Connecticut.

Q. And did it, in fact, indicate that the perscn you're
speaking with is Abdullah Seifullah?

A, Yes.

Q. Now, did you provide a copy of this Body Camera to Horry
County Police Department at their request?

A, Yes.

Q. I'm going show you a cecuple still shots from this Body
Camera. I'm going to approach you with what's been marked as

State's 69, 70 and 71 for identificaticn purpcses. These are





206

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

194

still shots taken from the Body Camera we just watched. Would
you take a second and see if you can identify them and see if
they're fair and accurate? |

A. Yes, it's from a Body Cam.

MR. MARTIN: Ycour Honor, at this time the State
requests to move these three pictures into evidence and publish
them to the jury.

THE COURT: Any objection?

MR. GARDNER: No, Your Honor, no objection.

THE COURT: They're into evidence and you may publish
them.

(State's Exhibits Nos. 69, 70 & 71 were admitted into evidence)

Q. And while we're getting this set up, I think I may have
asked you this, but I just want to go back again. Where
specifically did you respond for this traffic accident?

A. This was 501 right at Carolina Forest Boulevard,
Carolina Forest area, Horry County.

Q. Thank you. This is the first image. 1Is this the
defendant's vehicle -- well, not the defendant's wvehicle. 1Is

this the vehicle that you responded to for the cellision?

A. Yes.
Q. The cone that we asked about running the tags for?
A. Yes.

Q. And is this, in fact, the driver that you identified as

Abdullah Seifullah?
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Yes.

And again, is that Abdullah Seifullah?

- © B

It is.

Q. What approximately was the date and time of this traffic
collision, or the time that you responded?

A. So I was notified at with 11:533 a.m. on 6-18 of '23.

Q. Other than testifying here in court today, does this
conclude your involwvement in the case?

A, This is it.

MR. MARTIN: Your Honor, the State doesn't have

anymore questions for Trooper Enzor at this point.
THE COURT: Cross-examination?
MR. GARDNER: Neither do I, Your Honor. Thank you.

THE COURT: Okay. You may step down. You're free to

leave,

THE WITNESS: Thank you, Your Honor.

THE COURT: You may call your next witness.

MS. WALLER: Your Honor, the State calls Detective
Sean Wydra.

THE COURT: Yes, sir, if you could please come
forward. You can take a moment to set your things down, put
your left hand on the Bible, raise yocur right as the Clerk
administers the oath.

DETECTIVE SEAN WYDRA WAS DULY SWORN AT THIS TIME AND

TESTIFIED AS FOLLOWS:
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THE COURT: Have a seat in the witness chair and pull
up really close to that microphone, speak loudly, clearly and
slowly in order that we can hear everything you have to say.
Let's start with your full name, please, sir.

THE WITNESS: Yes, sir, Sean Wydra.

DIRECT EXAMINATION

BY MS. WALLER:

Q. Detective Wydra, where do you work?

A, The Horry County Police Department.

Q. How long have you worked with Horry County Police
Department?

A, About 13 years.

Q. What's your current job assignment at the Horry County
Police Department?

A, Currently, I am a cold case homicide detective in the
Homicide Unit.

0. How long have you been in that position?

A, About since 2024.

Q. What are some of your duties and responsibilities as a
cold case detective?

A. Investigate cold case homicides, I also assist on active
homicides and any other cases or crimes that they ask me to.
We obtain search warrants, interview victims, witnesses,
suspects, collect evidence, just depends on the case.

0. And you said you assist other detectives, is that a
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commen practice at the Horry County Police Department to
assist?

A, Yes, ma'am,

Q. Let's direct your attention back to June 19, 2023. What
was your Jjob assignment on that date?

A At that point in time I was a homicide detective through
the Horry County Police Homicide Unit, and my primary
responsibilities then were investigating homicides, shootings,
attempted murders, suilcides, overdoses, armed robberies,
kidnappings, and we had an on-call schedule where we would be
on-call, and we would obtain search warrants, interview

suspects, victims, collect evidence.

0. Sounds was like you did it all?
A, Yes, ma'am.
Q. Before you became a detective, did you spend some time

as a road officer, patrol officer?
A, Yes, ma'am.
Q. And does everyone, pretty much, at the police

department, do that first?

A, Yes, ma'am.
Q. What are some of those duties and responsibilities?
A, Yes, ma'am. You know, as a road officer, you're

patrolling neighborhoods, highways, answering calls for
service, 911 calls, wvarious calls, you know, trying to solwve

crimes, and again, interviewing witnesses, collecting ewvidence,
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1 just in a little bit different capacity than a detective.
2 Q. As a patrol officer are you often one of the first
3 responders to crime scenes?
4 A. Yes, ma'am.
5 Q. Would it be one of your responsibilities as a crime
6 scene -- as someone who responds to secure the scene?
7 A. Yes, ma'am. So primarily, in a case like a homicide,

8 the first patrol officer is on scene and they're going to

9 secure to the scene and make sure that it's remained secure for

10 responding crime scene investigators and detectives.

11 Q. What 1s the purpose of that, is it safety or?

12 A. . Safety, and to ccllect evidence, preserve the scene.
13 Q. Sorry, I didn't mean to talk over you.

14 A. That's okay. That's to preserve the scene.

15 Q. So it's both safety and to preserve the scene?

16 A. Yes, ma'am. ‘

17 Q. I'm going to direct your attention to June 19, 2023.

18 Were you assigned to investigate the shooting death of David

19 Roldan-Dimas?

20 A. Yes, ma'am.
21 o. How did you get that assignment?
22 A. We have an on-call schedule, and I was the on-call

23 detective at the time.
24 Q. So when you say, on-call, do they call you ocut to the

25 scene when a crime like this occurs?
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A. Yes, ma'am.
Q. Did you respond to the Planet Fitness parking lot the
night of June 18th?
A. Yes, ma'am.
Q. What did you see when you arrived?
4. The victim's vehicle was -- well, initially, patrcl was

scene and the scene was secured by patrel, and we had a number
of cfficers on scene, and the victim's vehicle had been
inveolved in a crash, and the victim was deceased on scene.

Q. Before you got there when you got the call, did you have

are any information about the nature ¢f the call or what had

happened?
A, Just very basic information.
Q. What was that basic information?
4. The victim was deceased on scene and his vehicle was

crashed on scene where the incident was, very basic limited
informaticn.

Q. When you got to the scene did you learn more about what
had happened?

A, Yes, ma'am.

Q. Did other detectives or crime scene personnel respond to
that scene with you?

A. Yes, ma'am.

Q. Can you tell me, if you recall, who responded?

A. Detective Scott Hayes, Detective Tresean McQueen, these
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were, and a large number of patrol officers.

Q. Okay. Those were kind of the main pecple that you
remember assisting?

A, Sergeant Hobgood, as well.

Q. Okay. What information did you learn when you arrived
at the scene that directed your investigation?

A, Essentially, it was learned through the investigation

through interviewing witnesses and other avenues that the
victim was inside of his vehicle and he was approached by a
black male who was armed with a firearm and shot him. That
black male fled the scene, aleong with to silver Dodge Charger.
A silver Dodge Charger fled the scene at a high rate of speed.
The black male appeared to be chasing after the charger, and we
were able to get the tag on the Charger from a witness.

Q. OCkay. I'm going to apprecach and show you some exhibits.
I'm going to show you 88, 89 and 90. Can you lcok at those
pictures and tell me if that looks like to scene you responded
to that night?

A. Yes, ma'am.

Q. Are these fair and accurate representaticns of what it
actually looked like in real life?

a. Yes, ma'am.

MS. WALLER: Your Hener, at this time the State would
like to introduce and move into evidence 88, 89 and 90 and

publish to the jury.
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MR. GARDNER: ©No objection, Ycur Honor.
THE COURT: It's into evidence without objection.
{State's Exhibits 88, 89 and 90 were admitted into evidence.)
Q. Is this to scene you responded to that night?
A. Yes, ma'am.
Q. What is this picture?
A. Just the picture of the parking lot of Planet Fitness
and the area where to crime occurred.
Q. And you can see blue lights in the picture, is that the
peclice presence there?
A. Yes, ma'am.
Q. What about this cne, kind of same thing?
A. Same thing.
Q. This one, you can see a police car, but what else do you

see kind of in the center of the photo?

A, The victim's vehicle.

Q. and the victim’'s wvehic¢le, is that that black car?

A. Yes, ma'am, black Camaro.

Q. Was that vehicle running when you got there?

A. I don't recall whether it was running or not.

Q. Does it appear to be in the photograph here, can you
tell?

A, I could not tell if it was running or not. It was

running when it ended up where it ended up.

Q. QOkay. It's not a big deal. I'm going to show you
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been marked as State's Exhibit 94, and what is that?
The victim's wvehicle.

Do you remember seeing that that night?

Yes, ma'am.

Is that a fair and accurate representation of what it

actually looked like?

A,

Yes, ma'am.

MS. WALLER: Your Honor, the State would like to

introduce 24 into evidence and publish to the jury.

Q.

MR. GARDNER: No cbjection, Your Honor.
THE COURT: 1It's into evidence. You may publish.

So this is a close~up photo, is this the victim's car

from that night?

A,
Q
A,
Q
at any
police

Q.

A.

Q.

Yes, ma'am.

Do you know where the victim was?

In the driver's seat.

Do you know if he ended up anywhere outside of the car
point?

At some point the medical staff that responded, EMS and
that responded would have tried to offer him assistance.
Did they lay him on the ground there near the car?

Yes, ma'am,.

You said that witnesses at the scene saw a black man

shoot the victim in his car?

A,

He approached the victim with a firearm and they heard
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some gunshots.

Q. Thank you. And where did the victim's car end up?

A. It's in the photo that you saw, it was in the parking
lot crashed.

Q. And you sald that witnesses saw the silver Dodge Charger
speed away from the scene?

A. That's correct.

Q. Were you able to gather any information that allowed you
to identify that car?

A. Yes, ma'am, we had the license plate, we learned through
the investigation.

Q. And were you or someone on your behalf able to use that

license plate number to determine who the owner of that car
was”?

A. Yes, ma'am.

Q. And who was that?

Dana Maldonado.

o

Q. Did you learn her address, Dana Maldonado?
A. Yes, ma'am. It was 4906 Brightwater Court, and it was
Unit 101.
Q. I'm going to show you what's been marked as State's
Exhibit.
THE COURT: You may have to get down because I had a
hard time holding here, is that okay if the witness gets down,

Your Honor?
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Q. Can you show me the Planet Fitness? You can show me
Dana Maldonado's house.

A. (Indicating.)

Q. Thank you, 4%06 Brightwater Court.

A. That's correct.

Q. So about how far is that?

A. Maybe a mile or two.

Q. Ckay. So you learned that. When you were at the
primary crime scene, I'm gonna call it Planet Fitness area
primary crime scene, did you collect any evidence while you

were there?

A, At the scene itself?
Q. Yes.
A. No, ma'am, our crime scene unit would be doing the

evidence collection.

Q. Is that standard practice at the police department?

A. Yes, ma'am.

Q. All right. So after you learned that the owner of the
Dodge Charger resided at this address, did you or anyone at law

enforcement respond to that address?

A. Yes, ma'am.
Q. And what was discovered at that address?
A. So our patrol officers initially responded to that

address, and then we followed, as well, and made contact with

the owners there at the residence.
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Q. Did you talk to the owner of the residence personally?
A. Yes, ma'am.
Q. You talked to Dana Maldonado?
A, Dana Maldonado, uh-huh.
Q. Do you recall how many —-- like, I know it's all in one
night, so we're talking about at this point what -- about what

time of night or in the early morning hours are we talking
about?

A. So the incident itself occurred just after 11:00 at
night, so this would have probably been, and again, this is
just an estimate, I would say maybe around 12:30 or so.

Q. So this would be the early morning hours, technically of
June 20 of 20197

A, And that's just an estimate.

Q. That's fine. When you arrived at that scene did you see
a car matching the description witnesses gave located at that
scene?

A. Yes, ma'am. The Dodge Charger matching the description
of the vehicle that had fled the scene was backed into a
parking spot in front of the apartment.

Q. I'm going to show you what's been previously entered
into evidence as State's Exhibit Number 46 and 47. Do you see
the car in question in this photo?

A. Yes, ma'am,

Q. And that apartment, that building behind it, is that the
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1 apartment complex you responded to?
2 A. That's correct.
3 Q. Do you know which apartment was Dana's?
4 A, The one on the left, the bottom.
5 Q. The bottom left. ©Okay. Go to the next one, please.
6 This is 47. And what is this picture?
7 A. That's the rear of the Dodge Charger.
8 Q. Can you see the license plate number in the picture?
9 A. Yes, ma'am.
10 Q. What is that license plate number?
11 A. It's 9765LE, and it's a South Carolina tag.
12 Q. And did you or someone in the law enforcement verify,

13 that the license plate number that you were given by the

14 witness Caio Lima --

15 A, Yes.

16 Q. ~- who we heard from?

17 A. Yes.

18 Q. So once you interviewed, you said, Dana, that night,

18 even though it all occurred June 20th, did you speak to her
20 more than one time?

21 A. So at the residence itself, I spoke tc her initially,
22 and then went back and spoke to her again outside of her

23 residence a second time the same evening.

24 Q. Why did you'speak to her one time and then talk té her

25 again?
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1 A. Just sometimes either we learned other information

2 regarding the investigaticn, cor we'd have follow-up guestions
3 that we need tc ask somebody.

4 Q. Were you able tc¢ determine who had been driving Dana's

5 car at the time of the shocting in Carolina Forest?

6 A. Brandon Huertas.

7 Q. And were you to identify who was with Brandon Huertas?

8 A. Abdullah Seifullah.

9 Q. Did Dana explain tc you whe they were --
10 A. Yes, ma'am, she did.
11 Q. -—- and why they were here?
12 A. Yes.

13 Q. Did you know they were from out cf town?

14 A. Yes.

15 Q. As you were talking to Dana that night, did she show you

16 some text messages on her phone with the defendant?

17 A, Yes.
18 Q. And did she show you any with Brandon Huertas?
19 A. The messages she showed me that night were with, it was

20 Abdullah and -- Abdullah and Brandon, I believe it was pboth of

21 them.

22 Q. Okay. And did you seize her phone at that time?
23 A. Yes, we took the phone.

24 Q. Did she voluntarily give you the phone?

25 A. Yes.
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Q. Whenever you take a pilece of evidence into your custody,
is it common practice to memorialize that in what's called an
evidence form or a chain of custody form?

A. Yes, ma'am,

Q. Did you do that for that —-

A. Yes.

Q. I'm geing to show you what's been marked as Exhibit No.
24. TIs this a copy of that chain of custody form that we
discussed?

A. Yes, ma'am.

Q. And does that form, what does it show? What's the
purpose of it?

A, It's an evidence record. Basically this keeps track of
when we collect a piece of evidence and what happens to that
piece of evidence after that.

Q. And is that kept in the ordinary course of business?

A. Yes, ma'am.

MS. WALLER: Your Honor, the State seeks to introduce
Exhibit 24 into evidence.

MR. GARDNER: No objection, Your Honor.

THE COURT: TIt's into evidence.

(State's Exhibit No. 24 was admitted inte evidence)

Q. Do you recall whether or not you asked Dana Maldonado
for Abdullah Seifullah's phone number that night?

A, We did.
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Q. 2nd do you know what that phone number is?
A. Not off the top of my head, but if you'd give me a
second to refer to my notes.
Q. Yes. If you'd like to refresh your reccllecticn, refer

to your notes and then put them aside when you answer the

question, please.

A. The phone number for Abdullah Seifullah is 203-919-6372,

Q. Did you also get Brandon Huertas' phone number?
A, Yes, ma'am.
Q. What was that?

A. 475-236-1480.

Q. Why was it important to you to get those phone numbers

that night?

A, Typically in an investigation we're going to want to
cell phone records for either suspects or witnesses or
victim's, depends on the circumstances of the case.

Q. And when you say, cell phone records, you don't have
go into great detail, but just a brief overview of what you
mean by cell phone records?

A, Yes, ma'am. We would have call detail records, who
you're calling, what time you're calling, the date you're

calling, numbers assoclated with the number you're calling,

get

to

also the cell phone tower that your phone is using, the sector

of that cell phone tower, and would also provide us an azimuth,

give general location of where the cell phone is when the usage
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1 of the phone is occurring.
2 Q. So do you get those records from phone company
3 providers, like, Verizon --
4 A. Yes, ma'am.
5 Q. -— or AT&T?
6 A. Yes, ma'am, that's correct.
7 Q. Do those often aid police in investigations in a crime
8 such as this?
9 A. Yes, ma'am.
10 Q. And how do they do that?
11 A. We will know who the person is communicating with, you
12 know, how long they're communicating with that person for, the

13 phone number of that person, and alsc, again, the general

14 location of the cell phone while it's being used.

15 Q. Okay. So let's get back to the apartment that you

16 respeonded teo. Did law enforcement obtain a search warrant to

17 search that apartment?

18 A. Yes, ma'am.

19 Q. Did you actually perform the search?

20 A. Crime scene performs the search.

21 Q. Crime scene?

22 A. Uh~huh.

23 Q. What kind of items were you looking for in that

24 apartment?

25 A. Firearms, identification, items such as that, any
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evidence from the crime that occurred, basically.

Q. And you said crime scene investigators are the ones who
actually perform the search, why is that?

A. They are tasked with documenting the search, collecting
evidence, make sure the evidence is preserved correctly, things
like that.

Q. Do you know what items were found in that apartment that

were relevant to this investigation?

A. The firearm that was used to kill the wvictim.
Q. Anything else that you recall from the top of your head?
A. Identification for the defendant, his Social Security

Card, along with some of his financial cards, and cother items.
Q. Were those items collected?
A. They were.
Q. And who collected those?
A, Crime scene.
Q. What about the silver Dodge Charger, what happened to it

that night?

A. We seized it, and again, it was searched.
Q. Did you perform that search?
A. No, ma'am.

Q. Who did that?
A Crime scene.
Q. Do you have any information, or did you learn through

the course of your investigation any information as tc why
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Brandon Huertas and Abdullah Seifullah borrowed Dana

Maldonado's car that night?

A.

vehicle was damaged in a wreck,

Q.

the night that you responded the scene indicate

trying to help the defendant get a plane ticket

So their wvehicle, as Trooper Enzo testified to, their

Did Dana Maldonado -- did those messages

I'm going to show you what's been marked

Connecticut?
A, That's correct.
Q.
Exhibit 4.
A. No, ma'am.
Q.

Let's see. 85S¢ do you know approximately

accident occurred?

A.

and then 501 is here

here.

Q.

Do you mind coming down again?

so they needed a car.

you reviewed
she had been

back to

as State's

where this

You have Carolina Forest Boulevard is here (indicating,)

(indicating,)

50 it would be in this area

And I believe, and you can correct me if I'm wrong, I

believe you can see the Carolina Forest sign that's right here

that people see,

A.

Q.

too.

Yes, ma'am.

that green sign?

In the picture that we saw, we can pull that up for you

Ckay. And tell me where that is in locaticn -- in

reference to Planet Fitness and Dana Maldonado's house?

A.

Planet Fitness i1is here

{(indicating.)
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Q. Okay.
A. And Dana Maldonado's house is here (indicating.)
Q. Okay. So that's pretty close?
A. Yes, ma'am.
Q. And then you interviewed Dana at the scene that night.

Did you later conduct an interview with her at the M.L. Brown

Building?
A. Yes.
Q. During the course of that interview room -- during the

course of that interview was she more forthcoming about what
had happened than she had been on the scene?

A. Yes.

Q. And during the course of that interview did you ask her
to give you what's commonly known as DNA standard?

A. Yes.

Q. Can you tell the jury what that is?

a. Yes. A DNA standard is used to compare against evidence
in regards to the investigation. Essentially what we do is we
take what almost looked like a large Q-Tip, a swab, and we swab
the inside of somebody's cheek, and it's a sterile swab, it's
placed inte a sterile package, and it's sealed up and it's
submitted to evidence, and eventually it goes to the State Law
Enforcement Division for DNA analysis.

Q. Did you actually cellect, did you actually swab Dana's

cheek and package it up and send it to SLED for analysis?
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A. I'm not the cne that sends it out to SLED, that's done
through evidence but we would --
0. Did you take a swab and package it?
A. Yes.
Q. I'm going toc show you what's been marked as State's
Exhibit 5 and 25.
MS. WALLER: May I approach, Your Honor?
THE COURT: Yes.
Q. So whenever you collect evidence, we've already talked

about this, but you fill ocut ocne of these chain of custody
forms; is that correct?

A. That's correct.

Q. Did you dc that for these DNA swabs, we also call them
buccal swabs?

A. Yes, ma'am.

Q. Okay. And is that a copy of the chain of custody form
for these buccal swabs?

A. Yes, ma'am.

Q. I'm Qoing to show you number five. Can you loock at that
and tell me 1f those are the swabs you collected from Dana that
day?

A. They're sealed up in this evidence container, they're in
this envelcope, but it is labeled two oral swabs from Dana
Maldonado.

Q. And whenever you get evidence back from SLED, do they
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often come in this type of packaging?

A. Yes.
Q. It's got your number on there?
A. Yes, ma'am.

MS. WALLER: Your Honor, the State would like to
introduce Exhibits 25 and 5 into evidence.
MR. GARDNER: ©No objection, Your Honor.
THE COURT: They're into evidence.
(State's Exhibits Nos. 5 & 25 were admitted into evidence)

Q. Okay, let's talk about what we learned. After
investigating the primary scene at Carolina Forest and then the
secondary scene at Brightwater Court, were you able to identify
a suspect in the shooting?

A. Yes, ma'am.

Q. And who did you identify as a suspect?

A. Abdullah Seifullah.

Q. You said earlier that you obtained cell phone records,
or that can obtain cell phone records. Did you actually obtain
cell phone records in this case?

A. Cell pheocne records were obtalned in this case, yes,
ma'am.

Q. Okay, or law enfercement obtained them. I'm going to
show you what was previously entered intc evidence as State's
Exhibit 74 and 75. So 74, they're on flash drives, but -- I'm

sorry, 73 and 74. I'm going to show you these flash drives, 73
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is for T-Mobile.

A. Yes, ma'am.

Q. Did you actually receive cell phone reccerds from
T-Mobile?

A. Yes, ma'am, we did.

Q. Do you recall whose cell phone records came from
T-Mobile?

A, I believe it was Abkdullah's.

Q. You can check to make sure you're correct.

A. Let me just double check. Yes, ma'am, that's correct.

Q. What specific time pericd were you locking for for those
records?

A, The time period that was requested in the search

warrant, again, I'll have toc refer to my notes for that. The
search warrant was, the dates were February 1, 2023 to June 20,
2023,

Q. And did T-Mobile provide those records for Abdullah
Seifullah's phone?

A. Yes, ma'am.

Q. Does that include the date of the murder?

A. Yes, ma'am.

Q. Did you also ask a provider for Brandon Huertas' phone
records?

A. Yes, ma'am.

0. Was it the same time range?
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A. Yes, ma'am.
Q. What provider was that?
A. Verizon.
Q. Did Verizon provide those?
A. Yes, ma'am.
Q. Were those records located on those flash drives I just
showed you?
A. Yes, ma'am.
Q. Did the leccation that you provided from the cell phone

companies provide you any information relevant to your

investigation?
A. Yes, ma'am.
Q. What did you learn?

A, I learned that Mr. Seifullah's cell phcne was in the
general area of the crime scene around the time that the crime
occurred.

Q. And did you provide those records to anyone in your
department for further analysis?

A, Yes, ma'am.

Q. And what department did ycu provide those to?

A, We have a unit that does electronic evidence, and it was
to analyst Karl Kangas, and he's one of our analysts at the
police department.

Q. So he's a digital forensic analyst at the police

department?
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A, That's correct, we have a technology unit.
Q. At some point did you go back out to Planet Fitness?
A. Yes, ma'am.

Q. Why did you do that?
A To ccllect videco footage from Planet Fitness and check
their system to see if we had information from when -- to see

if Seifullah had checked in.

Q. Okay. And were you able to actually gather some
information?

A. Yes, ma'am.

Q. I'm going to show you what's been previously marked as

35, 85, 84, 91 and 92. So let's start 35.

MS. WALLER: If you could put 35 up?

Q. Is this a still from the information you obtained that
day?

A. Yes, ma'am.

Q. And you watched the video that you saw earlier, was that

the video you take?

A, That's cecrrect.

Q. And I believe, you could see your face, was that your
Body Camera?

A. That's correct.

Q. Okay. And then, let's see, 85.

A. Yes, ma'am, that's a still, or a picture of Mr.

Seifullah's check-in picture at Planet Fitness.
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Q. Okay. And let's go B4.

A. And that is a picture of the log-in, the log-in's from
that date, and you can see Mr. Seifullah toward the middle.

Q. Okay. And then 92 and 917

A. Those are pictures from the video of Abdullah Seifullah.

Q. And go back to, let's go back to 35. What's the date
and time on that?

A. June 18, 2023, and it's 11:28.

Q. So you were actually there viewing that footage at
Planet Fitness. Were you able to determine if the date and

time were correct?

A, They were correct.
Q. How would you determine that?
A. Generally how we do that is we just compare the current

time on the counter system to our cell phone. You know, you
put the time on the counter system up next to your cell phone
and you make sure that the date and time is correct.

Q. So this date is time is correct. What was relevant to
you about June 18, 20237

A. It was the day before the incident, obkvicusly, and also,
information that we obtained through the investigation was that
he had been at Planet Fitness the day before, and this was to
confirm that information.

Q. And this Planet Fitness is the same Planet Fitness where

David Roldan-Dimas was murdered?
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A. That's correct.
Q. And do you recognize the person in the photographs?
A. In this picture, yeah, it is Abdullah Seifullah.
Q. Qkay. You testified earlier that when a crime like this

occurs, you said that even as a cold case detective do you
still assist in active homicides?

A, Yes, ma'am.

Q. And do other detectives assist you when you have an
active homicide?

A. Yes, ma'am.

Q. Do you guys run down a whole bunch of leads when you're
investigating a case?

A. Yes, ma'am.

Q. And do all of those leads, are they always -- do they
also yield evidence relevant to the investigation?

A. Not always.

Q. Not always. In fact, do you often do a lot of work that
isn't relevant; is that correct?

A. Yes, ma'am, we do.

. In this case did you perform a firearms trace con the gun
recovered from, you or scmebody in your department, on the gun
recovered from the scene?

A. Yes, we did.

c. And can you where tell me who the gun was registered to?

A. Yes, ma'am, let me just refer to my records, please.
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Q. Yes.

A, The purchaser of the firearm, and this was back in
June -- on June 24th of 2016 was a Craig George Lady (ph) out
of Bristol, Connecticut, and the weapon was purchased in
Plainville, Connecticut at Jim's Collectibles & Firearms.

Q. Did your investigation reveal whether or not that
individual had any involvement in this crime?

A, No involvement, ma'am. Mr. Lady is listed as a white

male born in 1963. He would have been approximately
60-years—-old at the time, and again, he was listed as a white
male. The description of our shooter was black male who
appeared to be able to run very fast and be athletic --

Q. Okay.

A. -- he was athletic, and that would not really fit the
description of a 60-year-old white man.

0. We'll watch that together in a second and let you
narrate, but before we get to that, let's talk about Brandon
Huertas. Have you ever seen or met Brandon Huertas?

A. I have.

233

0] What does he lcok 1ike?

A. He's a Hispanic male.

Q If I show you a picture will you recognize him?

A Yes, ma'am.

Q. I'm going to show you what's been previously marked and

admitted as State's 85. Can we have 95, please? Is that
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Brandon Huertas?

A. That is correct, that is Brandon Huertas.

Q. Does he loék like someone who could be mistaken for a
black man?

A, No, ma'am.

Q. You said you met him and seen him in person. What is
his physical condition likev?

A, Mr. Huertas, throughout the investigation we discovered

that Mr. Huertas has a cane to assist him in getting around,

and also sometimes has a walker, as well.

Q. And have you ever seen him in a wheelchair?

A. He was either in a walker or a wheelchair at one of our
hearings.

Q. But he does not appear to be someone who can run fast

after a car; is that correct?

A. No, ma'am.

Q. During the course of your investigation, we talked about
the standard you obtained from Dana. Did you also obtain a
suspect standard, or DNA standard, from Brandon Huertas?

A. Yes, ma'am.

Q. What is the purpose of that?

A, Again, to compare two items that we recovered at the

Q. You did it the same way with the Q-Tip in the mouth?

A. That's correct.
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Q. Okay. And when you did that did you fill out another
one of these chain of custody forms that we talked about?

A. Yes, ma'am.

Q. Let's start with Brandon Huertas. I'm going to approach
and show you what's been marked as State's Exhibit 33 and 23 --
number 33, is this a copy of the chain of custody form for
Brandon Huertas' DNA standard or buccal swab?

A, Yes.

Q. I'm going to show you what's been marked as Exhibit
Number 23. 1Is that the packaging that contains Brandon
Huertas' buccal swabs?

A. Yes, ma'am, i1t's labeled: Two oral swabs, Brandon
Huertas.

Q. Okay. And is that the packaging that stuff comes back

in from the State Law Enforcement Division?

A. Yes, ma'am.

Q. And who does the testing on these items?
A. The State Law Enforcement Division.

Q. Okay.

MS. WALLER: Your Eonor, at this point the State
would like to introduce 23 and 33 into evidence.

MR. GARDNER: No objection, Your EHonor.

THE COURT: They're into evidence.
(State's Exhibit Nos. 23 & 33 were admitted into evidence.)

Q. Did you also obtain a DNA from the defendant, Abdullah
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Seifullah?

A, Yes, ma'am.

Q. And did you obtain it the same way?

A. Yes, ma'am.

Q. Buccal, a Q-Tip in the mouth, you just swish it around
your mcuth?

A, That's correct.

Q. I'm golng to show you what's been marked as State's

Exhibit 32 and 22, and this is another one of those chain of
custody forms. Is this a form that you filled out showing that
you took custody of those buccal swabs?

A. Yes, ma'am.

Q. And after you take to swab, Jjust kind of tell me what
you do to secure it so that you know it's not tampered with in
any way.

A. Sure. After we take the swab, it's brought to our
evidence department and it's placed into evidence and we seal
the evidence with evidence tape and the swabs are put into a

box, a sterile box.

Q. And do you put those into a certain area at the police
department?
A, They go into our evidence, which is secure of our --

that only our evidence personnel would have access to.
Q. And if anybody else do take possession of these or take

them anywhere, do they have to sign them out on that chain of
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Q. That's what that is, essentially?

A, That's correct.
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MS. WALLER: So Your Honor, we'd like to move to 22

and 32 into evidence at this time.

MR. GARDNER: No objection, Your Honor.

THE COURT: They are intc evidence.

(State's Exhibits 22 & 2322 were admitted into evidence)

Q. Detective Wydra, during the course of your

investigation, were you or someone at the police department

able to obtain surveillance footage showing the shooting from a

distance?
A. That's correct.
Q. Have you reviewed that footage?
A. Yes, ma'am.

MS. WALLER: Court's indulgence.

up again, Your Honor?

THE COURT: Yes.

May we move the TV

MR. GARDNER: Judge, if they are going to play that

same video, I think they've already played it twice. I would

just say it's being redundant.

THE COURT: Might counsel approach the bench?

(Off the record discussion was held at the bench by

Court and counsel)
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Q. Detective Wydra, what I want you to do, because the
video can be difficult, can you Jjust tell the jury what you're
looking at and what you see in the video when we play it? If

you need to get up and point, you can do that. Do you have a

pointer?
MS. WALLER: Okay. Let's try to move it up.
(Video playing)
Q. So while she's got it here, do you see, let's look --

can you brake lights over there?

A. Yeah, brake lights (indicating.) I can't reach up there.
Q. So is that the area we need to direct our attention to?
A. Yes, ma'am.

Q. So when we play it, let's watch. Okay, those brake
lights right there?
A. Yes, ma'am.
MS. WALLER: Can you play it while I peint? Okay.
So just play it. |
Q. When you see a person, okay —-
MS. WALLER: Can you pause it?
Q. It's very difficult to see, but the Jjury can watch this
in their jury room.
MS. WALLER: Go ahead and play.
A. You can see somebody that lcoks like they got out of
that car, the one with the brake lights on it.

MS. WALLER: Pause it for a second.
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Q. Can you see this other car here?
A, Yes, ma'am, you see the brake lights.
Q. You see brake lights on that car. COkay.

MS. WALLER: Okay, you can play. Pause it.

0. You see the second car?
A. The second car --

Q. Right there.

A. -- moved, yes.

Q. It moved and stopped.
A, That's correct.

Q. Ckay.

A. And you see somebody look like they are attempting to
get back in the other car that is parked, and that car pulls
away very quickly.

Q. Very quickly, and there, we see the one that had the
bright lights.

A. You see the car coming around and the person chasing
after the car.

MS. WALLER: OQkay. Can you pause it one second?

Q. Okay. So the person, right there?

A, That's correct.

MS. WALLER: Play it, please.

A. There's the silver Charger overtaking the vehicles in

front ¢of them and the person returning across the field chasing

after it.
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MS. WALLER: All right. You can stop.

Q. Okay. So it seems that you learned pretty quickly
during the course of this investigétion, what happened to David
Roldan-Dimas?

A. He was shot and killed.

Q. And through the course of your investigation, you said
you identified this defendant as -- what part did you identify
him as having a part to this?

A, As the person who shot Mr. Dimas.

Q. Did you ultimately arrest Abdullah Seifullah for the
murder of David Roldan-Dimas?

A. Yes.

MS. WALLER: No further questions at this time.

THE CQURT: Mr. Foreman and ladies and gentlemen of
the jury, we're going to recess until about 1:30. Do not do
any independent investigation, no social media, do no discuss
this case amongst yourselves or with anyone else. Everyone
remain seated as the jury exits the courtroom, 1:30, 1:30
sharp.

{(Jury exited the courtroom at this time)

THE COURT: Detective, under these circumstances, you
can't discuss the case with either lawyer and I ask that you
come back at 1:30, and we will resume with the
cross—-examination.

THE WITNESS: Yes, Your Honor.
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THE COURT: Very good. Anything from the State?

MS. WALLER: No, sir, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Anything from the defense?

MR. GARDNER: No, Your Honor,

THE COURT: We'll stand at ease until 1:30, 1:30
sharp.

(Recess taken)

THE COURT: Anything from the State before we
proceed?

MS. WALLER: No, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Anything from defense?

MR. GARDNER: No, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Our witness can retake the stand.

THE WITNESS: Thank you, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Rather than re-swear you in, I will
acknowledge that when the jury comes out.

THE WITNESS: Yes, sir.

{Jury entered the courtroom at this time)

THE COURT: Ladies and gentlemen of the jury, thank
you for being here and being here on time. We're going to
resume with cross-examination. He is still under oath.
Yes, sir, Mr. Gardner?

MR. GARDNER: Thank you, Your Honor.

241





242

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

230

CROSS-EXAMINATION

BY MR. GARDNER:

Q. Good afternoon, Detective. 1I'll be brief, I just have a
couple things I want to clear up. You covered so much this
morning, I tried to keep up with you. I think you started out
with, you went to Dana Maldonado's house? Did I say that
right, Maldonado?

i Dana Maldonado.

Q. Yeah. You went to her house, and would it be fair to
say she wasn't very cooperative c¢r at least very honest at the
beginning?

A. Initially when I interviewed her, she did lie about some
things, that's correct.

Q. Okay. Let's see. And you did a chain of custody for
the phone numbers, and you got those from Dana, also; is that
right, for both Brandon and --

A, For both cell phone number?

Q. Yeah.

A, Which specifically?

Q. Well, if I understood the testimony, you got the cell

phone numbers from Brandon and Abdullah --

A. That's correct.
Q. -- and you got those from Dana?
A. That's correct.

Q. Okay. And there was some testimony and video and
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pictures and another video and pictures of Abdullah inside the
gymnasium, and that was a couple days, or at least one day
prior to the incident; is that right?

A, Yes, sir, one day before.

Q. And he was a member, and he was actually taking a shower
there, did you know that?

A. S0 I know he went in the locker room.

Q. Well, you interviewed Dana, and I think Dana had
testified, or at least given a statement, that these guys had
stayed in her house, but they went, or at least Dullah went and
took a shower, because I guess, I don't know why, but they
didn't have showers there, or something, but no doubt they were

staying with her, right? Abdullah and Brandon stayed with

Dana?
A, I believe, one night they spent in the parking, and the
following day -- the night -- from her testimeny, 1t was that

they stayed in the Planet Fitness parking lot at one point, I
believe, and then another night stayed at her house.
Q. I'm not trying to trick you or anything, I'm just trying

to get a handle on it because --

A, Yeah, I just wanted to make sure I give you the correct
information.
Q. I'm sorry, I didn't mean to talk over you. Keep going

if you got more.

