
 
THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

In the Court of Appeals 
_______________________________ 

 
APPEAL FROM GREENVILLE COUNTY 

In the Court of Common Pleas for the Thirteenth Judicial Circuit 
 

The Honorable Jessica A. Salvini 
The Honorable Eugene C. Griffith, Jr. 

___________________________________ 
 

Case No. 2024-CP-23-03329 
___________________________________ 

 
Joseph M. Plaxco ................................................................................. Plaintiff/Respondent 
 
vs. 
 
Paul Hulsey, Cherie Durand, Kimberly Thomason, Devon 
Puriefoy, Desa Ballard, Mayra Michalski, Luis Michalski, 
and John & Jane Does ##1-14 ............................................................................ Defendants 
 
Of whom Kimberly Thomason, Devon Puriefoy, Desa 
Ballard, Mayra Michalski, and Luis Michalski are .............................................. Appellants 

___________________________ 
 

NOTICE OF APPEAL BY DEFENDANTS KIMBERLY THOMASON, DEVON 
PURIEFOY, DESA BALLARD, MAYRA MICHALSKI, AND LUIS MICHALSKI 

___________________________ 

 Defendants/Appellants Kimberly Thomason, Devon Puriefoy, Desa Ballard, Mayra 
Michalski, and Luis Michalski ("Appellants") hereby appeal from the following orders 
entered in this matter: 

1. October 3, 2024 Form 4 Order denying Defendant Desa Ballard's 
motion to dismiss Amended Complaint entered by the Honorable 
Jessica A. Salvini (attached hereto as Exhibit A); 

2. October 3, 2024 Form 4 Order denying Defendant Luis Michalski's 
motion to dismiss Amended Complaint entered by the Honorable 
Jessica A. Salvini (attached hereto as Exhibit B); 

3. October 3, 2024 Form 4 Order denying Defendant Mayra 
Michalski's motion to dismiss Amended Complaint entered by the 
Honorable Jessica A. Salvini (attached hereto as Exhibit C); 
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4. October 3, 2024 Form 4 Order denying Defendants Kimberly 
Thomason and Devon Puriefoy's motion to dismiss Amended 
Complaint entered by the Honorable Jessica A. Salvini (attached 
hereto as Exhibit D); 

5. October 29, 2024 Initial Order Regarding Motion to Reconsider 
entered by the Honorable Jessica A. Salvini (attached hereto as 
Exhibit E); 

6. November 27, 2024 Final Order Regarding Motion to Reconsider 
entered by the Honorable Jessica A. Salvini (attached hereto as 
Exhibit F); 

7. April 4, 2025 Form 4 Order denying Defendants' Motion to Set 
Aside Default and granting Plaintiff's Motion to Enter Default 
Judgment entered by the Honorable Eugene C. Griffith, Jr. (attached 
hereto as Exhibit G); 

8. April 17, 2025 Order denying Defendants' Motion to Set Aside 
Default and granting Plaintiff's Motion to Enter Default Judgment 
entered by the Honorable Eugene C. Griffith, Jr. (attached hereto as 
Exhibit H); 

9. March 12, 2026 Order and Final Judgment entered by the Honorable 
Eugene C. Griffith, Jr. (attached hereto as Exhibit I); 

10. March 12, 2026 Order for Sanctions entered by the Honorable 
Eugene C. Griffith, Jr. (attached hereto as Exhibit J); 

11. July 15, 2026 Order Denying Post Trial Motions entered by the 
Honorable Eugene C. Griffith, Jr. (attached hereto as Exhibit K); 
and 

12. July 15, 2026 Order Denying Defendants' Motion for Judgment as a 
Matter of Law entered by the Honorable Eugene C. Griffith, Jr. 
(attached hereto as Exhibit L) 
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Appellants received written notice of entry of the Order Denying Post Trial Motions 
(Exhibit K) and the Order Denying Defendants' Motion for Judgment as a Matter of Law 
(Exhibit L) on July 15, 2026.  This Notice of Appeal is timely served pursuant to Rule 
203(c), SCACR. 
 
