
From: Lauren Vriesinga
To: Court Of Appeals Filings; Townes Johnson; Joel Milliken
Cc: Chris Ogiba; Townes Johnson; Daniel Fuerst
Subject: RE: T. Cox Builders, LLC v. Piedmont Vacant Properties, LLC Appellate Case No. 2025-002252
Date: Tuesday, August 18, 2026 3:36:33 PM
Attachments: Affidavit of Tom Scott.pdf

04.13.2026 COA Order Denying MTD Appeal.pdf
Respondents" Proof of Service (08.18.2026).pdf

*** EXTERNAL EMAIL: This email originated from outside the organization. Please
exercise caution before clicking any links or opening attachments. ***

Dear Clerk,
 
Please accept for filing the attached Affidavit of Tom Scott pursuant to Rule 240(c)(3),
SCACR, in support of Respondents’ positions set forth in their March 23, 2026 Motion to
Dismiss and Respondents’ Initial Brief. While the Court denied Respondents’ Motion by
Order dated April 13, 2026, the Court expressly authorized the parties to “present[]
argument on this point in their briefs.” The Court’s Order is attached for ease of
reference.
 
A proof of service is filed contemporaneously in accordance with Rule 262, SCACR.
 
Kind regards,
Lauren Vriesinga
 
Lauren Vriesinga
Attorney at Law
T/F 843.579.7022
laurenvriesinga@mvalaw.com

 

   

​Moore​&VanAllen
78 Wentworth Street
Charleston, SC 29401-1428
843.579.7000
www.mvalaw.com

 
 
From: Court Of Appeals Filings <ctappfilings@sccourts.org> 
Sent: Tuesday, August 18, 2026 8:27 AM
To: Townes Johnson <tjohnson@sc.legal>; Court Of Appeals Filings <ctappfilings@sccourts.org>; Joel
Milliken <joelmilliken@mvalaw.com>; Lauren Vriesinga <laurenvriesinga@mvalaw.com>
Cc: Chris Ogiba <chrisogiba@mvalaw.com>; Townes Johnson <filing.sc.legal@gmail.com>; Daniel
Fuerst <danielfuerst@mvalaw.com>; Chris Cox <chriscoxrealtor@gmail.com>
Subject: RE: T. Cox Builders, LLC v. Piedmont Vacant Properties, LLC Appellate Case No. 2025-002252
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The South Carolina Court of Appeals 


JENNY ABBOTT KITCHINGS 
CLERK 


CATHERINE S. HARRISON 
CHIEF DEPUTY CLERK 


 
POST OFFICE BOX 11629 


COLUMBIA, SOUTH CAROLINA  29211 


1220 SENATE STREET 
COLUMBIA, SOUTH CAROLINA 29201 


TELEPHONE:  (803) 734-1890 
FAX:  (803) 734-1839 


www.sccourts.org 


April 13, 2026 


Mr. Townes Boyd Johnson, III, Esquire 


PO Box 9246 


Greenville SC 29604 


 


Mr. Daniel Richard Fuerst, Esquire 


78 Wentworth Street 


Charleston SC 29401 


 


Mr. Christopher A. Ogiba, Esquire 


78 Wentworth Street 


Charleston SC 29401-1428 


 


Mrs. Lauren Nicole Vriesinga, Esquire 


78 Wentworth Street 


Charleston SC 29401 


 


Re: T. Cox Builders, LLC v. Piedmont Vacant Properties, LLC 


Appellate Case No.  2025-002252 


 


 


Dear Counsel: 


 


Enclosed is the decision of the Court. Appellant's counsel must provide this Court 


with a status update regarding the transcript within ten (10) days of the date of this 


letter. 
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Very truly yours, 


 


 


 


 


CLERK 


 


 







The South Carolina Court of Appeals  


T. Cox Builders, LLC, Appellant, 


 


v. 


 


Piedmont Vacant Properties, LLC and Watson 


Engineering, Inc., Respondents. 


 


Appellate Case No. 2025-002252 


 


 
 


ORDER 


 
 


On March 23, 2026, Respondents moved to dismiss this appeal because Appellant 


paid the judgment and Respondents filed a satisfaction of judgment.  Respondents 


argue the appeal is now moot and Appellant has waived his right to appeal.  