A, I just wanted to make sure I give you the correct
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information.

Q. And that's fine. I think the vibe of the thing is that
these two fellows were at her house and stayed.in the spare
room, and I don't know if they stayed all night, slept in the
parking lot, whatever it was, but they were there because they
came to -- at least Brandon came to see her?

A. Yes, that's correct.

Q. All right. And you talked about taking swabs from both
of the gentlemen, Brandon and Abdullah?

A, Yes, sir.

Q. And buccal swabs, the DNA. Now, I don't know if this is
beyond your scope, but there was no -- did you all see DNA from
the scenes, like, in the car, or anywhere like that?

A. As far as the swabs go from the crime scene, that would
be the crime scene investigator that would need to ——

Q. All right. So we'll take that up with them. All right.
And vyou testified something about that Dana was trying get
plane tickets. I don't know where that came from, but to your
knowledge, she didn't order any plane tickets, right?

A, I don't have any knowledge that she actually ordered any
plane tickets.

Q. I didn't think so. And in the Charger, do we have any
evidence that you're aware of that puts Abdullah in that
Charger? I know there's been a lot of talk about the Charger

was gone, and at one time Dana had told you that she didn't
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know anything about the car leaving, that the keys were in the
purse, and I think she said the purse was on the counter, do
you rememper that when you first started talking to her?

A. So during my initial interview with Ms. Maldonado, she
stated that she had left her purse on the counter in the
apartment and went into her bkedroom and left the keys to the
Charger in the purse, so she was unsure exactly what happened
te the car and the keys.

Got it. Okay.

She was not -—-

Yeah, and she --

-- that was the initial interview.

Go ahead, I keep --

> o » 0 » oo

I said that was the initial interview.

Q. QOkay. All right. &nd at that time she didn't see
either one of them drive the car or in the car?

A, I believe she testified to the fact that Mr. Abdullah
was in her car when they went to the vape store.

Q. Yeah, we heard the testimony. I apologize if I didn't
make it clear, I was talking to you about when you first
interviewed her at her house.

A. Uh-huh.

Q. You were talking to her about the keys and the purse on
the counter, and she did not tell you that she saw either one

of these guys in that car at that time?
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1 A, Her testimony at that peoint in time, or excuse me, her
2 statement at that point in time is that she left the keys in
3 the purse on the counter in her apartment and went into her

4 bedroom, so she could not say what happened to who took the

5 keys or how the car went.

6 Q. That's a fancy way of saying that she did not see either
7 one of these guys in the car?

8 A, At that point in time that's what she said.

9 Q. And it's a better way of saying she didn't see Abdullah

10 in the car. The only time that we know of any time, and you
11 correct me if I'm wrong, but the only information that we have
12 about Abdullah being in that Challenger was the testimony that
13 we heard today from Dana?

14 A. Dana testified to that, and on top of that, we have the
15 video from the scene of the subject getting out of the back of

16 what appears to be the Charger from the scene.

17 0. You're talking about at the crime scene?

18 A. Yes, sir.

19 0. Ckay. We don't know who that is.

20 A. I know who that is from my investigation, but I can't

21 I.D. the person from the wvideo, do you understand what I'm

22 trying say?

23 Q. You're saying that you saw on a video somebody get out
24 of a car.

25 A. I'm saying that the person gets out of the car and
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approaches the victim's car.

0. Okay.

A, And that's what I'm saying. I'm saying through my
investigation the person who did that was identified as Mr.
Seifullah.

Q. Well, that's a giant leap, and since you brought it up,
I mean, you're testifying almost to the jury's decision, so
let's figure out how you got there.

I'm not saying I can identify the person.
Okay, I didn't think so.
Yeah, that's not what I'm saying, sir.

All right.

oo » o

I don't want you to misunderstand what I'm saying.
Q. No, and I don't either, and I definitely -- if I

misunderstand it, we'll get it straight --

A. Yeah.
Q. -- but I want to make sure —--
A. Nco, that's not what I'm are saying —-

Q. Okay good.

A. -- I'm not saying I could identify the person from this
video.
Q. So let me say, we'll clear it up right now. Okay. The

only evidence we have of Abdullah being in that Challenger was
the testimony that Dana gave today?

A, Being able to identify him in the car, correct.
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Q. Okay, and that's it. There's no DNA, there's no witness
statements, there's no evidence of any type that puts him in
that car? |

A, As far as being able to identify him as being in the
car, that is correct. There is other evidence, like I said, as
far as the case goes.

Q. Yeah, we can point to a little man running down the
street, but we don't know who the little man running down the
street is. We're trying to figure ocut if we can -- what we're
doing today. All right? Do we have anything else to add to
that?

A. No, sir.

MR. GARDNER: Judge, may I have a moment to confer
with my client?

THE COURT: Yes, sir.

MR. GARDNER: That's it, Your Honor. Thank you.

THE COURT: Redirect?

MS. WALLER: Very briefly, Your Honor.

REDIRECT EXAMINATION

BY MS. WALLER:

Q. Detective Wydra, Mr. Gardner asked you about your first
interview with Dana on the scene the night of, the early
morning hours of June 20th, and I believe you just testified
that had she told you at that time she didn't know what

happened to the car; is that correct?
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A, That is correct.

Q. Did you perform cor conduct a follow-up interview with
her where she did tell you what she had done with the car?

A. That is correct.

Q. And what did she tell you happened to the car?

A. She told that Brandon —— she gave her car keys to
Brandon, and her and Abdullah had the car.

Q. and did she also -- did you also learn that Brandon
Huertas and Abdullah Seifullah returned to Dana's apartment

that night with the car?

A. That is correct.
Q. And when you arrived at the scene was the car there?
A. It was.

Q. We talked a little bit about this wvideo, which
admittedly, is difficult to see. Does the video that we've all
watched and that you reviewed corroborate what witnesses saw at
Planet Fitness that night?

A. Yes.

Q. And can you tell me how witnesses at Planet Fitness that
night described the person they saw shoot David Roldan-Dimas?

4. Yes. So they described the subject as a black male, he
had a mask over part of his face, and they described him as
being athletic and very fast as he fled the scene.

Q. And do any of those attributes describe Brandon Huertas?

A. No, it does not.
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Q. You testified, and I believe we talked about the gun
that was recovered at Dana's house that night?

A, Yes, ma'am.

Q. As the lead investigator did you request that that gun
be tested further?

A, Yes, ma'am.

Q. And that DNA standard that you got from Abdullah
Seifullah, was that tested against DNA found on the gun?

A, Yes, it was.

Q. And what were the results of that?

A, Abdullah Seifullah's DNA was on the gun.

Q. And I believe you testified that you went to the crime
scene at Planet Fitness that night?

A. Yes, ma'am.

Q. Were cartridge cases and projectiles located at the
scene of the shooting?

MR. GARDNER: Your Honeor, I apologize, but I think
we're running afield of the redirect, and I think that this
will be brought up with the next witness if we need to.

THE COURT: I understand she's directly addressing
what you brought out on cross, and she's allowed to do that.

MR. GARDNER: Okay.

Q. So did you recover cartridge cases and projectiles from
the scene of the Planet Fitness shooting?

A. So our crime scene unit did recover shell casings, a
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shell casing from the scene and also a shell casing which was
still in the weapon when the weapon recovered and failed to
eject from the weapon. The weapon malfunctioned and did not
eject that last casing.

Q. Okay. So you're saying that that third -- well, the
other casing was actually in the gun when it was found at the
apartment?

A, That's the way that I understand it, yes, ma'am, but I
am not the one who recovered it, but that's my understanding
from the officers who did.

Q. And as the lead detective, you would know that?

A, That's correct.

Q. As the lead investigator, did you request that that
cartridge case and the projectile and the gun all be tested

against one another?

A, I did.
Q. And do you know what the results of those tests were?
A, The results were the weapon that we recovered was the

weapon that killed the wvictim, and that is the same weapon that
had the defendant's DNA on it, as well.
Q. I'm going to show you one picture.
MS. WALLER: Court's indulgence, one moment.
Q. I'm going to show you what's previously been marked and
introduced as State's Exhibit 49. I'll just hold it up, you

might remember this photo. You said you responded to this —-
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this is Dana's apartment, you responded?
A. Yes, ma'am, I recognize the photo.
Q. So what do you see here in the photo, right here? Do

you see that?

A. That's a wallet.

Q. A wallet. Okay. Did you further examine that wallet,
have you seen it?

A. I have.

Q. Okay. I'm showing you what's been marked as State's

Exhibkit 55. Have you seen this wallet?

A. Yes, ma'am.

Q Is that what it actually looks like?

A. Yes, ma'am.

Q And then this is another just view of it. Have you seen
this?

A. Yes, ma'am, I have.

Q. Qkay.

MS. WALLER: Hold on one second. You can pull that
one up, the number 49. Your Honor, at this point the State
would like to introduce Exhibits 55 and 56 into evidence.

THE CCURT: Any objection?

MR. GARDNER: I'm going to object on the same grounds
that I've said earlier. I'm not arguing with your ruling, bkut
I think this is beyond the scope of redirect.

THE CQURT: Very good. I'll allow them to ask it,
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the pictures are into evidence.
MS. WALLER: Thank you.
(State's Exhibits Nos. 55 & 56 were admitted into evidence.)

Q. Is the wallet? Is this the same wallet you can see
laying on the bed?

A. Yes, ma'am.

MS. WALLER: Okay. Go to the next one, 56.

Q. You see something above it, what is that?

A. That's Abdullah Seifullah's Social Security Card.

Q. And now let's go back to, I believe it's 29. Can you
see that laying on the bed?

A. Yes, ma'am.

Q. And can we see what's previously been entered as State's
50? Is that a close-up view cf that bag that's on the bed?

A. It is.

Q. Is that the gun you recovered, or that someone -- that
crime scene recovered?

A, That is the gun that crime scene recovered.

0. Is that the same gun that matches the cartridge case and
the projectile at the scene?

A. That's correct, that is.

Q. And is that the gun that had the defendant's DNA on it?

A. That is correct. That's the gun that had the
defendant's DNA on it and the gun that was used to kill the

victim.
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Q. And how close to the wallet was that?
b, That's right next to it.

MS. WALLER: No further questions.

A. You can see the gun right there on the bed.

MS. WALLER: I think that's it, Your Hornor.

THE COURT: Very good. You may step down.

THE WITNESS: Thank you, Your Honor.

THE COURT: You may call your next witness.

MR. MARTIN: Your Heonor, the State calls Dr. Angelina
Phillips.

THE COURT: Yes, ma'am, if you could please come
forward, I'm going to ask, if you could, take a moment put your
paperwerk down and place your left hand on the Bible and raise
your right, as the Clerk administers the oath.

ANGELINA PHILLIPS WAS DULY SWORN AT THIS TIME AND
TESTIFIED AS FOLLOWS:

THE WITNESS: Angelina Phillips, A-n-g-e-l-i-n-a,
P-h-i-l-1-i-p-s.

MR. MARTIN: May it please the Court, Judge?

THE COURT: Yes.

VOIR DIRE EXAMINATION
BY MR. MARTIN:
Q. Dr. Phillips, can you tell the jury what it is that you
do for a living?

A. I am a forensic pathologist.
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Q. How long have you been doing that?
A. Ten years.
Q. And kind of help us understand, what does a forensic
pathologist do?
A A forensic pathologist is a doctor who is trained in the

field of pathology, specifically the part of pathology that
deals with performing autopsies for the purposes of determining
the cause and manner of death.

Q. What is your educational background?

A. I have an undergraduate degree in anthropology from New
York University, a graduate degree, a Master's in human
nutrition from Columbia University in New York, I completed
four years of Medical School at SUNY, that's State University
of New York in Upstate New York, and then four years of
training in pathology, general pathology, in Massachusetts
before coming down to South Carolina at the Medical University
of South Carclina for one more year of training, specifically
in forensic pathology.

Q. And now that we'wve talked about education, moving along
to your professional background, where all have you worked?

MR. GARDNER: Your Honor, excuse me. We would
stipulate that she's an expert in forensic pathology.

THE COURT: All right. Mr. Foreman and ladies and
gentlemen of the jury, normally a person can't give opinion

testimony. An ordinary witness can only testify as to what
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they heard, saw, sensed by smell, things of that nature,
however, there's an exception when somecne's qualified by
education or experience. They are permitted to give their
opinions in certain areas if the Court qualifies them that way.
This witness will be gualified in the area of forensic
pathclogy, and she is allowed to give her opinions in that
area. Just because a person is an expert does not mean that
you have to accept their opinion, you evaluate it like you
would any other evidence, and I'll charge you further with
regard to how to evaluate expert witnesses at the conclusion of
the case. Yes, sir?

MR. MARTIN: Thank you, Your Honor.

DIRECT EXAMINATION

BY MR. MARTIN:

Q. Dr. Phillips, I believe you previcusly testified to
performing autopsies. Approximately how many autopsies have
you performed?

A At least a thousand.

Q. And of those, approximately, you said a thousand?

A Unh~-huh.

Q A thousand autopsies, do you have a number as to how
many would have involved gunshot wounds?

A. About 15 percent of my cases are homicides, and a large
number of those are related to gunshots.

Q. and in the case that brings you to court here today,
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were you asked to perform an autopsy on the victim, David
Roldan-Dimas?

A. Yes.

Q. So when performing an autopsy on the victim in this
case, what was the first thing you did?

A. The autopsy usually begins with the body being placed on
the table and photographed as it is before any person touches
it or removes anything from the body.

Q. What happens next?

A. After photography is taken, I usually perform a general
examination of the outside of the beody looking to see anything
that might being of evidentiary wvalue on the clothing, if I
receive that, then I will collect fingernail clippings and pull
scalp hair, and any other debris that's on the body that I feel
is necessary to be collected at that peoint. After that process
is done the clothing is removed, if there is any clothing, and
then the body is cleaned of any dirt, debris that's on it so
that I can see full surface of the body without anything
obscuring the findings. Before I get into the full
examination, x-rays are performed. Should I keep going?

Q. That's fine, we can get back to that; You're good. You
mentioned external examination.

A, Yes.

Q. Did you note any injuries to the victim while performing

the external examination?
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1 A. Yes, I did.
2 Q. What were those?
3 A. He had a gunsheot wound and some other small injuries on
4 the body.
5 Q. And what kind of wound -- how would you describe the

6 wound that was caused from the, you said, a gunshot wound?

7 A. Yes. So the gunshot wound entered the body on the left
8 arm and then traveled through the bedy hitting a number of

9 major organs before exiting in the right axillary region, which
10 is the right armpit region.

11 Q. By locking at the wound could you determine the range
12 that may have been used between the firearm and the wound

13 itself?

14 A. In this case there was soot deposited, which is black
15 material that comes out the end of the gun, along with the

16 bullet. Soot was deposited around the entrance gunshot wound
17 on the left arm, and that tells me that is a close-range

18 gunshot wound.

19 Q. Did you note any other type of wounds on the victim's
20 body in this case?
21 A. In this case the other injury that I have noted is an
22 abrasion on the forehead.
23 Q. ILet's talk a little bit about the exit wound. What do
24 you recall from that?

25 A. The exit wound was located in the right armpit region.
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I can go into the specifics of it from the report if that's

needed.

Q. Please do, please do, and take your time if you need to
look at it.

A. So the report is generated after the autopsy, and it's

basically a complete description of the external and internal
examination of the body, and it will have a description of the
injuries and any additional findings that I have. For this
injury, the gunshot wound to the left arm, it exits, like I
said, in the right armpit region. That wound has the features
of an exit wound being slit-like, a tear in the skin where it
splits open as the bullet exits, and it is located
approximately one-and-a-half inches posterior to the
midaxillary line. The midaxillary line is an imaginary line
that's created down the middle side of the torso, in the middle
of the armpit, and posterior means back, so it's one-and-a-half
inches, about a little over the tip of my finger, first
knuckle, towards the back behind that midline, and five inches
below the top of the shoulder. That's with the body straight
up, top of the shoulder, five inches down. The additional
findings on that included a faint surrounding contusion. A
contusion is bruising, and that is blood that is now seeping
into the surrounding tissue underneath the skin from the injury
of the gunshot. The gunshot wound that's exited, tearing the

skin now creating bleeding around it. The other injury that I
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have documented related to the exit wound is a small
one-guarter inch superficial laceration that is on the skin
above the wound.

Q. We talked some now, or you had talked some now about an
entry and exit wound. Did you find any projectiles in the
victim's body?

A. I did not.

Q. Is there any other conclusions that you made about the
shot that occurred on the victim?

A. Other than the entrance and exit wound, I also give the
trajectory of the gunshot wound as it travels through the body.
It does not take into consideration any motion or movement or
position of the body. Imagine the body standing upright, arms
straight down to the side, from the entrance to the exit wound,
it is traveling from left to right, slightly down and slightly
towards the back.

Q. And I believe your report mentions the term perforating.
What does that mean?

A. When I describe a perforating gunshot wound, that means
the projectile enters the body, perforates through, and exits
the body. If there was a retained projectile, that would be
termed a penetrating gunshot wound, in that it penetrates into
the body, but does not exit.

Q. Would an injury like this that occurred to David, would

that injury have been immediately failed?
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A. The injuries that he sustained involved the heart,
aortic arch, and the right lung. The aortic arch 1s your large
blood vessel coming off of the heart taking blood to the rest
of the body. It has a high bit of pressure in it, and that
blood will pump out, but it does not pump out immediately, so
with these injuries there can be at least seconds to minutes
before the person would die.

Q. Looking at your report, was a toxicology report done as
a part of the autopsy?

A, Yes. All of the cases that we perform will get
toxicology, unless there is some reason that we cannot get
samples for that.

Q. So is that fairly standard?

A. Yes.

Q. And what, if anything, did the toxicology report show in
this case?

A. I have documented that the toxicology revealed,
caffeine, which was a presumptive positive, and that was all
that they identified.

Q. So I believe covering all of this, in your expert
opinion, what is the cause and manner of death to David
Roldan-Dimas?

A. The cause of death would be the gunshot wound to the
arm, and the manner of death is homicide.

MR. MARTIN: Court's indulgence. Your Honor, I don't
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have anymore questions for this witness at this time.

THE COURT: Cross-—-examination?

MR. GARDNER: No, Your Honor, no guestions.

THE COURT: You may step down and you're free to
leave. Thank you, ma'am.

THE WITNESS: Thank you.

MR. MARTIN: Thank you.

THE COURT: You may call your next witness.

MR. MARTIN: Your Honor, the State calls Detective
Tresean McQueen.

THE COURT: Mr. McQueen, you can lay your paperwork
down there, place your left hand con the Bible, raise your

right, as the Clerk administers the oath.

DETECTIVE TRESEAN MCQUEEN WAS DULY SWORN AT THIS TIME
AND TESTIFIED AS FOLLOWS:

THE COURT: Come around, please, sir, have a seat in
the witness chair, pull up real close to the microphone and
speak loudly, clearly and slowly in 6rder for me to hear
everything that you have to say. Let's start with your full
name.

THE WITNESS: Tresean McQueen,

THE COURT: Very good.
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DIRECT EXAMINATION
BY MR. MARTIN:
Q. Is it Detective?
A. Detective.
Q. Detective McQueen, let's go through your background a

little bit. Where do you currently work?

A. Horry County Police Department.

Q. How long have you been with Horry County Police
Department?

A. A little over six years.

What is your current assignment with the department?

Q

A. Horry County Narcotics.

Q And how long have you been with narcotics?

Y.} Since November of 2024.

Q. What other positions have you held with the county?

A, I was a PFC, which is a Patrolman First Class, as a road
officer. I did that for about three years. I was a background
investigatof as a PFC. There I would investigate people who
was trying to get into the police department for hire. I was
in crime scene shortly after that for a very where short stent
for a couple of months, and that was to process crime scenes
that we would go to, whether it was homicide or burglaries, or
anything like that. I was a Special Victims Unit detective,

and also a homicide detective for a little while.

Q. So you've done a lot. Let's back up. You mentioned





264

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

252

patrol officer. What were some of your duties as a patrol
officer?

i As a patrol officer we will respond to 911 calls for
service, whether it was emergency the 211, or non-emergency
calls, we would patrol areas, conduct traffic stops, secure
crimes when necessary if there was a scene that needed to be
secured.

Q. And with patrol would you sometimes assist in processing
crime scenes, as well?

A, You wouldn't necessarily assist in processing them, but
you would put up crime scene tape which is to make sure that
there's no evidence coming in or evidence leaving.

Q. And you mentioned you were actually in crime scene.
Were you in crime scene with Horry County Police Department
back in June of 20237

A. Yes, sir.

Q. And then what are some of the duties and
responsibilities of a crime scene investigatér?

A, We would respond to crime scenes, we would then take
photos of the crime scene, overall photos of the crime scene.
We would make sure we collected any evidence and collected it
and make sure it was collected the proper way, and then we
would process the evidence once that time came, whether it be
fingerprints and swabbing for DNA, and we will send things off

that needed to be sent off to SLED or off to any other area
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from there.
Q. Do you have any special training in order to perform
crime scene duties?
A. I did take a basic crime scene detective class which is

showing you how to photograph, what you're looking for once you
get on the scene, what other -- look at the cutlooks of

different perspectives of what's going on at that scene.

Q. Is there more than one crime scene investigator in the
department?

A, Yes.

Q. So how is it determined which crime scene investigator

responds to which call?

A. We were on call for a week at a time, so you would be on
call from Monday through Monday morning.

Q. And were you on call in the case involving a homicide of
David Reldan-Dimas?

A. Yes.

Q. And sort of explain to us how you first got involved in
that with particular case.

A. Cne of my supervisors gave us a phone call stating that
there was a potential homicide that just with occurred and that
we needed to respond to the Planet Fitness in the Carolina
Forest area to process that scene.

Q. And I know you menticned that you were only a crime

scene investigator for a brief period of time. Was this your
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1 first time taking the lead on a crime scene case?
2 A. Yes.
3 Q. But you had been inveolved in other crime scene
4 investigations?
§) A. That's correct.
6 Q. Was your supervisor at the time present at the scene?
7 A, Yes, she was.
8 Q. And did she assist?
9 A She did.
10 Q. So you mentioned Carolina Forest Planet Fitness. When
11 was your first task when you arrived?
12 A, When I first arrived I pulled up and made sure that to
13 scene was still secure. I then took -- I spoke with the lead

14 detectives and other patrol officers, was the first thing I

15 did, and from there I took photographs of the crime scene

16 itself.

17 Q. And in addition to the sergeant that you mentioned, was
18 there anybody else from crime scene present while you were

19 doing these things?

20 A. There was. We have a crime scene tech. She was our

21 note taker, so she would notate what was located, where it was
22 located, who processed it and picked it up.

23 Q. So let's back up a little bit. Help us paint the

24 picture. What did you see first when you arrived?

25 A. When I arrived on the scene you can see the Planet





10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

267
255

Fitness parking lot in that area, and from there you could see
a bunch of cop cars, blue lights and crime scene tape as you -=
as I originally pulled into the scene.

Q. And when get there did you speak to anybody?

A, I did. I spoke with some of the patrol officers and
some of the detectives that were on scene just to kind of get a
lay out of what was going on on the scene there.

Q. Did you learn any information that helped assist you

with your investigation?

A. Yes.
Q. What was that?
A, The victim had been shot and his car had collided with

another car in a different area of the parking lot.

Q. And you mentioned seeing crime scene tape. Was the
scene itself secured prior to your arrival?

A. Yes.

Q. And you kind of talked about this when you were on
patrol, but how did the patrol officers secure that crime scene
prior to your arrival?

A, With the crime scene tape, they would put crime scene
tape up wider than the actual area itself just to make sure
that nobody is allowed in or out, and if you were allowed in or
out, you had to sign off on the crime scene log.

Q. and why do you all do that?

A, Just to preserve the evidence that's on the scene to
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make sure that there's no evidence -- no extra evidence being
brought in, or any evidence being taken out.

Q. Aﬁd is that standard procedure?

A, Yes, sir.

Q. You mentioned photographs. What was the first thing you
did to process the scene?

A, T took photos, took overall photos.

Q. Okay. If I showed you some photographs, could you

identify them?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Did you take these photographs?
A, Yes, sir.

MR. MARTIN: May I approach the witness, Judge?

Q. I'm going to approach you with what's been marked as
State's 37, 38 & 39. Did you take these photographs?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. And what are they photographs of?

A, Thirty-seven i1is a photograph of the Planet Fitness
parking lot of the building Planet Fitness from a different --
from and angle, 38 is a photograph of the wvehicles, the
victim's vehicle that collided with ancther vehicle, and 39 is
alsc just another, it's just another angle of that vehicle
which collided.

Q. And are these fair and accurate representations?

A, Yes, sir.
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MR, MARTIN: Your Hcnor, at this time the State moves
to admit 37, 38 and 39 into evidence and publish.
(State's Exhibit Nos. 37, 38 & 39 were admitted)
MR. GARDNER: No objection, Your Honor.
THE COQURT: Intc evidence, and you may publish.

Q. I'm geing to hand you a clicker, that way we don't have
to get you coming off the stand. So let's first lock at 37.
Pcint out what's pretty cbvious, just point ocut where Planet
Fitness is at.

A, This area here (indicating.)

Q. Ckay. And is that the entrance, sort of one of
entrances to the parking lot?

A, Yes, sir.

Q. Ckay.

MR. MARTIN: Let's go to the next one.

Q. So you mentioned a black Camaro. What are we looking at
here?
A. So this is the wvictim's wvehicle here. That's the

victim's wvehicle, and you can tell that it collided with this
vehicle here.

Q. Ckay. And when you first responded, where was the
victim's body in relation to this photograph?

A. The victim was lying in this area here with his head up
this way and his feet down there,.

Q. Ckay. What is that on the curb there next to the car,
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1 can you tell?
2 A. That here?
3 Q. Yeah, that red stuff.
4 A, That is a red stain that is consistent with blood.
5 Q. Okay. All right, now, you said something about a
o different angle, what are we looking at here?
7 A. This is the opposite side of it looking -- that way --

8 the victim on that side of the vehicle on the ground there.

9 This is just another angle.

10 Q. And I think I asked you this, but what type of car was
11 the victim's wvehicle?

12 A. A Chevy Camaro.

13 Q. Now, were you able to tell at all sort of which

14 direction that Camaro came from?

15 A. Yes, sir.

16 Q. Where would that have been?

17 A. This isn't really a good picture.

18 Q. That's fine. 1I'll grab it real quick.

19 MR. MARTIN: Court's indulgence. We'll come back to

20 that while we're looking for this picture,

21 Q. I'm geing to approach you with what's been marked as
22 State's 36. What is this?

23 A. This is a sketch of the crime scene.

24 Q. And are those pretiy standard?

25 A, Yes, sir.
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Q. And that's fair and accurate?
A, Yes, sir.
MR. MARTIN: We'd ask that that be submitted into
evidence, Your Honor, and publish to the jury.
THE COURT: Any objection?
MR. GARDNER: ©No, Your Honor.
THE COURT: 1It's into evidence and you may puklish
it.
(State's Exhibit No. 36 was admitted into evidence)
Q. Again, I got a little ahead of myself. Now that we're
loocking at this sketch, can you peint out sort of what
direction you thought -- well, first of all, where is the

victim's vehicle on the sketch?

A, The victim's vehicle is right here (indicating.)
Q. And what is that next to that vehicle?
4. That is where the victim was lying, and then that is the

vehicle that the victim's vehicle collided with.
Q. And with your pointer, can you sort of peint out the

path that the vehicle took?

A. It appears that the car came from an ankle this way
(indicating.) That's not really great there, but -~

Q. Okay. Go ahead. Keep going, I didn't mean to cut you
off.

A. No, you're fine. 1It's not really working all that

great, but that angle of, like this here.
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1 Q. Okay. Now, after taking photographs, is it common

2 practice to try to locate items of evidence at the crime scene

3 itself?
4 A, Yes, sir.
5 Q. And what kind of items of evidence in this particular

6 case are you looking for?

7 A. Shell casings, projectiles, wvictims, any kind of
8 anything, DNA as far as fingerprints, it can -- it ranges.
9 Q. Okay. B2nd let's assume for a second that you were to

10 find a piece of evidence. Do you mark it somehow?

11 A. Yes.
12 Q. And what do you mark it with usually?
13 A, We normally mark it with yellow placard numbers, one

14 through whichever number, whatever, part of it, number of

15 evidence we're on at that time.

16 Q. And would you photograph that?

17 A. Yes.

18 MR. MARTIN: May I approach, Judge?

18 THE COURT: Yes.

20 Q. Forty, 41 and 42, just like before, did you take these

21 photographs, and do you recognize them?

22 A. Yes.
23 Q. And are they fair and accurate?
24 A. Yes, sir.

25 MR. MARTIN: Your Honor, the State moves to admit
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these items of evidence into evidence and publish to the jury.
THE COURT: Any objection?
MR. GARDNER: No objection, Your Honor.
THE COURT: They're into evidence.

(State's Exhibits Nos. 40, 41 & 42 were admitted inte evidence)

Q. We're going to start with them one by one. So what are
we looking at here?

A. This is where we found one of the shell casings. It is
in this area here, right there right next to the glove, that
patrol marked off with a sterile glove.

Q. And the jeep we're loocking at in the photograph, that

was there prior the crime scene being secured?

4. Yes.

Q. Okay. Let's go to the next one. What are we looking at
here?

o, This is just another angle of where the projectile —-
the shell casing was located near -- that was marked near that

jeep with the glove.

Q. and what side of the white line is that case on --
casing?

A, From the angle of the picture it's the right side —-

Q. Ckay.

B, -- of the white line.

Q. We're going to go back to 36, what's already been put

into evidence, the crime scene sketch. And just one thing,
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point out on that diagram where that casing was located.
A. It's shown there, which is on the inside of where that

jeep was, but in actuality, this isn't drawn to scale, so it

could have -- it should be on the opposite side of it.
Q. But never the less, it was located next to that jeep?
A, Correct.

Q. Okay. What about this photograph?

A, That is just a photo of the shell casing that is marked
with the number one.

Q. And you mentioned using these markers, tell us again why
are you use those markers?

A, That shows what our number of evidence is. So this
would be first article of evidence that was collected from the
scene.

Q. And when you find an item of evidence such as this, what
do you do with it?

A. For the shell casings we would use gloves, we would pick
it up, photograph it -- we'll photograph it, pick it up, place
in the envelope and hold onto it until we're done with
processing this crime scene, and from there it would be sent
off to get tested.

Q. Now, you mentioned sent off to get tested, when items
such as this are tested, does your department de that, or is it
SLED?

A. SLED tests DNA projectiles, anything with firearms they
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will test.
Q. So would your department take these items in a secure
vehicle up tc SLED and drop them off?
Al Yes.
Q. Now, I think you were in here for Detective Wydra's

testimony, are you familiar with what's called a chain of

custody form?

Al I am.

Q. And is that standard practice --

. Yes.

Q. -- kept in the ordinary course of business?

A, Yes, sir.

Q. Would you have completed that for this item of evidence?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. And I'm sorry we're having to go through these pieces of

evidence piece by piece, but --
MR. MARTIN: May I approach, Judge?
Q. State's 26 and 6. Look at 26 and then look at €. Is
that, in fact, the chain of custody form that you filled out?
A. It is.
Q. And then lock at the item six. 1Is that, in fact, the
casing that you found?
A, Yes,
MR. MARTIN: Your Honor, at this time the State moves

to admit these items of evidence into evidence.
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1 MR. GARDNER: WNo objection, Your Honor.
2 THE COURT: They're into evidence without objection.
3 {State's Exhibit Nos. 6‘& 26 were admitted)
4 Q. I'm going to show you what' been marked as 43 and 44.
5 MR. MARTIN: May I apprcach?
6 THE COURT: Yes.
7 Q. Again, same set of questions, did you take those
8 photographs, and are they fair and accurate?
9 A. Yes.
10 Q. Your Honor, at this time the State would ask that those
11 photographs be admitted into evidence.
12 MR. GARDNER: We have no objection, Your Honor.
13 THE COURT: They're into evidence.
14 MR. MARTIN: And publish to the jury.
15 (State's Exhibits 43 & 44 were admitted into evidence)
16 Q. So moving right along with the crime scene, did you in
17 fact locate c¢ther items of evidence from the parking lot?
18 A. Yes.
19 Q. What are we looking at here?
20 A. Here is a --
21 MR. MARTIN: I think you have to point it towards the
22 computer.
23 A, There is a projectile of the bullet head from -- that

24 was lying underneath the victim.

25 Q. Go to the next one.
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A. That is a more up close photo of the projectile with
placard number.

Q. And the same set of questions, what did you do with
these items? Did you collect them?

A. Yes. They were collected, placed in the evidence bags
and sent off to SLED to be tested.

Q. And when you collect them, do you drop them into

evidence?
A. Yas, we do.
Q. Is that evidence locker secure?
A. Absolutely.
Q. Notated by a chain of custody form?
A. Yes, sir.

MR. MARTIN: May I approach the witness?

THE COURT: Yes.

MR. MARTIN: I'm showing you State's 27 chain of
custody, State's 7, projectile. Take a second and look at
these, same set of questions, are those in fact the items that
you located and dropped into evidence?

A. Yes.

Q. Okay. Now, when you collect these items, you've
recently mentioned something about firearm examination, DNA,
did you collect DNA standards for the victim, David
Roldan-Dimas?

A. I did.
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Q. How did you collect them?

A. I did two sets of buccal swabs from the victim which are
the swabs for DNA from the inside of his mouth, the cheek, put
them in a box, a sterile box, and sealed the box before being
sent off for processing.

Q. So the chain of custody for that is already in evidence,
but I'm going to show you State's B and see if you can identify
this as the actual buccal swabs that you collected.

A. All right. Yes, they are.

Q. Thank you.

MR. MARTIN: Your Honor, at this time, I believe I
failed to put 7 and 27 into evidence. 1I'd ask that those be
admitted, as well as this item of evidence, which 1s State's 8.

THE COURT: Any obijection?

MR. GARDNER: No, Your Hecner. We don't object to any
of these items.

THE COURT: They are into evidence.

(State's Exhibits Nos. 7, B & 27 were admitted)

Q. Why would you will collect DNA standards from the
victim, David Roldan-Dimas?

A. It's a standard practice just to make sure that we can
compare the DNA to anything that's located, whether it's the
items in the vehicle, outside the vehicle, whether it's
clothing, or anything like that. We do that just for

elimination, as well, just like we would for a suspect, we do
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it just to compare the DNA to make sure that it's that person.
Q. Now, Detective Wydra testified to a secondary scene,
Dana Maldonado's house. Were you reguired to go there and

complete the crime search of that house, as well?

A. Yes,
Q. And do you recall where that house was located?
A. Can I look at my notes just to get the exact address?

Q. Please do, yes.

A It was 4906 Brightwater Court, Unit 101.

Q. Thank you. And then when you got to that residence, did
you see anything in the parking lot, a vehicle?

A. Yes.

Q. I'm going to show you what's already into evidence as
with 46 and 47. Did you take that photograph?

A. I did.

Q. You took that photograph?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. And what was the significance of that wvehicle?
Y We were told that that vehicle, that silver Dodge was

seen fleeing the scene at a high rate of speed, at a high rate
of speed after -- shortly after the incident occurred.

Q. After photographing the outside, photographing the
Charger, you did finally move inside of the residence?

A. Yes, sir, after a search warrant was obtained.

Q. What information did you have prior to conducting the
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search? Like, what are you looking for?

A. Looking for anything that could be associated with a
shooting call, so guns, ammo, anything that could be in
relation to a shooting.

Q. Once going inside the house, did you search the bedroom
belonging to the Defendant, Abdullah Seifullah?

A. We did.

Q. And just like the previous crime scene, did you first
take photographs?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. I'm going to show what's already in evidence as State's

48 and State's 48. Is this the bedroom that you searched? Did
you take this photograph?
A, I did take this photograph.

Q. And you took the photograph of these items that are on

the bed?
A, That's correct.
Q. Can you sort of point out to the jury what we're looking

at on the bed in this picture?

A. On the bed here you can see a wallet here and some other
bags over in this area here, as well.

Q. Okay. I'm going to show you now State's 50, which I do
believe is in evidence. Did you photograph this?

A. I did.

Q. And what are we lecooking at in this photograph?
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A. This is a firearm that was inside of the bag, inside of
the black bag there.
Q. Now, did you ultimately remove that gun from that black
bag?
A. I did.
Q. And did you photograph what you removed?
A. Yes, sir.
Q. I'm going to show you State's 51, 52 and 53. Sorry
they're out of order, same set of questions for 51, 52 and 53.
MR. MARTIN: May I approach?
THE COURT: You may.
Q. Did you take these photographs, are they fair and
accurate?
A. They are, I did take these photographs.
MR. MARTIN: Your Honor, the State asks that we admit
these into evidence.
MR. GARDNER: No objection.
THE COURT: No objection, they are into evidence.
MR. MARTIN: And we'd ask tc publish.
THE COURT: You may.
(State's Exhibit Nos. 51, 52 & 53 were admitted into evidence)
Q. What are we looking at here, Detective?
A. This 1s a firearm, a Taurus firearm that was located
inside the bag with a marker number as the number two item in

this -- at this scene.
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1 Q. We're going to zoom in, and see if you can read that

2 serial number us.

