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Dear Counsel:
 
               Attached is a copy of a letter from Judge Lydon in response to this Court’s letter
dated July 23, 2026, with reference to the above case.
 
Thank you,
 

 

Brenda F. Shealy
Chief Deputy Clerk
Supreme Court of South Carolina
P. O. Box 11330
Columbia, SC 29211
Office: (803) 734-1080
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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE DISTRICT OF SOUTH CAROLINA 


901 RICHLAND STREET 
COLUMBIA, SOUTH CAROLINA 29201 


SHERRI A. LYDON PHONE: (803) 253-8980 
UNITED STATES DISTRICT JUDGE 


JULY 28, 2026 


Patricia A. Howard 
Clerk of Court 
1231 Gervais Street 
Columbia, SC 29201 


Re: Jean Watkins, as Personal Representative v. Countrywood Nursing Center, et al. 
Case Number: 3:24-cv-06432-SAL 
Appellate Case Number: 2025-001718 


Ms. Howard, 


Thank you for your letter of July 23, 2026, in the above-referenced matter, requesting clarification 
of the second certified question. 


The parties correctly interpreted and briefed the question. As intended, the question asks whether 
there is a difference between a shareholder’s right to relitigate when the underlying judgment was 
obtained after a Rule 55 default versus after the corporation’s answer was stricken as a Rule 37 
sanction.  


Thank you for the opportunity to clarify. 


Respectfully, 


Sherri A. Lydon 


Jul 28 2026






