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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA

COUNTY OF LEXINGTON

The State,
v.

Robert Tyrwick Hoffman,

IN THE GENERAL SESSIONS COURT

TRANSCRIPT OF RECORD
2025-68-3204573

October 30, 2025
Lexington, South Carolina

Defendant.
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The HONORABLE VERNON DUNBAR,
Circult Court Judge
APPEARANCE S:

WHITNEY Y. TAYLOR, Esguire
Eleventh Circuit Solicitor’s Office
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Eleventh Circuit Public Defender
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Attorney for the Defendant.
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DEFENDANT SWorRN IN/
COURT COLLOQUY WITH DEFENDANT
OcToeeR 30, 2025 - GuirLTy PLEA HEARING

CLERK: Your Heonor, and then the 2025-GS-
3204573, the State of South Careclina versus Robert
Tyrwick Hoffman. Indicted charge for possession with
intent to distribute methamphetamine. Pleading to
possession methamphetamine - first coffense. Waiving
presence of the Grand Jury.

Indictment 2025-G§3204571, the State of South
Carolina versus Robert Hoffman. Indicted on charges
for domestic violence in the second degree. Pleading
to domestic viclence in the third degree. [Inaudible
—— nuffled/muted] .

DEFENDANT SWORN IN

CLERK: Will you please raise your right hand?
Do you sclemnly swear or affirm the testimony you give
the Court today to be the truth, the whole truth, and
nothing but the truth, so help you God?

MR. HOFFMAN: Yes, Ma’am.

CLERK: Thank you.

THE COURT: Good afterncon, Mr. Hoffman.

MR. HOFFMAN: Afternoon.

COURT COLLOQUY WITH DEFENDANT

THE COURT: You've heard the charges as read

intoe your hearing by our clerk - possession of

methamphetamine, first and domestic wviolence in the
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CoURT COLLOQUY WITH DEFENDANT

third degree. How do you plead to those two charges,
sir?

MR. HOFFMAN: I am guilty, Sir.

THE COURT: Alright. Sir, did anyone threaten
you, force you, or promise you anything in exchange
for pleading guilty to these two charges?

MR. HOFFMAN: No, Sir.

THE COURT: You do realize that by pleading
guilty to this charge you give up the right to have a
jury trial in both instances and in the possession of
methamphetamine, you give up the right o have this

indictment reviewed by a grand jury.

MR. HOFEFMAN: Yes, Sir.
THE COQURT: Do you still wish to plead guilty?
MR. HOFFMAN: Yes, Sir.
THE COQURT: Are you satisfied with the

services rendered by your attorney?

MR. HOFFMAN: Yes, Sir.

THE COURT: Has she answered all of your
questions and done everything you’ve asked of her?

MR. HOFEFMAN: Yes, Sir.

THE COURT: It's my understanding that this
plea of guilty that you’ve just entered on both charges
is without recommendations, which means I, as the

Judge, decide the sentence that you get. If you'zxe
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PLAINTIFF ADDRESSES THE COURT

dissatisfied with my sentence in any way, shape, ozr
form, you have the right te appeal such, but you must
do so within ten days, in writing, to this Court. Do
you understand that?

MR. HOFFMAN: Yes, Sir.

THE COURT: Alright. Please listen carefully
to what the State has to say.

PLAINTIFF ADDRESSES THE COURT

MS. TAYLOR: Thank vyou, Your  Honor. On
February 16%h of 2025, there was an incident between
the defendant and his cohabitating girlfriend, Jessica
Ellison. They had been dating for about a 0Oabout a
year, and again, they had left -- lived together.

At the 1200 to 2700 block of 0ld Charleston Road,
in the [Inaudible -- muffled/muted] area of Lexington
County. They got into a verbal altercaticn that
escalated when he put his hands on her neck and tried
to choke her. She did have pain in her throat and was
unable to breathe, as she reported to law enforcement.