3 A, T-J, either zerc, or "O" as in Oscar, 34833, or 84833.
4 Q. Did you ultimately collect that gun, and like we

5 previously discussed, place it into evidence?

6 A. Yes.

7 Q. And if I were to show you the gun itself, could yocu

8 identify it and see if it, in fact, matches?

9 A. Yes.

10 Q. If you could open this box and just see if that is, in
11 fact, the firearm that you collected.

12 A. It is.

13 MR. MARTIN: Yocur Honor, the State would ask that
14 State's 9 be admitted into evidence.

15 MR. GARDNER: No objection, Your Honor.

16 THE COURT: 1It's into evidence without objection.
17 (State’'s Exhibit No. 9 was admitted into evidence.)
18 Q. And what did you do with that firearm once you retrieved
13 it?
20 A. The first thing I did was photographed it and then made

21 it safe, which is making sure that there was no magazine or any
22 live ammunition inside of the chamber before collecting it and
23 putting it into evidence.

24 Q. Okay.

25 MR. MARTIN: Go to the next photograph. I'm gonna
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get this out of your way here and briefly publish this to the
jury.
Q. This photograph we Jjust admitted into evidence, is that

the magazine clip that you located?

A. That is a separate magazine that was located within the
firearm.
Q. Ckay.

A. Well, not within the firearm but from the bag that

was -- that had the firearm in it.
Q. And then how about 53, is that the same firearm?
A. Yes. That is the spent shell casing that was still

inside of the chamber once the gun was located.
Q. Ckay.
MR. MARTIN: May I approach, Judge?
THE COURT: Yes.
Q. State's 54, did you take this photograph and did you
collect it?
A. Yes.
MR. MARTIN: We would ask that that item of evidence
be submitted, Your Honor.
MR. GARDNER: No objection, Your Honor.
THE COURT: 1It's into evidence.
(State's Exhibit No. 54 was admitted into evidence)
Q. I'm going to also approach you with State's 11. 1Is this

the casing that you retrieved from the weapon?
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1 A. Yes.
2 MR. MARTIN: Your Honor, we ask that that be admitted

3 into evidence.

4 MR. GARDNER: WNo objection, Your Honor.

5 THE CQURT: It's into evidence.

6 (State's Exhibit No. 1l was admitted into evidence.)
7 Q. Approaching you with State's 10. Now, what's that

B8 photegravh cof, and then we'll get to State's 10.

9 A, That is a photograph of the item number three, that
10 magazine with the live rounds taken. I'm sorry, that is the
11 magazine that had the gun, that was inside the gun with the
12 live rounds taken out of it.

13 Q. Okay.

14 A, Just showing that the magazine is empty with the live
15 rounds that were there.

16 Q. And the State's 10, is that the magazine that you

17 collected from to Taurus fireaxrm?

18 A. I've got two magazines here.

19 Q. Yeah, it should be -- okay. Did you collect more than
20 one magazine?

21 A. Yes.

22 Q. Qkay. The second magazine you collected, it was not
23 inside the firearm?

24 A, Correct.

25 Q. Where was it located?
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. Inside c¢f the kag.
Q. And you collected both magazines and firearm into
evidence?
A. Correct.
Q. And both magazines were sent together to SLED to be

tested along with the firearm?

A. Yes.

Q. And both magazines are marked as State's 10 as one
exhibit. So can I approach with this and just see if that is,
in fact, State's 10, and if that is, in fact, the magazines
that you collected. Sorry, I was not clear about that.

A. Yes.

Q. Thank you.

MR. MARTIN: Your Honor, we'd ask to admit that into
evidence, as well.
MR. GARDNER: ©No objection, Your Honor.
THE COURT: It's into evidence.
(State's Exhibit No. 10 was admitted into evidence.)}

Q. So moving right along, we touched on this a little bit
already, but when swabbing an item for DNA collection, how,
generally, would that work?

A, So it all depends on what type of item you're swabbing.
For a gun, we swab the grip, the trigger and the slide, just
because those are the main points of contact that somebedy's

going to touch to operate that firearm, and what that does is
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that gives us the DNAZ& off of there from there.

Q. So let's move right along. You mentioned that swabbing
the trigger, did you, in fact, do that to the firearm in this
case?

A, I did.

Q. And did you also swab things like the grip of the
firearm in this case?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. And how about any other parts of the firearm, did you
swab any of those parts?

A, Yes, sir, we did the slide, the grip and the trigger.

Q. So State's 12, 13 and 14, I'm going to approach you with
those swabs for the trigger, grip and slide. So look at it and
see 1f these are, in fact, the swabs that you collected from
those three places of the firearm.

MR. MARTIN: So Johnny, that's 12, 13 & 14.

Q. And this one is kind of bended over so you might have to
move it a little bit just to check the stickers and the labels.

A, Yes.

Q. Same set of guestions, when collecting these items of

evidence, do you place them in your evidence locker for

testing?
A. Yes.
Q. And are those items eventually sent to SLED for

additional testing and comparison?
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A. Yes, sir.

MR. MARTIN: Your Honor, at this time the State would
ask to admit those three items of evidence into evidence.

MR. GARDNER: ©No objection, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Into evidence.
{State's Exhibit Nos. 12, 13 & 14 were admitted into evidence.)

Q. Did you find any other items, we kind of talked about it
already, any other items on the bed in addition to this
firearm, these bullets, these magazines that were in the bag?

A. Yes, sir. We found a wallet.

Q. I'm going to show you two photographs that are already
in evidence, that's State's 55 and 56. Look at that and see if
that's the wallet that you're thinking about.

. That is.

Q. Okay. Go to the next one. What are we loocking at
specifically in that wallet?

A, It's marked with item number four as the wallet itself
as number four. The Social Security Card is out, just because
shows —-- 1t helps show ownership of the wallet that was inside,
that was the part in the right pocket.

Q. And these other items, like, physically the wallet
itself and the items that are inside the wallet, did you
collect those and place them into evidence?

A. I did. There were -- I think there was a couple cards,

as well,
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1 Q. QOkay. We'll go through those.
2 MR. MARTIN: May I approach the witness, Judge?
3 THE COURT: Yes.
4 Q. I'm going to show you State's 15, 16, 98 and 17. Just

5 look and see if these are the cards and a Social Security Card
6 from the wallet that you did, in fact, collect from the bed in
7 the bedroom belonging to the defendant.

8 A. Yes, it is.

9 MR. MARTIN: We'd ask that those items of.evidence be

10 admitted.

11 MR. GARDNER: No objection, Your Honor.
12 THE COURT: They are intc evidence.
13 {State's Exhibit Nos. 15, 16, 98 & 17 were admitted

14 into evidence)
15 Q. Are there names on the debit cards that were found in

16 his wallet?

17 A. Yes, sir.
18 Q. What name is on 1it?
19 A. Abdullah Seifullah on both the bank card and the other

20 Visa Cash App card.

21 Q. I'm going as fast as I can, so please bear with me. In
22 that same bedroom did you end up locating any other items of
23 evidence? I'll show you a couple of photographs.

24 MR. MARTIN: May I approcach?

25 THE COURT: Yes.
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Q. Fifty-seven, 58 and 59, same questions, did you take
these photographs, are they fair and accurate?

A. Yes, I did, and they are fair and accurazte.

MR. MARTIN: Your Honor, the State asks that those
three photographs be admitted into evidence and published to
the jury.

MR. GARDNER: No objection, Your Honor.

THE COURT: They're into evidence.

(State's Exhibits 57, 58 & 59 were admitted into evidence)

Q. Let's go to 57, and tell us what we're looking at here.

A. That is a cell phone that was located inside the bedroom
that was actually plugged in charging marked with number fiwve.

Q. And did you, in fact, collect that cell phone, and just
like with these other items ¢of evidence, bkag it, place it into
evidence?

A. That's correct.

MR. MARTIN: Your Honor, may I approach the witness
with State's 187

THE COURT: Yes.

Q. I'm going to apprcach you with the actual phone, State's
18, TCL, is this the phone that's in that picture that
collected and placed into evidence, and I'll get this out of
your way?

A. It is.

MR. MARTIN: Your Heonor, we'd ask that that phone be
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admitted into evidence.
MR. GARDNER: No objection, Your Honor.
THE COURT: It's into evidence.
(State's Exhibit No. 18 was admitted into evidence)

0. These items that you photographed, what were they?

A. One was a ticket, a uniformed traffic ticket, and the
other was some kind of paperwork for the Dodge Charger,
basically showing that there was some kind of service done, or
something done on the wvehicle.

0. Did the ticket have a name on it?

A. Yes, it does, Abdullah Seifullah.

Q. And what is this photograph of?

A. That is a, like a face gator, one of the gator mask
things that was located inside of the bag, as well.

Q. State's 50, is this where you found the mask?

A. Yes. It was in -- yes, it's in the -- it's right in
there {indicating.)

MR. MARTIN: Court's indulgence.

Q. Now, this Dodge Charger that you photographed, was that
Charger zt some point towed back to M.L. Brown and processed
for evidence?

A. Yes, sir, it was.

Q. How does the process work when you're looking at a car
and going through it at a crime scene?

A, The first thing is before 1t leaves the scene of
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wherever it's coming from, we take photographs of it and we
seal -- we put evidence tape that 1s initialed and dated on the
seals of the vehicle, on any door or open compartment, like the
doors and the trunk, just to make sure it wasn't tampered with,
and then once it's back at our building we'll have a search
warrant get done, we'll from there take photos and process it
for DNA, fingerprints, or anything else, items that are of good
value that were inside of the wvehicle.

Q. Qkay. So when you photographed the vehicle, I'm going
to approach with 61 and 62. Sixty-one is in evidence, 62 is
not. You took these photographs when you preocessed the
vehicle?

A. Yes, I did.

Q. And what is 62 a picture of?

A. Sixty-two?
Q. Yes, sir.
A, That is a, just interior -- it's an interior picture of

the passenger side with some water bottles and just the open

area.
Q. Same set of questions, fair and accurate?
A. Yes, sir.

MR. MARTIN: We'd ask that State's 62 be admitted
into evidence.
MR. GARDNER: No objection, Your Honor.

TEE COURT: It's into evidence.
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(State's Exhibit No. 62 was admitted into evidence.)

Q. Real quick, that's the car?
A. Uh-huh.

MR. MARTIN: OQOkay. Next one.

Q. And that's 62. That's the interior of the car that you

checked?
A, Yes.
Q. That's the car that was involved in this particular

case, the silver Charger?

A. It is.

Q. Okay. All right, 64 is in evidence. What are we

looking at here?

A, That's just another photo of the dcors, the interior of

the vehicle, except in this one you can see a bag there.

Q. Qkay.

A, That was inside of the wvehicle at the time that it was

towed to the M.L. Brown Building.

Q. And did you ultimately collect this bag and process it?

A. Yes, sir.

0. I'm going to show you what's been marked as 65, 66, 67

and 68, same set of questions. Do you recognize this, is it

fair and accurate, and then we'll go through them one by one

with the jury.
A. Okay. Yes, these are photos that I took,

fair and accurate depiction of what happened.

and they are a
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MR. MARTIN: Your Honor, we'd ask that they be
admitted into evidence and published.

THE COURT: Any objection from the defense?

MR. GARDNER: No, Your Honor.

THE COURT: They're into evidence.

(State's Exhibit Nos. 65, 66, 67 & 68 were admitted

into evidence.)

Q. Same bag?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. And that's the same bag with the contents?

A. Yes, sir. It's just inside of our lab where we have

more space to actually lay out the items and process it a lot
easier and itemize it that way.

Q. Got it. So what are the items we're looking at in this
particular photograph? I want to direct your attention to, on
the left-hand side, that reddish looking mask, what is that?
Right there yes, sir?

A. That is another form of, like, the face mask, or gator,

cover-up, that was located inside of that bag.

Q. It appeared to match the same pattern as the one on the
bed?

A. Yes, sir.

0. And then moving onto the third column above the pick,

the hair pick --

A. That there?
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1 Q. What is that?

2 A. That is a, kind of, one of the hats that's similar to

3 one that the defendant's wearing now, just a different color,
4 more, like, for a religious thing.

5 Q. Okay. Now regards to the specific vehicle, do you swab

6 anything in there for any potential evidence?

7 A, In the vehicle, is that what you're saying?
8 Q. Yes, sir.
9 A. Yes. So the vehicle will get swabs on the door handles,

10 on the exterior and interior. We alsc swab the steering wheel,
11 the gear shifter, and the gear shifter for DNA, as well, just
12 to kind of -- to see -- because the common areas that people
13 touch when they're operating a wvehicle.

14 Q. Sc did you, in fact, swab the steering wheel of the

15 charger?

16 A. Yes.

17 Q. And did you swab the intericr front passenger door

18 handle?

19 h, I did.

20 Q. And the process for swabbing that you described, when
21 you do these things, you place it intec evidence the same exact
22 way you described all these other items of evidence?

23 A. Yes, sir.

24 Q. And can I show it to you and see if you can identify

25 these as the two swabs?
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A, Yes, sir.
Q. And you can take them out of the bag if you need to.
MR. MARTIN: Your Honor, this is State's 21 and
State's 20, DNA swabs.
Q. And after you look at it, do these appear to be the
swabs that you took?
A. Yes. These are swabs from the steering wheel and front
passenger -- interior front passenger door.
MR. MARTIN: We'd ask that that be admitted into
evidence, Your Honor.
THE COURT: Any objection?
MR. GARDNER: No objection, no, sir.
THE COURT: It's into evidence.
(State's Exhibit Nos. 20 & 21 were admitted into evidence)
Q. Now, these last items of evidence all have different
chain of custody forms. I believe they are State's 28, 2%, 30,
31. I'm going to approach with these last bit of chains. Just
look at them real quick and see if these chain of custody forms
cover all of these last little bits of evidence that we just
discussed.
A. As far as the DNA swabs, and whatnot?
Q. Yes, sir, DNA swabs, these items up here.
A. And the pink bag, and all that?

Yes, sir.

= @]

They are.
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1 MR. MARTIN: We'd ask that these chain of custody
2 forms be admitted into evidence.
3 MR. GARDNER: No objection, Yocur Honer.
4 THE COURT: They're intoc evidence.
5 {State's Exhibit Nos. 28, 29, 30 & 31 were admitted
6 into evidence.)
7 Q. Cocuple more follow-up gquestions and we'll be done, I

8 promise. Obviously, lots of different items of evidence in

9 this case. How 1s it determined what items of evidence

10 actually gets sent to SLED to be tested?

11 A, So most of the time it is up to the lead detective as to
12 what items get sent to SLED. The items that don't count are
13 the swabs from the -- any kind of DNA from the wvictim. Sc if
14 it's coming from the victim that stuff doesn't count because
15 that helps as a compariscon and to get rid of the wvictim's DNA
16 from whatever else it is.
17 Q. Does SLED test items for every single law enforcement
18 agency in the state of Socuth Carolina?
19 A, They do.
20 Q. So is it efficient tec try to choose the mest probative
21 items to be sent for testing, and not every single item?
22 A. Yes, sir. They most of the time only will take up to
23 five to seven items of DNA to be processed.
24 Q. I understand.

25 MR. MARTIN: Detective McQueen, I think that's all
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the guestions I have for you. Thank you for bearing with me
with all of this evidence.

THE COURT: Mr. Foreman, and ladies and gentlemen of
the jury, I'm going to ask you to stand up and stretch a little
bit. We'wve been sitting long. You may be seated.
Cross~Examination?

MR. GARDNER: Thank you, Your Honor.

CROSS-EXAMINATION

BY MR. GARDNER:

Q. I just want to clear up one thing, and I may have heard
you wrong, but if I could find Exhibit 58, it might straighten
itself out.

MR. GARDNER: Court’'s indulgence. I think it was
Just a miss speak, but if it was, that's okay, we just want to
clear it up.

THE COURT: All right.

Q. I may have heard you wrong, but I thought I heard you
say on the Sparks paperwork, 58, that you referred to it as a
Charger, and I think that was not the Charger, I think that
that was the car that belonged to Brandon that came from
Connecticut that was involved in the wreck and that Dana had
testified that she worked at Sparks and they brought that car
there to get it worked on, so 1f we could lock at it and you
could tell me.

A. There's —--
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Q. Does it tell what kind of car it is on there somewhere,
A. That's what I'm trying te find.
Q. Well, if it was done on 19, it wouldn't have been the

Charger. It not being the Charger would be consistent with the

A. It ultimately -- it was together at the time that --
that's the main reason that it's taken with that.

Q. Yeah.

A. And I may have misspoken and said that it was for that,
but at this point I can't tell what vehicle it's for.

Q. That's okay. We just want to make sure that we -- your
testimony now is that it's not -- you're not saying that that
was for the Charger?

A. I'm saying that it was just paperwork. I can't -- I'm
not gonna say it was for the Charger. 1If I said that earlier,
that's not what I intended.

Q. Yeah, that's what I thought, I thought it was just a
miss speak, or maybe I just misheard, but clearly, that was for
the car that was wrecked and got worked on, it was not the
Charger. Now, we have testimony on the record, I just wanted
to clear that up.

MR. GARDNER: Your Honor, may I have a moment,
please? I think that's all I wanted, Judge.
THE COURT: Any Redirect?

MR. MARTIN: Just briefly.
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REDIRECT EXAMINATION

BY MR. MARTIN:

Q. You're just taking photographs, I get that. Whose name
was on the ticket?

A, ¢n the ticket was Abdullah Seifullah, but paperwork I
don't do it --

Q. That's okay.

A, -- it wasn't his name on it.

MR. GARDNER: We're just trying to get it right.

MR. MARTIN: I think we got it cleared up. Nothing
further.

THE CCURT: Mr. Foreman, ladies and gentlemen of the
jury, we're going to take about a five-minute recess, ask that
you refresh yourself, Do not discuss the case amongst
yourselves, and everyocne remain seated as the jury exits the
courtroom.

(Jury exited the courtroom at this time)

THE COURT: Anything from the State before we take
five minutes?

MS. WALLER: ©No, sir.

THE CCURT: Anything from defense?

MR. GARDNER: ©No, Your Honor.

{Recess taken)
THE CCQURT: The balliff has posed a question, one of

the jurors wanted to know what SLED was. I think, probably,
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that guestion was posed, I really would leave that up to you
all as far as that goes. Do you have any objection to be me
saying it's the State Law Enforcement Division?

MR. GARDNER: I don't have an objection because I
anticipate we're going to have some SLED people testify what it
is.

MS. WALLER: We'll have them tomorrow, Your Honor,
and we'll explain in detail what it is then, but I'm happy for
to you tell them that's it is the State Law Enforcement
Division. We will explain it through ocur witnesses tomorrow
what it is.

THE COURT: Well, it's actually more than the lab, it
has to do with --

MS. WALLER: It's all under SLED, yeah.

THE COURT: -~-- investigation, and that sort of thing.

MR. GARDNER: South Carolina Law Enforcement.

THE COURT: We'll just leave that alone and let that
go where it may.

MS. WALLER: We'll explain it tomorrow.

THE COURT: Very goed. We're ready for the jury.

MS. WALLER: 1I'll ask the next witness what it is,
Your Honor.

THE COURT: All right.

(Jury entered the courtroom at this time)

THE COURT: You may call your next witness.
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MS. WALLER: Your Honor, the State calls Karl Kangas.

THE COURT: TIf you could please come forward, place
your left hand on the Bible and raise your right as the Court
administers the oath.

THE CLERK: Do you solemnly swear or affirm the
evidence you're about to give the Court in this case be the
truth, the whole truth and nothing but the truth, so0 help you
God?

THE WITNESS: So¢o help me God, yes.

THE COURT: Have a seat in the witness chair. TI'm
going to ask if you can pull up real close to that microphone

and speak loudly, clearly and slowly in order for me to hear

everything that you have to say, and let's start with your full

name.
THE WITNESS: May name is Karl Kangas, last name 1is
spelled, K-a-n-g-a-s.

THE COURT: Very good. Yes, ma'am?

VOIR DIRE
BY M5. WALLER:
Q. Mr. Kangas, where do you work?
A, I work for Horry County Police Department.
Q. And what is the Horry County Police Department?
a. Where is it?
Q. What is it, law enforcement?
A. Law enforcement, yes.
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Q. Is that agency exclusive for Horry County?

A. Yes.

Q. And we heard testimony today about the State Law
Enforcement Division, commonly called, SLED. Can you tell ne
what that is?

A. That's the State Police, they also do forensics lab.

Q. So does SLED do investigations across the state?
A. Yes.
Q. And do they also test evidence for cases for local

police departments across the state?
4. Yes.
Q. Where is their lab located?
A, In Columbia.
Q. Does the Horry County Police Department frequently send

items of evidence to be tested at the state lab at SLED?

A, Yes.

Q. Thank you. How long have you been in law enforcement?

A. Twenty-twe years.

Q. How many of those have been at the Horry Ceounty Police
Department?

A, This is nmy fourth year.

Q. So what 1s your current assignment with the Horry County
PD?
A, I'm a crime analyst. As a crime analyst we look at

patterned crime. Then part of our extra duties are to -- we do
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forensics on telephone forensics, and then alsc cell phone

data.

Q. So are you an analyst in the digital forensics
department?

Al Yes.

Q. Before you came to Horry County, did you work in law
enforcement?

A, Yes.

Q. Where did you work?

A. I worked at Minnesota. I started off with the Minnesota
Department of Corrections, Office of Special Investigations.
Then I worked at Saint Paul Police Department in narcotics
assigned to the Use Metro Narcotics Task Force. Then I worked
for Hennepin County Sheriff's Office in Minneapolis. I was
assigned to Criminal Information Sharing and Analysis Unit, and
then I was further assigned to HIDTA, which is a High Intensity
Drug-Trafficking Area.

Q. In your experience in Minnesota, did you have experience
in cell phone or digital forensics, as well?

A. Yes. We started a lab in 2016.

Q. So what in your training and experience, other than your
employment history, have you had in a realm of digital
forensics?

A, We have a pretiy extensive experience with digital

forensics. We have to be certified. We get certified in the
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1 actual downleoad of the phone and then the forensics portion of
2 the phone. We have to recertify every two years, then on cell
3 phone mapping we got through the extensive experience on that,
4 also.

5 Q. Se I'm going to talk abkout specific areas. The way I

6 understand your testimony so far, you've mention forensics from

7 the cell phones themselves, the actual phone item?
8 A. Yes.
9 Q. And then are there also, you said cell phone mapping, as

10 well; is that correct?

11 A, Yes.

12 Q. So when you talk about mapping, how do you get the

13 information used to do cell phone mapping?

14 A, Generally the detectives will send off a search warrant
15 to the cell phone provider, and then the provider will give us
16 the information on what towers that the phone actually

17 connected to.

18 Q. So let's talk a bit about the records you get from cell
19 phone carriers, not the actual phones first, the second one you
20 mentioned. Do cell phone companies keep records of cell phone

21 usage for their customers?

22 A. Yes, they do.
23 Q. Okay. What kind of information?
24 A. They'll give location of the towers, they'll get

25 duration of the phone call, they'll give date and time of the
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phone call, and then they'll also give the subscriber
information, if available.

Q. And by subscriber information, is that just who owns

that phone number, or who uses that phone number?

A. Yes, who it's going for, yes.

Q. And what about the phone itself, do the cell phone
companies keep track of which device goes with which account?

A. Yes. They keep track, it's called the IMEI, or
International Mobile Equipment Identifier, every mobile device
has an IMEI.

Q. You said that cell phone carriers keep records as to
towers, and we're going to get into that in a minute a little
more, but do cell phone carriers keep records of which specific
sector of a tower is being used?

A. Yes.

Q. Okay. And you salid that the cell phone carries provide
that information to law enforcement when requested?

A. Yes, that's true, yes.

Q. Do you regularly analyze those types of records in the
course of your duties as a digital forensic analyst?

A. Yes.

Q. Approximately how many set of records have you analyzed
in yeur career? It could be approximate.

A, For the call-detailed records, I would probably say

thousands.
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Q. Thousands. What about, we'll talk about the devices
themselves in a minute. What about, have you ever testified
regarding ceilular or dgeolocation, or cellular location data?

A. Yes. TI've testified in both the State of Minnesota,
South Carolina, and alsc in federal court.

Q. Are you familiar with a program called Cellebrite?

A. Yes. TIt's a forensics tool.

Q. QCkay. And what is the purpose of that forensic tool?
What does it do?

A. Cellebrite, the physical analyzer itself, it images the
phone, so if we get a phone from the search warrant, we'll
connect it up to the software and it will image all of the
information off of the phone.

Q. So you're talking about, when you're talking about
Cellebrite and the information ycu get from a phone, are you
talking about, like, if you have a phone like this phone, you
make an image of the information contained on the phone; is
that correct?

A. Yes.

Q. And then we have, I believe it's Exhibit 73 and 75 that
have already been entered. The information contained on the
flash drives is the information directly from the cell phone
carrier; is that correct?

A. Yes, that's correct.

Q. Okay. All right. Are vyou certified to use the
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Cellebrite program to image cell phones?

A. Yes, and we have to go through a recertification every
two years.

Q. Did you use Cellebrite toc image phones in this case?

A, Yes.

Q. Are you always able to image data from a phone?

A. No, we can't. There are certain phones that we can't
get the image off from, certain phcnes we can't.

Q. What affects whether you can image data from a phone?

A, It depends on the security on the phone and what update

it is. Generally if we get a phone and we know that our
software isn't updated, we'll hold the phone until we get an
update on the software. Our commercial providers that do that
are always upgrading what they do and what we can extract.

Q. Okay. Does Cellebrite alter any user date in images
from the phone?

A. No.

Q. And just to be clear for the jury, what is the user data
from the phone?

A, User date will include, like, contact list, if available
it will also include text messages, it will include e-mail. If
location services are turned on the phone, we can do location
services, and then pictures, anything that you normally would
use your phone for.

Q. And have you personally validated that Cellebrite is
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unable to alter the user data on a device in evidence?
A, Yes. We do a monthly calibration on it to make sure.
Q. How do you do that?
A We have a couple where dummy phones, I call them dummy

phones. We have an Apple phone and then we alsc have an
Android phone that we run through and verify that it decesn't
change the hex logger. The hex logger is basically the ones
and zeros on the phone from the computer program, and we verify
that the hex is on that.

Q. You said a minute ago, you mentioned physical analyzer.
Are there are different types of imaging that you can do on a
cell phone device?

A. Yes.

Q. What are those?

A, There is a logical, which is baseline for imaging it.

We could do a file system, which pretty much pulls a leot of the
infeormation off from it, and the next step weould be doing a
physical, and the physical would be that we would be pulling
the chip out of the phone and deing it that way.

Q. Is one better than the other, is it better to have one
or more, what's your ideal?

A, It's better to have multiples, because generally we'll
try to get a logged code off from the phone right away, and
then we'll go to the phone file system because that could take

a couple days te do it.
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Q. So just to be clear, I know you mentioned this earlier,
but have you been qualified as an expert in the field

of digital forensics, cellular record, geolocation analysis in

the past?
A, Yes.
Q. Approximately how many times?
A. I think about 15 times.

MS. WALLER: Your Honor, at this peint the State
would offer Mr. Kangas as an expert in the field of digital
forensics.

THE COURT: Any query with regard to his
qualifications?

MR. GARDNER: No challenge, no challenge, Your Honor.

THE CQOURT: He is, indeed, so qualified, and once
again, I'll speak with you during the jury charge about how to
evaluate expert testimony.

MS. WALLER: Thank you, Your Hecnor.

DIRECT EXAMINATION
BY MS. WALLER:
Q. Were you involved into the investigation to the homicide
of David Roldan-Dimas?
A. Yes.
Q. As part of your investigation, did you try to
corroborate what your team learned during the course of the

investigation?
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A, Yes.

0. What information did you review or use in order to
corroborate what had been learned in the course of the
investigation?

A, We used call detail records, which are provided by the
cell phone provider. We used the imagery off from two phones
that we had recovered, and then we also use surveillance video
to match that and corroborate that.

0. And what about Body Camera videc?

A, Yes. We use Body Camera video also to corroborate it.

Q. Okay. We're going to start with the devices themselves,
the Cellebrite reports. Did you actually image data and create
several Cellebrite reports for this case?

A. Yes.

Q. Okay. I'm going to show you what's been marked as
State's Exhibit 19, which I believe is already in evidence.

Did you image this phone?

A. Yes.

Q. Did you provide a copy of that to the sclicitor?

A. Yes.

Q. I'm going to show you what's been marked as State's

Exhibit 78. Can you recognize your initials on there?
A, Yes. Those are my initials, vyes.
Q. And have you previously reviewed this to make sure it's

a copy of the report you generated from the image of the phone?
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A. Yes.
Q. And how big is the report?
A. It's big enough where we can't e-mail it. We have to

put it onto a thumb drive and move it.

Q. So thousands and thousands of pages long?
A. Yes.
Q. Okay.

MS. WALLER: Your Honor, at this time the State would
move 78 into evidence. 1It's David Maldonado's Cellebrite
report from her phone.

THE COURT: Any objection from the defense?

MR. GARDNER: ©No, Your Honor.

THE COURT: It's into evidence.

MS. WALLER: Thank you, Your Honor.

(State's Exhibit No., 78 was admitted into evidence)

Q. Did you also examine a phone that was identified as
belonging to Brandon Huertas in this case?

A. Yes.

Q. I'm going to approach and show you what's been marked

and admitted as State's Exhibit 1B8. Is that the phone you

examined?
A. Yes.
Q. I'm going to show you what's been marked as State's

Exhibit 76. Do you see your initials?

A, Yes.
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Q. Does this flash drive contain a copy of the Cellebrite
report you generated from the image of Brandon Huertas' phone?
A, Yes, it does.
MS. WALLER: Your Honor, the State would seek to
introduce 76 intc evidence.
THE COURT: Any objection?
MR. GARDNER: No objection, Your Honor.
THE COURT: It's into evidence.
(State's Exhibit No. 76 was admitted inteo evidence)
Q. Did you have a phone number associated with Brandon

Huertas' phone?

A. Yes.

Q. Do you know what it is?

A. If I can look through my notes.

Q. Yes, refresh your recollection.

A, The phone number that was associated with Brandon

Huertas is 475-236-1480.

Q. Is there a phone number associated with a phone for
Dana?

A. Yes.

Q. What is that phone number?

A. That phone number is 843-457-0631.

Q. So you were able to image Dana's phone and Brandon

Huertas' phone. Did you also have a phone belonging to

Abdullah Seifullah?
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A. Yes.
Q. Were you able to image that phone?
A. No.

Q. Why not?

A. The phone had a knock-off Chinese brand processer, it's
less than ten percent of all TCL phones have that, and TCL only
marks about, like, two percent of the marketplace for cell
phones, so our providers -- or the vendors that we have are not
going to support that.

Q. So I know I'm a layman, and correct me if I'm wrong, but
would it be fair to say your software wasn't compatible to
image that phone?

A. That's correct, yes.

Q. I'm going to now show you what's been marked as State's
Exhibit 73 and 75. They are already in evidence.

Seventy-three a Verizon records, and 75 are T-Mobile records,

but I believe if you look you see your initials on these, as

well?
A. Yes.
Q. Are these the reccords you used to generate ycur reports

and do your analysis?

A, Yes.

Q. Okay. Once you did the analysis, were you, in fact,
able to corroborate a large pecrticn of your team's

investigation in this case?





314

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

i9

20

21

22

23

24

25

302

A. We could identify locations, approximate locations,
where these devices were at the time of the crime.

Q. Okay. And then could you mafch those locations to other
known locations where the defendants were on tape --

A. Yes.

Q. -— on video, I guess that's a better way to say it?

A. Yeah, video and also addresses from the location, and
also locations of Dana Maldonado's residence.

Q. I'm going to show you what's been marked as State's

Exhibit 83. This is a copy of your PowerPoint. Did you
provide -- prepare a PowerPoint presentation of what you

corroborated and provided to the Solicitor's Office?

A. Yes.
Q. Does this contain a copy of it?
A. Yes,

MS. WALLER: Your Honor, the State would seek to
introduce 83 into evidence and publish it to the jury.

THE COQURT: Any objection?

MR. GARDNER: No, Your Honor, no objection.

THE COURT: 1It's into evidence.

({State's Exhibit No. 83 was admitted into evidence)

MS. WALLER: ©Okay. I'm going to give you the
clicker.

THE WITNESS: Thank you.

MS. WALLER: You can drive it.
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Q. Are you familiar with cell towers?

A. Yes.

Q. Is these photographs from cell towers?

A Yes. The one on the left side is the tower itself, and

the cone on the right is the antennas that are associated with
that tower.

Q. And if you notice, if you're paying attention, do you
see these all over ocur county?

A, Yes.

0. Okay. So the one on the right, it looks like a
triangle?

A. Yes. Cell towers are associated -- they're in a
triangle formation and it's &lpha, beta, gamma, so those are

the three sectors of the cell phone tower.

Q. So basically, three sides?
A, Yes,
Q. And could a cell phone cellular signal hit any three of

those, any side?
A, Yeah, it's which ever side has got the best and most

gquality connection for the cell phone.

Q. And how do cell phone companies determine where to place
towers?
A. It's by usage and by how many people are using the cell

phone towers and what kind of guality that they're getting and

that the users are getting from that cell phone tower.
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Q. So it's kind of based on how many people are arcund and
the topography of the area, would that be accurate?

A. Yeah. It's based on geography, building density, the
amount of people that are using it, so that's how they
assocliate where they're going to put their towers.

Q. OCkay. Can you tell me what Per Call Measurement Data
is?

a. The Per Call Measurement Data is based on, it's
proprietary by the cell phone provider, and it's based on a
general location of where that phone is. Per Call Measurement
Data gives the cell phone company how good guality that they're
getting and that they're maximizing thelr coverage for the cell
phone.

Q. OCkay. And this slide, it says: Cell site location
information. It's two, I believe. Can you explain what cell
site information is?

A. The cell site location information is the tower and the
sectors, the three sectors of the cell phone tower itself.

Q. So we're looking at your slide here. The orange circle
in the center, is that the cell phone tower?

A. That's the cell phone tower, correct.

Q. And the one on the left, we saw the triangle picture in
the earlier slide, so is that depicting kind of the area for
each of those three slides?

A. That's correct. That's depicting each sector of the
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cell phone tower.

Q. Okay. And then in the second slide it says: Cell tower
location, and there is an angle.  Can you explain what that
depicts?

A. Some cell phone companies will provide us with an
azimuth of where the phone is generally located, but on this
case what we were looking at is all we had was the sectors, so
we weren't looking at an azimuth, we were looking at the
sectors that the devices were hitting off of.

Q. Okay. ©So if I make a call and hit that tower, let's say
in the green sector, does that mean the physical location of

the phone that hit that tower is in that green area?

A. It actually can go extend it out down there.

Q. It keeps going?

A. Yeah,

Q. Ckay.

A. This is just a generalization showing the different

sectors of it, but the range of the cell tower is going to
depend on how high it is, geography, and what the usage is.

Q. Sc when we're looking at your presentation, if we look
at the second cne, the orange area is just showing the
direction, not -- it doesn't mean that when you get to the end
of that arc that that's the only area the pheone could be in, it
could be in those two, those two lines?

A. That's correct.
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Q. Just making sure we're clear, if everybody got that.
Okay.
MS. WALLER: Move to the next one. Okay.
Q. Sc what are we looking at here? It's very similar to
mine.
A. We're looking at, this is a Google Map, the earth view

of the Dana Maldonado's apartment, Postal Way, Detrick's Car
Wash, and also the location for Planet Fitness. The
photographs on the left is a photograph of one of the cell
sites that's primary used during this incident, and the one on
the right 1s also another tower. The one on the left, we did a
cell site wvisit, so we visited the tower. We went and had to
get historic pheotos for it because 2023 was when we were
starting to change from 4G to 5G, so the configuration on the
tower now was different.

Q. So you personally went and looked at this tower as part
of your investigation?

A. Yes.

Q. And you determined it lcooked different back then. 8o is
this a picture of how it looked in 20232

A. Yes.

Q Okay. What about the one on the right?

A. That's alsc in 2023.

Q It's alsc in 2023. And I'm going to show you this

picture which we put into evidence, it's very similar to yours.
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This tower is the one on the left?
A, Yeah, that one is the one from Postal Way.
Q. From Postal Way. And this one the bottom is the one on
the right?
A, Yes.

