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THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA 
IN THE SUPREME COURT 

_________________________ 
 

Appeal from the Horry County 
Court of Common Pleas 

 
Benjamin H. Culbertson, Circuit Court Judge 

_________________________ 
 

Lower Court Case No. 2011-CP-26-3907 
_________________________ 

 
LOUIS MICHAEL WINKLER ................................................................................ PETITIONER, 

v. 

 
STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA ..........................................................................RESPONDENT. 

 
_________________________ 

 
NOTICE OF APPEAL 

_________________________ 
 

Petitioner, Louis Michael Winkler, appeals the judgment of the Honorable Benjamin H. 

Culbertson dated May 15, 2025, and the order denying Petitioner’s motion to alter or amend the 

judgment, which had been timely filed. The order denying Petitioner’s motion to alter or amend 

the judgment was received by counsel for Petitioner on July 22, 2026, and filed with the Horry 

County Clerk on July 28, 2026. A copy of the orders on appeal are attached to this notice.  

Respectfully submitted, 
 
/s/ Emily C. Paavola 
Emily C. Paavola 
Allison Franz 

Justice 360 
900 Elmwood Ave., Suite 200 
Columbia, SC 29201 
(803) 765-1044 
emily@justice360sc.org 
allison@justice360sc.org 

August 20, 2026.  

Aug 20 2026










































































