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SUMTER COUNTY MASTER IN EQUITY

MICHAEL M. JORDAN

Physical Address: (803)774-3884 Mailing Address:
10 Law Range (803)774-3886 racsiMiLE 13 E. Canal Street
Sumter, SC 29150 sumtercountymnie(@ftc-i.net Sumter, SC 29150

MEMORANDUM AS TO 2024-CP-43-02109, Parker & Black v. Doe
The issue for determination in this case is whether Ella (Edna) Willis Williams is one and
the same person as Ella (Edna) Murphy, and a descendant of Phyllis Weathers. Plaintiff
contends the answer is no, and Defendant contends the answer is yes.

My hearing notes reflect the following:

Plaintiff’s witnesses: Plaintiff’s Exhibits:
Celestine Parker A,B,C,D,E, F,G,H,I

Daniel Canty
Loretta Black

Defendant’s witnesses: Defendant’s Exhibits:
Valerie McCray A,B,C,D

Vernetta Swinton
Vera Williams Bower

Underlying the above issue is ownership of approximately 8.75 acres of real property
located in Sumter County. It is undisputed that Celestine Parker paid the property taxes on such

property for 20 plus years, before Ms. McCray changed the name on the property tax card and

bill.

Parker testified that from her research she believed Ella Willis was born in 1916, while

Ella Murphy was born in 1912. She contends the birth of a child to Ella Willis was unrealistic

due to her young age.



Plaintiff’s Exhibit A is a family tree document indicating that Priscilla Geynes had no
children.

Plaintiff’s Exhibit B is a deed of distribution recorded July 11, 2000 and recites in the
attached schedule that Persicella Robinson Geynes had three (3) children, Ella Willis, Mary
Willis and Benjamin Willis; and that Ella Willis had one child, Edna W. Williams.

Parker made phone contact with William Williams some years ago to express her
concerns regarding cut timber, but was told to contact the attorney.

During the hearing the court inquired as to whether the probate court proceedings
included a determination of the issue in this case, such that res judicata or collateral estoppel
might have an effect in this case. Both counsel responded in the negative.

Plaintiff’s Exhibit C is a Death certificate for Ella Willis indicated her birth circa 1880,
and her death in 1915, but this record is not entirely clear or easily legible.

Plaintiff’s Exhibit D is a 2008 letter to the drafting attorney for Exhibit B which disputes
the deed and attached schedule, and denies the familial relationship asserted therein between
Edna Williams and Prescilla Weathers Gynes. The letter is not supported by other records or
documents. Also attached is a response from the attorney. The response is also not supported by
other records or documents.

Plaintiff’s Exhibit E is a 1998 letter to the probate court requesting relief from certain
transactions related to two estates. Attached is a portion of a recorded survey. The letter is not
supported by other records or documents.

Plaintiff’s Exhibit F is a deed of distribution recorded March 2, 1995.

Plaintiff’s G is a select documents from condemnation proceedings filed in Sumter

County. The notice states William Williams and Juliaette Blanding are heirs of Edna W.



Williams. Defense counsel in this action served as Guardian ad litem in the condemnation
action.

Parker testified that in 2002, the treasurer, assessor and auditor listed Phyllis Wethers, et
al for the property. In 2003, SCDOT initiated condemnation proceedings for a sidwealk along
Loring Mill Road and defense counsel served as the Guardain ad litem is that case.

Plaintiff’s Exhibit H is a 2024 letter from Defense counsel with attached death records for
Ella C. Murphy and Edna Earl Willis Williams. The certificate for Ella Murphy recites a date of
death of March 11, 1974 at age 62 years, and her parents were Pinkney Willis and Priscilla
Wethers. The informant is listed as Edna Williams, daughter. The certificate for Edna Williams
recites a date of death of May 26, 1997 at age 80 years.

Plaintiff’s Exhibit [ is a notarized statcment from a non-testifying witness opining as to a
central issue in the case, admitted for identification only. Defendant’s objections as to heresay
and inability to cross examine were sustained. [ have not considered the substance of the
affidavit.

Canty and Black both affirmed the testimony of Parker as to family history and the issue
(none) of Phyllis Weathers.

Mrs. McCray testified that Ella Murphy died in 1974 and her mother was Priscella. Edna,
the daughter of Ella, was a descendant of Priscilla, and the grandmother of McCray. Ella passed
in 1974 and Edna passed in 1997. From her research McCray was certain of the familial

realtionship.

Defendant’s Exhibit A is a social security death index record, indicating Ella Murphy was

born August 15, 1888 and died March 1974 at the age of 88 years.



Defendant’s Exhibit B is a handwritten census report from 1910. It contains the name,

Priscilla Willis with three children: Benjamin, Mary and Ella. This is consistent with the deed of

distribution recorded July 11, 2000.

Defendant’s Exhibit C, is a handwritten census report from 1900. It contains the name,
Priscella Willis with three children: Benjamin, Mary and Ella.

Defendant’s Exhibit D, a 1943 probate petition in the estate of Louise Richards, lists
Benjamin Willis, Ella Clark, and Mary Dicks 1n series and to the right lists Priscilla Gynes.

Swinton and Bower both affirmed the testimony of McCray as to family history and the
issue of Phyllis Weathers.

The greater weight of the evidence presented through testimony and exhibits supports that
Priscella Robinson Gynes had three children: Ben, Mary and Ella. Ella is the mother of Edna and
thus Edna is a descendant of Phyllis Weathers as asserted by Defendant. The evidence is not
entirely consistent and some records are difficult to discern, but the weight of evidence supports
the determination above.

[ am asking Mr. Brooks to prepare a proposed order and submit to me via e-file after

review by Mr. Connor. If I have omitted anything, please let me know. Thank you both for your

work in this matter.



STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA ) COURT OF COMMON PLEAS

) THIRD JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
COUNTY OF SUMTER ) 2024-CP-43-2109
Celestine Parker and Loretta Black.
Plaintiff
_VS_

lohn Doe. Jane Doe, Richard Roe, Mary Roe, Intants, Insanc Persons and Incompetents, Being
Fictitious Names, Designating as a Class Any Unknown Person or Persons, Whose Tur Names are
Unknown. Who May be an Heir, Distributee, Devisce. Legatee, Wido, Widower, Issue, Personal
Representative, Executor, Administrator, Successor, Creditor, Assign and/or alienee of Phillis
Weathers; Valarie McCray, Harry Burns, Alma Jackson, Lynn Neely, Matthcw Peterson. Carolyn
Dupree, Gary Dupree, Greogry Dupree, Edith Davis, May Thelma McGee, Rodney Pitts, Denise
Pitts, Sheryl James, Marie Gilespie, Eugene Canty, Ethel Swain, Amanda Canty, Connic Canty,
Alexander Canty, Clarence Canty, Jr., Daniel Canty, Luther Brogdon, Everette Brogdon, Naomi
Brogdon, Obar Davis, Wilaba Brogdon, Michelle Thompson, Harold Brogdon, Jr., Janice
Brogdon, Lillie Mae Cleaveland Payton, Brian Canty, Gloria Canty, Herbert Canty, Randolph
Gaymon, Alvin L. Gaymon, Emestine Gaymon, Aaliyaa Hasan. Tahcedah Griftin, Eugene
Dowling, Sheryl Dowling, Donna Dowling, Sherly Richards, Gail White, Debra White, Dana
White, Damon White, Daniclle White, Also Any and All Other Persons or Legal Entitics, Known
and Unknown, having or claiming and Right, Title, Lstate, Interest in or Lien upon the Real
Property Described in the Complaint,
Defendants.

ORDER

MASTER IN EQUITY: MICHAEL M. JORDAN
DATE: May 27, 2025
PLAINTIFF’S COUNSEL: William M. Connor, V

COUNSEL FOR Defendant McCray: Charles T. Brooks, 111

This matter comes before me pursuant to a Summons and Quict Title Action concerning a
tract of land situate in the County of Sumter, State of South Carolina as filed by the Plaintiffs on
or about December 2. 2024.

The Plaintiffs file this action in order to Quict Title to a tract of land indicated as Parcel
No.: 205-00-01-006, physically located on Loring Mill Road in Sumter County, South Carolina.

The subject property is currentiy titled in the names of Phyllis Weathers, et al. Phyllis Weathers
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is a deceased person, having passed away in or around 1920. The Plaintitfs and named Defendants
are all descendants of Phyllis Weathers. The Plaintiffs allege in their Complaint that the Defendant
Valarie McCray 1s not a legitimate heir or descendant of the late Ms. Weathers and therefore has
no interest in the subject property. The Plaintiffs request any and all named Defendants set forth
their claims to the subject property, the adverse claims of the subject property be determined and
a decree or title to this subject property in the names of the valid heirs of Phyllis Weathers.

The Defendant McCray asserts that she is the natural daughter of Juliaette Blanding, who
is the natural daughter of Edna Williams. Further the Defendant asserts that Edna Williams is the
daughter of Ella Clark Murphy (née Willis), a daughter of Persicella Robinson Geynes, a/k/a
Priscilla Weathers Willis. The Plaintiffs, in their Complaint, have made an allegation that Ella
Clark Murphy (née Willis) was not a child of Persicella Robinson Geynes a/k/a Priscilla Weathers
Willis and therefore dispute the conveyance of the interest of Persicella Robinson Geynes a/k/a
Priscilla Weathers Willis, in this subject property to the heirs and descendants ot Edna W. Williams
or Ella Clark Murphy (née Willis), of whom the Defendant McCray is descended.

The parties were properly notified of the Hearing to be commenced on this date as
appropriate and as evidenced with the Notice of Hearing and Proot of Delivery on tile with Clerk
of Court for Sumter County, as filed by the Plaintiffs.

Present before me at this hearing were the Plaintiffs along with their counsel of record,
William M. Connor, V, of the Orangeburg County Bar. Also present was named Defendant Valarie
McCray, and she was represented by counsel. Charles T. Brooks, I11, of the Sumter County Bar.
No Guardian ad Litem Nisi was appointed to represent the interests of John Doe, Jane Doe, Richard

Roe or Mary Roe. in this matter.
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The Plaintiffs offered their testimony in this matter along with their witness, Mr. Canty,
who also testified in support of the Plaintiffs assertion regarding the family history and lineage as
known to him regarding the lineage of Phyllis Weathers. The Plaintiffs also provided Exhibits in
support of their claims and requests in this matter: including the Plaintiff’s “Family Tree” which
indicates that “Priscilla Geynes™ had no children, a July 19, 2000, (Plaintiffs Exhibit A); Deed of
Distribution with an attached schedule indicating three children of Persicella Robinson Geynes,
Ella Willis, Mary Willis and Benjamin Willis (Plaintifts Exhibit B); Death Certificate of Ella
Willis (Plaintiffs Exhibit C); a 2008 letter to the Attorney who prepared the Deed of Distribution
in July 2000, disputing the familial relationship between Edna Williams and Persicella Robinson
Geynes and the response from that attorney (Plaintiffs Exhibit D); a 1998 letter to the Probate
Court requesting relief (Plaintiffs Exhibit E); a March 2, 1995, Deed of Distribution (Plaintiffs
Exhibit F); documents trom a 2002-2003 SCDOT Condemnation action against the subject
property filed in order to obtain access to the property to construct a sidewalk along Loring Mill
Road (Plaintiffs Exhibit G); a 2024 letter from Detendant McCray’s counsel with the death
certificate information for Ella Murphy and Edna Williams (Plaintiffs Exhibit H); and a
notarized statement from a non-testifying witness opining on a central issue in the case, which
the court accepted for identification only (Plaintiffs Exhibit 1). The Court sustained an objection
from defense counsel in regards to the provision of the Affidavit of a non-testifying witness.
There was no raised objection or Motion made by the Plaintiff or her counsel in this proceeding
regarding the service of counsel for the Defendant McCray in the previous action of
condemnation as the guardian twenty-three years preceding the initiation of this action.

The Defendant McCray offered her testimony in this matter along with her witnesses

Vera Williams Bower and Vernetta Swinton, who both testified affirming the testimony of the
Page 3 of 9



Respondent went to the tax’s office and changed my name to hers, without any
notification to me. My name has been on the tax statement since 1994 and in the Clerk of
Court’s office in Sumter, since 2006, as | was selected as the contact person for this family.
Where would we be if taxes had not been paid for over 30 years. One year, 2023 is the only
time taxes were paid by Respondent. At no time did Respondent, her mother or Uncle contacted
me about property or taxes.

Willie Williams died, [ don’t know when, I was not notified. Juliette died in 2023, No
one notified me. We found out in 2024, that Juliette died. In 2024 when I did not receive the tax
statement [ inquired as to why. [ then came to Sumter and went to the Auditor’s office and then
to the Assessor’s office and there, T found out that the Respondent had taken my name off and
placed her name as owner. There was no notification to me or any other real descendant.

The Respondent’s siblings gave the Respondent Title To Real Estate in 2024. In the
same year, the Title To Real Estate was given to the Respondent without any notification to any
other descendant. This was through her Attorney to the Probate Court. There has been no proof
that the Respondent or her siblings were ever entitled to this property as it had not been a hearing
of any kind to determine that any of them were descendants. We were not aware that this was
happening as [ especially was not notified in order to defend my rights.

[n all of the years that Edna Williams lived, she never said to anyone that she was a
descendant of Phyllis Weathers or any mention of the land.

There was a hearing on May 27, 2025 in the Master in Equity and a Memorandum from
the Judge in July, 2025. The Memorandum was denoting the mother of Edna Williams and that
was not what the hearing should have been about. We were there to determined if one of the

three Ellas presented 1o the Court was the daughter of Priscilla Gynes.



FACTS

c
The 1/3 interest to the land was invalid as the Attorney stated to me in writing that he took what
Willie Williams said and did not do a title search 2000.

Death Certificate presented to the Courts, by Willie Williams stated that Ellis Willis,
who died in 1915 was the mother of Edna Willis Williams, who was born in 1916.

Respondent in 2023, 23 years later, came up with an announcement from Dailey Item
stating that Ella C. Murphy who was Edna William's mother was born in 1912 and died 1974.
Edna Williams was born 1916. When that didn’t work, Respondent came up with a death
certificate that stated Flla C Murphy was born 1888 and died 1974, making her around 86.
Priscilla being born in 1876, making her 12 years old.
Research came out that:
1. Ellis Willis’s mother was Elizabeth White and father was Steve Brailsford.
Ellis Willis was married to Henry Willis and they had 2 children according to the 1900 census,

Mary E and Steven Benjamin, who were in the household.of Ella and Henry Willis.

[N

. Ella C. Murphy according to census, she had 1 son and her maiden name was Leary.
3. Perscilla Gynes lived in Ashville, North Carolina with her husband Marshall Gynes.
Respondent has stated in the reply Brief that Perscilla was not married when she had
these children. This is untrue. In 1918, she and her husband were buying property in Ashville,
North Carolina. His name was Marshall Gynes.
Pinkney Willis’s according to the Respondent’s presentation was that Pinkney was
married to Perscilla Gynes. Pinkney Willis was born in 1866, Perscilla born in 1876. Pinkney

was 34 years old and had been married for 12 years, making him 22 yrs old. Perscilla was 24 yrs



old in 1900, so being married for 12 yrs, that made her 12 yrs old with 3 children. That is

impossible.

We as Appellants believe this act of Respondent was invalid and done in a malicious way as
not contacting me before she removed my name. At the time of removing my name and being
given Title to Real Estate througth her Attorney was a malicious act. Property that has been in
our family for many years, goes from heirs to one owner without any notification to anyone.

The Appellee’s Attorney going to Probate and filing and giving Ms McCray A Title to Real
Estate, not acknowledging that the estate of Phyllis Weathers’s grandaughter, Gardenia Brogdon
had done a Deed of Distribution in 1994 for 1/26, Willie Williams did a Deed of Distribution in
2000 for 1/3 interest and in 2024 , Appellee’s Attorney did a Deed of Distribution for 1/8
interest.

To recap, there were three Deeds of Distribution before Appellee’s Attorney filed through
the Probate Court, giving Ms McCray ,A Title to Real Estate without any notification to anyone.
Appellee’s Attorney was also the Guardian ad I.item for this same family in 2004, and it

was 2024 when we tound out he was representing the Appellee. We then said it showed a

Conflict of Interest



ARGUMENT

THE TRIAL COURT INCORRECTLY DETERMINED THE VALID INTEREST OF THE
RESRQNDENT INTHE SUBJECT OE THE DESCENDANTS

THE TRIAL JUDGE INCORRECTLY OMITTED A VALID DOCUMENT BY SUSTAINING

AN OBJECTION BY RESPONDANT’S ATTORNEY AS THE PERSON WAS NOT THERE

REFERENCING.

Respondent’s Attorney was asked to write the Order after the Memorandum was writen by the
Judge After reading the Order, there were several discrepancies and the Appellant did in fact bring
them to the attention through our Lawyer at the time my mother was a granddaughter of Phyllis
Weathers and her knowledge was certainly more known than Respondent’s.

Respondent claimed she does not know how or why the Assessor sent her a revised account of
the acreage. Loretta Black and I had a meeting with the Assessor in December, 2024, brought proof
that what was listed was incorrect. After reviewing documents that Loretta and I brought to the

meeting, the assessor stated he would correct it.

The reason the Respondent received a copy of the revised is because A Title to Real Estate was
filed by this Attorney in the Probate, giving the Respondent sole ownership, so because Respondent’s
name was listed as owner, she received the revision, so did Loretta and I.

Notice, after all was said and done, it comes out Ella C Murphy was born in 1888, and

Pyrscilla was born in 1876, meaning Prycilla was 12 hears old .when Ells Murphy was born

Appellants had two witnesses who were the actual great-grands of Phyllis Weathers. Daniel

Cantey’s father, Clarence Cantey was a son of Lena Cantey . Loretta Black is the grand-
daughter of Angeline Dupree, who was the daughter of Lena Cantey.

Out of the thirteen children born to Lena Weathers Cantey, I personally knew ten of them, their

children and some of their grand children and to include my mother, at no time did any one of them



Pinkney Willis’s according to the Respondent presetation was that Pinkne6y was
marrieds to Perscilla Gynes

Pinkney Wil;lis was born in 1866,, Perscilla born in 1876. Pinkney was 34 years old and
had been married for 12 years, making him 22 yrs old. Perscilla was 24 yrs old in 1900,
so being married for 12 yrs, that made her 12 yrs old with 3 children. That is impossible.



FOXM NO. e

CERTIRICATR OF DEATR
TLACE OF DRATH STATZ OF 300TH camoLIng

No—For State Beghvirar Only
. Buress of Yital Staturier 18650
. 2 (e _—~ State Doacd of Healta e
vl of _";}W Regiatered X
o » ‘0 g (Yar Js ot Local Mgy alrar)
eeistray) A-mn x - m'a!..u T(wvdll-
il e -
(o, j m A Waeny T

AL PARTIC UL j

*t and wumber,)
llulauu
cir.

y—y n__.ln._v

MEDIC RILHIC TIFICATE OF mL\'rn
% DATE OF nEATm

i .f&ie Ef
Ok DIvy I‘ll
(‘»\ e the wundy { —_— D Iy ﬁnﬂ

i1 Menze
i

CLRTIFY, Thal 1 xltended deceased from

< 9 X, T S sew 28 alire se _&

e L ad et 0 earres, e the aae sated

natuer ot

2dust
fi basiness, o nusnnam i
LT A sisyery

Countey) 5 7

k

s Ve (s 3

b :Alt or / 1
M

0 luunwucr *

Coatridaiery
GECONDARY)

mm n C-.nm)

NI Cov
U MAIDEN Taxe
OF MOTHTR

=2 A (Address) 3 =
Siate the Dine 1n€ Death, or, in deathe from Vielemt tsuees,
) Heam of Tajarys i S dn Accidental, Seicdal ot Homr:

TR SRTARLIEE
OTHER
mm or (wnlﬁ)

\_—M
8 LEXGTE OF RESIDENCK (Yor Heepitats, Tastitntions, Trasatents,
1 fecent Retideais

At g

s (he

ye. Bute __yn .. ae
Siie v YT u.um.t,

1t met at place of taann?
Former ot

sanel Residence

i PZZ o 7,1 o Remeral, ng: OF DURIAL
» URDERTAKER ADD!

