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MEMORANDUM AS TO 2024-CP-43-02109, Parker & Black v. Doe 

The issue for dete1mination in this case is whether Ella (Edna) Willis Williams is one and 

the same person as Ella (Edna) Murphy, and a descendant of Phyllis Weathers. Plaintiff 

contends the answer is no, and Defendant contends the answer is yes. 

My hearing notes reflect the following: 

Plaintiff's witnesses: 

Celestine Parker 

Daniel Canty 
Loretta Black 

Defendant's witnesses: 

Valerie McCray 

Vernetta Swinton 

Vera Williams Bower 

Plaintiff's Exhibits: 

A,B,C,D,E,F,G,H,I 

Defendant's Exhibits: 

A,B,C,D 

Underlying the above issue is ownership of approximately 8.75 acres of real property 

located in Sumter County. It is undisputed that Celestine Parker paid the property taxes on such 

property for 20 plus years, before Ms. McCray changed the name on the property tax card and 

bill. 

Parker testified that from her research she believed Ella Willis was born in 1916, while 

Ella Murphy was born in 1912. She contends the birth of a child to Ella Willis was unrealistic 

due to her young age. 



Plaintiff's Exhibit A is a family tree document indicating that Priscilla Geynes had no 

children. 

Plaintiff's Exhibit B is a deed of distribution recorded July I 1, 2000 and recites in the 

attached schedule that Persicella Robinson Geynes had three (3) children, Ella Willis, Mary

Willis and Benjamin Willis; and that Ella Willis had one child, Edna W. Williams. 

Parker made phone contact with William Williams some years ago to express her 

concerns regarding cut timber, but was told to contact the attorney. 

During the bearing the court inquired as to whether the probate court proceedings 

included a determination of the issue in this case, such that res judicata or collateral estoppel 

might have an effect in this case. Both counsel responded in the negative. 

Plaintiffs Exhibit C is a Death certificate for Ella Willis indicated her birth circa l 880, 

and her death in 1915, but this record is not entirely clear or easily legible. 

Plaintiff's Exhibit D is a 2008 letter to the drafting attorney for Exhibit B which disputes 

the deed and attached schedule, and denies the familial relationship asse11ed therein between 

Edna Williams and Prescilla Weathers Gynes. The letter is not supported by other records or 

documents. Also attached is a response from the attorney. The response is also not supported by 

other records or documents. 

Plaintiff's Exhibit E is a 1998 letter to the probate cow-t requesting relief from certain 

transactions related to two estates. Attached is a portion of a recorded survey. The letter is not 

supported by other records or documents. 

Plaintiff's Exhibit F is a deed of distribution recorded March 2, 1995. 

Plaintiff's G is a select documents from condemnation proceedings filed in Sumter 

County. The notice states William Williams and Juliaette Blanding are heirs of Edna W. 



Williams. Defense counsel in this action served as Guardian ad !item in the condemnation 

action. 

Parker testified that in 2002, the treasurer, assessor and auditor listed Phyllis Wethers, et 

al for the property. In 2003, SCOOT initiated condemnation proceedings for a sidwealk along 

Loring Mill Road and defense counsel served as the Guardain ad !item is that case. 

Plaintiffs Exhibit His a 2024 letter from Defense counsel with attached death records for 

Ella C. Murphy and Edna Earl Willis Williams. The certificate for Ella Murphy recites a date of 

death of March 11, 1974 at age 62 years, and her parents were Pinkney Willis and Priscilla 

Wethers. The informant is listed as Edna Williams, daughter. The certificate for Edna Williams 

recites a date of death of May 26, 1997 at age 80 years. 

Plaintiffs Exhibit I is a notarized statement from a non-testifying witness opining as to a 

central issue in the case, admitted for identification only. Defendant's objections as to heresay 

and inability to cross examine were sustained. I have not considered the substance of the 

affidavit. 

Canty and Black both affirmed the testimony of Parker as to family history and the issue 

(none) of Phyllis Weathers. 

Mrs. McCray testified that Ella Murphy died in 1974 and her mother was Priscella. Edna, 

the daughter of Ella, was a descendant of Priscilla, and the grandmother of McCray. Ella passed 

in 1974 and Edna passed in 1997. From her reseaJch McCray was certain of the familial 

realtionship. 

Defendant's Exhibit A is a social security death index record, indicating Ella Murphy was 

born August 15, 1888 and died March 1974 at the age of 88 years. 



Defendant's Exhibit B is a handwritten census report from 1910. It contains the name, 

Priscilla Willis with three children: Benjamin, Mary and Ella. This is consistent with the deed of 

distribution recorded July 11, 2000. 

Defendant's Exhibit C, is a handwritten census report from 1900. It contains the name, 

Priscella Willis with three children: Benjamin, Mary and Ella. 

Defendant's Exhibit D, a 1943 probate petition in the estate of Louise Richards, lists 

Benjamin Willis, Ella Clark, and Mary Dicks in series and to the right lists Priscilla Gynes. 

Swinton and Bower both affirmed the testimony of McCray as to family history and the 

issue of Phyllis Weathers. 

The greater weight of the evidence presented through testimony and exhibits supports that 

Priscella Robinson Gynes had three children: Ben, Mary and Ella. Ella is the mother of Edna and 

thus Edna is a descendant of Phyllis Weathers as asserted by Defendant. The evidence is not 

entirely consistent and some records are difficult to discern, but the weight of evidence supports 

the determination above. 

I am asking Mr. Brooks to prepare a proposed order and submit to me via e-file after 

review by Mr. Connor. If I have omitted anything, please let me know. Thank you both for your 

work in this matter. 

' I 

I \ 



ST A TE OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

COUNTY OF SUMTER 

Celestine Parker and Loretta Black. 

) 
) 
) 

-vs-

COURT OF COMMO PLEAS 
THIRD JUDICIAL CfRCUlT 
2024-CP-43-2 I 09 

Plaintiff 

John Doe. Jane Doe, Richard Roe, Mary Roe, Infants, Jnsane Persons and Incompetents Being 
Fictitiou ame , Designating a a Class Any Unknown Person or Persons, Whose Tur ames are 
Unknown. Who May be an Heir, Distributee, Devisee. Legatee, Wido, Widower, Issue, Personal 
Repre entative, Executor, Administrator, Succe sor, Creditor, A sign and/or alienee of Philli 
Weathers; Valarie McCray, Harry Bums, Alma Jackson, Lynn Neely, Matthew Peterson. Carolyn 
Dupree, Gary Dupree, Greogry Dupree, Edith Davis, May Thelma McGee, Rodney Pitt , Denise 
Pitts, heryl Jame , Marie Gilespie, Eugene Canty, Ethel Swain, Amanda Canty, Connie Canty, 
Alexander Canty, Clarence Canty, Jr., Daniel Canty, Luther Brogdon, Everette Brogdon, aomi 
Brogdon, Obar Davis, Wilaba Brogdon, Michelle Thompson, Harold Brogdon, Jr., Janice 
Brogdon, Lillie Mae Cleaveland Payton, Brian anty, Gloria Canty, Herbe1t Canty, Randolph 
Gaymon, Alvin L. Gaymon, Ernestine Gaymon, Aaliyaa Hasan. Taheedah Griffin, Eugene 
Dowling, Sheryl Dowling, Donna Dowling, Sherly Richards, Gail White, Debra White, Dana 
White, Damon White, Danielle White, Also Any and All Other Persons or Legal Entities, Known 
and Unknown, having or claiming and Right, Title, Estate, Interest in or Lien upon the Real 
Property Described in the Complaint, 

Defendant . 
•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

ORDER 

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• • •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• • 

MASTER I. EQ JTY: 

DATE: 

PLAJNTIFF'S CO NSEL: 

COUNSEL FOR Defendant McCray: 

MICHAEL M. JORDAN 

May 27, 2025 

William M. Connor, V 

Charles T. Brooks, HI 

This mailer comes before me pursuant to a Summons and Quiet Title Action concerning a 

tract of land situate in the County of Sumter, State of South Carolina as filed by the Plaintiffs on 

or about December 2, 2024. 

The Plaintiffs file this action in order to Quiet Title to a tract of land indicated as Parcel 

o.: 205-00-01-006, physically located on Loring Mill Road in Sumter County, South Carolina. 

The subject property is currently titled in the names of Phyllis Weathers, et al. Phyllis Weathers 
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is a deceased per on, having passed away in or around I 920. The Plaintiffs and named Defendants 

are all de cendants of Phyllis Weathers. The Plaintiffs allege in their Complaint that the Defendant 

Valarie McCray is not a legitimate heir or descendant of the late Ms. Weathers and therefore has 

no intere t in the subject property. The Plaintiff request any and all named Defendants set forth 

their claims to the subject prope,ty, the adverse claims of the subject prope1ty be determined and 

a decree or title to this subject property in the name of the valid heirs of Phyllis Weathers. 

The Defendant McCray a e11 that she is the natural daughter of Juliaette Blanding, who 

is the natural daughter of Edna Williams. Further the Defendant a serts that Edna William i the 

daughter of Ella Clark Murphy (nee Willis), a daughter of Per icella Robinson Geyne , a/k/a 

P1iscilla Weathers Willis. The Plaintiffs, in their Complaint, have made an allegation that Ella 

Clark Murphy (nee Willis) was not a child of Persicella Robinson Geynes a/k/a Priscilla Weathers 

Willis and therefore dispute the conveyance of the interest of Persicella Robinson Geynes a/k/a 

Priscilla Weathers Willis, in this ubject property to the heirs and de cendants of Edna W. Williams 

or Ella Clark Murphy (nee Willis), of whom the Defendant McCray is descended. 

The parties were properly notified of the Hearing to be commenced on thi date as 

appropriate and a evidenced with the Notice of Hearing and Proof of Delivery on file with Clerk 

of Court for Sumter County, as filed by the Plaintiffs. 

