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South Carolina Department of Corrections, Respondent.

Appellate Case No. 2026-000437

PROOF OF SERVICE

I certify that I have served the initial reply brief of appellants on
the S.C. Department of Corrections by depositing a copy of it in the United
States Mail, postage prepaid, on July 13, 2026, addressed to its attorney
of record, Lake E. Summers, Esquire, Malone, Thompson & Summers LLC, 339
Heyward St., Suite 100, Columbia, SC 29201.

July 13, 2026

) < R
Qi porvtssr
Douglas H. Westbrook, #6039
3 Gamecock Ave., Ste. 304-
Charleston, SC 29407 E{ ECEIVEE )
(843) 853-9600
Attorney for Appellants JL"_ 16 2825

SC Court of Appeals

*Keith Brown, #295762 and Douglas Bude, #263537 were not appealed as they are
presumed deceased and without personal representative to continue the claim.



DOUGLAS H. WESTBROOK

Attorney At Law

3 Gamecock Ave., Suite 304-B
Charleston, SC 29407
843.853.9600

douglas.h.westbrook @ gmail.com

July 13, 2026

RECEIVED)

The Honorable Jenny Abbott Kitchings '"JL 16 2026
Clerk of Court
Sgr Courtoo; Appeals SC Coun Of Appeals

P.0. Box 11629
Columbia, SC 29211

Re: Francis Ackerman #266928, et al. v. SCDC
Dock. Nos. 25-ALJ-04-0371-AP, etc.; App. Case No. 2026-000437

Dear Ms. Kitchings:

Please find enclosed for filing with the Court appellants' Initial
Reply Brief, with Proof of Service, and Designation of Matter to be
Included in the Record on Appeal, with Proof of Service, for the above
consolidated case.

By copy of this letter, I have this date served these documents on
Lake Summers, Esquire, counsel of record for Respondent S.C. Department
of Corrections.

Thank you for your assistance in this matter.
Sincerely,
D«
Douglas H. Westbrook, #6039

DHW/
cc: Lake E. Summers, Esquire (w/encl.)
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