We have complied with the Victim’s Rights Act in
that case. The wvictim, we were -- we attempted to
call her for today’s plea, the number was not in ser-
vice, however, she has previously reached out to our
office and said that she wants the charges dropped and

wants to be -- to get back together with him.
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COURT IMPOSES SENTENCE

A few months later, on August 28th of this vear,
there was a traffic stop here in Lexington County near
Meadowfield Road and Blackville Road in the Gashton
area. | There, during a probable -- probable cause
search of the wvehicle, it revealed a 1.7 gram clear
rock like substance in a plastic baggie that was lo-
cated in the driver’s side front compartment near the
gear shift and the defendant was the driver of that
vehicle.

Your Honor, his prior record consists of 2004 -
conspiracy; 2007 - conspiracy and a possession with
intent to distribute schedule I drugs; 2010 - conspir-
acy and driving under suspension; 2011 - distribution
of meth first; 2014 - simple possession of marijuana,
reckless driving and a failure to stop for a blue
light; 2015 - accessory after-the-fact of a felony;
2017 - driving under suspension second; 2018 - assault
and battery third; 2019 - possession of less than a
gram of meth and another failure to stop for a blue
light; 2020 - DUS third and HTO; and a 2021 DUS first.

2nd there is a -- an HTO charge that 1is being
dismissed in consideration of the plea to these charges
today.

THE COURT: Alright. Thank you. And I see

that there is a Order --
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DEFENSE ADDRESSES THE COURT

MS. TAYLOR: Yes, Your Honor.

THE COURT: -- firearms prohibition, which I
have signed.

Sir, you've heard the facts and allegations as

outlined by the State. Do you still wish to plead

guilty?
MR. HOFFMAN: Yes, Sir.
THE COURT: I'11 zccept your plea of guilty as

being freely and voluntarily given with the advice of
competent counsel with whom you are very well pleased.
[Inaudible -- muffled/muted], ma’am, I'1ll hear from
you.
DEFENSE ADDRESSES THE COURT

MS. CONROQY: Thank you, Your Honor. May it
please the Court. Respectfully, Your Honor, I would
ask you to consider a probationary sentence in this
case. He does take accountability to these charges,
but with respect to the domestic violence third degree
that he’s pleading teo, it’s our position that this is
a toxic relationship between him and the wvictim in
this case.

It’s my understanding that although the victim in
this case wants to continue with the relationship, it’s
Mr. Hoffman’s position that he does not intend to

continue a relationship with the victim in this case.

7
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COURT IMPOSES SENTENCE

They have no children in common. They have no reason
to ever speak again in the future as far as he is
concerned.

His hoﬁe is that he can get back to work. He
does reside in Lexington County, he works in Lexington
County. His job is at an auto mechanic shop and he
can go back there upon his release. He’s been in the
jail now for about two months. I believe he has credit
for about nine weeks, if I'm not mistaken, total, Your
Honor. We would ask you to consider a prcbhationary
sentence in this case.

MR. HOFFMAN: And I completed the LRADAC as
well.

MS. CONROY: That -- that’s right, [Inaudible
-- muffled/muted] Your Honor, he did complete the -~
the -- excuse me, the LRADAC program since he’s been
in the jail. He wanted me to make you aware of that.
Thank you.

THE COURT: Sa, it’'s about, if my mathematics
are somewhat correct, about sixty-three days?

MS. CONROQY: Yes, Your Honor.

CoURT IMPOSES SENTENCE

THE COURT: With regard to Case Number 2025-

GS-3204571, this is the case of Robert Hoffman. This

is the charge of domestic violence third degree. It
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COURT IMPOSES SENTENCE

is hereby the sentence of this Court that Mr. Hoffman
is sentenced to sixty-three days in jaii, which is
time served.

With respect tc Case ending in number 045373 -
possession of methamphetamine. FPirst, it is hereby
the sentence of this Court that Mr. Hoffman is given
sixty-three days of credit with regard to his sentence
of twenty-four months. And that concludes this matter.

MS. TAYLOR: Thank you, Your Honor.

MS. CONROY: Thanks Your Honor.

(End of Proceeding)
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CERTIFICATE

I, Tina M. Steinmetz, a court-approved transcriber, do
hereby certify that the foregoing is a true, accurate and
complete Transcript of Record of the proceedings had and evi-
dence introduced in the trial of the captioned case, relative
to appeal, in Circuit Court 11 for Lexington County, South
Carclina, on the 30th day of October 2025.