August 11, 2026 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

BARNWELL WHALEY PATTERSON & 
HELMS, LLC 
 
By: s/ John W. Fletcher    
M. Dawes Cooke, Jr., Esq. (S.C. Bar No. 1376) 
John W. Fletcher, Esq. (S.C. Bar No. 69550) 
P.O. Drawer H 
211 King Street, Suite 300 (29401) 
Charleston, SC 29402  
(843) 577-7700   
 
Haley Hubbard, Esq. 
BALLARD & WATSON  
226 State Street  
West Columbia, SC 29169  
(803) 796-9299  
haley@desaballard.com  
 
Jessie T. Carroll, Esq. 
TRULUCK THOMASON, LLC  
3 Boyce Avenue  
Greenville, SC 29601  
(864) 331-1751  
jessie@truluckthomason.com 
Attorneys for Defendants/Appellants Kimberly 
Thomason, Devon Puriefoy, Desa Ballard, 
Mayra Michalski, and Luis Michalski 
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Other Counsel of Record: 
John T. Lay, Jr., Esq. (SC Bar No. 64526)  
GALLIVAN, WHITE & BOYD, P.A.  
1201 Main Street, Suite 1200  
Post Office Box 7368  
Columbia, South Carolina 29202  
(803) 779-1833  
jlay@gwblawfirm.com  
 
Carter R. Massingill (SC Bar No. 101802)  
Ioannis (“Ian”) G. Conits (SC Bar No. 102675)  
55 Beattie Place, Suite 1200  
Post Office Box 10589  
Greenville, South Carolina 29201  
(864) 271-9580  
cmassingill@gwblawfirm.com  
iconits@gwblawfirm.com  
Attorneys for Plaintiff/Respondent Joseph M. Plaxco 



 
THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

In the Court of Appeals 
_______________________________ 

 
APPEAL FROM GREENVILLE COUNTY 

In the Court of Common Pleas for the Thirteenth Judicial Circuit 
 

The Honorable Jessica A. Salvini 
The Honorable Eugene C. Griffith, Jr. 

___________________________________ 
 

Case No. 2024-CP-23-03329 
___________________________________ 

 
Joseph M. Plaxco ................................................................................. Plaintiff/Respondent 
 
vs. 
 
Paul Hulsey, Cherie Durand, Kimberly Thomason, Devon 
Puriefoy, Desa Ballard, Mayra Michalski, Luis Michalski, 
and John & Jane Does ##1-14 ............................................................................ Defendants 
 
Of whom Kimberly Thomason, Devon Puriefoy, Desa 
Ballard, Mayra Michalski, and Luis Michalski are .............................................. Appellants 

___________________________ 
 

PROOF OF SERVICE OF NOTICE OF APPEAL 
___________________________ 

 I certify that I have served the Notice of Appeal of Defendants/Appellants Kimberly 
Thomason, Devon Puriefoy, Desa Ballard, Mayra Michalski, and Luis Michalski on the 
above-referenced parties by email in accordance with the South Carolina Supreme Court's 
Order re: Methods of Electronic Filing and Service Under Rule 262 of the South Carolina 
Appellate Court Rules (As Amended April 24, 2024) (Appellate Case No. 2020-000447), 
on August 11, 2026, addressed to their attorneys of record: 
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4930-8969-3219, v. 1 

John T. Lay, Jr., Esq. (SC Bar No. 64526)  
GALLIVAN, WHITE & BOYD, P.A.  
1201 Main Street, Suite 1200  
Post Office Box 7368  
Columbia, South Carolina 29202  
(803) 779-1833  
jlay@gwblawfirm.com  
 
Carter R. Massingill (SC Bar No. 101802)  
Ioannis (“Ian”) G. Conits (SC Bar No. 102675)  
55 Beattie Place, Suite 1200  
Post Office Box 10589  
Greenville, South Carolina 29201  
(864) 271-9580  
cmassingill@gwblawfirm.com  
iconits@gwblawfirm.com  
Attorneys for Plaintiff/Respondent Joseph M. Plaxco 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