Aot~ """ it




DEATH CERTIFICATION

dIATE OF 50U CAROLINA =
Registrar's No BOARD Of HEALTH = '[' 005197

CERTIFICATE OF DEATH

! Binh No. Man M uMER L .
DECEASED — NAME Y PN wadt 33 DATE OF DLATH @ =0Ty, DAY, reat)

) Ella C. MURPHY | Female|; March 11, 1974

RACE wrilt, w1000, amibiCan INOIAN, TAG(—.‘M UNGES ) YEas jumdia 1 oay | OATE OF BIRTH jmOrmx, 3ar COUNTY OF DEATH
(344 ARy | IIIIIOA" L TRARY LNEY Darvy noutt Ll {3

‘ Ne%ro s 62 W | « 1912 . Sumter,
| CITY, TOWN, ¥ n OFf DEATH ‘ INADE O (T | HOSPITAL OR OTHER INSTTUTION — NAME 111 ~O1 im tmtn, Give umlmn Mumalt |

APECHT VE) OF MO

a. Sumter . yes |, 426 Council Street

STATE OF BIRTH - 1» w0t e u & o, want[CITIZEN OF WHAT COUNTRY MARRIED, NEVER MARRIED, SURVIVING SPOUSE (1r wirt, Givi haiotn mant )
cauwmr | WIDOWED DIYORCED (yreciry

' .. S: A, ) idow "

' - -
SOCIAL SECURITY NUMBER USUAL OCCUPATION (Give €140 OF ~OMa 00wt utinG =0 OF | KIND OF BUSINESS OR INDUSTRY

o 248-10-9411 A |, Ladndry Worker N

RESIDENCE— S7ATE COuUNTY Iy, TOWN, Ok LOCATION o Corv queriy | STREET ANE NUMBER
1370CY vat OB md

e S, C. __Sumter w __Sumter ue YES w 426 Council Street

TEAINER — NAME P MOTHLT — MmAIDFN N aMé [T rere— Al

W Pinkney Willis I,, Priscella Wathers

ENFORMANT —NAME MARING ADORESS

INAEIL D8 2 1D wQ , CITY C) 'Qwm. M1amt )

L,. Edna Williams (daughter) an 426 Council St., Sumter, S. C.

S ranr DEATH WAS CAUSED BY |ENTER ONLY ONE CAUSE PER LINE LOR (a), (b), AND (¢)]
" DTl E‘Avll

7
AT iin GHIE AND DlaTw

ar 2Lean? eoomen
a 0y I 2
' .
COMDITIONS, I awr, ‘
WHITH QAVE AIBE 1O | (L1}
s o] a o
nmiatSiel | o o el \ W

LVING Cavst (adt

fe)

-

€
PART M. OTHER SIGNIFICANT CONDITIONS ~ COMDMONY COMRIBUNHG 1O BRAM Bel mOY 42LATED 10 CAUM GIYEN I PABY | 1G1 AUTOPSY IF YES wedl 1=0inGs COm-
T3 8 MO. | BIGERED ik SUlRRmisunG CausE
OF Datx
e "N
HOW INJURY OCCURRED | EX1er reatu@ OF Iuwt 1 call | C2 0a01 1 Mte 181

ACCICENT, SUICIDE, MOMICIOE DATE OF TNIUNY ™ [ aomin. car. riad |FOUR
O UNOETERMINED 1 3o8crr

L] P a 00

INJURY AT wORK PLACE OF INJURY a1 #Oumt, ra2m 31ail), 1aCTC8T, -
1 308CHT *13 OF MO OINCE 10O, 11C 139y s (ATEILT Of K1 D, NO , CTY OF 1Oww, Klafd ¢

B |0 1y

’ i
CERNIHCATION — Ol oAt Tean ] oW o4y TEAR | AND WAST AW mwl/MEE aUive ON

| /819 uc:‘vuw T DEAIN CWITURRED a1 ine Pracs, O~ ™

AMENoto e 70 (.- vRal hOOY: 4T8" SOARL, Ut Sart em0, M3 ot sett
éx_;..mu.u:ua "o g ', 0 / " . 7 ) /77 9‘ M.M n[},QLM Roridpswrrm ]
w oo 1. McBonald, Jr., M. D. 7], oimyle] | /ﬁ“
bR oS~ 7 "F3' % “Cakland "amiLr, St 229153

'l:J.l.l,A." CREMATION, uTTA CEMETERY OR CREMATONYT — NAME TOCATION
n__Burial »__ Dicks-Gemetery »__ Broad St., Sumter, S. C.
DATE LwOn T, PR, BAS ;4 FUNERAINAOME — NAME AND ADDRE SI8EE1 O8 1/ 0 =Q., Ci11 OR TOwm, §Tall

m March 13 Palmer Memoriais Chapel, 304 S. Main St.',MSumter, SC 29150 N

FUNERAL DIRECTOR —§J URE 1 RECISTAAR — T s ATE RECEIVID BY LOCAL ACGISTEAR
” LN —sg0 [l ittt “L 5 1 e TP

LT 08 oW seatt

SC13065572 ISSUED SEP 23 2024

This is 4 true certification of the facty on file bn the Division of Vital Records. SC Depactment of Public
Health.

¢ -~
£ ) ph T
L/.C(‘ TN bt 7 // /
Edward D. Simmer, MD, MPH, DFAPA Caleb N. Cox
Dircctor and State Registrar Assistant State Registrar

This is wuteraiarhed paper. Da nof accept without noting watermiarh. Hold ¢o light to verify wartermark

Revivunn Date ORI )

o g




e

Bounty of

FORM NO. =

T'LACE OF DEATH

fonnship o!

or

or
Mty of

c. Townof ___

annu trict

is

_FULL NAME

BEP £ 1SONAL AND STATISTICAL Pm’nudans

GERTIFICATE OF DEATH
STATE OF SOUTHE CAROLIKA
Buteas of Vital Statistics
State Beard ¢f Heaith

File No.—For State Registrar Quly

_18b50
Registered N

" ‘o g~ (Pur i/ = of Local uesinnr)
i (1f death cccurred (n
2 Hospital er le-
T ~Ward)

slitutwon  give ita
NAME instead of
nml asd musber.)

Residence
In cuy._Trs_lu._._Dln

15333

yoge =

4 COLOR OR RACE |5 SINGI o

{
§ DATE OF D
"‘.‘.’ﬁ&%ﬂ’ 16 DATE OF DEATE
/‘7 78| OR BIVORCED ', '.y‘ =
(Write the word) Mo

3 Trade, professlen, or

‘ patticular kind of work

) Gezeral aatore of Indast

E buasizess or establishkment In
" ¥R empleyed (or employer)

llFDl(..\h ('FVT]F](‘ATE OF DEATH

. I
: L ¥ 101
H (Day) (Year,
L DATE oF BIRTE Cllnpa A ] 17 1 HEREB cr.a‘rln Thst T attended deceased from 5,
g ; £ }l rd 1o spedy (22t I last saw hx_mnu_&
: Month) )
: - D) = ‘;;;;) i %___. L) and that death occarred, om the date stated
than 1 osy. | The cu.sz CF DEATH® was a3 fallows:
? —hry ot i‘
N yrs______ mos. dys. =is.? i
CUPATION

% Pt SRR

THPLACE

(State or Conntry)

o

b 1> XaME

oP

FATHER
: «‘C/nyﬂzf Kon A S i Ly oz

n BIRX’H;LACE

HER

(State or Country)

7 CZ%/a

13 MAIDEN NAME
OF MOTHER / 0

q\_gg /’;c?

~.
B formag?)

RLE ABOVS IS TRUE TO THE BEST O I MY XNOWLEDGE

>

H%M&%

. [ state (1) Means of Injury;

_ it WL A

mwl.d..?mku_au__z_u_uﬁ_
OF MOTHER L

{State or Country) ~

| If sot at place of desth?

2

(Duration)

_1\'\_??_--&.__._611.

‘ Contributery _____
H (SECONDARY)

.
(Daratlen)___yva_____ mes _  dys
q(sl:ntd) I } :M L2 2N .

ate the Discase Causing Death, or, in deaths from Vielewt Causes,

ate. and (2) whether Accidental, Saicidal o floms-
cida

18 LERGTH OF RESIDERCE
of recent Residents

At glace

of destd __yr——en___4r%
Where was disexsc coatracted,

(Tor Mosgpitals, Iamitations, Traasiestn

In the
State __yrx____mes. 4t

“Former or

ssusl Revidence e —
it ML
K OF BURIAL

" Aot ool 25w

» u;n:nnn:n i Iwnnss’ e i
= I—,_-_::‘:}:—( S “q_




N T R TR s i 308, Lt e
& B e YRR AL W g S i Y,

‘ £ NORTH CAROLINA STATE BOARD OF HEALTH
555}4 BUREAU OF VITAL STATISTICS

-~ 7 STANDARD CERTIFICATE OF DEATH
|. PLACE "UF DEATH = =
Caunty.. EWWMR&L lon Distriet No \\— AS Certifioate Nu._Lﬂ.L

B. V. 8. Form 11

S SR

L et
Township £ or Village or
Clty e NV B2 Ward
[It death ocourred i{n a hosplital or institution, give its Name instesd of lt.rm and number)
Langth of residsnce in city or towm where death omn. = | T Ha- Iong In U. S. If of foreign dirth?. . _yra....__moa_.____ds,
2. FULL NAME Q A AL R e,
(a) Resid T No. \ Sﬁ . x_ S Ward.
(Usual place ab ) {If non-resident give city or town and State)
PERSONAL AND STATISTICAL PARTI! LARS ,1 MEDICAL CERTIFICATE OF DEATH
. 5. Siugle, Married, Widewsd, or || =
3. 8% 4. COLOR-DE ‘“"E} R e thawery | 21. DATE OF OEATH (month, day, and year) H -WD-, s
= NAA NN L 49~ j 22. | HEREBY CERTIFY, That [_attended de from
Sa. (f s ﬂa% \vwvurod. or divoresd ; 9. — 1} u}_? to. -0 s> 7
(on WIrE of . %(&N\QAM Q/\M(V\-LA ; ) jast saw bSkAsative on_ YM-Stan [ D) oD_1. death 1s sale
S—DATE OF BIRTH Conh, Any. aid s | to have cocurred on ths date stated above, ae_._%._ > S %
7. AGE Years Manths Days . 1Y LESS than The principal cause of death ond rolated causes of impOrtance in order of
B { dmy hrs Q:u wers Qs Yollows :, “Date of anset .mg
i \ or—_Amin. mM'a.Q\ \»QM_LM,_ Q13
i { 8 Trade nrolualon. or particular mn o |
1 kind of work one.-sumn-ll“ \MZ
21 sawyer, b . eta.
- [ 9. indostry or business ia which N =
o= work was dono, as si)k mill, [
=2 , saw wmill, bank, etoc.
. . 11. Total time g
HE 4o oxaomasisstzriess < = SR T G TEGry eisen of Gmporiaios Hot Tainiad 5 prjeisAl
yoar) > tlo,
! : &&AM _C,“e::-:\é_—:gﬂ_/.‘.{::'&_.: i e e
i1 (2. BIRTHPLACE (city or town) ... A, T St S e e
| {Brate or cvuntry)
o« | s e
w
f— Name of oberatiom date af.
. BIRTHPLACE (c! ) £-) I = —— =
< (State or cnnnz:y‘)" g What test confirmed dimgmosis?.__..._.__.____wasthere an autopay?
— — 23. it death was due to external causss (vislencse) fill In alsa tha foll 2
S | (5. MAIDEN NAME E ; === 2 alta tEfellowitn
= M= 3 t, ar ? Dats of injury.._ e 19
g 165. BIRTHPLACE (clty or town) . N2, %= A c Whers did@ fmjury ocour?
| (State or country) St (Spockiy city or town, county, and State)
(7. INFORMANT Specify whaether Injury oeccurred in Iudustry, In home, or in pubile plase.

{Address)
{ Maaner of tnjury

18 eunuﬁch ONjy QR REMOVAL B
Pla Nm “—p&_ Data o) L (t,__ 9.8 ]!|_Nature ot injury... e e B e
! 24, Waa di + 4 &
19. UNCERTAKER MSW__ - ., Was digease or tnjury ta any way ralated to v of 7

(Address) QL » ¢ i1 so0, speeity.

.z:;. FILED. R TR &) v v & e (5"‘“‘”--~—--g= L-,\/\ A w"%ﬂ__ M. D.

REGISTRAR. {Address).

North Carolina
Buncombe County

|, DREW RFISINGER, Regis ter of Deeds of Buncombe County, do hereby certify that the above information

is from Volume 7-4_ s P@3O_ 2(214 of the record of Vital Statistics for Buncombe County, North Carolina.
|
ess my hand and official seul this the ﬂ 4—£3 day o, \.;u_/x\_f\, J-QO \q

e (<-L§L;i«tbf\g4_\, )2 *CI.LJ&L‘-L\ = L bt./\,&k,u

DREW REISINGER, Register of Deedsj By: Asst-/Deputy/Regts ter of Deeds




"X V. 3. Yorm ;
l‘ -NOEQ'H CAROLINA STATE BOARD OF HEALTH
.') 3 BUREAU GF VITAL STATISTICS

 rerap e B STANDARD CERTIFICATE OF DEATH
i (S\\AAMMQLL - qs o Y

T 2 _ o Es == mvﬂ'nu o
Chy £2 .8 R Ne. ward
= . {If death arexred in a bxmpftal or lostitucion, glvc ta Name tnstead of u--t and number)
Lesg™ of m{-(lvu\um or thws whers daath ees: . T TOS____s. How loDg 1o U. 8. 17 of ferdign SIrth T
2 PULL NAME

(&) Rssi 3 e 3“’

(Usual vh\:- of abode) (lf SmMmUn ity or town and Btatel
PERSONAL AND STATISTICAL PARTICULARS MEDICAL CERTIF!CATE OF DEATH

SR 4. COLOR OR Rack | & Singta. toad (eri ""..,".“L":_)"' o7 || 21. DATE OF DEATH (mooth. aay.and year)  Qianc 2o - {L . 195 §

|
!&Q&& : L& | - 2= HEREBY CERTIFY. That | atiendad Gsesmsed fréa
~ e _‘ EE&!.;.L—-. % .bo\.n. l‘l; 1929

Sa_ If marrisd. widowed. ar diverved

- .
HUSBAND of - - : z - =
(or) WIFE ef ‘v'; " Ve ¥ T 1 st saw .wah" on_.. _i‘ = == }. i daath s sald =
~AN A 2R S 5\ de 2
5. DATE OF BIRTH (moath. day. and yoar) BB P rluE =
7T AGE Oars if LEBS tham The orincidal sauss o! dasth and rulated ta ordex of

7. AGE Years Monthy

6_ 5— t day, rre Dufe ¢f enset

[ 2 min, o
a8 T?ld:. n'rwuul:n. or D.r'!!ne,ul-r = i

nd of work dune. a3 aploner, : -
£ sawyor. bookkeeoer, -u..__wﬁ—z_.__ ) TR e
2l = ludm!ﬂ or businecs in whfok ALY
a rk was done, as t“l i,
g. u\- mill, baak.

10. Dade docamsed last worked at 11. Total time (ysars)
Py this ccoupation (menth and it speat In thls c"&"ﬁ:':"’” causee of lmDnrtance oot ralated te princtpal
year). eosuy
- — - - . : ix ES¥ St
12 BIRTHELAGE {city ar tawm) ) S s SRR
(Htate or counery) S & - I
Y ENL VTSI M&MAM‘— % 3 X .
i ame of eperati date

=
S| 4. BIRTHPLACE (cJty oc wown) M&-ﬁaﬁﬁ_
o (State or rry) - aC ., What teat confirmsd diagnosia? Was there an autsesy 2 _____
= r I 23. 17 demid was due t5 sxiwrmat Sauses (vialecsw) CH la also s fellgwiny:
W | 15. MAIDEN NAWE NAA A._Q,,., PO S S — § = sl a3 = st I5

gl
© | 16. BIRTHPLACE (ciy or town) ! Whars did Injury eseur?.
=1 (Btate or country) ~ _\J\J‘Mﬂ_ i {8peclry city or town, couuty, and Btate)

( = 3 = 8pecity whethar (njury cecurrad n lndusrry, tn heme. or in pubdMia plase.
17. INFORRANT X

\ (Agdrass) = LA«
Manner of Imfury
18. BURIA MAT(ON, REMOVAL i
Nlum Kﬁ 2w Oata QA&K l }j Nature of Injury.

19 UNDERTAKER ! 139 a = & EE z& Was dizease or lnjury In soy way related ts ot d a2

C(Address) ______Q ol 2 4 Q8 o (A= ™ 11 so. speatey
20, Z1LED X - A\ S ;,&3 A . \ At § ﬁ* : } (!l.--d)_- étz : m o
' (Addresn) [ — L7t

North Caroiina
Buncombe-County

I, DREW REISINGER. Register ofDeeds of Buncombe County, do hereby certify that the above Information
K %)
is from Volume <0, Page 34 La of the record of V'tal Statistics for Buncombe County, North Carolina.
s my hand and ojj"c.aiseul this the 4“"\ day o/ﬂ M‘—- 20 | |_T

'\uk_/ 'E"_,_/..vb\;\x_/\/ MW‘Z Q LE k—’J\A’
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Henry Willis

in the 1900 United States Federal Census

| View blank form

# Add alternate information

A Report issue

Name:

Age:

Birth Date:

Birthplace:

Home in 1900:

Sheet Number:

Number of Dwelling in Order of Visitation:
Family Number:

Race:

Gender:

Relation to Head of House:
Marital status:

Spouse's name:

Marriage Year:

Father's Birthplace:
Mother's Birthplace:
Occupation:

Months Not Employed:
Can Read:

Can Write:

Can Speak English:
House Owned or Rented:
Home Free or Mortgaged:
Farm or House:
Neighbors:

Household Members:

Henry Willis
[Henry Willie]
27

Mar 1873

South Carolina

Sumter, Sumter, South Carolina
8

145

145

Black

Male

Head

Married

Ella Willis

1893 = 4 3
South Carolina ‘
South Carolina

RR Laborer

0

No

No

Yes

0

F

F

View others on page

Name i Age
Henry Willis 27
Ella Willis 25

5

kary E Willis

Steohen Willis



9/11/25, 9:56 PM

Historical Record Search Results (3,031)

Name

Elouise Pinkne illis

Principal

South Carolina Deaths, 1915-1973

( .~ Pinkney Willis
Principal

United States, Census, 1900

Pinkney Willis
Principal
United States, Census, 1920

Father

https://www.familysearch.ora/en/search/record/results?q.anyPlace=Sumter%2C South Caralina®%20C | Initod Ctatan® ~ <l mei i

Search Results - Pinkney Willis

= PREFERENCES Q, SEARCH
Events Relationships
Death 31 March 1970 ( Parents Pricilla Gardner, Steven
Sumter, Sumter, South Carolina, United States .\Pinkney

Birth 1900
South Carolina

Census 1900
Sumter Township, Sumter, South Carolina, United
States

Birth April 1866
South Carolina

‘Marriage 1888

Census 1920
Stateburg, Sumter, South Carolina, United States

Birth 1920
South Carolina

- i ——————

N\
N\
\

|
Spouses Priscilla Willis

Children Ella Willis, Mary
Willis, Benjamin Willis

Parents R* Willis, Lonnie Willis

Siblings Marion Willis, Margree
Willis, James Willis, Irene
Willis, Berniece Willis, Baxter Willis
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1/23/24; 2:56 AM

Elizabeth White

Mentioned in the Record of Eila Willis (Elizabeth White's Daughter)
Death * South Carolina Deaths, 1915-1973

Name Elizabeth White
Birthplace South Carolina
Sex F

Elizabeth White's Spouses and Children

Stephen Brailsford Husband M SOUtr.‘
Carolina
Ella Willis Daughter F 35 iztrj;:]ina
Name Ella Willis
Sex Female
Age 35
Birth Date about 1880
Birthplace South Carolina
Burial Date 1915
Burial Place Shot Pouch
Marital Status Married
Race Negro

Father's Name
Father's Sex
Father's Birthplace
Mather’s Name
Mother's Sex
Mother's Birthplace
Event Type

Event Date

Event Place

Stephen Brailsford
Male

South Carolina
Elizabeth White
Female

South Carolina
Death

24 Sep 1915

Sumter Township,
Sumter, South
Carolina, United
States

Document Information v

Collection Information
South Carolina Deaths, 1915-
1973

Cite This Record

"South Carolina Deaths, 1915-
1973", , FamilySearch
(https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/6
1903/1:1:N969-889 : Mon May 06
18:33:06 UTC 2024), Entry for Ella
Willis and Stephen Brailsford, 24 Sep
1915.