Present before me at this hearing were the Plaintiffs along with their counsel of record, 

William M. Connor, V, of the Orangeburg County Bar. Also present was named Defendant Valarie 

McCray, and she was represented by counsel, Charles T. Brooks, lII, of the Sumter County Bar. 

o Guardian ad Litem Nisi was appointed to repre cnt the interests of John Doe, Jane Doe, Richard

Roe or Mary Roe. in this matter. 
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The Plaintiffs offered their testimony in thi matter along with their witness, Mr. Canty, 

who also testified in support of the Plaintiffs assertion regarding the family history and lineage as 

known to him regarding the lineage of Phyllis Weathers. The Plaintiffs also provided Exhibits in 

upport of their claims and reque ts in this matter: including the Plaintiff "Family Tree" which 

indicates that ''Priscilla Geynes·' had no children, a July 19, 2000, (Plaintiffs Exhibit A); Deed of 

Di tiibution with an attached schedule indicating three children of Persicella Robinson Geynes, 

Ella Willis, Mary Willis and Benjamin Willis (Plaintiffs Exhibit B); Death Ce1tificate of Ella 

Willis (Plaintiffs Exhibit C); a 2008 letter to the Attorney who prepared the Deed of Distribution 

in July 2000, disputing the familial relationship between Edna Williams and Persicella Robinson 

Geynes and the response from that attorney (Plaintiffs Exhibit D); a 1998 letter to the Probate 

Court reque ting relief (Plaintiffs Exhibit E); a March 2, 1995, Deed of Di tribution (Plaintiffs 

Exhibit F); documents from a 2002-2003 SCDOT Condemnation action against the subject 

property filed in order to obtain access to the property to construct a idewalk along Loring Mill 

Road (Plaintiffs Exhibit G); a 2024 letter from Defendant McCray's counsel with the death 

certificate information for Ella Murphy and Edna Williams (Plaintiffs Exhibit H); and a 

notarized statement from a non-testifying witness opining on a central issue in the ca e, which 

the court accepted for identification only (Plaintiffs Exhibit I). The Court sustained an objection 

(rom defense counsel in regards to the provision or the Affidavit of a non-testifying witness. 

There was no raised objection or Motion made by the Plaintif
f 

or her counsel in this proceeding 

regarding the service of counsel for the Defendant McCray in the previous action of 

condemnation as the guardian twenty-three years preceding the initiation of this action. 

The Defendant McCray offered her testimony in this matter along with her witnesses 

Vera Williams Bower and Vernetta Swinton, who both testified affirming the testimony or the 
Page 3 of9 



Respondent went to the tax's office and changed my name to hers, without any 

notification to me. My name has been on the tax statement since 1994 and in the Clerk of 

Court's office in Sumter, since 2006, as I was selected as the contact person for trus family. 

Where wouW we be if taxes bad not been paid for over 30 years. One year, 2023 is the only 

time taxes were paid by Respondent. At no time did Respondent, her mother or Uncle contacted 

me about property or taxes. 

Willie Williams died, I don't know when, I was not notified. Juliette died in 2023, No 

one notified me. We found out in 2024, that Juliette died. In 2024 when I did not receive the tax 

statement I inquired as to why. I then came to Sumter and went to the Auditor's office and then 

to the Assessor's office and there, I found out that the Respondent had taken my name off and 

placed her name as owner. There was no notification to me or any other real descendant. 

The Respondent's siblings gave the Respondent Title To Real Estate in 2024. In the 

same year, the Title To Real Estate was given to the Respondent without any notification to any 

other descendant. This was through her Attorney to the Probate Court. There has been no proof 

that the Respondent or her siblings were ever entitled to this property as it had not been a hearing 

of any kind to determine that any of them were descendants. We were not aware that thi was 

happening as I especially was not notified in order to defend my rights. 

In all of the years that Edna Williams lived, she never said to anyone that she was a 

descendant of Phyllis Weathers or any mention of the land. 

Th.ere was a hearing on May 27, 2025 in the Master in Equity and a Memorandum from 

the Judge in July, 2025. The Memorandum was denoting the mother of F.dna Williams and that 

was not what the hearing should have been about. We were there to determined if one of the 

three Elias presented 10 the Court wa<; the daughter of Priscilla Gynes. 

2 



FACTS 

C 

The 1/3 interest to the land was invalid as the Attorney stated to me in writing that he took what 

Willie Williams said and did not do a title search 2000. 

Death Certificate presented to the Courts, by Willie Williams stated that Ellis Willis, 

who died in 1915 was the mother of Edna Willis Williams, who was born in 1916. 

Respondent in 2023, 23 years later, came up with an announcement from Daj]ey ftem 

stating that Ella C. Murphy who was Edna William's mother was born in 1912 and died 1974. 

Edna Williams was born 1916. When that didn't work, Respondent came up with a death 

certificate that stated Ella C Murphy wa<; horn 1888 and died 1974, making her around 86. 

Priscilla being born in 1876, makjng her 12 years old. 

Research came out that: 

1. Ellis Willis's mother was Elizabeth White and father was Steve Brailsford.

Ellis Willis was married to Henry Willis and they had 2 children according to the 1900 census, 

Mary E and Steven Benjamin, who were in the household.of Ella and Henry Willis. 

2. Ella C. Murphy according to census, she had I son and her maiden name was Leary.

3. Perscilla Gynes .lived in Ashville, North Carolina with her husband Marshall Gynes.

Respondent has stated in the reply Brief that Perscilla was not married when she had 

these children. This is untrne. In 1918, she and her husband were buying property in Ashville, 

North Carolina. His name was Marshall Gynes. 

Pinkney Willis's according to the Respondent's presentation was that Pinkney was 

married to Perscilla Gynes. Pinkney Willis was born in 1866, Perscilla born in 1876. Pinkney 

was 34 years old and had been married for 12 years, making him 22 yrs old. Perscilla was 24 ) rs 
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old in 1900, so being married for 12 yrs, that made her 12 yrs old with 3 children. That is 

impossible. 

We as Appellants believe this act of Respondent was invalid and done in a malicious way as 

not contacting me before she removed my name. At the time of removing my name and being 

given Title to Real Estate througth her Attorney was a malicious act. Property that has been in 

our family for many years, goes from heirs to one owner without any notification to anyone. 

The Appellee's Attorney going to Probate and filing and giving Ms McCray A Title to ReaJ 

Estate, not acknowledging that the estate of Phyllis Weathers's grandaughter, Gardenia Brogdon 

had done a Deed of Distribution in 1994 for l/26, Willie Williams did a Deed of Distribution in 

2000 for l/3 interest and in 2024, Appellee's Attorney did a Deed of Distribution for 1/8 

interest. 

To recap, there were three Deeds of Distribution before Appetlee's Attorney filed through 

the Probate Court, giving Ms McCray ,A Title to Real Estate without any notification to anyone. 

Appel lee's Attorney was also the Guardian ad T .item for this same family in 2004, and it 

was 2024 when we found out he was representing the Appellee. We then said it showed a 

Conflict of Interest 

4 



ARGUMENT 

THE TRIAL COURT INCORRECTLY DETERMINED THE VALID INTEREST OF THE 

..__,r.QEN.IJN.JJi.E SUBJ:!lC::T O_f_IlfE DES_CE DANIS

THE TRIAL JUDGE INCORRECTLY OMITTED A VALID DOCUMENT B Y  SUSTAINING 
AN OBJECTION B Y  RESPONDANT'S ATTORNE Y AS THE PERSON WAS NOT THERE 

IN PERSPON TO TESTIFY AS SHE IS DECEASED so ,IS EVERYONE ELSE WE ARE 
REFERENCING. 

Respondent's Attorney was asked to write the Order after the Memorandum was writen by the 

Judge After reading the Order, there were several discrepancies and the Appellant did in fact bring 

them to the attention through our Lawyer at the time my mother was a granddaughter of Phyllis 

Weathers and her knowledge was certainly more known than Respondent's. 

Respondent claimed she does not know how or why the Assessor sent her a revised account of 

the acreage. Loretta Black and I had a meeting with the Assessor in December, 2024, brought proof 

that what was listed was incorrect. After reviewing documents that Loretta and I brought to the 

meeting, the assessor stated he would correct it. 

The reason the Respondent received a copy of the revised is because A Title to Real Estate was 

filed by this Attorney in the Probate, giving the Respondent sole ownership, so because Respondent's 

name was listed as owner, she received the revision, so did Loretta and I. 

Notice, after all was said and done, it comes out Ella C Murphy was born in 1888, and 

Pyrscilla was born in 1876, meaning Prycilla was 12 hears old .when Ells Murphy was born 

Appellants had two witnesses who were the actual great-grands of Phyllis Weathers. Daniel 

Cantey's father, Clarence Cantey was a son of Lena Cantey . Loretta Black is the grand-

daughter of Angeline Dupree, who was the daughter of Lena Cantey. 

Out of the thirteen chlldren born to Lena Weathers Cantey, I personally knew ten of them, their 

children and some of their grand children and to include my mother, at no time did any one of them 



Pinkney Willis's according to the Respondent presetation was that Pinkne6y was 
marrieds to Perscilla Gynes 

Pinkney Wil;lis was born in 1866,, Perscilla born in 1876. Pinkney was 34 years old and 

had been married for 12 years, making him 22 yrs old. Perscilla was 24 yrs old in 1900, 
so being married for 12 yrs, that made her 12 yrs old with 3 children. That is impossible. 
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Mu•ner of h1Jury _____________ _ 
Nature of 11,tury 

I, DREW RF.I.SINGER, Reg/, te.' of Deeds of Buncombe County, do hereby certify that the above Information 

is f rom Volume 24 Page_ Z94 of the record of Viral Statistics for Buncombe County, North Carolina. 

oz.:;;
nd

� 

4,+, 

.J 
DREW REISINGER, Register of Deeds 
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I, DREW REISINGER, Register oj Deeds of Buncombe County, do hereby cer-rify that the above Information 

is from Volumt!! LL Page__ 5 4 � of the record of Vital Statistics for Buncombe County, North Carolina. 

� my hand �nd offw._oJ�a,J this the 
" 
4..j...{,_ day°/ �'-

�-

1

4 'I �0 - �� � -.,J. q .� 
'rt--DREW REISINGER. Register o� By: �/Deputy/Register of Deeds 

u 
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4112/2019 eSearch I Quick Name Search 

Buncombe County, NC Reglstar of Deeds - Drew Reisinger Guest U 
'I. 

Quick Name Search 

1-9of9 

Yndex 

2 05/11/1918 DEE 

3 04/17/1919 DTR 

4 05/03/1919 DTR 

5 08/13/1923 DTR 

6 12/07/1929 DTR 

7 12/01/1932 DTR 

8 *"'f"*/1937 MAR 

Date 
Married 

**/**/1937 

9 **/**/1939 DTH 
Date Ried 

**/**/1939 

1-9 of9 

Log in as named user 

Type 

;/ 

,. 

