
STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA

COUNTY OF CHESTERFIELD

Joshua Welch, individually and as Personal 
Representative of the Estate of Judith Welch,

Plaintiff,

v. 

Rehab Center of Cheraw, LLC d/b/a 
Rehabilitation Center of Cheraw; THI of 
South Carolina, LLC; Hunt Valley Holdings, 
LLC a/k/a Fundamental Long Term Care 
Holdings, LLC; THI of Baltimore, Inc.; and 
Grace Villafranca,

Defendants.

)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)

IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS
FOURTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

Civil Action No.: 2024-CP-13-00863

ORDER DENYING DEFENDANTS 
REHAB CENTER OF CHERAW, 
LLC D/B/A REHABILITATION 

CENTER OF CHERAW AND 
GRACE VILLAFRANCA’S MOTION 

TO STAY ACTION AND COMPEL 
ARBITRATION  

Center of Cheraw and Grace Villafranca’s Motion 

Court heard argument on the Motion on June 3, 2026. For the reasons set forth herein, Defendants’ 

Plaintiff filed this action on October 4, 2024, against Defendants, following Judith Welch’s 

“ ”

“ ”

Cheraw at the time of Ms. Welch’s residency and wrongful death.  

While a resident under Defendants’ care, Ms. Welch developed an unstageable sacral 

“

” upon the very first documentation of this wound in Ms. Welch’s chart –
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noted in Ms. Welch’s patient chart on January 5, 2023, Plaintiff alleges Defendants failed to follow 

Plaintiff alleges Defendants’ violations of the standards of care, Ms. Welch’s wound 

2023, Ms. Welch’s wound had advanced so far that the “

”

while in Defendants’ care, and which 

Plaintiff further alleges prior to Ms. Welch’s death, Defendants failed to prevent, monitor, 

“

”

assert that Mr. Welch and his mother’s estate are bound to an arbitration agreement that neither 

“ ”

Notably, Debra Jackson’s name appears only on the signature line of the Arbitration Agreement; 
“ ”

“ ”
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the parties relating to Ms. Welch’s admission to the facility an

Ex. B to Plaintiff’s Memorandum in Opposition

incompetent. In fact, Ms. Welch’s admitting medical records indicate no cognitive impairment

to Plaintiff’s Memorandum in Opposition.

“‘Resident’s Durable Power of Attorney for Health 

Care’/‘Residents’ Legal Guardian’/‘Resident’s Responsible Party[.]’”

“

agreement would have jurisdiction under title 28… for an ord
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”

see e.g. Moses H. Cone Mem’l Hosp. v. Mercury Constr. Corp.

“

”

“

”

“

”

“shall be…enforceable, save 

”

“

”

Defendants Cheraw and Villafranca contend that a DSS representative’s signature on an 
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“

”

“

” “

”

“

”

“

‘aris[ing] out of common law principles of contract and agency law’ could provide a basis ‘for 

go; and 5) estoppel.’”

see also Bridas v. S.A.P.I.C. v. Gov’t of Turkmenistan
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“Agency is the fiduciary relationship that arises when one person (a ‘principal’) manifests 

another person (an ‘agent’) that the agent shall act on the principal’s behalf and subject 

to the principal’s control.”

“

”

“ ”

“

”

“

”

upon Mr. Pace’s admission to the defendant nursing facility. 
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“ ”

”

“ ”

the Court of Appeal’s grant of a motion to compel arbitration, holding that a daughter lacked 

authority to execute an arbitration agreement upon her father’s admission to an assis

Defendants Cheraw and Villafranca provide no context for Ms. Welch’s admission to the 
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“ “

”

“

”

“

”

where a patient’s competence is not in question, however, one may not merely assume agency. 

“

”

’ contention

“

”
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Welch’s behalf.

ESTATE’S CLAIMS BECAUSE THE ADMISSION AGREEMENT AND 

moving party must demonstrate that 1) the nonsignatory’s claim arises under the agreement 

“

”

“

”

signed by Ms. Hodge’s husband while she was still competent, should be enforced under a theory 
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result of it. However, because the Facility allegedly caused [the mother’s] injuries 

, a case in which a decedent’s son signed an arbitration agreement upon the 

decedent’s admission to a nursing facility, the South Carolina Court of Appeals found that the 

“therefore, Appellants’ 

”

to Plaintiff’s Memorandum in Opposition
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signatory to an agreement, Defendants’ Motio

E
LE

C
TR

O
N

IC
A

LLY
 FILE

D
 - 2026 Jul 17 9:45 A

M
 - C

H
E

S
TE

R
FIE

LD
 - C

O
M

M
O

N
 P

LE
A

S
 - C

A
S

E
#2024C

P
1300863



Chesterfield Common Pleas

Case Caption: Joshua  Welch , plaintiff, et al VS   Rehab Center Of Cheraw, Llc ,
defendant, et al

Case Number: 2024CP1300863
Type: Order/Other

So Ordered
Eugene P. Warr, Jr.

Electronically signed on 2026-07-16 21:59:00    page 12 of 12
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