Tree

Similar Records -

Elizabeth White
South Carolina Deaths, 1915-1973

112
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STATE OF SOUTH CAROUINA R
SRR, S PROBATE COURT
COUNTY OF SUMTER
IN THE MATTER OF Gardenia C. Brogdon
CASE NUMBER 94ES4300145
DEED OF DISTRIBUTION

WHEREAS, the decacent sed on the 1 2th gay of April _, 1994 ana,

WHEREAS, (he eg1ais of 1he & 18 belng in the Probate Court tor Sumter County, South Caroiina in Fis Number

94ES4300145

. and

WHEREAS, the grantee herein is either a beneficiary or her at law. as appropnale. of the éecedent. and.
WHEREAS, the undesgned Personal Represamative s the duly apponied and quaiied fGuaary in this matier, and,

NOW, THEREFORE. in ax0mMance with tha laws of the State of South Carolina, tha Parsonal Representative has granted, arpained.

30i0 and rekcased, and by these Prasents does grant. bargain, sell and release in equal shares to:

. Christopher A. Brogdo_n-

Asxess 324 Wyoming Drive

Sumter, SC 29153

Ruth Brogdon Davis
207 W. Palisade Avenue
Englewood, NJ 07631

Luther U. Brogdon
7511 Ridgewick Drive
Dallax, Texas 75217

Harold M. Brogdon Naomi Brogdon

1030 Decatur St. 205 W. Palisade Ave.

Sumter, SC 29150 Englewood, NJ 07631
Everett L. Brogdon

4220-25 Hutchington Parkway

East Bronx, NY 10475

the following described property:

The one-third (1/3) interest in Parcel #226-14-03-024, containing
7 acres and 1 building located in School District #1, Sumter County,

South Carolina.

The one-twentieth six (1/26) interest in Parcel #205-00-01-006,
containing 8.75 acres, located in School District #1, Sumter County,

South Carolina

The one-thirteen (1/13) interest in Parcel $210-00-01-003, containing
10 acres, located in School District #2, Sumter County, South Carolina.

FORM 8400PC (1/88)
62.3.907, 623008

M les < Wees

FiLnG rees: $_ /0. 0O

STATE TAX: §
CGUNTY TAX: §
TOTAL PAID: §

/O .0On PAGE1CF2
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T RECO:E Y t 0 l
AL rG
: 3 SUMTER CGLNTY SC

TOGE THER with ali and singular, the Rights, Members, Hereditaments and Appt 8510 the sawd Pr Property belonging.
E or In anywise incident or apperiaining
> TO HAVE AND TO HOLD, ail end & uur the sasd Premsas/Property unto the sad_Christopher A. Brogdon, _
2 Harold M. Brogdon, Naomi don, Ruth B. Davis, Everett L. Bro aon ung Luth

thelr heirs and assigns lorever.

cogdon

.

ﬁ' IN WITNESS WNERE . the undersigned g Personal Represantative of the estale of the decedent, has xecuted this Deed, this
\ day of .19 9 5

SIGNED, SEALED AND DELIVERED Estate ol Gardenia,C.
N THE PR :
RUIHEIFGESETRE Mooy . sonal
Witness: Representative
Wﬂnoss

STATEO

P B

SOUTH CAROLINA )

PROBATE
COLNTY OF SUMTER )

i S

; PERSONALLY appeared befors me __ Brenda E. Hamm .

‘ and made oath that he/she saw the within named Persanal R?msamauve(s) sign, seal, and as thelr act and oeed, deliver the within wrten ;-
d the

1

Deed, and that he/she with Jackie M. Alfre 1 thersol.

Wnness Signalure

A
[a % WD, DON " JOHNSON
'STER OF MESNE CONVEY.
1 SUMTER COUNTY. sC
'
5
¥
3
3
<
]
i korm 8400pe PAGE 2 OF 2

B

L



SCPNDT RAN Form 101A (Revised 2-38)

Carolina Department of rtati

NOMINAL APPRAISAL REPORT

Identification & Description

File: 43.782

Rd/Rt:  Wedgefield Road/Loring Mill Road

Project: STP-NR43(004)

Pin: 27161 County: Sumter

| From Station:  37+00

To Station: _ 38+00 Rt. SC Route 441 | Sheet:

4B, 5A, 11

S
7

Owner:  Heirs of Phillis Weathers, etal

Telephone:

718-653-0362 (M. Durant)

Owner Address: 416 Meadowbury Drive, Columbia, SC 29203

—

Tract Location:  North side of Loring Mill Road

Mortgages & Addresses: None of Record

Recorded: Bk.

Pg.

Date

Amt.

| Lessees & Address:

| Terms of Leases: None of Record

Size: A) Before: 8.75 Acres

Tax Map: 205-00-01-006

B) After: 8.725 Acres

Plat: None found recorded

C) Acquired: .825 Acre (1,077 sq. ft.) | Width of R/'W:  New 36’ right of way

Tabulation of sales: (At least 3 years; if more than 5 years, last sale)

From To

Date Consideration | Book

Page

(We understand the title is
' clouded. The last deed we
aave is as follows:

(DOD 05/26/97)

Estate of Edna Williams Willie A. Williams & 07/11/60
Juliatte Blanging

N/A 776
1/3 interest

1846

-

G-

Standard 2-2B.

PURPOSE OF THE APPRAISAL: To estimate the difference in the market value of this preperty caused by acquisition of the
right of way for the proposed construction of this project. This is a complete appraisal-summary report as described by USPAP

| Property Rights Appraised: Fee Simple

]

Present Use: Vacant

Zoning:

R-IS; Single Famil_y Residential

LHighm and Best Use Before:  Residential

'; Highest and Best Use After:  Residential
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REGISTER OF DEEDS SUMTER COUNTY

STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA )

)
COUNTY OF SUMTER )

KNOW ALL MEN BY THESE PRESENTS, THAT

WE, PHILLIP BLANDING, VERNITA L. SWINTON AND SHAWN BLANDING,
hereinafter referred to as Grantors. in the State aforesaid. for the sum of Five and 00/100 ($5.00)
Dollars and other considerations to me in hand paid by VALERIE MCCRAY hereinafter
referred to as Grantees in the State aforesaid (the receipt of which is hereby acknowledged) has
granted, bargained, sold, and released, and by these presents do grant, bargain, sell, release unto
the said VALERIE MCC.RAY, his or her heirs and assigns forever, in fee simple, together with
every contingent remainder and night of reversion. their interest in the following described
properties, to wit:

That parcel of land in Sumter County, State of South Carolina, containing 8.75 acres and being
shown on the tax map of Sumter County as tax map parcel 2050001006. This property was
originally vested in Phillis Weathers pursuant to a partition plat recorded in the Office of the
Register of Deeds for Sumter County in Report Book H at Page 367, being a plat by Haron D.
Moise, Surveyor, dated December 14, 1891, and shown as Parcel 6 on said plat. Phillis Weathers
died Intestate leaving as her heirs and her daughters, namely, Persicella Robinson Geynes,
Louise Richards, Lena Canty and Mary Robinson. Louise Richards died leaving no surviving
spouse or children. Lena Canty died leaving children surviving her, whose names are
undetermined/to be determined. Mary Robinson died leaving children surviving her, whose
names are undetermined/to be determined. Persicella Robinson Geynes had three children,
namely Ella Willis, Mary Willis and Benjamin Willis. Mary Willis and Benjamin Willias are
said to have died Intestate leaving no surviving spouse or children. Ella Willis died leaving one
child, namely Edna Willis, who is the mother of the Decedent (Juliaette Blanding). This being
the same properties conveyed to Juliaette Blanding by Deed of Distribution from the Estate of
Edna Willis Williams (Estate Pkg 97ES4300247).

This being the same property conveyed to the Grantors herein by Deed of Distribution from the
Estate of Juliaette Blanding, Sumter County Estate Case No.; 2023-ES-43-178, recorded on
January 2, 2024 in the Office of the Register of Deeds for Sumter County in Volume 1322 at
Page 2100.

CHAR!I FS T RRNNKS 11
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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA)

COUNTY OF SUMTER ] AFFIDAVIT FOR EXEMPT TRANSFERS
PERSONALLY appeared before me the undersigned, who being duly sworn, deposes and
says:
1. [ have read the information on the back of this affidavit and I understand such
information.
2. The property being transferred is located at LORING MILL RD

, bearing SUMTER County Tax Map Number
205-00-01-006 , Was transfen-ed prH".Lﬂ’ BLANDING. VERNITA
SWINTON & SHAWN BLANDING 1o VALERIE MCCRAY

on 8-26-24

3ﬁghe deed is exempt from the deed recording fee because (See Information section of
affidavit):

NO GAIN OR LOSS RECOGNIZED

[f exempt under exemption #14 as described in the Information section of this affidavit,
did the agent and principal relationship exist at the time of the original sale and was the
purpose of this relationship to purchase the realty? Check Yes or No

4. As required by Code Section 12-24-70, I state that [ am a responsible person who was
connected with the transaction as:
ATTORNEY

fully furnishes a
onviction, must be
re than one year, or

5. I understand that a person required to furnish this affidavit who
false or fraudulent affidavit is guilty of a misdemeanor and, up
fined not more than one thousand dollars or imprisoned not

both. /‘///

Responsible Person Connected with the Transaction

CHARLES T BROOKS Il
Print or Type Name Here

ORN to bpf%%e this 27 day of AUGUST 2024
blic for C4ROL
My

ission Expires: 6-10-2030




MORRIS D. MAZURSKY

ATTORNEY AT LAW
19 N. HARVIN ST - PO. BOX 1645

SUMTER, SC 23151
IELEPHONES
1B8031773-9532
(BO031775-3932
FAX
1803)773-4832

February 5, 2008

Ms. Celestine Parker
416 Meadowkury Drive
Columbia, SC 29203

Re: Deed of Distribution for Estate of Edna W. Williams recorded
aon Julv 11 20C0 in Sumter Countv. Volume 77&, at Pace 1846
File: 97-153

Dear Ms. Parker:
I received your letter of January 30, 2008 in regard to the above matter.

It is not within my power to rescind the Deed of Distribution. I prepared the
Deed of Distribution based on information provided to me by Mr. Willie A.
Williams, who was the Personal Representative of the estate. I would suggest
that you take this matter up with Mr. Williams.

My notes in this file indicate that you called me on July 24, 2002 and I advised
Mr. wWilliams of your call.

Very truly ycurs,
)
~—

\\\
MORRIé\D. MAZURSKY

MDM : mm



Attorney Morris Mazarsky
19 N. Harvin St.
Sumter, S.C. 29150

January 30, 2008

Re: Estate of Edna Williams
Deed to Willie Williams, Juliette Blanding

Dear Sir:

This is my second request that you rescind a deed drawn up by you for
Willie Williams and Juliette Blanding. Edna Williams was not a descendant
of Phyllis Miller Weathers, thereby having no rights to heir’s property. In
the Probate Court, it states Edna Williams died Intestate, meaning she had
no will and nothing to Probate.

Prescilla’s name was never Robinson, she was Prescilla Weathers and
married a Gynes. Ella Wilson Clark was not the daughter of Prescilla
Weathers Gynes, as Prescilla had no children. Phyllis Miller Weathers had
four daughters so how can one person have a 1/3 interest?

Again, we the family of Phyllis Miller Weathers is requesting that you
immediately rescind the deed that you drew up for Willie Williams and
Juliette Blanding on the estate of Phyllis Miller Weathers.

(s Feree (Ao,

Celestine Parker, Chairman

Canty/Cantey Family

Great Grand Daughter of Phyllis Weathers

Sincerely, /\; /
t=o LK



STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA ) IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS

)
COUNTY OF SUMTER ) 2024-CP-43-02109

Celestine Parker and Loretta Black,
Plaintiffs,

VS.

John Doe, Jane Doe, Richard Roe, Mary Roe, Infants,
Insane Persons and Incompetents, Being Fictitious Names,
Designating as a Class Any Unknown Person or Persons,
Whose True Names are Unknown, Who May be and Heir,
Distributee, Devisee, Legatee, Widow, Widower, Issue,
Personal Representative, Executor, Administrator,
Successor, Creditor, Assign and/or alienee of Phillis
Weathers; Valarie McCray, Harry Burns, Alma Jackson,
Lynn Neely, Matthew Peterson, Carolyn Dupree, Gary
Dupree, Gregory Dupree, Edith Davis, May Thelma McGee,
Rodney Pitts, Denise Pitts, Sheryl James, Marie
Gilespie, Eugene Canty, Ethel Swain, Amanda Canty,
Connie Canty, Alexander Canty, Clarence Canty Jr.,
Daniel Canty, Luther Brogdon, Everette Brogdon, Naomi
Brogdon, Obar Davis, Wilaba Brogdon, Michelle Thompson,
Harold Brogdon Jr., Janice Brogdon, Lillie Mae
Cleaveland Payton, Brian Canty, Gloria Canty, Herbert
Canty, Randolph Gaymon, Alvin L. Gaymon, Ernestine
Gaymon, ARaliyaa Hasan, Taheedah Griffin, Eugene Dowling,
Geline Graham, Christopher Dowling, Sheryl Dowling,
Donna Dowling, Sherly Richards, Gail White, Debra White,
Dana White, Damon White, Danielle White, Also Any and
All Other Persons or Legal Entities, Known and Unknown,
having or Claiming Any Right, Title, Estate, Interest In
or Lien Upon the Real Property Described in the
Complaint Herein,

Defendants.

PARTIAL TRANSCRIPT OF HEARING
(Testimony of Celestine Parker and Valerie McCray only)

Date: May 275;925 ORIGINAL

Time: 11:01
Location: Sumter County Judicial Center, 215 N. Harvin
Street, Courtroom 1A, Sumter, South Carolina

Reported by:
Gretchen H. Wise
Wise Court Reporting, LLC
102 Sandy Run Court, Gaston, South Carolina 29053
Phone: 803-290-1988/Email: wisecourtreporting@gmail.com
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5/27/2025 2024-CP-43-02109

APPEARANCES

Presiding:
The Honorable Michael M. Jordan
Sumter County Master in Equity
10 Law Range
Sumter, South Carolina 29150
sumtercountymie@ftc-i.net

For the Plaintiffs:
William M. (Bill) Connor, V, Esq.
Shannon Swann, Legal Secretary
Bill Connor Law Firm, LLC
1408 Russell Street, Suite 11
Orangeburg South Carolina 29115
office@billconnorlaw.com

For Defendant Valerie McCray:
Charles Thomas Brooks, III, Esqg.
Law Office of Charles T. Brooks, III
309 Broad Street
Sumter, South Carolina 29150
attorneyctb@outlook.com

Also present:
Celestine Parker, Loretta Black, Daniel Canty,
Vernita Swinton, Vera Williams-Bower, and Valerie McCray

INDEX
Celestine Parker
Direct Examination by Mr. Connor 3
Cross-Examination by Mr. Brooks 27
Redirect Examination by Mr. Connor 69
Recross-Examination by Mr. Brooks 80
Valerie McCray
Direct Examination by Mr. Brooks 84
Cross-Examination by Mr. Connor 103
Redirect Examination by Mr. Brooks 117
Recross-Examination by Mr. Connor 120
Certificate 1283
EXHIBITS

(All exhibits were retained by the Court and the court
reporter did not receive a copy.)

WISE COURT REPORTING, LLC
Ph: (803) 290-1988 102 Sandy Run Ct., Sandy Run, SC 29053 wisecourtreporting@gmail.com
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BRO® AEEDINGIS
(Portion of proceeding not ordered)
Whereupon,
CELESTINE PARKER,
having been duly sworn/affirmed to speak
the truth, the whole truth, and nothing
but the truth by the Court, testified as
follows:

THE COURT: You are sworn. Answer the questions
posed to you by Mr. Connor.

MR. CONNOR: I'm going to start, Your Honor, with a
family tree that we will testify off with
stipulating to that there is a -- shows some
opposition in this case to Mr. Brooks's client,
but to testify off this to keep it as less
confusing as possible. I'm going to have her
testify through her belief in the family tree
for Ms. Phillis Weathers.

THE COURT: Okay.

THE WITNESS: Okay.

DIRECT EXAMINATION OF CELESTINE PARKER

BY MR. CONNOR:

o Okay. Celestine, can you explain to the Court

your lineage back to Ms. Phillip -- Phillis

Weathers?

WISE COURT REPORTING, LLC

Ph: (803) 290-1988 102 Sandy Run Ct., Sandy Run, SC 29053 wisecourtreporting@gmail.com
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THE COURT: And hang on one second. Let me get your
full name for the benefit of the court
reporter. And you might have to spell your
first name.

THE WITNESS: Okay. Celestine, that's C-E-L-E-S-T-
I-N-E. Celestine Parker.

THE COURT: Okay. All right. You may answer the
questions posed.

Q. Okay. Yeah. With the -- the family tree,
could you explain your lineage from starting
with Ms. Phillis Weathers down to the present?

A. Yes. Ms. Phillis Weathers, she was -- her
maiden name was Miller, married name Weathers.
She was the mother of my grandmother, who was
Lena Weathers, who is now -- was Lena Canty.
So Priscilla would be my great-grandmother.
That's our lineage.

0 Okay. And we see on this that you start at
the beginning with Ms. -- okay, yeah,
Priscilla Geynes --

A. Oh, I'm sorry. I kept saying Priscilla. I

didn't mean that. Phillis was my great-

grandmother. I'm sorry. Yes.
Q. Okay. Ms. Celestine, do you recognize these
documents?

WISE COURT REPORTING, LLC

Ph: (803) 290-1988 102 Sandy Run Ct.. Sancdy Run, SC 29053 wisecourtreporting@gmail.com
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A. Yes, I do.

@) Okay. Can you tell the Court what they are?

A. Okay. The first one was put into play by
Willie Williams, who's -- who came into the
courts in 2000, and stating at that time that
his mother, who is Edna Willis Williams, that
Ella Willis was his mother -- was her mother.
And we find that -- that to be untrue, because
Ella Willis, the one that he presented, died
in 1915, and Priscilla was born in --
Priscilla was born in eighteen -- 1886, and
this lady was born in 1880; however, she died
in 1915, when Edna was born in 1916. So
that's a year's difference.

© s Okay.

-\ And -- oh, I'm sorry.

Q Sure.

A. That's Edna. And I don't know where the other

Ella came from that showed up in 2024. I've
-- I've never heard of either of the Ellas,
really. But this one in -- but we did find
out about the Ella Ellis. But there's nothing
on record in this family about a Ella Murphy.
And, when I looked up Ella Murphy, she
supposedly died in '74 at 62. And, when I did

WISE COURT REPORTING, LLC

Ph: (803) 290-1988 102 Sandy Run Ct., Sandy Run, SC 290353 wisecourtreporting@gmail.com
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LOREN SN © BN

the research on that, they did not have a Ella
Murphy. The only Ella Murphy they did have
that died in 1974, she was 85 years old, so
today she would be 136. And that's the only
Ella Murphy. We never heard of either of
these Murphys, but especially the Ella Murphy.
Okay. And just so we know, Edna was alleged
to be the daughter of Ella Murphy, which
eventually came down to Willie and eventually
Ms. Valerie; is that --

Bt -

Is that correct?

That's correct.

Okay. And, just for the record, what you have
there is, is the death certificates that --
and just for the record, how did we get hold
of the death certificates?

Well, the Ella Murphy and the Edna Ellis, that
came when Bill first put in for saying that
was his grandmother. So we got that copy from
his notes when we finally found out. Because
it was, like, a year or two later that we
found out that they -- you know, either one
had died. And so that's how we got the Ella

Willis death certificate. Now, the Ella

Ph: (803) 290-

WISE COURT REPORTING, LLC
1988 102 Sandy Run Ct., Sandy Run, SC 29053 wisecourtreporting@gmail.com
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COURT

COURT

THE WITNESS: Oh. That's this, right?
MR. CONNOR: Yes. That --

THE WITNESS: I'm sorry. Yeah.

