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August 11, 2026 

The Honorable Jenny Abbott Kitchings 
Clerk, South Carolina Court of Appeals 
Post Office Box 11629 
Columbia, South Carolina 29211 

RE: Sylecia McIntyre v. State – Appellate Case No. 2026-001598 

Dear Ms. Kitchings: 

The above-referenced matter is currently pending before this Court after the appellant, 
Sylecia McIntyre, filed a pro se “Emergency Motion for Supersedeas and Stay” on July 21, 2026.  
Through that motion, Ms. McIntyre asks this Court to issue an order pursuant to Rule 245 of the 
South Carolina Appellate Court Rules staying execution of the $647 fine imposed after she was 
convicted of driving under suspension in the Spartanburg County Magistrate Court in April of 
2026 along with “any contempt or incarceration threatened” while her accompanying petition for 
a writ of certiorari remains pending.   

On August 10, 2026, this Cout asked the State to file a return to McIntyre’s motion 
within ten days.  Please accept this letter in lieu of a formal return to the pro se motion by the 
State.   

Initially, before addressing the substance of Ms. McIntyre’s motion, the State would note 
Ms. McIntyre appears to have incorrectly filed a petition for a writ of certiorari pursuant to Rule 
242 of the South Carolina Appellate Court Rules in an apparent attempt to further appeal her 
magistrate court convictions after those convictions were recently affirmed by a circuit court 
judge following an earlier appeal to the court of common pleas.  Respectfully, the appropriate 
procedure to appeal the circuit court judge’s ruling is the one set out in Rule 203 of our state’s 
appellate court rules, and timely service of a notice of appeal pursuant to that procedure is 
fundamentally necessary for proper appellate jurisdiction to exist in Ms. McIntyre’s case.  See, 
e.g., White v. State, 263 S.C. 110, 119, 208 S.E.2d 35, 39 (1974) (“[I]t is well settled that in the
absence of a notice of appeal having been given and timely served [the appellate court] has no
jurisdiction over such an appeal.”).

Meanwhile, as to the merits of the pro se motion, Ms. McIntyre is currently seeking for 
this Court to stay the collection of the $647 fine that was imposed after she was convicted of her 
magistrate court charges.  However, as reflected in both the enclosed uniform traffic tickets and  
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the receipt from the Spartanburg County Magistrate Court, Ms. McIntyre has now paid the $647 
fine as of July 23, 2026, which was a date falling two days after she filed her pro se motion 
seeking the stay.  Accordingly, Ms. McIntyre’s request for a stay related to the payment of the 
$647 fine has now been rendered moot by her subsequent payment of that fine.  See State v. 
Green, 337 S.C. 67, 71, 522 S.E.2d 602, 604 (Ct. App. 1999) (“When judgment on an issue can 
have no practical effect upon an existing case or controversy, the issue is moot.”).   
 
 Accordingly, because McIntyre’s request for relief is now moot, the State respectfully 
asks this Court to deny Ms. McIntyre’s pro se motion and decline to grant a stay that could no 
longer have any practical effect.  Thank you very much, and, if you should have any questions or 
concerns or if a more formal return is desired, please do not hesitate to contact me.   
 
        Sincerely, 

         
        Mark R. Farthing 
        Senior Assistant Deputy Attorney General 
        S.C. Bar Number 76901 
MRF/ 
 
Enclosures 
 
cc: Sylecia McIntyre, Pro Se Appellant 
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