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Good morning,
 
Please find attached for filing the Anders Brief of Appellant, Record on Appeal, and proof of
service in the matter of the above-referenced case.
Opposing Counsel is copied on the email.
 
If you have any questions, please let me know.
 
Thank you,
 
Chris Stock
Administrative Coordinator
Commission on Indigent Defense
Appellate Division
(803) 734-1330
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he reports was equivalent to about five grams a day. He reports that he would snort 
cocaine. He reports experiencing paranoia and auditory and visual hallucinations when 
under the influence of cocaine, including at the time of the alleged offenses. He reports 
having a tolerance for cocaine and that his use of cocaine has caused him legal issues in 
the past. It is our opinion that he would meet the diagnostic criteria for Stimula·nt Use 
Disorder. We are assigning the specifier in a Controlled Environment because he is 
currently incarcerated and does not have access to cocaine. 


Prior to his arrest, he reports that he also used cannabis. He started smoking cannabis 
when he was eleven years old. His use increased to daily when he was thirteen years 
old. He states that he was smoking about four ounces of weed every two days, which was 
equivalent to about two to three hundred dollars' worth of cannabis. He states that 
sometimes he would smoke "wet''. which he explains is marijuana cigarettes that are 
dipped in other substances, such as ecstasy or embalming fluid. He reports past cravings 
for cannabis and has a tolerance for cannabis. His cannabis use has caused problems 
for him both legally and with his family. It is our opinion that he would meet the diagnostic 
criteria for Cannabis Use Disorder. We are assigning the specifier in a Controlled


Environment because he is currently incarcerated and does not have access to cannabis. 


He reports that before he was incarcerated, he would use benzodiazepines that were not 
prescribed to him whenever he could get his hands on them. He started using 
benzodiazepines inappropriately around the age of fifteen or sixteen. He states that he 
was never addicted to benzodiazepines. 


He reports that he began smoking tobacco when he was eleven years old. Prior to his 
arrest, he was smoking a box of Black & Mild cigars daily. 


He denies the use of other illicit substances and he denies the use of intravenous drugs. 


MEDICAL HISTORY 


He reports that he has been experiencing muscle spasms in his stomach recently and is 
not sure the reason. He speculates it is due to the food at the detention center. He reports 
a history of asthma, hemorrhoids, shoulder dislocation, and a dog bite to his right calf 
which required wound debridement surgery and a skin graft. He denies allergies to 
medications. 


FAMILY HISTORY 


His father, Donald Broadnax, was in the armed forces at the beginning of his career and 
now receives disability benefits. He was married to the defendant's mother until he was 
eleven years old. He endorses physical trauma by his father as a child, but states that at 
that time it was thought of as appropriate discipline. He states that his father suffers from 
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Posttraumatic Stress Disorder, Bipolar Disorder, and depression. In addition, his father 
uses both heroin and phencyclidine (PCP). 


His mother, Brenda Dixen, suffers from congestive heart failure, diabetes, and 
hypertension. She worked odd jobs throughout the defendant's life. Her last job was 
working as a receptionist for a company. There is a history of Schizophrenia on her side 
of the family. 


He has six siblings and is number five of his parents' seven children, His siblings are 
named Jermaine, Donnet, Nicole, Kimberly, Donald, and Brenda. Jermaine does not work 
and collects disability benefits, Donnet works as a home health nurse, and Donald works 
at Walmart. He is not sure what his sisters Kimberly, Nicole, and Brenda do for a living. 
His sister, Brenda, struggles with mental illness and uses cocaine. All of his siblings 
consume alcohol. There is no family history of death from suicide. 


SOCIAL HISTORY 


He was born in Bronx, New York. He is unaware of any problems with his birth and 
delivery, and thinks he met developmental milestones at appropriate ages. He was raised 
by his mother and father until the age of five. According to his sister, his father was 
physically abusive to his mother. He witnessed domestic violence between his parents. 
Both his father and an uncle are described as abusive. When he was five years old, his 
mother left his father. The defendant, his mother, and his siblings moved to Richmond, 
Virginia. Shortly after they moved to Richmond, Virginia, his father followed them to 
Virginia and the defendant's parents tried to make things work until they separated when 
he turned eleven. (According to his sister, this happened at age 9). After that, he was 
raised by his mother. When he was sixteen years old, his mother remarried to a man 
named "Jimmy", who helped raised the defendant in his teenage years. 


According to his sister he told lies as a child. She describes this as being part of his 
character. He attended public schools in Virginia. He reports he had accommodations 
while in school for an emotional disability and was in self-contained classrooms with other 
students who had emotional disabilities. He reports that he was an average student when 
he tried. He was held back in third and seventh grade. He had numerous disciplinary 
problems beginning in the sixth grade. He was suspended on many occasions and was 
expelled from two schools in the seventh grade because he assaulted a teacher and for 
fighting. He left school in the seventh grade. After leaving school, he found himself in the 
streets. He obtained a GED while in federal prison. In 2008, he earned his associate 
degree in business administration from ECPI University. 