MARRIAGE 

Grantor 

GYNES, 
MARSHAU 
GYNES, 
PRISCIUA 

WiillAMS, 
B.1ZA/ ET
AL 

WiillAMS, 
L W/ AND 
WIFE 

GYNES, 
MARSHALL 

GYNES, 
PRISCILLA 

GYNES, 
MARSHALL 

GYNES, 
PRISCIUA 

GYNES, 
MARSHALL 

GYNES, 
PRISCIUA 

GYNES, 

GYNES, 
PRISOUA 

GYNES, 
MARSHALL 

GYNES, 
PRISCTUA 

GYNES, 
MARSHALL 

GYNES, 
MARSHALL 

Grantee 

-W E SHUFORD

GYNES, 
MARSHALL/ 
AND WIFE 
GYNES, 
PRISOLLA/ ET 
Al 

-aTIZEN BANK

-SHUFORD WE

-aTIZENS
BANK 

-CENTRALS&
TRCO

-SHUFORD RE

HII.L, ANNIE 

UNOBTAINABLE 
UNOBTAINABLE 

4/12/2019 3;06 PM 

Description 
(Not File Book/Page Ref Images GIS Ta 

Wan-anted) Number

[D/T) 

HAZZARD 
STREET 

[DfT] 

[DfT] 

[DfT] 
HAZZARD 
ST 

[DfT] 
HAZZARD 
STREET 

[DfT] 
HAZZARD 
STREET 

116 / 564 

220/ 656 l 

123 / 69 

128 / 76 

162 / 253 

305 / 279 - 1 

327 / 258 

54 / 254 

26 / 546 

1 

2 

1 

4/12/2019 3:06 Pi 

© 2007 - 2019 Cott Systems 
Version 1.6.: 



Edna Earl 

STAn Of' SOUTH CAROLINA 

OEPARTMINTOFttW.THANDEJf'olllCIIMBITALCONTROL 9 7 o I 3 3 I 9 CERTIFICATE �F �T_H ___ _, ____ fl_,A,_n,;,ALe;.;.,_•_,;-_______ _ 
..._. LA5f � 0,.ti.UIP�•"'�-, .• �. 

Willis Williams ,. Female ._ Ma 26, ll197 
socw. !JECUIITY- D

A
TE Of lllffl4 ,.__ Doy. r-, � ICJI,. ot>d s:. o, � 

c....,f 

-28 -7l72 .. 80 .. Ma 27 1916 ,. Sumter s. C. 
la. P1.ACf. Of' O(All4 .0-- � OIIS'SN �Ott __ ..., 

.. 

""""""'-

je- 0 """'- 0 DOA 
OTHER 

□--□-□.,,_-
FA0t.JTY,__,,_......._ ...... e,td,..,._.., QTY TOWN. 0fl L.0CA 110H Of' OEAlH COUNlYOlfDEATH 

.. Sumter .. Sumter 
• .. �c..·:...:.::�� ..... � 11!1' �'- ,·••rrvv• � r,.,,.., It- • 

,.,.,.Ol� llt. Oonatm.�J 

,,._ Custodian , .. school Dist.#17 
STREET ANO HUMBER 

,,._ 426 Council Street 

Unknown 
&Nf()RMANT'S NM,l( (T,wfPl+IO 

-<>-. RACt·---

0 Y• IX ... _ ::-"Bmk 
- "'" 

.. Ella 

DECmENrSEDUCATION ____ _ 

��
--'11 C....,.11•4•�1 

•• J. 
-

Willis 

,Willie A. Williams '"' 316 Palmetto �t.(P.O.Box 
29150 

2295)Sumter,SC 
UC1l4000if0ISl'09lll0N Pl.ACE OF Ol5POSJ1lON lNtltWI ol � � or-- PIK•J LOCATION-/Cifyo,T°"""'S..... 

Xl -□ c.-□ _._,._ Walker Cemetery 20c. Sumter, s. C. 
SUCH� P\INEftAl. c.R. UCENSE NO � ANO A1X111ESS 0, f'ACIJT""' 

������n.����;._-�••;•�l
;,;;8�4�3�-�Palmer Memorial Chapel, Inc.

-.-.u:a,s,:� 304 S. Main Street 

luaHSENUMBER/OI-)

,.... 343 

.,._ 1507 _sumt�L, S. C. 29150 uaHSENU"9ER 
•••"FP9"":"...,:.....,a,,;t--rrtw•": t,....,.,.. ":.., v.,.,, 

"'· DS� 5 .. a ,. No 
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Pl.ACEOfUiNR'Y pt,:)alf'flllffll5ttftll.F.a:,or;CW.C� lOCAl!0"4,S.HtMd1""""-'°"Rwi\l�� ·,A c,•�,. sa., 

.. -

... 

� 
p,«t-

3' 

---COUHOl-1 0 �� iJ � 
Q rfl2NPll:fDN9"Nl>���w.�--.-----'�11D.;;;,uMOl"-rhl 

NAM"!" ••». rr,....,,.,.,. 

)< • •, 24-4- Q�(l.C� �T 
0ATl:J11..l:)(Mo,tfn,Oltt. Y,-1 
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. , a!!f estry
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: • a--�t 
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View I

� View blank form 

, Add alternate information 

A Report issue 

[ 

Henry Willis 
in the 1900 United States F<:deral Census 

Name: Henry Willis 
[Henry Willie] 

Age: 27 

Birth Date: Mar 1873 

Birthplace: South Carolina 

Home in 1900: Sumter, Sumter, South Carolina 

Sheet Number: 8 

Number of Dwelling in Order of Visitation: 145 

Family Number: 145 

Race: Black 

Gender: Male 

Relation to Head of House: Head 

Marital status: Married 

Spouse's name: Ella Willis 

Marriage Year: 1893 

Father's Birthplace: South Carolina 

Mother's Birthplace: South Carolina 

Occupation: RR Laborer 

Months Not Employed: O 

Can Read: No 

Can Write: No 

Can Speak English: Yes 

House Owned or Rented: O 

Home Free or Mortgaged: F 

Farm or House: F 

Neighbors: View others on page 

Household Members: Name 

Henry Willis 

Ella Willis 

Mary E Willis 

Steohen Willis 

Age 

27 

7S 

5 
.., 



9/11/25, 9:56 PM Search Results - Pinkney Willis 

Historical Record Search Results (3,031) 

Name 

Elouise Pjnl<ney Willis

Principal 

South Carolina Deaths, 1915-1973 

PlnkneY. Willis

Principal 

United States, Census, 1900 

Pinkney Willis 

Principal 

United States, Census, 1920 

PinkneY. Willis 

Father 

Events 

Death 31 March 1970 

Sumter, Sumter, South Carolina, United States 

Birth 1900 
South Carolina 

Census 1900 

Sumter Township, Sumter, South Carolina, United 

States 

Birth April 1866 
South Carolina 

'Marriage 1888 

Census 1920 

Stateburg, Sumter, South Carolina, United States 

Birth 1920 
South Carolina 

https://www.famllysearch.org/en/search/record/results?q.anyPlace=Sumter%2C South Carnlln:,•t.?r. I lnlton c:101 "r• - -•----"-

� PREFERENCES Q_ SEARCH 

Relationships 

Parents Pricilla Gardner, Steven 

Pinkney 

Spouses Priscilla Willis 

Children Ella Willis, Mary 

Willis, Benjamin Willis 

Parents R* Willis, Lonnie Willis 

Siblings Marion Willis, Margree 

Willis, James Willis, Irene 
Willis, Berniece Willis, Baxter Willis 

►



1/23124;'2:56 AM 

Elizabeth White 
Mentioned in the Record of Ella Willis {Elizabeth White's Daughter) 

Death • South Carolina Deaths, 1915-1973 

Name Elizabeth White

Birthplace South Carolina

Sex F 

Elizabeth White's Spouses and Children 

SouthStephen Brailsford Husband M V Carolina 

Ella Willis Daughter F 35 South
Carolina 

Name Ellst Willis 

Sex Female 

Age �� 
Birth Date about1880 

Birthplace South Carolina 

Burial Date 1915 

Burial Place Shot Pouch 

Marital Status Married 

Race Negro 

Father's Name SteP.hen Brailsford 

Father's Sex Male 

Father's Birthplace South Carolina 

Mother's Name Elizabeth White 

Mother's Sex Female 

Mother's Birthplace South Carolina 

Event Type Death 

Event Date 24 Sep 1915 

Event Place Sumter Township, 

Sumter, South 

Carolina, United 

States 

Document Information v 

Collection Information 

South Carolina Deaths, 1915-
1973 

Cite This Record 

"South Carolina Deaths, 1915-
1973", , FamilySearch

(https://www.familysearch.org/ ark:/6 
1903/1 :1 :N969-889 : Mon May 06 
18:33:06 UTC 2024), Entry for Ella 
Willis and Stephen Brailsford, 24 Sep 
1915. 

Tree 

Similar Records 

Elizabeth White 
South Carolina Deaths, 1915-1973 
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STATI:OfSOUTH<.:AIIOUNA 

:�.; i � r. �u st:

COUNTY OF SUMTF.a 

\ .)L 

l"tOIA n: <:CltJRT 

IHliE MATTER OF Gardenia C. Brogdon 

CASE NUMBER 94ES4300145 

OE£D OF DISTRIBUTION 

WHEREAS.lhe-ldieelonme 12thc1ayol ___ A�p_r_1._· 1 ____ -.19!!_.rd. 

WHEREAS, lhe ..,. ol lhe -..n1 it bolng admwllslOl'IG in Ille ?robalo Coun lor SutTUr Counly,So.Aft CaroltN In F• -

___ 9_4_E_S _4_3_00_l_ 4_5 _______ :ond 

WHEREAS, I/lo o,onlN ,,...ir, 1o ollher • bonoflciar, or he.- at law, as appropnato. ol lhe o.»donl. and. 

WHEREAS . .,,.·� p,,.cma\ RoprMerc•IYI IS Ille dUly al)pOlnled and qulli!oed lo.oar)'., - matW,-. 

