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This matter comes before the court by way of seven applications for post-conviction

relief filed by Raymond Edward Chestnut (Applicant) on March 27, 2015, May 12, 2015, May

15, 2015, July 16, 2015, December 28, 2015, and February 23, 2016, thereafter merged by Order

filed June 13, 2016 ("the Application"). Respondent made its Return, requesting the Application

be summarily dismissed.

I. PROCEDURAL HISTORY

Applicant is confined in the Federal Bureau of Prisons in Lewisburg, Pennsylvania on

unrelated convictions. Due to the voluminous nature of Applicant's procedural history, the

following restatement thereof is divided into three sub-sections addressing his five (5) pleas, six

(6) direct appeals, and seven (7) prior collateral actions, in that order.

PROCEEDINGS AT ISSUE

December 2002 Plea - 2002-GS-26-4656, -4739

On October 29, 2002, the Myrtle Beach Police Department ("MBPD") charged Applicant

with Enticing a Child from Attendance in School (H-345201). On November 16, 2002,

considering a wholly separate occurrence involving Applicant, the MBPD charged Applicant

with Purse Snatching (H-345227). Orrie E. West, Esq., represented Applicant on the charges.
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On December 9, 2002, Applicant waived presentment (2002-GS-26-4656, 2002-GS-26-4739;

respectively) and entered a plea of guilty as charged. The Honorable John L. Breeden, Jr.

sentenced Applicant to two (2) years confinement, suspended on two (2) years of probation on

each charge, to occur concurrently.

March 2003 Plea -2003-GS-26-802

On January 8, 2003, the MBPD charged Applicant with Contributing to the Delinquency

of a Minor (H-346040). Michael E. Suggs, Esq. represented Applicant on the charge. On March

28, 2003, Applicant waived presentment (2003-GS-26-802) and entered a plea of guilty as

charged. The Honorable John L. Breeden, Jr. sentenced Applicant to a term of three (3) years

incarceration suspended upon the service of ninety (90) days confinement, followed by three (3)

years probation.

December 2003 Plea - 2003-GS-26-3312

On August 10, 2003, the MBPD charged Applicant with Unlawful Possession of a Pistol

(H-346931). G. Scott Bellamy, Esq. represented Applicant on the charge. On December 18,

2003, Applicant waived presentment (2003-GS-26-3312) and entered a plea of guilty as charged.

The Honorable Stephen H. John sentenced Applicant to pay a fine of $250.

August 2004 Plea - 2004-GS-26-2651,-2652

On January 22, 2004, the MBPD charged Applicant with Assault with Intent to Kill (G-

283761). On January 26, 2004, the MBPD further charged Applicant with Unlawful Conduct

Towards a Child (G-283773). The Horry County Grand Jury thereafter indicted Applicant

during the June 2004 term for Unlawful Conduct Towards a Child (2004-GS-26-2652) and

during the July 2004 term for Assault With Intent to Kill (2004-GS-26-2651). William Thomas

Floyd, Esq.,  represented Applicant on the charges. On August 3, 2004, Applicant entered a plea
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of guilty to Unlawful Conduct Towards a Child and Assault of a High and Aggravated Nature.

The Honorable Jackson V. Gregory, upon recommendation by the State, sentenced Applicant to

three years confinement, suspended to time served and three years of probation for the AHAN,

and a suspended sentence of three years for unlawful conduct towards a child.

June 2005 Plea - 2004-GS-26-4448

On August 16, 2004, the MBPD charged Applicant with Possession of Crack Cocaine

(H-613567). The Horry County Grand Jury thereafter indicted Applicant during the November

2004 term for the same (2004-GS-26-4448). Michael E. Suggs, Esq. represented Applicant on

the charge. On June 6, 2005, Applicant entered a plea of guilty to the charge as indicted. The

Honorable John L. Breeden, Jr. revoked Applicant's probation and sentenced Applicant to a

concurrent term of eighteen (18) months confinement.