Q. And then you said Dana's house, is that 43906 Brightwater

Court?
A. Yes, that's correct.
Q. And we see Planet Fitness on there. What's the

significance of the car wash?
A. We had the surveillance wvideo from the car wash.

Q. QOkay. And what about Postal Way?

A. Postal Way was when the vehicle was identified driving
that way.
Q. Okay.

MS. WALLER: We'll go to next one.

Q. So tell me what this slide is showing. That first
number in red, that's the number you sald was Abdullah
Seifullah's?

A. Yes, that's correct.

Q. And what information did you have as far as his cell
phone device or records?

A. We only had the call detail records for it. That was
the device that we couldn't get into.

Q. Okay. So did you retain those -—- those are the ones
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from T-Mobile; is that correct?
A. Yes.
Q. What about Brandon Huertas, the 457 number?
A. Brandon Huertas, we got the call detail records for the

phone, or from the provider, and then we also got two different
extractions on it. We' got a logical extraction and a file

system extraction.

0. So you imaged the phone and you had the provider
records?

A. Yes, that's correct.

Q. What about the bottom, Dana Maldonado?

A. We never got call detail records from that, but we got

two extraction, or two images from that. Images were both a
logical and a file system.

Q. Ckay.

MS. WALLER: So let's go to the next line. Okay.

Q. All right. 8So this is a text -- is this a text
conversation between two phones?

A. Yeah, this is a text conversation between Brandon
Huertas' device that we find out later on Abdullah was using,
and then it's also from a text from Dana Maldonado, so it's a
conversation between them.

Q. Were you able to find that conversation on both Dana and
Brandon Huertas' phone?

A, Yes.
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Q. And we had -- I know weren't here for that, we had Dana
testify earlier about this conversation. When you read through
it you can at some point -- at some point during the course of
this conversation, which we saw in a previous exhibit, Dana
testified about that. So moving on to next cne. I'm sorry.
What date is this?

A, This is on June 18, 2023.

Q. What's the significance of that date?

A. That was the day that Brandon Huertas and Abdullah, that
they came into town at that time.

Q. And so looking at the right-hand side, that top text in
green, what deces that say? Just read that one.

o, That one says: Okay. I'm here.

Q. The other side, I'm sorry.

Fi Oh, I'm sorry: I have a Planet Fitness membership so
I'm gonna go run in here and shower. How much time we got
until you're ready?

Q. Okay. What time was that sent?

A, That was at 10:42 a.m.

Q. and is that the correct time as it was in real life?

A, Yes.

MS. WALLER: Let's go to the next slide, please.

Q. What are we locking at in this slide?

A. This is verification that Brandon Huertas, that his

device was in the vicinity of Planet Fitness.
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Q. So if I'm looking at this correctly, the bottom angle,

is that this cell phone tower down here?

A. Yes.

Q Okay. And the top one, is that this one up here?

A, Yes.

Q So the Planet Fitness is kind of right in the center of

those two?

A. Right.
Q. When he said: 1I'm going into Planet Fitness?
A. Right.

Q. So was that validation to you that that phone was
located in that area?

A, Yes.

Q. Ckay. And so we're looking at the call summary, what is
that showing on that side?

A. The call summary is from CellHawk. It's a software that
we use for mapping, and the call summary is basically showing
date, time, duration of any data, any text messages or voice
call.

Q. And s¢ what is that top one showing? What date and
time, first of all?

A. The top one is on June 18th at 10:15 a.m., and it's
showing a call, or an incoming call from Dana Mzldonado's
device.

Q. Going to whose device?
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A, Going to Brandon Huertas' device.

Q. It says, call type, voice. Does that mean it's just a
regular phone call where you dial the number and hit send?

A, Yes,

Q. Qkay. And how long was the duration of that call?

A. The duraticn on that was 17 seconds.

Q. And that shows the person's location is within those two
angles?

A. Yes.

Q. And the bottom one, what about that, what time was that,
the date and time?

A. That one was at 11:54 a.m., and it was an outgoing call
from Brandcn Huertas' phone to Dana Maldonado's device.

Q. And that is in that same general area as hitting this
bottom tower, and it's in the column?

A, Yes, that's correct.

Q. But as we said, this arc, that's just showing

directionality; is that correct?

A. Yes.
Q. It doesn't mean they were underneath there?
A. No, ma'am, no.

Q. Okay. $So did that, in your mind, corroborate that text
conversation you saw where Abdullah Seifullah said, I'm going
inte Planet Fitness to take a shower?

A. Yes, and then we also had surveillance video from Planet
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Fitness.

Q. QOkay. 8o let's go to the next slide, please. What does
this show, we saw this earlier?

A, This is showing that Abdullah was actually in Planet
Fitness at that time. He went into to take a shower, and that
was on June 18th at 10:52 a.m.

Q. And so was that further corroboration that he said, I'm
going into Planet Fitness. Tell me what you have. The text
message, just go through your presentation, so tell me what you
have. You have the first, the messages?

A. Yes. We have the call detail records, we had the text
messadges from the Cellebrite, the imaging, and then we also had
the surveillance video that verified that he was there.

Q. So it's just further showing the accuracy of the cell
phone pattern; is that correct?

A. Yes, that's correct.

Q. Let's go to the next slide, please. OQkay, this one,
what date and time was this from?

A. This was on June 18th, and they were two separate phone
calls, one at 12:5% p.m., and one at 1:15 p.m.

Q. And can you tell, do you recognize the call, the number?
There's a calling number, but what is that one? That's a 203
number?

A. Yes, that's correct. That one is Abdullah's phone.

Q. And then the number of called number on that top one,
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what is that number?

A, That one is Brandon Huertas' phone.

Q. Okay. So correct me, is that showing Abdullah
Seifullah's phone calling Brandon Huertas?

A. Yes, that's correct.

Q. and what time was that?

A, The first one was an outgoing call at 12:59 p.m., and

the second one was an outgoing call at 1:15 p.m.

Q. And both of them, the second call is that, who made that

call?

A, That was an outgoing call, and that was from Abdullah's
phone.

Q. Do you know who the call, do you recognize that number?

Is it a part of the investigation?
A. No, that phone number wasn't part of the investigation.

We never determined who the subscriber was.

Q. and it's showing a tower. That tower is not depicted on
this map?
A, No.

Q. Okay. So you've got the location. Where is this
location?

A. That's on Highway 501, and it was where we determined
that there was a vehicle accident, and that was where the
accident occurred.

Q. And did that accident occur around that same time those
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calls were made?

A. Yes.

Q. Were you able to confirm that accident with Body Camera
footage?

A, Yes.

Q. Okay. So what is to date and time on this?

a, The date and time was June 18th at 12:54 p.m.

Q. So this is just before those calls were made; is that
correct?

A, Yes, that's correct.

Q. And you see Abdullah Seifullah there?

A. Yes, it's the one on the right.

Q. Holding his driver's license?

A. Yeah, he's holding what ended up being the accident
form.

Q. Okay. WNext slide, please. Now we're on a different

date. What date is this?
A. This is on June 19th at 7:33 p.m.
Q. Okay. What's the significance of that date?
A. That was the date of the homicide.

What does this record show?

= O]

This shows a phone call between Brandon Huertas' phone

as the outgoing call.

©

Who was he calling?

A, We don't know. We never got the subscriber information
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from that phone number.
Q. Well, on the top, you've got a —--
A. I apologize, we did get information that it was calling

Enterprise Rental call.

Q. Was that corroborated by the investigation?

A. Yes.

Q. And that was an outgoing call; is that correct?
A. That's correct.

Q. And lcooking at this location, is that this top tower
here? Is that this one?

A. No, that one 1s not.

Q. A different ocne?

A. Yeah, it's a different tower.

Q. Does that tower location in cleose proximity to Dana
Maldonado's residence?

A. Yeah, that's correct.

Q. So would it be fair to say that Branden's phone was in

the proximity of her residence at the time this call was made?

Al Yes.
Q. Was that information corroborated by the investigation?
A. Yes, that's correct.

MS. WALLER: All right, next slide, please.
Q. Again, this is June 19th. So this is June 19, 2023.
Tell me what this slide shows.

A. This is a text conversation between Abdullah and Dana
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1 Maldonado.

2 Q. And what time of day is this?

3 A. This is on June 19, 2023 at 10:56 p.m.

4 Q. Can you read that top one for us, please?

5 A. The slide says -- or the text message said: We're

2 parked up chilling, nothing went wrong, just not rushing and

7 doing anything stupid. Know that you're appreciated, both of

8 you all.

9 Q. Okay. And who sent that text?
10 A. That was sent by Abdullah to Dana Maldonado.
11 Q. Were you able to -- did you pull those texts from Dana

12 Maldonado's phone?
13 A. Yes.
14 Q. Next slide, please. This one. What date and time was

15 this slide?

16 A. This was June 159th at 11:02 p.m., and it was a data
17 connection from Brandon Huertas' phone.

18 Q. Do you know what time the murder occurred?

19 A. The murder occurred at approximately 11:03.

20 Q. So this is one minute before the murder, and when you

21 say a data connection, what is a data connection?

22 A. A data connection could be anything from a location

23 service from your app, or if you're using a different app that
24 has location on it, the data connection, it could be an

25 internet browser, it could be an e-mail, it's just meaning that
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it wasn't a text conversation, it was a data connection.

Q. So could a data connection be something a user
initiates, like if you're scrolling Facebook?

A. It could be user initiated, but it also can be phone
initiated.

Q. So this is my layman's term, could it be an app or
something running in the background of my phone that connects

without me actually doing anything at all?

A. Yes, that's correct.

Q. Do you have any way to know which one it is?

A. No, we have no way to know.

Q. And this is Brandon Huertas' phone; is that correct?
A. Yes, that's correct.

Q. Is this from the records provided by Verizon?

A. Yes, that's correct.

Q. Did T-Mobile provide you data connection records for

Abdullah Seifullah?

A. They gave us time and duration, but we didn't have
locations for it, and it was at that time that T-Mobile was
combining with Sprint at the time. Sprint used to, we used to
be able to get the data connections out from, but at that time

then T-Mobile was not providing these for us.

Q. So you had data connection locations for Verizon but not
T-Mobile?
A, That's correct.
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1 Q. That's just because of the way that they maintain their
2 records; is that correct?

3 A. That's correct.

4 Q. But did you have from T-Mobile for Abdullah Seifullah,

5 did you have location information for things like voice calls?

6 A. Yes.
7 MS. WALLER: WNext slide, please.
8 Q. This is surveillance footage from 11:03, and we've

9 watched this video a number of times, so we won't re-watch it,
10 but did this videc show you what time the murder occurred?

11 A. Yeah, it showed that it was like 11:03.

12 Q. And that silver Dodge Charger that we've heard testimony
13 Brandon Huertas was driving, was 1t his phone in that general

14 location at that time?

15 A. Yes.
16 MS. WALLER: Okay. HNow go to the next one.
17 Q. So now we're back to, it leooks like we have records from

18 Abdullah Seifullah's phone and Brandon Huertas' phone at this

19 point, and that video, did you watch that video?

20 A. Yes.

21 Q. And you could see a man running behind the car?

22 A. Yes, that's correct.

23 Q. Do you recall what the description of that man was from

24 your investigation?

25 A. I didn't -- I never got a description of it.
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Q. That's okay. We've heard it a number of times.
A. Okay.
0. So this is, this first call on the left, what time is
that?

A. That was at 11:10 p.m.

0. Okay. And what kind of call was it?

A. That was an outgoing voice call.

Q. And who was it from?

A, It was from Abdullah -- abdullah to Brandon Huertas.

0. Okxay. And it's hitting, this is this tower; is that
correct?

A. Yes, that is that tower.

Q. So it's hitting this tower here?

A. Yes, it's hitting on there, yeah.

Q. S0 it's showing there, and you can with see Planet

Fitness on your slide there with the marker, the yellow marker.
So it's in the vicinity of that Planet Fitness, and that is
just a few minutes after the murder took place?

A, Yes, that's correct.

Q. Ckay. And what about the bottom here?

A, The bottom one is a call, it's an outgoing call from
Abdullah to Brandon Huertas, and that was at 11:12 p.m.

Q. OCkay. And it's still in the same thing. You're in the
same general area at that time?

A. Yes, that's correct.
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1 Q. And let's lock at the left-hand side with Brandon
2 Huertas. The first call, what is that call?
3 A. That one is an incoming call, and that one was from

4 Abdullah to Brandon Huertas.

5 Q. What time was that?

6 A, That was at 11:06 p.m.

7 Q. Which is?

8 A. The time is gonna be a little bit different, and it's

9 based on, when you punch the number into your phone and then
10 you dial, and it depends on how long it takes that person to
11 answer the phone, sc¢ there's gonna be a little bit of time
12 difference con that.

13 Q. But it's just mere minutes after the shooting murder of

14 David Rcldan-Dimas?

15 A, Yes.
16 Q. And what about the bottom one here?
17 A, The bottom one is an incoming call from Abdullah to

18 Brandon Huertas, and that cne was at with 11:13 p.m.

19 Q. And does it show still in that general area?
20 A. Yes, that's correct.
21 Q. Okay. So we have Abdullah Seifullah's phone hitting off

22 this top tower?
23 A. Yes.
24 Q. And then is Brandon Huertas', is it this tower down

25 here?
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A. Yes. BAnd that's based on who the cell phone provider

is.
Q. QOkay.
A. So Abdullah's provider was T-Mobile, they use different

towers, Verizon uses different towers, also, so.

Q. And in each of these four calls, I believe, because I
listened to it chronclogically, so the first call is from
Abdullah to Brandon?

A. Yes, that's correct.

Q. At what time?

A. That was 11:10 p.m.

Q. Well, there, I think it says 11:06.

A. Yeah, it says 11:06. My correcticn.

Q. Okay. So is that the same call?

A. Yes.

Q. Okay. And you explained that, but it's because it's a

little different depending on the lag time in the towers?

A. Yes, that's correct.

Q. Okay. So it's showing that both -- it's showing the
defendant in the general vicinity of Planet Fitness right after

the murder; is that correct?

A. Yes.
Q. And he's calling con the phone, Brandon Huertas?
A, That's correct.

MS. WALLER: Next slide.
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Q. Now we're up to, stilil on June 1%th, what time is this?

A, This was at 11:32 p.m. on the 19th.

Q. Qkay.

A, And this is, the one on the left in the red, that is a
call to —-- Zfrom Abdullah to an unknown number. We didn't know
who the subscriber was on that number.

Q. So he just made a phone all, then at that time, 11:32,
he was in that cone hitting this same tower up here?

A. That's correct.

Q. And then whose residence is within that area?

A, The residence was Dana Maldonado's residence.

0. And was that, his location there corroborated by your
investigation --

A, That's correct.

Q. -—~ or by your team's investigation?

A. Yes.

Q. Okay. What about the one on the right that says Brandon
Huertas?

A. The one on the right is from, it's an incoming phone
call with Brandon Huertas on June 19th at 11:27 p.m.

Q. Who's calling?

A. The call party was Abdullah.

Q. So that was at 11:27, and the other one is 11:32; is

that correct?

A. That's correct.
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Q. And deoes that call also, according to your arcs, place
them near Dana's house?
A. Yes.
MS. WALLER: ©Next slide, please. Okay.
Q. This 1s, it looks like a continuation of that text
conversation, or it's the beginning of the text conversation,
what dates is this from?

A. This is on June 19th and the 20th.

Q. Who is this text conversation between?
A. This one is between Abdullah and Dana Maldcnado.
Q. And Dana corrcborated this earlier, but did you have

location data for these two texts —--
A, No.
Q. -- at this time? You just didn't have those records; is

that correct?

A. Ne. The T-Mobile records didn't include the data at
all,
Q. But it further corrcberated the investigation that the

police department did in this case?
A, Yes.
Q. Okay. And this is just a continuation cf that same text
conversation. I believe Dana read this out loud to us.
MS. WALLER: Go back one. I'm sorry, just one. Go
back one more, to the texts, sorry.

Q. So what time does this start?
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This starts at 12:05 p.m. on June 159th.
Okay. And can vou see there's a text kind of near the

the next to the last, the green cone that says: You all

Yes.

Who sent the green texts?
That was Dana Maldonado.
Okay.

And the phone records itself, we get the phone number,

if they're in the contact list, if they have their own contact

in their own list, it will show the name, but in this case we

didn't have that. So somebody didn't put in their own phone

contact list.

Q.

Ch, I see. 8o when it says, "unknown,"”" that's because

that person didn't name their phone?

A.

Q.

e

Q.
A.

Right, that's correct.

Okay. But did you know whose phone that was?
Yes. We knew the phone number, yeah.

So which phone was that?

So that was Dana Maldonado, and Brandon -- oh, cr not

Brandon, but Abdullah's phone.

Q.

A.

Q.

And they are speaking at that point?
Yes.
MS. WALLER: And one more slide.

Is that just the continuation of that conversation?
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Yes.

MS. WALLER: I don't have any further questions at

this time, Your Honor.

BY MR.

people

- o B D & B

=R &

Q.

THE COURT: Cross-—examination?
MR. GARDNER: Thank you, Your Honor.
CROSS-EXAMINATION
GARDNER:
That's guite a bit of work you have there. So it puts
in vicinities of areas based on the tower?
Yes.
It won't tell us where we are?
Not exactly, no, it gives us proximity, though.
Proximity?
Yes.
Okay. Hand grenades and horses.
Yes.

Okay. And I guess that was my next gquestion, I wrote it

dewn so I get it right. None o¢f this tower stuff would show a

jury whether or not Abdullah was in the parking lot at Planet

Fitness during the murder?

A,

lot.

No. It would cnly give us a proximity of the parking

MR. GARDNER: Thank you, sir.
THE COURT: 2Any Redirect?

MS. WALLER: No, sir, Your Honor.
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THE COURT: You may step down, and you're free to
leave.

THE WITNESS: Thank you, Your Honor.

THE COURT: You may call your next witness.

MS. WALLER: Your Honor, may we approach?

THE COURT: Yes.

(Off the record discussion was held at the bench by

Court and counsel)

THE COURT: Mr, Foreman and ladies and gentlemen of

the jury, sometimes the wheels of justice grind kind of slow,

and a lot of times trials, depending upon a witness

availability, we've got two witnesses who are not going to ke

able to testify until the morning, so we're going to recess
until 9:30 in the morning, 9:30 sharp. Do not do any
independent investigation, no social media. There has been
some news coverage of this case, divert your attention from
that, you need to base your decision on what transpires here
this courtroom. We'll see you back at 9:30 in the morning.
not discuss the case amongst yourselves or with anyone else.
Everyone remain seated as the jury exits the courtroom.

{Jury exited the courtroom at this time)

in

Do

THE COURT: Anything from the State before we recess?

MS. WALLER: No, sir, Your Honor.
THE COURT: Anything from the defense?

MR. GARDNER: No, Your Honor.
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THE COURT: We'll stand at ease until 9:30 in the
morning, 9:30 sharp.

(Concluded for the day Wednesday, June 4, 2025 at 3:56 p.m.)

(Whereupon proceedings reconvened Thursday, June 5, 2025)

THE COURT: Anything from the State before we
proceed?

MS. WALLER: Your Honor, the State would just like to
put on the record that we are not intending to proceed on the
indictment for criminal conspiracy to commit grand larceny.

THE COURT: Very gcod. Would yeou like to be heard on
that?

MR. GARDNER: No, Your Hecnor. No obkjection.

THE COURT: Anything further from the defense?

MR. GARDNER: No, Your Hcnor.
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1 THE COURT: We're ready for the jury.

2 MR. GARDNER: Yes, sir.

3 (Jury entered the courtroom at this time)

4 THE COURT: Mr, Foreman, ladies and gentlemen of the

5 jury, good merning. Once again, thank you for being here and
6 being here on time. The State will recognize. You may call

7 your next witness.

8 MR. MARTIN: Thank you, Your Honor. The State calls
9 Forensic Scientist, Jamie Green.

10 THE COURT: Yes, sir, if you cculd please come

11 forward, and I'm going to ask you if you could approach the

12 Clerk. Take a moment to put your stuff down and place your

13 left hand on the Bible and raise your right as she administers
14 the ocath.

15 JAMES JAMIE GREEN WAS DULY SWORN AT THIS TIME AND

16 TESTIFIED AS FOLLOWS:

17 THE COURT: Have a seat in the witness chair, come up
18 real close to that microphone, and I'm going to ask that you
19 speak loudly, clearly and slowly in order for me to hear

20 everything that you have to say. Let's start with your full

21 name, please, sir.

22 THE WITNESS: James Green.
23 MR. MARTIN: Thank you, Your Honor.
24

25
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VOIR DIRE
BY MR. MARTIN:
Q. Where do you work?
A, I'm employved by the South Carolina Law Enforcement
Division, commonly referred to as SLED.
Q. We heard some testimony yesterday about SLED. Generally

speaking, what does the South Carolina State Law Enforcement
Division do?

A, We provide manpower and technical expertise to law
enforcement agencies throughout the state that may not have it.
Q. And regarding forensic firearm testing, are there any
local law enforcement agencies that you know of that would be

able to do that?

A. Other than SLED, which encompasses the entire state,
there are two agencies in the state that have a firearms
laboratory. It's the Richland County Sheriff's Department and
the Greenville County Sheriff's Department, or Greenville P.D.,
I'm sorry, Greenville Police Department, so there's only two

other than SLED.

Q. How long have you worked at SLED?

A, Twenty years as of this past Monday.

0. What is your current assignment at SLED?

A, I'm a forensic scientist in the firearms department of

the Forensic Services Laboratory.

Q. What's your educational background?
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A. I have a bachelor's and a master's, both from Charleston
Southern University, and then when I was hired at SLED, I
started the SLED Firearm and Toolmark Course of Instruction.
It's about a three to three-and-a-half-year course of
instruction studying under court qualified firearms examiners
in an apprentice~type fashion learning to do what I do now.

Q. And with the training that you menticned at SLED, are
you required to take any sort of competency exams or testing?

A. Yes, sir. Each accreditation cycle we go through
proficiency testing, so I'm tested in each discipline in which

I'm qualified.

Q. And you've passed those every time?
A. Yes, sir.
Q. So you mentioned forensic scientist in the firearms

department. What do you deo?

A. We look at fired ammunition components, fired bullets or
fired cartridge cases, to determine a common origin, or more
plainly put, were these cartridge cases fired by the same
firearm, and if a firearm is submitted, were they fired by that
firearm.

Q. T heard the term "bullet," but are there different parts
of a bullet, and if so, what are they called?

A. Yes, sir, there are. When my dad was alive he would
always tell me he was going teo Wally Worid, which is what he

called Walmart, to buy bullets. Well, no matter how many Times
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I corrected him, I was Jjust his kid, you know, he wouldn't ever
change. He was actually going to go buy a cartridge. A
cartridge was a complete piece of unfired ammunition. It was
composed of the cartridge case, which is just the holder for
everything else, it holds the primer and the gun powder and the
projectile over the bullet. When a cartridge is fired the
bullet leaves the cartridge case, travels down the barrel, out
the barrel towards whatever's being shot at, and the cartridge
case 1is left, and if a semiautomatic pistol it's extracting it
and ejected from the firearm, so a fired cartridge turns into
two separate components when it's fired, the bullet and the
cartridge case.

Q. Like your dad, I use the term "bullet"™ incorrectly, so
that was your nice way of correcting me. What about handguns,
are there multiple different types of handguns?

A. Yes, sir. The two main types of handguns are pistols
and revolvers. If you've ever seen an old cowboy western where
the, you know, the cowboys pull out what they call a wheel gun,
that's a resolver. When you fire those, the cartridge case
stays in the cylinder until the shooter manually unloads them.
A pistol, usually semisutomatic, every time you pull the
trigger, the cartridge case is extracted and ejected from the
firearm, so it will end up on the ground somewhere around the
shooter.

Q. I believe you previously testified that one of your
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duties is firearms identification. What exactly is that or
does that mean?

A. Firearms identification is a discipline of forensic
science where we try to determine a common origin. Were these
ammunition components, were these bullets and cartridge cases
fired by the same firearm, and if a firearm's submitted, were
they fired by that firearm.

Q. And more specifically, what makes firearms
identification possible?

A. When firearms are produced, tiny scratches, or
striations, are left on the working surfaces of the firearm.
The breech face will have individual markings, the firearm will
have individual markings, and the rifling in the barrel will
have individual markings that lets us be able to tie a specific
cartridge case or bullet back to a firearm. The way that's
done is their manufacture, like I said, tiny microscopic marks
are left. Metal has a grain structure just like sand, so if we
all went to the beach with one rake and we all raked a
three-foot-by-three-foot section of sand, if we all looked it
from, you know, the bird's eye from standing up at eye level,
it will all look the same because it's the same length, it's
the same width, used by the same tocl, but when you look at it
closer, microscopically, the grains of same will fall different
based on pressure and angle, that's the same way with firearms.

I've taken studies, or taken part in studies where we looked at
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worst case scenario for a firearms examiner, consecutively made
firearms, made by the same tool and the same state of wear, one
right after the other, after the other, after the other. Ten
slides and ten barrels were made consecutively. Even though
there's some similarities, you can tell between the bullet
fired out of bullet one versus the bullet fired out of bullet
two. Those individual characteristics are encugh to where if
you know what you're looking for, if yocu're trained, you can
differentiate which bullet or which cartridge case was fired by
which gun.

Q. Thank you. In your 20 years at SLED, approximately if
you can give a number, how many examinations have you performed
in the field of firearms identification?

4. A lot. I would say in the tens of thousands.

Q. Have you ever testified in your 20 years at SLED as an
expert in firearms identification?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. Approximately how many times?

A. I think it's exactly 130 times, and that includes both
state and federal courts.

Q. Would that also include General Sessions court, the
court we're in today?

A. Yes, sir.

MR. MARTIN: Your Honor, at this time the State would

ask to qualify this expert in the field of firearms
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identification.

THE COURT: Any query from the defense with regard to
his qualifications?

MR. GARDNER: No challenge, Your Honor.

THE COURT: He is so qualified. 1I've spoken to you
about how to evaluate an expert testimony, and I will charge
you in greater detail later.

MR. MARTIN: Thank you, Judge.

DIRECT FXAMINATION

BY MR, MARTIN:

Q. Can you tell to jury in general terms how you conduct
your examinations?

A. Yes, sir. The main tool we use is a comparison
microscope. It's two microscopes connected by a single optical
bridge that lets us look at two objects simultaneously, and we
look for the tiny microscopic scratches I was speaking of, the
individual characteristics in those fired bullets, or those
fired cartridge cases, to determine a common origin.

Q. In addition to this comparison microscope, do you
document the packaging that you're given?

A. Yes, sir. Every case I work -- every case we work in
the firearms department, we still do old school paper case
file, so cartridge cases have a worksheet, fired bullets have
their own separate worksheets, firearms have worksheets,

everything we do, every examination, whether it's just a
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physical examination of an item or a microscopic examination,
is documented on the appropriate worksheets throughout cur case
file.

Q. Once your examination is concluded, are there different

types of conclusions that you're able to draw?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. What are those?
A, We have four conclusions: Positive, fired by: negative,

not fired by; inconclusive, which is a fancy word for I don't
know, and since where we'd give an inconclusive there would be
encugh markings for us to say, wow, this bullet could have been
fired by this gun, but there's not enough markings for us to
make the determination that, yes, it was. And then unsuitable,
for identification, it could be something that's too damaged or
scmething that doesn't have any markings on 1it.

Q. Does SLED have a method of tracking the movement of
items of evidence that are taken in at SLED and then later
returned to the submitting law enforcement agency?

A. Yes, sir, we keep a chain of custocdy.

Q. And we've heard some testimony already about a chain of
custody. Is that chain of custody kept in an ordinary course
of business at SLED?

A, Yes, sir. Every case that comes in the door at SLED is
given its own particular SLED laboratory number that is

different than the investigating agency's number. The lab
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1 number will start with an "L," and then the year, like, '24,

2 and then dash, and then five numbers after that. Each

3 individual item will get its own item at SLED, and a chain of
4 custody is literally an electronic record of physical custody
5 of the evidence as it travels through the laboratory, so the
6 minute it comes in the door it gets its own lab number, each

7 item gets its own item number, and each item is individually

8 tracked electronically as it moves its way throughout the

9 building and then back to evidence control and then back to the
10 submitting agency.

11 Q. And for the case that brings you here today, you

12 mentioned a number L23-11327. Was a chain of custody kept, in
13 fact, kept for that case?

14 A. Yes, sir, it's kept for every case.

15 MR. MARTIN: I have previously shown State's 79 to
16 the defense. May I approach the witness, Your Honor?

17 MR. GARDNER: We have no objection, Your Honor.

18 MR. MARTIN: We ask that the chain of custody for

19 this case, State's 79, be admitted into evidence, if the
20 witness can identify it.
21 L. Yes, sir, State's Exhibit 79 is the chain of custody in
22 this case.
23 MR. MARTIN: We ask that that be admitted into
24 evidence, Your Honor.

25 MR. GARDNER: No objection.
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THE COURT: 1It's into evidence.

(State's Exhibit No. 79 was admitted into evidence.)
Q. You mentioned how you do your examinations. These
conclusions and what you've done, do you memorialize it in a
report?

A, Yes, sir. BAny time in the firearms department we give a
conclusion where we say something was fired by something, or
these cartridge cases were fired by the same firearm or not,
any conclusion rendered to those four I spoke out a few minutes
ago, a former report is issued.

Q. and for L23-11327, did you, in fact, do a report in this

case?
a. Yes, sir.
Q. and I've previously shown State's 80 to the defense.
MR. MARTIN: May I approach, Judge?
THE COURT: Yes.
Q. Is this, in fact, your report for which you examined in

this case, fair and accurate copy?
A, Yes, sir, this is a copy of the report I issued for
State's Exhibit 80.
MR. MARTIN: We'd ask that that report be admitted
into evidence, Your Honor.
MR. GARDNER: No objection, Ycur Honor.
THE COURT: It's into evidence.

(State's Exhibit No. 80 was admitted into evidence.)
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Q. So we'll just kind of follow along with the report here.
Were you given a firearm to actually examine in this case?

A. Yes, sir, I was.

Q. Can you tell us what kind of firearm that was?

A. SLED Item five was a Taurus Model PT-111 Millennium G2
semiautomatic pistol, it was chambered a nine millimeter Luger
caliber with a Serial Number of: PJ034833, and it also came
with an accessory and an envelope indicating it's containing
previously fired test specimens.

Q. Thank you. If I show you the actual gun, State's 9
that's already into evidence, could you look at it and see if

that is, in fact, the gun in this case?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Take your time.
A. Yes, sir. State's Exhibit 9 is the firearm I examined

as SLED Item five in this case.

Q. Thank you. And previously put into evidence, State's
10. You mentioned accessories. Can I approach with this and
see 1f you recognize these magazines?

A. Yes, sir. State's Exhibit 10 is made up of SLED Item
seven, which were two Taurus brand magazines.

Q. If I could get the gun back from you. What did you do
with the gun?

a. When we receive any evidence in the lab for firearms,

we'll inventory it immediately, when we take custody of it
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we'll get it back and we start working the case. We'll take
photographs of how it's packaged so we know how to repackage it
when it goes back, and we'll inventory it, so we're supposed to
have two cartridge cases and a bullet and a gun and magazines,
I make sure I have everything I'm supposed to have, make sure
the serial number on the gun matches the serial number on the
submission documents, if not, figure out why. In this
instance, they had actually mistyped the third character of the
serial number as the letter zero -- excuse me -- the number
zero, instead of the letter "O," it was the letter "O," same
gun, Jjust a transposition of numbers. Once we do that on the
firearms, we make sure it's safe to fire. I like my fingers, I
like my eyes, I'm not gonna shoot anything that's not safe. So
once I determined it was safe to fire and I took pictures and I
wrote up the worksheet, I test fired it to get fired bullets
and fired bullets and fired cartridge cases that I know came
out of that gun beyond a shadow of doubt because I fired them
myself. Then I'll compare those test bullets with each other
to see if the gun is marking consistently for the bullets, and
then I'll compare the cartridge cases microscopically to see if
the gun's marking consistently on the cartridge cases. If so,
I'll then compare the test bullets to any evidence bullets I
have in the case, and I'll compare the test cartridge cases to
any evidence cartridges cases I have in the case.

Q. And you may have covered this and I may have missed it,
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but when you did your test firing, did you, in fact, use those
magazines that I wifh just showed you?

A, Yes, sir. I uéed both of the State's Exhibit 10
magazines to fire the pistol.

Q. And why is it that you use those?

A. If we have magazines that fit and function in a firearm
in the case, if they are all in the same case, we'll use those
magazines, and that's what happened in this case.

MR. MARTIN: 1I'm going approach. I'm showing it the
defense, it's SLED 5.1, State's 87. May I approach?

Q. What are we looking at here?

A, State's 87 is a SLED test fire envelope. It's still
sealed, so what this does is it has the test cartridge cases
and test bullets by fired out of the Item five, or SLED Item
five pistol I examined in this case. These are the test
specimens that I used for comparisons, or microscopic
comparisons with the fired ammunition components that were
submitted.

MR. MARTIN: Your Honor, at this time the State
reguests that item of evidence be admitted.
MR. GARDNER: No objection, Ycur Honor.
THE COURT: It's into evidence.
(State's Exhibit No. 87 was admitted into evidence.)
0. I'm going to approach with what's already been put into

evidence as State's 7, it's your item number four from your
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report, a bullet listed as found on the ground after moving
victim. Could you loock at this and see if this is, in fact,
what you were referring to?

A. Yes, sir. State's Exhibit 7 is the SLED Item four

bullet I examined in this case.

0. When you examined it, what was the condition of that
bullet?

A. Meaning, was 1t damaged or was it fired?

Q. No. I note on your —- when you brought it in, what to

you do with the bullet? Do you have to clean it in any way, or
do you have o do anything to it?

A. When we examine fired imaging components, bullets,
specifically, if they came from inside a victim or under a
victim, we look for trace material, or if it goes through a
wall, we lock for any kind of trace material. Is there blood,
is there fiber, is there hairs, anything like that? If it
comes out of a victim or from under a victim, I'm going to
decontaminate it. So I decontaminated it with some chemicals
we have at the laboratory before I conducted my examinations.

Q. And when you examined that bullet, what cenclusion, if
any, were you able to draw?

A, When we're looking at bullets, it's a little different
than when we're looking at cartridge cases. When we're looking
at cartridge cases, you read the head stamp, you know what the

caliber of the cartridge case is. When we look at bullets, we
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look at what we call the 0OPC's, the observable physical
characteristics. There are certain characteristics, weight,
measurements, that are unique to certain calibers. So when I
loocked at State's Exhibit 7, the bullet, I looked at the COPC's,
and from those OPC's, I was able to determine that the bullet
was most consistent with a bullet loaded intc a nine millimeter
Luger caliber cartridge. It had similar rifling
characteristics, the number of lands and grooves, direction of
twist, as the pistol I examined, so the class of
characteristics were similar, so then I was able to

determine -- excuse me -- once the class characteristics were
similar, then I moved on to a microscopic comparisons. If the
class characteristics were wrong, there would not have been a
need to do any microscopic comparisons. So since the
characteristics were similar, I compared State's Exhibit 7 with
test fires from the pistol I examined.

Q. And what were the conclusions of that?

A, The bullet that was listed on the evidence intake forms
is found on the ground after moving the victim was fired by the
pistel I examined.

Q. Thank you. ©Now, this is in evidence, State's 6, and I'm
going to show you and in your report it's mentioned as:
Cartridge case found on ground near black jeep. Is this, in
fact, the cartridge case that you were given, one of the two

that you were given, to examine?
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A, Yes, sir. State's Exhibit six was the fired cartridge
case I examined, the SLED Item two.

Q. And again, same question as before, after conducting
your examination, what conclusion, if any, were you able to
draw with regards to that item?

A, SLED item 6 -- excuse me —-- State's Exhibit 6, SLED Item

two, was fired by the firearm that I examined.

Q. Were you also given another case to examine in this
case?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. I'm going to approach with State's 11, already in

evidence, of casing, it's noted in your report as: Casing in
chamber of the Taurus. See if this is, in fact, the other case
that you had to review and examine.

A, Yes, sir. State's Exhibit 11 was the fired cartridge I
examined as SLED Item six.

0. And same question, what conclusion, if any, were you
able to draw with that item?

aA. State's Exhibit 11 was fired by the SLED item five
pistol I examined in this case.

Q. And just to follow up, that particular item matches the
gun in this case?

A, Yes, sir.

Q. And the previous case matches the gun in this case?

L. Yes, sir, both cartridge cases I examined were fired by
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to pistecl I examined.