NOW,THEREFORe.ln..,,,.,,_wilhlhelawsoflheSla:oolSouthCarohna.U..PoflOMl�-n•�� 
soklanc1-.ano0y1he .. Pl'IMf'lt,aoag,.nt. t>arvain,selano...- in equal share• to: 

Narno: Christopher A. Brogdon Harold M. Brogdon Naomi Brogdon 

Adaress __ 3_2_4 _w_y_o_m_i_n_g_D_r_i_v_e __ _

Sumter, SC 29153 

Ruth Brogdon Dav1.s 
207 W. Pal1.sade Avenue 
Englewood, NJ 07631 

Luther U. Brogdon 
7511 Ridgewick Drive 
Dallax, Texas 75217 

1030 Decatur St. 

Sumter, SC 29150 

Everett L. Brogdon 

205 W. Palieade Ave. 

Englewood, NJ 07631 

4220-25 Hutchington Parkway 
East Bronx, NY 10475 

the following described property: 

The one-third (1/3) interest in Parcel ;226-14-03-024, containing 
7 acres and l building located in School District 11, Sumter County, 
South Carolina. 

The one-twentieth six (l/26) interest in Parcel 1205-00-01-006, 
containing 8.75 acres, located in School District fl, Sumter County, 
South Carolina 

The one-thirteen (1/13) interest in Parcel 1210-00-01-003, containing 
10 acres, located in School District t2, Sumter County, South Carolina. 

FOAW N00PC 11 •1 
62-3-IICl7, 62-3-IICII 

FILING rEes: ,_ ... 1"""0 ........ ro ____ _ 
STATE TAX: $ -------
CGUt, rt TAX: $ ____ _ 

TOTAL PAID: i
,__

--'-1
""'

0
""'"

_""00"""

_PAGE, OF2 

m •. l�s -1 k)u.« 
-- -----V.,,.,.p-�� .. ��_,._....,.,.._Cll .. , _ _.,__.,..-4 . .,,..,-,., • .., ____ Y_J,llllM-••-tQ ______ IIZQ-• 

L _J 

.., 

_J 
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TOGE THEAwitt, al and 1lngsl11, lhe Aighll, MorrC>e<a, Hored1lamon1s and Appunonanais 10 tho said �rty belonglnQ, 
or In anywise lnclclent or -,tllntng. 

TO HAVE AHO TO HOI.D, ohnd aingullr. the uld --.sJProperty unto the sa<I Christopher A, Bro
�

don 1 
Harold M. Brogdon, Naomi Brogdon, Ruth B. Davis, Everett L. Brogdon an Luthe.r 

tholr heirs and ... 1gn1 lorevor. U, B.:ogdon 

\� IN WITNESS WHEREOF, !ho unclo,-IQnod
�! 

Poraonal Raprosonta11110 at lho estate ol llMI deoodonl. h&I executed U,la DN<l, 11111 
__ dayol March , 19_. 

SIGNED. SEALED ANO OELMRED 
IN THE PRESENCE Of 

COLSTI OF SLMTER 

PROBA Tl! 

PEASONAll v appoarl<I bofcn me __ a_r_e_n_d_a_E_. _H_amm __________ _ and � oath that ho/she saw tho Within ••"'""' Poraanal Ropro50nta11ve1s) sign, seal, and as their act and deed, dohV11r U,o within wnnon 
Deed,andthat halsh<lwitll Jackie M. Alfred wi!nasseott,eexeeut10n1heraol. 

Wttnoss Signature· 

� E., � 

~""' ,.aeNT w,.s FILED ON:
T�S .,_,,,vm 

� 

?z� /995-r!/::.J/i,f''I,

u; I JI PO.L992 
RcCOROED: \IOL � 

.__. o "DOM·' JOHNSON 
n. , 

ANCY 
t< .·,STER OF t.AESHEC0NVEY 

- �\JMTER COU!llTY, S.C. 

PAGE 20F 2 

-----�-----------·-··---·----· 
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SCl)OT R/W Form 101A (Revised 2-98) ,. 
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c-

File: 

Project: 

43.782 

South ·carolina Department ofTransportation 
NOMINAL APPRAISAL REPORT 

Identification &. Description 

:R.d./Rt.: Wcdgefield_Road/Loring Mill Road

STP-NR43(004) Pin: 27161 I <;::aunty: Sumter

From Station: 37+-00 To Station: 38+-00 RL SC Route 441 Sheet 4B SA I J 

Owner: Heirs of Phillis Weathers, eta I j Telephone: 718-653-0362 (M. Durant)

Owner Address: 416 Meadowbury Drive, Columbia, SC 29203 

Tract Location: North side of Loring Mill Road

Mortgages & Addresses: None of Record

Recorded: Bk. I Pg. j Date jAmt. 
Lessees & Address: 

1 Tenns of Leases: None of Record

Size: A) Before: 8.75 Acres Tax Map: 205-00-01-006

B) After: 8.725 Acres Plat: None found recorded 

C) Acquired: .025 Acre (1,077 sq. ft.) Width ofR/W: New 36' right of way 

Tabulation of sales: (At least 5 years; if more than 5 years, last sale) 

From To Date Consideration Book Page 

We understand the title is 
I clouded. The last deed we
, :,ave is as follows:

I 
I 

Estate of Edna Williams Willie A. Williams & 07/11/00 NIA 776 1846 
(DOD 05/26/97) Juliatte Blanging J /3 interest 

-

PURPOSE OF 11-IE APPRAISAL: To estimate the difference in the market value of this property caused by acquisition ofrhe 
right of way for the proposed construction of this project. This is a complete appraisal-summary report as dess:;ribed by USP AP I 
Standard 2-28. 

Present Use: Vacant Zoning: R-15; Single Family Residential 

8- Highest and Best Use Before: Residential

, j Highest and Best Use After: Residential ,. 



Qrsossol"s Endorsement 

08/291202' 0:1:05:13 AM 

111u111111111�llill lllft 1111111111111 111 !111m111n 11111111 11111•1 PGs=' 532�p��3�9 

D August 28, 2024 11:11:43 AM 

Rec: $15.00 Total: $15.00 

��;;� !�-�TER - BEGISTER OF DEEDS SUMl'ER COUNTY

BY: LAM Auditor's Endorsement 

09/12/2024 03:55:44 PM TITLE TO REAL EST A TE 

STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA ) 

) 

COUNTY OF SUMTER ) 

KNOW ALL MEN BY THESE PRESENTS, THAT 

WE, PHILLIP BLANDING, VERNITA L. SWINTON AND SHAWN BLANDING, 

hereinafter referred to as Grantors. in the State aforesaid. for the sum of Five and 00/100 ($5.00) 

Dollars and other considerations to me in hand paid by VALERIE MCCRAY hereinafter 

referred to as Grantees in the State aforesaid (the receipt of which is hereby acknowledged) has 

granted, bargained, sold, and released, and by these presents do grant, bargain. sell, release unto 

the said VALERIE MCCRAY, his or her heirs and assigns forever, in fee simple, together with 

every contingent remainder and right of reversion. their interest in the following described 

properties, to wit: 

That parcel of land in Sumter County, State of South Carolina, containing 8. 75 acres and being 
shown on the tax map of Sumter County as tax map parcel 2050001006. This property was 
originally vested in Phillis Weathers pursuant to a partition plat recorded in the Office of the 
Register of Deeds for Sumter County in Report Book H at Page 367, being a plat by Haron D. 
Moise, Surveyor, dated December 14, 1891, and shown as Parcel 6 on said plat. Phillis Weathers 
died Intestate leaving as her heirs and her daughters, namely, Persicella Robinson Geynes, 
Louise Richards, Lena Canty and Mary Robinson. Louise Richards died leaving no surviving 
spouse or children. Lena Canty died leaving children surviving her, whose names are 
undetermined/to be determined. Mary Robinson died leaving children surviving her, whose 
names are undetermined/to be determined. Persicella Robinson Geynes had three children, 
namely Ella Willis, Mary Willis and Benjamin Willis. Mary Willis and Benjamin Willias are 
said to have died Intestate leaving no surviving spouse or children. Ella Willis died leaving one 
child, namely Edna Willis, who is the mother of the Decedent (Juliaette Blanding). This being 
the same properties conveyed to Juliaette Blanding by Deed of Distribution from the Estate of 
Edna Willis Williams (Estate Pkg 97ES430024 7). 

This being the same property conveyed to the Grantors herein by Deed of Distribution from the 
Estate of Juliaette Blanding, Sumter County Estate Case No.; 2023-ES-43-178, recorded on 
January 2. 2024 in the Office of the Register of Deeds for Sumter County in Volume 1322 at 
Page 2100. 
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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA) 

COUNTY OF _su_M_T_E_R __ _ AFFIDAVIT FOR EXEMPT TRANSFERS 

PERSONALLY appeared before me the undersigned, who being duly sworn, deposes and 
says: 

1. I have read the infonnation on the back of this affidavit and I understand such
infonnation.

2. The property being transferred is located at_L
..;;..
0_R1_N

...;;.
G_M_1_LL_R_D ________ _

-----------, bearing SUMTER County Tax Map Number 
205-00-01-006 , was transferred by!_HlLLIP BLANDING. VERNITA
SWlNTON & SHAWN BLANDING to _V_A_ L_ERl_E_M_:C_CAA_Y __________ _ 
_________________ on 8-26-24 

3. The deed is exempt from the deed recording fee because (See Infonnation section of
affidavit}:
NO GAIN OR LOSS RECOGNIZED 

[f exempt under exemption # 14 as described in the lnfonnation section of this affidavit, 
did the agent and principal relationship exist at the time of the original sale and was the 
purpose of this relationship to purchase the realty? Check Yes_ or No __ _ 

4. As required by Code Section 12-24-70, I state that I am a responsible person who was
connected with the transaction as:
ATTORNEY

5. I understand that a person required to furnish this affidavit who fully furnishes a
false or fraudulent affidavit is guilty of a misdemeanor and, up onviction, must be
fined not more than one thousand dollars or imprisoned not re than.one year, or
both.