Appellant did not file a return.  After careful consideration, we deny Respondents' 


motion to dismiss.  See Montgomery Holdings, LLC v. Merlo, Op. No. 6135 (S.C. 


Ct. App. Feb. 11, 2026) (Howard Adv. Sh. No. 6 at 11) ("Nothing in the record 


addresses the mindset of the parties in paying or accepting the judgment monies, 


but circumstances imply Merlo was seeking to avoid the sale of his property and 


pursue an appeal of the judgment.  In the absence of South Carolina case law to the 


contrary, we believe the federal law on point precludes our deciding the case based 


on waiver, mootness, or estoppel.").  However, nothing in this order prohibits the 


parties from presenting argument on this point in their briefs. 


 


 


   J. 


 FOR THE COURT 


 


Columbia, South Carolina 


 


 


cc: 


Townes Boyd Johnson, III, Esquire 


Daniel Richard Fuerst, Esquire 


Apr 13 2026







Christopher A. Ogiba, Esquire 


Lauren Nicole Vriesinga, Esquire 





		Ad Hoc by Clerk (24)
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THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA 
In The Court of Appeals 


________________________________ 


APPEAL FROM ANDERSON COUNTY 
Court of Common Pleas 


The Honorable Jane H. Merrill Circuit Court Judge 
_________________________________ 


Appellate Case No.: 2025-002252 
Case No.: 2023-CP-04-01493 


__________________________________ 


T. Cox Builders, LLC  ………………………………………………….………………..Appellant, 


v. 


Piedmont Vacant Properties, LLC and Watson Engineering, Inc. …………………Respondents. 
___________________________________ 


PROOF OF SERVICE 
__________________________________ 


This is to certify that I have this day served counsel in the foregoing matter with a copy of 


Respondents Piedmont Vacant Properties, LLC’s and Watson Engineering, Inc.’s Affidavit of 


Tom Scott via electronic mail only, addressed as follows: 


Townes B. Johnson, III 
Townes B. Johnson, III, LLC 


PO Box 9246 
Greenville, SC  29604 


tjohnson@sc.legal  
filing.sc.legal@gmail.com 


Counsel for Appellant 
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Respectfully submitted,  


s/ Lauren N. Vriesinga 
Christopher A. Ogiba (SC Bar No. 70666) 
Lauren N. Vriesinga (SC Bar No. 100658) 
Moore & Van Allen PLLC 
78 Wentworth Street 
P.O. Box 22828 
Charleston, SC 29413-2828 
Telephone: (843) 579-7000 
Email: chrisogiba@mvalaw.com  


laurenvriesinga@mcalaw.com  


Attorneys for Respondents  


August 18, 2026
Charleston, South Carolina 







 
The Court has received your filing. A stamped copy is attached for your records.
 
Thank you!
 
 
 

South Carolina Court of Appeals
Clerk’s Office
1220 Senate Street
Columbia, SC 29201
Filings: ctappfilings@sccourts.org
Phone: (803) 734-1890

 
 

From: Townes Johnson <tjohnson@sc.legal> 
Sent: Monday, August 17, 2026 5:49 PM
To: Court Of Appeals Filings <ctappfilings@sccourts.org>; Joel Milliken <joelmilliken@mvalaw.com>;
Lauren Vriesinga <laurenvriesinga@mvalaw.com>
Cc: Chris Ogiba <chrisogiba@mvalaw.com>; Townes Johnson <filing.sc.legal@gmail.com>; Daniel
Fuerst <danielfuerst@mvalaw.com>; Chris Cox <chriscoxrealtor@gmail.com>
Subject: Re: T. Cox Builders, LLC v. Piedmont Vacant Properties, LLC Appellate Case No. 2025-002252

 

*** EXTERNAL EMAIL: This email originated from outside the organization. Please exercise
caution before clicking any links or opening attachments. ***

Dear Clerk:
 
Attached, please find Appellant's Reply Brief and Appellant's Motion to Exclude the Affidavit of
Tom Scott.
 