Q. And the bullet, same thing, matches in this case?

a. Yes, sir. |

Q. Now, the one that I just passed up to you that was found
in the chamber, anything significant about that?

A. In what way?

Q. In how it was found within the chamber.

A. Sometimes semiautomatic pisteols hiccup, sometimes they

malfunction and they don't extract and eject like they're
supposed te. There's a whole bunch of reasons why that can
happen. Sometimes it happens when we're test firing, sometimes
it happens when I'm out shooting on the range. I don't have
any idea why, just sometimes a cartridge case will fail to
extract and eject on a firearm, just working perfectly fine, up
until that point.

Q. You previously talked about semiautomatic pistols, how
would it normally eject if things were functioning properly
with the gun?

A. The firearm I examined has a staning ejector and an
extractor that's on the slide, on the right side of the slide.
So once the cartridge is fired and the bullet goes down the
barrel, Newton in physics equal an opposite reaction if the
cartridge case goes back up against the breech face, the
firearm mechanism unlocks, is what the term is, the slide

starts moving to the rear. As the slide moves to the rear,





10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

18

20

21

22

23

24

25

345397

that extractor has a hold of the cartridge case, and when it
goes all the way back to where the ejector is exposed, the
cartridge case hits the ejector, and isn't expelled from the
cartridge case -- excuse me, expelled from the pistol, and then
the slide moves forward and takes the next cartridge off the
top of the magazine and loads it into the chamber. And like I
said, sometimes that doesn't happen for a whole host of
reasons, it doesn't extract or eject.

Q. So all three of these items that you examined fired by
this gun?

A. Yes, sir.

MR. MARTIN: Your Honor, the State doesn't have
anymore questions for this witness at this time.
THE COURT: Cross—exXamination?
MR. GARDNER: Very brief follow-up, Your Honor.
CROSS-EXAMINATION
BY MR. GARDNER:

Q. Good morning, sir. Thank you. That was a very thorough
report, I just got to ask you the question I think'we all know
the answer to: You can tell that the bullet came from that
particular gun, but you can't tell who shot or fired that
weapon, correct?

A, Correct. I can say, these cartridge cases were fired by
this firearm, or this bullet was fired by this firearm. I

cannot say who fired it, when they fired it, and why they
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fired, any of that.
Q. And you can't tell who put that weapon in anybody's

bedroom? You don't have any information about that?

A, No, sir.

Q. Okay. So all we've got is that this, whatever you call
it, "cartridge," "bullet," came out of that gun?

A, Yes, sir. The two cartridge cases I examined and the

one bullet I examined were fired by the pistol.

MR. GARDNER: Thank you, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Redirect?

MR. MARTIN: WNo, Your Honor.

THE COURT: You may step down, and you're free to
leave. Thank you, sir. You may call your next witness.

MS. WALLER: Your Honor, the State calls Catherine
Leisy.

THE COURT: Yes, ma'am. Take a moment to put your
papers down, place your left hand on the Bible and raise your
right hand as the Clerk administers the oath.

THE CLERK: Do you solemnly swear or affirm the
evidence you're about to give the Court in this case will be
the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, so¢ help
you God.

THE WITNESS: I do.

CATHERINE LEISY WAS DULY SWORN AT THIS TIME AND

TESTIFIED AS FOLLOWS:
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THE COURT: Come around and have a seat in the
witness chair. I'm going to ask if you could pull up real
close to that microphone and speak loudly, clearly and slowly
in order for me to hear everything that you have to say. Let's
start with your full name, please, ma'am.

THE WITNESS: Catherine Leisy, L-E-I-S-Y.

THE COURT: Very good. Yes, ma'am?

VOIR DIRE
BY MS. WALLER:

Q. Good morning, Ms. Leisy.

B

Good morning.

Q. Where do you work?

A. I work for the South Carolina Law Enforcement Division,
more commonly referred to as SLED.

Q. And we just heard Jamie Green, who also works at SLED

testify. Do you work in the same department he works in?

A. I do not.
Q. Which department do you work in?
A. I am assigned to the DNA casework department, and right

now, specifically, I work primarily homicides and violent crime
cases.

Q. So I want to just talk a little bit about SLED. We just
heard about two departments. What is SLED, the whole thing?

A. So overall, the agency itself is, essentially, a

supporting agency for all forms of law enforcement that operate
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within the State of South Carolina. As Agent Green mentioned,
we may provide manpower to smaller agencies that need
assistance with an investigation. We also pfovide forensic
analysis for agencies that don't have their own laboratories.
So specifically, with DNA especially, we work cases that may be
submitted by local, small police departments, they may be from
counties, they may be from other state agencies within South
Carolina. We also process evidence that is submitted by
federal agencies that operate within the stéte. Essentially,
our job 1s to assist in investigations in any way that we're
requested to, be it, with manpower, or technology.

Q. So you said -- do most local law enforcement agencies in
South Carolina have their own DNA lab?

A. They do not. So currently within the state, Beaufort
County, Orangeburg County, Greenville County, Richland County,
all have laboratories. We still do some cases that come from
those agencies, occasionally, but we do the bulk of the DNA
cases throughout the state.

Q. And I didn't hear you say Horry County. Does Horry
County have its own DNA lab here in Horry County?

A. No, ma'am.

Q. Thank you. How long have you been employed at SLED?

A, Nineteen years.

Q. What's your current position? I believe you told me.

Do you mind telling me again?
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A. I am a forensic scientist assigned to the DNA case work
department.

Q. What does a forensic scientist assigned to the DNA
casework department do?

A. My responsibilities, primarily, are to process forensic
cases, generate reports based on the results and conclusions
drawn in those cases and testify to reports, if necessary. I
also assist in the training of less experienced analysts within
the laboratory, and training of investigators and solicitors
throughout the state. I also have certain guality control
duties within the laboratory, and as a forensic scientist,
ultimately, my job is to try to develop a DNA profile from
unidentified biological material that's either left at a crime
scene or on an item of evidence, and compare it to the DNA of a
known individual to try and determine whether or not that
individual has contributed that bioclogical material.

Q. What's your educational background?

A. I have a Bachelor of Science degree in genetic
engineering from Cedar Crest College in Allentown,
Pennsylvania.

Q. Did you receive any other specialized training or to be
a DNA analyst at SLED?

A. I did. So once I came to work at SLED, I received
in-house training by other court-qualified analysts in all the

different types and analyses I'm required to perform. In
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addition to that, prior to my time at SLED, I spent
approximately four years working at a private testing facility
that at the time was known as Orchid Cellmark, andlwas located
in Germantown, Maryland, and I ran the same types of tests and
analyses there that I do at SLED.

Q. Do you have to pass proficiency exams in order to
maintain your position at SLED?

A. I do. We take multiple proficiency tests within a year,
and proficiency tests are basically like practice tests. They
are purchased from another laboratory. The answer is known to
the laboratory that we buy these tests from, and we then work
those tests as we would a normal case. We should be getting
the known answer, obviously, and it shows both that I am
following protocols and doing my job correctly, as well as
showing that the protocols as written by the laboratory are

working as they're supposed.

Q. Have you always passed your proficiency exams?
A. Yes, ma'am.
Q. Have you ever been called to testify as expert in the

area of DNA analysis in courts in South Carclina?

A, Yes, ma'am.

Q. Approximately how many times?

a, I would say, approximately 150.

Q. Are any of those times in criminal court, or General

Sessions court, as we're here for today?
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A. The vast majority would be General Sessions. I've also
testified twice in federal court, as well as once at a United
States Military Court Marshal at Fort Jackson in Columbia.

Q. Has any Court ever declined to qualify you as an expert?

A. No. We're not always offered as experts, that's really
up to the prosecutor in the case, but every time I have been
offered as an expert, I have been accepted.

MS. WALLER: Your Honor, at this time the State would
offer this witness as an expert in the field of DNA analysis.

THE CQURT: Any query with regard to her
gualifications?

MR. GARDNER: No, Your Honor, none whatsoever.

THE COURT: She is so qualified.

MS. WALLER: Thank you.

DIRECT EXAMTNATION

BY MS. WALLER:

Q. Can you briefly describe the general procedure for DNA
testing?

A, Basically, what we're doing when we get a DNA item of
evidence in is we are first extracting DNA, so we're breaking
apart the cells that may be present on that item to release the
DNA that's present. So we extract it, purify it, so we've got
now a collection of DNA. We then quantify the amount that's
present, so basically, it's just a test that gives us a general

idea of how much DNA is present overall, and the test that we
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use also gives us a breakdown to tell us roughly how much of
that DNA is male. We then perform a process call would PCR,
which stands for Polymerase Chain Reaction, and we're testing
locations in the DNA that are called STR's, which stands for
Short Tandem Repeats, and an STR is a location in our DNA where
a short core unit of DNA repeats a certain number of times, and
by using this PCR process we can make millions of copies of
these STR locations. So because we have one copy of DNA from
our mother and one copy from our father, we have two coples of
each of these locations, so essentially all we're doing is
counting the number of repeats. So it would have given an STR
location if the DNA I inherited from my mother has ten copies
of this repeat unit and the DNA I inherited from my father has
12 copies, my DNA types at that location are simply ten and 12,
I'm just counting up that number of repeats. And I'm testing
21 locations, as well as three gender markers to generate a
profile, and it's this overall collection of DNA at all of
these locations that gives us what we call a DNA profile. If I
can successfully generate a DNA profile from an item of
evidence, I can then compare it to the DNA profile of a known
individual, and that comparison will allow me to determine
whether or not that individual could be contributing.

Q. Thank you. If that method that you just described a
standard practice used in the scientific community?

A. It is. That is widely accepted method both within the
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United States and all over the world.

Q. And you menticned that you have gquality control units at
SLED?

A. That's correct.

Q. Does SLED lab have those quality control protocols in
place for your lab?

a. We do. That can range anywhere from the checking of

validation of instrumentation to ensure all of the instruments
are working as they're supposed to. We perform guality control
testing on all of the chemicals that we use to ensure that
there are no contaminants present, meaning there are not
foreign sources of DNA that may get added to the sample. We
also test everything from temperatures of heating elements that
we need for certain steps. It's just, again, tc make sure that
all of the instrumentation, all of the materials we use are
working as we expect them to, and that they're not going to
introduce or damage the DNA.

Q. Is SLED's lab accredited by any crganizations?

A. Yes, it is.

Q. What accreditations does SLED's lab have?

a. SLED is accredited by the ANSI National Accreditation
Board, and accreditation is a voluntary process that forensic
labs can choose to participate in to show that they meet
certain standards and guidelines that have been put in place to

ensure quality and consistency in forensic testing, and we are
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audited by this organization on a regular basis to make sure
that we are following the guidelines and the protocols that
have been put in place for us.

Q. Thank you. So let's start with kind of really basic
basics. What is DNA on a basic level?

A, So DNA stands for, Deoxyribonucleic Acid. It's the
genetic material found in all of our bodies cells with the
exception of cur red blood cells, and DNA is packaged into
structures called chromosomes, which contain our genes, and
genes are simply strands of DNA that come from our physical
characteristics, such as our height or our eye coclor, and as I
mentiocned, we inherit one copy of DNA from our mother and one
from cur father, and therefore, we have two copies of every
gene, With the excepticon of identical twins, we expect each
individual to have overall their own unique set of DNA, but in
terms of forensic DNA testing, approximately 99.9 percent of an
individual's DNA is identical to that of everycne else's, and
it's by testing that remaining .1 percent for variation, that
we're allowed to tell different people apart.

Q. And correct me if I'm wrong, I believe you just said,
other than identical twins each person that exists in the world
would have a different DNA profile based on that .1 percent?

A. That's correct.

Q. So I'm going to direct your attention to the case we're

here for teday, and I believe it's SLED Number L2311327. Did





10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

367

355
you examine a number of items for this case and note your
conclusions in a report?

A. Yes, I did.
MS. WALLER: May I approach, Your Honor?
THE CCURT: Yes.
Q. I'm going to hand you what's been marked as State's
Exhibit 79 and 81. Seventy-nine is already in evidence. Is

that a copy of the chain of evidence for the items that you
examined in this case?

A, Yes. State's Exhibit 79 is a copy cof SLED's chain of
custody specific to this case.

Q. And does that chain of custody list every single person,
including the law enforcement officer who brought the items to
SLED and every person at SLED who would have touched these
items?

A It does. It includes a list of every individual who
would have had that item in their custody. It alsc includes
storage locations, so i1f it's placed on a specific shelf in the
evidence control department, that storage location is also
reflected on the chain. 8o it's not just the people who'wve had
custody of i1t, 1t's every place in the building that that item
has been stored.

0. And 1s SLED's storage secure?

A, It is.

Q. When SLED receives items from local law enforcement, if
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1 those items have been damaged or tampered with or opened in any
2 way, does SLED test those items?

3 A. No. If there's indication that there's been any

4 tampering of an item, it will not be tested.

5 Q. You also have State's Exhibit 81. Is that a copy of

6 your report?

7 A. Yes, it is.

8 MS. WALLER: Your Honor, at this time the State would
9 like --

10 Q. Is that kept in ordinary course of business?

11 A. It is.

12 MS. WALLER: The State would move to introduce

13 Exhibit No. 81 into evidence.

14 MR. GARDNER: No objection, Your Honor.

15 THE COURT: It's into evidence.

16 (State's Exhibit No. 81 was admitted into evidence.)
17 Q. When I'm looking at this report at the wvery top, it

18 says: Supplemental. Why does it say, "supplemental"? Why is
19 that the title?

20 A. Tt indicates "supplemental" because this was the second
21 report that I issued in this case. Initially, my first report
22 contained only the items of evidence that were submitted and
23 two known standards, so swabs that were taken from two

24 specifically known individuals. At a later date there were

25 swabs from two additional individuals submitted, so after
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analysis of those two additional swabs I combined all of the
information both from the first report and with the comparisons
to those second individuals, and issued the supplemental, which
contains all of the materials that I tested.

Q. So the supplemental report centains everything that was

in the first report and some additional information; is that

correct?
A. That's correct.
Q. Do you know, were the first two known standards that you

tested, one for Dana Maldonado, and the other for David
Roldan-Dimas?

A. That's correct.

Q. And were the second two for Abdullah Seifullah and
Brandon Huertas?

A. Yes, they were.

Q. Okay. So just briefly, what is touch DNA?

A. Touch DNA is & type of DNA that happens through physical
transfer. So a lot of the cases that we work, what we're
looking for is the bodily fluids, so blood, semen or saliva.
When we get an item in with a touch DNA request, that's
something that someone has touched or been in contact with. So
imagine you're sitting at home, you're watching TV, you're
handling the remote control. As you hold that in your hand,
you would expect there to be some level of transfer of your

skin cells, and therefore, of your DNA from your hand to the
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remote contrcl. So when we get a touch request, it's typically
just through the physical contact between an individual and the
item, or between two individuals.

Q. Okay. So just by way of example, you said remcte
control, if I pick up this remote control and put it down, will
my DNA be there?

A. We would certainly expect some level cof transfer.
Whether or not it's detectable by our means of testing depends
on how much DNA is present, how much DNA may be there from
other pecple, soc there are a lot of different factors that can
go into it, but there would be some level of transfer from your
hand tc that item.

Q. So would it be accurate to say that when it comes to
testing, you don't know if you're going to find my DNA on an
item until you find it or not, even if I've touched it?

A, That's correct.

0. All right. You went through the standard procedure that
you used, generally, to generate these DNA profiles, is that
the method you use to test the items in this case?

A. Yes, it is.

0. Okay. Can you explain, and you'wve said this word a few
times, a known standard. What is a known standard?

A. A known standard is a sample collected from a known
individual that we then develop a profile from, and we use that

profile to compare to the evidence prefiles to determine
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whether or not that individual could be contributing. The two
most common types of known standards we receive are either
blood, be it, liguid, or a dried bklood spot, or in this case we
received sets of buccal swabs, and buccal swabs are simply
cotton swabs that look just like a Q-Tip. It's rubbed against
the inside of an individual's cheek to collect cells from that
area. We then use the DNA from those cells tc develop to DNA
profile of that known individual.

Q. I'm going to approach and show you what's been marked as
State's Exhibit 8, 23, 5 & 22. Could you examine these items,
and we'll go through them one by one, and tell me if you
recognize them and what each one of these is.

A. S0 I do recognize each ¢f the items, and I'm basing that
on the SLED Case Number and Item Number sc that appears both on
the Bar Ccde on each heat-sealed pouch, as well as my
handwritten documentation on the envelope within the pouch, so
State's Exhibit Five is SLED Item one, which would be buccal
swabs identified as being from Dana Maldcnado. State's Exhibit
8 corresponds with SLED Item Number 3, buccal swabs from David
Roldan-Dimas. State's Exhibit 23, which corresponds to SLED
Item Number 14, buccal swabs from Brandon Huertas. And State's
Exhibit 22, which corresponds to SLED Item Number 15, buccal
swabs from Abduilah Seifullah.

Q. Were you able to generate DNA profiles using those known

standards for each of those individuals?
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A. Yes, 1 was.
Q. Were you given some items of evidence to test to try to
locate DNA on some items?
A. Yes, I was.
Q. I'm going to show you what's been marked, we'll start

with States Exhibits, and this is opened since there were two
items in here, but this is Item 21 and 20.

A, So State's Exhibit 21 corresponds to SLED Item Number
12, which would be swabs from gray Charger, and I believe that
would be from the steering wheel on Item 12.

Q. Qkay. So let's talk about that. Were you able for Item
Number 12 to develop a DNA profile suitable for comparison to

those known standards?

A. Yes, I was.
Q. And what was your conclusion?
A. So when we do a comparison when we develop a profile

from evidence, we first have to determine the number of
contributors to that profile, so is it DNA from one person, or
is it DNA from multiple people? For SLED Item 12, the swabs
from the steering wheel, I determined that the DNA profile is a
mixture of DNA from three individuals. I then compare each of
the known DNA profiles from the known standards that were sent
to that preofile, and we perform a calculation and
interpretation that is called a likelihood ratio. So a

likelihood ratio is two possible explanations for the DNA
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profile, and the likelihood ratio value that's calculate
provides support for which of those two possible explana
is more likely. So when we're talking about DNA analysi
the DNA profile itself that is sort of the event that ha
happened that the likelihood ratio is based on, and I ha
develop two possible explanations for that profile. So
Item 12, because it's a mixture of three individuals, my
possible explanation for this prefile is that, let's say
David Roldan-Dimas, it's that David Roldan-Dimas and two
unidentified unrelated individuals have contributed to t
profile, because, again, I have to have a total of three
people.

The second possible explanation would be that it
three unidentified unrelated individuals who have contri
So when I do that comparison, I have several different p
conclusions. The first being that there is support that
seeing this profile because this particular individual
contributed, support that I'm seeing it because someone
has contributed instead of that individual, I can just f
exclude someone as a contributor, meaning that there is
consistency, no indication that they contributed to the
profile, or it could just be inconclusive, essentially,
not strong support either way for that individual being
contributor.

Q. I'm gonna stop you right there for one moment.

361373

d

tions
s, it's
5

ve to
for
first

for

he

is
buted.
ossible

I'm

else
latly

no

there's

a





374

10

11

12

13

14

15

1e

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

362
A. Yes, ma'am.
Q. So you said it was a mixture of three different people?
A. Correct.

Q. Well, let's back up before that. Do you participate in
the investigation of the cases that you receive, other than
doing forensic testing, at all?

A. I do not. I perform work only on the items that are
submitted by the agency who it was performed.

Q. Do you have some basic information about the underlying
facts of the case before you get started?

A. Ideally, yes. Sometimes we get more information in some
cases than others, but we do ask certain gquestions about why an
item is probative or why it might be informative to a case,
where an item is collected from, and just basically, how it
relates to what we're doing.

Q. And does that kind of direct your analysis in the way
you develop your proposition sets?

A. Basically, with the proposition sets, it's essentially
doing a comparison of each known individual, with the first
possible explanation being that, yes, they are a contributor,
and the second being that, no, they are not, and then it
depends on how many people contributed to that mixture. It
kind of helps us £ill out those possible explanations.

Q. So you're kind of doing the same method every time?

A. That's correct.





10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

363
Q. And why would you find the mixture of three individuals
on an item? What are some likely explanations for that?
A. For an item such as a steering wheel, it could be an

indication that we've had multiple people driving that car, so
different individuals touching the steering wheel could be
leaving their DNA on that steering wheel, but we alsc have what
is a known occurrence called secondary transfer. So let's say
I've got, you know, I've touched an item that somecne else's
DNA is present on. I may then have their DNA on my hand, so
when I get in my car to drive home, it's possible that I can
transfer their DNA from my hand to that steering wheel. So we
can have direct transfer from an individual to the item, we can
also have that type of secondary transfer. So I can't tell
exactly how the transfer occurred, just that the DNA was

present when I tested.

Q. Just that the DNA was there?
A, Correct.
Q. So for, let's look at the steering wheel, let's swap

with the steering wheel, proposition set one, what conclusion
were you able to draw based upon that proposition set? Could
you just explain it to us, please?

a. Sure. Based on the comparisons, I was able to exclude
both David Roldan-Dimas and dim mothers and Abdullah Seifullah
as contributors to this three-person mixture. When I performed

the calculation with the profile from Dana Maldonado, it was

375
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1 determined that the DNA profile is approximately 260 times more
2 likely if Dana Maldonado and two unidentified unrelated

3 individuals contributed to the mixture, than if three

4 unidentified unrelated individuals contributed, and that would
5 provide, what we would consider moderate support, for that

6 being the more likely explanation for this profile, and then as
7 far as Brandon Huertas, it was determined that the DNA profile
8 is approximately 28 quadrillion times more likely if Brandon

9 Huertas and two unidentified unrelated individuals contributed
10 to the mixture, then i1f three unidentified unrelated

11 individuals contributed, and that would be considered very

12 strong support for that being the explanation for the profile
13 that was developed.

14 Q. Ckay. And we heard, so it sounds like, and you have to
15 correct me if I'm wrong, it sounds like you identified out of
16 the three people who had DNA present on that steering wheel,
17 you identified two of the contributors?

18 A. It's not necessarily an identification, again, a

19 likelihood ratic is a measure of how many times more likely we
20 are to see this specific profile if a particular individual

21 contributed than if they didn't. So we're not identifying it,
22 it's just a measure of how many more times more likely we are
23 to see it, and especially in terms of Dana Maldonado's result,
24 it was only 260, which does support the idea that we're seeing

25 this profile because this individual contributed, but again,
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that's considered what we call mecderate support based on our
verbal equivalents, where as 28 quadrillion for Brandon Huertas
would be considered very strong support. And we actually take
that a step further, because for both Dana Maldonado and
Brandon Huertas, we have what we consider potentially
inclusionary values, meaning it provides support for thém being
contributors. We then run a comparison with both of those
individuals to that item at the same time. Essentially, we
kind of see if the puzzle pieces might fit together if it's
possible that they both contributed to that three-person
mixture. So in that instance, my possible explanations would
be that it i1s Dana Maldonado, Brandon Huertas, and one
unidentified unrelated individual contributing, or that it is,
in fact, three unidentified unrelated individuals contributing,
and based on that comparison the profile is approximately 1.3
sextillion times more likely if it's Dana Maldonado, Brandon
Huertas and an unidentified unrelated individual contributing,
than if it is three unidentified unrelated individuals, and
what that indicates to us is that it is possible that it is
both Maldonado and Huertas contributing, but in terms of Dana
Maldonado, it's still appropriate to consider that lower number
of 260, because when they're run together that much stronger
number developed for Huertas will influence that number when
they're run together, so it's appropriate to consider their

individual likelihood ratios as far as whether or not they're
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contributing.

Q. Okay. So you just said one in 260, and you explained
why one is bigger than the other just now, but the second
number, how many zeros does that number have?

A, Twenty-eight quadrillion would be a twe, an eight and
then fifteen zeros.

Q. So it's a very, very large numbker?

A. It is much larger than 260, yes, ma'am.

Q. Okay. BSo now let's go to State's Exhibkbit, which one do
you have? The swabs from the front passenger, do you have
those up there?

A. I do.

Q. Is that 207

A. Yes, State's 20, corresponds to SLED Item 11, which was
identified as swabs from the interior passenger door, the front
passenger door handle from the Dodge Charger.

Q. Were you able to develop a DNA profile suitable for a
comparison?

A, I was.

Q. Did you develop likelihood with ratios for that?

A, I did. The profile developed from the swabs from the
passenger door handle, I determined the profile was a mixture
originating from two individuals, and I was able to exclude all
four of the known standards that I had, so Maldocnado,

Roldan-Dimas, Huertas and Seifullah were all excluded as
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possible contributors from the door handle.

Q. Okay. And you say ycu excluded all of the known
standards you had for the door handle, and I believe you said,
and correct me again if I'm wrong, that Abdullah Seifullah was
excluded as a contributor to the mixture on the steering wheel;
is that correct?

A. That is correct.

Q. I'11l take those back and hand you a different one.
Thank you. Okay. I'm going to hand you what's been marked as
State's Exhibit 12, 13 and 14 kind of connected. Do you
recognize those items of evidence?

A. Yes, I do, and again, that's based on the SLED case
number, item number and my initials on each swab box within the
heat-sealed pcuch.

Q. Okay. Let's start with State's Exhibit Number 12. I
believe that should be SLED Item Eight.

A, It is. State's Exhibit 12 corresponds to SLED Item
Eight, which was identified as touch swabs from the trigger of
a Taurus.

Q. And when you received that item of evidence, was it
sealed and un-tampered with?

A. It was.

Q. So let's talk about that. Did you develop, were you
able to develop a DNA profile from the swabs of that trigger

that was suitable to comparison to the known standards that you
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1 have?
2 A, I did. The profile was suitable for comparison, and I
3 determined it to be a mixture originating from three

4 individuals.

5 Q. Okay. And what was your proposition set for this item?
6 A. So again, I would compare each individual separately,
7 and it would be -- the first explanation would be that it is

8 the person of interest, or the known standard, and two

9 unidentified unrelated individuals contributing to the mixture.
10 The second possible explanation being that it is three

11 unidentified unrelated individuals contributing.

12 Q. And what was your conclusion?

13 A. I determined that Dana Maldonado, David Roldan-Dimas and
14 Brandon Huertas are excluded as contributeors to this mixture,
15 and that the DNA profile is approximately 520 septillion times
16 more likely if Abdullah Seifullah and two unidentified

17 unrelated individuals contributed, than if three unidentified

18 unrelated individuals contributed.

15 Q. Just so to clarify, you excluded Dana Maldonade; is that
20 correct?

21 A, Yes.

22 0. And Brandon Huertas?

23 A, Correct.

24 0. And David Roldan-Dimas?

25 A, Yes.
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Q. And you said the statistic for Abdullah Seifullah is 520
septillion times more likely if it's Abdullah Seifullah and two
unidentified unrelated individuals. How big of a number is 520
septillion?

A, Five-hundred-and-twenty septillion would be a five, a
two, and then 25 zeros after that.

Q. Let's move on to item number -- it's State's Exhibit 13,
SLED Item Nine.

A. State's Exhibit 13 corresponding to SLED Item Nine,
which was identified as swabs from the grip of the Taurus.

Q. Okay. Were you able to develop a DNA profile suitable
for a comparison for that item?

A. Yes, I was.

Q. And what proposition sets or likelihood ratios did you
generate for that item?

A, That DNA profile was also interpreted as a mixture
originating from three individuals. I again, used the same
explanations, or proposition sets, and did comparisons to each
of the known individuals, and again, Dana Maldonado, David
Reoldan-Dimas, and Brandon Huertas, are excluded as contributors
to this mixture, and the DNA profile is approximately
150 octillion times more likely if Abdullah Seifullah and two
unidentified unrelated individuals contributed, than if three
unidentified unrelated individuals contributed.

Q. So once again, you're excluding three cf the known
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standards that you were given to test, Dana Maldonado, Brandon
Huertas, and David Roldan-Dimas; is that correct?
| A, That's correct.

Q. And Abdullah Seifullah, I believe I'm gonna --

150 octillion times more likely as Abdullah Seifullah and two
unrelated unidentified individuals contributed to the mixture,
how big of a number is 150 octillion?

A, One-hundred-fifty octillion would be a one, a five, and
then 29 zeros.

Q. It's a big number, as well?

A, It is, ves.

Q. Ckay. When SLED analyzes and item, you've been saying,
we consider that very strong support. Does SLED have a verbal
scale that you use to interpret results that's included with
your report?

A, We do. It's listed on every report where we report
likelihood ratio values. The supporting values for items where
we consider an inclusionary value, any likelihood ratio value
between two and 99 is considered weak support. Any number
between 100 and 9,999 is moderate, 10,000 to 999,999 is
considered strong support, and any value of 1,000,000 or
greater 1s very strong support, and that's to highest level
that we provide a verbal eguivalent for.

Q. So anything greater than 1,000,000 is very strong

support; 1is that correct?
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A. That's correct.

Q. How many zeros are in a million?
a. Six.

Q. Six?

A. Uh-huh.

Q.

And how many did you say were in, I'm sorry, I have to

go back, in a octillion?

A. One octillion would be a one with 27 zeros.

Q. And then what about a septillion?

A A septillion would be a one with 24 zeros.

Q. Thank you. And then we're going to look at State's

Exhibit Number 1l4. This is, I beliewve it's SLED 10 that you
have up there.

A. State's Exhibit 14 does correspond to SLED Item Number
Ten, which was identified as swabs from the slide of the
Taurus.

Q. Were you able to develop a profile for that item?

a. A partial DNA profile was developed for that item,
meaning that there was not information located at all of the
STR locations tested, and that could be caused by just an
insufficient amount of DNA being present, or different factors
have caused the DNA to be removed or broken down, which didn't
allow me to develop full profile, and based on the limited
information, I was not able to provide any further

interpretation.
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1 Q. Okay. So no conclusions drawn from that item?
2 A, Correct.
3 Q. And I believe you heard Mr. Gardener ask this question,

4 but do you have any information about the underlying facts of

> this case, about what happened? Did you witness anything or

6 see anything?

7 A, I have no personal knowledge. T didn't witness anything
8 or see anything. All I know is what was provided in the

9 submission paperwork.

10 Q. So your only role in this case was as a DNA analyst?

11 You analyzed items that were provided to you?

12 A, That's correct.

13 Q. And I assume you did that in your lab in Columbia?

14 A. Yes, ma'am.

15 MS. WALLER: OCkay. I have no further questions for

16 this witness.

17 THE COURT: Cross-examination?
18 MR. GARDNER: Very brief, Your Hcnor.
19 CROSS-EXAMINATION

20 BY MR. GARDNER:

21 Q. I do want to follow-up that question. I know you have
22 no personal knowledge and nobedy ever assumed that, but you did
23 talk with somebody about the theory o¢f the case, though, didn't
24 you?

25 A, I was provided some information in terms of where the
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weapon may have been collected from, who the vehicle in
guestion may have belonged to. There is certain information
that we do ask for because it can determine how we interpret a
particular item or how statistics are calculated.

Q. So that would be a yes?

A, Yes, sir.

Q. Okay. Good. Now, I told the jury at the beginning that
I was going to ask you this question, so I'm going to ask you
if I remember it. If you have a high probability of DNA on an
object, that means that the person at some point in time
touched the object; is that right?

A, It doesn't necessarily mean that they touched it, it
means that at some point there was transfer. 1 can never say
exactly how that transfer occurred, or when, it's just that DNA
is present when the testing occurs.

Q. Okay. So we don't know. Now, the follow-up question.
When you toock the slide of the nine millimeter, everybody, I
think, knows what a nine millimeter, but are you talking about
the top that slides back and forth?

A. That would be my assumption, but I did not take the
swabs myself, so that was just how the item was described. I
don't know exactly which portion of the firearm was swabbed and
submitted.

Q. Okay. But if they told you it was the slide?

A. That's what my assumpticon would be, and that’'s how it
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that I would assume it was that top portion.

and that would be the top portion of the

A. That's my understanding, vyes, sir.

MR. GARDNER: Thank you, ma'am.

THE WITNESS: VYes, sir.

MR. GARDNER: No further gquestions, Your Honor.

THE COURT: 2Any Redirect?

MS. WALLER: No, sir, Your Honor.

THE COURT: You may step down, and you're free to

leave. Thank you,

ma'am.

THE WITNESS: Thank you.

THE CQURT: You may call your next witness.

MS. WALLER: Your Honor, at this time the State

rests.

THE COURT: Mr. Foreman, and ladies and gentlemen of

the jury, at this
of law outside of
the jury room, do
as the jury exits

bench?

juncture, we're required to take up matters
your presence. [ will ask that you return to
not discuss the case. Everyone remain seated

the courtroom. Might counsel approach the

(Jury exited the courtroom at this time)

(Off the record discussion was held at the bench by

Court and counsel}

THE COURT: Mr. Seifullah, I'm going to explain the
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certainty of rights. If you do not understand what I say,
please let me know. If you want me to explain anything in more
detail, let me know and I'll be happy to do that. Do you
understand?

THE DEFENDANT: Yes.

THE COURT: All right. We have now reached the stage
of the trial where you may present your defense. You have the
right to claim the protections given to you by the Fifth
Amendment to the Constitution of the United States of America,
which provides a relevant part. No person shall be compelled
in any criminal case to be a witness against himself. This
means that you cannot be required to testify in this case. You
have the right to testify on your own behalf, however, no one
can make you testify. This 1is a personal right, and no one can
waive this right except you. If you decide to testify, you'll
be subject to the same rules that govern other witnesses, and
you may be examined and cross-examined on any relevant issue in
this case. In addition, if you have any convictions involving
dishonesty or false statements, or for crimes punishable by
imprisonment for more than one year and this Court determines
that the probative value of admitting this evidence outweighs
its prejudicial effect to you, the solicitor will be able to
introduce your record to attack credibility. If you decide to
testify, this decision on your part must be freely, voluntarily

and intelligently made with the knowledge of the protections
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[

given to you by the Fifth Amendment and the consequences of
your decision to testify. If you decide not to testify, I wili
instruct the jurors that they cannot give the fact that you did
not testify any consideration, whatsoever. There is to be
absolutely no prejudice to you because you did not testify. It
is left entirely up to you whether or not to testify. You may

talk to your attorney, you may talk to your family members and

friends, anyone else, but the final decision will be left

entirely to you. Do you understand what I've explained to you?

TEE DEFENDANT: I do.

THE COURT: Have you discussed those matters with
your lawyer?

THE DEFENDANT: Yes.

THE COURT: Do you have any questions of me with
regard to these rights?

THE DEFENDANT: ©No.

THE COURT: Do you wish to testify?

THE DEFENDANT: I plead the Fifth and wish to not
testify.

THE COURT: Very gcod. Do you need any additional
time to discuss this matter with your lawyer?

THE DEFENDANT: No.

THE COURT: All right. You've understocd all of your
conversations with him?

THE DEFENDANT: Yes.
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THE COURT: Very good. All right. You may be
seated. I'll be happy to entertain motions at this time.

-MR. GARDNER: Thank you, Your Honor. May it please
the Court? We would move at this time for a directed wverdict,
and I will put on the record a couple of things. I know that
this is a quasi-circumstantial evidence-type case. I know we
had the one witness that said he saw a black male running down
the street, there had been no identification of my client, and
I don't think the circumstantial evidence connects enough to
establish beyond a reasonable doubt that he is the person in
the video that you can't tell who it is, and all of this other
evidence doesn't tie to it, even the expert witnesses don't tie
to it, that he was staying in a room that we've already argued
about the search, but the co-defendant and others had access to
that room as easy as he does, and all of that, I don't think it
gets past the standard that we need, so at this time we'd ask
that you direct a verdict not guilty.

THE COURT: Would the State like to be heard on that?

MS. WALLER: Your Honor, the State would just like to
put on the record that we feel the evidence is more than
sufficient to send this case to the jury.

THE COURT: All right. I do, indeed, find that it's
a factual question for the jury, and to some extent it is
circumstantial and will left up to the jury to determine

whether or not that's beyond a reasonable doubt. So your
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motion for directed verdict is denied, but yvou're protected on

the record in all respects for appellate review.

MR. GARDNER:
have at this time.

THE COURT:

MR. GARDNER:
we get to the charge?

THE COURT:
to call the jury out,
witnesses?

MR. GARDNER:
THE COURT:
MR. GARDNER:
THE COURT:

going to send

them back out,

Thank you, Your Honor. That's all I

All right. We're ready for the jury.
can we take a short break before

Judge,

Yes, and as a matter of form, I'm going

and is there going to be any other
No, Your Honor.

I'1l allow you to rest on the record --
Yes, sir.

I'm

-- and just for appellate review,

and then we'll have an cpportunity

to revisit the motions and then we'll proceed forward.

MR. GARDNER:

THE COURT:
MS. WALLER:
MR. GARDNER:
THE COURT:
THE COURT:
MS. WALLER:

THE COURT:

Very well, Your Honor. Thank vou.
Anything further?
No,

sir, Your Honor.