Responsible Person Connected with the Transaction 

CHARLES T BROOKS Ill 
Print or Type Name Here 

to be
�

�d�y of AUGUST 2024 

bite� 
ission Expires: _6-_1_0-_2o_J_o ___________ _



February 5, 2008 

Ms. Celestine Parker 
416 Meadowbury Drive 
Columbia, SC 29203 

MORRIS 0. MAZURSKY 

ATTORNEY AT LAW 

19 N. '"fARVfN ST • P 0. BOX 1645 

SUMTER, SC 29151 

Re: Deed of Distribution for Estate of Edna W. Williams recorded 
nr. July 1 l 2000 in Sumter Countv. Volu'tle 7'76, at Pac;c 1846 
File: 97-153 

I recei,ed your lecter of January 30, 2008 in regard to the above matter. 

1ELEPHONES 

1BO3)773-9532 

1BO3177 5-3932 

FAX 

18031 773-4032 

It is not within my power to rescind the Deed of Distribution. 
Deed of Distribution based on information provided to me by 
Williams, who was the Personal Representative of the estate. 
that you take this matcer up with Mr. Williams. 

I prepared the 
Mr. Willie A. 

I would suggest. 

My notes in this file indicate that you called me on July 24, 2002 and I advised 
Mr. Williams of your call. 

Very truly yours, 
.::, 

- ,-,---.
\' \ MOR�1S o:·-MAZURSKY

MDM:mm 

_.,. 



Attorney Morris Mazarsky 
19 N. Harvin St. 
Sumter, S.C. 29150 

January 30, 2008 

Re: Estate of Edna Williams 
Deed to Willie Williams, Juliette Blanding 

Dear Sir: 

This is my second request that you rescind a deed drawn up by you for 
Willie Williams and Juliette Blanding. Edna Williams was not a descendant 
of Phyllis Miller Weathers, thereby having no rights to heir's property. In 
the Probate Court, it states Edna Williams died Intestate, meaning she had 
no will and nothing to Probate. 

Prescilla's name was never Robinson, she was Prescilla Weathers and 
married a Gynes. Ella Wilson Clark was not the daughter of Prescilla 
Weathers Gynes, as Prescilla had no children. Phyllis Miller Weathers had 
four daughters so how can one person have a l/3 interest? 

Again, we the family of Phyllis Miller Weathers is requesting that you 
immediately rescind the deed that you drew up for Willie Williams and 
Juliette Blanding on the estate of Phyllis Miller Weathers. 

S\n::;ely,..-J.:--- _f) 
A (£1;,�k� .,zz-,,, ?a ./ 

Celestine Parker, Ghai1man 
Canty/Cantey Family 
Great Grand Daughter of Phyllis Weathers 



STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

COUNTY OF SUMTER 

IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS 

2024-CP-43-02109 

Celestine Parker and Loretta Black, 
Plaintiffs, 

vs . 

John Doe, Jane Doe, Richard Roe, Mary Roe, Infants, 
Insane Persons and Incompetents, Being Fictitious Names, 
Designating as a Class Any Unknown Person or Persons, 
Whose True Names are Unknown, Who May be and Heir, 
Distributee, Devisee, Legatee, Widow, Widower, Issue, 
Personal Representative, Executor, Administrator, 
Successor, Creditor, Assign and/or alienee of Phillis 
Weathers; Valarie McCray, Harry Burns, Alma Jackson, 
Lynn Neely, Matthew Peterson, Carolyn Dupree, Gary 
Dupree, Gregory Dupree, Edith Davis, May Thelma McGee, 
Rodney Pitts, Denise Pitts, Sheryl James, Marie 
Gilespie, Eugene Canty, Ethel Swain, Amanda Canty, 
Connie �anty, Alexander Canty, Clarence Canty Jr., 
Daniel Canty, Luther Brogdon, Everette Brogdon, Naomi 
Brogdon, Obar Davis, Wilaba Brogdon, Michelle Thompson, 
Harold Brogdon Jr., Janice Brogdon, Lillie Mae 
Cleaveland Payton, Brian Canty, Gloria Canty, Herbert 
Canty, Randolph Gaymon, Alvin L. Gaymon, Ernestine 
Gaymon, Aaliyaa Hasan, Taheedah Griffin, Eugene Dowling, 
Geline Graham, Christopher Dowling, Sheryl Dowling, 
Donna Dowling, Sherly Richards, Gail White, Debra White, 
Dana White, Damon White, Danielle White, Also Any and 
All Other Persons or Legal Entities, Known and Unknown, 
having or Claiming Any Right, Title, Estate, Interest In 
or Lien Upon the Real Property Described in the 
Complaint Herein, 

Defendants. 

PARTIAL TRANSCRIPT OF HEARING 
(Testimony of Celestine Parker and Valerie McCray only) 

Date: May 27, 2025 
Time: 11:01 a.m. 

ORIGINAL 
Location: Sumter County Judicial Center, 215 N. Harvin 
Street, Courtroom lA, Sumter, South Carolina 

Reported by: 
Gretchen H. Wise 

Wise Court Reporting, LLC 
102 Sandy Run Court, Gaston, South Carolina 29053 

Phone: 803-290-1988/Email: wisecourtreporting@gmail.com 
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1 APPEARANCES 

2 Presiding: 
The Honorable Michael M. Jordan 

3 Sumter County Master in Equity 
10 Law Range 

4 Sumter, South Carolina 29150 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

For the Plaintiffs: 

sumtercountymie@ftc-i.net 

William M. (Bill) Connor, V, Esq. 
Shannon Swann, Legal Secretary 

Bill Connor Law Firm, LLC 
1408 Russell Street, Suite 11 

Orangeburg South Carolina 29115 
office@billconnorlaw.com 

For Defendant Valerie McCray: 
10 Charles Thomas Brooks, III, Esq. 

Law Office of Charles T. Brooks, III 
11 309 Broad Street 

Sumter, South Carolina 29150 
12 attorneyctb@outlook.com 

13 Also present: 
Celestine Parker, Loretta Black, Daniel Canty, 

14 Vernita Swinton, Vera Williams-Bower, and Valerie McCray 

15 INDEX 

16 

17 

18 

Celestine Parker 
Direct Examination by Mr. Connor 
Cross-Examination by Mr. Brooks 
Redirect Examination by Mr. Connor 
Recross-Examination by Mr. Brooks 

Valerie McCray 
19 Direct Examination by Mr. Brooks 

Cross-Examination by Mr. Connor 
20 Redirect Examination by Mr. Brooks 

Recross-Examination by Mr. Connor 
21 Certificate 

EXHIBITS 

3 

27 
69 

80 

84 
103 
117 
120 
123 

22 

23 

24 

25 

(All exhibits were retained by the Court and the court 
reporter did not receive a copy.) 

Ph: (803) 290-1988 
WISE COURT REPORTING, LLC 

I 02 Sandy Run Ct., Snndy Run, SC 29053 wisccourtreporting@gmail.com 
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1 P R O C E E D I N G S 

2 (Portion of proceeding not ordered) 

3 Whereupon, 

4 CELESTINE PARKER, 

Page 3 

5 having been duly sworn/affirmed to speak 

6 the truth, the whole truth, and nothing 

7 but the truth by the Court, testified as 

8 follows: 

9 THE COURT: You are sworn. Answer the questions 

10 posed to you by Mr. Connor. 

11 MR. CONNOR: I'm going to start, Your Honor, with a 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

family tree that we will testify off with 

stipulating to that there is a -- shows some 

opposition in this case to Mr. Brooks's client, 

but to testify off this to keep it as less 

confusing as possible. I'm going to have her 

testify through her belief in the family tree 

for Ms. Phillis Weathers. 

19 THE COURT: Okay. 

20 THE WITNESS: Okay. 

21 DIRECT EXAMINATION OF CELESTINE PARKER 

22 BY MR. CONNOR: 

23 Q. 

24 

25 

Okay. Celestine, can you explain to the Court 

your lineage back to Ms. Phillip -- Phillis 

Weathers? 

WISE COURT REPORTING, LLC 
Ph: (803) 290-1988 102 Sandy Run Ct.. Sandy Run. SC 29053 wisecourtreporting@gmail.com 
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1 THE COURT: And hang on one second. Let me get your 

2 

3 

4 

full name for the benefit of the court 

reporter. And you might have to spell your 

first name. 

5 THE WITNESS: Okay. Celestine, that's C-E-L-E-S-T-

6 I-N-E. Celestine Parker. 

7 THE COURT: Okay. All right. You may answer the 

8 

9 Q. 

10 

11 

12 A. 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 Q. 

19 

20 

21 A. 

22 

23 

24 Q. 

25 

questions posed. 

Okay. Yeah. With the -- the family tree, 

could you explain your lineage from starting 

with Ms. Phillis Weathers down to the present? 

Yes. Ms. Phillis Weathers, she was -- her 

maiden name was Miller, married name Weathers. 

She was the mother of my grandmother, who was 

Lena Weathers, who is now -- was Lena Canty. 

So Priscilla would be my great-grandmother. 

That's our lineage. 

Okay. And we see on this that you start at 

the beginning with Ms. 

Priscilla Geynes --

okay, yeah, 

Oh, I'm sorry. I kept saying Priscilla. 

didn't mean that. Phillis was my great-

grandmother. I'm sorry. Yes. 

I

Okay. Ms. Celestine, do you recognize these 

documents? 

WISE COURT REPORTING, LLC 
Ph: (803)290-1988 I 02 Sandy Run Ct., Sanely Run, SC 29053 wisccou1treporting@gmail.com 



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

Page 5 

5/27/2025 2024-CP-43-02109 

A. 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 

A. 

Yes, I do. 

Okay. Can you tell the Court what they are? 

Okay. The first one was put into play by 

Willie Williams, who's -- who came into the 

courts in 2000, and stating at that time that 

his mother, who is Edna Willis Williams, that 

Ella Willis was his mother -- was her mother. 

And we find that that to be untrue, because 

Ella Willis, the one that he presented, died 

in 1915, and Priscilla was born in -­

Priscilla was born in eighteen -- 1886, and 

this lady was born in 1880; however, she died 

in 1915, when Edna was born in 1916. So 

that's a year's difference. 

Okay. 

And -- oh, I'm sorry. 

Sure. 

That's Edna. And I don't know where the other 

Ella came from that showed up in 2024. I've 

-- I've never heard of either of the Ellas, 

really. But this one in -- but we did find 

out about the Ella Ellis. But there's nothing 

on record in this family about a Ella Murphy. 

