
 

 

STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA 
IN THE SUPREME COURT 

____________ 
 

Certiorari to the Court of Appeals 
Appeal from Florence County 

Honorable H. Steven DeBerry IV, Circuit Court Judge 
____________ 

 
Opinion No. 2026-UP-204 (S.C. Ct. App. Filed May 6, 2026) 

Lower Court Case No. 2023-GS-21-00480 
____________ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

APPELLATE CASE NO. 2024-000879 
____________ 

 
APPENDIX 

____________ 
 

KATHRINE H. HUDGINS 
Senior Appellate Defender 
 
South Carolina Commission on Indigent Defense 
Division of Appellate Defense 
PO Box 11589 
Columbia, SC 29211-1589 
(803) 734-1330 
 
ATTORNEY FOR APPELLANT 
 

ALAN WILSON 
Attorney General 
 
MELODY J. BROWN 
Senior Assistant Deputy Attorney General 
 
MACKINNON G. WESTRAAD 
Assistant Attorney General 
Post Office Box 11549 
Columbia, SC  29211-1549 
 
E. L. CLEMENTS 
Solicitor, Twelfth Judicial Circuit 
180 N. Irby Street, MSC-Q 
Florence, South Carolina 29501 
 
ATTORNEYS FOR RESPONDENT 

  

THE STATE, 
 
                                                                                  RESPONDENT, 
                                             
                                                V. 
 
WILLIE JAMES SMITH,    
                                                                                
                                                                                  PETITIONER. 

Jun 26 2026



i 

 

INDEX 
 
INDEX ............................................................................................................................................. i 
 
FINAL BRIEF OF APPELLANT FILED OCTOBER 21, 2025 ....................................................1 
 
FINAL BRIEF OF RESPONDENT FILED OCTOBER 21, 2025 ...............................................14 
 
STATE V. SMITH OP. NO. 2026-UP-204 
(S.C. CT. APP. FILED MAY 6, 2026) ..........................................................................................35 
 
PETITION FOR REHEARING FILED MAY 14, 2026 ...............................................................37 
 
ORDER DENYING PETITION FOR REHEARING FILED JUNE 10, 2026 .............................45 
 
 
 



Oct 21 2025

1



2



3



4



5



6



7



8



9



10



11



12



Oct 21 2025

13



Oct 21 2025

14



15



16



17



18



19



20



21



22



23



24



25



26



27



28



29



30



31



32



Oct 21 2025

33



34



35



36



May 14 2026

37



38



39



40



41



42



43



May 14 2026

44



Jun 10 2026

45