No, sir.

We'll take about a five-minute recess.
{Recess taken}

Anything from the State?

Your Honor.

No,

Anything from the defense?
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MR. GARDNER: ©No, Your Honor.
THE COURT: We're ready for the jury.
(Jury entered the courtroom at this time)
THE COURT: You'wve heard all of the evidence toc be
presented by the State. At this time I'll recognize defense.
MR. GARDNER: Your Honor, the defense rests.
THE COURT: Very good. Mr. Foreman, ladies and

gentlemen, once again, at this juncture we have to take up

matters of law outside of your presence and ask that you return

to the jury room, but do not discuss the case. Thank you.
(Jury exited the courtroom at this time)
THE COURT: I will entertain mctions at this time.
MR. GARDNER: Judge, we would renew our motion for

directed verdict on the same grounds.

MS. WALLER: Your Honor, the State just feels there's

sufficient evidence to go forward on.

THE CQOURT: The motion is denied, but you're
protected cn the record in all respects.

MR. GARDNER: Thank you, Your Hcnor.

THE COURT: We're ready for the jury.

(Jury entered the courtroom at this time)

THE COURT: Mr., Foreman, ladies and gentlemen of the
jury, you've heard all of the evidence that's going to be
presented in this case. As you recall, when we started this

trial and I talked to you about what t¢ expect and how things
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were going to transpire, I mentioned that at this juncture
these very fine lawyers are going to have an opportunity to
give a closing argument. It'é very similar in the form of the
opening statements that you heard previously, but it's
different in a very real way, because at this juncture all of
the evidence is in the record, and they can point to the
evidence or lack of evidence that supports their relative
theory in the case. What they will have to say is not
evidence, but it will aid you immensely in your deliberation
process. You now have been involved in this case since the
beginning of the week. These very fine lawyers have been
involved with it for a very long time, sc pay very close
attention to what they have to say. Under these circumstances,
the State goes first.

M5. WALLER: May it please the Court, Your Honor?
Court's indulgence for a moment?

THE COURT: Yes.

(Attorney Waller presented a closing argument on
behalf of the State at this time)

MS. WALLER: Good morning. You've hearxrd all of the
evidence in the case up until this point, and what I'm going to
do now is kind of summarize it for you.

David Roldan-Dimas. I put that name up there because
sometimes we get so caught up, I know you've seen us back and

forth asking the same questions over and over, going back and





10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

351993

forth to the table presenting evidence to you, and sometimes
when we do that, we forget why we're here. The reason we're
here is because of David Roldan-Dimas. He was a young man who
was, in my mind, I didn't know him, but in my mind when I hear
about what happened to him that day and what he had been doing
that day, and when I heard from his girlfriend, Izabella, and
from Caio, he was a young man that had a lot of beginnings. He
was 20 years old, he was going to Coastal, he was graduating so
that he could kind of enter into the adult world and starting
his life, he had just developed this new relationship with
Izabella, they were planning a date for Friday night, he had
just gotten to get to know Caio, and they were developing this
kind of brotherly-type male relationship together. He was just
a young man who was starting out, and one day he went to the
gym Jjust on a normal day, and a random stranger came up and
shot him and killed him, and that's why we're here today.

Now, the judge will tell you that the State does not
have to prove a motive, we don't. We have to prove murder, not
motive, but what I've put to you i1s that my belief is that the
motive for this case was this car. This was David's pride and
joy, this black Camarc, and I believe, and I think that the
evidence that we've shown you can lead you to believe, as well,
that the reason that Abdullah Seifullah shot David was for this
car, because he needed a ride back to Connecticut, because the

car he drove down in was out of commission, it couldn't be
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1 driven anymore, and he was trying to get back. So David

2 Roldan-Dimas lost his 1life, essentially, in my mind, because

3 somebody wanted something he had, and he wouldn't give it up

4 easily, and when that happened, they shot and killed him.

5 Now, at the beginning of this case, Mr. Martin told

6 you a lot about Mr. Roldan-Dimas, and Mr. Gardner stood up and

7 said, oh, he's pulling at your heart strings, he's trying to

8 make you feel sad. Well, guess what? Murder's sad, it is.

9 It's sad that we're here because this young man is dead, it's
10 sad when you lcook at his family, all that is absolutely true,
11 but my job i1s not to make you feel sad, my job is not to ask
12 you to decide the merits in the case or to convict someone,

13 because you feel sad either way, my job is to present evidence
14 that shows that this individual committed the crime he's

15 accused of beyond a reasonable doubt, and I will put it to you
16 that you have seen a lot of evidence in this courtroom this

17 week that points to the defendant's guilt in this matter.

18 So let's talk about what he's accused of. He's

19 accused of murder. Murder is defined in South Carolina, it's
20 very simple here, murder is the intentional killing of any

21 person with malice aforethought, either expressed or implied.
22 Some states have all these definitions of murder, this is it in
23 South Caroclina, this is the killing of another person with

24 malice aforethought. And I'm sure that you guys probably don't

25 in your general lives think, what is malice aforethought?
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Well, the judge going to tell you, and I'm going to tell you,
as well. Malice is hatred, 1ill will, or hostility towards
another person. It's the intentional doing of a wrongful act
without just cause or excuse and with an intent to inflict an
injury or other circumstances that the law will infer an evil
intent. It does not require that malice exists for any
particular before the act is committed. The malice must exist
in the mind of the defendant just before the act occurs. It
may be inferred from conduct showing a total disregard for
human life. You see this definition, a total disregard for
human 1ife. I don't think anyone on this jury needs to read
this definition to know that a complete stranger walking up to
a 20-year-old kid sitting in a black Camaro and shooting him
dead is murder. You know it's murder. You know that David
Roldan-Dimas was murdered. The question in this case is, who
did it, and I'm going to show you.

He's alsc charged with possession of a weapon during
commission of violent crime. That's pretty self-explanatory.
That just means that when he committed the murder, he had a
gun, and he did. We all know from the forensic pathologist
that you heard, it was very clear that David Roldan-Dimas was
shot, I believe her testimony was he was shot in the left
shoulder. She said it went in, under here, down, and out his
back and that had hit an aortic¢ arch, it went through several

major organs, and as you will see, and I know the video's not
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very clear, but you can kind of see, and you can see from the
pictures I'm going to show you on the one, this one, he just
drove a short distance and crashed and he died pretty quickly,
enough to drive just a feet and crashed into another car where
he died. His body was layed out here, and this is where that
projectile was recovered, and you can see some of his blood
there in the car. So we know that David Roldan-Dimas was
murdered. And the question is, how do we know who did it?
Well, we'll start with some text messages. So in the day, the
day before the murder, we know that Brandon Huertas and
Abdullah Seifullah had come to Myrtle Beach to visit Dana
Maldonado. While they were here Dana communicated with
Abdullah, she had never met him before, and the testimony was
that Brandon Huertas was the person that she knew. He was the
father of her great niece and nephews. He was the father of
her niece's children, that's how she knew him, and they're
texting. This is the day before. He's saying, Abdullah
Seifullah: This is Dullah, texting Dana, because he 5ays, even
though it's Brandon's phone, he said: This is Dullah, he's
sleeping in the backseat. That means Brandon: I have a Planet
Fitness membership, so I'm gonna run in here and shower. So we
know that day before Abdullah Seifullah was at Planet Fitness.
He was communicating with Dana Maldonado who identified him to
the police. I'm going to go forward just a bit, and I know

we've are watched this video plenty of times. I know that you
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don't -- you can't see, really, you can't identify the person
in the video. The reason that we keep showing you this wvideo
is because it corroborates the witness statements. You heard
from the Letaj's. They're just normal people going to the gym
who have experienced something awful, they witnessed murder.
They told you that they saw a black man get out of that gray
Dodge Charger and walk up to the victim's car, and they heard a
loud noise and saw the victim crash, and then later they
discovered the victim was dead. They saw that. They saw what
they called a black man, you heard Mr. Letaj say that on the
stand, you heard him say that he saw a black man do this, when
he made the 911 call, which was immediately after David was
shot, and you heard Caio. Well, Cailo is very important to this
story because he had just started to get to know David, it was
his sister's boyfriend. He said that David was waiting there
at the gym that night because he didn't want Izabella and Caio
to be there alone. 1Izabella wouldn't leave Caio because he was
her little brother, he was 17, a senior in high school. David
wouldn't leave Izabella there, they all wanted to keep each
other safe. I think that what Caio said is the last thing he
ever said to David was, stay safe, brother, which is too bad he
didn't, but Caioc is kind of a hero to the story. I think Mr.
Martin said that at the beginning. This 17-year-old kid, he
saw Abdullah Seifullah running, and I'm going to play it for

you in a minute, but I'm going to direct your attention. So
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Caio said -- this is the Charger, and you can watch this in
your jury room if you want to, it's difficult to see, I
understand that. So this is the Charger, this is the victim's
car here with the lights on. You'll see it go forward and
crash here, and you see the Charger come out and they come
around, an Calo. So Caioc was being a good samaritan that
night. He saw a man running after a car, after the car
overtook him at a high rate of speed and went around him, and
he saw that man and he said, hey, can I help you, do you need a
ride, what's going on, and the man said, my car got stolen. So
kind Caio, at 17 just being a good samaritan, followed that
car, got the license plate number, and gave that to police, and
honestly, if he hadn't done that, I don't know how police would
have ever figured out who did this, because as you can see, I'm
gonna hit play, you can't see the man, you can't identify him
from the video. You would think if you're sitting on a jury
and someone said, the prosecutor's gonna show you a video of
the murder, and you'd say, this is easy, but like I said, it's
difficult to see, you have to put together some other puzzle
pieces to figure out who committed this crime. So you see him
running. Caic, everyone, Caio, Izabella, the Letaj's, all see
a black man, they described him as a black man running.
Everyone saw, Daryl Detrick saw a black man running across the
field here. ©No one knew Abdullah Seifullah, none of these

people had ever met him. They couldn't identify him, but let's
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just watch briéfly. So you see the brake lights come on. If
you look closely in the jury room, you can see a little figure
get out of the car there. Then you see the car move forward.
This is the victim crashing right here, and then you can see
the figure coming back to the car and trying to get bkack in,
but he can't, and here comes the car. You heard multiple
witnesses identify this car as a gray or silver Dodge Charger.
There is the defendant running behind the car, and here is Caio
following behind. So Caio, really, is the lead that police
needed to figure out who killed David. So let's back up a bit.
So I talked to ycu about —-- so once police tracked that car
back to Dana Maldonado's house, when they got there they
interviewed her, and you heard her say in the beginning, she
had her reasons that you heard, she originally wasn't
forthcoming with the police about who she gave her car to. She
eventually told the truth about that. She told you on the
stand that loaned her car that night to Brandon Huertas and
Abdullah Seifullah, and these text messages between and
communications between them corroborate her story.

So when we're putting this case together, it's kind
of like, I had an aunt when I was a kid who used to visit, and
we would always do these big huge jigsaw puzzles, I don't know
if people still do that, she was old even back then, but this
is like a puzzle, you have to take different pieces and put it

together, and then you have to draw some conclusions. They're
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not difficult conclusions, I will put to you, they're easy to
make. 1It's easy to make these conclusions when you see the
evidence. An example that we often give is, when you wake up
in the morning and the grass is wet, even if it's not raining,
you can be pretty sure that it rained the night before. Now,
something else could have wet the grass, sure. You could have
sprinklers that do that, but if you look at your neighbor's
grass and their's is also wet, and the one down the street's
wet, and the road's wet, when you put everything together, you
come to the cenclusion, it's wet because it rained. It's not
wet because of any strange reason that somebody comes up with,
or some unknown thing, like, everybody has sprinklers, or it's
the sprinklers, not the rain, it's not that, the most obvious
conclusion is typically to correct one. So we get back to
this, and we know the day before that Abdullah Seifullah was at
the Planet Fitness taking a shower. He gives Dana his phone
number here, which becomes important to the police when they
start investigating the case. The police were able to
corroborate, we see the day before the murder at 11:30,
Abdullah Seifullah is deing exactly what he said he was gonna
do in that previous text message, he's at the Planet Fitness,
he's exactly where he said he would be. Here's his picture,
and here's where he checked into the gym, and this is the same
Planet Fitness where later the next night David Roldan-Dimas is

murdered. Shortly after that, June 18, 2023 at 12:54 p.m., you
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see the car that Dana told you Brandon Huertas and Abdullah
Seifullah drove to South Carolina, gets into an accident, this
is Abdullah Seifullah, took this identification card and
paperwork, and you can clearly see his face, and you've seen
them a1l week, at that intersection of Highway 501 and West
Perry Road, which is in Carclina Forest, very, very close
proximity to the Planet Fitness. You can actually see the sign
here in the picture, and I believe, call details. So I told
you we don't have to prove motive, and we don't. You can
believe that Abdullah Seifullah killed David for any reason you
want to, but as I said, I believe that because his car was out
of commission, I think Dana testified that the car was not
drivable back to Connecticut, and it was gonna take longer than
expected to repalr that car. ©She was trying to look up flights
for them. She didn't actually bock a flight, she was just
looking up flights trying to get them home. At the same time
the day of the murder, we have are phone records, which I told
you were important. Police use phone records often times to
solve crimes. I would raise your bet that almost everyone in
the jury brought a phene with them, at least to jury duty, I
know you're not allowed to have them in the courtroom, for the
most part, but even I have my phone with me at most tTimes.
Brandon Huertas made a phone call at 7:33 p.m., a voice call,
and lock what he's calling, Enterprise Rent-A-Car, he's trying

to get home. Brandon and Abdullah were trying to get home, and





402

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

390

that, once again, this map shows that when he made that call he
was exactly where Dana Maldonado told you he was, he was at her
apartment. Because this was at 7:33, if you will remember, she
said she gave her car to Brandon and Abdullah that night for
them to go to Walmart around dark, around 8:30, 9:00, so he was
at her house at that time trying to get home. So this is a
text conversation, if you'll recall, that video that we
watched. The murder occurred at 11:03 p.m. This is at 10:56.
Abdullah Seifullah text to Dana Maldonado: We're parked up
chillin', nothing went wrong, just not rushing and doing
anything stupid. ZKnowing that you're appreciated, both of you
all, That's literally minutes before the murder, and if you
look back at that tape that I showed, that's Jjust a couple
minutes -- a couple minutes later you'll see that Detrick's
video with the Dodge Charger parked right there at the Planet
Fitness where you can see the taillights before it speeds away.
So he's talking to Dana at this time. You see further
information, Dana still trying to get flights and tickets.
Eventually she says: Don't come back here, cops here. She
says, 12:39: You all with £'d up. She's talking to Abdullah
Seifullah here: You all f£'d up. Because she knew who had her
car at that time. She knew when police were at her house and
her car was parked in front of her house, who she had given it
to that night, so when police were asking her who had it and

telling her what happened, she already knew who did it. It
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says: What happened? She says, again: Don't come back. Have
our names? Ask yourself. Why would he be worried about

Dana -- why would Abdullah be worried about Dana Maldonado
giving the police his name and Brandon's name? I think we can
all draw the conclusion it's because he committed the murder.
Once again, this is at 11:03, this is shortly afterwards. This
is the scene of the accident. As I said, we're not trying to
appeal to your emotions, so this picture doesn't contain it,
but David, his body was laying here, I think it was more like
this when police got there. You can't really see it in this
picture, but we have many pictures. There was the projectile
that the SLED agent just testified to. It was found right
here, when they moved his body it was underneath. He testified
he had to clean -- clean it off, which I think you can use your
imagination, that's why a bullet that had passed through his
body would need to be cleaned, and he matched that to a gun
that was later found at the scene. They also recovered this
cartridge casing here. This was in the parking lot at Planet
Fitness. You heard Tresean McQueen say that he took that into
evidence. This is that projectile that we just talked about
that was found after David's body was moved that most likely
came through his body, because the pathologist, if you'll
recall, did not find any projeqtile in his actual body. And at
the same time, that was 11:03, a few minutes later, s¢o you saw

a video of Abdullah running after the car, well, now you're
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seeing maps of calls between the two defendants. The two
defendants wouldn't really have any reason to call each other
if they were still together at that point, you don't really
call people who are sitting in the seat beside you in the car.
So you've seen this outgoing call. This i1s Abdullah Seifullah
at 11:10 calling Brandon Huertas, and at 11:10, just mere
minutes after David Roldan-Dimas was murdered, Abdullah
Seifullah is in the vicinity of this Planet Fitness. Once
again, two minutes later he makes another call also to Brandon
Huertas and he had called him. If you look at this side,
Brandon Huertas, incoming call from Abdullah Seifullah, this
says 11:06, that says 11:10. That's what caused Cellebrite --
Mr. Kangas explained, sometimes cell phone records, it depends
on how long it takes the person to pick up, or how long it
takes to hit the power, so the times are approximate. This is
extremely c¢lose proximity to the time of the murder, and then
once again, at 11:13. This is the, just to orient vyourself,
because T think it's easier if you're familiar with Myrtle
Beach, so this top tower, it's this one, the bottom one is this
one. So these kind of cones of areas where the defendants
could be and where their cell phones could be, encompass this
area, and right in the middle, Planet Fitness.

We know from testimony that after the murder, Brandon
Huertas and Abdullah Seifullah connected back up and went back

to Dana Maldonado's house, and how do we know that? We know
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that because, for one thing, she told us. Caio saw the car at
Postal Way right after the murder. By the time police
responded to Dana's house, that car was parked in front of her
apartment, so we know they got back there. Here it is, here's
the license plate. Dana told police that Abdullah Seifullah
and Brandon Huertas had that car that night, and then this is
the bedroom where Dana says Abdullah Seifullah was primarily
staying. I believe what she said was they parked their stuff
in the guest room and Abdullah Seifullah slept in the bed and
Brandon slept on the couch, but she testified, none of these
items are hers. So we see this red backpack that may look
familiar. I think that when Abdullah Seifullah was in the
Planet Fitness video, he's wearing a red backpack very similar
to that, this black pouch here, Dana said it didn't belong to
her, and then there's a wallet laying open on the bed as if
someone dumped off stuff and left in a hurry. This is a
close-up of that bag. You can see this gun in here. This gun
is the same gun that Mr. Martin showed you that we've been
looking at, it's this Taurus nine millimeter, all the cartridge
cases at the scene, Taurus nine millimeter, well, nine
millimeter caliber, and when you see the defendant with a
close-up, when he pulled to cards out of the wallet you see
Abdullah Seifullah's Social Security Card right there inches
away from the gun. He pulled out these debit cards, and they

are also in evidence which you can look at that have Abdullah
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Seifullah's name on them. So we've got this gun here with the
wallet right beside it. Here's Tresean's photograph of the
gun, you can see, you can zoom in on that serial number, you
can look at it yourself, it's the same gun that the SLED
analyst compared to all of the evidence from the scene, and
Just a lucky break for the police, there is a cartridge case
that fails to eject from the gun. So instead of ejecting the
way 1t normally would, it gets stuck in the gun, so the police
now have, yet, another piece of evidence to compare to the
cartridge casings at the scene and the projectile that went
past through the victim's body, so we have a third projectile
cartridge case here. This is a photograph of Dana's car, this
Dodge Charger that you've heard so much about and seen. Dana
testified this pink bag did not belong to her. This is the
contents of that bag. I would put it to you that that does not
look like something a woman would keep in her car for her own
purposes. You see a bunch of items here. 1I'll direct your
attention to this hat which is very similar to the hat the
defendant wears. This mask is very similar to the mask that
you see here. It's a slightly different color. It looks to me
it might have come out of the same pack, one's blue and one's
gray, you can look at that, as well.

So let's talk about the firearms analysis in this
case., We just saw the gun. We know that Dana loaned her car

to Brandon Huertas and Abdullah Seifullah. We know that that
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car was involved in a shooting at Planet Fitness because
multiple witness said it was because one witness followed it,
and police then used the information he gave on the license
plate to locate that car. You know, it's not far away, but
without that license plate number police aren't going to be
looking for that Dodge Charger, it would be like a needle in a
haystack. They knew where it was because they got information
from the scene from witnesses. We know that the witnesses said
a black man exited that car. I know you can't with see Brandon
Huertas, we're not here for the trial of Brandon Huertas, we're
here for the trial of abdullah Seifullah, but this is Brandon
Huertas, two people testified to that. This is not someone I
would put to you witnesses would identify as a black man. So
let's talk about the evidence collected at the scene. You
heard this evidence this morning, you heard SLED's firearm
analyst, Jamie Green. He's been doing this 20 years. He's
looked at a whole lot of guns and a whole lot of cartridge
cases an projectiles, he knows more about this than I ever
will. So let's talk about what his conclusions were. He
examined this gun. He told you there was a typo on the serial
number, you can read it. He said that's on "0Q," but police
says it locks like a zero. I can't really tell either. He
knows that from just experience. So let's talk abcut his
results. He says he examined one Taurus, Model PT Millennium

G2 semiautomatic nine millimeter Luger caliber pistol with this
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serial number with an accessory, and he's just talking about
this little thing here, it's a little sight. He physically
examined it. He test fired it himself using the magazines.
police found at the scene so that he would know that those
cartridge cases, those projectiles that came out of that gun,
he knew they were fired from that gun, and once he had that
knowledge he could use that knowledge to test it against these
items found at the scene, and he can draw conclusions based on
his expert opinion about those items, and his conclusion was
that all three of those items were fired by that gun that was
found in the bedroom where Abdullah Seifullah was staying,
located mere inches from his wallet that contained his Social
Security Card, that police found because they identified a car
that people saw a black man get out of and run towards David
Roldan Dimas' car and shoot him. So this is the cartridge case
found at the scene, this is the un-ejected cartridge case that
was found in the chamber of the gun. SLED says they match,
they were fired by the same Item Five pistol, this pistol that
I just showed you. This is the projectile that came out of
David's body, it's the one that was found underneath him. You
can see the curb that I kind of showed you earlier where he was
lying. Jamie also was able to analyze that, physically and
microscopically. He was able to say that Item Four was fired
by Item Five pistol. So at this point we know that gun is the

gun that was used to shoot David Roldan-Dimas.
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Now, this is the Dodge Charger. You'wve heard about,
we've heard about touch DNA and swabs from the car, and I know
what the defense is going to say. They're gonna say Abdullah
Seifullah's DNA is not on the car. What I would say about that
is, police -- first of all, you heard me say, and I believe,
I'll use my remote again. If I pick up the remote and said --
if I pick this up and then I put it back with down, will my DNA
be there? And she said, yeah, it should transfer there, but
whether or not we find it, I can't tell you. Just because I
touch something doesn't mean my DNA is gonna be there. It can
be there, it can not be there, it just depends on if there's
enough == if I leave enough material behind, or not. So SLED
tested the swabs that Tresean tock from the steering wheel of
this Dodge Charger. You heard her talk a lot abkout proposition
sets. The conclusion drawn in this case was that the DNA
profile is approximately 1.3 sextillion times more likely if
Dana Maldonado, Brandon Huertas, and an unidentified unrelated
individual contributed to the mixture than if there were three
unrelated individuals contributing to that mixture. So the
State's theory of the case is certainly that Brandon Huertas
was driving that car, that he's the person that sped away from
the scene after Abdullah Seifullah got out of the car, the
black man seen running behind the car was Abdullah Seifullah,
and this supports that.

Now, let's talk about the gun. SLED DNA results from
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1 the trigger of the murder, we know that this gun was the murder
2 weapon in this case because it was found at the apartment

3 police went to that night where the Dodge Charger was parked

4 out front, it was found in a bag on a bed where Abdullah

5 Seifullah was staying in close proximity to his wallet. So

6 peolice that night swabbed the trigger, that's this area right

7 here, I think we all know what the trigger is, but that's what
8 they swabbed. SLED was able to develop a DNA profile. The

9 first important point to note, Dana Maldonado, David

10 Roldan-Dimas and Brandon Huertas were excluded as contributors
11 to that mixture. So there are three DNA profiles present. We
12 have four people of interest in this case. As you heard, I

13 don't know who the other two people are, there's no way to know
14 that, but they weren't anyone who was identified as a suspect
15 in this case or as having involvement in this murder, they're
16 just random people who may have some time touched it or their
17 DNA got transferred, but guess what, the DNA profile is

18 approximately 520 septillion times more likely if Abdullah

19 Seifullah and two unidentified unrelated individuals
20 contributed to the mixture than if three unidentified unrelated
21 individuals contributed to the mixture. That's the statistic.
22 That's what we're talking about. There are approximately B.5
23 billion people on. the planet earth right now. If you look it
24 up you'll see a counter. A billion is one followed by nine

25 zeros, three sets of three. There are one, two, three, four,
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five, six, seven, eight sets of three zeros after that number.
SLED has what's called a verbal scale. This is their verbal
scale. So you'll see any likelihood ratic that has a statistic
over a million, that's the one with six zeros, 1s very strong
support. So look at that number, that's a big number. That's
very are strong support for Abdullah Seifullah's DNA being on
the trigger of the murder weapen in this case. These are the
DNA results from the grip. The grip, I'm sure you probably
know this, the handle, this area here, the slider at the top,
that's the one there was not enocugh information to develop a
profile, but right here, this is the grip. S$So the handle and
the trigger, the DNA results from the grip of the murder
weapon, the first important part. Dana Maldonado, Dawvid
Roldan-Dimas, and Brandon Huertas are excluded as contributors
to the mixture on the grip of the gun. It's not Brandon. I'm
sure the defense will try to sound like Brandon Huertas is
responsible for this murder, but as I said, we're not here for
the trial of Brandon Huertas, and Brandon Huertas is not the
person who committed this murder. 2Abdullah Seifullah is the
person who shot David Roldan-Dimas. He is black man that you
saw —-- or that witnesses saw running bkehind that car.

So let's look at this statistic. The DNA profile is
approximately 150 octillion times more likely if Abdullah
Seifullah and two unidentified unrelated indiwviduals

contributed to the mixture than i1f three unidentified unrelated
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individuals contributed to the mixture, this number 150
octillion. I always have to Google this, 150 octillion, let's
see, one two, three, four, five, six, seven, eight, nine sets
of three. That's how big that number is, if it's Abdullah
Seifullah rather than an unrelated unidentified individual, and
that's how SLED articulates its results. BAgain, let's look at
the SLED verbal scale, anything greater than a million is wvery
strong support for Abdullah Seifullah's DNA being on that
weapon.

We've been through the evidence. Mr. Gardner's going
to get an opportunity to talk to you now, and he's going to
talk to you about reasonable, so let me talk tec you a little
bit about that first. Reasonable doubt does net mean no doubt.
I actually have heard people before say, I don't know if I
could decide scmething beyond a shadow of a doubt. That's not
what you dc as a juror, it's not beyond a shadow of a doubt.
You weren't there, you didn't see it. You don't -- you can't
testify, you couldn't testify about what happened, but what
your job is to be firmly convinced that Abdullah Seifullah
murdered David Roldan-Dimas. You can't have a reasonable
doubt, but in this case I would put it to you that the State
has more than proved its case beyond a reasonable doubt. Aall
of the evidence in the case, every eyewitness who saw the
murder occur will tell you that the Dodge Charger was there in

the parking lot, that a black man got out of that Dodge Charger
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and went towards the victims car,

and killed, that car sped away.

we know the victim was shot

Like I said, because of

17-year—old Caio, we got the license plate numbers, we were

able to track it kack to Dana's house,

once police got there

they found out that Abkdullah Seifullah had returned to the

residence that night and gone inside that bedroom. They had

determined that they had -- that Brandon Huertas and Abdullah

Seifullah had left that Dodge Charger in front of that

residence, and when they went inside they found the murder

weapon sitting on a bag on the bed right beside the defendant's

wallet. TLuckily,

crime scene came in, swabbed that gun that

night, and were able to get DNA that was appropriate for

comparison. Once it got to SLED, Jamie Green matched all of

the evidence found at the murder scene including an unspent

chamber -- I'm sorry,

an un-ejected chamber found in that gun

and matched it to that weapon as the weapon that killed David

Roldan-Dimas, and Abdullah Seifullah's DNA is on the trigger

and the grip. 1It's on the trigger and the grip because he's

the one who pulled the trigger and shot and killed David

Roldan-Dimas and killed him that night.

beginning, we're here,

I told you at the

it's because of murder and society

doesn't accept that, but it's because of the loss of an

innocent life. This was truly a random act of violence that

occurred. I'm asking you to find the defendant guilty beyond a

reasonable doubt.

Look at the evidence.

You'll have it in
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your jury room. You can look in there, you can vérify
everything I've told you just now, and you can make your own
conclusicons., I think it's very obvicus what happened in this
case. I think the defendant, Abdullah Seifullah is responsible
for the murder of David Roldan-Dimas, he cut short an innocent
life, and I think Mr. Martin said, I'm trying to recall
exactly how he put it, he said, we're trying to do justice here
and the way to do justice in this case for David Roldan-Dimas
is to find the defendant, Abdullah Seifullah, guilty of murder
and possession ¢f a weapon during the commission of a vioclent
crime.

THE COURT: Defense, you recognize,

MR. GARDNER: Thank you, Your Honor.

(Attorney Gardner presented a closing argument on
behalf of the Defendant at this time)

MR. GARDNER: Mr. Foreman, ladies and gentlemen of
the jury, this will be my high technology. I'll use it up here
if I have to from time to time. To follow up on what she said,
the way to do justice is for all of us to do our jobs, that's
it. We don't owe anything to anybody, except for the oath that
we took. That's all. I told you at the beginning, we're not
here to reward anybody, we're not here to punish anyone, we're
just here to do our jobs. So I just want to address that, she
just closed with that. I was sitting here and I was thinking

about how all these jumping to cenclusions and conclusions as
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the solicitor was talking about it, and it reminded me when I
was a little boy I'd go to my dad's office and one of his
employees got there early every time and he would bring in the
newspaper, that was the thing back then, and he would read he
paper and when my dad would come in, he would tell my dad all
those local stories that were there and he never one time was
right. He always had it wrong, and he always jumped to all
these great conclusions: Do you know the City of Conway was
going to be closed today? Oh, really? Why is the City of
Conway going to be closed today? Because, well, I read there
was this one bridge that's out. Okay. Well, that was a jump
to conclusion. So that's a fun story for me because it's an
example of getting it right. You've got get it right, and on
this job you must get it right, you can't jump to.conclusions,
especially when the State is asking you to Jjump to conclusions,
because the State has the burden of proof. They've got to put
this story together. They've got to do their job, I've got to
do my job, you all got to do your job, and there's no room when
you're listening to the State's theory for jumping to
conclusions, because you'll get the wrong conclusion,
apparently and evident, so get that out of the way. I just
want to try to do what's right and try to get it right.

You heard me say that when they had the police
officer testify about the Sparks Toyota thing that he put up

there, he had it wrong, and I consulted with the sister, and my
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question was, I think that that's wrong. I think that's the --
he tried to put that as the Charger, and this clearly was not
the Charger. That's Sparks Toyota, and the ticket were for the
car that Brandon had that he drove down here, and I believe
that that officer did that by mistake. I think that that was
nothing malicious about that. Everybedy's trying put Abdullah
in the Charger, but I don't think he was doing it
intentionally. I think he truly made a mistake and he
recognized the mistake and got that corrected and I said, we're
just trying get it right. Okay. We're just trying to get it
right, because this is very important, and the judge will tell
you it's very important to the State and it's very important to
the family, and it's wvery important to Abdullah Seifullah, and
it's very important to the justice system. We try our best to
get it right, and that's what we're doing today. Now, that's
unlike Dana Maldonado. I don't think for one minute that she
was trying get it right, and I'm going to tell you why. We
know, first of all, that she spcke to the police at least three
times that we know of, it could have been more, but it's at
least three times, twlce the night of the incident, she lied to
the cops, she told the cops all kinds of lies the first time,
and we know that. I mean, these are things that we know.

These are things that are not in dispute. A lot of the stuff
with the trial is in dispute, but these are things that are not

in dispute. You don't have to decide these because you know
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nobody's contesting these. She lied to the cops, she said she
didn't know where the car was, she said the keys were in her
purse and her purse was on the counter, so on and so forth.

She wasn't very forthcoming with the solicitor, because she
left out what I consider a major part. She left out the part
that she had conspired with Brandon to commit, what I assume is
federal violations of law, I know it's a violaticn of the law
to buy handguns for people, but guns for Brandon. That's why
Brandon's down here. That's why we're here. Brandon came down
here to get Dana Maldonado to buy him handguns so he could take
them back to Connecticut. We know that Dana Maldonado was
friends with Brandon, not with Abdullah. She said, I've never
met him before, didn't even know him. These are the things
that we know. All right? And we know that Dana didn't -- she
told the solicitor that she and her husband were in a fight.
She didn't tell him why they were fighting. It didn't take
long. One thing that I love about a jury, when you've got 12
people looking at something, one of them might miss it, but all
together between the 12 people, you're not geoing to miss
anything, and I'm sure somebody on the jury and you've already
figured it out before I did, but I figured it out while she was
testifying. I know what this fight's about. This fight's
about you having a man staying in your house, and you could say
it wasn't a romantic relationship, and it may not have been,

but I know many husband's that would tolerate that kind of
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behavior, so that's what that -- finally on cross-examination,
low and behold, she admitted, yes, that's what it was. Yes, I
was going to traffic in illegal weapons, and vyes, I had this
guy staying in there, and yes, that's why my husband was
fighting with me, because he was jealous of my relationship
with Brandon. So she told us who lived there, she told us her
17-year-old son was living there. She ultimately admitted to
police again later that night she was gonna do, and then we
know later she went to the M.L. Brown, that's the police
department headguarters in Conway, and she was interviewed
again. So we don't know what all happened, but we know that
Dana Maldonado was completely aware of the State's theory of
this case, and speaking of theory's of the case, I was very
surprised when the, I think it was the last witness testified,
a forensic DNA lady, when she said, she wasn't -- she has no
personal knowledge about what happened, but yeah, the State
does call her and tell her what the theory of the case was.
The theory of the case was, their theory doesn't make it true,
but they are trying to say, Brandon was driving the car, I
don't deubt that, but they are trying put this on Abdullah
being the shooter, and that's a giant step of a jump to a
conclusion that we don't ever get there. If you get there you
have to connect the dots. I do like the solicitor's example of
it rained last night and we can tell because -- usually they

talk about snow. You know? If I go to bed tonight and there's
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no snow on the ground and I get up in the morning and there is
snow there, that's fine, but it don't tell me who the shooter
was, so let's be careful when we try to figure out who the
shooter was.

Let's look at what we do know. 8o back to what we
know, we know that Dana was Maldonado, we know that she was
willing to commit federal crimes. We know that she had a
relationship with Brandon. We do know that human nature, and I
tried to get her to admit it, and I'm not sure if she did or
not, but I'm sure vou all picked up on it, if you have a
relationship with somebody and you don't know somebody, you're
gonna steer things away from the one that you have a
relationship with towards the other perscn, and again, she told
us about her husband there, she told you about her son there,
she told you where they were, she had gone tc the bedroom, I
never got a clear picture of where her son was during all of
these events, I never got a clear picture of that. And
speaking of pictures, the State played a picture of Abdullah at
Planet Fitness when he went in to take a shower, these are the
things we do know. So he went in there to take a shower,
there's nothing wrong with that. This case isn't a slam dunk
like some people think it is, this is a crazy case that's got
all kinds of things happening into it. The State has =z
tendency to put up a lot of information, some of it's not

relevant, some of it is, but I think they try to overwhelm you
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with the technology, and lots of exhibits, and lots of people,
and things that you really don't really need. Did we need a
picture of Abdullah in the Planet Fitness a day or two prior to
the incident? Did that help in any way? My first thought was,
no, it didn't, but my second thought was, maybe it did, maybe
it did, and the beautiful thing about trying cases, especially
complex cases, that I've never tried a case where somebody on
the jury didn't figure it out sooner or later. Sometimes it's
during the trial, sometimes it's during the deliberations, but
I've never had that happen where they didn't figure it out. So
we've got all this overwhelming evidence coming at us, we've
got Dana Maldonado telling all kinds of stories. Excuse me for
a second, I do want to look at my notes. I don't have the high
technoleogy that we have here.

I want to switch over and try to tell some of the
things that, these are the things that we know. Well, let me
things that we know. We know that the DNA profile was,
according to the State's witness was on the trigger of the
weapon. Okay. And all that means, I told you I was going to
ask them, and I told you I've done that before, it just means
that the person touched it, and she corrected me. I love it
when the experts correct me. It doesn't actually mean that you
touched the gun, it just means that there was some kind of
connection the gun about the DNA, that's fine. What's more

important than the trigger of the gun is the slide. The slide
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is what you cock the gun to fire the gun. So whoever fired
that gun would have had to cock it with the slide. Why wasn't
there DNA on that? We don't know whose gun that was. We know
it came from Connecticut, we know that Brandon came from
Connecticut, we know he was trying to get guns. We know that
Dana Maldonado said she had a gun, a nine millimeter, same type
of gun, and she said hadn't seen hers in three days. Why would
she say that? She just, I got a nine millimeter I haven't seen
in three days. She's very clever.

