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*** EXTERNAL EMAIL: This email originated from outside the organization. Please
exercise caution before clicking any links or opening attachments. ***

Please see the attached notice of intent to appeal regarding our client, Mr. Jason Boney.
Please let me know if you have any questions.
Thanks

Steven Harper
Litigation Investigator
The Shealey Law Firm
924 Gervais Street
Columbia SC 29201
(803) 929-0008
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THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA
In The Court of Appeals

APPEAL FROM LEXINGTON COUNTY
Court of General Sessions

Honorable Debra R. McCaslin

Case No. 2025GS3204302, 2025GS3204303
2025GS3204304, 2018GS4008002

The State,.............. Respondent,

Jason Cooke Boney,........... Appellant.

NOTICE OF APPEAL

Jason Cooke Boney appeals his conviction and sentence in this case. The sentence was imposed by
the Honorable Debra R. McCaslin on August 3, 2026

2025GS3204302 - Sexual exploitation of a minor, second degree — 10 years, 950 days credit — Concurrent
2025GS3204303 - Sexual exploitation of a minor, second degree — Dismissed

2025GS3204304 - Sexual exploitation of a minor, Second degree — 10 years, 950 days credit - Concurrent
2024A3210201021 - Criminal sexual conduct with minor, 3rd degree - Commit/Attempt Lewd act (victim und
16 yrs & actor over 14 yrs) - 6 years, 950 days credit, Consecutive

This “Hk day of August, 2026

Brian R. Shealey —
Shealey Law Firm

934 Gervais Street

Columbia, South Carolina 29201
(803) 765-0008

Attorney for Appellant






Other Counsel of Record:

Assistant Attorney General: Clarissa Guerrero
Office of the Attorney General

1000 Assembly Street

Columbia, South Carolina 29201

Attorney for Respondent





THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA
In The Court of Appeals

APPEAL FROM RICHLAND COUNTY
Court of General Sessions

Honorable Debra R. McCaslin

Case No. 2025GS3204302, 2025GS3204303
2025GS3204304, 2018GS4008002

The State,.............. Respondent,

Jason Cooke Boney,........... Appellant.

STATEMENT OF BASIS FOR APPEAL FROM
GUILTY PLEA PURSUANT TO RULE 203(d)(1)(B)

Pursuant to South Carolina Appellate Court Rule 203(d)(1)(B), the Defendant had reached a
negotiated and concurrent ten (10) year non-violent sentence under North Carolina vs . Alford with
the Attorney General’s Office, and this sentence resolved two different cases that exposed the
Defendant to a Life Without Parole Sentence. Upon presenting this negotiated plea to the trial
Judge, Shawn Graham, he declined to accept the plea as he believed it was too lenient. He
believed that the case should proceed to trial and defense counsel objected under the Separation of
Powers, Article III and Article II respectively. Judge Graham asked for research on this issue and
also allowed defense counsel to seek out another General Sessions judge to see if they would
accept the plea. Judge Graham also revealed, after looking at prior indictments for this Defendant,
that he recognized his signature on one of the prior indictments. This caused both defense counsel
and the prosecution to have concerns about a possible conflict of interest. The only other General
Sessions Judge was Chief Administrative Judge Debra McCaslin, who was holding plea court on a
different floor. The situation was explained to Judge McCaslin regarding Judge Graham’s refusal
to accept the plea, and the assistant attorney general also brought up the potential conflict issue.
We asked if she would consider taking the plea. Judge McCaslin said that because it was his trial
date the Defendant needed to have a trial. Given the potential conflict with Judge Graham, she
stated that “she was the trial judge now,” and she ordered us from her third floor courtroom to