I do further certify that I am neither of kin, counsel,

nor interest to any party hereto.

February 5, 2026

St M. Lwimdty,

Tina M. Steinmetz, Tkxahscriber
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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA ) ~-"

) IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE
) ELEVENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
)

COUNTY OF LEXINGTON

STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA MOTION TO RECONSIDER SENTENCE

VvS.
ROBERT T. HOFFMAN

Warrant #: 2025A3221200098
Defendant.

R e e

Per the Defendant, Robert T. Hoffman’s request, defense counsel respectfully submits this
Motien to Reconsider the sentence imposed by the Honorable Judge Vernon Dunbar on October
30, 2025. Defense counsel is not seeking a hearing on this motion, and instead, submits its

request for consideration by way of written motion only.

BACKGROUND ,
The Defendant was arrested on or about August 29, 2025 and charged with Distribution

of meth, 1* offense. He pled guilty to Possession of meth, 1% offense on October 30, 2025 and a
sentence of twenty-four (24) months was imposed. The charge resulted from a traffic stop in
Lexington County where the Defendant was stopped for a traffic violation, and officers
determined that the Defendant was driving under Habitual Traffic Offender status. The
Defendant was arrested and upon an inventory search of the vehicle, a substance believed the be

methamphetamine was found in the vehicle. The Defendant was additionally charged with being

& Habitual Traffic Offender, but that particular charge was dismissed as a part of plea |

negotiations. At the time of this plea, the Defendant also pled guilty to Domestic Violence, 3%
Degree stemming from an unrelated arrest which occurred prior to the Defendant receiving the

Distribution of Meth and Habitual Traffic Offender charges. The Defendant received a time-
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served sentence on the Domestic Violence, 3" Degree charge.
ANALYSIS

As defense counsel mentioned during the plea hearing, the Defendant takes full
accountability for being in possession of methamphetamine at the time of his arrest. However,
there are certain mitigating factors that Mr. Hoffman would respectfully ask the Court to consider
in hopes of having his sentence of twenty-four months reconsidered which was not mentioned by
defense counsel during the hearing,

The defendant is a father and responsible for the welfare of his children. As aresult of
his incarceration, he has lost both his home and employment. He has no other family members
to help take over his finances on his behalf. The Defendant is hoping to be able to find a job as
soon as possible so that he can earn money for housing for his family.

For these reasons, the Defendant respectfully requests that this Court reconsider its

sentence on its order imposed on October 30, 2025.

Respectfully submitted,

Q\ﬁ,

Erin R. Conroy

Senior Assistan hc Defender
Eleventh Circuit Public Defender's Office
202 E. Main Street

Lexington, SC 29072

(803) 785-8873

Dated: November 7, 2025
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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA - ) INTHE COURT OF GENERAL
COUNTY OF LEXINGTON ) SESSIONS
2025 DEC -1 PH)|: TNTHE ELEVENTH JUDICIAL
) CIRCUIT
. LIy .o
State of South Carolina CLER U+ CGRT
LEXRIBTOH ¥
vs. ) Warrant No.: 2025A3221200098
\ _
Robert T. Hoffman, )
) ORDER DENYING MOTION TO
Defendant. ) RECONSIDER SENTENCE

This matter is before the Court upon Defendant’s Motion for Reconsideration of Sentence,
pursuant to Rule 29 of the South Carolina Rules of Criminal Procedure (SCRCrP), which was
timely filed with the Court by Counsel on November 7, 2025. The issue before the Court is the

Defendant’s request to reconsider and modify the sentence imposed on him on October 30, 2025.

After careful consideration of the arguments and filings of Counsel, as well as a thorough
review of the record in this matter, this Court denies Defendant’s request to reconsider the sentence

imposed.
The Court finds and concludes as follows:

Therefore, having fully considered the matter, the Court finds no basis upon which to
madify the sentence. The Motion for Reconsideration of Sentence filed on behalf of the Defendant

pursuant to Rule 29, SCRCIP is respectfully DENIED.
IT IS SO ORDERED.