I'm going to throw up some things that I want you all
to consider, and I have to be careful when I do this because I
don't want you tc think that we're switching the burden of
proof. This is a criminal case. The burden of proof is always
on the State, and because I say something, this is what
happened, or this is probably what happened, I'm not taking
cver to prove that beyond a reasocnable doubt, it's just part of
the doubt, it's part of the full picture, and it's something
for you to consider if you're looking for reascnable doubt, and
you need to because the judge is going to give these
instructions to you, and that's part of it. This gun was found
in a room, and another thing that Dana tried to, I'm just gonna
go ahead and say it, that she tried to hide from us and she
tried to mislead you with, why is that? She tried to say that
bedroom was for Abdullah, and I had to pull it from her, like

pulling teeth. Finally she agreed that, yes, they had joint
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access to that. Some of that stuff in there was Abdullah's and
some of it was Brandon's. We don't know who else had access to
that room, but we know who all lived in that house. Okay? And
the solicitor's theocory about if you're in a hurry, you put your
stuff there and then you leave, no, if you're in a hurry, you
don't put your stuff there. Okay? If this i1s as the solicitor
says it is, why would vyou go back in and dump everything in
this joint room for the people that have access to it? And if
you were leaving, you would just take your stuff with you. So
that troubles me, and that trouble rises to the level of
reasonable doubt, doubt that would cause a reasonable person to
hesitate to act, that's reasonable doubt. So if get back in
your jury room and you start talking about that stuff and you
start, walt a minute, I don't know about that, that's a reason
to hesitate to act, and that is reasonable doubt for not
guilty. It all goes together. I never have heard a better
recitation of the law about constitutional protections, I've
never in all the time I've been doing this that we heard the
other day from the judge, and if you all listened to that, I'1l1l
try to go over a little bit, but that was beautiful the way he
did that, and reasonable doubt is a not guilty wverdict. So
we're going to have to analyze all of this stuff together when
you get into your deliberations, so every time there was a
question about where Abdullah might be, Dana tried to put him

in the car, she tried to put him in different places. She told
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a story that I don't believe for a second about going to the
vape store. Now maybe she went to the vape store, I don't
think that's relevant to anything. She went to the wvape store,
but why did she say to Abdullah, but I asked her, where was
Brandon: Brandon stayed home. You don't know Abdullah.
Abdullah didn't go into get a wvape, Abdullah doesn't vape, to
my knowledge, there's no testimony about that. He didn't go
in, he didn't ask for anything, he didn't ask to go anywhere
else, she just said he road with her to the store. Why would
she say that? I'm gonna tell you why she said that. She's got
to put him in the car somehow, all right? Because she knows
the theory of the case. She's met with the cops at least three
times. The theory of the case is Abdullah was in the car.
There's no evidence that Abdullah was in the car, other than
she said on at least the third time around that she loaned the
car to these guys, but she never saw them drive the car. I
don't know which story, she's told so many stories, which one's
the truth, but she was trying to put it in the story about the
vape. The evidence is contradictory to that because there is
no DNA evidence that Abdullah was in that car, and if they want
you to believe that the DNA on one thing is evidence of guilt
but no DNA is evidence reasonable doubt, they can't have their
cake and eat it, too. They can't have it go both ways, it's
either one way or the other way, but all of that added together

1s reasonable doubt. So if he's not in the car, then he's nct
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in the parking lot, and if he's not in the parking lot at the
time of the murder, then he's not guilty. You don't have to go
to reasonable doubt, you can just go to plain old not guilty,
and we know from the State's expert witness about the cell
towers. I've never seen such a wonderful presentation about
electronic gizmos as I did in this trial from the State's
expert witness about a cell phone, but at the end of the day I
went over and got a not, and I wanted t£to make sure I asked the
question right, and he said that none of that stufi puts
Abdullah's phone in the parking lot at the time of the murder.
You all remember that question, and if that's not reasonable
doubt, I don't know what is. And it's his phone, it's not him,
it's his phone. And you might be saying, well, if it's his
phone wouldn't he have his phone, I got my phone, wouldn't you
carry your phone with you? Well, maybe, but don't you
remember? Go back to Dana. What did Dana say? ©h, while
texting, it's not -- this is Dullah. ©Okay? She don't know who
Dullah is. We don't know who's on the other end, and I finally
got her to agree that just because somebody texts you, remember
I said, I could be Santa, this is Santa Claus. We don't know
who was texting who, who it was. It deesn't matter because it
doesn't prove guilt, and i1f it doesn't prove guilt it doesn't
help us make this decision, and if we're struggling with our
decision, what is our decision? If we're struggling with a

decision, guilt or innocence, then our decision is already made
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for us, the law tells us what it is, it is not guilty. You
resclve all doubt in favor of the defendant, no matter what the
case 1s. And some people don't like doing murder case because
the stakes are so high, there's such an emotional component to
them. I like doing murder cases because I feel a sense of
justice. I feel like this is the opportunity that we can get
it right. The judge told you, if we mess up the law, we've got
people in Columbia that can fix that. If we mess up the facts,
we're probably not going to be able that straightened out. So
let's get it right, let's follow the facts and follow the law.

The pistol fellow, or I don't know the title that
they go by, no disrespect it was ballistics, I think they
changed the name of it now, the solicitor talked about it
earlier, the fellow that talked about the gun, that was great
testimony. It's got nothing to do with Abdullah Seifullah
because even he says he can't tell who fired the gun, or even
who put it in the bedroom. Right? Who put the gun in the
bedroom? We Xnow the testimony, 1f you want to draw, and
you're allowed to draw reasonable inferences and conclusions
from the actual testimony and any exhibits that are there, so
if you draw a reasonable inference from the testimony you have,
it's what? Abdullah was not in the car, therefore, Abdullah
was not in the parking lot, and if Abdullah was not the parking
lot, he could not have committed the murder.

I'm going to leave you with one thing, well I gotta
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talk about the law. The judge is going to talk about the law.
This case has got so many facts in it, usually I talk about the
law.first and usually that's pretty much all I talk about, but
the law is real simple, the. defendant is presumed innocent
until or unless, that's the language I use, the State can prove
beyond a reasonable doubt guilt, and they can state each and
every element. The Sclicitor already told you what elements
are, everybody knows burden is. They don't have that here,
they don't have that here. There's another charge, he did the
first charge and the second one, so we're not worried about
that. All of this is important. When I say this is important,
it doesn't denigrate or lower other things, they're all
important, but it is important to remember that the defendant
is presumed innocent, okay, and he doesn't have to testify, and
even the judge told ycu at the beginning, there are times when
somebody is innocent, but he can't prove his innocence because
of other situations, right, he just can't do it, so that's why
in America they don't have to prove his innocence, and they
never will because sometimes they can't do that, so that's a
big deal. When you all came in here, I know you had to be
thinking when the State rested and the judge said we're going
to do some law things and we'll bring you back and he brought
us back in, I guarantee when he said, whenever he said to the
defense, we'll hear from you now, or whatever, somebody on the

jury was probably thinking, oh, the defense is going to put
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something up, and then I said we rest and that was the end of
it, and I could tell some of you all were, like, maybe caught
off guard by that, and that's okay, but what that signals to
you 1is the emphasis to remember to carry that into your jury
room shouldn't be part of deliberations, but it should be in
your head that, oh, yeah, they don't have to do anything
because the judge already told us. Okay? What's improper is
if you say, oh, you know, people must be guilty if they den't
take stand. WNo, that's not true, it's not allowed, it's not,
oh, I it's allowed, yes, but it's not what the law requires for
you all to come back with a wverdict. All right? So let me
make sure I've got everything I wanted to talk about. You
know, I wish we would have had a little more information about
the description of the person running down from the parking
lot. We've had a couple people say it was a black male, but I
don't remember anybody saying how they figured that out. I
thought they said it was dark with dark clothes on and had a
mask on. I don't know if they saw hands or a faces, and one
guy said he saw their eyes. I don't know how you could tell
that. I wish we could get a little more descriptive about how
we know it was a black person. Maybe that's there and I just
didn't hear it, but I'm sure you did, but it matches the
theory, but remember, that's a theory because ¢f Dana and her
at least three conversation with the police, but there's no

identification that it was him. We don't know how they thought
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it was a black perscen. We don't know what Dana Maldonadoc's
17-year-old looks like. We don't know any other information
about that. I think I've covered everything with you. I do
want to leave you with one last thing. I am glad that they
showed us a picture of Planet Fitness because up until the
time, I've never figured out, but what was he wearing? Does
anybody remember? ©Oh, yeah, and you can have access to any of
this stuff if you want to at the end of the case. He was
wearing shiny white shoes. I tapped him on the shoulder, and
said, nice shoes, bud. That's when I figured it out, and
that's what I told you all earlier, I know that somebody else
figured out, toco. If you're following somebody and you can
describe that they're a black male and had a conversation with
him and he was agitated and I asked him if he needed help, did
somebody steal your car, he had on dark clothing, he had on a
mask, he had on this, he had on that, and this, everybody I
know, never say everybody, most people I know will lock at
somebody's shoes, especially if they're running. Right? I did
divorce law for over 20 years, and I guarantee you if the wife,
if she didn't know anything about the girlfriend, she knew what
kind of shoes she wore. All right? So don't you think if the
person running in the parking lot had shiny white shoes on,
that would have been the first thing you say: I saw a guy
running down the parking lot with shiny white shoes. That's

not reascnable doubt, that's beyond a reasonable doubt, that's
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flat out not guilty, and I'm going to leave you all with that.
Thank you very much for your attention.

THE COURT: Thank you, Mr. Gardner. Mr. Foreman and
ladies and gentlemen cof the jury, I'm going to ask you that
return to the jury room and refresh yourselwves, but do not
discuss the case in any way shape or form, and everyone remain
seated as the jury exits the courtroom.

(Jury exited the courtroom at this time)

THE COURT: We'll have a very short charge
conference. I'm going to charge the wverdict duties of the jury
and the trial judge, the fact that indictment is not evidence,
how to evaluate with multiple charges, presumption of
innoccence, reasonable doubt, on how to evaluate the credibility
of witnesses, how toc evaluate expert witnesses, direct and
circumstantial evidence, failure of the defendant to testify,
I'm going to say that, I'm just going to charge the law that
pertains to that, and I'm going to charge the substantive law
of murder, and I've deleted what used to be the inference of
malice with regard to the use of deadly weapon, and possession
of a weapon during the commission of a violent crime. You're
all going to have an copportunity to hear the charge in full and
have an opportunity to cbject to any of that, bhut having heen
given an outline of it, is there any requests for additional
charges from the State?

MS. WALLER: No, sir, Your Honor.
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THE COURT: Any from the defense?

MR. GARDNER: ©No, Your Hcnor.

THE CbURT: Very good. And no cobjection to anything
I am charging?

MS. WALLER: VNo, sir.

MR. GARDNER: No, sir.

THE COURT: We'll take about a five-minute recess and
we will be back momentarily.

(Recess taken.)

THE COURT: Anything from the State?

MS. WALLER: No, sir, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Anything from the defense?

MR. GARDNER: No, Your Honor.

THE COURT: We're ready for the Jjury.

(Jury entered the courtrocm at this time)
(Jury Charge)

THE COURT: Mr. Foreman, ladies and gentlemen, you've
heard all of the evidence that is going to be presented in this
case, and now it's my responsibility toc charge you the law.
You've taken a solemn oath that you would listen to the
evidence and determine what the true facts are and apply it to
the law. 1In order for to you fulfill your swern duty, you're
going to have to pay attention to the law, and I wish there was
an entertaining way to do that, but there is not, but it's

important, and I'm going to ask that you perk up and pay very
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close attention as I charge you the law.

Mr. Foreman, ladies and gentlemen of the jury, you
and I have specific duty to perform. As a trial judge it is my
responsibility to preside over the trial, it is your
responsibility to consider the testimony which has been
presented from this witness stand, the exhibits, and any
stipulations of counsel introduced in this trial. I also have
the duty to charge the law. As the presiding judge I am the
sole judge of the law, and it is your duty as jurors to accept
and apply the law as I now state it to you. If you already
have an idea as to what the law is or what the law ought to be
and it does not agree with what I now tell you the law is, you
must abandon your idea because you are sworn to accept the law
and apply the law exactly as I state it to you. Your job to
determine the facts, and in every case the jury is the sole and
the exclusive judge of the facts. A trial judge cannot
suggest, state, comment on, or make any statement to a trial
jury about the facts. Since you the jury are the sole judges
of the facts, you are not to infer from what I have said during
the progress of this trial or on the ruling of admissibility of
evidence, or otherwise, or anything that I say now during the
course of this instruction to you that I have any opinion about
the facts. The law simply does not allow me to have an opinion
about the facts. This is matter sclely for you to determine,

and as jurors it is your duty to determine the effect, wvalue
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and weight of the evidence presented during this trial.

The indictment charges the defendant with one count
of murder, one countlof possession of a weapon during the
commission of a viclent crime. The fact that the defendant was
arrested, charged and indicted is not evidence and cannot be
considered by you as evidence of guilt, nor does it create any
presumption of inference of guilt. This indictment is simply
the formal written instrument which contains the charge made
against the defendant. It is the formal document by which this
case 1is brought toe ccurt. Each indictment charges a separate
distinct offense. You must decide each indictment separately
on the evidence and the law applicable to it, uninfluernced by
your decision as to other indictment. The defendant may be
convicted or acquitted on any or all of the offenses and you
will be asked to write a separate verdict of guilty or not
guilty for each indictment. The defendant has pled not guilty
to the indictment. That puts the burden on the State to prove
the defendant guilty beyond a reasonable doubt. The perscn
charged with committing a criminal offense in South Carolina is

never required to prove himself innocent. I charge you that as

a guiding rule of the law that the defendant in a criminal

trial, no matter how serious the charge is, is always presumed
to be innocent of the crime for which the indictment was issued
unless guilt is proven by evidence satisfying you of that guilt

beyond a reasonable doubt. This presumption of innocence does
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not end when you begin your deliberations, but it accompanies
the defendant throughout the trial until you reach a verdict of
guilt based on evidence satisfying you of that guilt beyond a
reascnable doubt.

The presumption of innocence is like a robe
righteousness placed about the shoulders of the defendant which
remains with the defendant until it's been stripped from the
defendant by evidence satisfying you of the defendant's guilt
beyond a reasonable doubt. The presumption of innocence is not
a mere legal theory, it's not just a legal phrase, it's a real
and substantial right which every defendant is entitled to, as
you the jury are satisfied from the evidence and the
defendant's guilt beyond a reasonable doubt.

What is reasonable doubt in the law? Reasonable
doubt is the kind of doubt that would cause a reasonable person
to hesitate to act. The State has the burden of establishing
every fact necessary to prove the defendant guilty beyond a
reasonable doubt. The law presumes that every person charged
with a crime to be innocent and the burden of establishing
guilt was placed solely on the State. Some of you may have
served as jurors in civil cases where you were told it is only
necessary to prove if a fact is more likely true than not, such
as by a greater weight or the preponderance of the evidence.
Other civil cases use clear and convincing evidence standard,

and in those cases it's necessary to prove that the fact is
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highly probable, but this is a criminal case and the State's
proof must be more powerful than that.

In criminal caseé the State's proof must be beyond a
reasonable doubt. Proof beyond reasonable doubt is proof that
leaves you firmly convinced of the defendant's guilt. There
are very few things in this world that we know with absolute
certainty, and in criminal cases, the law does not require
proof that overcomes every possible doubt. If, based on your
consideration of the evidence, you are firmly convinced that
the defendant is guilty of the crime charged, you must find the
defendant guilty. The defendant is not required to prove his
innocence. 1If, on the other hand, you think there is a real
possibility that the defendant is not guilty, you must give the
defendant the benefit of every reasonable doubt and find him
not guilty. Necessarily, you must determine the credibility of
witnesses who have testified. Credibility simply means
believability. It's your duty as jurors to analyze, to
evaluate the evidence and determine which evidence convinces
you of its truth. When determining the believability of
witnesses who have testified you may believe one witness over
several witnesses or several witnesses over one witness. You
may believe a part of the testimony of a witness and reject the
remaining part of the testimony of that same witness. You may
believe the testimony of a witness in its entirety or reject

the testimony of a witness in its entirety. You may consider
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whether any witness has exhibited to you any interest, bias,
prejudice, or other motive in this case. You may also consider
the appearance and the manner of a witness while on the witness
stand, their demeanor.

The Rules of Evidence ordinarily do not permit
witnesses to testify as to opinions or conclusions. An
exception to this rule exists for witnesses we call expert
witnesses. A witness who by education and experience become an
expert in some art, science, profession, or calling, may state
an opinion as to relevant and material matter in which the
witness claims to be an expert and may also state the reasons
for the opinion. You should consider any expert opinion
received in the evidence like any other evidence and give it
the weight you think it deserves. If you decide that the
opinion of a witness, the expert witness 1s not based on
sufficient education or experience, if you conclude that the
reasons given in support of the opinion are not sound, or that
the opinion is cutweighed by other evidence, you may disregard
the opinion entirely. An expert witness's testimony 1is to be
given no greater weight than that of other witnesses simply
because the witness is an expert. Further, you are not
required to accept an expert's opinion, even though it is not
contradictory.

There are two types of evidence which are generally

presented during a trial, direct evidence and circumstantial
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1 evidence. Direct evidence directly proves the existence of a
2 fact and does not require deduction. Circumstantial evidence
3 is proof of a chain of facts and.circumstances indicating the
4 existence of a fact. Crimes may be proven by circumstantial
5 evidence. The law makes no distinction between the weight or
6 value to be given to either direct or circumstantial evidence.
7 However, to the extent the State relies on circumstantial
8 evidence, the circumstances must be consistent with each other
) and when taken together, point conclusively to the guilt cf the
10 accused beyond coriginal doubt. If these circumstances merely
11 portray the defendant's behavior as suspicious, proof is
12 failed. The State has the burden of proving the defendant
13 guilty beyond a reasonable doubt. This burden rests on the
14 State, regardless of whether the State relies on direct
15 evidence, circumstantial evidence, or some combination of the
16 two. I instruct you and emphasize that the fact that the
17 defendant did not testify is net a factor to be considered by
18 you in any way 1n your deliberations and in your consideration
18 on the question of guilt or innocence of the defendant. It
20 must not be considered by you in any manner, whatsoever. The
21 defendant has the constituticnal right to remain silent, and
22 the assertion of this right must not be considered by you in
23 your deliberations. I repeat, under your oath you're to draw
24 no conclusion, whatscever, from the fact that the defendant in

25 this case did not testify. The fact that this defendant did
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not testify should not even be discussed in the jury room. Mr.
Foreman, I'm going to ask that you enforce that rule. There
will be no discussion about the fact that the defendant did not
testify. The burden of proof, as I have stated to you, is on
the State. The defendant is not required to prove his
innocence. The burden remains on the State to prove guilt
beyond a reasonable doubt.

I'm going to charge you the substantive law with
regard to murder. Pay very close attention. The defendant is
charged with murder. The State must prove beyond a reasonable
doubt that the defendant killed another person with malice
aforethought. Malice is hatred, ill will or hostility towards
another person. It is the intentional doing of a wrongful act
without a just cause or excuse or with an intent of inflicting
injury or under circumstances that the law will infer an evil
intent. Malice aforethought does not require that malice
exists for a particular time before the act is committed.
Malice must exist in the mind of the defendant just before and
at the time the act is committed, therefore, there must be a
combination of the previous evil intent and the act. Malice
aforethought may be expressed cor inferred. These terms
"expressed" and "inferred" do not mean different kinds of
malice, but merely the manner in which malice may be shown to
exist. This is either by direct evidence or by an inference

from the facts and circumstances which are proved. Expressed
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malice is shown when a person speaks words which express hatred
or i1l will for another or when the person prepared beforehand
to do that which was later accomplishea, for example, lying in
wait for a person or any other acts of preparation going to
show that the deed was within the defendant's mind would be
expressed malice. Malice may be inferred for conduct showing a
total disregard for human life. 1If facts are proved beyond a
reasonable doubt sufficient to raise an inference of malice to
your satisfaction, this inference would simply be an
evidentiary fact to be considered by you along with other
evidence in the case. You may give it the weight that you
think it deserves.

I'm going to charge you the law with regard to
possession of a weapon during the commission of a violent
crime. The defendant is charged with possession of a weapon
during the commission of a viclent crime or attempt to commit a
violent crime. Statements prove beyond reasonable doubt that
the defendant was in possession of a firearm or visibly
displayed what appeared to be a firearm during the commissiocon
of a violent crime. & firearm means any machine gun, automatic
rifle, revolver, pistol, or any weapon which will and is
designed to or may be readily converted to expelling a
projectile. 1In order to find the defendant guilty of
possession of a weapon during the commission of a vielent

crime, you must first find the defendant guilty of either
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committing a violent crime or attempting to commit a violent
crime. For purposes of this statute, murder is, indeed, a
violent crime. The State must prove beyond reascnable doubt
that the weapon further advanced or helped in the commission of
the crime.

I'm going to share with you the verdict form. Mr.
Foreman, I'm going to ask if you can stand up for a moment and
go over with you this verdict form. 1It's got a caption of the
case, South Carolina, County of Horry, State of South Carolina
versus Abdullah Seifullah. It's got the indictment numbers and
this document is entitled to a verdict form, and it has: &s to
the offense of murder occurring on or about June 19, 2023, we
the Jjury, by unanimous consent, find the defendant, and you
have two choices: Not guilty or guilty. The same with regard
to possession of a weapon in commission of a violent crime.
There's a note on here that reiterates that the verdict must be
unanimous. You can't get eleven to one, six to six, eight to
four, everyone has to agree. I'm going ask that when you've
reached the wverdict, sign the verdict. You sign your name
there, date it and notify the bailiff upon reaching the
verdict. I want to ask that you have a seat and I'll talk to
just a little bit more.

Mr. Foreman, you are charged with the responsibility
of presiding over the deliberation process. That essentially

means that you are to ensure that everybody's voice 1s heard.
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If during the deliberation someone will get up and use the
restroom, stop deliberations, because everyone has to
participate in all of the deliberation process. Throughout
your deliberations there might be a question that comes up.
I'll tell you from the very outset, you've heard the law. 1
can't answer questions with regard to the factual questions,
that's your job. If you have a question with regard to the
law, I can certainly help you with that. If you have a
question and you can't determine whether it's a guestion of law
or fact, write it down. If it's something I can help you with,
I will, but I don't anticipate there are going to be any
guestions because throughout this trial I noticed when the
lawyers have asked questions, ycu look at the lawyer, and when
the witness is answering, you lcok at them, you all have been
very attentive. You all have all the tools necessary to
resolve the factual questions and pay very close attention to
the law. When I send you all out of the courtroom, I always
say, don't begin deliberations, and once again, I'm going to
tell you that because I have to talk to these very fine lawyers
to determine whether or not they have any objection as to the
manner in which I've charged the law. Maybe I've charged
something inadvertently wrong or left something out. If that's
the case, I'll bring you back in, we'll make that correction
and then send you back into the jury room and tell you to begin

deliberations. 1If there are no questions or any requests for
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me to alter the jury charge, and I will get these lawyers to
gather up documentary evidence, they will bring the documentary
evidence into you to tell you to begin the deliberations, but
do not begin until I give you instructions to do so. 1In
evidence there's a pisteol, and in evidence there's some
bullets. Just out of additional precaution, I'm going to send
the gun back that's safe, that's safely secured, and I'm gonna
keep the bullets ocut here. If you need tc see the bullets, we
will get the pistol out and give you the bullets, just for
safety reasons, and I'm going to ask the alternates to remain
with us, if you would. And I'm going to ask that you return to
the jury room, alternates, remain with us. Y'all return to the
jury room, but do not begin deliberations.
(Jury exited the courtroom at this time)

I want to speak to the alternates here for a moment.
Thank y'all for being here. 1It's guite often we have toc excuse
a jurecr for one reason or another, and if we didn't have y'all
here we would have to start all over again, and yocu're sort of
like ocur insurance policy in that regard. I know y'all kind of
feel like y'all have been invited to a dance and didn't get to
dance. This is, indeed, a public forum, and y'all can stay
here. Y'all got a lot of time invested in this. I understand
you want to see the result of it. If you have other things
that you'd rather do, you can call the clerk's office later,

probably this afternoon, or tomorrow, and find out what the
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1 verdict was. Have either of you ever served on a jury before?
2 Well, hopefully it's been a learning experience and you know a
3 little bit more about DNA and cell phones and a little bit more
4 about how our traditional system works. I do have good news

5 for you. You'll be paid handsomely for your service, I think

6 it's $5.00 a day, $15.0C a day,.25 cents a mile, certainly a

7 small token of appreciation on behalf of the State of South

8 Carolina. I have other good news, in that if you're called to
9 serve in this court within the next three years, you can tell
10 them you served this week, and you'll be exempt, but it deces

11 not apply to municipal court, magistrate's court or federal

12 court, but if you're called to this court, you've earned an

13 exemption. Do y'all have any questions of me? I'm going to

14 release you from your order. You can talk to anybody you want
15 te about this case. You can put anything you want to on the

16 Twitter, or whatever at this Jjuncture, but if someone were to
17 try to talk to you about this and you don't want to talk to

18 them, tell them that. If they persist, report that tc me, and
19 I'1ll deal with them accordingly. I don't anticipate that would
20 happen, but good luck to you, and you're free to stay if vyou
21 would like, you're free to leave if you'd like. As a matter of
22 fact, we have a nutriticus dinner provided to the jury from
23 Chick-fil-A, and you can wait around and pick that up and take
24 it to go with you, if you'd like. All right, well, you're free

25 to leave at this time. Thank you very much.
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Any objections to the jury charge?

MS. WALLER: No, sir, Your Honor.

MR. GARDNER: No, sir, Your Honor.

THE COURT: I want to ask if y'all can come forward
and gather up the documentary evidence, and do you all have an
objection teo me not sending the bullets back with the gun?

MS. WALLER: ©Not at all, Your Honor.

THE COURT: That would be a disaster.

MS. WALLER: It could be. Let's see where they are.
This is the bullets, well, they're empty, but we can leave them
here. Then they won't have magazines either.

THE COURT: Okay.

MS. WALLER: They don't need them anyway.

THE COURT: I'm gonha ask each of y'all, is
everything in that pile into evidence?

MS. WALLER: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: 1Is there anything in the pile that's not
in evidence?

MS. WALLER: Everything we marked came in, yes.

THE CQOURT: That's what I want y'all to do is loock at
it and make sure that everything in that pile is into evidence,
and make sure there's not anything in there that isn't
evidence.

THE COURT: Mr. Gardner, is everything in the basket

into evidence?
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MR. GARDNER: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: 1Is there anything in the basket that's
not into evidence. |

MR. GARDNER: Other than that.

THE COURT: Other than the bullets and magazine we've
addressed?

MR. GARDNER: Yes, sir.

THE COQURT: If we could send the documentary evidence
back and tell them to begin deliberations.

{Recess taken)

THE CQURT: Counsel approach to bench.
The jury has requested a computer. I'm going to ask the
bailiff just to provide them with a computer. The Solicitor's
office has provided them one that has no internet access and
I'm just going to instruct the bailiff or the deputy just carry
it down to the bailiff and just give it to them. OCkay. We'll
stand at ease.

{Recess taken)

MS. WALLER: I have a list, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Do you all have an objection just to give
them the list so they can --

MR. MARTIN: Tt's the same thing we gave you --

MS. WALLER: 1I'll show it to you real quick, let me
grab 1it.

MR. GARDNER: Did they say which videoc they want to
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watch?

THE COURT: ©No, they just said they want to be able
to determine which one's which.

MR, GARDNER: Yeah, I don't blame them.

THE COURT: Do you have an objection to giving them
just that information?

MR. GARDNER: I do not, Your Honor.

MS. WALLER: I'm going to have to print it real
guick, Your Honor. It will just take me a second.

THE COURT: Okay. Let's do that. Counsel approach
the bench.

(Off the record discussion was held at the bench by
Court and counsel)

THE COURT: Tell the Foreman to come out with the
computer.

MR. GARDNER: Can I get him here before to Foreman
comes out?

THE COURT: Hold onto that door until we get his
client cut.

THE DEPUTY: Yes, sir.

MS. WALLER: It seems that what we're discussing is
the laptop is very locked down. It dcesn't have PowerPoint on
it, so they're trying to play the PowerPoint presentation from
the cell phone records. They're not going to be able to play

that with that computer. I don't know what we could do. I
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have it printed out. I could give them a printout of it, if
you want to do that.

THE COURT: I think they specifically wanted to look
at the video.

MS. WALLER: Okay.

THE COURT: All right. We're ready for the Foreman.
Mr. Foreman, how are you doing?

THE JUROR: Good.

THE COURT: I understand that you all are having
difficulty with the computer? What is it specifically that vou
all want to watch that you can't watch?

THE JUROR: It was the PowerPoint. I believe it is
Kangas. I'm sorry, I don't have the sheet in front of me.

THE COURT: Okay. All right. Well, why won't it
play that?

THE JUROR: I honestly --

THE COURT: Have you watched something else, or is
that the only thing you all need to watch on there?

THE JURCR: Yes. We have viewed a video that seems
to be a PowerPoint, and I'm not sure how to get it to open.

THE COURT: O©Oh, ckay.

MS. WALLER: Your Honor, that computer does not have
software on it that can play a PowerPoint.

TEE COURT: Okay.

MS. WALLER: So what I'm told by our computer expert
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here is that we have this laptop here that can play it, and the
jury is welcome to use that as long as the bailiff will just
have to stay and make sure that they don't get on the internet
or do anything other than watch the PowerPoint videos.

THE COURT: We probably just need to bring them in.
Well, I think they need to deliberate through the process.

MS. WALLER: And I have a Printout of it, too, if
that works, tco.

THE COURT: Wculd a printout suffice?

THE JUROR: I believe so0.

THE COURT: All right. Well, if it does not, let us
know, and then we will —-- I'll probably swear you ip not to
allow them to get on anything else but that, not to get on the
Internet, not to lock at anything else, but lets print out the
PowerPoint, and then we will send that back into you. You can
return to the jury rcom. If that does not suffice, let us know
and we'll get it for them.

THE JUROR: Thank you, sir.

THE COURT: Thank you. Any objection to that printed
version of PowerPoint?

MR. MARTIN: No, sir.

THE COURT: Mr. Gardner?

MR. GARDNER: No, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Very good. We'll stand at ease.

(Recess taken)
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THE COURT: Anything from the State before we receive
the verdict?

MS. WALLER: No, sir, Your Honor.

THE CCOURT: Anything from defense?

MR. GARDNER: No, Your Honor.

THE COURT: We're ready for the jury. We have a
number of people here in the audience, and I want to let
everybody know that regardless of what the verdict is, there
will be no outbursts. I'm required to preside over these
proceedings, and I'm also charged with responsibility of
maining order in the court. If you feel as though you can't
maintain your composure for whatever reason, you probably need
to get up and leave the courtroom now because any outbursts
will be punished by contempt. Very good.

(Jury entered the courtroom at this time}

THE COURT: Mr. Foreman, have you reached a verdict?

THE JURQOR: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: Is it unanimous?

THE FOREMAN: Yes, sir.

THE COURT: Verdict form seems to be in proper order,
I'11 ask the Clerk to publish it.

(Vexrdict)

THE CLERK: Indictment Numbers 2025-GS-26-02862 and

2025-Gs-26-02863, State of South Carolina, County of Horry,

versus Abdullah Seifullah, as to the offense of Murder,
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occurring on or about June 19, 2023, we the jury, by unanimous
consent, find the defendant: Guilty.

Bs to the offense of Possession of a Weapon during a
Viclent Crime, occurring on or about June 19, 2023, we the
jury, by unanimous consent, find the Defendant: Guilty.

Signed by Foreperson, Justin Kraft, dated June 5, 2025. Ladies
and gentlemen of the jury, if this is your verdict, so signify
by raising your right hand. Thank you.

THE COURT: Thank you. &Any additional requests for
poll?

MR. GARDNER: No, Your Honor.

THE COURT: All right. Mr. Foreman, ladies and
gentlemen of the jury, yecu having fulfilled your discharge,
your duty as a juror. It's my responsibility, after the
finding of guilt, I'm required to sentence this individual. Of
course, you've all had the entire week here invested in this,
you might want to see this thing through, however, you've
discharged your duty. If you would like to leave, you're
certainly welcome to do that. This is, indeed, a public forum.
You can stay here and watch the sentencing, if you would like,
if you don't want to you're free to leave, and if anybody would
like to leave, you can leave right now. Doces anybody wish to
do that? I will discharge you from your responsibility not to
discuss the case. You've earned a three-year exemption if you

are called to serve in this court within the next three years.
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Thank you for your service.

THE COURT: I'm going to ask the defendant, if you
all can come forward, and come forward, and I'm going to
recognize the State, and I'll be glad to hear from you all with
regard to sentencing.

MS. WALLER: Thank you, Your Honor. Mr. Martin just
went to go get the sentencing sheet. Would you like me to
begin or wait for him to bring that back?

THE COURT: Well, you can go ahead and begin. We'll
proceed to the sentencing sheet when he comes.

MS. WALLER: And the Court's indulgence cne moment?

THE CCURT: Yes. We'll entertain mctions at the
conclusion of this.

MS. WALLER: Your Honor, we're going to have a
representative of the victim's family speak. Your Honor's
heard the testimony presented in this courtrocom this week.

This act was a random act of violence against a wholly innocent
young man who was just twenty-years old. He wasn't doing a
thing but going about his life and living his life when this
man walked up to him and just shot him in cold blood, shot him
dead, and his family is here. You can see all the support he
has, his mother is sitting here. His family is devastated by
this act. The State would seek the maximum punishment allowed,
and I can go into this Defendant's history, as well, because he

has a rather extensive criminal history.
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THE CQOURT: Yes.

MS. WALLER: Your Honor, this Defendant has, these
are convictions that we received from the State of Connecticut:
Possession with Intent for Narcotics, three counts. Possession
with Intent to Distribute Narcotics, that is from 2018. He has
Violation of a Criminal Protecticn Order from 2018; a Breach of
the Peace from 2018; Carrying of a Pistol Without a Permit;
Possession of a Weapon in Motor Vehicle; Criminal Possession of
a Pistol from 2018; he has Assault Second Degree; stealing a
firearm, two counts from 2023; he has Assault Second Degree
from 2023; Assault of a Public Safety Officer or an EMT
Transport from 2023; Carrying a Pistol Without a Permit in
2023; three counts Criminal Possession of a Revolver from 2023;
Sale or Purchase of a Large Capacity Magazine from 2023, two
counts; Interfering With an Officer or Resisting Arrest from
2023; Criminal Possession of a Pistol, two counts; Burglary
Third Degree; Larceny Third Decree and Burglary Third from
2024. Those are all out of Connecticut, and I believe that 1is
pretty much it. Your Honor, he has some older convictions even
before that from 2003, a risk of injury from Connecticut for
which he received a 30-month jail sentence; a drug charge from
Connecticut back in 2023; 1998 for narcotics; and then random
with probation violations.

THE CCURT: Very good.

MS. WALLER: Would you like to hear from the victim's
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family at this time?

THE COURT: Yes.

MR. DIMAS: Good afterncon, Your Honor., My name is
Quan Dimas {ph.) I am the cousin of the wvictim that died, and
I'm here speaking to speak on behalf of my cousin and my aunt.

THE COURT: Very good. I'll be glad to hear from
you.

MR. DIMAS: Thank you for having us and letting us
speak today. I want to thank you all for being here,
everyone's professionalism, thank you for everything you stand
for and what this great nation has provided. 1I'd like to thank
the justice system for doing so forth everything that's come
forth, and as you can tell, the grief is deep in my family.
Excuse me while I compose myself.

THE COURT: Take your time.

MR. DIMAS: In terms of this case, we'd like you to
take note of this rapport that my cousin had, what we've all
done to gather here for him, and to take note of all that he
was looking forward to, and the circumstances of this murder
seem very ill just, and as you said, as you discussed, with
malice, and we would like nothing more than for the State of
Scuth Careclina te use its full extent and power to serve that
Justice with whatever it has available for the Defendant.

THE COURT: Very good. Thank you for being here.

MR. DIMAS: Thank you.
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THE COURT: Anything further from the State?

MS. WALLER: No, sir, Your Honor.

THE COURT: 1I'd be glad to hear from the defense.