And, when I looked up Ella Murphy, she 

supposedly died in '74 at 62. And, when I did 

WISE COURT REPORTING, LLC 
Ph: (803) 290-1988 I 02 Sandy Run C1., Sanely Run, SC 29053 wisecou11reporting@grnail.com 
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11 A. 
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14 Q. 
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the research on that, they did not have a Ella 

Murphy. The only Ella Murphy they did have 

that died in 1974, she was 85 years old, so 

today she would be 136. And that's the only 

Ella Murphy. We never heard of either of 

these Murphys, but especially the Ella Murphy. 

Okay. And just so we know, Edna was alleged 

to be the daughter of Ella Murphy, which 

eventually came down to Willie and eventually 

Ms. Valerie; is that 

Right. 

Is that correct? 

That's correct. 

Okay. And, just for the record, what you have 

there is, is the death certificates that --

and just for the record, how did we get hold 

of the death certificates? 

Well, the Ella Murphy and the Edna Ellis, that 

came when Bill first put in for saying that 

was his grandmother. So we got that copy from 

his notes when we finally found out. Because 

it was, like, a year or two later that we 

found out that they -- you know, either one 

had died. And so that's how we got the Ella 

Willis death certificate. Now, the Ella 

WISE COURT REPORTING, LLC 
Ph: (803)290-1988 102 Sandy Run Ct., Sandy Run, SC 29053 wisecourtreporting@gmail.com 
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1 Murphy death certificate was sent to us by 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 Q. 

12 

13 

14 A. 

15 Q. 

16 

Attorney 

we don't 

the attorney there. And, again, 

I don't know anything about that 

Ella. And for Edna Willis we got that death 

certificate the same time that we got the 

certificate for Ella -- Ella Willis. Edna 

Willis. It sounds -- you know, tongue 

twister. But Ella Willis was supposed to have 

been the mother of Edna Willis, and we found 

that to be untrue. 

Okay. And, actually, just for the record, 

too, if we can go ahead and pose the exhibits, 

exhibit for the --

Okay. 

family tree, Number 1, and then also the --

so that'd be Exhibit A. 

17 COURT REPORTER: All right, A. 

18 A. 

19 

Give you this. Okay. That is the Edna 

Willis. 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

COURT REPORTER: That is a death certificate. 

family tree 

THE WITNESS: Oh. 

MR. CONNOR: Yes. 

THE WITNESS: I'm 

should be A. 

That's 

That 

sorry. 

- -

this, 

Yeah. 

right? 

25 COURT REPORTER: Thank you. 

WISE COURT REPORTING, LLC 

The 

Ph: (803) 290-1988 102 Sandy Run Ct., Sandy Run, SC 29053 wisecourtreponing@gmail.com 
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1 (Plaintiff's Exhibit A is marked and introduced.) 

2 Q. 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 A. 

8 

9 

10 

11 Q. 

12 A. 

13 

14 Q. 

15 A. 

16 Q. 

17 A. 

18 Q. 

19 A. 

20 Q. 

21 A. 

22 

23 

24 

25 

Okay. And then, and just to be clear for the 

record, on these death certificates, which you 

just testified to came from the other side, 

how old would Ella have had to have been in 

order to have sired Edna? 

Well, the Ella Willis died in 1915, and Edna 

was born in 1916, so she was dead a year 

before -- Ella Willis was dead a year before 

Edna was born. 

Okay. But for the Ella Murphy though -­

Ella Murphy, let's see, I don't -- I don't 

have that one. You gave me two Edna Earl. 

Oh, excuse me. 

Yeah. 

Okay. 

Uh-huh. 

So, just to keep it clear --

-- for the record, do you recognize that? 

Yes. 

Okay. What is that? 

This was a letter from Brooks law office where 

he was saying that, well, Ms. McCray does not 

dispute my responsible of the payments that I 

made for the last 27 years, and that Lena 

Canty was my grandmother, who was the daughter 

WISE COURT REPORTING, LLC 
Ph: (803) 290-1988 I 02 Sandy Run Ct .. Sandy Run, SC 29053 wisecou11reporting@gmail.com 
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of Phillis Weathers. Also, it stated that 

Phillis Weathers Willis, Phillis, she was 

never married to a Willis. Her married name 

was Geynes. 

Willis. And 

She was never married to a 

and she was not the daughter. 

And she was the daughter of Phillis Weathers. 

He did say that. And Priscilla is the natural 

mother of Ella Murphy, which is Ella C. 

Murphy. Which that's the Murphy that came up 

September 24. And we don't know. We never 

heard of her. 

Okay. 

Yeah. 

And, by the birth certificates that you 

received, again, looking at birth dates 

Uh-huh. 

-- how old would Ella had to have been to have 

sired Edna by those, the birth dates on those 

death certificates? 

Well, this Ella Murphy that they presented was 

born in 1912. And Ella -- Ella --

Edna? 

Edna. I'm sorry. These two Ella are getting 

mixed up. She was born in 1916. So that 

means that Ella Murphy would have been four 

WISE COURT REPORTING, LLC 
Ph: (803) 290-1988 I 02 Sandy Run Ct.. Sandy Run, SC 29053 wisecourtrcporting@gmail.com 
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1 years old when she had Edna. 

2 Q. 

3 A. 

4 Q. 

5 

6 A. 

7 Q. 

8 

9 

10 

11 A. 

12 Q. 

13 

14 

15 A. 

16 Q. 

17 A. 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

Okay. 

Yeah. 

So, in the documents you had received, at 

least up to today --

Yeah. 

-- from the other side, is it fair to say it 

would have been possible for Edna to have been 

the daughter of Ella, by the dates in the 

vital records that you've received? 

That's correct. 

Okay. And just for the record, too, I mean, 

you did pay taxes for the last 27 years or so 

Yes. 

-- correct? 

Just last what happened, last year 

have been paying them since 1 96, when 

I 

because the two sisters, who were the 

grandchildren of Phillis, they were here in 

Sumter; they were paying it. And then, in -­

I'm wondering what happened, because I didn't 

hear anything. So, when I checked, the taxes 

-- tax -- taxes had not been paid. That was 

1996 -- '97. So, from '97 up to '23, I had 

WISE COURT REPORTING, LLC 
Ph: (803) 290-1988 I 02 Sandy Run Cl., Sandy Run, SC 29053 wisecourtreporting@gmail.com 
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been paying the taxes. It -- and then I 

didn't get the tax bill, and I wondered what 

happened. The taxes had been paid. And 

that's when I found out that Ms. McCray had 

gone down to the tax office, changed my name 

to her name, and paid the taxes for -- for -­

for '23. But then, when we were in a hearing 

in '24, I paid the taxes in '24. 

Okay. 

So she has only paid the taxes one time. 

Okay. And all the way up till 27 years ago, 

who was paying the taxes? 

I was. 

You were? 

Yes. 

Okay. And, before you, who was paying taxes? 

The one of the sisters. Well, the first 

one was Angeline Dupree, which is Loretta's 

grandmother, and that's the granddaughter of 

Priscilla -- I mean Phillis. And when she 

died Gardenia Brogdon, another granddaughter 

of Phillis, was paying the taxes. And then 

she became ill. She was in her '90s. And her 

children took her to New York. And that's 

when I started paying them. 

WISE COURT REPORTING, LLC 
Ph: (803) 290-1988 102 Sandy Run Ct .. Sandy Run, SC 29053 wisecourtreporting@gmail.com 
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Q. 
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Q. 
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Q. 
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A. 
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A. 

Q. 

A. 

Okay. 

Yes. 

2024-CP-43-02109 

Do you recognize this? 

Yes. We saw it in the packet. Yes. 

Okay. But what is it? 

Page 12 

This is a deed of distribution that Bill 

Williams, or Willie Williams, did for his 

mother 

Okay. 

-- in 2000. 

And who was his mother? 

His mother was Edna Willis Williams. 

Okay. 

Yes. 

And that's the same -- is that the same Edna 

that we've been talking about with the vital 

records? 

Yes, that's correct. 

Okay. And, after you discovered this, what 

did you do? 

Well, that's when I started conferring with 

the attorney, which was Mr. Macursky(ph). I 

started conferring with him, you know, letting 

me know that Bill was not a -- a descendant. 

And we were kind of back and forth. And he 

WISE COURT REPORTING, LLC 
Ph: (803) 290-1988 102 Sandy Run Cr., Sandy Run, SC 29053 wisecourtrepo1ting@gmail.com 
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1 did write me a letter, and I do have copies of 

2 the letter 

3 Q. 

4 A. 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 Q. 

11 

We do. 

that he wrote, and telling me that he 

didn't have the I was asking him to rescind 

that deed. And he wrote me back and told me 

he didn't have the power to send it to 

rescind the deed. And he only went by what 

Bill told him. 

Okay. Let me do this. That's the next 

exhibit, I think Exhibit C, I believe. 

12 COURT REPORTER: Okay. Plaintiff's Exhibit -- this 

13 

14 

will be B. I have it as B. I had A as the 

family tree. And would this be the next one? 

15 MR. CONNOR: That's it. That is. Yeah. 

16 COURT REPORTER: Okay. 

17 (Plaintiff's Exhibit B is marked and introduced.) 

18 A. 

19 Q. 

20 

21 A. 

22 Q. 

23 

24 A. 

Okay. 

Okay. And then the only other thing, I 

believe --

I didn't have the --

Okay. I mean, what's -- this was not put in, 

correct? 

She just 

25 MR. CONNOR: That was not another exhibit? 

WISE COURT REPORTING, LLC 
Ph: (803)290-1988 I 02 Sandy Run Ct., Sandy Run, SC 29053 wisecourtreporting@gmail.com 
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COURT REPORTER: 
So this will be Exhibit C. 

A. Okay.

MR. CONNOR: Okay. 

COURT REPORTER: Plaintiff's Exhibit C will be the 

death certificate 

MR. CONNOR: Okay. 

COURT REPORTER: of Ella Willis. 

MR. CONNOR: Okay. Thank you. 

(Plaintiff's Exhibit C is marked and introduced.) 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 

Pb: (803) 290-1988 

Okay. Do you recognize that? 

Yes. 

And what is it? 

I'm sorry? 

What is it? 

Oh, this is a letter from Attorney Marvin 

Magus -- Macusky(ph). I'm probably 

mispronouncing his name. But, anyway, this is 

this letter was telling him that this was 

my second request asking him to rescind the 

deed. This was in 2008, drawn up by him, for 

Willie Williams and Juliaette Blanding. 

