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Ms. Kitchings,

Attached for filing in the above-captioned matter please find a Reply in Support of
Respondent's Second Motion to Dismiss, along with accompanying exhibits A through C and
a proof of service.

Thank you,
Santino Ambrosini

SANTINO U. AMBROSINI
Associate Attorney

DD: 803-205-1506
Office: 803-782-4100 ext. 1506
Post Office Box 6648
Columbia, SC 29260
www.murphygrantland.com

Please be advised that this e-mail and any files transmitted with it are confidential
attorney-client communications or may otherwise be privileged or confidential and
are intended solely for the individual or entity to whom they are addressed.  If you
are not the intended recipient, please do not read, copy or retransmit this
communication but destroy it immediately.   Any unauthorized dissemination,
distribution or copying of this communication is strictly prohibited.

 
 
 

From: Court Of Appeals Filings <ctappfilings@sccourts.org>
Sent: Friday, July 10, 2026 11:45
To: Santino Ambrosini <sambrosini@murphygrantland.com>; Court Of Appeals Filings
<ctappfilings@sccourts.org>
Cc: E. Ray Moore, III <emooreiii@murphygrantland.com>; Dorothy Moore
<dmoore@murphygrantland.com>; Sherri Harvey <sharvey@murphygrantland.com>
Subject: RE: Tonya R. Blake v. Brenda Burris, 2025-001843
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THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA
In the Court of Appeals
___________________


APPEAL FROM YORK COUNTY
Court of Common Pleas


G.D. Morgan, Jr., Circuit Court Judge
___________________


Case No. 2025-CP-46-01222


Appellate Case No. 2025-001843
___________________


Tonya R. Blake, Individually and as
Personal Representative of the Estate of
Reco D. Miller,


Appellant,
v.


Brenda Burris,
Respondent.


___________________


REPLY IN SUPPORT OF RESPONDENT’S SECOND MOTION TO DISMISS APPEAL
___________________


Respondent hereby submits this Reply in Support of her Motion to Dismiss pursuant to


Rules 240 and 260, SCACR. Pro Se Appellant Tonya Blake (“Appellant”)’s appeal must be


dismissed because she has failed to serve and file her initial brief within thirty (30) days after


receiving the transcript of the lower court proceedings as required by Rule 208(a)(1), SCACR.


Due to Appellant’s continued failure to comply with the requirements of the South Carolina


Appellate Court Rules, her appeal must be dismissed. Rule 260(a), SCACR.
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Argument


Appellant’s response in opposition confirms she failed to timely serve and file her initial brief
and otherwise comply with the South Carolina Appellate Court Rules.


Appellant was required to serve and file her initial brief within thirty (30) days after her


receipt of the transcript of the proceedings in the lower court, and dismissal is required when an


appellant has failed to comply with the Appellate Court Rules. See Rules 208(a)(1) and 260(a),


SCACR. Appellant’s response in opposition to the instant Motion to Dismiss confirms that


Appellant has not served or filed her initial brief within thirty (30) days of her receipt of the


transcript.


Appellant served a Proof of Service responding to the instant Motion to Dismiss on July


15, 2026.1 Exhibit A, Proof of Service dated July 15, 2026. In that Proof of Service, Appellant


stated: “I certify that I have served the Notice of initial brief being done and completed on March


31, 2026 to Brenda Burriss by depositing a copy of confirmation letter from the South Carolina


Court of Appeals in the United States Mail, postage prepaid, July 15, 2026[.]” Id. (emphasis


added). The “confirmation letter” Appellant included with her Proof of Service was, in fact, the


Court’s deficiency letter stating that no action would be taken on Appellant’s premature initial brief


filed on March 31, 2026. Exhibit B, Deficiency Letter dated May 14, 2026. Further, Appellant has


never served her initial brief on Respondent, nor has she filed her initial brief since representing


to the Court – sixty-four (64) days ago – that she had received a copy of the transcript. See Exhibit


C, Proof of Service filed May 19, 2026. As Appellant has failed to timely serve and file her initial


1 Appellant did not serve a separate document identified as a Return and, as of the time of
filing this Reply, no Return to the instant Motion appears on the case docket. Nevertheless,
Respondent has construed Appellant’s Proof of Service as a Return and timely submits her Reply
in accordance with Rule 240(f) and Rule 263(a), SCACR.
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brief and otherwise comply with the Appellate Court Rules, Appellant’s appeal must be dismissed


pursuant to Rule 260(a), SCACR.