He reports a history of juvenile arrests for possession of drugs and firearms. He spent a 
couple months in the juvenile detention center at age 16. After his second or third juvenile 
arrest, he was sent to a group home for youths struggling with substance use. According 
to his sister, he eventually escaped from a juvenile facility, and he was not located until 
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he was an adult. He denies involvement in gangs and setting fires as an adolescent. 
However, he reports stealing snacks from convenience stores and cars. He frequently 
skipped school and was truant in the fifth grade. He used brass knuckles and other 
weapons during fights. He laughs while reporting that when he was younger, he would 
throw cats off of bridges to see if they truly had nine lives. 


He reports that outside of making money by distributing illegal substances, he has had 
past jobs working in a warehouse and driving a tow truck. He also owned a cleaning 
service from 2012 until 2015/2016. According to his sister, he worked in construction and 
for a moving company. 


He was married once, by common law, to Asha Hite, who passed away on 1March 9, 2023. 
They had known each other since they were in middle school. They have on� child 
together, Keaj, who is nineteen years old. He states that he has not spoken to his son 
since his incarceration because his son has heard rumors that the defendant may have 
been involved in the death of his mother, Asha Hite, and his son believes what he has 
been told. He reports that these rumors are not true. 


In addition to physical trauma, in the form of discipline, by his mother and father, he was 
sexually assaulted when he was eight years by an older female. 


He reports he has only been to prison one time. He spent eight years in federal prison. 
His National Crime Information Center (NCIC) report shows prior convictions for 
Possession of a Firearm in Furtherance of Drug Traffic Crime, Possession with Intent to. 
Distribute Crack Cocaine, and Possession with Intent to Distribute Marijuana Within 1000 
Feet of a Public School. He also has prior arrests for Possession with Intent to Distribute, 
Malicious Assault, Use of a Firearm in the Commission of a Felony, Malicious Wounding, 
Possession of a Firearm and Drugs, Armed Robbery, Probation Violation, Assault and 
Battery, Strangulation Resulting in Injury, Possession of Ammunition by a Convicted 
Felon, Manufacturing/Distributing Schedule I or II Drugs, Driving While Intoxicated, and 
Failure to Appear. 


MENTAL STATUS EXAMINATION 


Mr. Broadnax appeared neatly groomed with adequate hygiene. He was cooperative 
during the evaluation. There were no abnormal movements noted. His speech was 
normal in rate and volume. He was alert and oriented to person, place, day, date, and 
time. He was able to register three objects and he had no difficulty recalling all three 
objects after five minutes. He was able to recall significant past personal information and 
we found no evidence of clinically significant long- or short-term memory impairment. He 
was able to name the current president and the last two presidents. He performed well 
on a test of concentration and could spell the word world backwards. His thinking was 
abstract as evidenced by his ability to place similar objects into an abstract categqry and 
to interpret a simple proverb. His judgment to a hypothetical situation was adequate. 
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Therefore, if he were in a crowded theater and smelled smoke like it was on fire, he would 
get out. 


As mentioned previously, he reported that his mood was "frustrated and irritable" and 
rated it as a 5 on a scale of 1 to 10, with 1 being severely depressed and 10 being 
euphoric. He denied suicidal or homicidal ideas. He denied auditory or visual 
hallucinations. He denied grandiose delusions, paranoid delusions, or ideas of reference. 
His thinking was logical and goal-directed without loosening of associations or flight of 
ideas. There was no evidence of disturbed thought processes or thought content. 


DIAGNOSTIIC FORMULATION 


The rationale behind the diagnoses of Opioid Use Disorder; Stimulant Use Disorder, 
Amphetamine Type; Alcohol Use Disorder; and Cannabis Use Disorder can be found in 
the Alcohol and Substance Use History section of this report. 


At the time of the alleged offense, Mr. Broadnax had been using large quantities of 
cocaine and heroin. In the context of this use he developed a paranoid psychosis, thinking 
the police were following him. He has become paranoid in the past when using cocaine. 
He would meet the diagnostic criteria for Cocaine-Induced Psychotic Disorder, a non­
permanent condition (by definition). 


Additionally, he has reported low energy, difficulty sleeping, feelings of hopelessness, 
and irritability. However, he has continued to use substances which could contribute to 
these symptoms. Therefore, he would meet the diagnostic criteria for diagnosis of 
Unspecified Depressive Disorder. 


Finally, he has a history of early legal involvement as a juvenile and would have met 
criteria for Conduct Disorder. He has continued to engage in activities that are the 
grounds for his arrest. He has acted impulsively and shown a reckless disregard for the 
safety of others. He would meet the diagnostic criteria for Antisocial Personality Disorder. 