Okay. 

Because she was not a descendant of Phillis 

Miller Weathers. 

Okay. So you made the request. And -- and 

WISE COURT REPORTING, LLC 
102 Sandy Run Ct.. Sandy Run, SC 29053 wisecourtreporting@gmail.com 
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1 then the second page is in response? 

2 A. 

3 Q. 

4 A. 

5 Q. 

6 

7 A. 

8 Q. 

9 A. 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 Q. 

20 A. 

21 Q. 

Yes. 

Correct? 

Yes. 

Okay. And go ahead and read for the record 

what Mr. 

Okay. 

-- Mazursky said. 

Yes. This was a deed of distribution for the 

Estate of Edna Williams. He was stating that 

he received my letter in regards to the above 

matter. And then he stated that "It's not 

within my power to rescind the deed of 

distribution. I prepared the deed of 

distribution based on the information provided 

to me by Willie Williams." And then he asked 

me to take up the matter with him, with Willie 

Williams. 

Okay. And let's go ahead and put that in 

Okay. 

-- the record as 

22 MR. CONNOR: As what? 

23 COURT REPORTER: D. 

24 MR. CONNOR: D, okay. 

25 (Plaintiff's Exhibit D is marked and introduced.) 

WISE COURT REPORTING, LLC 
Ph: (803) 290-1988 102 Sandy Run Ct.. Sandy Run, SC 29053 wisccourtreporting@gmail.com 



5/27/2025 

1 Q. 

2 
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Okay. And what happened next? Did you 

attempt to reach out to Ms. -- Mr. Willie 

Williams? 

Yes, I did. I got a call that he was cutting 

timber on the property. And I call him to 

verify the what and the why. And he was not 

very nice about that. And then I started 

communicating again with the lawyer, which 

came to know that didn't work out. 

Okay. We're going to go back in time a little 

bit, because we passed over another document. 

Do you recognize that? 

Yes. This was back in two -- I mean 1998, 

when I wrote the probate judge at the time, 

and I was -- I wrote him telling him that the 

property that has been put in the deeds of 

distributions are incorrect, and that the 

heirs were numerous and cannot be distributed 

to any one person. 

Okay. 

Yeah. 

Was that in response to the family of -­

alleged -- the family of Edna? 

Yes, Edna and Gardenia Brogdon. But it -- you 

know, those were both -- those were the two 

WISE COURT REPORTING, LLC 
Ph: (803) 290-1988 I 02 Sandy Run Ct., Sandy Run, SC 29053 wisecourtreporting@gmail.com 
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1 

2 

3 

4 Q. 

5 A. 

6 Q. 

7 A. 

8 

distributions. Deed of distribution is the 

reason I added Gardenia Brown. But she was 

her granddaughter. 

Okay. Granddaughter of who? 

Okay. Did she --

Yeah. Next should be E. 

Okay. 

COURT REPORTER: E. 

MR. CONNOR: Yes. 9 

10 (Plaintiff's Exhibit E is marked and introduced.) 

11 Q. 

12 A. 

13 

14 

15 Q. 

16 

17 A. 

18 

19 

20 

21 Q. 

22 A. 

23 

24 

25 Q. 

Okay. Do you recognize this? 

Yeah, this is the -- the deed of distribution 

-- distribution for Gardenia Brogdon, who was 

actually a granddaughter of Phillis Weathers. 

Okay. And did this generate the letter that 

you wrote about it for --

Not from her. But, you know, she was -- they 

were two distributions at the time. It was 

hers that was 1994, and the one that that 

Bill Williams did in 2000. 

Okay. 

And then there was another one done in 2023, 

so that's three deeds of distribution done on 

one piece of property. 

Okay. 

WISE COURT REPORTING, LLC 
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2 MR. CONNOR: And, actually, just if we can put that 

3 as the next exhibit, please. This --

4 COURT REPORTER: This is F. 

5 (Plaintiff's Exhibit F is marked and introduced.) 

6 Q. 

7 A. 

8 Q. 

9 A. 

10 Q. 

11 A. 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

For the record. 

Okay. 

Do you recognize that? 

Yes. 

Okay. 

This was in October of 2002. Mr. Richardson, 

at that time, was the county treasurer. And 

so I visited the tax assessor's office and the 

auditor's office. And my concern was, as I 

stated in the letter, was the property of 

Phillis Weathers, et al. The owners had been 

changed to someone who's not a descendant, and 

the family is having a problem with that. Now 

we are not receiving a tax bill. I called the 

office and was told that was being mailed to 

me, but I never received it, so I had to come 

down here to get it. And the property is in 

the name of Phillis Weathers, et al., and that 

that's the way it should stay until the family 

collectively decides to do something about 

WISE COURT REPORTING, LLC 
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1 that. 

2 Q. 

3 A. 

4 Q. 

5 

Okay. 

Yeah. 

Did you receive any response back with 

documents showing --

6 A. No.

7 Q. -- that Edna was the daughter? Okay. 

8 A. No.

9 Q. 

10 

11 A. 

12 Q. 

13 A. 

14 Q. 

15 A. 

16 Q. 

17 A. 

18 Q. 

19 

20 A. 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

Okay. And so you said in 2023 there was a

deed of distribution --

Yes.

-- filed?

Yes.

Okay.

For -- for Ms. McCray.

Okay.

Yes.

And what was your response when you found out

about it?

Well, you know, that 1 s when I'm saying, you

know, we've got to do something about it,

because it cannot go -- go from a et al. to

one owner. And that 1 s what has happened. And 

that's why we're here today. And, plus, it 

was an unclouded title to begin with in 2'03 

WISE COURT REPORTING, LLC 
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1 when Mr. Brooks was the guardian ad litem for 

2 the Department of Transportation. 

3 Q. 

4 

5 A. 

6 Q. 

7 A. 

8 Q. 

9 A. 

10 Q. 

11 

12 A. 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 Q. 

21 A. 

22 Q. 

23 

24 A. 

25 

Well, let's 

quickly. 

Okay. 

let's talk about that very 

So what year was --

2003. 

2003. 

Yes. 

And -- and what was the nature, what was going 

on with the Department of Transportation? 

Well, the Department of Transportation was 

coming in, in to do a sidewalk to the property 

on Loring Mill Road. And they did -- they did 

like 0.025, which came to 1,077 square feet, 

for the deal for that property on Loring Mill 

Road, yes. And, again, Mr. Brooks was the 

guardian ad litem at that time. However, I 

didn't see him. But 

Okay. 

-- he was, because he's noted. 

Okay. Does -- is this -- do you recognize 

that? 

Yes. This is the decree, for the lack of a 

better word, that he was -- that this was the 

WISE COURT REPORTING, LLC 
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1 order appointing Brooks as the guardian ad 

2 litem. 

3 Q. 

4 

5 

6 A. 

7 Q. 

8 A. 

9 

10 

11 

12 Q. 

13 

14 A. 

15 Q. 

16 A. 

17 

18 Q. 

19 A. 

20 Q. 

21 A. 

22 

23 

24 Q. 

25 A. 

Well, and, again, the key thing here is we 

have memorialization of the fact that there 

was a clouded title with that, at least a -­

Yes. 

-- a claim for that? 

I think you have a copy of that. I don't have 

that copy. You have a copy from the 

Department of Transportation stating that it 

was clouded. 

Yeah, I think you've got what you're -- on the 

top. 

It's not -- yeah. 

Okay. Do you recognize 

That's no. It's a -- one from the 

Department of Transportation. 

Okay. Actually, do you recognize that? 

Oh, this one? 

Yeah. 

That's the same thing. This is -- this one is 

a notice of order appointing a guardian 

guardian ad litem. 

Okay. 

And this one was from the Department of 

WISE COURT REPORTING, LLC 
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Transportation, where they -- you know, they 

were settling on the $500.00 for what they 

were going to do. 

Okay. 

Yes. 

Were you paying taxes during that time on the 

property? 

Yes, yes. That's how I got involved. Yes. 

Do you continue to pay taxes on it? 

Yes, I do. 

Okay. 

12 MR. CONNOR: Okay. Go ahead and put that into 

13 exhibit, please. Thank you. 

14 COURT REPORTER: Just -- just as one? 

15 THE WITNESS: Yeah. Two of them are the same. 

16 Yeah. 

17 MR. CONNOR: Yeah, as one. Thank you. 

18 THE WITNESS: Okay. 

19 (Plaintiff's Exhibit G is marked and introduced.) 

20 Q. 

21 

22 

23 A. 

24 

25 

Is there anything you'd like -- else you would 

like to tell the Court about your knowledge 

within this of the family? 

Yes. Well, Phillis -- Phillis Miller 

Weathers, she had four daughters: Louisa, 

Mary, Priscilla, and Lena. Lena was my 
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grandmother. Louisa had no children of her 

own. Priscilla had no children of her own. 

She was born, again, in 1876 when the one that 

-- the lady -- the Ella that Bill Williams was 

claiming, she died in -- you know, in -- in 

1915. And then Edna was born in 1916. Also, 

in the documents of this family, Edna or Ella, 

or neither Ella was -- is ever -- is not 

mentioned in any family document. None. And, 

in 2000, Edna Willis mother was Ella Willis, 

who was born in 1880 and died in 1915, as 

stated by her son Willie Williams and her 

daughter Juliaette Blanding. Edna was born in 

1916, a year later. Now, in nineteen -- in 

September of '24, another Ella has surfaced by 

the name of Ella Murphy whose birth date is 

1912, when Edna birthday is 1916, which give 

this Ella giving birth at four years old. And 

when I -- when I researched the -- the Sumter 

Item and the cemetery records, there's no 

records of a Ella Murphy being buried at that 

-- that cemetery. And the only burial in 

March, Ella Murphy that was buried in March of 

'74 in Sumter, was -- she was 85 years old. 

And on the death certificate it stated that 

Ph: (803) 290- I 988 
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she was 62. And she was born in 1888. 