report upstairs to Judge Graham’s fourth floor courtroom. When we got up there she asked if we
had motions for the trial. Defense counsel advised it had submitted no motions, as the negotiated
plea agreement was struck Friday prior to trial, and the trial judge had been informed of the
resolution. Both the State and Defense asked her if she would consider accepting the plea offer.
She listened to the offer for concurrent 10 years non-violent; however, based on hearing the facts
of the allegations, coupled with the Defendant’s prior record, she declined to accept the offer. She
then insisted that his trial would need to begin. Defense counsel again asserted, as was previously
asserted to Judge Graham, that this would be a violation of the separation of powers. The fact that
a plea judge refused to accept a negotiated plea agreement between the defense and prosecution did
not automatically convert in the Defendant being forced into a trial. In support, defense counsel
cited, (1) Harden v. State, 276 S.C. 249 (1981), (2) State v. Thrift, 312 S.C. 282 (1994), (3) State
v. Needs, 333 S.C 134 (1998), the Due Process Provisions of the Fourteenth Amendment, and
various judicial canons. Judge McCaslin insisted she disagreed with those cases, and pursuant to
rule Rule 18, SCRCrimP, defense counsel believed it was futile and/or inappropriate to continue to
object.

Judge McCaslin called defense counsel and the assistant attorney general to her bench, and advised
we would need to present her with a new plea offer or be prepared to start trial, with the
Defendant facing life without parole, immediately. She advised us that she would consider a
consecutive offer for a cap of eighteen years acceptable. As this was late in the afternoon, this was
hurriedly discussed with the Defendant, and he begrudgingly agreed to the plea only to avoid a
scenario where he was facing life without parole. Judge McCaslin sentenced him to ten (10) years
concurrent on two counts of Sexual Exploitation of a Minor 2™ Degree, followed by a six (6) year
consecutive sentence on one count of Assault and Battery First Degree. The plea was not under
North Carolina vs. Alford. After the plea Judge McCaslin called the prosecution up to the bench
while defense counsel was in holding with the Defendant, and she could be heard scolding the
prosecution for negotiation such a lenient plea offer. She advised them that she “fixed it,” and she
admonished the stating “how can you sleep at night.”

This appeal follows.

N ‘%
This J{) day of August, 2026 &%

Brian R. Shealey

Shealey Law Firm

934 Gervais Street

Columbia, South Carolina 29201
(803) 765-0008

Attorney for Appellant

Other Counsel of Record:
Assistant Attorney General: Clarissa Guerrero
Office of the Attorney General





1000 Assembly Street
Columbia, South Carolina 29201
Attorney for Respondent





THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA
In The Court of Appeals

APPEAL FROM LEXINGTON COUNTY
Court of General Sessions
Debra McCaslin, Circuit Court Judge

Case No. 2025GS3204302, 2025GS3204303
2025GS3204304, 2018GS4008002

The State,.............. Respondent,

Jason Cooke Boney,........... Appellant.

PROOF OF SERVICE

I hereby certify that a true copy of the Notice of Intent to Appeal & the Statement of Basis for
Appeal from Guilty Plea Pursuant to Rule 203(d)(1)(B) in the above-referenced case has been
served upon opposing counsel by delivering on same this date to her office at the Office of the
Attorney General, Rembert Dennis Building, 1000 Assembly Street, Columbia, South Carolina
29211.

. 07“
This day of August, 2026
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~Steven Harper—
Sheatey Law Firm

934 Gervais Street

Columbia, South Carolina 29201
(803) 765-0008

Attorney for Appellant

Other Counsel of Record:
Assistant Attorney General: Clarissa Guerrero





Office of the Attorney General
1000 Assembly Street
Columbia, South Carolina 29201
Attorney for Respondent





STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA Senence vraer iN THE COURT OF GENERAL SESSIONS

COUNTY OF LEXINGTON . % TV?!;STMENT,CASE:&;?-ZQO;?;-I DR e
STATE g ) Date of Offense; 08/24/2023

JASON COOKE BONEY ; S.C. Code §: 16-15-405(A)
AKA: SSN:; XXX-XX- 6423 ; CDR Code #: 0380

RACE: WHITE SEX; MALE poB: 02/01/1985 ) Range of Offense; 2 - 10 Years

In disposition of the above indictment comes now the Defendant who was CONVICTED OF D or PLEADS

TO: Sexual Explaitation of a Minor, Secand Degree Range of Offense Pled 2 - 10 Years