DIRECT APPEAL HISTORY

App. Case No. 2013-001768

Applicant filed a notice of appeal to all but one of his pleas on August 21, 2013 (2013-

001768), but did not submit a notice for the December 2003 plea. Nonetheless, Applicant

provided the South Carolina Court of Appeals a copy of the December 18, 2003 sentencing sheet

along with the rest in a September 23, 2013 filing. The Court of Appeals dismissed the appeal as

untimely on November 26, 2013 and specifically referenced the December 2003 plea along with

all the others when it did so. Applicant filed a petition for rehearing, which was denied February

26, 2014. The Remittitur issued on April 8, 2014.
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App Case No. 2014-000691

This case was filed in the South Carolina Supreme Court and, according to the South

Carolina Court of Appeals, is "ended". No further information regarding this matter is within the

knowledge of Respondent.

App. Case No. 2015-000042

Applicant filed a second notice of appeal of his plea to Possession of Crack Cocaine

2004-GS-26-4448 on January 7, 2015. The South Carolina Court of Appeals sent Applicant a

deficiency letter dated February 26, 2015, requesting sentencing sheets and a statement of when

Applicant received written notice of  judgment. On March 9, 2015, Applicant filed a copy of the

final order of one of his post-conviction relief proceedings (2012-CР-26-1814, six actions

merged), declared he received it on February 5, 2015, and requested appointment of counsel.

Applicant filed five (5) further notices of appeal from various decisions which at this time do not

appear to have been assigned their own appellate case number, but which were classified under

2015-000042. They are as follows:

.

June 8, 2015 - Notice of Appeal from underlying conviction, including the May

22, 2015 оorder by the Honorable Benjamin H. Culbertson denying Applicant's
"Motion to Vacate Conviction."

July 13, 2015 - Notice of Appeal from June 25, 2015 order by Judge Culbertson

denying Applicant's "Motion for a New Trial."

July 27, 2015 - Notice of Appeal from July 13, 2015 order by Judge Culbertson

denying Applicant's "Motion to Vacate Conviction" regarding 2003-GS-26-3312.

August 10, 2015- Notice of Appeal from a May 16, 2007 order by the Honorable

James F. Fraley regarding 2001-JU-26-154, 2001-JU-26-700.

August 13, 2015- Notice of Appeal from underlying conviction.

The Court of Appeals provided Applicant with a "Status Update of All Cases" on September 14.

2015, which stated "[Applicant's] request for appointment of counsel is pending before the
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Court." Court records do not indicate any further action has been taken with respect to this

matter since that time.

App. Case No. 2015-001194

Applicant filed on June 4, 2015 a notice of appeal, referencing by caption 2003-GS-26-

802 and 2004-GS-26-4448, from "the letter of the Law Clerk to the Honorable Steven H. John

dated April 20, 2015". The South Carolina Supreme Court dismissed the appeal the same day,

noting that nothing in the South Carolina Code or in court rules permit an appeal to be taken

from a letter signed by a judicial law clerk, and issued the remittitur on June 22, 2015.

App. Case No. 2015-001885

Applicant filed on July 27, 2015 a notice of appeal from the July 13, 2015 order by the

Honorable Benjamin H. Culbertson denying Applicant's "Motion for a New Trial" in 2003-GS-

26-3312. That same day, Applicant filed a motion for appointment of counsel. The Court of

Appeals denied Applicant's motion by Order filed September 10, 2015. Applicant failed to file

any brief and the Court of Appeals dismissed this matter by Order dated June 8, 2016. The

Remittitur issued on June 24, 2016.

App. Case No. 2015-001888

Applicant filed on August 14, 2015 a notice of appeal from his plea to Possession of

Crack Cocaine (2004-GS-26-4448), along with a "Request for a Fast and Speedy Trial". The

South Carolina Court of Appeals promptly dismissed this appeal by Order filed September 10,

2015. Applicant filed a motion to reinstate his appeal on September 21, 2015, which the Court

denied by Order filed September 30, 2015. The remittitur issued December 10, 2015.
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