}[ P D\ s lg;b/

The Honorable Vernon F. Dunbar
Thirteenth Judicial Circuit

November 2 { , 2025
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WITNESSES

Lexington County Sheriff

CAMERON DANIEL SHERBAN - Lexington Count

DOCKET NO. 2025(GS3204571

The State of South Carolina

County of Lexington

Law Eunforcement Case #: 25002823

COURT OF GENERAL SESSIONS

October Term 2025

ARREST WARRANT NUMBER

2025A3210200407

ACTION OF GRAND JURY

THE STATE

VS,

Robert Tyrwick Hoffman

BILI

7 T 7 D

Mpq&:dn of Grat Jurle—"
Date: 10 ”:)' {25

VERDICT

Indictment For

Domestic Violence - 2nd Degree

SC Code: §16-25-20(C)(4)(d), 16-25-20(A)
CDR Code: 3812

Class A Misdemeanor

Foreperson of Petit Jury
Date:

S.R. Hubbard III, Solicitor

N 2rd

14!



15

STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA INDICTMENT FOR

COUNTY OF LEXINGTON Domestic Violence « 2nd Degree

§16-25-20(C)(4)(d), 16-25-20(A)(1), 16-25-20(D)

At a Court of General Sessions, convened on October 13, 2025, the Grand Jurors of
Lexington County present upon their oath:

Domestic Violence - 2nd Degree

That in Lexington County, South Carolina, on or about February 16, 2025, the Defendant,
Robert Tyrwick Hoffman, did offer or attempt to cause physical harm or injury to a person's
own household member, Jessica Ellison, with apparent present ability under circumstances
reasonably creating fear of imminent peril and/or moderate bodily injury to the person's own
household member resulted or the act was accomplished by means likely to result in moderate
bodily injury to the person's own household member and/or the offense is committed by
impeding the victim's breathing or air flow, to wit: Defendant placed his hands around the
victim's neck and attempted to strangle her, leaving her unable to breathe, all in violation of

Section 16-25-20(C)(4)(d), 16-25-20(A)(1), 16-25-20(D), et al., of the Code of Laws of South
Carolina, :

Against the peace and dignity of the State, and contrary to the statute in such case made
and provided.

/OUhWHQQ_C@OV

Assistant Solicitor
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WITNESSES

Gaston Police Department

Jacob Zachary Mouser - Gaston Police Department

DOCKET NO. 2025GS3204573

The State of South Carolina

County of Lexington

After being fully advised as to my legal
rights, I hereby waive presentment to the
Grand Jury.

91

%/2‘/7%/

COURT OF GENERAL SESSIONS

October Term 2025
Law Enforcement Case #: 25000463
WYT
THE STATE
ARREST WARRANT NUMBER
VS.
2025A3221200098
Robert Tyrwick Hoffman

ACTION OF GRAND JURY

Deféndaﬁt

I hereby appear in my own proper person and
plead guilty to the within indictment or to

Poss. MO \"‘f

Foreperson of Grand Jury
Date:

VERDICT

Indictment For

Possession with Intent to Distribute
Methamphetamine

SC Code: §44-53-375(B)(1)
CDR Code: 3198
Class D Felony

Defendant

N e K

Foreperson of Petit Jury
Date:

S.R. Hubbard III, Solicitor

Witness N
C.C.C.PLS. and G.S
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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA INDICTMENT FOR

COUNTY OF LEXINGTON Possession with Intent to Distribute Methamphetamine

§44-53-375(B)(1)

S Mt vt Nt Nt St St

At a Court of General Sessions, convened on October 13, 2025, the Grand Jurors of
Lexington County present upon their oath:

Possession with Intent to Distribute Methamphetamine

That in Lexington County, South Carolina, on or about August 29, 2025, the Defendant;
Robert Tyrwick Hoffman, did distribute, dispense, deliver, purchase, or otherwise aid, abet,
attempt, or conspire to distribute, dispense, deliver, or purchase, or possess with intent to
distribute, dispense, or deliver methamphetamine,to wit: Defendant was in possession of a
clear rock like substance in his vehicle during a probable cause search, all in violation of
Section 44-53-375(B)(1), et al., of the Code of Laws of South Carolina.