In violation of §  16-15-405 of the S.C. Code of Laws, bearing CDR Code # 0380
I:l NON-VIOLENT .VIOLENT DSERIOUS DMOST SERIOUS D MANDATORY GPS D§ 17-2545
_ o Lesser Included Defendant Waives (CSC w/minor 1st or CSC w/minor 3rd)
The charge is: ! As indicted D Offense, D Presentment to é‘rand Jury.
Chp of [§yr¢

The plea is:E]w/o Rec/Negotiations Negotiated_ W) g A UPO‘{I rMm@Recommendaﬂon

AAG Clarissa N. Guerrero 104653 \e Brian R. Shealey Jr. 77467

Solicitor SC Bar # il [/ Attorney for Defendant SC Bar #

The Defendant is committed tothe P}'SCDC  [[] County-Betention Center [ ] Home Incarceration Program

for a determinate term of __L[L days/monlhirne Served 1 YOANTE . years and/or shall pay a

fineof $____________provided that uponthe senviceof _______________ days/months/years/Time Served and or payment

of $ plus costs and assessments as applicable® ; balance is suspended with probatian for —____ months/years
and subject to SCDPPP;?ﬂdard conditions of probation, which are incorporated by reference.

The sentence shall run CONCURRENT or [[] CONSECUTIVE to sentence on: gD C;) 0 D\

he Defendant is to be given credit for time served pursuant to S.C. Code § 24-13-40 ta be calculated and applied by SCDC,

5 dayg/months ] To include time spent on monitored house arrest prior to trial and sentencing.
SPECIAL CONDITIONS:
O et
IE/PO Contact with Victim O] Domestic Violence Intervention Program ] Hold for Inpatient Treatment
Iz/;ex Offender Registry pursuant to S.C. Code § 23-3-430 [0 sacmHC if neccessary

D}entral Registry of Child Abuse and Neglect pursuant to 8.C. Code § 17-25-135.

Other: W‘ Azl LU‘M AL&M

0 RESTITUTION See Separate Order

Restitution $

FINE: _$
SRS ISR On ) Fine/Costs and Assessments are ta be paid to the $
§14-1-211 (A)(1) Conv. Surcharge) $100 $ J o
-1-211 2)}(DUI Surcharge
g;:_;j;gs(?gu)l( Asses:m:ntg ) Clerkof Courtwithin__ days/months z:zo 2
§56-1-286 (DUI Breath Test) $25 $
§14-1-212 (Law Enforcement Funding) $25 $ 2«5
§14-1-213 (Drug Court Surcharge) $150 $
§34-11-70(b)and(c), and 34-11-80(c)and(d) (Admin Fraud Check Court Costs) 541 $
§50-21-114 (BUI Breath Test Fee) $50 $
§56-5-2942(J) (Vehicle Assessment) $40/ea §
3% ta County (if paid in installments) _ 78D $
[0 Arpointed PD or appointed other counsel. Provisto requires $500 to be paid to Clerk
during probation and shall be collected before any other fees. $500 $
<§17-3-45(B) Unpaid Application Fee to be paid to the Public Defender Fund $40 3
W TotaL 1295

Clerk of Court/Deputy Clerk

Deanna (a0 2 llﬁ‘_cﬂa Yoot scsars
Court Reporter Judge Code  SentencelDate Pregiding Judge






STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA Senience vraer IN THE COURT OF GENERAL SESSIONS
INDICTMENT/CASE#: 2028 -GS- 37 -0430284GA

COUNTY OF LEXINGTON ; AW 2023A3210203700

STATE g ) Date of Offense:  08/24/2023

JASON COOKE BONEY ; S.C. Code §: 16-15-405(A)
AKA: SSN: XXX-XX- 6423 ; CDR Code #: 0380

RACE: WHITE SEX: MALE poB: 02/01/1985 ) Range of Offense; 2 - 10 Years

In disposition of the above indictment comes now the Defendant who was CONVICTED OF D or PLEADS

TO: Sexual Exploitation of a Minor, Second Degree Range of Offense Pled 2- 10 Years

Inviolation of §  16-15-405 of the §.C. Code of Laws, bearing COR Code # 0380

[ ] NON-VIOLENT  []VioLENT [ ]sERIoUs [[JMosT serious [] MANDATORY GPS  [§ 17-25-45
— A EI Lassat Theludad Defendant Waives (CSC w/minor 1st or CSC w/minor 3rd)

Offense, Presentment o Grand Jury.

cap Of 13 yrs.

