
THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

IN THE COURT OF APPEALS 

Appeal from Dorchester County 

Court of Common Pleas 

R. Kirk Griffin, Circuit Court Judge

Case No. 2022-CP-18-00460 

Francis Council and Ted Council, 

Respondents, 

v. 

St. George Healthcare Center Inc., 

Randi Popp, M.D., and Claretta Green, NP, 

Defendants, 

Of which St. George Healthcare Center Inc., is the 

Appellant. 

NOTICE OF APPEAL 

CLEMENT RIVERS, LLP 

Stephen L. Brown (SC Bar No. 66468) 

D. Jay Davis Jr. (SC Bar No. 12084)

James D. Gandy, III (SC Bar No. 11925)

Russell G. Hines (SC Bar No. 72100)

25 Calhoun Street, Suite 400

P.O. Box 993  (29402)

Charleston, South Carolina  29401

(843) 720-5488

Attorneys for Appellant 

Jul 13 2026



Other Counsel of Record: 

BLAND RICHTER, LLP 

Eric Steven Bland (SC Bar No. 64132) 

105 West Main Street, Ste. D 

Lexington, South Carolina  29072 

(803) 256-9664

-and-

BLAND RICHTER, LLP 

Ronald L. Richter, Jr. (SC Bar No. 66377) 

Scott Michael Mongillo (SC Bar No. 16574) 

18 Broad St., Ste. Mezz 

Charleston, South Carolina  29401 

(843) 573-9900

Attorneys for Respondents Francis Council and Ted Council 

ROGERS TOWNSEND LLC 

Joseph J. Tierney, Jr. (SC Bar No. 13917) 

Christine K. Toporek (SC Bar No. 72495) 

205 King Street, Ste. 201 

Charleston, South Carolina  29401 

(843) 737-8668

Attorneys for Defendants Randi Popp, M.D., and Claretta Green, NP 
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Defendant/Appellant, St. George Healthcare Center Inc., (“Appellant”), hereby appeals 

the following order of the Honorable R. Kirk Griffin, Circuit Court Judge: 

• Order filed June 12, 2026, granting sanctions against Appellant.

A copy of the appealed order is attached hereto and incorporated herein by reference.  Appellant 

received written notice of entry of the order on June 12, 2026. 

Respectfully submitted, 

CLEMENT RIVERS, LLP 

By: s/Russell G. Hines 

Stephen L. Brown (SC Bar No. 66468) 

D. Jay Davis Jr. (SC Bar No. 12084)

James D. Gandy, III (SC Bar No. 11925)

Russell G. Hines (SC Bar No. 72100)

25 Calhoun Street, Suite 400

P.O. Box 993  (29402)

Charleston, South Carolina  29401

(843) 720-5488

Attorneys for Appellant 

Charleston, South Carolina 

July 13, 2026
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I, Russell G. Hines, of Clement Rivers, LLP, attorneys for Appellant, hereby certify that, 

on July 13, 2026, Appellant’s NOTICE OF APPEAL was served on Respondent, as well as on 

Defendants Randi Popp, M.D., and Claretta Green, NP, by emailing (see attached email) a copy 

of the same to counsel of record: 

 

BLAND RICHTER, LLP 

Eric Steven Bland, Esquire 

ericbland@blandrichter.com 

Ronald L. Richter, Jr., Esquire 

ronnie@blandrichter.com 

Scott Michael Mongillo, Esquire 

scott@blandrichter.com 

Attorneys for Respondents 

Francis Council and Ted Council 

ROGERS TOWNSEND LLC 

Joseph J. Tierney, Jr., Esquire 

joseph.tierney@rogerstownsend.com 

Christine K. Toporek, Esquire 

christine.toporek@rogerstownsend.com 

Attorneys for Defendants 

Randi Popp, M.D., and Claretta Green, NP 

 

 

I also certify that Appellant’s NOTICE OF APPEAL was today, July 13, 2026, E-Filed 

with the lower court (see attached NEF), which also, i.e., in addition to service by email, effected 

service of the notice today on all counsel of record via the E-Filing System. 

 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

CLEMENT RIVERS, LLP 

 

By: s/Russell G. Hines     

Russell G. Hines (SC Bar No. 72100) 

Attorneys for Appellant 

 

Charleston, South Carolina 

 

July 13, 2026 
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Hines, Russell

From: Hines, Russell
Sent: Monday, July 13, 2026 4:14 PM
To: Eric Bland (ericbland@blandrichter.com); 'ronnie@blandrichter.com'; 

'scott@blandrichter.com'; 'Joseph Tierney, Jr'; 'christine.toporek@rogerstownsend.com'
Cc: Gandy, III, James D. (Tripp); Justman, Aimee; Palm, Nicole; Brown, Stephen L.; Beach, 

Sarah; Davis, Jay
Subject: Council v. St. George (2022-CP-18-00460) -- Notice of Appeal
Attachments: Council v. St. George (2022-CP-18-00460) -- Notice of Appeal.pdf; Council v. St. George 

(2022-CP-18-00460) -- Appealed Order filed 6-12-26.pdf

Attached for service in the above-referenced matter please find our Notice of Appeal and the appealed 
order attached thereto. 
 
Russell G. Hines 
CLEMENT RIVERS, LLP 
www.ycrlaw.com 
25 Calhoun Street, Suite 400 
Charleston, South Carolina  29401 
P.O. Box 993 (29402) 
Phone: (843) 720-5488 
Fax: (843) 579-1327 
Email: rhines@ycrlaw.com 
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Hines, Russell

From: efiledonotreply@sccourts.org
Sent: Monday, July 13, 2026 4:18 PM
To: Hines, Russell
Cc: Justman, Aimee
Subject: Courtesy NEF RE: 2022CP1800460

***** IMPORTANT NOTICE - READ THIS INFORMATION ***** 

NOTICE OF ELECTRONIC FILING [NEF] 

A filing has been submitted to the court RE:  2022CP1800460 
 

 

Official File Stamp: 07-13-2026 04:17:47 PM 
Court: CIRCUIT COURT 
 Common Pleas 
 Dorchester 

Case Title: Francis Council , plaintiff, et al VS St. George Healthcare Center Inc , 
defendant, et al 

Document(s) Submitted: Appeal/Notice of Appeal to Court of Appeals 
     -  Exhibit/Filing of Exhibits 
Filed by or on behalf of: Russell Grainger Hines 
 

This notice was automatically generated by the court's auto-notification system. 

The following people were served electronically: 
 Ronald L. Richter, Jr. for Francis Council, Ted Council 
 Scott Michael Mongillo for Francis Council, Ted Council 
 Eric Steven Bland for Francis Council, Ted Council 
 Russell Grainger Hines for St. George Healthcare Center Inc 
 James D. Gandy, III for St. George Healthcare Center Inc 
 Donald Jay Davis, Jr. for St. George Healthcare Center Inc 
 Christine Kent Toporek for Claretta Green, Randi Popp 
 Joseph John Tierney, Jr. for Claretta Green, Randi Popp 
 

The following people have not been served electronically by the Court. Therefore, they must be 
served by traditional means: 
 Russell Grainger Hines for St. George Healthcare Center Inc 
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This email was generated by the eFiling System. ~~~ CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE ~~~ This message is 
intended only for the addressee and may contain information that is confidential. If you are not the 
intended recipient, do not read, copy, retain, or disseminate this message or any attachment. If you have 
received this message in error, please contact the sender immediately and delete all copies of the 
message and any attachments.  