COURT

Murphy death certificate was sent to us by
Attorney -- the attorney there. And, again,
we don't -- I don't know anything about that
Ella. And for Edna Willis we got that death
certificate the same time that we got the
certificate for Ella -- Ella Willis. Edna
Willis. It sounds -- you know, tongue
twister. But Ella Willis was supposed to have
been the mother of Edna Willis, and we found
that to be untrue.

Okay. And, actually, just for the record,
too, if we can go ahead and pose the exhibits,
exhibit for the --

Okay.

-- family tree, Number 1, and then also the --
so that'd be Exhibit A.

REPORTER: All right, A.

Give you this. Okay. That is the Edna
Willis.

REPORTER: That is a death certificate. The

family tree should be A.

REPORTER: Thank you.

WISE COURT REPORTING, LLC

Ph: (803) 290-1988 102 Sandy Run Ct., Sandy Run, SC 29053 wisecourtreporting@gmail.com
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(Plaintiff's Exhibit A is marked and introduced.)

o

o

P oo P O o 0O P 0O

Okay. And then, and just to be clear for the
record, on these death certificates, which you
just testified to came from the other side,
how old would Ella have had to have been in
order to have sired Edna?

Well, the Ella Willis died in 1915, and Edna
was born in 1916, so she was dead a year
before -- Ella Willis was dead a year before
Edna was born.

Okay. But for the Ella Murphy though --

Ella Murphy, let's see, I don't -- I don't
have that one. You gave me two Edna Earl.
Oh, excuse me.

Yeah.

Okay. So, just to keep it clear --

Uh-huh.

-- for the record, do you recognize that?
Yeas .

Okay. What is that?

This was a letter from Brooks law office where
he was saying that, well, Ms. McCray does not
dispute my responsible of the payments that I
made for the last 27 years, and that Lena

Canty was my grandmother, who was the daughter

WISE COURT REPORTING, LLC

Ph: (803) 290-1988 102 Sandy Run Ct.. Sandy Run, SC 29053 wisecourtreporting@gmail.com
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of Phillis Weathers. Also, it stated that

Phillis Weathers Willis, Phillis, she was

never married to a Willis. Her married name
was Geynes. She was never married to a
Willis. And -- and she was not the daughter.

And she was the daughter of Phillis Weathers.
He did say that. And Priscilla is the natural
mother of Ella Murphy, which is Ella C.
Murphy. Which that's the Murphy that came up
September 24. And we don't know. We never
heard of her.

Okay.

Yeah.

And, by the birth certificates that you
received, again, looking at birth dates --
Uh-huh.

-- how old would Ella had to have been to have
sired Edna by those, the birth dates on those
death certificates?

Well, this Ella Murphy that they presented was

ornm an 1992 : BRud Ella -- BlLlE --
Edna?
Edna. I'm sorry. These two Ella are getting

mixed up. She was born in 1916. So that

means that Ella Murphy would have been four

WISE COURT REPORTING, LLC

Ph: (803) 290-1988 102 Sandy Run Ct.. Sandy Run, SC 29053 wisccourtreporting@gmail.com
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@)

years old when she had Edna.

Okay.

Yeah.

So, in the documents you had received, at
least up to today --

Yeah.

-- from the other side, is it fair to say it
would have been possible for Edna to have been
the daughter of Ella, by the dates in the
vital records that you've received?

That's correct.

Okay. And just for the record, too, I mean,

you did pay taxes for the last 27 years or so

== EOTreckt?

Just last -- what happened, last year -- 1I
have been paying them since '96, when --
because the two sisters, who were the
grandchildren of Phillis, they were here in
Sumter; they were paying it. And then, in --
I'm wondering what happened, because I didn't
hear anything. So, when I checked, the taxes
-- tax -- taxes had not been paid. That was

1698 -~ "97, &§O, Irom '97 up ke 22, T had

WISE COURT REPORTING, LLC

Ph: (803) 290-1988 102 Sandy Run Ct., Sandy Run, SC 29053 wisecourtreporting@gmail.com
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0 O

@I

> o b

been paying the taxes. It -- and then I
didn't get the tax bill, and I wondered what
happened. The taxes had been paid. And
that's when I found out that Ms. McCray had
gone down to the tax office, changed my name
to her name, and paid the taxes for -- for --
for '23. But then, when we were in a hearing
in '24, I paid the taxes in '24.

Okay.

So she has only paid the taxes one time.
Okay. And all the way up till 27 years ago,
who was paying the taxes?

I was.

You were?

WERS -

Okay. And, before you, who was paying taxes?
The -- one of the sisters. Well, the first
one was Angeline Dupree, which is Loretta's
grandmother, and that's the granddaughter of
Priscilla -- I mean Phillis. And when she
died Gardenia Brogdon, another granddaughter
of Phillis, was paying the taxes. And then
she became ill. She was in her '90s. And her
children took her to New York. And that's

when I started paying them.

Ph: (803) 290-1988 102 Sandy Run Ct.. Sandy Run, SC 29053 wisecourtreporting@gmail.com

WISE COURT REPORTING, LLC
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© . Okay.

A. YeR .

Q. Do you recognize this?

A. Yes. We saw it in the packet. Yes.

Q. Okay. But what is it?

A. This is a deed of distribution that Bill

O S R G O

Williams, or Willie Williams, did for his
mother ==

Okay.

-- in 2000.

And who was his mother?

His mother was Edna Willis Williams.

Okay.

NS e

And that's the same -- is that the same Edna
that we've been talking about with the wvital
records?

Yes, that's correct.

Okay. And, after you discovered this, what
did you do?

Well, that's when I started conferring with
the attorney, which was Mr. Macursky(ph). I
started conferring with him, you know, letting
me know that Bill was not a -- a descendant.

And we were kind of back and forth. And he

WISE COURT REPORTING, LLC

Ph: (803)290-1988 102 Sandy Run Ct., Sandy Run, SC 29053 wisecourtreporting@gmail.com
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the letter --
Q. We do.
-- that he wrote, and telling me that he

didn't have the -- I was asking him to re

he didn't have the power to send it -- to

Bill told him.
Q. Okay. Let me do this. That's the next
exhibit, I think Exhibit C, I believe.

COURT REFPORTER.. Okay. Plaintiff's Exhibit --
family tree. And would this be the next
MR. CONNOR: That's it. That is. Yeah.

COURT REPORTER: Okay.

A. Okay.
Okay. And then the only other thing, I

MR. CONNOR: That was not another exhibit?

did write me a letter, and I do have copies of

sitcind

that deed. And he wrote me back and told me

rescind the deed. And he only went by what

this

will be B. I have 1t as B. I had A as the

one-?

(Plaintiff's Exhibit B i1s marked and introduced.)

believe --

A. I didn't have the --

G. Okay. I mean, what's -- this was not put 1in,
gerKveda?

A. She just =«

WISE COURT REPORTING, LLC

Ph: (803) 290-1988 102 Sandy Run Ct., Sandy Run, SC 29053 wisecourtreporting@gmail.com
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COURT REPORTER:
So this will be Exhibit C.

A. Okay.

MR. CONNOR: Okay.

COURT REPORTER: Plaintiff's Exhibit C will be the
death certificate ==

MR. CONNOR: Okay.

COURT REPORTER: -- of Ella Willis.

MR. CONNOR: Okay. Thank you.

(Plaintiff's Exhibit C is marked and introduced.)

Okay. Do you recognize that?

Yes.

And what 1is 1it?

L it SOETY?

What is it?

= Ol A ol

Oh, this is a letter from Attorney Marvin

Magus -- Macusky(ph). I'm probably

mispronouncing his name. But, anyway, this is

-- this letter was telling him that this was
my second request asking him to rescind the
deed. This was in 2008, drawn up by him, for
Willie Williams and Juliaette Blanding.
Okay.

A. Because she was not a descendant of Phillis
Miller Weathers.

Q. Okay. So you made the request. And -- and

WISE COURT REPORTING, LLC

Ph: (803) 290-1988 102 Sandy Run Ct.. Sandy Run, SC 29053 wisecourtreporting@gmail.com
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then the second page is in response?

A. p ==

Q. Correct?

A. LS

O Okay. And go ahead and read for the record
what Mr. --
Okay.
-- Mazursky said.
Yes. This was a deed of distribution for the
Estate of Edna Williams. He was stating that
he received my letter in regards to the above
matter. And then he stated that "It's not
within my power to rescind the deed of
distribution. I prepared the deed of
distribution based on the information provided
to me by Willie Williams." And then he asked
me to take up the matter with him, with Willie
Williams.

Q. Okay. And let's go ahead and put that in --

A. Okay.

0, -- the record as ==

MR. CONNOR: As what?
COURT REPORTER: D.
MR. CONNOR: D, okay.

(Plaintiff's Exhibit D is marked and introduced.)
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Q.

Okay. And what happened next? Did you
attempt to reach out to Ms. -- Mr. Willie
Williams?

Yes, I did. I got a call that he was cutting
timber on the property. And I call him to
verify the what and the why. And he was not
very nice about that. And then I started
communicating again with the lawyer, which
came to know that didn't work out.

Okay. We're going to go back in time a little
bit, because we passed over another document.
Do you recognize that?

Yes. This was back in two -- I mean 1998,
when I wrote the probate judge at the time,
and I was -- I wrote him telling him that the
property that has been put in the deeds of
distributions are incorrect, and that the
heirs were numerous and cannot be distributed
te ahy Owe pe¥son.

Okay.

Yeah.

Was that in response to the family of --

alleged -- the family of Edna?
Yes, Edna and Gardenia Brogdon. But it -- you
know, those were both -- those were the two

WISE COURT REPORTING, LLC
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2 0 0

(Plaintiff's Exhibit E is marked and introduced.)

distributions. Deed of distribution is the
reason I added Gardenia Brown. But she was
her granddaughter.
Okay. Granddaughter of who?
Okay. Did she --
Yeah. Next should be E.
Okay.
COURT REPORTER: E.

MR. CONNOR: Yes.

Okay. Do you recognize this?

Yeah, this is the -- the deed of distribution
-- distribution for Gardenia Brogdon, who was
actually a granddaughter of Phillis Weathers.
Okay. And did this generate the letter that

you wrote about it for --

Not from her. But, you know, she was -- they
were two distributions at the time. It was
hers that was 1994, and the one that -- that

Bill Williams did in 2000.

Okay.

And then there was another one done in 2023,
so that's three deeds of distribution done on
one piece of property.

Okay.

WISE COURT REPORTING, LLC
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A.

Yeah.

MR. CONNOR: And, actually, just if we can put that

as the next exhibit, please. This --

COURT REPORTER: This is F.

(Plaintiff's Exhibit F is marked and introduced.)

Q.
A
Q.
A
Q
A

For the record.

Okay.

Do you recognize that?

e

Okay.

This was 1in October of 2002. Mr. Richardson,
at that time, was the county treasurer. And
so I visited the tax assessor's office and the
auditor's office. And my concern was, as I
stated in the letter, was the property of
Phillis Weathers, et al. The owners had been
changed to someone who's not a descendant, and
the family is having a problem with that. Now
we are not receiving a tax bill. I called the
office and was told that was being mailed to
me, but I never received it, so I had to come
down here to get it. And the property is in
the name of Phillis Weathers, et al., and that
that's the way it should stay until the family

collectively decides to do something about

WISE COURT REPORTING, LLC
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that.
) Okay.
Yeah.
Q. Did you receive any response back with

LOJN I © B

o » 0O 2 O B O »Z

documents showing --

No.

-- that Edna was the daughter?
No.

Okay. And so you said in 2023
deed of distribution --

Yes.

-- filed?

Ye€s.

Okay.

FeT -= EFepr Mg. MECEDy.

Okay.

Yes.

And what was your response when

about 1it?

Well, you know, that's when I'm
know, we've got to do something
because it cannot go -- go from a et al. to

one owner. And that's what has

that's why we're here today.

was an unclouded title to begin with in 2'03

And, plus, it

Okay.

there was a

you found out

saying, you

about 1it,

happened. And
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FD ?’ o r 0 P

when Mr. Brooks was the guardian ad litem for

the Department of Transportation.

Well, let's -- let's talk about that very
quickly.
Okay.

So what year was --

2003.

2003.

Yes.

And -- and what was the nature, what was going
on with the Department of Transportation?
Well, the Department of Transportation was
coming in, in to do a sidewalk to the property
on Loring Mill Road. And they did -- they did
like 0.025, which came to 1,077 square feet,
for the deal for that property on Loring Mill
Road, yes. And, again, Mr. Brooks was the
guardian ad litem at that time. However, I
didn't see him. But =-

Okay.

-- he was, because he's noted.

Okay. Does -- is this -- do you recognize
that?

Yes. This is the decree, for the lack of a
better word, that he was -- that this was the

WISE COURT REPORTING, LLC
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(@)

(@)

@)

@)

o P

>

order appointing Brooks as the guardian ad
litem.

Well, and, again, the key thing here is we
have memorialization of the fact that there
was a clouded title with that, at least a --
Yes.

-- a claim for that?

I think you have a copy of that. I don't have
that copy. You have a copy from the
Department of Transportation stating that it

was clouded.

Yeah, I think you've got what you're -- on the
Tap .
I't'ls B0t - yeah,

Okay. Do you recognize --

That's == no. It's a -- one from the
Department of Transportation.

Okay. Actually, do you recognize that?

Oh, this one?

Yeah.

That's the same thing. This is -- this one is
a notice of order appointing a guardian --
guardian ad litem.

Okay.

And this one was from the Department of

WISE COURT REPORTING, LLC
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Transportation, where they -- you know, they
were settling on the $500.00 for what they

were going to do.

Q. Okay.
WSSl

B Were you paying taxes during that time on the
PEGREFLY?

A Yes, yes. That's how I got involved. Yes.

Q. Do you continue to pay taxes on 1it?

A. Yes, I do.

0 Okay.

MR. CONNOR: Okay. Go ahead and put that into
exhibit, please. Thark you.

COURT REPORTER: Just -- just as one?

THE WITNESS: Yeah. Two of them are the same.
Yeah.

MR. CONNOR: Yeah, as one. Thank you.

THE WITNESS: Okay.

(Plaintiff's Exhibit G is marked and introduced.)

g Is there anything you'd like -- else you would
like to tell the Court about your knowledge

within this of the family?

A, Yes. Well, Phillis -- Phillis Miller
Weathers, she had four daughters: Louisa,
Mary, Priscilla, and Lena. Lena was my
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grandmother. Louisa had no children of her
own. Priscilla had no children of her own.
She was born, again, in 1876 when the one that
-- the lady -- the Ella that Bill Williams was
claiming, she died in -- you know, in -- in
1915. And then Edna was born in 1916. Also,
in the documents of this family, Edna or Ella,
or neither Ella was -- is ever -- 1is not
mentioned in any family document. None. And,
in 2000, Edna Willis mother was Ella Willis,
who was born in 1880 and died in 1915, as
stated by her son Willie Williams and her
daughter Juliaette Blanding. Edna was born in
1916, a year later. Now, 1n nineteen -- in
September of '24, another Ella has surfaced by
the name of Ella Murphy whose birth date is
1912, when Edna birthday is 1916, which give
this Ella giving birth at four years old. And
when 1 -- when I researched the -- the Sumter
Item and the cemetery records, there's no
records of a Ella Murphy being buried at that
-- that cemetery. And the only burial in
March, Ella Murphy that was buried in March of
'74 1n Sumter, was -- she was 85 years old.

And on the death certificate it stated that

WISE COURT REPORTING, LLC

Ph: (803) 290-1988 102 Sandy Run Ct.. Sandy Run, SC 29053 wisecourtreporting@gmail.com



e

11

12

15

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

2¥L

22

23

24

245

5/27/2025

Page 24
2024-CP-43-02109

she was 62. And she was born in 1888.
Priscilla was born in 1876. Okay. And, if
this second Ella, Ella Murphy, stated, and is
the daughter of Priscilla Geynes, then she was
12 years old when Priscilla, her mother, was
born. Also, the -- what I was thinking, I'm
saying, if -- if -- well, we know it's not
true, but i1f it 1is true, or 1if it was true
that Valerie McCray was related to Phillis,
that makes her our kin. You know, she's kin
to us too. But which is not a fact. But, if
it -- 1if it happens that way, that's what it
would be. So we can't understand why all the
shady dealings were going on. We knew nothing
that Juliaette had died until someone came up
a year later, and then we went to the
courthouse, and that's when we got all the
information from the courthouse. And what we
couldn't understand was why was it done that
way. And my name has been there since. My
name has been in the courthouse from -- from
my being the spokesperson for the family, and
also it's been in there since the '90s. And
also, on this, the one of the deeds that we

gave, my name and addresses on there right
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beside Brooks's name. You know, he was the
guardian ad litem, as I stated. When the --
to -- to -- to my cousin Loretta and I finding
out what was going on, we tried to reach out
to Valerie. But it -- you know, it was to
none. It kind of backfired on us. And we
were wondering why they had to do it this way
when we were right there, you know. And I'm
an easy person to get along with and talk
with. So but nobody never notified us. We
didn't know he was going to be the attorney.
We didn't know that Juliaette had died. We
didn't even know that her -- her grandmother
had died.

Okay.

So, and also, so, to summarize the whole
thing, is that Priscilla is not the mother of
either one of these Ellas. And the other
thidg is, in 2'03, whHen the Department eof
Transportation was -- was -- we went through
that about the clouded title. Yeah. So we
are here today to uncloud this deed.

Okay.

e,

Before you walked in here, did you see a -- a

WISE COURT REPORTING, LLC
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census record of -- that appeared to show the
children of Ella -- or Priscilla? Excuse me.
Did you get -- did you get a chance to see a

(O © B

I S S O R

>

census record outside the courtroom --

Oh, that he -- that Brooks showed?

Y&s .

Yeah, I glimpsed it.

Okay. Did it have a last name for Ella in
that census record?

Yeah, he -- he -- he claimed to not have the
one for Willis, but he had the one for Murphy,
which --

Okay. On the -- on the census record, did the

census record have a last name?

Oh, I didn't -- I didn't see that.
Okay.

He was --

Okay.

It was -- he was away from me.

Okay. Okay.

Uh-huh.

Okay. Anything further?

That's all, other than I've been this contact
person since the '90s.

Right.
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A. And I just can't understand why I wasn't

Q. Okay. Answer any questions of opposing
counsel.

THE COURT: Mr. Brooks
CROSS-EXAMINATION OF CELESTINE PARKER

BY MR. BROOKS:

saying Phillis, not Priscilla?

contacted about any of this, but I wasn't.

Q. Ms. Parker, when was Phillis born?

A. Excuse me?

[ 5 When did you say Phillis was born?

A. Phillis was born -- let's see. Phillis was
born in eighteen -- well, I have to think. We
have the record over there. You're -- you're

Q. When was Phillis born?

THE WITNESS: Do you have -- I gave you that. May I
see that that you have?

COURT REPORTER: I can give you the exhibits.

THE WITNESS: Okay.

2. 1840, I'm -- I'm almost -- okay. Thank you.

Q 18407

2 Just a minute. Let me make sure.

Q I'll narrow it -- let me -- are you willing to
say she was born prior to the Civil War? The

Civil War was 1861 to 1865. Was she born

WISE COURT REPORTING, LLC
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prior to that?

Of course.

Okay.

If she's 1840, yeah.

o P 0 P

Okay. I was just trying to save you from
trying to give the exact day. We're just
willing to stipulate that she was born prior
to the Civil War.

Okay.

Okay. All right. And what day did you say
Priscilla was born?

Priscilla was born in 1876.

Okay.

Yes.

(@ TNH = @ N

And what do you base that off of, Priscilla

being born in 18767

2

On the ancestry.
What ancestry? I hadn't seen anything that
says Priscilla was born 1876. You got
anything showing she was born in 18767
THE WITNESS: Did you have it?
(Sotto voce discussion between Mr.
Connor, Mr. Brooks, and Ms. Swann)
Q. This Ancestry.com North Carolina death

collection, that's something you pulled that

WISE COURT REPORTING, LLC
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(ORI O R ©.