MR. GARDNER: Thank you. May it please the Court,
Your Honor? BAbdullah Seifullah is forty-five years old, and I
know you've heard the facts, and you've heard everything else.
I haven't spoke with him since the verdict. I don't know if he
wants to talk to you or not, but on his behalf, I understand
that you have wide discretion in what you can do with the
sentence, and I would ask you most respectfully to consider the
minimum sentence on this because at 30 years, plus 45, he would
be seventy-five years o¢ld, and we ask you to consider making
that the order.

THE COURT: Mr. Seifullah, you have a right to speak
if you would like to speak. It's not necessary, but if you
would like to speak, I'd be glad to hear from you.

THE DEFENDANT: No.

THE COURT: You don't care to speak?

THE DEFENDANT: No.

THE COURT: Okay. Very good.

(Sentencing)

Mr. Seifullah, I've been on the bench for 20 years,
and I've always sought to temper justice with mercy and
compassion. I'm a true believer in redemptiocn and

rehabilitation, however, given your record and the senseless
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brutal nature of this crime, I think it demands the most severe
sentence. Mercy in this case must give way to the Court's duty
to protect and the punishment for taking the life of an
innocent individual. The sentence of the Court on Indictment
2025-G8-26-02863, on the sentence of murder, you are to be
committed to the Scuth Carolina Department of Corrections for
the rest of your natural life, and for whatever reason you're
given credit for any time that you've already served.

With regard to Indictment 2025-GS-26-02862,
Possession of a Weapon During the Commission of a Violent
Crime, the sentence of the Court is that you be committed to
the Scuth Carolina Department of Corrections for a peried of
five years. These sentences are to run concurrent. Good luck
to you.

We're going to give him a moment, and we probabkly
need to entertain motions at this juncture. Mr. Gardner, I'd
be happy to entertain any motions that you might have, and I
don't know whether you would like for the Defendant to be here
or not, or if you would like to make note of it and we can
revisit within the next ten days.

MR. GARDNER: Are you going to be here?

THE COQURT: I'll be here tomorrow.

MR. GARDNER: If we can't do it until next week, I
Jjust -- I haven't --

THE COURT: I'm going to be in Florence next week.
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MR. GARDNER: T think I'm going to be with you.

THE CQURT: Qkay. Very good., 1I'll be glad -- I
think it's pretty clear what the issues are, and I would be
happy to entertain any motions that you have at that time.

MR. GARDNER: The last couple cases, we didn't have
any motions the last two cases I tried.

THE COURT: Might counsel approach the bench for one
moment?

(Off the record discussion was held at the bench by
Court and counsel.)

THE COURT: D¢ you feel it necessary for the
Defendant toc be here?

MR. GARDNER: I don't think so, Your Honor. The last
things I told him was I would file the appellate order.

THE COURT: That's your choice.

MR. GARDNER: Yes, sir.

THE CQURT: Very gocd.

MR. GARDNER: Your Honor, if it may please the Court,
at this time I would ask for the receord that I would renew all
the previous motions I made at the ccnclusion of the State's
case and at the conclusicon of my case when I rested. I would
ask for you to direct a verdict of acquittal, and I would also
ask for a new trial at this tTime.

THE COURT: Very good. I'd be glad to hear from the

State.
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1 MS. WALLER: Your Honor, the State's position is that

2 there was more than enough evidence for the jury to render

3 their verdict in this case. Thelir evidence of guilt in the

4 State's mind was both overwhelming and beyond a reasonable

5 doubt. The State does not feel that any -- All previous

6 motions were correctly decided as far as directed verdict and

7 do not see any need for a new trial based on what's happened

8 here today. The jury wverdict should stand.

9 THE COURT: Mr. Gardner, your motions are noted and
10 denied, and you're protected on the record in all respects.
11 Good luck to you.

12 MR. GARDNER: Thank you, Your Honor.
13 THE COURT: Thank you.

14 MS, WALLER: Thank you, Your Honor.
15 (Trial concluded at this time)
la
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CERTIFICATE
STATE OF SOUTH CARCLINA
COUNTY OF HORRY

I, Julie A. Kevish, 0Official Court Reporter
for the State of South Carolina, do hereby certify that the
foregoing is a true, accurate and complete Transcript of Record
of the proceedings had and evidence introduced in the Court of
General Sessions for Horry County, South Carolina, on the 5th
of June, 2025.

I do further certify that I am neither of kin,

counsel, nor interest to any party hereto.

June 5, 2025

:! z-/{ .E

J
JULIE A. KEVISH
OFFICIAL COURT REPCORTER
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Lieutenant Chris Graham

Horry County Sheriff's Office

Support Services

1301 2™ Avenue Conway, SC 29526

Tel 843.915.5450 Fax 843.915.6451 Emailgrahamc@horrycountysc.gov

www.horrycounty.org

**NOTE — My primary email address has changed. Please update your records accordingly if applicable**
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MacDougall C.1. . ?5&’5;‘%5%
1153 East St. South S,
Sufficld Ct, 06080

ecyting Attamey,
WO & "o

9 mﬂmjvd‘ﬁa\ compleX
120)_nd Aewe SC, 294SrE- 0D

rE: inmete 21 Gl o, Moduldnonrs  20SIN0_ymer

Dear Sir or Madam:

Attached please find forms 2, 3 and 4 In accordance with the 1. A.D. for the noled Inmate regarding detainer(s) lodged against
* himin your jurisdiction.

In accordance with the LA D. Article fl, the inmate should be brought to tfat in your state within 180 days from recelpt of this
request.
If your intention is not to extradite this Individual, please advise in wiiting what aclion you will take relative fo this detainer,

Please note this inmate has filed for disposition on detainers lodged from the following States:

waoer Q S/ PSS . ufaanS  Aurwma Videss

YA s NN

In multi-jurisdictional cases, it is our policy to offer temporary custody fo the first jurlsdiction that completes its paperwork
unléss z different schedule is agreed to by the prosecutars. Please nole this inmate has pending Connecﬂcut charges for

which he Is going to court for the following:

PRRNAC- (2 Qoa‘lpb!@auo\vef

-

Any Questions, | can be reached at 860-627-2275

Sincerely, ‘

Record Speclalist
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State of Connecticut
Departmment of Correction

Induplicate. One copy of this form, signed by the prisoner and the warden should be retained J
by the warden. One copy signed b,g the warden, should be retained by the prisoner,

Agreement on Dotainers: Form 1

NOTIéE OF D INDICT INFORMATION OR COMPLAINT
AND OF RIGHT TO REQUEST DISPOSTTION

onate 22)Na b, AduNadn No. 20500 Inst. b3 CF

Pursuant to the Agreement on Detainers, you are heroby informed that the following are the unfried
indictments, informations, or complaints against you concermng which the undersigned hias knowledge, and the source and

contents of each.

You are hereby further advised that by the provisions of said Agreement you have the right to request the
gppropriate prosecuting vfficer of the jurisdiction in which any such mdictment, information or complaint is pending and the
appropriate court that a figal disposition be made thereof You shall then be brought to frial within 180 days, unless
extended pursuant 10 provisions of the Agreetment, after you have caused to be delivered to said proseouting officer and said
court written notice of the place of your mprisonment end your said request, together with a certificate of the custodiat
authority as titore fully set forth in sald Agreement. Howover, the court having Jurisdietion of the matter may grant axy

necessary or reagonable contmuance

Your request for final disposition swill operate as a requést for fina} dlspomtion of all untried indictments,
mfomaﬂons or complaints on the basis of which detrinets have been lodged agrinst you from the state to whose prosecurting
official your request for final disposition is speoifically directed. Your request will also bo deemed to bo a waiver of
extradition with respect to any charge or proceeding contemplated thereby or included therein and a waiver of extvadition to
the state of frial to serve amy seotence there imposed upon you, after completion of your term of imprisofiment in this state,
Your reqaést will also constitute & corisent by you to the production of your body i any court where your presence may be
required in order to effectuate the purposes of the Agreament on Detainers and a further consent voluntarly to be retumed to

the institution in which you are now confined.
Should you desire such a request for final disposition of any unttled indiciment, information ot

complaint, you are to notify Records of the istitution in which you are confined.

You are also advised that under provisions of said Agreement the prosecuting officer of a jurisdiction in which
any such lndictment, information or compleint is pending may institute proceedings to obtain a final disposition thereof, Tn
such ovent, You may oppose the request that you bs delivered to such prosecuting officer or_court. You may request the
Sovernor of this state to disapprove any such requost for your temporary custody but you eannot oppose delivery on the
grounds that the Governor has not affirmatively consented to or ordered such delivery.

SATED: oY MacDougall/Walker I
(Nems of Custodial Authority)
BY: Warden Jesus Guadar:ama
!ECEIVED Warden - Supenntendent Director
ATH: () -2b ¢ INMATES SIONATURE: £ NO:__2¢8 27

W
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State of Connecticut

Deapartment of Comection
Five coples if oaly one jurisdiction within the siate involved has an indictment, information or comyplaint pending. Additional

coples will be necessiry for prosenuting officials and clerks of court if detainers have been lodged by other jurisdictions within
the state involved. One copy should be retained by tho prisoner. One signed copy should be refained by the warden. Signed
copies must be sent to the Agreement Administrator of the state which has the prisoner incarcerated, the prosecuting offf¢ial of
thie jurisdiction which placed tho detaner, aud the clerk of the court which has jurisdiction over the matter. The copies for the
prosecuting officlals and the court must be runsmitied by certified or registered mall, return receipt requested.

Agreement on Detainers: Form 2

TE'S NOTICE OF PLACE OF IMPRISO T AND REQUEST FOR
DISPOSITION OF INDICTMENTS, INFORMATIO R COMPLAINTS

TO: % > Prosecuting Officer,
Post oS 38D Morry certy Judical P (strect, town, stato)
10T A WC Crppuay SC ) (telephone number)(‘a (,\5} ONS - sSUYsO
FCSIB~ p3gD

And to all aother prosecuting officers and courts of jurisdictions listed below fiom which indictiments, mformations or

Court

complaints are pending,
You are hereby notified that the undersigned is now imprisoned in

MacDougall/Walker CI, 1153 B, St, South, Suffield Ct, 06071 L at

and T hereby Fea %bﬁt p final disposition be madc of the following indictments, informations or complaints now pending
against mo: {[G pONS | 005D, Wweape Cuinng VDt il -

ofense. cado: OSU

Failure to take action in accordance with the Agreement on Detainers, to which your state is committed by law, will result in
the invalidation of the indictments, informations or complaints. : ’

I hereby agree that this request will operate as a request for final disposition of all untried indictments,
informations or complaints on the basis of which detainers have been lodged against mo from your state, I also agreo that
this request shiall be deemed to be my waiver of extradition with respect to any charge or proceeding contemplated horeby or
included herein, and & weiver of extradition to yous state to serve any sentence there imposed upon me, after complstion of
my term of imprisoutment in this state, 1 also agree that this request shall constitute a consent by me to the production of my
body in any court wheye my presenice may be required in order to effectuate the purposes of the Agreement on Detainers and
a furtber consent voluntarily to be returned to the institution in which I now am confined,

If jurisdiction over this matter is properly in another agency, court or officer, pleass designate the: proper
agency, court or officer and return this form to the sender,

The required Certificate of Inmate Status and Offer of Temporary Custody are aitached.

DATED: \Zd\audgth
(inmate's namg and number)
' P

(inmate's signature)

M






470

State of Comnecticit
Department of Correction

Tu the case of an inmate’s request for disposition under Article II, copies of this Form should be

attached to all copies of Form 2. In the case of a request initiated by a prosecutor under Article
IV, copy of this Form should be sent to the prosecutor upon receipt by the warden of Form 5.
Copies also should be sent to all other prosecirtors in the same state who have lodged detainers

the inmate. A copy may be given to the inmate,

Agreement on Detainers: Form 3

CERTINICATE OF INVIATE STATUS

RE: Setfitian, Addudaln 2sONO

(Inmatc) (Number) (Institution) (Location)
. MacDougall/Walker C.1, 1153 East St. South, Suffield, 06071

Date of Birth  &>1}0S)h 480

The (custodial authority) hereby certifies:

. . " The term of commitment under whlch the prisoner above

named isbeing held: L4 [0S =2
2, The time already served: 20 QO

* - . b

3. . Time remaining to be served on the sentence: | Ud DA
4, The amount of good time earned:  \ 0o
5. The date of parole eligibility of the prisoner: (A \ | > \ 200 ¥
6. " The decision of the Board of Parole relating to the

prisoner: (if additiopal space is needed, use reverse

side) '

od-¥

7. . Maxinum expiration date under present sentence; ) \ ) 3 \;
8. " Detainers currently on file against this inmatcifrom

your state are as follows: (OGN (O

DATED: Sa;&i)i&@ l .
Custodial Authority

MacDougall/Walker C.I.

BY:
Warden - Superintendent - Director

ce: Clerk of the Court Warden Jesus Guadarraima
-3 - -
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[

State of Connecticut

Department of Correction
In the case of an inmate’s request for disposition under Article ITi, copies of this form should be attached to all copies

of Form 2. In the case of a request initiated by a prosecutor, this form should be completed after the Governor las

indicated his approval of the request for temporary custocly or after the expiration of the 30 day period. Copies of this
form should then be sent to all officials who previously received copies of Form 3. One copy also should be given to
the prisoner and one copy should. be retained by the warden. Coples mailed fo the prosecufor should be sent by

certified or registered mail, return receipt requested.
Agreement or Detainers: Form 4

OYFER TO DELIVER TEMPORARY CUSTODY
Date:
TO: @h \\lD El -WDGXQQL Proseciting Officer

rt d titlg, ifkn
(patnamors 5o ov%re, Toox ZE0 Jax
(address) Uff‘j County Judhial cemnf .
' we_
o m Covowne, 205 3F-0DFD

(city, state, zip ooda)cmw"“’“" ‘
And to all other prosecuting officers and courts of jurisdictions listed below from which indictments, informations or

complaints are pending.

RE: &\ Eﬁb“@% A&ﬂ;;.&l@b UeS VVO Number
(inmate)

Dear Sir:

" Pursuant to the provisions of Article V of the Agreement on Detainers between this state and your state, the
undemigned hereby offers to deliver temporary custody of the above nawed prisoner to the appropriate authority in your
stato in order that speedy and efficient proseoution may be had of the indictment, )ff Jaﬁon or complaint which is
(described in the attached inmate's request) (desoribed in your request for custody of _ L} | 2085 ).

(date)
(I'he reqlured Cer. ﬁc&te of Inmate Status is enclosed.) (The required Certificate of Jnmate Status was sent to you with our

letter of JQ- )
(dﬂle)

If proceedings under Article IV(d) of the Agreement are indicated, an explanation is attached.

Indictments, informations, or complaints charging the following offenses also are pending against the inmnate in
 your state and you are hereby authorized to transfer the inmate to custody of appropriate authorities in these jurisdictions for
purposes of disposing of these indictments, informations or complaints.

Offense County or Other Jurisdiction

Hurdar-
'\an?m M)Qs‘_‘) WO cle.nq

YV A\eNT ~0ne
oOsUY

If you do not intend to bring the inmats to trial, will you please inform us as soon as pdssfble?

Kindly acknowledge.

: . MacDongall/Walker C.I
. _ i L (name and title of custodial authority) L
ce: Clerk of the Court Warden lesus Guadarrama

5/03
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Holt, Christie

R R N

From: Holt, Christie
Sent: Wednesday, January 29, 2025 5:02 P
To: 'Jesus.Guadarrama@CT.gov'; 'Larnetta King@CT.gov'; Yoy Hunter@Ct.gov’

‘librelle. Wilson@CT.gov'; Jaclyn.Osden@Ct.gov'; ‘Terese Willams@CT.gov'
Cc: '‘Marcie Lawrence {C05838%)"; Shelley, Linda
Subject; Abdullah Seifullah Inmate # 265770
Attachments: Abdullah Seifullah Interstate Detainer Documents.pdf

Good afternoon. Attached please find Interstate Agreement on Detainer documents regarding the above referenced
inmate. it s our intention to have said inmate picked up by U.S, Blue Raven Services Agents from your facility on
February 13, 2025 and returned to Horry County, South Carolina. Should you have any questions, please give me a
cafl. Thank yout

Christie gftolt

General Sessions Court Coordinator/Supervisor I
Horry County Solicitor’s Office

Post Office Box 1276

Conway, SC 29526

Ph: (843) 915-8656
Holt.christie@horvrycountysc.gov





Scott . Hixson

Chief Deputy Solicitor
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State of Jouth Caroling
Dffice of the Jolicitor
Hitteenth Jubictal Tirenit

Aligia A, Richardson
Deputy Solicitor

REPLY TO Bl REPLY TO O
P.0.BOX 1276 :

" CONWAY, 5C 29528 ggb%%ﬁ%ggn, SC 29442
843-915-5460 843-545-3169
FAX: 843-915-5461 : JIMMY A. RICHARDSON, i PAX: 843-545-3268

Bolteitr
January 29, 2025 / -
e ) . . e .’-. - A
An Teepsr Willdms o / VA
Mr. Jesus Guadarrama, Warden ViA REGULAR MAIL AND EMAIL
MacDougall Walker Correctionat Instltutlon Larnetta. King@CT.gov
1153 East Street S. Joy.Hunter@CT.gov
Suffield, CT 06078 Josus.Guadarrama@CT.gov

Jibrelle. Wilson@CT.gov

Attention; Records Department

Re: Abdullah Seifullah, Inmate # 265770

Dear Warden Guadarrame:

Enclosed please find Agreement on Detainer Form Vi and Vii relative to the above
referenced individual. We would like to take Mr. Seifullah inta custody on February 13,
2025 from MacDougall Walker Correctional Institution, 1153 East Street S., Suffield, CT.
Agents with US Blue Raven Transport Services have been contracted by the Horry
County Sheriff's Office and will be transporting him to us and then back to you as soon
as his charges here have been disposed.

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me at (843) 915-8656.

Yaours truly, W

ristie Holt
Court Coordinator | '

Enclosures

CC: Mr. Bryant Stirling, Jr., SC Compact Administrator Lawrence.marcie@doc.sc.gov
Linda Sheiley, HCSQO shelleyl@horrycountysc.gov
Jaclyn Osden Jaclyn.osden@ct.gov

The mission of the Fifteenth Circuit Solicitor’s Office is to uphold the
public’s trust in the pursuit of justice and enforcement of the law. .~ :_A FASEY





' 474 FORM VI

In quadruplicate, all copies signed by the prosecutor and the agent should be sent to the Administrator of their
own state. After signing all copies, the Administrator should retain one for his files, send one to the warden of
the institution in which the prisoner is located and refurn two copies to the prosecutor who will give one to the
agent for use in establishing his authority and place one in his files.

EVIDENCE OF AGENT’S AUTHORITY TO ACT FOR RECEIVING STATE

TO: BRYAN P. STIRLING
Administrator for the Agreement on Detainers

ABDULLAH SEIFULLAH INMATE# 265770 is confined

in
(Inmate} y

MACDOUGAL-WALKER CORRECTIONAL INSTITUTION, 1153 East Street S., Suffield, CT 06078
{institution} {address)

and will be taken into custody at the institution on __February 13, 2025,

for return to this jurisdiction for trial on or about  July 6, 2025,

In accordance with Article V(b), | have designated Agent Joshua Tievey

and _Agent Jordan Bennett with US Blue Raven Transport Services, as contracted '

by Horry County Sheriff's Office, whose names appear below, with Roster of Agent

Scott Hixson, Chief Deputy Solicitor
15t Judicial Circuit

signatures attached, as agents to return the priso

Joshua Tievey-See attached Roster
Agent’s Signature

Jordan Bennett-See attached Roster
Agent’s Signature

To: WARDEN

In accordance with the above representation and the provisions of the Agreement

on Detainers, US Blue Raven Transport Services, as contracted by HORRY COUNTY

SHERIFF'S OFFICE, is hereby designated as agents for this state to return ABDULLAH

By Stting

Bryan P. Stirling, Administrator

SEIFULLAH INMATE# 265770,






Agreement on Detainers: Form VIl 475

IMPORTANT: This form should only be used when an offer of temporary custody has been receivad as the result of a
prisoner's request for disposition of a detainer. If the offer has been received because ancther prosecutor in your state
has initiated the request, use Form VIH. Copies of Form VIl should be sent to the warden, the prisoner, the other
jurisdictions in your state fisted in the offer of temporary custody, and the Agreement Administrator or the state which has
the prisoner incarcerated. Copies should be retained by the person filing the acceptance and the judge who signs it.

PROSECUTOR’S ACCEPTANCE OF TEMPORARY CUSTODY OFFERED IN CONNECTION WITH
A PRISONER’S REQUEST FOR DISPOSITION OF A DETAINER

TO: _JESUS GUADARRAMA, WARDEN MACDOUGALL WALKER CORRECTIONAL INSTITUTION
{(Warden-Superintendent-Director) (Institution)

1153 East Street S., Suffield, CT 06078

In response to your letter of December 20, 2024(Postmarked 1/6/24) and offer of temporary custody regarding

ABDULLAH SEIFULLAH INMATE# 265770 who is presently under [Indictment] [information] [complaint]

in the Fifteenth Judicial Circuit of which 1 am DEPUTY SOLICITOR , please be advlsed that | accept
(Titie of Prosecuting Officer)
temporary custody and that | propose to bring this person to trial on the [indictment] [information] [complaint]
named in the offer within the time specified in Article Ili(a) of the Agreement on Detainers.
| heraby agree that immediately after trial is completed in this jurisdiction, | will return the prisoner directly to you
or allow any jurisdiction you have designated to take temporary custody. | agree also to complete form IX, the Notice of

Disposition of a Detainer, immediately after trial.

COMMENTS:

PICK UP IS SET FOR February 13, 2025 FOR DISPOSITION HIS CHARGES IN HORRY GOUNTY.
Signed: M

Scott Hixson, Prosecuting Officer

Chlef Deputy Solicitor, 15% Judicial Circuit
(Title)

{ hereby certify that the person whose signature appears above is an appropriate officer within the meaning of
Article |V{a) and that the facts recited in this request for temporary custody are correct and that having duly recorded said
request, | hereby transmit it for action in accordance with its terms and the provisions of the Agreement on Detainers.

Dated: i-27 - , 2025 Signedwq})d
(Honorabl&@g

Court of General Sessions, 15th Judicial Circut Court
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§ 17-11-10. Agreement on detainars enactad into law; terms., SC ST § 17-11-10

EXHIBIT

P

Code of Eaws of South Caraling 1976 Annotated
Title 17, Criminal Procedures

PENGAD B00-631-6388

Chapter 11. Interstate Agrecment on Detainers
Code 1976 § 17-11-10
§ 17-11-10, Agreement on detainers enacted into law; terms,
Curentness

The Agreement on Detainers is hereby enacted into law and entered into by this State with atl other jurisdictions legally joining
therein in the form substantially as follows:

The contractling states solemnly agree that:

Article I

The party states find that charges outstanding against a prisoner, detainers based on untried indictments, informations or
complaints, and difficulties in securing speedy ial of persons already incarcerated in other jurisdictions, produce uncestainties
which obstruct programs of prisoner treatment and rehabilitation. Accordingly, it is the policy of the party states and the purpose
of this agreement to encourage the expeditious and orderly disposition of such charges and determination of the proper status
of any and all detainers based on untried indiciments, informmations or complaints. The party states also find that procecdings
with reference to such charges and detainers, when emanating from another jurisdiction, cannot property be had in the absence
of cooperative procedures, I is the further purpose of this agreement to provide such cooperative procedures.

Article IT

As used in this agreement:

(a) “State” shall mean a state of the United States; the United States of America; a territory or possession of the United States;
the District of Columbia; the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico.

(b) “Sending state” shall mean a state in which a prisonier is incarcerated at the time that he initiates a request for final disposition
pursuant to Auticle 11T hereof or at the time that a request for custody or avaitability is initiated pursuant to Acticle IV hereof.

{c) “Receiving state” shall mean the state in whieh rial is to be Liad on an indictment, information or complaint pursuant to
Atticle IIT or Article TV hereof.

Article ITI

{a) Whencver a person has entered upaon a term of imprisonment in a penal or correctional institution of a party state, and
whenever during the continnance of the term of imprisonment there is pending in any other party state any untried indictment,
information or complaint on the basis of which a defainer has been lodged against {he prisoner, he shall be brought to frial
within one hundred eighty days after he shall have caused to be dclivered fo the prosecuting officer and the appropriate court
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of the prosecuting officer's jurisdiction written notice of the place of his imprisonment and his request for a final disposition
to be made of the indictment, information or complaini; provided, that for good cause shown in apen court, the prisoner or
his counsel being present, the court having jurisdiction of the matter may grant any necessary or reasonable continuance, The
request of the prisoner shall be accompanied by a certificate of the appropriate official having custody of the prisoner, stating
the term of commitment under which tlic prisoner is being held, the time aivcady served, the time remaining to be scrved on
the sentence, the amount of good time earned, the time of parole eligibility of the prisoner, and any decisions of the state parole
agency relating to the prisoner,

(b) The written notice and request for final disposition referred to in paragraph (a) hereof shall be given or sent by the prisoner
to the warden, commissioner of corrections or other official having custody of him, who shall promptly forward it together with
the certificate to the appropriate prosecuting official and court by registered or certified mail, return receipt requested.

(¢} The warden, commissioner of corrections or oiher official having custody of the prisoner shall promptly inform him of
the source and contents of any detainer lodged against him and shatl also inform him of his right to make a request for final
disposition of the indictment, information or complaint on which {he detainer is based.

{d) Any request for final disposition made by a prisoner pursuant to paragraph (a) hereof shall operate as a request for final
disposition of all untried indictments, informations or complaints on the basis of which detainers have been lodged against
the prisoner from the state to whose prosecuting official the request for final disposition is specifically directed. The warden,
commissioner of corrections or other official having custody of the prisoner shall forthwith notify all appropriate prosecuting
officers and courts in the several jurisdictions within the state to which the prisoner's request for final disposition is being sent
of the proceeding being initiated by the prisoner. Any notification sent pursuant to this paragraph shall be accompanied by
copies of the prisoner’s written notice, request, and the certificate, If trial is not had on any indictment, information or complaint
contenyplated hereby prior to the return of the prisoner o the original place of imprisonment, such indictment, information or
complaint shal! not be of any further force or effect, and the court shall enter an order dismissing the same with prejudice.

{e) Any request for final disposition made by a prisoner pursuant to paragraph (n) hereof shali also be deemed to be n waiver
of cxtradition with respect to any charge or proceedings contemplated thereby or included therein by reason of paragraph (d)
hereof, and a waiver of extradition to the receiving state to serve any sentence there imposed upon him, after completion of his
term of imprisoninent in the sending state. The request for final disposition shall also constitute a consent by the prisoner to the
production of his body in any cowt where his presence may be required in order to effectuate the purposes of this agreenient
and a further consent voluntarily to be returned to the original place of imprisonment in accordance with the provisions of this
agrcement. Nothing in this paragraph shall prevent the imposition of a concurrent sentence if otherwvise perntitted by law.

(f) Escape from custody by the prisoner subsequent Lo his execution of the request for final disposition referred to in paragraph
{(a) hercof shall void the request.

Article TV

{a) The appropriate officer of the jurisdiction in which an uniried indictiment, information or complaint is pending shall be enditled
to have a prisoner against whom he has lodged a detainer and who is serving a term of imprisonment in any party state made
available in accordance with Article V (a) hereof upon presentation of a written request for temporary custody or availability
to the appropriate authorities of the statc in which the prisoner is incarcerated; provided, that the court having jurisdiction of
such indictment, information or complaint shail have duly approved, recorded and transmitted the request. Provided, firther,
that there shall be a period of thirty days after receipt by the appropriate authorilies before the request be honored, within which
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period the governor of the sending state may disapprove the request for temporary custody or availability, either upon his own
motion or upon molion of the prisoncr,

(b) Upon teceipt of the officer's written request as provided in paragraph (a) hereof, the appropriate authorities having the
prisoner in custody shall furnish the officer with a certificate stating (he term of commitment under which the prisoner is being
held, the time already served, the time remaining to be scrved on the sentence, the amount of good time carned, the time of parcle
eligibility of the prisoner, and any decisions of the state parole agency relating to the prisoner. The authorities simultaneously
shall futnish all other officers and appropriate courts in 1he receiving state who have lodged detaiiers against the prisoner with
similar certificates and with notices informing them of the request for custody or availability and of the reasons therefor.

(c) In respeet of any proceedings made passible by this Article, trial shall be commenced within one hundred twenty days of the
arrival of the prisoner in the receiving state, but for good cause shown in open court, the prisoner or his counsel being present,
the court having jurisdiction of tlie matter may grant any necessaty or reasonable continuance.

{(d) Nothing contained in this Article shal! be construcd to deprive any prisonet of any right which he may have to contest the
legality of his delivery as provided in paragraph (a) hiereof, but such delivery may not be opposed or denied on the ground that
the exceutive authority of the sending state has not affirmatively consented to or ordered such delivery.

(e) If trial is not had on any indictment, infonmation or complaint contemplated hereby prior to the prisouer's being returned to
the original place of imprisonment pursuant to Article V (e) hereof, such indietment, information or complaint shali not be of
any furlher force or effect, and the court shall enter an order dismissing the same with prejudice.

Article ¥V

(a) In response to a request made under Article 11T or Article TV Liercof, the appropriate authority in a sending state shall offer
to deliver temporary custody of such prisoner to the appropriate authotily in the state where such indictment, information or
complaint is pending against such person in order that speedy and efficient prosecution may be had. If the request for final
disposition is made hy the prisoner, the offer of temporary custody shall accompany the wrilten notice provided for in Article TIT
of this agreement, In the case of a Federal prisoner, the appropriate authority in the receiving state shall be entitled to temporary
custody as pravided by this agreement or to the prisoner's presence in Federal custody at the place for trial, whichever custodial
arrangement may be approved by the custodian.

(L) The officer or other representative of a state accepting an offer of temporary custody shail present the following upon demand:

(1} Proper identification and evidence of his authority to act for the state into whose temporary custody the prisoner is to
be given.

(2) A duly certified copy of the indiciment, infoomation or complaint on the basis of which the detainer has been lodged and
on the hasis of which the request for temporary custody of the prisoner has been made,

() Tf the appropriate authosity shall refuse or fail to accept temporary custody of sueh person, or in the event that an action on
the indictment, information or complaint on the basis of which the detainer has been lodged is not brought to trial within the
period provided in Asticle 11T or Article TV hereof, the appropriate court of the jurisdiction where the indictment, information
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or complaint has been pending shall enter an order dismissing the same with prejudice, and any detainer based thereon shall
cease to be of any force or effect.

(d) The temporary custody referred to in this agreement shall be only for the purpose of permitting prosccution on the charge
or charges contained in one or more unlried indictments, informations or complaints which foon the basis of the detainer or
detainers or for prosecution on any other charge or charges arising out of the same transaction. Except for his attendance at
court and while being transporied lo or from any place at which his presence may be required, the prisoner shall be held in a
suitable jail or other facility regularly used for persons awaiting prosecution,

(e) At the earliest practicable time conisonant with the purposes of this agreement, the prisoner shall be rcturned to the sending
state.

{f) During the continuance of temporary custody or while the prisoner is otherwise being made availahle for trial as required
by this agreement, time being served on the sentence shall continue to run but good time shall be earned by the prisoner only
if, and to the cxtent that, the law and practice of the jurisdiction which inposed the sentence may atlow.

(g) For all purposes other than that for which temporary custody as provided in this agreement is exercised, the prisoner shall be
deemed to remain in the custody of and subject to the jurisdiction of the sending state and any cscape from temporary custody
may be dealt with in the same 1nanner as an escape from the original place of imprisonment or in any other manner permitted
by law,

(I From the time that a party state receives custody of a prisoner pursuant to this agreement until such prisoncr is returned to
the territory and custody of the sending state, the state in which the one or more untried indictnients, informations or coniplainis
arc pending or in which trial is being had shall be responsible for the prisoner and shall also pay all costs of transporting, caring
for, keeping and returning the prisoner. The provisions of this paragraph shall govern unless ihe stales concerned shall have
entered into a supplementary agreement providing for a different allocation of costs and responsibilitics as between or among
themselves. Nothing herein contained shafl be construed to alier or affect any internal relationship among the departments,
agencies and officers of and in the governiment of a party state, or between a party state and its subdivisions, as to the payment
of costs, or responsibitities thevefor.

Article VI

(a) In deterimining the duration and expiration dates of the time periods provided in Articles TII and IV of this agreement, the
running of such time periods shall be tolled whenever and for as long as the prisoner is unable to stand irial, as determinee by
the cournt having jurisdiction of the matter.

(b) No provision of this agreement, and no retmedy made available by this agreement, shall apply to any person who is adjudged
to be mentally ill,

Article VI

Each state party to this agreement shall designate an officer who, acting jointly with tike offieers of other party states, shail
promulgate rules and regulations to carry out more effectively thc terms and provisians of this agreement, and who shali provide,
within and witheut the state, mformation necessary lo the effective operation of this agreement.
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Article VIII

This agreement shall enter into full force and effect as to a parly state when such state has enacted the same into law. A state
paity to this agreement may withdraw herefromn by enacting a statute repealing the same. However, (lie withdrawal of any state
shall not affect the status of any proceedings already injtiated by inmates or by state officers at the time such withdrawal takes
effect, nor shall it aflect their rights in respect thereof,

Article IX

This agreement shall be libesally construed so as to effectuate its purposes. The provisions of this agreement shall be severable
and if any phrase, clause, senlence or provision of this agreement is declared to be cottirary to the constitution of any party state
or of the United Statcs or the applicability thereof to any government, agency, person or circumstance is helbd invalid, the validity
of the remainder of this agreement and the applicability thereof to any governinent, agency, person or circumstance shall not be
afTected thereby. If this agreement shall be held contrary {0 the constitution of any state party hereto, the agrecment shall remain
in full force and effect as to the remaiting states and in full {orce and effect as to the state affected as to all severable matters,

Credits
HISTORY: 1962 Code § 17-221; 1955 (54) 592.

Notes of Decisions (17)

Coede 1976 § 17-11-10, SC ST § 17-t1-10
Cwrent through 2024 Act No. 223, subject to final approval by the Legislative Council, technieal revisions by the Cade
Commissioner, and publication in the Official Code of Laws.
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CERTIFICATE OF COUNSEL FOR APPELLANT

Counsel for appellant certifies that this Record on Appeal contains all material proposed
to be included by any of the parties and not any other material and that this Record on Appeal
complies to the best of my ability with the April 15, 2014 order from the South Carolina
Supreme Court entitled “Revised Order Concerning Personal Identifying Information and Other
Sensitive Information in Appellate Court Filings.”

Respectfully Submitted,

K ottt uck;.

Kathrine H. Hudgins
Senior Appellate Defender

South Carolina Commission on Indigent Defense
Division of Appellate Defense

PO Box 11589

Columbia, SC 29211-1589

ATTORNEY FOR APPELLANT

This 18™ day of June, 2026.










STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA

IN THE COURT OF APPEALS

Appeal from Horry County

Honorable Michael G. Nettles, Circuit Court Judge

THE STATE;

RESPONDENT,

ABDULLAH SEIFULLAH,

APPELLANT

APPELLATE CASE NO. 2025-001199
CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

Pursuant to Rule 262(a)(3) and Rule 262(c)(3), SCACR, the undersigned hereby certifies
a true copy of the Record on Appeal in the above-referenced case has been served upon Melody
J. Brown, Esquire, at the primary e-mail address listed in the Attorney Information System
(AIS); and on Abdullah Seifullah, #265770, at Cheshire Correctional Institution, 900 Highland
Avenue, Cheshire, CT 06410, this 18" day of June, 2026.

Kathrine H. Hudgins g
Senior Appellate Defender

South Carolina Commission on Indigent Defense
Division of Appellate Defense

PO Box 11589

Columbia, SC 29211-1589

ATTORNEY FOR APPELLANT
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Stock, Chris

From: Stock, Chris

Sent: Thursday, June 18, 2026 2:58 PM

To: Melody Brown; Angela Brown

Cc: Hudgins, Kathrine

Subject: 2025-001199 - State v. Abdullah Seifullah - Anders Brief of Appellant & Record on
Appeal

Attachments: 2025-001199 - State v. Abdullah Seifullah - Anders Brief of Appellant.pdf; 2025-001199

- State v. Abdullah Seifullah - Anders Brief of Appellant - AG Cover Letter.pdf;
2025-001199 - State v. Abdullah Seifullah - Record on Appeal.pdf

Ms. Brown,

Please find attached for service the Anders Brief of Appellant, Desighation of Matter, and Record on
Appeal for Abdullah Seifullah’s appeal which will be filed with the Court of Appeals today.

If you have any questions, please let me know.

Thank you,

Chris Stock

Administrative Coordinator
Commission on Indigent Defense
Appellate Division

(803) 734-1330