Regards, 
 
Townes Johnson

From: Court Of Appeals Filings <ctappfilings@sccourts.org>
Sent: Monday, August 10, 2026 8:12 AM
To: Joel Milliken <joelmilliken@mvalaw.com>; Lauren Vriesinga <laurenvriesinga@mvalaw.com>;
Court Of Appeals Filings <ctappfilings@sccourts.org>
Cc: Chris Ogiba <chrisogiba@mvalaw.com>; Townes Johnson <filing.sc.legal@gmail.com>; Daniel
Fuerst <danielfuerst@mvalaw.com>; Townes Johnson <tjohnson@sc.legal>
Subject: RE: T. Cox Builders, LLC v. Piedmont Vacant Properties, LLC Appellate Case No. 2025-002252

 

mailto:ctappfilings@sccourts.org
mailto:tjohnson@sc.legal
mailto:ctappfilings@sccourts.org
mailto:joelmilliken@mvalaw.com
mailto:laurenvriesinga@mvalaw.com
mailto:chrisogiba@mvalaw.com
mailto:filing.sc.legal@gmail.com
mailto:danielfuerst@mvalaw.com
mailto:chriscoxrealtor@gmail.com
mailto:ctappfilings@sccourts.org
mailto:joelmilliken@mvalaw.com
mailto:laurenvriesinga@mvalaw.com
mailto:ctappfilings@sccourts.org
mailto:chrisogiba@mvalaw.com
mailto:filing.sc.legal@gmail.com
mailto:danielfuerst@mvalaw.com
mailto:tjohnson@sc.legal


Dear Counsel:
 
The Court has received your filing. A stamped copy is attached for your records.
 
Thank you.
 
From: Joel Milliken <joelmilliken@mvalaw.com> 
Sent: Friday, August 7, 2026 5:18 PM
To: Lauren Vriesinga <laurenvriesinga@mvalaw.com>; Court Of Appeals Filings
<ctappfilings@sccourts.org>
Cc: Chris Ogiba <chrisogiba@mvalaw.com>; Townes Johnson <filing.sc.legal@gmail.com>; Daniel
Fuerst <danielfuerst@mvalaw.com>; Townes Johnson <tjohnson@sc.legal>
Subject: RE: T. Cox Builders, LLC v. Piedmont Vacant Properties, LLC Appellate Case No. 2025-002252

 

*** EXTERNAL EMAIL: This email originated from outside the organization. Please exercise
caution before clicking any links or opening attachments. ***

Dear Clerk,
 
Attached please find the Respondents’ Proof of Service, corrected to reflect today’s date
as the date of filing.
 
Thank you,
Joel Milliken
Paralegal
T/F 843.579.7037
joelmilliken@mvalaw.com

​Moore​&VanAllen
78 Wentworth Street
Charleston, SC  29401-1428
843.579.7000
www.mvalaw.com

 
 
 
 
From: Lauren Vriesinga <laurenvriesinga@mvalaw.com> 
Sent: Friday, August 7, 2026 5:03 PM
To: Court Of Appeals Filings <ctappfilings@sccourts.org>
Cc: Chris Ogiba <chrisogiba@mvalaw.com>; Townes Johnson <filing.sc.legal@gmail.com>; Joel
Milliken <joelmilliken@mvalaw.com>; Daniel Fuerst <danielfuerst@mvalaw.com>; Townes Johnson
<tjohnson@sc.legal>
Subject: RE: T. Cox Builders, LLC v. Piedmont Vacant Properties, LLC Appellate Case No. 2025-002252
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Dear Clerk:
 
Attached please find the Initial Brief of Respondents, Respondents’ Designation of
Matter, and Proof of Service.
 
Kind regards,
Lauren
 
From: Court Of Appeals Filings <ctappfilings@sccourts.org> 
Sent: Monday, June 8, 2026 11:21 AM
To: Townes Johnson <tjohnson@sc.legal>; Court Of Appeals Filings <ctappfilings@sccourts.org>
Cc: Daniel Fuerst <danielfuerst@mvalaw.com>; Chris Ogiba <chrisogiba@mvalaw.com>; Lauren
Vriesinga <laurenvriesinga@mvalaw.com>; Townes Johnson <filing.sc.legal@gmail.com>; Janet
Donahue <janetdonahue@mvalaw.com>; Chris Cox <chriscoxrealtor@gmail.com>
Subject: RE: T. Cox Builders, LLC v. Piedmont Vacant Properties, LLC Appellate Case No. 2025-002252

 
EXTERNAL EMAIL - USE CAUTION
 
The Court has received your filing. A stamped copy is attached for your records.
 