(O © B,

MS.

MR.

MS.

MR.

shows Priscilla was born or allegedly born in
18767
R =0
Okay.
And also her -- hexr death certificate by her
husband stated the same thing.
And what was her husband's name?
Marshall Geynes.
¥0w goL a mepy --
She was never a Willis.
Do you have a copy of her death certificate
showing that?
Oh, it's in the packet, vyes.
SWANN: I don't have a copy of that.
BROOKS: You don't have a copy of that?
SWANN: Not that I'm aware of.
CONNOR: Well, we can take -- take a look.
Well, it states here her death was 1937.
I understand that. That's -- but that's the
Ancestry.com.
Right.
You said you had a death record.
Yeah. And this came from North Carolina.
Ms. Parker, you testified that this is the

package that you submitted to -- or submitted
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to us that has Phillis Weathers being married
to Bennie Weathers; is that correct? I was

handed this by your attorney.

A. Phillis, ves.

) So Phillis was married to Bennie?

A. Yeah.

Q. Okay. And have you had an opportunity to look
at the 1880 census?

A. I have the 1920.

MR. CONNOR: Yeah. Just remember we literally
briefly saw it for a second when she was
outside, so.

(Sotto voce discussion between Mr.
Brooks, Mr. Connor, and Ms. Swann)
Q. Now, I'm going to hand you this 1880 census.

And the -- you see the highlighted checked

parts?
A. Yeah.
Q. Now, next to the highlighted checked parts,

you have Bennie, who would have been the
husband of Phillis.

A. Yeg.
And you would have had the wife named Phillis,
and you had the children, and one of the
children is Cilla(ph); is that right?

WISE COURT REPORTING, LLC
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A. Is what?

0. Cilla.

A. Cilla-?

0. Would it be short for Priscilla?

A. Oh. This 1s so dense, I can't see 1it.
0. I know. That's a -- 1it's -- 1t's census

(ORI © I

records, and that's how folks wrote them down
back then.

Phillis, Lena, let's see, and Louise and Mary.
That would have been the Lena that you're
referring to, right?

That's my grandmother, vyes.

Okay. And so on down is Priscilla also on
this, right?

Oh, vyeah.

Okay.

We didn't deny that she was her daughter.
Okay. All right. All right. All right.
Okay. And, according to this, she would have
been -- if you can look off to the right, she
would have been nine years old, getting ready
Eg CEER =

Who, Priscilla?

Yeah, she was nine years old, according to

that census record. You follow, off the what

Ph: (803) 290-1988 102 Sandy Run Ct., Sandy Run, SC 29053 wisccourtreporting@gmail.com
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(ORI © B

o »r 0 @ 0 P

o @ 0 » 0 P

you earlier testified to in looking at that
record? That's nine?

I can't -- I can't make that out.

That's fine. 1If you can't make it out.

Yeah. In what year -- no.

Just -- just -- she -- that's okay. I can get
Ms. McCray to make it out. If you can't make
it out, that's fine.

Well, if we have one my lawyer can look at.
Bub that's == that's for the 1880 eensus. You
do acknowledge that's the 1880 census at the
o7

Ne, T don'kt.

Yo doii ' £?

Because it doesn't say here.

Oh, sure, it does, ma‘'am, at the top.

In June, yeah.

So you acknowledge that's the 1880 census of
the United --

Yeah, the --

-- States of America?

-- Sumter Township.

Here in Sumter?

Sumter. Fourth day. This says 1880, yeah.

Okay. So that is the 1880 census?

WISE COURT REPORTING, LLC
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A. Uh-huh.
Q. That's a accurate reflection of the family of

o = 0 P

o = 0 = 0 B

Phillis and Bennie Weathers. So Bennie was
the husband of Phillis?

YES ..

Okay. And, of those kids -- excuse me -- she
had Priscilla, Mary, Louise, and Lena, and
that's based on your documentation?

She had Louisa, Mary, and Lena, vyes.

And Priscilla?

And Priscilla, vyes.

Okay. All right. So we talking about -- we
singing from the same sheet of music. We've
got an 1880 census that documents Phillis and
Bennie's family.

Uh-huh.

And we've got the document that you presented
that you've typed up that says Phillis married
Bennie Weathers, and it has the four children?
Four daughters, vyes.

Four daughters.

Yeah.

Priscilla, Mary, Louisa, and Lena.

Exactly.

So we -- will you agree we're singing from the

WISE COURT REPORTING, LLC
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same sheet of music now? We're talking about
the same family?
A. Uh-huh.
Q. Okay. I just want to make sure.
MR. BROOKS: I think this was yours. Yeah.
MR. CONNOR: Okay.
0. Now, I believe you earlier testified, and to
the death record, death certificate of Edna,
and you also testified about receiving the
death certificate of Ella; is that right?
The which one?
Blla C: Murphly.

You sent that, vyes.

o > 0 P

Okay. You testified about receiving that and

lodéking at ity i8 that corEect?

P

Yas.

Okay. And, when you look at the entire
document and not just focus on the year of
birth that wvital records put down as 1912, it
puts down the mother's maiden name, and you've
looked at it; 1is that correct?

At what, Murphy's maiden name?
That's right. You see right here?

Oh, Priscilla?

@I © I

Right.

WISE COURT REPORTING, LLC
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A. pucs

Q. And -- and what is the last name of Priscilla?
A. It says there Weathers.

Q. Okay.

A. =T

Q. All right. Okay. And Priscilla was a child

(O A © T

10

o r 0 P

of Bennie; is that right?

hac: o8

According to your sheet?

According to the fact, yes.

And to the facts. Okay. So, according to the
death certificate, Ella's mama was Priscilla?
That's what that said, but that's incorrect.
So you're saying that the South Carolina death
certificate --

Let me see that.

Because you testified to seeing that from us.
Oh, this is Murphy.

I understand. But you -- you acknowledge that
it does have her mother's maiden name as
Priscilla Weathers on the death certificate?
Priscilla, that -- that was her name, yes.
Okay. And that's the same Priscilla that's in

the 1880 census of Phillis and Bennie's family

WISE COURT REPORTING, LLC
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A. Well, I don't know --

Q. == gnd on your sheet?

A. -- because I couldn't see that, and -- and it
couldn't have been, because, if that's 1880
and 9 from 10 leaves 1, that would have been
like 1701.

Q. Well, I'm just saying --

A. Doesn't make --

Q. == WE -- YOU == you ==

A. == Fny sSense,; ne.

Q. -- you acknowledged that that 1880 census, you
just acknowledged that the 1880 census --

A. But I couldn't see the age of the child that
you're talking about.

Q. I understand. But you acknowledged that we
were singing from the same sheet of music, to
use that phrase. I asked you, are we talking
about the same set of people? You said yes.

LF The set of people, vyes.

The set of people that I showed you on the
June 1880. Might not have the ages of the
people right, but we acknowledge that we're
talking about the same people?

A. Exactly.

Q. Okay. The same sheet of people that you wrote

WISE COURT REPORTING, LLC
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[ | mas

Uh-huh.

-- and the same sheet of people from the 1880
census. If you need me to go back and get 1it,
I'll get it.

No, you don't need to do that.

Okay. All right. And so, on the death
certificate of Ella C. Murphy, we have
mother's maiden name Priscilla Weathers.
That's the same Priscilla Weathers that's born
to Bennie and Phillis from the -- that
established her existence in the 1880 census,
(e gl (= ety

But, first of all, where did the Ella Murphy
come from?

Just answer my -- Jjust answer my question.

Ask your question again, please.

Okay. Aren't we talking about the same sheet
of music, the same family? You said the June
1880 census that documents in Sumter the
family of Phillis and Bennie Weathers, because
they were married to one another --

Uh-huh.

-- that also documented on your documents that

you submitted as evidence Phillis and Bennie,

WISE COURT REPORTING, LLC
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(ORI © I

e

fD > 0 O

they had four girls, Priscilla being one,
Mary, Louisa, Lena. The June 1880 census has
the same four girls. I asked you, are we
talking about the same family, the same sheet
of music? You said yes; isn't that correct?
That's correct. But the other thing about
that is, I can't -- couldn't even make out the
name on there. She wasn't born in 1880, so it
couldn't have been. She couldn't have been on
there.

Okay. You said she was born in 1876.

1876.

So she would have been documented in the 1880
census if she was born in 1876.

Oh, yes. Yes, yes. You're right.

Okay. So we're talking --

You're right.

-- about the same ==

FESy et -

-- sheet of music?

Exactly.

The same family?

hds -

So Priscilla Weathers is listed on the death

certificate as the mother of Ella C. Murphy;
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zOIDzO{DzO (@) B e B o OB

P

MR. BROOKS: Where 1is that death certificate that

COURT REPORTER: That's C, 1s the death certificate

isn't that correct?

It's listed, yes. But it's not true.

Okay. What do you have to show that Ella is
not the daughter of Priscilla Weathers?
Because, when --

Do you have anything to show that?

Yes, we do. We have a --

What do you have to show --

We have a death certificate --

Okay.

-- from Ella Willis that her -- that Edna's
son presented.

Okay.

Now, that was in 2000. Now, here you come in
2024 with Ella Murphy.

Okay.

That we know nothing about --

Let¥s

== MENEEr Icard &t

Let's look at that.

Okay.

has Ella Willis on it?

that I marked.
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COURT

B

s

0

o » 0 ¥

MR. CONNOR: Exhibit C.

MR. CONNOR: Our exhibits.

REPORTER: Yes.

Okay. All right. Now, I want to take a look
at this document again that you're talking
about. This is Plaintiff's Exhibit C. On
this document, when it says maiden name of
mother down here at the bottom, what does it
have --

Elizabeth White.

Okay. But that is not Phillis and it is not
Priscilla?

No, it isn't.

Okay.

It is Ella.

It is Ella>?

Yeah.

But, on this document that you're talking
about as the document of the certificate of
death for Ella Willis --

Uh-huh.

-- it has her father as Stephen Bradford; 1is
that correct?

Bresford(ph), ves.

And it has her being born in 1880; is that

WISE COURT REPORTING, LLC
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correct?
That'es &drrect.

And it also has her mother's name as Elizabeth

White.

A. Yeb.

- Aren't we talking about a different person?

A. What do you mean? Who?

Q. We're not talking about the offspring of
Priscilla.

A. You're --= yvau'be == you'tse ==

Q. What I'm saying is, okay, this Ella --

A. Yep

N -- has her mother's name on the date of death

A. Uh-huh.

Q. -- as Elizabeth White.

A. That's correct.

OfF Not Priscilla as her mama.

A. We're talking Ella. Right. Ella. Priscilla
is not her mother.

Q. Okay.

A. g =

Q. Priscilla was not this mama?

A. Was not Ella's mother.

Q. This Ella, Ella Willis, on this death

WISE COURT REPORTING, LLC
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L ST R

certificate.

That's -- that's a -- that's the one that her
son presented.

Okay.

And I don't know where you got her birth date
from.

But on this from the South Carolina wvital
records --

Well --

-- 1t has her mother. You do acknowledge that
it has her mother listed as Priscilla
Weathers?

Yeah. Somebody did that.

Okay. I'm just -- we're just talking about
different documents. So, obviously, Ella
Murphy and this Ella Willis are two different
people?

Exactly.

And this Ella Willis could not be the daughter
of this Priscilla?

Neither is that one.

Oh, no, no. But I'm asking you --

Yes.

-- specifically --

That's correct.

WISE COURT REPORTING, LLC
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e -- on this one.

A. &he's npt, ne-

Q. We know this for sure?

A. That that's not Priscilla's daughter, yes.

Q. All right.

A. We know that for sure.

Q. And for this one, vou -- there's still
question about. In your mind, I understand

you say there's not.

A. Uh-huh.
But what other information do you have that
says Ella C. Murphy is not the daughter of

Priscilla Weathers? We've already covered

e aiid <

A. Uh-huh.

@ So what other information you got?

A. But, when you look at the date --

Q. Hold on. Listen to me. Listen to me.

A. Well, we have to --

S Hold on. What other information do you have?
You said you had the certificate of birth.

A. res .

Q. Or death.

By Right.

0. We've acknowledged that this is -- this woman

WISE COURT REPORTING, LLC
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is not the child of Priscilla.

Right.

So my question is, what other information do
you have?

I have the information, when I researched the
Sumter Item --

Okay.

-- there, it was no cemetery records for this
lady.

Okay.

For the Murphy lady.

Okay.

And there was no record of Ella Murphy. When
I researched the person, there was a Ella Mae,
which I stated before.

Okay.

A Ella Murphy in Sumter died on that same day,
two -- 1974.

And what did that obituary say?

What obituary?

The obituary of Ella Murphy, what did that
obituary -- since you brought up the Sumter
Item, that leads me to my next question.
Well, you know, that's -- that's not set in

stone, you know.
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A.

MR.

MR.

MR.

MR.

Okay. Well, I mean, I understand that --
U=yl

-- Ms. Parker.

Where do you see the -- yeah.

But these are the only records that we have.

Uh-huh.

MR. BROOKS: Do we have the obituary?

It would be in there. Yeah.

COURT REPORTER: The only thing, I have a packet

that was marked as --

CONNOR: Exhibit C is what, Charles, your office
sent us. It has the two deeds that are death
certificates you're claiming are not correct.
And it does have the --

BROOKS: I'm looking for the obituary.

CONNOR: It does have the obituary. Look at
Exhibit C, where it's got your letter,
Charles.

BROOKS: Okay. Let's see.

There it is. Oh, no, that's the death
certificates.

Here we go, here we go, here we go. He's
handed it to you. He's handed it to you.
This is the death certificate.

That's what you showed. Yes.

Ph: (803) 290-1988 102 Sandy Run Ct., Sandy Run, SC 29053 wisecourtreporting@gmail.com
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10

A.
Q.

MR. CONNOR: Your Honor, Ifve got to --

Okay. So, in addition to the death
certificate that we're talking about, we have
a documented obituary in the Sumter Item that
has Mrs. Murphy, Ella C. Murphy, and it also,
it has in here that her mother's name was
Priscilla Weathers.

That's what that has, yes.

Okay. And we're sayling that's the same
Priscilla Weathers who would have been born --
1876.

-- who would have been born to Phillis and
Bennie. Priscilla, Ella's mama, is listed in
the obituary and listed in the South Carolina
vital records.

Ul -ty .

Both documents have Ella Murphy's mama as
Priscilla Weathers.

Uh-huh. But the --

Do you acknowledge that? Hold on. Hold on.

I -- ockay. I'm going to get you -- I'm going
to let you answer. I'm going to let you
explain. I'm going to let you explain.

Oh, my.

But we do acknowledge --

WISE COURT REPORTING, LLC
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THE

MR.

THE

MR.

THE

MR.

THE

MR.

THE

MR.

COURT: Hang on just a second, Charles. Yes,
B,

CONNOR: I'm just saying my only objection is,
she's claimed she's seen the documents. This
is the first time. So she can say that, vyes,
she has seen something she can't even read.
But she can't acknowledge that it is the
actual vital record. That's just -- we even
said the same thing on on it. So she's
testified to that. She's seen it.

COURT: Okay.

CONNOR: But she -- he's trying to say we agree
that it's the vital record itself.

COURT: Okay. And, I mean, y'all agreed --

BROOKS: Oh, well, he put it into evidence. We
agreed. I mean, and all I'm saying is --

COURT: Hang on. Hang on. Hang on. Now --

BROOKS: All I'm saying --

COURT: -- I thought they were marked for
exhibits. So y'all stipulate that A, B --
that A through D are into evidence. I don't
remember anybody asking --

CONNOR: Well, Your Honor -- Your Honor, when we
came here today, I had seen the death

certificates that he is slamming my client
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THE
MR.

THE

MR.

THE

MR.

THE

THE

COURT REPORTER: We've marked A through G, Your

about. That's what he sent us to prove that

Edna was Ella's -- and apparently he's now --
he's showing how these aren't correct. He
gave them to us. That's -- he's --

COURT: Okay. Well --

CONNOR: So that's the first thing. The second
thing is, is that we didn't see the census
records until literally we just walked in
here.

COURT: Okay.

CONNOR: And my client really can't see it,
because it's written in handwritten. You can
barely see what's -- what's on it.

COURT: Okay. But y'all agree that the exhibits
that I thought were being marked for evidence,
those are in evidence by stipulation? Have
you both looked at them?

BROOKS: Right.

COURT: A through D or A through E?

Henox .

COURT: A through G, okay. So y'all stipulate
that those are in evidence now, can be used,
and both of you have cross -- both of you have

asked questions about them. So those are in

WISE COURT REPORTING, LLC

Ph: (803) 290-1988 102 Sandy Run Ct., Sandy Run, SC 29053 wisecourtreporting@gmail.com



10

=

12

13

14

15

16

ilc%

18

19

20

2 1

20

23

24

25

Page 49
5/27/2025 2024-CP-43-02109

evidence.

(Plaintiff's Exhibits A through G are admitted into

evidence.)

THE COURT: So, then, Mr. Broocks, you're asking --
you're asking this witness to acknowledge --
well, the documents in evidence speaks for
itself. You're asking her to acknowledge
details of that, of that document, and agree
with you. I guess his objection is, and the
record speaks for itself, I'm assuming it's a
-- we're on the obituary. That's different
than a death certificate. But you're just ask
-- you're gquestioning her from those documents
that are in evidence, but you're asking her to
acknowledge the truthfulness or veracity of
information contained therein?

MR. BROOKS: Well, no. I'm asking her is she
talking about the same documents. For
instance, she's talked -- this has been their
main document they put in.

THE WITNESS: No.

THE COURT: You talking about Number A?

MR. BROOKS: Right.

THE COURT: All right.

MR. BROOKS: That's the main -- the first document

WISE COURT REPORTING, LLC
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THE
MR.

THE

MR.

THE

MR.
THE
MR.
THE
MR.
THE

they put in that has Phillis Weathers married
to Bennie Weathers, and it's got the tree of
four daughters, okay? And, number one, you
see me focusing on the -- the alleged daughter
whose name was Priscilla.

COURT: All right.

BROOKS: Okay. That's when we talked -- and
then I came up with the June 1880 census to
show, that was obviously marked by Bennie and
Phillis, and they have these -- these
daughters down.

COURT: Okay.

BROOKS: She looked at it. Now, granted, it's
census records. It's tough. Her lawyer came
up and looked at it with her. But we
acknowledge these are the same people. So
who's in the document --

COURT: Now, that -- is that -- that has --
that's not part of A through --

BROOKS: The June 1880 1s not --

COURT: That's your document?

BROOKS: That's my document. That list --

COURT: That's not in evidence yet?

BROOKS: Not vyet.

COURT: All right.
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MR.
THE

MR.
THE

MR.

MR. BROOKS: 1It's coming.
THE COURT: But you're -- okay, hang on. But you're

asking her about the obituary, and the -- the
objection is, it was only shown -- it's only
recently been shown to her. I mean, if -- 1if
the obituary is into evidence, then the Court
can determine --

BROOKS: That's fine. That's fine.

COURT: -- how -- what -- you know, what, if
any, weight to give it. An obituary is
clearly different than --

BROOKS: Right.

COURT: -- a death certificate, which 1s a state
record. But you're questioning her from the
obituary, ostensibly, I guess, to build or
diminish credibility.

BROOKS: Well, what -- what my -- Judge, if you
follow, my question to her was, what
information do you have that says Ella Murphy
is not the child of Priscilla. We've
established that Priscilla was a child of
Phillis and Bennie. And her response to that
was, this death certificate of Ella Willis
that had her date of death being 1915. And so

then I went to that document and showed her.
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Who does it have as the mother's maiden name?
Elizabeth White, somebody that's not

Priscilla, okay?

THE COURT: We'll call that the -- the --

MR. BROOKS: And then who was her -- and it also has
there -- it does not -- so we're -- so that
document of the death certificate -- and,

obviously, my argument is, that is somebody
different. And then my next question was,
what other information do you have, other than
that, we've covered that; what other
information you have that Ella is not the
child of Priscilla.

THE COURT: Well, we were past that, and you were
dealing with the obituary.