BARNWELL WHALEY PATTERSON & 
HELMS, LLC 
 
By: s/ John W. Fletcher    
M. Dawes Cooke, Jr., Esq. (S.C. Bar No. 1376) 
John W. Fletcher, Esq. (S.C. Bar No. 69550) 
P.O. Drawer H 
211 King Street, Suite 300 (29401) 
Charleston, SC 29402  
(843) 577-7700   
 
Haley Hubbard, Esq. 
BALLARD & WATSON  
226 State Street  
West Columbia, SC 29169  
(803) 796-9299  
haley@desaballard.com  
 
Jessie T. Carroll, Esq. 
TRULUCK THOMASON, LLC  
3 Boyce Avenue  
Greenville, SC 29601  
(864) 331-1751  
jessie@truluckthomason.com 
Attorneys for Defendants/Appellants Kimberly 
Thomason, Devon Puriefoy, Desa Ballard, and 
Margaret Miniard 
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John Fletcher

From: John Fletcher
Sent: Tuesday, August 11, 2026 12:05 PM
To: John T. Lay; Carter Massingill; 'iconits@gwblawfirm.com'
Cc: M. Dawes Cooke, Jr.; Opah Levine-Sass; Jessie Carroll; Haley Hubbard; Brandi Larobardiere
Subject: Plaxco v. Hulsey, et al., No. 2024-CP-23-03329
Attachments: Plaxco v. Hulsey NOA Ex. A (2024.10.03 Ballard Order).pdf; Plaxco v. Hulsey NOA Ex. B (2024.10.03 

Luis Michalski Order).pdf; Plaxco v. Hulsey NOA Ex. C (2024.10.03 Mayra Michalski Order).pdf; Plaxco 
v. Hulsey NOA Ex. D (2024.10.03 Thomason & Puriefoy Order).pdf; Plaxco v. Hulsey NOA Ex. E 
(2024.10.29 Initial Order Motion to Recons.).pdf; Plaxco v. Hulsey NOA Ex. F (2024.11.27 Final Order 
Motion to Recons.).pdf; Plaxco v. Hulsey NOA Ex. G (2025.04.04 Form 4 Order).pdf; Plaxco v. Hulsey 
NOA Ex. H (2025.04.17 Order).pdf; Plaxco v. Hulsey NOA Ex. I (2026.03.12 Order and Final 
Judgment).pdf; Plaxco v. Hulsey NOA Ex. J (2026.03.12 Order for Sanctions).pdf; Plaxco v. Hulsey NOA 
Ex. K (2026.07.15 Order Post-Trial Motions).pdf; Plaxco v. Hulsey NOA Ex. L (2026.07.15 Order 
JMOL).pdf; Plaxco v. Hulsey NOA POS.pdf; Plaxco v. Hulsey NOA.pdf

Importance: High

Attached hereto please find the Notice of Appeal (with Exhibits) of Defendants/Appellants 
Kimberly Thomason, Devon Puriefoy, Desa Ballard, Mayra Michalski, and Luis Michalski along with the 
Proof of Service thereof.  This is being served upon you as counsel in this matter in accordance with the 
South Carolina Supreme Court's Order re: Methods of Electronic Filing and Service Under Rule 262 of the 
South Carolina Appellate Court Rules (As Amended April 24, 2024) (Appellate Case No. 2020-
000447).  We will be electronically filing the attached with the South Carolina Court of Appeals and the 
Clerk of Court of Greenville County.  Thank you and have a great day. 
 
 
JOHN W. FLETCHER 
 
                                      

 
 

JFLETCHER@BARNWELL-WHALEY.COM  
843-577-7700  
BARNWELL-WHALEY.COM 

 

BARNWELL WHALEY PATTERSON & HELMS LLC 
211 KING STREET, SUITE 300 
CHARLESTON, SC 29401 

 
CONFIDENTIAL  
Unless otherwise indicated or obvious from the nature of the following communication, the information contained 
herein is confidential information/work product. The communication is intended for the use of the individual or 
entity named above.  If the reader of this transmission is not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that 
any dissemination, distribution or copying of this communication is strictly prohibited.   If you have received this 
communication in error or are not sure whether it is privileged, please immediately notify us by return e-mail and 
destroy any copies, electronic, paper or otherwise, which you may have of this communication. 
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