Conclusion


For the foregoing reasons and those contained in Respondent’s Second Motion to Dismiss,


Respondent respectfully requests that this Court issue an order dismissing the Appellant’s appeal.


MURPHY & GRANTLAND, P.A.


E. Raymond Moore, III, Esquire (SCB 11609)
Santino U. Ambrosini, Esquire (SCB 106857)
P.O. Box 6648
Columbia, SC 29260
Phone: 803-782-4100
Email: ermoore@murphygrantland.com;
sambrosini@murphygrantland.com
Attorneys for Respondent Brenda Burris


Columbia, South Carolina
July 22, 2026
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THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA
In the Court of Appeals
___________________


APPEAL FROM YORK COUNTY
Court of Common Pleas


G.D. Morgan, Jr., Circuit Court Judge
___________________


Case No. 2025-CP-46-01222


Appellate Case No. 2025-001843
___________________


Tonya R. Blake, Individually and as
Personal Representative of the Estate of
Reco D. Miller,


Appellant,
v.


Brenda Burris,
Respondent.


___________________


PROOF OF SERVICE
___________________


I certify that I have served Respondent’s Reply in Support of Respondent’s Second Motion
to Dismiss on Pro Se Appellant Tonya R. Blake by depositing a copy of it in the United States
Mail, postage prepaid, on July 22, 2026, addressed to her as follows: 201 Sidney Street, Rock Hill,
South Carolina 29730.


MURPHY & GRANTLAND, P.A.


E. Raymond Moore, III, Esquire (SCB 11609)
Santino U. Ambrosini, Esquire (SCB 106857)
P.O. Box 6648
Columbia, SC 29260
Phone: 803-782-4100
Email: ermoore@murphygrantland.com;
sambrosini@murphygrantland.com
Attorneys for Respondent Brenda Burris


July 22, 2026
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The Court has received your filing. A stamped copy is attached for your records.
 
Thank you!
 
From: Santino Ambrosini <sambrosini@murphygrantland.com> 
Sent: Friday, July 10, 2026 11:42 AM
To: Court Of Appeals Filings <ctappfilings@sccourts.org>
Cc: E. Ray Moore, III <emooreiii@murphygrantland.com>; Dorothy Moore
<dmoore@murphygrantland.com>; Sherri Harvey <sharvey@murphygrantland.com>
Subject: Tonya R. Blake v. Brenda Burris, 2025-001843

 
*** EXTERNAL EMAIL: This email originated from outside the organization. Please exercise
caution before clicking any links or opening attachments. ***

Ms. Kitchings,

 

Attached for filing please find Respondent's Second Motion to Dismiss, accompanying
Exhibits A and B, and a proof of service in the above-captioned matter. A check for our $50
filing fee has been mailed to the Court.

 

Thank you,

Santino Ambrosini

SANTINO U. AMBROSINI
Associate Attorney

 
DD: 803-205-1506
Office: 803-782-4100 ext. 1506
Post Office Box 6648
Columbia, SC 29260
www.murphygrantland.com

 

Please be advised that this e-mail and any files transmitted with it are confidential
attorney-client communications or may otherwise be privileged or confidential and
are intended solely for the individual or entity to whom they are addressed.  If you
are not the intended recipient, please do not read, copy or retransmit this
communication but destroy it immediately.   Any unauthorized dissemination,
distribution or copying of this communication is strictly prohibited.

 
 
 
~~~ CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE ~~~ This message is intended only for the addressee and
may contain information that is confidential. If you are not the intended recipient, do not read,
copy, retain, or disseminate this message or any attachment. If you have received this message
in error, please contact the sender immediately and delete all copies of the message and any
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