MR. CONNOR: Well, my objection actually was for the
vital record. And the reason I objected to
getting her to agree over and over again it 1is
a vital record is, we just barely saw it, and
we know that the death certificates that his
office provided, he's claiming they're not
correct, because the birth certi -- you know,
there's no way it lines up. So the point I'm
trying to make is, we would have a question

about the authenticity in this record without

WISE COURT REPORTING, LLC
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looking at it. That's --

MR. BROOKS: But that's not what -- but hold on. So

I think -- that's not what I'm questioning her
on. What I'm asking her now is what other
information does she have that says Ella is
not the child of Priscilla. She stated one
document, the death certificate of a person
alleged to be Ella Willis. I went through
that, showing that her mother is not the same.
Okay, next question: What else do you have?
So that's where I'm going. What other
information do you have that the Ella Murphy
that I have in the death certificate is not
the child of Priscilla Weathers? That's all

I'm asking.

THE WITNESS: I can answer that.

THE COURT: All right. So -- so, but you haven't

put in -- you haven't put in the census yet?

MR . BROOKS: Correct.

THE COURT: The other -- the other records are in.

That includes the obituary, which was
attachment to -- to one of -- to one of these

records.

MR. BROOKS: Which now you've got to say which

obituary you're talking about.

WISE COURT REPORTING, LLC

Ph: (803) 290-1988 102 Sandy Run Ct., Sandy Run, SC 29053 wisecourtreporting@gmail.com




10

Tl

192

i

14

15

16

i~

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Page 54

5/27/2025 2024-CP-43-02109

MR.

THE

MR.

THE

MR.

THE
MR.
L-HE

MR.

THE

MR.

THE COURT: The one that we -- the one dealing with

COURT REPORTER: I =-- I don't ==

CONNOR: It's the one you -- you provided,

Charles.

COURT: The one dealing with, I believe it's
Ella Murphy.

BROOKS: Yeah, yeah, yeah. No, no, no. Yeah.
That's -- that death -- that obituary, that's
i

COURT: Okay.

BROOKS: The obituary that I was questioning
them about was the one that they purported to
be Ella as offspring of Priscilla. As --

COURT: That's the Sumter Item obituary?

BROOKS : No, no. Wrong.

COURT: That's what we were talking about.

BROOKS: Right. There's two obit -- but there's
-= ELlhete's e -= tHEre!'s a -- thoeel's a death
certificate purported to be a Ella Willis,
died in 1915, that has a mother maiden name as
Elizabeth White.

COURT: All right. We've already passed that,
and we're on to the --

BROOKS: Okay. So, now, my next --

WISE COURT REPORTING, LLC
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THE, COURI':

-- Obituary,

the Sumter Item obituary,

Ella C. Murphy --

MR. BROOKS: Okay.

THE COURT: -- who lists the mother --

MR. BROOKS: All right.

THE COURT: -- as Priscilla Weathers.

MR. BROOKS: And so what I was getting to, and I
asked her about --

THE COURT: And that's what we were questioning when
the objection came.

MR. BROOKS: Right.

THE COURT: But the objection relates to another
document. So -- so I'm going to allow you to
e b ==

MR. BROOKS: Well, I'll simplify.

THE COURT: -- continue questioning about the Sumter
Item obituary, but I -- but I get it. We've
got conflicting documents about Ella Willis
and Ella C. Murphy. I mean, I -- I get it.

MR. BROOKS: 1I'll ask her this.

BY MR. BROOKS:

Q. Ms. Parker, what other documentation do you

have that says Priscilla Weathers is not the

mama of Ella Murphy?

A. The -- the -- the documents that we had was
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the one that Edna Williams' son presented, the
one for Ella Willis. Now, again, I don't know
where the Ella Murphy came from. So that was
done in 2000. You come up with one in 2024.
What document --

That's two different Ellas.

Okay. That's what I -- okay.

> 0O P 0O

Yes, it 1is.

THE COURT: Don't talk over each other. Hang on
just a second.

Q. What document --

THE WITNESS: Okay. Sorry.

Q. What document are you --

THE COURT: Question -- question and answer.

ot Okay. What document are you referring to?
A. I'm referring to the one that Edna Williams'

son presented in 2000.

Q. Okay.
A. That's the one I'm referring to.
Q. All right.

COURT REPORTER: Your Honor, 1if I could clarify
about the obituary, I don't see -- it could be
attached.

MR. CONNOR: It's --

COURT REPORTER: But I don't see 1it.

WISE COURT REPORTING, LLC
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COURT

COURT

MR. CONNOR: It's -- what vou've got is, I think

MR. CONNOR: Charles Brooks' law office actually

MR. CONNOR: You know, I could've sworn I put it --

THE COURT: So let's take a few minutes and get the

MR. CONNOR: Thank you.

THE COURT: I think it's A through E.

1ft"'s am I&%

REPORTER: Okay. I only have one page.

sent us two -- two death certificates to prove
his client's claim. The second part of it was
an actual Ms. Murphy. Again, it's got these
two documents; again, questions all over the
place; and then there is a copy of the Sumter
Item, which is -- again, the cover sheet is
Charles Brooks' office.

REPORTER: But do you see the -- see that as
part of any of the exhibits? I don't see that

as any of them.

I put it in here.

exhibits in order, with both lawyers agreeing
as to Plaintiff's exhibits, that they are --
that -- listed as they have the stickers on
them, and that there's no objection to the
contents of the document, or if it's supposed

to have further attachments.
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COURT REPORTER: A through G.

THE COURT: G. A through G.

MR. CONNOR: Yeah. 1I'm actually looking right now.
I -- this was it. It was -- it was the
Charles Brooks' office.

COURT REPORTER: Okay.

MR. CONNOR: With -- with the obituary --

COURT REPORTER: Okay.

MR. CONNOR: -- that he gave us, and the two death
certificates.

THE COURT: So we didn't have that earlier as part
of it?

MR. CONNOR: I thought -- I could've sworn we did.
But maybe I handed to --

COURT REPORTER: I don't -- there might have been a
couple of documents that --

MR. CONNOR: I see it right here.

COURT REPORTER: -- didn't get marked that were
handed up, but --

MR. CONNOR: Okay. Yeah, that's it right there.
Here it is. I mean, she must have got it, I
guess, when I --

COURT REPORTER: Okay.

THE COURT: You need paperclips or staples?

COURT REPORTER: I've got some. Thank you.
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MR. CONNOR: Okay, thank you. Thanks.

COURT REPORTER: But I will -- I can mark this as H
if that'es £48s.

MR. CONNOR: Okay. Thanks. That's fine.
Appreciate 1it.

THE COURT: Okay. Charles, you go through them.

Mr. Connor, you look through them and make

sure --
MR. CONNOR: That's -- those are Charles' products.
THE COURT: -- that everything we have is stipulated

to as in evidence.

MR. CONNOR: Okay. Yeah, it's -- it's stipulated
into evidence as having been received by the
office.

MR. BROOKS: I -- I was just getting ready to ask,
is this the document she's referring to that
was filed by --

THE COURT: Okay. First, make sure we got -- have
you looked at them?

MR. BROOKS: Yeah.

THE COURT: Okay.

MR. BROOKS: Yeah, I've seen all of them.

THE COURT: All right. I want to make sure they're
all in, so everybody's looked at them --

MR. CONNOR: Okay. Thanks.
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THE COURT: -- and they don't go anywhere.

MR. CONNOR: Thanks.

MR. BROOKS: Okay.

THE COURT: Because, obviously, they're conflicting.
All right. Go ahead.

BY MR. BROOKS:

D) Ms. Parker, is this the document that you're
referring to that you said Willie Williams
would have filed?

A. This distribution, yes, he did that.

Okay.
And what is the second page? Oh, that's just
a continuation. Okay.

Q. Okay. 1Is that document that you were saying

A. But it looks like it, yes.

Okay. All right. 1Is it -- 1is -- 1s there
anything else other than the death certificate
of Elizabeth Willis that had her at 1915 and
Willie Williams' document that you just looked
at --=

A. But I ~-=

Q. -- that's Exhibit B?

A. May I say this, please?

Q. I just want to make sure. Well, I'm trying to

WISE COURT REPORTING, LLC
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THE

THE

THE
THE
MR.

THE

THE
THE

THE

THE

THE
THE
THE
THE

THE

-- I'm trying to narrow down --
I'm not -- I'm not following you.

COURT: You can -- ma'am, you need to -- you
need to first answer his question, and then
you gan ==

WITNESS: Okay.

So, and let me --

COURT: Hang on. Hang on. Hang on.

WITNESS: Okay.

BROOKS: Okay.

COURT: You have to just first answer his
question --

WITNESS: Okay.

COURT: -- to the best of your ability, and then
you -- and then you can explain.

WITNESS: Okay.

COURT: So, but this -- but let me tell you,
this isn't -- you know, this isn't a contest.

There's no jury here.

WITNESS: Right.

COURT: So we're just trying --

WITNESS: Sure.

COURT: -- to get information to the Court so
that I can make the best decision --

WITNESS: Right.
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THE

THE

THE
THE
THE
THE

MR.

@)

THE COURT: -- possible on the -- I guess the

WITNESS: Yes.

COURT: But, when he asks a question, you just

WITNESS: Okay.

COURT: -- your answer in detail. Okay.
WITNESS: Okay.

COURT: So let's proceed.

BROOKS: Okay.

BY MR. BROOKS:

evidence, which I guess some of it conflicts.

need to answer it. Don't -- don't try to
presuppose where he's going. Just -- just
answer the question. But you have an

opportunity to explain --

And I'm -- I'm going to let you know why I'm
asking this question, Ms. Parker. You said
that the Priscilla -- and -- and -- is not the
mother of the Ella Murphy that my client says.
That's what your position has been.

That's my position, vyes.

Okay. And now my question was, what
documentation do you rely on? And you said
the Ella Willis death certificate. Ella
Willis died in 1915. We talked about that.

And then I said, what else do you have? And
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o Pr 0 P

LGN - © B

you said the document filed by Willie
Williams. That would be Exhibit B. Is that
Distribution.

Is that -- it's got Plaintiff's Exhibit B at
the bottom --

Yeah, it looks like it, vyes.

Okay.

Uh-huh.

Is that the documentation that you -- the
additional document that you were relying on
that says Priscilla is not the mother of El1la?
You lost me there.

Okay.

Say that again.

All right. I'm going to take it 1in steps.
You -- you -- I'm going to start from, you
said --

Okay.

-- Priscilla is not the mama of Ella. That's
what you said. The Ella Murphy that we've
had, you said --

Oh, yes. Yes.

-- that Priscilla --

Yes.

WISE COURT REPORTING, LLC
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-- 1s not the mother of her.

Esegituil s «

Okay. And then I said, what documentation do
you have? And you said that, one, I got
documentation with the death certificate of
Ella Willis. And then I said let's stop about
it. And then we talked about it, and I
pointed out the maiden name, and we talked
about i1t. Then I said, what else, what other
documents do you have that says Priscilla 1is
not the mama of Ella? And you said the
document filed by Willie Williams. And so we
stopped. I pulled out this particular
document --

Distribution.

-- that's designated by the Court as Exhibit
B 5

Uh-huh.

Is that the document that you were talking
about when you said Willie Williams, where he
filed?

I'm talking about he filed for a deed under
Magursky (ph) .

That's right.

And that is the death certificate, 2000.
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(@)

©p o p o PO P

Again, I don't know where you come 2'24 with

another Ellis. Those are two different
Ellises.

Okay. But -- but --

Yeah.

-- it -- okay. Is this the document that you

were referring to that was filed by Willie?
This is a, yeah, deed of distribution. It is.
Okay. That's -- that'g ==

p ==

-- the one? O0Okay. Is there any --

But what does it have to do with it?

Well, hold on. Hold on.

Okay.

So do you have anything else that you're
relying on? Two things you're relying on:

The death certificate of Elizabeth Willis --
excuse me, Ella Willis.

Uh-huh.

The deed of distribution filed by Willie
Williams known as Plaintiff's Exhibit B. Is
there any other document that you're relying
on that says Priscilla is not the mama of Ella
C. Murphy?

Yes. Because --
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o« What other documents?

A. -- on -- on the death certificate, it stated
that Ella Willis's mother was Elizabeth White.
So that's when I pulled that. I'm a
researcher.

Q. Okay.

So, when I pulled that up, there it is right
there. It says Ella Willis is the daughter of
Elizabeth White. And her father was Steve
Braceford (ph) .

©.. Okay.

A. Yesl;

s All right. But this --

A. So that's what I'm -- that's what I'm going
on.

Q. Okay. This is -- but this is not the
documentation that we were talking about for
the date of the -- the death record of
Elizabeth Murphy?

A. I -- 1 ==

Q. Excuse me. Ella Murphy?

Yeah. I answered your question, because you
asked me did I have any other. That's the one
that I'm relying on.

Q. Okay. All right.
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A. HES
O Is it -- 1is it so you're relying on this one,

o @ oa ¢

10

?OED‘IO:I’?O

which is Exhibit C? Because 1it's got C at the
bottom that your lawyer had designated.

Yeah. That's why we're in court today.

Okay.

Tes.

And the Willie Williams document, the deed of
distribution that's filed, that's known as
Exhibit B.

Okay.

Are there any other of these exhibits that
you'rne relyihg ong

I don't think I need another other than what
he filed in 2000.

Okay.

Which, to me, 1is exact.

I gotcha.
Yias.
OCkay. And all of these -- some of these other

documents are like letters that you have
written, like --

To clarify, yes.

== bo Cclarify?

Yes.
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Q. But these are letters that you wrote?

A. Yes,

e Like you wrote a letter, it's known as Exhibit
D, you wrote that to attorney Morris Mazursky?

A. Yebs.

Q. Okay. And --

A. When I finally found out.

Q. I gotcha.

P s Because nobody -- we weren't notified, or not
even about you, that you're going to be an
attorney for this same thing. We didn't know
ellaics Fip™

Q. Okay.

A. No one said to me that you were going to be,
or that you were doing anything with this
case.

Q. Okay.

Yes, sir.

And then you wrote this letter to Sumter
County Courthouse, that's known as Exhibit E,
if you can just look closer. That's your
letter, right?

A. The deed of distribution, ves.

Q. Okay.

Yes. I was questioning it.
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(98 And that was a -- your response to seeing
this, right?
A. Yes.
Q. Okay. Just want to make sure. Okay. All
right.
MR. BROOKS: Beg the Court's indulgence.
THE COURT: Yes, sir.
THE WITNESS: This one was too.
MR. BROOKS: No other questions.
THE COURT: Redirect?
MR. CONNOR: Thank you, Your Honor.

@

REDIRECT EXAMINATION OF CELESTINE PARKER

BY MR. CONNOR:

Tf somebody, anybody, came in and filed a
title action and made a claim to be a
relative, who -- who has the burden proof of
showing that they're a relative? 1Is it the
I would think -- because I know who I am. I
think they are.

Okay.

Yeah. That --

Is that your understanding, coming into the
quiet title action, that the person who is
claiming an interest would have to bring the

proof?
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A. s
Q. Okay. And we testified about -- let me make

A.
B3 .
COURT REPORTER: Probably H at the very back.
MR. CONNOR: Okay. H in the back?

COURT REPORTER: Make sure that's the correct one

o> 0

sure I got the right exhibit. It's the letter
from --
Okay.

-- Mr. Brooks's office.

though. Yeah.

Have you got a copy right there, by the -- by
the way, too?

Yes, this one.

Okay. Go ahead and --

Okay.

T'm going to read from it, because, when you
received this, what was your understanding of
why that -- that office sent it to our side?
Well, I was -- I was very surprised that he
was the lawyer for this, being he was the
guardian ad litem for the -- for the -- this
same family to begin with when the -- the
State Department of Transportation came
through. And he's not disputing -- he's

saying here he's not disputing that I'm
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responsible. We wouldn't be here today --
Right.

-- 1f I had not paid the taxes, because nobody
else was or did. And I do -- I know my
interest in the --

Okay.

-- property, yes.

Just to kind of go, the last paragraph, and
I'll just read it into the record --

Uh-huh. Okay.

-- for the @Gourt: "PElease see obituary and
death certificate for Ella Murphy, daughter
Priscilla Willis -- Weathers Willis, which
clearly lists her surviving daughter as Edna
Williams. Edna Williams is the natural mother
of Juliaette Blanding and Willie Williams.
Juliaette Blanding is the natural mother." So
is it fair to say this -- this is telling you,
in the packet you received, that these death
certificates prove their case, that the --
that the death certificates show, these death
certificates allegedly show that Edna was a
daughter of Ella, correct?

Bes .

That's what they're alleging?
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A. pg 1P

Q. Okay .

A. And we're not disputing that.

Q. Okay.

A. And Ella was the daughter of Elizabeth White.
Sl Okay .

A. And not Priscilla, so --

Q. So we're relying, looking at these documents.
A. Uh-huh.

s And, of course, these documents, as we said,

would show that, you know, Ella would have
been four years old having Edna --

Yes.

-- within this. So those documents,
apparently =-

Okay.

And then the other document you received that
we put in you said came from Willie?

YiEes.

Okay. And you received it from Willie?

No, I didn't know at the time we went to the

courthouse to pull the -- pull the -- the -- I
got. -- I goL ne respense Of NO ==
Okay.

-- cooperation from him at all.

WISE COURT REPORTING, LLC

Ph: (803) 290-1988 102 Sandy Run Ct., Sandy Run, SC 29053 wisecourtreporting@gmail.com



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

2

213

24

245

Page 73

5/27/2025 2024-CP-43-02109
Q. Okay. So --

A. That's why I went through the attorney.

Q. Okay. So we just talked about a second ago --
A. 1CE.

Q. -- 1f somebody claims an interest, they have a

(O © B

duty to prove this. They -- they sent in two
death certificates that showed it's impossible
for the person to have been. And you -- of
course, you're relying on this --

Neither one.

-- as a vital record.

Yes.

The same type of thing as the -- as right now,
when was the first time you saw this, the
handwritten census?

That he had ==

Yeah.

-- from -- I glimpsed it when we were 1in the
hall.

Okay.

Just then. Yes.

Do you think it's possible there might be some
other issues as -- as being claimed on these
death certificates?

No. Again, I believe the one that Willie did
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in 2000.
28 Okay.
And, again, she was never -- Priscilla was

c » O » O » O » O P O P O

never a Willis.

Okay.

I mean, not a -- no, she was never a Willis.
Okay, okay.

Yegs,

But it's fair to say that --

Uh-huh.

-- this brings serious questions about --
Yes.

-- what we've received from the other side --
A==

-- claiming to be vital records?

That's correct.

And had you seen the Sumter Item before? I
mean, had you seen it online or anything else,
I means

Yeah, I pulled it up, vyes.

Okay. Do you -- you were asked a question,
since we're talking about proving the
negative, and I didn't think I'd have to go
here, but since it was, I'm going to go ahead

and respond to it. Do you recognize this
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document?

A. Yes. Back in August of 26, 2002, I, Ethel
Dupree Gaymon, do certify with knowledge that
Edna Earl Williams is not a descendant of
Phillis Weathers.

MR. BROOKS: Your Honor --

A. Having grown up in the --

THE COURT: Hang on. Hang on. Hang on just a
second.

THE WITNESS: Oh, I'm sorry.

THE COURT: Go ahead.

THE WITNESS: I didn't hear.

MR. BROOKS: I would object to this. I mean, this

is clearly hearsay, unless Ms. Gaymon is going

to tegtify teé this s0 she gan be suldject to

cross-examination.

Well, let me just ask, is she alive?

No, she isn't.

Okay. When did she pass away?

> 0 B 0O

That's her daughter there.

MS. BLACK: 2005.

Q. In two thousand -- so three years after this
-- this letter?

A. She wrote it in 2002.

Right.
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MR. CONNOR: Your Honor, we've been pretty loose as
far as letting stuff in.

MR. BROOKS: Judge, I object to --

THE COURT: Let him finish first. So the objection
is -- the objection is it's not admissible,
hearsay, 1t's obviously not the witness's
statement, and this person is deceased that

MR.
THE
THE

MR.

THE
MR .
THE
MR .

THE

signed it;

is that correct?

Gaymon?

CONNOR :
COURT':
WITNESS:

CONNOR :

cross-examination is because

that =
COURT :
CONNOR :
COURT:
CONNOR :
COURT:

it -

is --

wrong witness for it to come

hearsay from the standpoint of Ms.