DEFENDANTS ACCOUNT OF THE ALLEGED OFFENSE 


Mr. Broadnax reports that on the day of the alleged offense, he was trying to go to Miami, 
Florida to visit the beach. Early that morning, he states that something bad happened to 
his wife and he did not want to be alive anymore. He reports it seemed like a good idea 
at the time to die on the beach. Therefore, he got into his Chevrolet Traverse, which he 
states belonged to him and his wife, Asha Hite, but was in Asha Hite's name, and left 
Richmond, Virginia and headed towards Miami, Florida. He estimates that he left 
Richmond, Virginia around three or four in the morning. 


While he was driving towards Miami, Florida, he reports he was drinking Jose Cuervo and 
snorting large quantities of heroin and cocaine out of two separate bags with a straw. He 
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STATE OF SOUTH CAl�OUNA ) 


) 


INDICTMENT FOR 


COUNTY OF CL.ARENDOI\I ) Burglary, 1st Degree; 
Kidnapping; 


Arson, 2nd Degree;
Assault and Battery, 1st Degree;


Discharging Firearm into a Dwelling; 
Possession of a Weapon During a Violent Crime; 


Attempted Murder; and 
Criminal Sexual Conduct, 1st Degree 


At a Court of General Sessions, convened on October 9, 2025 the Grand Jurors of 


CLARENDON County present upon their oath: 


COUNT ONLBURGLARV 1ST DEGREE


That RONALD RAV !BROADNAX did in Clarendon County on or about March 9, 2023, willfully and unlawfully 


enter the dwelling of Jessica Hill located at 141 l Spigner Road, without consent and with the intent to commit a 


crime therein, and the defendant was armed with a deadly weapon (firearm) in violation of the Section 16-11-311, � 


C. Codi,__gfLaws, I 976, as amended.


COUNT TWO - IKWNAPIPING 


That RONALD RAV BROADNAX did in Clarendon County on or about March 9, 2023, unlawfully seize, confine, 


inveigle
1 


decoy, kidnap, abduct or carry away one Jessica Hill, without authority of law, in violation of Section 16-


03-0910, S, C. Code of Laws, 1976, as amended.


COUNT nm.EE-ARSON 2ND DEGREE 


That !RONALD RA1/ llROADNAX did in Clarendon County on or about March 9, 2023, willfully and maliciously 


cause an explosion, set fire to, burn, cause to be burned, or aided, counseled or procured the burning of one double­


wide mobile home belonging to Jessica and Randy Hill, in violation of Section 16-22-011 0(B), S. C. Code of Laws, 


1976, as amended. 


COUNT FOUR.-A§SAIULT AND BATTERY t st' DEGREE


Thal RONALD RA11 BROADNAX did in Clarendon on or about March 9, 2023, violate Section l6-3-600(C)(l) of 


the code of Laws of South Carolina ( 1976), as amended, in that he did unlawfully offer or attempt to injure another 


person, to wit: Jessica Hill, with the present ability to do so, and the act was accomplished by means likely to 


produce death or great bodily injury as well as occurred during the commission of a robbery, burglary, kidnapping, 


or theft. 


COIUNT FIVE-- DISCHARGING A llilREARJ\11 INTO A DWELLING 


That RONALD RAY IBROAIDNAX did in Clarendon County on or about March 9, 2023, discharge or cause to be 


discharged unlawfully, firearms at or into a dwelling house m other building or enclosure regularly occupied by 


persons; or into a vehicle, aircraft, wat'ercraft or other conveyance or equipment while it was occupied, in violation 


of Section 16-23-0440, S. C. Code of Law,;, 1976, as amended. 
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Stock, Chris


From: Stock, Chris
Sent: Monday, July 20, 2026 11:51 AM
To: Mark Farthing; SC - COLLINS CAROLINE
Cc: Hudgins, Kathrine
Subject: 2026-000114 - Ronald Ray Broadnax - Anders Brief of Appellant & Record on Appeal
Attachments: 2026-000114 - Ronald Ray Broadnax - Anders Brief of Appellant.pdf; 2026-000114 - 


Ronald Ray Broadnax - Anders Brief of Appellant - AG Cover Letter.pdf; 2026-000114 - 
Ronald Ray Broadnax - Record on Appeal.pdf


Mr. Farthing, 
 
Please find attached for service the Anders Brief of Appellant, Designation of Matter, and Record on 
Appeal for Ronald Ray Broadnax’s appeal which will be filed with the Court of Appeals today. 
 
If you have any questions, please let me know.  
 
Thank you, 
 
Chris Stock 
Administrative Coordinator 
Commission on Indigent Defense 
Appellate Division 
(803) 734-1330 
 