Against the peace and dignity of the State, and contrary to the statute in such case made

" Whitngy “laglor

Assistant Solicitor
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STATE OHSOUTH CAROLINA Sentence Order  IN THE COURT OF GENERAL SESSIONS
COUNTY OF Lexington ) INDICTMENT/CASE#: 2025G83204571
)
STATE vs. ) AW#: 2025A3210200407
Robert Tyrwick Hoffiman )
)} Date of Offense: 02/16/2025
AKA: SSN:HE ) 5 C. Code§: 16-25-20(C)(4)(d), 16-25-
20(A)(1), 16-25-20(D)
) CDR Code#: 3812
RACE: White SEX: Male DOBJIEE ) Range of Offense:  0-3 yrs,
In disposition of the above indictment comes now the Defendant who was CONVICTED OF [0 or I PLEADS
TO: Domestic Violence — 3" Degree Range of Offense Pled 0-30 days
In violation of §  16-25-20(C)(4)(d), 16-25-20(A)(1), of the 8.C. Code of Laws, bearing CDR Code # 3812

16-25-20(D)

X NON-VIOLENT [ VIOLENT [ SERIOUS U1 MOST SERIOUS [0 MANDATORY GPS [1§17-2545
The charge is: [J Asindicted X Lesser Included Offense, [] Defendant Waives Presentment to Grand Jury.

The plea is: X w/o Rec/Negotiations [ Negotiated (0 Recommendation
Whitney Y. Taylor 103933 Conroy, Erin Rebecca 102676

Solicitor SCBar # Attorney for Defendant SC Bar #

The Defendant is committed to the [ SCDC [ County Detention Center 1 Home Incarceration Program

for a determinate term of @ %:’monthsfycar{iime Serv:gg O YOA NTE years and/or shall pay a
fine of $ ;provided that upon the service of days/menths/years/Time Served and or payment

of § plus costs and assessments as applicable* ; balance is suspended with probation for months/years

and subject to SCDPPPS standard conditions of probation, which are incorporated by reference.
The sentence shall run [0 CONCURRENT or [1 CONSECUTIVE to sentence on:

0O The Defendant is to be given credit for time served pursuant to S.C. Code § 24-13-40 to be calculated and applied by SCDC.

days/months [1 To include time spent on monitored house arrest prior to trial and sentencing.

SPECJAL CONDITIONS:
OPTUP

[0 No Contact with Victim O Domestic Violence Intervention Program O Hold for Inpatient Treatment

O Sex Offender Registry pursuant to S.C, Codes § 23-3-430 3 SAC/MHC if necessary
O Central Registry of Child Abuse and Neglect pursuant to S.C. Code § 17-25-135.
O Other:
Restitution §
O RESTITUTION See Separate Order FINE: 5
§ 14-1-206 (Assessments 107.5%)
§ 14-1-211 {A)(1) (Conv. Surcharge) Fine/Costs and Assessments are to be paid to the 5100 1O
§ 14-1-211 (A)(2) (DUI Surcharge) $100
§ 56-5-1995 (DUI Assessment) Clerk of Court within days/months 512
§ 56-1-286 (DUI Breath Test) $25
§ 14-1-212 (Law Enforcement Funding) $25 7.5
§ 14-1-213 (Drug Court Surcharge) $150
§ 34-11-70(b)and(c), and 34-11-90(c)and(d) (Admin Fraud Check Court Costs) $41
§50-21-114 (BUI Breath Test Fee) 350
§56-5-2942(J) (Vehicle Assessment) $40/ea
3% to County (if paid in installments) TBD
O Appointed PD or appointed other counsel. Provisio requires $500 to be paid to Clerk $500
O3 § 14-345 (B) Unpaid Application Fee to be paid to the Public Defender Fund 340

\/Ql\m j TOTAL 7S

Clerk of Court/Deputy Clerk
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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA Sentence Order IN THE COURT OF GENERANISESSIONS
COUNTY OF Lexington ) INDICTMENT/CASE#: 2025GS3204573
STATE vs. ; AWi#: 2025A3221200098
Robert Tyrwick Hoffman )

) Date of Offense: 08/29/2025
AKA; SSNHEEEEEE ) 5 C Codes: 44-53-375(B)(1)