That that 1is.
She's deceased?

She's deceased, yes.

And the only reason I brought it in on

Well, this is

Right. I == I

Okay. So you --

SOELY,

Okay. So, Mr. Brooks,

this witness i1s not here

this 1s the plaintiff,

Parker?

She died in 2005.

redirect.

gotcha.

Ethel Dupree

of the allegation

Okay.

your objection
to testify, this
or this 1is the

im mnder, er iLt's

Celestine
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MR. BROOKS: Correct.

THE COURT: All right. And then, Mr. Connor, your
-- your response 1is?

MR. CONNOR: Well, you know, first of all, it's
that, you know, dying, she's passed on, so she
couldn't be -- I realize that there's -- we've
been somewhat loose about things we have let
in, things we've just -- just seen, and
allowed in, understanding the objections to
them. Like, for example, allowing in
documents, like, we can't even read, but
letting them in for the Court to analyze.

THE COURT: Well, was that by -- was that by
stipulation or by agreement?

MR. BROOKS: Judge, I haven't asked for anything to
be submitted yet. All I talked to her was I
asked her to look at 1870 census to verify
that we were talking about the same people.
She looked at it. Now, granted, that's how
people write things down, the census. I
didn't have anything to do with it 150 years
ago. But you can clearly, with your glasses,
you can look at it and see Bennie and Phillis,
and then it has the same kids that she put

down in her documents that he has submitted as
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THE COURT: All right. So I haven't read this yet.

MR. BROOKS: It goes to the ultimate issue.

THE COURT: So here's what we're going to do: I'm

MR. BROOKS: Right.

THE COURT: So, if I decide it's out, I'm just not

evidence. All I asked her to do was confirm
we're talking about the same people, Bennie
and Phillis and their family. She said yes.

And I left it at that.

But, Mr. Brooks, 1is 1t -- 1is 1t -- I mean,
what's the -- what's the offensive nature of

it? Does it go the ultimate issue, or does it

golng to admit it as -- for identification at
this point. I'm going to allow the witness to
testify to it. And I'll hold in abeyance
ruling as to whether, based on the balance of
the hearing and the other testimony, as to
whether it's admissible later or not. Again,

we don't have a jury here.

going to consider it. But, for now, in the
interest of time, I'm going to allow the
witness to -- again, admitted for
identification as Plaintiff's, I guess that

would be G.
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COURT REPORTER: I have it as "I."

THE COURT: "I," okay. So Plaintiff's I for

THE COURT: And, Mr. Connor, you can ask Ms. Parker

MR. CONNOR: Thank you, Your Honor.

BY MR. CONNOR:

€ -

2 0 B oo

identification only.
(Plaintiff's Exhibit I is marked

for identification purposes.)

your question.

Okay. Please tell the Court about who Ms.
Ethel Gaymon was --

Okay.

-- and your connection to her, please.

Okay. Ethel Gaymon was the daughter of -- of
Ms. Dupree, which is the daughter of Phillis.
So Ethel would be the granddaughter of Lena
and my first cousin, yes.

Okay. And where did -- did she live within
proximity of Ms. Phillis, or where did --
where did she live?

She lived here in Sumter.

Okay.

Is that what you mean? Yeah.

SO ==

Now, Phillis has been dead since --

WISE COURT REPORTING, LLC
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Q. Right.

A. You know, but she knew. She knew about it,
obviously.

Gl Okay.

(@)

8.
MR. CONNOR: No further questions, Your Honor.
THE COURT: Mr. Brooks, recross?

RECROSS-EXAMINATION OF CELESTINE PARKER
BY MR. BROOKS:

Q. What did Ethel -- Ms. Gaymon say about Ella?

Because she said that she grew up in the same
community and she was taken in by a daughter
of Phillis Weathers, and she was raised by
that daughter as a good neighbor gesture.
Okay.

Uh-huh.

And how did you get a hold of this, this

document? How did it come to you?

Well, I used to visit, and we -- we -- she
said that -- well, she said what she did, and
she agreed to write this letter. And we -- we

accepted it.
Okay.
Yey.

Okay.

Is there anything in this document about Ella?

WISE COURT REPORTING, LLC
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A. No. Not about Ella.

0. Nothing --

A. We aren't talking about Ella. We are talking
about Edna and Phillis.

Q. Okay. And so she doesn't say anything about
Edna being the offspring of Ella? She doesn't
talk about any of that?

A. No, she didn't say that. That's not what we
ask.

gL, Okay.

Yeah.

And she doesn't say anything about Ella being
the offspring of Phillis -- I mean, excuse me,
Priscilla? She doesn't -- this document, she
-- she does not say anything about Ella --

A. No, she -- no.

-- being a daughter of Priscilla? It's not in
here, right?

A. Correct. No. She -- you see what she's
talking about. She's talking about --

Q. Edna --

A. -- Edna being --

Q. Edna --

A. -- raised, yeah.

L8 -- being raised by Priscilla?

WISE COURT REPORTING, LLC
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Not a descendant.

Not a descendant?

No. ©No, not -- not -- not -- no. No. Huh-
uh.

Okay.

You're saying that --

Well, I'm just looking at your document.
Okay. You're saying Edna is Ella's daughter,
and, Bllis 18 -— L8 —

Priscilla's daughter?

-- Phillis's daughteéer.

And Priscilla --

And that's what we're here to prove.

And Priscilla is Phillis's daughter?

Tha's" 5 ecFESCL.

So this document here that's signed by Ethel
Gaymon - -

Uh-huh.

-- doesn't talk about who Ella's mama is?
No, no. We're talking about Phillis and --
and Edna.

Oh, okay.

Is who we're talking about.

Okay.

Yes.

Ph: (803) 290-1988 102 Sandy Run Ct., Sandy Run, SC 29053 wisecourtreporting@gmail.com

WISE COURT REPORTING, LLC




10

11

152

13

14

15

16

17

18

g

20

24

22

23

24

25

Page 83

5/27/2025 2024-Cp-43-02109

Q.

A. That wasn't a question, no.

Q. I'm just -- just -- just answer my question.

A. No, it doesn't.

Q. Okay. All right.

MR. BROOKS: No other questions.

THE COURT: Okay. All right. Thank you.

MR. CONNOR: Your Honor, this will be very quick,
but I have two witnesses just to up there and
confirm what her --

THE COURT: Thank you. Any other questions for this
witness?

MR. CONNOR: No.

THE COURT: Okay. Ma'am, you can step down.

(Portion of proceeding not ordered)

Whereupon,

VALERIE MCCRAY,
having been duly sworn/affirmed to speak
the truth, the whole truth, and nothing
but the truth by the Court, testified as
follows:

THE COURT: Okay. You are sworn. So give your name

All right. Okay. And doesn't say anything
about who Ella's mama is or anything about

Priscilla's mama-?

and spelling to the court reporter, and then
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answer the questions posed by Mr. Brooks.

THE WITNESS: Valerie R. McCray. That's V-A-L-E-R-

L=E, M-E-C-Resle-Y .
DIRECT EXAMINATION OF VALERIE MCCRAY

BY MR. BROOKS:
Q.

All right, Ms. McCray. Take a deep breath. I
know you don't come into court very often.
No.

I'm going to put some of these documents back
in front of you that Plaintiff stipulated and
put into evidence. Some of them you may end
up referencing. Spread them out for you.
Okay.

Make it easier for you to get to.

All right.

I'll right. I think we got it figured out a
little bit. Okay. All right. So your name
is Valerie McCray?

Yeas, NE 8.

Okay. Who's your mama?

Juliaette Blanding.

All right. Who was her mama?

Ms. Edna Earl Williams.

Okay. And who was her mama?

Priscilla -- I mean, not Priscilla. That was

WISE COURT REPORTING, LLC
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her grandmother. Ella.

Okay. And that would have been Ella Murphy?
oS,

Okay. Well, the person that died in 1974 was
Ella Murray -=-

Correart.

-- 1is that correct?

Yes .

Okay. And who was her mama?

Priscilla.

Okay. And Priscilla was one of the four
children of Phillis; is that correct?

Yes,

There's no dispute in your mind about that?
No.

Okay. Now, I think we've got some death
records already into evidence. Just going to
make sure we got what we need in here. And
then, if it's not, then we're going to add our
stuff to it. Okay. All right. I'm handing
you part of Plaintiff's Exhibit H. I want you
to take a look at it.

All right.

I see you got your magnifying glass with you.

Yes.

WISE COURT REPORTING, LLC

Ph: (803) 290-1988 102 Sandy Run Ct., Sandy Run, SC 29053 wisccourtreporting@gmail.com




10

11

A2

13

14

15

16

Ly

18

19

20

21

22

2:3

24

25

Page 86

5/27/2025 2024-CP-43-02109

Q; Okay. All right. That is the -- 1is that the
death certificate you're looking at?

A. Yes, it 1is, for Ella.

Q. That's a death certificate for Ella Murphy; 1is
that correct?

A. Correat..

& Okay. And it has down there her date of death
being March 11, 1974; is that correct?

A. YR .

Okay. And it has her father's name as
Pinckney Willis; is that correct?

A. p =i
And it has her mother's name as Priscilla
Weathers?

A. Yes.

(3 Okay. All right. And it also has informant
name 1is daughter Edna Williams.

A. Gak BecGt .

Q. Okay. Who is Edna?

A. It's -- it's my grandmother.

Q. Okay. All right. And, now, I know a lot of
times women don't like to answer these
questions. How old are you, Ms. McCray?

A. I'll be 69 in September.

Q. Okay. All right. So you were around in 19747
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A. Correct.
Q. Okay. So, if you're 69, and 1974, that's 51

(ORI © B

years ago, you'd have been about 17, 18 years
aldy

A

Okay. Did you happen to know Ella?

Yes, I did.

Okay. Did you see her, talk to her, you know
-- you know, it wasn't like a one-off, but you
saw her and you had conversations with her?
Yes, I did, every day after I got out of
school. Matter of fact, her daughter, my
uncle, and I, and another uncle went up to
North Carolina to get her because she got
sick. So her daughter Edna brought her back
to 426 Council Street and kept her until her
health started failing, until she passed in
'74 .

Okay. All right. Now, looking at this death
certificate, 1t has -- for date of birth, it
does not have a specific date of birth. It
has a year, 1912.

TS .

Okay. Now, can you -- you went and pulled

this record; is that correct?

WISE COURT REPORTING, LLC
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A. Yes, I did.

Q. Why does it have just a year?

A. Because they didn't keep dates of birth or
really dates of people dying until 19-I think-
15, because of the census and stuff like that.
That what was told to me, so that's why they
would stamp a date on it -- I mean, not a
date, the year. So that's why it's 1912. And
Edna has 1915 or 1916, something like that.
Yeah.

0. Now, on Edna's, it has the specific date of
birth; 1s that correct?

A. Yes, correct.

Q. May 27, 19607

A. Yes.

Q. And May 27th is today.

A. Correat,.

Q. Okay. Happy birthday to your grandmama. So,
now, in Ella's death certificate, it has age
gt 62 ;

A. Yes, 1t does.

Q. Now, you dispute that facet; am I correct?

A. Yes.

Q. Okay. Because you knew Ella?

A. pa=i= I

Ph: (803) 290-1988 102 Sandy Run Ct., Sandy Run, SC 29053 wisecourtreporting@gmail.com

WISE COURT REPORTING, LLC




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

i

20

24l

2,2,

23

24

25

Page 89

5/27/2025 2024-CP-43-02109

Q. You were around Ella?

A. P

Q. Was she 627

A. No.

Q. Okay. What did you -- how old did you know
her to be?

Al 80.

Okay. And was it -- is it clear that, you
being a teenager, 17, 18 years old at the
time, do you feel confident that you could
discern between somebody in their early 60s
versus somebody in their 80s?

A. Of course.

Okay. Somebody -- particularly somebody
you're talking to regularly; is that correct?

A. Yes, correct.

Okay. Because and you said Edna was around
teo Eherly iE thHat odrrect?

A. Corrast .

Q Edna passed away in 19977

L Correct.

Q. Okay. So, clearly, you knew what -- had an
idea of what the ages were of these people; 1is
that correct?

A. L=

WISE COURT REPORTING, LLC
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5

A.
Q.

MR. BROOKS: May I approach my witness, Judge?

TRE COURT: Yeu may.

Q. If you could take a look at this.

MR. CONNOR: TIs -- can we get a copy over here? I'm
just saying, I gave you copies of things that

A. Yes .

MR. BROOKS: Sure.

Okay. And, all right. And so one of the
things is that the vital records, they didn't
necessarily focus on -- when they were going
back, they didn't focus on people who may have
been born in the 1800s; they just wanted to
put a date down, because the most important
thing was to rely on the date of death.
CoEreEt .

Okay. All right. All right.

(Sotto voce discussion between Mr.
Brooks and Mr. Connor)
Take a look at that. Can you tell me what
that is?
This is a Social Security Death Index.
Okay. 1Is it a death index on Elizabeth --
excuse me, Ella C. Murphy?

Yes.

WISE COURT REPORTING, LLC
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Q. Okay. It has down there date of death?
A. Yes, March 1974.

Q. Does that pretty much correspond with the

death certificate, Ella's?

A. Yes, 1t does.

Q. And on its birth, what does it have?

A. August 15, 1888.

Q. Okay. And that would put her at about 86 when
she passed; is that correct?

A. COEFEER .

Q. Does that correspond with your memory?

A. Yes, it does.

Q. Okay. Did she -- from what you remember, she
was getting Social Security?

A. Yes.
Okay. And from what you know about history,
Social Security didn't come along until the
late 1930s and early '40s; is that correct?

A. That's correct.

Q. Okay. Okay.

MR. BROOKS: Your Honor, we would submit this as
Defendant's Number 1, or Defendant's A.

THE COURT: Mr. Connor?

MR. CONNOR: No objection.

THE COURT: Okay. So admitted. Defendant's A?
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What were we using on the others? A?
COURT REPORTER: A.
MR. BROOKS: You were using alphabets.
COURT REPORTER: Defendant's A.
THE COURT: Defendant's Exhibit A is admitted.
(Defendant's Exhibit A is marked and admitted into
evidence.)
MR. BROOKS: Okay.
BY MR. BROOKS:
Q. Now, you'll know you're 69; you got those

glasses on.

A. That's right.
You been -- you been doing some research,
T EE?

A. b (==

Okay. All right. All right. Won't you take

a look at this one. And then you got your

magnifying glass. I've got to put my glasses

back on too. I don't know 1f I can -- 1s that

the -- that's the -- i1s that the census
records for 18807

A. Yes, it 1s.

Q¢ Okay. And it has the record for the family of

Phillis and Bennie Weathers; is that correct?

A. Yes.

WISE COURT REPORTING, LLC
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0. And it has the four children?

A. Yes.

Q. One of which being Priscilla?

A. es.

Q. Okay. I'm going to hold up Plaintiff's A.
Are those the children? That's the family
that -- that's what Plaintiff has submitted as
the family of --

A. YEB..

-- Phillis and Bennie, so that's one in the
same?

YeE ;

Okay. All right. And on there it's got --
got Priscilla?

A. YES

Q. One of the children of Phillis?

A. Correct.

© ; Okay. All right. I'm going to hand you
another one of these. It's good you got your
magnifying glass.

A. Yeah.

Q Can you tell me what that is?

A. Yes, 1t's another census from 1910.

Oiz Okay. Now, on that census, 1910, it has --

does i1t have Priscilla?

WISE COURT REPORTING, LLC
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A.

A.

Q.
MR.

THE

MR.

THE

MR.

THE
THE
THE

THE

MR.

Yes, it has Priscilla Willis, Benjamin, Mary,
and Ella.

Okay. And how old has it got Ella down there?
They've got Ella being at 20.

Okay. Now, okay, all right.

BROOKS: Your Honor, we would submit this as
Exhibit B.

COURT: Mr. Connor?

CONNOR: Your Honor, I'm just going to put it
for the record on these that, you know, I
really couldn't see what was there. I'll --
you know, obviously, it's been, you know,
testified to that it is a document she pulled
off line.

WITNESS: Online.

CONNOR: And I think Your Honor will take a look
at that as well.

WITNESS: A census.

COURT: Mr. Brooks, is the --

WITNESS: I'm sorry.

COURT: -- is the record hard to discern? Or is |
-- 1s it light, or is it small print, or is it

BROOKS: Judge, do you want to take a look at it

and see what you --
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THE COURT« Not yet.

MR. BROOKS: I -- I -- now, I will say it's based on

people's writing, because, obviously, there
were no computers or anything at the time in
1910. In my opinion, I can -- I can discern

what's what. But I had to put my little

reading glasses on. And my client had to use

a little magnifying glass. That's there from

the archives.

THE COURT: All right. So I'm going to admit it,
and the Court will do the best it can to --
it -- so it's in handwriting?

MR. BROOKS: 1It's in handwriting, which is how all
census documents were, Judge.

THE COURT: All right. So that'll be admitted as?

COURT REPORTER: B.

THE COURT: B.

COURT REPORTER: Defendant's B.

THE COURT: Defendant's B, without objection.

(Defendant's Exhibit B is marked and admitted into

evidence.)

(Sotto voce discussion between Mr.
Brooks and Mr. Connor)
BY MR. BROOKS:

O/ I'm going to hand you another one of these.

ne
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Put your magnifying glass out. Okay.

Okay.

All right. Now, can you see what census that
is?

Fe. IL's eut off. IL's euk @FF &L the weP-
Is it the 1900 census?

Oh, ves, I'm sorry.

That's all right. It's the 1900 census?
4=

Okay.

Looking at the wrong place.

All right. ©Now, you probably see where we --
you see the little mark in there?

Yes.

And you see where there's Pinckney?

VeSS s

Pinckney Willis?

Yes

And then after that is --

Priscilla.

== Prigcilla?

-- Ella, Mary, and Benjamin.

Okay. So we talking about the same people?
Correct.

Now, 1it's got Ella age 11, right?

WISE COURT REPORTING, LLC
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A. EHEHRCEE g

G But, and does it, does that census say what
time of the year it was done?

A. No, it doesn't say.

Q. It may not okay.

A. No.

Q. Okay. I'm going to hand you B back.

A. Okay.

Q. Exhibit B back. Now, this one says 1t was
done in June, right?
CorrEct .
Okay. Ella's birthday would have been in
August, so she would have turned 21 next year;
is that right?

A. CErrerds,.
Okay. And that's based on the Social Security
Death Index?

A. Right.

Q. Okay. Which jives with all of your research?

A. Yes:

Q. Okay.

Al ' Srry -

Q. That's okay. That's okay.

MR. BROOKS: Judge, we would submit this as Exhibit

C.
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THE COURT: Mr. Connor? Same objection?
MR. CONNOR: Same objection.

THE COURT: Okay.

did it for a reason. Okay. All right.

THE COURT: Be nice if they'd typed it up.

it. Maybe digitize it. Okay. Now --
(Sotto voce discussion between
Connor and Mr. Brooks)

BY MR. BROOKS:

Q. I'm going to hand you one other document.
A. Okay.
Q. You can use your reading glasses or your

magnifying glasses.

A. Okay.

You ready?

A, Yeah.

MR. BROOKEB: Lt's hard, Judge., It's haxrd. It's
hard. But anyway.

THE COURT: That would be Exhibit C.

MR. BROOKS: C, right.

(Defendant's Exhibit C is marked and introduced.)

MR. BROOKS: My position is, they kept it -- they

MR. BROOKS: Oh, man, that'd be wonderful, wouldn't

When you're finish looking at it, look up.

Now, was that a form here in Sumter Probate

Mxr.

WISE COURT REPORTING, LLC
Ph: (803) 290-1988 102 Sandy Run Ct.. Sandy Run, SC 29053 wisecourtreportin

g@gmail.com



10

11

12

L3

14

1S

16

31L&

18

19

20

2/1

22

23

24

25

5/27/2025

Page 99
2024-CP-43-02109

?_OIDIO.’DIO.'DIOID‘

Courg?

Yes, 1t was.

Okay. Now, we have a part highlighted as Ella
Clark.

Tes .

Who was Ella Clark?

On the side, it has Ms. Priscilla, so I -- I'm
assuming that's -- on the side, it said niece
-- but Asheville, North Carolina.