Thank you!
 
From: Townes Johnson <tjohnson@sc.legal> 
Sent: Monday, June 8, 2026 11:06 AM
To: Court Of Appeals Filings <ctappfilings@sccourts.org>
Cc: Daniel Fuerst <danielfuerst@mvalaw.com>; Chris Ogiba <chrisogiba@mvalaw.com>; Lauren
Vriesinga <laurenvriesinga@mvalaw.com>; Townes Johnson <filing.sc.legal@gmail.com>; Janet
Donahue <janetdonahue@mvalaw.com>; Chris Cox <chriscoxrealtor@gmail.com>
Subject: Re: T. Cox Builders, LLC v. Piedmont Vacant Properties, LLC Appellate Case No. 2025-002252

 

*** EXTERNAL EMAIL: This email originated from outside the organization. Please exercise
caution before clicking any links or opening attachments. ***

Dear Clerk:
 
Attached, please find Appellant's Initial Brief, Designation of Matter and Proof of Service in the
above referenced matter.  
 
Regards, 
 
Townes Johnson
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Townes B. Johnson III

(O) 864-757-4899  ǀ  (C) 864-325-2528  ǀ (E) tjohnson@sc.legal

Mailing:  PO Box 9246 ǀ Greenville, SC 29604

Physical: Canal Insurance Building, Suite 302

Website ǀ Blog ǀ vCard

 

PRIVILEGED AND CONFIDENTIAL:  This electronic message (including any attachments) is intended only for the use of the individual or entity to
which it is addressed and may contain information that is attorney-client privileged, may be confidential work product, or may be exempt from
disclosure under applicable law.  If the reader of this message is not the intended recipient or the employee or agent responsible for delivering the
message to the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution or copying of this communication is wrongful, is strictly
prohibited, and may subject you to civil liability.  If you have received this communication in error, please immediately notify us by telephone at 864-
757-4899 or by return e-mail, and destroy any copies (electronic, paper, or otherwise) that you may have of this communication.

DEBT COLLECTOR:  This firm collects debts for mortgage lenders and other creditors.  Any information obtained will be used for that purpose. 
However, if you have previously received a discharge in bankruptcy, this message is not and should not be construed as an attempt to collect a debt, but
only as an attempt to enforce a lien.

IRS CIRCULAR 230 NOTICE: Any statements regarding tax matters made herein, including any attachments, are not formal tax opinions by this firm,
cannot be relied upon or used by any person to avoid tax penalties, and are not intended to be used or  referred to in any marketing or promotional
materials.  Moreover, any tax advice contained in this e-mail or any attachment hereto is not intended to be used, and cannot be used, to avoid penalties
posed under the Internal Revenue Code. 

 

~~~ CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE ~~~ This message is intended only for the addressee and
may contain information that is confidential. If you are not the intended recipient, do not
read, copy, retain, or disseminate this message or any attachment. If you have received
this message in error, please contact the sender immediately and delete all copies of
the message and any attachments.
 

CONFIDENTIAL & PRIVILEGED Unless otherwise indicated or obvious from the nature of the following communication, the
information contained herein is attorney-client privileged and confidential information/work product. The communication is
intended for the use of the individual or entity named above. If the reader of this transmission is not the intended recipient, you
are hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution or copying of this communication is strictly prohibited. If you have
received this communication in error or are not sure whether it is privileged, please immediately notify us by return e-mail and
destroy any copies, electronic, paper or otherwise, which you may have of this communication. Thank You.

Moore & Van Allen

CONFIDENTIAL & PRIVILEGED Unless otherwise indicated or obvious from the nature of the following communication, the
information contained herein is attorney-client privileged and confidential information/work product. The communication is
intended for the use of the individual or entity named above. If the reader of this transmission is not the intended recipient,
you are hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution or copying of this communication is strictly prohibited. If you
have received this communication in error or are not sure whether it is privileged, please immediately notify us by return e-
mail and destroy any copies, electronic, paper or otherwise, which you may have of this communication. Thank You.

Moore & Van Allen 
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