The plea is:[]w/o Rec/Negotiations Negotiated_ W] Gps Upo rmmﬂRecommendaﬁon

AAG Clarissa N. Guerrero 104653 ~%. M Brian R. Shealey Jr. 77467

Solicitor SCBar# ' = Attorney for Defendant SC Bar#

The Defendant is committed to the SCDC [] County Detention Center [ ] Home Incarceration Program
for a determinate term of _LQ___ dayslmon(me Served 1 YOA NTE years and/or shalf pay a
fineof$—____ .provided thatupon the serviceof ______________ days/months/years/Time Served and or payment

of plus costs and assessments as applicable* ;balance is suspended with probatlon for __________ months/years
and subject to SCDPF’Pyndard conditions of probatian, which are incorporated by reference..
C

ONCURRENT or [J CONSECUTIVE to sentence on: M%Mﬂ)%

he Defendant is to be given credit for time served pursuant to S,C. Code § 24-13-40 to be calculated and applied by SCDC.

The septence shall run

95( ééday;knonths [ To include time spent on monitored house arrest prior to trial and sentencing.
SPECIAL CONDITIONS:

] PTUP

IB/ o Contact with Victim [ Domestic Violence Intervention Program [ Hold for Inpatient Treatment
Sex Offender Registry pursuant to S.C, Code § 23-3-430 [0 SAC/MHC if neccessary
] central Registry of Child Abuse and Neglect pursuant to S.C. Code § 17-25-135.

& omer _nMALAL ‘Aol G PS a»/wn/‘w&a,ad/(

Restitution $

[ RESTITUTION See Separate Order

FINE: _$
§14-1-206 (Assessments 107.5%) Fine/Costs and Assessments are to be paid to the $
§14-1-211 (A)(1) Conv. Surcharge) $100 3 IDD
Z;;_;j;;s(?ga(z:; ei::::::ge) Clerk of Court within days/months 3;120 g
§56-1-286 (DUl Breath Test) $25 $
§14-1-212 (Law Enforcement Funding) $25 $ ’ZS
§14-1-213 (Drug Court Surcharge) $150 $
§34-11-70(b)and(c), and.34-11-90(c)and(d) (Admin Fraud Check Court Costs) $41 3
§50-21-114 (BUI Breath Test Fee) $50 3
§56-5-2942(J) (Vehicle Assessment) $40/ea $
3% to County (if paid in installments) TBD 3
[J] Appointed PD or appoirited ather counsel. Provisio requires $500 to be paid to Clerk
during probation and shall be collected before any other fees. $500 $
[, §17-3-45(B) Unpaid Application Fee to be paid to the Public Defender Fund $40 $
/ y TotAL  _\25
Clegk of Court/Deputy Clerk . =
fmgm (aS50 QU1 8 é(a£g clgalvs sconame
Court Reporter Judge Code  Sentdnce'Date  Pres! ing Judge 2025027






STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA Senience vraer IN THE GOURT OF GENERAL SESSIONS
INDICTMENT/CASE#: 2025 -GS-  B7=04301-5AG

COUNTY OF LEXINGTON ; AWE 2024A3210201021
STATE g ) Daté of Offense: November 2023
JASON COOKE BONEY ; S.C.Code§  16-03-0655(A)2)
AKA: SSN: XXX-XX- 6423 3 CDR Code #: 3022
RACE: WHITE SEX: MALE poB: 02/01/1985 ) Range of Offense: 10 - 30 Years

In disposition of the above indictment comes now the Defendant who was CONVICTED OF D or PLEADS

TO: Assault and Battery 1st Degree Range of Offense Pled 0 -10 Years

In violation of §  16-03-0600(C)(1) of the S$.C. Code of Laws, bearing CDR Code # 3661

[V] NON-VIOLENT [ JVIOLENT [ ]SERIOUS [ |MOST SERIOUS [ | MANDATORY GPS [ J§ 17-2545

¢ -
e charge i D — D Lesser Included O (CSC w/minor st or CSC w/minor 3rd)
Offense, . Presentment to Grand Jury.