) CDR Code#: 3198
RACE: White SEX: Male DOBJ ) Roengeof Offense:  0-3 yrs.
In disposition of the above indictment comes now the Defendant who was CONVICTED OF & or O PLEADS
TO: Possession of Methamphetamine 1st Range of Offense Pled 0-3 yrs.
In violation of §  44-53-375(B)(1) of the 8.C. Code of Laws, bearing CDR Code # 3198

X NON-VIOLENT [J VIOLENT [ SERIQUS [ MOST SERIOUS [0 MANDATORY GPS [ § 17-2545
The charge is: 0 As indicted [ Lesser Included Offense, X Defendant Waives Presentment to Grand Jury.

The plea is: M w/o Rec/Negotiations [J Negotiated [0 Recommendation
Whitney Y. Taylor 103933 Conroy, Erin Rebecca 102676

Solicitor . SCBar # Attorney for Defendant SC Bar #

The Defendant is committed to the\Q SCDC [ County Detention Center [ Home Incarceration Program

for a determinate term of — q days/rfonihs/years/Time Served [0 YOA NTE years and/or shall pay a
fine of § ;provid'ed that upon the service of days/months/years/Time Served and or payment

of $ plus costs and assessments as applicable* ; balance is suspended with probation for months/years

and subject to SCDPPPS standard conditions of probation, which are incorporated by reference.
The sentence shall run 0 CONCURRENT or [] CONSECUTIVE to sentence on:

NIT The Defendant is to be given credit for time served pursuant to S.C. Code § 24-13-40 to be calculated and applied by SCDC.
53 months [3 To include time spent on monitored house arrest prior to trial and sentencing.
SPECIAL CONDITIONS:
O PTUP

[J No Contact with Victim 0J Domestic Violence Intervention Program [ Hold for Inpatient Treatment

O Sex Offender Registry pursuant to S.C. Codes § 23-3-430 0 SAC/MHC if necessary
O Central Registry of Child Abuse and Neglect pursuant to S.C. Code § 17-25-135.
O Other:
Restitution 3§
O RESTITUTION See Separate Order FINE: $
§ 14-1-206 (Assessments 107.5%)
§ 14-1-211 (A)(1) (Conv. Surcharge) Fine/Costs and Assessments are to be paid to the §$100 1O0
§ 14-1-211 (A)(2) (DUI Surcharge) $100
§ 56-5-1995 (DUI Assessment) Clerk of Court within days/months 512
§ 56-1-286 (DUI Breath Test) $25 _
§ 14-1-212 (Law Enforcement Funding) $25 25
§ 14-1-213 (Drug Court Surcharge) 5150
§ 34-11-70(b)and(c), and 34-11-90(c)and(d) (Admin Fraud Check Court Costs) $41
§50-21-114 (BUI Breath Test Fee) $50
§56-5-2942(J) (Vehicle Assessment) $40/ea
3% to County (if paid in installments) TBD
O Appointed PD or appointed other counsel, Provisio requires $500 to be paid to Clerk $500
O § 14-3-45 (B) Unpaid Application Fee to be paid to the Public Defender Fund $40

j/\/;)—g 2 TOTAL 10D

Clerk of Court/Deputy Clerk e ﬁ/
!
"efinda Jpres §2 -z; f? {%Hi 3 2?#/ / (M . \@é}H g&/ SCCA217B
Court Reporter dge Code ntence Date Presiding Judge N 2025-01-27
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CERTIFICATE OF COUNSEL FOR APPELLANT

Counsel for appellant certifies that this Record on Appeal contains all material proposed
to be included by any of the parties and not any other material and that this Record on Appeal
complies to the best of my ability with the April 15, 2014 order from the South Carolina
Supreme Court entitled “Revised Order Concerning Personal Identifying Information and Other
Sensitive Information in Appellate Court Filings.”

Respectfully Submitted,

Sulde i

Sarah E. Shipe
Appellate Defender

South Carolina Commission on Indigent Defense
Division of Appellate Defense

PO Box 11589

Columbia, SC 29211-1589

ATTORNEY FOR APPELLANT

RECEIVED

Jul 092026
SC Court of Appeals

This 9th day of July, 2026.