Okay. So but is Ella Clark the same person as
Ella Murphy?

Yes, sir.

Okay. And, now, you know, I have to ask.
Uh-huh.

You got a Ella Clark, got a Ella Murphy.

Yeah.

You get ElLla --

Willis.

Yes. Is -- now, you've said you did know her
when she was in her 80s.

Tes-

She had different names?

But she put it all together. Ella Clark
Murray Willis, that's how she wrote it. And

I'm assuming that she was married more than
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one time. I have no idea, because I didn't
ask that question.

But, in that document, it says that she was
living in Asheville that time?

And that's -- yes.

Okay. Now, that doc -- that's from a probate
matter back in the '40s here in Sumter County?
Yes -

Okay. You did testify earlier that your mama,
Edna, went and got her --

Yes .

-- and she lived down here in Sumter with
y'all; is that correct?

ColFECL.

Until she passed away in '747?

Yes.

Okay. So is it your testimony that the Ella
we're talking about in that probate form is
Ella Clark?

YEs

Is that the same Ella that's listed in the
census which we put in as Defendant's Exhibit
B?

Yiers .

Is that the same person we -- that's the Ella

WISE COURT REPORTING, LLC
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that we've put in as Ella Murphy's Social
Securiby Déath Index?

Yieis ¢

Is that the same person as listed in Exhibit C
of the 1900 census?

WIS

Is that the same person that's in this death
certificate that's attached as Plaintiff's H?
Is that the same person that's listed on that
death certificate?

Yes, it 1is.

Even though it just has the year to date?
pg="I%

But it doesn't have a specific year of birth;
ik just has 19127

Right.

And that's based on the information you got
from DHEC; is that correct?

Correct.

The DHEC personnel said, we don't go back in
the 1500s?

That's correct.

We were just only focusing on when these
people died?

Yes.

WISE COURT REPORTING, LLC
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(O O

3

Okay. And so, by virtue of that fact of Ella
Murphy Clark or Clark Murphy being your great-
grandmama, the mother of Edna, Edna the mother
of Juliaette --

YaB s

-- and Juliaette's your mama?

Cofrect .

Okay. Ella was a daughter of Priscilla?

b

And Priscilla was a daughter of Phillis?

YES.

And Edna, being the informant, gave the
mother's name of her mama as Priscilla
Weathers; 1s that correct?

Correet.

And it's listed down there?

Yes

Which is one of the important things, we keep
the death certificate, right?

Correct .

Okay. And the census information connects all
of that?

Yes.

Okay. So it's your position that you have an

interest in this property by that chain we
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just described?

A. 198
Q. Okay. Answer any questions of opposing
counsel.

THE COURT: Cross-examination.
MR. CONNOR: Thank you.
CROSS-EXAMINATION OF VALERIE MCCRAY

BY MR. CONNOR:

Q. Ms. Valerie --
A. YES -
I -- we're going to go straight back to the

exhibit with the Brooks letter.
A. Uh-huh.
Have you got that here?
I think this is it right here.
COURT REPORTER: I think that was --
That should be it, yep.
Okay.
Okay. Thanks.
Uh-huh.

o » 0O » O

Okay. Obviously, this is coming from your
attorney, and the reason for this was to help
prove your -- your claim of being a descendant

of Phillis Weathers. And the bottom does say,

just for the record, please see a obituary and

WISE COURT REPORTING, LLC
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death certificates for Ella Murphy, daughter
of Priscilla Weathers Willis, clearly listing
her surviving daughter as Edna Williams. Edna
Williams' natural mother. Okay. You know,
you testified here that allegedly the birth
date is incorrect. So what you're saying,
just for the record, was, this vital record is
not correct; is that what you're saying?

Not the first birth date. It's just the year
that she was born. I had nothing to do with
that. That came from vital records.

I understand. But you're sending this -- this
document to the other side because you've got
someone doing quiet title within this to prove
this, these records prove our case.

YeEe,

And was there any notation from your side
about the fact that, you know, it shows a
four-year-old giving birth? Was there
anything, any note to say there's a mistake
here when you sent it over?

No. When I went over there to vital records
in Columbia, DHEC, as they call it, I went and
got it. I had to sit for a couple of hours.

And, when I got it, I got back home. When I
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realized what had happened, I went back over
there, and they explained it to me they didn't
keep all those records until 1915. That's
when they started keeping them. They weren't
concerned about the year. It just -- they
were concerned about the -- you know, when
they pass. They just put a year.

Okay. But --

Put a year on 1it.

So you would agree that the burden of proof in
this, as far as -- is on you for --

Yes.

-- proving your interest?

I understand that.

Okay. So you have to send documents. Well,
why didn't you make a notation? Why didn't
you, you know, provide us something until now
to say, oh, yes, the -- that this was a year,
and allegedly they just picked a date, I
guess, randomly?

Well, to be honest, I really didn't think I
needed 1t until not too long ago. And I
hadn't gotten back over there, because I went
back to work. And by me working out of town,

it's kind of hard. So I just hadn't gotten
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back over there.

Okay. But you -- you would have to admit here
that, obviously, going back over 100 years
ago, it looks like there -- there are some
problems with the documentation, including the
vital records as important as the death
certificate, correct? 1Is that correct to say?
Well, that's what you're saying. But I agree.
Well, yeah. But remember, when they had the
Civil War, a lot of stuff got burnt. And I
wasn't going to Washington, DC, to get all of
the information.

Okay. But this -- this is for Ella and for
Edna.

YEs

And, you know, we're talking about, 1in this
case, you know, how they came up with anything
within a birth date.

Well, I have -- vyes.

But it's your testimony they just randomly

picked the date; is that what you're --

Yes. I guess you will have to ask them that
question.
Okay. Well, again, I'm asking you, because --

I don't know that.

WISE COURT REPORTING, LLC
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-- these are vital records provided --

I don't -- I don't know the answer.

Okay. So we do know that we do have to be
skeptical --

Correet .

-- of the records that come in? Okay.
Because that comes to another point. You've
heard the testimony of Ms. Gaymon's daughter
talk about the -- the signature by her mother
on the relationship of Ethel and Edna --
excuse me, Edna Ellis, correct? I'm going to
get the exhibit here again. This would be the
letter, the Gaymon letter. Okay. The
question with this is, this issue of sort of
raising someone as a good -- goodwill measure
back at that time period, would that have
generally, as far as from your knowledge and
talking to vital records, mean that they have
legally been adopted or legally been a child
in every case when we're talking about things
like census records?

Ters, .

Okay.

And you heard the testimony about the

transportation case. And we've actually put

WISE COURT REPORTING, LLC
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COURT

BY MR.

the exhibit to it back in the early, the
2000s. Mr. Brooks, I think, was the guardian

ad litem.

MR. CONNOR: Have you got the exhibit for that as

well? That was for the --

REPORTER: What is 1it?

MR. CONNOR: That was for the transportation case.

It's the -- actually, I think it's right here.
Okay.

CONNOR :
Okay. Were you aware, at that time, of issues
that were going on with the Department of
Transportation?
Not the transportation, but I did remember my
uncle and my grandmother going to Mazursky

about this property.

Okay. Did -- so were you -- when did you
become involved in -- in this property and --
Well, I can't remember the year. I was out of

town. Ms. Parker went to my mother's before
she passed, and she wanted help with the
taxes. So my mother, Mrs. Blanding, talked to
Ms. Parker and said that, as soon as I get in
town, I will call her. Which I did. I never

received any feedback on it. I kept calling

WISE COURT REPORTING, LLC
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Ms. Parker and calling her during the time
that my mother was living. So I said, well,
you know what, I'm not going to keep calling
somebody that they don't answer the phone. I
guess because I got a out-of-state phone
number, you know, scams and stuff like that, I
guess she didn't want to answer the phone. So
I understand that. So I wasn't upset about
that. And so, when my mom passed, I was goilng
into surgery. And then my phone rang, and I
was like, well, who is this calling me? And
then she explained who she was. A2And I said
okay. And she wanted to talk to me. Her and
Loretta came to my place, we discussed 1it, and
we came up with the idea of, well, who do you
want -- do you want us to pay the taxes on 1it.
I said, yeah, I can do that. I told her I did
pay the taxes on it one time. And we agreed
to it, it would come to my house. She didn't
have a problem with i1t. And she also took us
out to the property, where i1t was at. Which I
always had an idea, because my grandmother
used to take me out there when I was coming up
as a teenager and stuff like that. So I never

disagreed with anything like that. But I did

WISE COURT REPORTING, LLC

Ph: (803) 290-1988 102 Sandy Run Ct., Sandy Run, SC 29053 wisccourtreporting@gmail.com



10

JlglC

12

18

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

25

24

25

5/27/2025

Page 110

2024-CpP-43-02109

FREPP P

ask a question, who was paying the taxes
before she started. So whatever was going on

with her and my uncle, that was between them

two. I wasn't involved in that. My mother
wasn't involved with it. Just my uncle and
her, so.

Did your uncle talk to you about the
correspondence --

No.

-- that Ms. Parker had disputing his ownership
claim through Edna-?

My mom did.

Your mom did?

So he talked to her about it.

Okay. And what did she tell you?

That she disagreed that we weren't a
descendant of Ms. Weathers, Phillis. And when
she came to the house, she got -- we got to
talking. She said, well, I don't think you
are. And I'm like, well, okay, you know.
Said, she have any documents? And I said yes.
I showed her what I had. And she said, no,
that wasn't true. She showed me what she had.
And I'm like, okay. I said, can I take some

pictures off my phone? Which I did. And I
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took it from there.

Okay. Did you receive correspondence from her
attorney before you filed a deed claiming
ownership of this property?

If -- I did, but, like I say, I work out of
town, so, when I do get my mail, it's behind.
So, when I -- when I realized what was going
on, I'm like, oh, okay. So I reached out to
Mr. Brooks. But she did know I had Mr.
Brooks, because we talked about it at my
place. Her and Ms. Loretta was at my house.

I have a recording when you and I was talking.
Okay. Well, the question I've got, too,
though, is, is that, you know, you did file a
deed claiming -- claiming ownership.

Only because my mother, I was claiming it for
her children, my two siblings. Well, my three
siblings. My sister and my two brothers and
myself.

Well, since the -- you at least knew about the
cloud, number one, on the title.

Yes.

So, in this case, you know, filing the deed
appears to be telling the world, the register

of deeds, that --
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A. Okay, yes --

0. -- you were the owner --

A. -- we got that straightened out. Yes.

0. Okay. And did you or your attorney, did you,

o P 0 P 0 P

¥

through your attorney, did you send over any
of these census documents?

Yes, I did --

-- to look at before this hearing?

Oh, vyeah.

You did?

Yeah. What you have.

Well, we -- we're seeing them for the first
time day.
I have no -- I -- that's not my problem.

When did you receive 1it?

I went to the archives. This was last year
when I went over there myself and I was
looking up the information. That's how I got
it .

Okay. You got it last year then?

Yes, not this year.

Okay. Because you did see the exhibit that we
just talked about that showed proof --

I didn't see -- I didn't get this until after
the fact.
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After what, what fact? I'm sorry.

This document. Your -- your -- what you gave
me.

Okay. Well --

I could have -- I could have the year mixed up
with the --

SUTXeE .

-- going back to Ancestry.com. I might have
been -- it could have been this year.

Okay.

Maybe January, somewhere up in there.

Okay.

But I'm thinking --

Well, I mean, you know, the Court record's
pretty clear that =«

Yeah.

-- you filed the -- your deed, we'd done the
slander of title, but then we got this
correspondence, and all we received was the
two death certificates. Are you saying that,
at that time, you already had these other
documents you're claiming came from the vital
-- other census records and that kind of
thing?

Yes.

Ph: (803) 290-

WISE COURT REPORTING, LLC
1988 102 Sandy Run Ct., Sandy Run, SC 29053 wisccourtreporting@gmail.com



10

1k4H

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

5/27/2025

Page 114

2024-CP-43-02109

Q.

Okay. Because you've already, again, admitted
that there does seem to be at least some
problems with the vital records from -- from
100 years ago.

I understand that. I know it looks like she
had a child at four years old, and I know
that's not true. So, like I said, you may
have to ask somebody from there, because I
cannot answer that question. And I'm not
trying to be rude or anything like that.

No, I -- I gotcha. But we, of course,
received this, and we had to figure it out.

It took a little bit to go through --

I gotcha.

-- and figure out that issue. Because did you
really see the issue when this -- when this
first came over --

Yes, I did see it.

Okay. But you -- you didn't tell your
attorney to make a note about it, that --

We saw that. You know, he explained to me
that that was -- I guess he talked to you,
because he told me that's when y'all saw the
discrepancy. And I'm like, okay, then I don't

have a problem with that. Okay.
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Q.

Okay. So, when you sent the death
certificates, you didn't know about the
discrepancy; is that -- is that correct?

I really didn't pay that much attention until
Mr. Brooks brought it to my attention.

Right.

And then I looked at it. I said, well, yeah,
she was right on that. But, like I said, they
didn't keep all those records until a certain
time, of the year. And that, you have to ask
somebody that -- that question. I can't
answer that question.

Okay.

I just only got the death certificate because
I'm the grand -- granddaughter.

Right. Okay. Let me just ask, you know, for

the record, do you think that -- and you got
the -- the copy of her letter.
Uh-huh.

Do you think Ethel Gaymon lied in claiming
that Edna Earl Williams is not a descendant of
Phillis Weathers, but she did grow up in the
same community and was taken in by the
daughter? Is that -- 1is that incorrect?

Yeah. I don't know, really know her. I do
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know some of the descendants, because my
grandmother used to take me to see them and
they used to sit around and talk. So, yes, I
do understand where she's coming from. But,
as far as adoption and all of that, taking in,
no, I disagree with that.

Okay. And you mentioned too, just for the
record, there was no -- no dispute in your
mind that Edna was the daughter of Ella; is --
No.

EE} ==

Well, it's no dispute. She was the daughter.
Well, when I say that, though, your basis for
that is -- is what you were told? Or what --
what -- what's your basis of 1it?

Okay. Rephrase your question again.

Sure. You said there's no dispute in your
mind that Edna -- Ella was the daughter of
Priscilla and Edna was the daughter of Ella.
CINETRIEIE <

Now, you weren't alive back when -- you --
when Priscilla would have had Ella, at that
point, you were not of conscious age, correct?
I was born in 1956.

Right.
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A. Okay. So what did -- that tells you? No, I
was not.

Q. Okay. Got it. So your knowledge would have

A.
Q.
MR. CONNOR: No further questions, Your Honor.

(O - © - T © B

been, I guess, what -- what you were told in
this case by --
My grandmother and my great-grandmother.

Okay. Got 1it.

THE COURT: Redirect?

MR. BROOKS: Okay.

REDIRECT EXAMINATION OF VALERIE MCCRAY

BY MR. BROOKS:

Ms. McCray ==

pdi=2

-- 1n regards to that death certificate of
Ella, on the death certificate -- I'll hold it
back for you. That's Ella. It has the
informant's name as Edna; is that correct?
That's correct.

That's your grandmother?

That's my grandmother.

That was a daughter of Ella?

Tigle 'g CaEReCE.

She gives the information as far as who her

mama was and who her daddy was?
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A. CoriFeEgt. .

0. Okay. ©Now, you have the death certificate of
Edna?

| A. Correct.

B Your grandmama?

A. Corxect .

Q. Down there, it's got an informant. Who 1is
that?

A. Willis?

Q. That's your -- that -- that ==

A. Oh, it's Willie Williams.

Q. And who was Willie? Was that your uncle?

A. That 'S wy wncle.

0. He was the -- he was the son of Edna?

- He was the son of Edna.

0. Brother of Juliaette?

A. Brother Juliaette.

Q. Okay. Now, they're the ones that gave the
information, when a person dies, as who their
next of kin are and who their mamas and
daddies were; 1s that correct?

A. Correct.

Q. Okay. And that's what, that part of the death

certificate 1s what you were relying on when

we sent it over to the plaintiff; is that
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correct?

Yes.

We weren't focused in on the stamped year that
vital records had put down; is that correct?
Corrget .

And that's because of what the people at wvital
records told you, we don't go back into the
1900s to figure out when somebody was born; 1is
that Gerrect?

Cerrect .

We're more focused on establishing that a
person who was alive 1s now deceased?

Correct .

Is that -- is that correct?

pa= -1

Okay. And so, when we sent that, we weren't
focusing on that part; is that correct?

No, we were not.

We thought that that would speak for itself?
Yes.

Okay. But since they talked about that,
that's when you did some research and looked
back at the census records; is that correct?
That's correct.

To find out that Ella was not born in 191272

Ph: (803) 290-1988 102 Sandy Run Ct., Sandy Run, SC 29053 wisecourtreporting@gmail.com
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A. Ceorreck..
Q. And that's when we came up with the Social

i - A

MR. BROOKS: Okay. No other questions.
THE C€OURT: Recross?

MR. CONNOR: Yeah, just one thing.

BY MR. CONNOR:
Q.

Security Disability Index, as well as the
census records establishing when Ella was
alive; 1s that correct?

That's correct.

To show that she had to be of childbearing age
in order to produce Edna-?

Yeg,

I EleE JdoXrheEck?

That's correct.

Your grandmama?

My grandmother.

RECROSS-EXAMINATION OF VALERIE MCCRAY

Isn't it correct that on September 30th of
last year I sent notice to you, your counsel,
saying we had a problem with the issue of 1912
versus 1916 and asking for something with
this, and October 3 we received basically that
you maintained that Edna was a child of Ella

and sort of filed your action? That's before
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we decided to even file the slander -- file
the slander of title?

Yes.

So, when you first got this, at least it looks
like, for at least almost a week, we're
telling you there's an issue here. And, with
the correspondence, you're not saying, oh,
sorry, let me check this out; you're saying,
go ahead and file suit?

I wasn't there. And, well, like I say, I was
traveling back and forth, so, when I did get
my mail, it was late. So, when I did realize
it, that's when I talked to Mr. Brooks.

Okay. But you -- you understand, like, from
our side --

I understand where you're coming from.

-- when we filed suit --

=)=

-- we're saying, this is a major 1issue,
because you've given us two -- two death
certificates that show that one was only four
years old, and the answer at least that came
back to us is, 1is that go ahead and file? You
know, I -- so, at least at that point, it --

it took you a bit, I guess, then to go get all
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A. And I explained that the first time when you

the records that you're claiming here; is that

asked that question.

Q. Okay. But then you didn't -- I mean, we
didn't actually receive these things until
today. So okay.

MR. CONNOR: That's all I've got. Thank you, Your
Honor.

THE COURT: All right. Ma'am, you can step down.

(Portion of proceeding not ordered)
(The proceeding concluded at 1:54 p.m.)

(* This transcript may contain quoted material.

Such material is reproduced as read or quoted by the

speaker.)
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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA )
) CERTIFICATE

COUNTY OF CALHOUN )

Be it known that Gretchen H. Wise took the
foregoing proceeding and hereby attests:

that I was then and there a notary public in and
for the State of South Carolina-at-large and that by
virtue thereof I was duly authorized to administer an
oath;

that the deponent/witness, if any, was first duly
sworn to testify to the truth, the whole truth, and
nothing but the truth, concerning the matter in the
controversy aforesaid;

that the foregoing transcript represents a true,
accurate, and complete transcription of the REQUESTED
PORTIONS of testimony so given at the time and place
aforesaid to the best of my skill and ability (THOSE
REQUESTED PORTIONS BEING THE TESTIMONY OF CELESTE PARKER
AND VALERIE MCCRAY ONLY) ;

that I am neither a relative nor an employee of any
of the parties hereto, nor of any attorney or counsel
employed by the parties hereto, nor interested in the
outcome of this action;

that, if a recording of an event was supplied by
another party for purposes of transcription and I was
not present during that event, the foregoing pages were
transcribed to the best of my skill and ability;
additionally, any identifications of speakers were
provided to me by the party supplying the recording;

that, in the event of a nonappearance by the
witness, the foregoing details for the nonappearance are
accurate.

In witness thereof, I have hereunto affixed my

__________________

signature and title this 8th day of December, 2025.
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L SR Gretchen H. Wise
~ pERTNT, Notary Public for South Carolina
My commission expires 10/12/2027
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