, Chp 0 18 YY3,
The plea is{_|wio Rec/Negotiations [v/]Negotiated W &rpS UpON 1R ¢4, |Recommendation

AAG Clarissa N. Guerrero 104653 XA'-\’ Brian R. Shealey Jr. 77467
Solicitor SCBar#,~ Y N/ Attorney for Defendant SC Bar #

The Defendant is committed tothe [¥ SCDC [ County Detention Center [ | Home Incarceration Program
for a determinate term of ___(9_ days/month ime Served [J YOANTE ________ years and/or shall pay a
fine of §. ;provided thatupon the serviceof . = days/months/years/Time Served and or payment

of $ plus costs and assessments as applicable® ; balance is suspended with probation for ___ monthsfyears

and subject to SCDPPPS standard conditions of proszatj}mhich are incorporated by reference. ov[6V-025) @-5,3&) -0 17/3 A

The sentence shall run [[] CONCURRENT or CONSECUTIVE to sentence on: K095 4'5 I D L/BOQ
he Defendant is ta be given credit for time served pursuant to S.C. Code § 24-13-40 to be calculated and applied by SCDC.

"3

E |l5 D /months O To include time spent on monitored house arrest prior fo irial and sentencing.

SPECIAL CONDITIONS:
[ _etup
No Contact with Victim [:] Domestic Violence Intervention Program [ Hold for Inpatient Treatment
Sex Offender Registry pursuant to S.C. Code § 23-3-430 [ SAC/MHC if neccessary

B)entml Registry of Child Abuse and Neglect pursuant to S.C: Code § 17-25-135.

Other: m/lm L/LGJ/‘Q 4/05 whin

[0 RESTITUTION See Separate Order

Restitution $

FINE: 8
14-1-206 (Assessments 107.5% - =

§ ¢ ) Fine/Costs and Assessments are to be paid to the 5
§14-1-211 (A)(1) Conv. Surcharge) $100 $ DO
§14-1-211 (A)(2)(DUI Surcharge) $100 $ -
§56-5-1995 (DUI Assessment Clerk of Courtwithin___ days/months s 3
§56-1-286 (DU Breath Test) $25 $
§14-1-212 (Law Enforcement Funding) $25 $ 2.9
§14-1-213 (Drug Court Surcharge) $150 $
§34-11-70(b)and{c), and 34-11-90(¢)and(d) (Admin Fraud Check Court Costs) $41 $
§50-21-114 (BUI Breath Test Fee) 250 $
§56-5-2842(J) (Vehicle Assessment) $40/ea $
3% to County (if paid in installments) TBD $
[:] Appointed PD or appointed other counsel. Provisio requires $500 to be paid to Clerik

during probation and shall be collected before any ather fees. $500 $
O §17-3-45(B) Unpald Application Fee to be paid to the Public Defender Fund 340 $

TOTAL YN}

m (/u,\/ SCCA217B

2025-01-27

17/

Clerk of CourUDepuly Clerk

Yanna Cassin 1A &

Court Reporter Judge Code  Sentence Date

Presjling Judge





DISPOSITION SHEET

NAME OF DEFENDANT [OSoy) (OOLe Bpped

WARRANT/TICKET NUMBER(S) Z072A232 1020210 l

CHARGES(S) SeXUal gxploitaion of g Miymy,

Sewd Deg ree

ARRESTING AGENCY | LCSD

v

DISMISSED PTI JUDICIALLY REMANDED DISMISSEDAT  FAIL TO RESTORE
DISMISSED PRELIMINARY  APPEAR

REASON _DU(SUaNY 10 Dled ofex

OTHER
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