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*** EXTERNAL EMAIL: This email originated from outside the organization. Please
exercise caution before clicking any links or opening attachments. ***

Good Afternoon,
 
Attached please find a letter in lieu of a formal return in The State v. Braden Spears
Bowers (2026-000479). Counsel for Appellant is copied on this email.
 
Thank you,
 
Grace Sommer, Administrative Support Manager
South Carolina Attorney General’s Office
Criminal Appeals | Office 803-734-3835 | gracesommer@scag.gov
P.O. Box 11549 | Columbia, SC 29211
scag.gov
 

 
This email, together with any attachments, may be legally privileged. If you have received it in error, please notify
the sender immediately, and then delete it from your system. This email and any replies to this email may be
subject to disclosure under the Freedom of Information Act.
 

 

mailto:gracesommer@scag.gov
mailto:ctappfilings@sccourts.org
mailto:/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=userd2ee060f
mailto:/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=user12990084
mailto:sleverett@sccid.sc.gov
mailto:gracesommer@scag.gov
https://protect.checkpoint.com/v2/r01/___http://www.scag.gov/___.YzJ1OnNjanVkaWNpYWw6YzpvOmY1YzY5ZDc0NjVjZDk0ZjlkNGIwYWU1NDI3MDIzMTg1Ojc6YTVhMTphMGExNjczN2VhMWMzMjNmZTBlOWJmOGE3NmYxNDE2MTAzYjNiMjQwY2ZiODc3NWUxOGRhZDMxOTIwZGQwYTkzOmg6VDpO







 
    ALAN  WILSON 
  ATTORNEY GENERAL 


REMBERT C. DENNIS BUILDING     ●     POST OFFICE BOX 11549    ●    COLUMBIA, SC 29211-1549    ●    TELEPHONE 803-734-3970    ●   FACSIMILE 803-253-6283 
 


September 1, 2026 
 
The Honorable Jenny A. Kitchings 
Clerk, South Carolina Cout of Appeals 
Post Office Box 11629 
Columbia, South Carolina 29211 
 
 RE:  State v. Braden Spears Bowers – Appellate Case No. 2026-000479 
 
Dear Ms. Kitchings: 
 
 The above-referenced criminal appeal is currently pending before this Court.  On August 
28, 2026, Appellant Braden Spears Bowers—via appellate counsel—filed a motion entitled 
“Petition for Order to Unseal Court’s Exhibits and Continue Abeyance Hold.”  Through that 
motion, Bowers asks this Court to: (1) issue an order unsealing Court’s Exhibit # 1 (Order for 
Bail) and Court’s Exhibit # 2 (Consent Order), which were introduced under seal at Bowers’s 
guilty plea hearing;1 and (2) continue holding the appeal in abeyance until the matter has been 
ruled upon.  The State respectfully asks this Court to please accept this letter in lieu of a formal 
return to Bowers’s motion.   
 
 In response to Bowers’s motion, the undersigned counsel for the State reached out to one 
of the solicitors involved in the prosecution of Bowers’s case to ascertain whether unsealing the 
currently-sealed court’s exhibits at this time would pose any issues.  Based on the information 
received in response to that inquiry, it appears unsealing the exhibits could potentially pose a 
safety risk to Bowers himself.  Accordingly, the State respectfully asks this Court to: (1) deny 
Bowers’s request to fully unseal the previously-sealed court’s exhibits at this time; (2) issue an 
order directing Court’s Exhibit # 1 and Court’s Exhibit # 2 be transported to this Court under 
seal; and (3) permit both counsel for the State and Bowers’s appellate counsel to review the 
exhibits under seal once those sealed exhibits have been successfully transported to the Court.  
Furthermore, please be advised that, prior to submitting this response to Bowers’s motion, the 
undersigned counsel for the State consulted with Bowers’s appellate counsel about the State’s 
proposed alternative remedy, and Bower’s appellate counsel indicated she does not oppose the 
State’s request.   
 
 Thank you very much, and, if you should have any questions or concerns or if a more 
formal return is desired, please do not hesitate to contact me.   
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1 To aid in this Court’s resolution of the matter, a copy of the full eight-page transcript from 
Bowers’s guilty plea hearing has been included with the State’s letter return.   
 







 


 
 


        Sincerely, 
 


         
        Mark R. Farthing 
        Senior Assistant Deputy Attorney General 
        S.C. Bar Number 76901 
 
MRF/ 
 
Enclosure  
 
cc: Wanda H. Carter, Esq. (via electronic service) 
 Victim Advocacy Division  
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