Priscilla was born in 1876. Okay. And, if 

this second Ella, Ella Murphy, stated, and is 

the daughter of Priscilla Geynes, then she was 

12 years old when Priscilla, her mother, was 

born. Also, the 

saying, if -- if 

what I was thinking, I'm 

well, we know it's not 

true, but if it is true, or if it was true 

that Valerie McCray was related to Phillis, 

that makes her our kin. You know, she's kin 

to us too. But which is not a fact. But, if 

it if it happens that way, that's what it 

would be. So we can r t understand why all the 

shady dealings were going on. We knew nothing 

that Juliaette had died until someone came up 

a year later, and then we went to the 

courthouse, and that 1 s when we got all the 

information from the courthouse. And what we 

couldn't understand was why was it done that 

way. And my name has been there since. My 

name has been in the courthouse from -- from 

my being the spokesperson for the family, and 

also it's been in there since the '90s. And 

also, on this, the one of the deeds that we 

gave, my name and addresses on there right 

Ph: (803)290-1988 
WISE COURT REPORTING, LLC 

I 02 Sandy Run Ct., Sandy Run, SC 29053 wisecourtrepo11ing@gmail.com 



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

5/27/2025 

15 Q. 

16 A. 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 Q. 

24 A. 

25 Q. 

Page 25 

2024-CP-43-02109 

beside Brooks's name. You know, he was the 

guardian ad litem, as I stated. When the --

to -- to to my cousin Loretta and I finding 

out what was going on, we tried to reach out 

to Valerie. But it -- you know, it was to 

none. It kind of backfired on us. And we 

were wondering why they had to do it this way 

when we were right there, you know. And I'm 

an easy person to get along with and talk 

with. So but nobody never notified us. We 

didn't know he was going to be the attorney. 

We didn't know that Juliaette had died. We 

didn't even know that her -- her grandmother 

had died. 

Okay. 

So, and also, so, to summarize the whole 

thing, is that Priscilla is not the mother of 

either one of these Ellas. And the other 

thing is, in 2'03, when the Department of 

Transportation was -- was -- we went through 

that about the clouded title. Yeah. 

are here today to uncloud this deed. 

Okay. 

Yes. 

So we 

Before you walked in here, did you see a -- a 

WISE COURT REPORTING, LLC 
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1 

2 

3 

4 

5 A. 

6 Q. 

7 A. 

8 Q. 

9 

10 A. 

11 

12 

13 Q. 

14 

15 A. 

16 Q. 

17 A. 

18 Q. 

19 A. 

20 Q. 

21 A. 

22 Q. 

23 A. 

24 

25 Q. 

census record of 

children of Ella 

that appeared to show the 

or Priscilla? Excuse me. 

Did you get -- did you get a chance to see a 

census record outside the courtroom 

Oh, that he -- that Brooks showed? 

Yes. 

Yeah, I glimpsed it. 

Okay. Did it have a last name for Ella in 

that census record? 

Yeah, he -- he -- he claimed to not have the 

one for Willis, but he had the one for Murphy, 

which 

Okay. On the -- on the census record, did the 

census record have a last name? 

Oh, I didn't -- I didn't see that. 

Okay. 

He was 

Okay. 

It was -- he was away from me. 

Okay. Okay. 

Uh-huh. 

Okay. Anything further? 

That's all, other than I've been this contact 

person since the '90s. 

Right. 
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1 A. 

2 

3 Q. 

4 

And I just can't understand why I wasn't 

contacted about any of this, but I wasn't. 

Okay. Answer any questions of opposing 

counsel. 

5 THE COURT: Mr. Brooks 

6 CROSS-EXAMINATION OF CELESTINE PARKER 

7 BY MR. BROOKS: 

8 Q. 

9 A. 

10 Q. 

11 A. 

12 

13 

14 

15 Q. 

Ms. Parker, when was Phillis born? 

Excuse me? 

When did you say Phillis was born? 

Phillis was born 

born in eighteen 

let's see. Phillis was 

well, I have to think. We 

have the record over there. You're -- you're 

saying Phillis, not Priscilla? 

When was Phillis born? 

16 THE WITNESS: Do you have -- I gave you that. May I 

17 see that that you have? 

18 COURT REPORTER: I can give you the exhibits. 

19 THE WITNESS: Okay. 

20 A. 

21 Q. 

22 A. 

23 Q. 

24 

25 

1840, I'm -- I'm almost -- okay. Thank you. 

1840? 

Just a minute. Let me make sure. 

I'll narrow it -- let me -- are you willing to 

say she was born prior to the Civil War? The 

Civil War was 1861 to 1865. Was she born 
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1 prior to that? 

2 A. 

3 Q. 

4 A. 

5 Q. 

6 

7 

8 

9 A. 

10 Q. 

11 

12 A. 

13 Q. 

14 A. 

15 Q. 

16 

17 A. 

18 Q. 

19 

20 

Of course. 

Okay. 

If she's 1840, yeah. 

Okay. I was just trying to save you from 

trying to give the exact day. We're just 

willing to stipulate that she was born prior 

to the Civil War. 

Okay. 

Okay. All right. And what day did you say 

Priscilla was born? 

Priscilla was born in 1876. 

Okay. 

Yes. 

And what do you base that off of, Priscilla 

being born in 1876? 

On the ancestry. 

What ancestry? I hadn't seen anything that 

says Priscilla was born 1876. You got 

anything showing she was born in 1876? 

21 THE WITNESS: Did you have it? 

22 

23 

24 Q. 

25 

(Sotto voce discussion between Mr. 

Connor, Mr. Brooks, and Ms. Swann) 

This Ancestry.com North Carolina death 

collection, that's something you pulled that 
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1 

2 

3 A. 

4 Q. 

5 A. 

6 

7 Q. 

8 A. 

9 Q. 

10 A. 

11 Q. 

12 

13 A. 

shows Priscilla was born or allegedly born in 

1876? 

Yes. 

Okay. 

And also her -- her death certificate by her 

husband stated the same thing. 

And what was her husband's name? 

Marshall Geynes. 

You got a copy --

She was never a Willis. 

Do you have a copy of her death certificate 

showing that? 

Oh, it's in the packet, yes. 

14 MS. SWANN: I don't have a copy of that. 

15 MR. BROOKS: You don't have a copy of that? 

16 MS. SWANN: Not that I'm aware of. 

17 MR. CONNOR: Well, we can take -- take a look. 

18 A. 

19 Q. 

20 

21 A. 

22 Q. 

23 A. 

24 Q. 

25 

Well, it states here her death was 1937. 

I understand that. That's -- but that's the 

Ancestry.com. 

Right. 

You said you had a death record. 

Yeah. And this came from North Carolina. 

Ms. Parker, you testified that this is the 

package that you submitted to -- or submitted 
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1 

2 

3 

4 A. 

5 Q. 

6 A. 

7 Q. 

8 

9 A. 

to us that has Phillis Weathers being married 

to Bennie Weathers; is that correct? I was 

handed this by your attorney. 

Phillis, yes. 

So Phillis was married to Bennie? 

Yeah. 

Okay. And have you had an opportunity to look 

at the 1880 census? 

I have the 1920. 

10 MR. CONNOR: Yeah. Just remember we literally 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 Q. 

16 

17 

18 A. 

19 Q. 

20 

21 

22 A. 

23 Q. 

24 

25 

briefly saw it for a second when she was 

outside, so. 

(Sotto voce discussion between Mr. 

Brooks, Mr. Connor, and Ms. Swann) 

Now, I'm going to hand you this 1880 census. 

And the -- you see the highlighted checked 

parts? 

Yeah. 

Now, next to the highlighted checked parts, 

you have Bennie, who would have been the 

husband of Phillis. 

Yes. 

And you would have had the wife named Phillis, 

and you had the children, and one of the 

children is Cilla(ph); is that right? 
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1 A. 

2 Q. 

3 A. 

4 Q. 

5 A. 

6 Q. 

7 

8 

9 A. 

10 Q. 

11 

12 A. 

13 Q. 

14 

15 A. 

16 Q. 

17 A. 

18 Q. 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 A. 

24 Q. 

25 

Is what? 

Cilla. 

Cilla? 

Would it be short for Priscilla? 

Oh. This is so dense, I can't see it. 

I know. That's a -- it's -- it's census 

records, and that's how folks wrote them down 

back then. 

Phillis, Lena, let's see, and Louise and Mary. 

That would have been the Lena that you're 

referring to, right? 

That's my grandmother, yes. 

Okay. And so on down is Priscilla also on 

this, right? 

Oh, yeah. 

Okay. 

We didn't deny that she was her daughter. 

Okay. All right. All right. All right. 

Okay. And, according to this, she would have 

been -- if you can look off to the right, she 

would have been nine years old, getting ready 

to turn --

Who, Priscilla? 

Yeah, she was nine years old, according to 

that census record. You follow, off the what 
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1 

2 

3 A. 

4 Q. 

5 A. 

6 Q. 

7 

8 

9 A. 

10 Q. 

11 

12 

13 A. 

14 Q. 

15 A. 

16 Q. 

17 A. 

18 Q. 

19 

20 A. 

21 Q. 

22 A. 

23 Q. 

24 A. 

25 Q. 

you earlier testified to in looking at that 

record? That's nine? 

I can't -- I can't make that out. 

That's fine. If you can't make it out. 

Yeah. In what year no. 

Just -- just -- she that's okay. I can get 

Ms. McCray to make it out. 

it out, that's fine. 

If you can't make 

Well, if we have one my lawyer can look at. 

But that's -- that's for the 1880 census. You 

do acknowledge that's the 1880 census at the 

top? 

No, I don't. 

You don 1 t? 

Because it doesn't say here. 

Oh, sure, it does, ma'am, at the top. 

In June, yeah. 

So you acknowledge that's the 1880 census of 

the United --

Yeah, the 

States of America? 

Sumter Township. 

Here in Sumter? 

Sumter. Fourth day. This says 1880, yeah. 

Okay. So that is the 1880 census? 
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1 A. 

2 Q. 

3 

4 

5 A. 

6 Q. 

7 

8 

9 A. 

10 Q. 

11 A. 

12 Q. 

13 

14 

15 

16 A. 

17 Q. 

18 

19 

20 A. 

21 Q. 

22 A. 

23 Q. 

24 A. 

25 Q. 
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Uh-huh. 

That's a accurate reflection of the family of 

Phillis and Bennie Weathers. 

the husband of Phillis? 

Yes. 

So Bennie was 

Okay. And, of those kids -- excuse me -- she 

had Priscilla, Mary, Louise, and Lena, and 

that's based on your documentation? 

She had Louisa, Mary, and Lena, yes. 

And Priscilla? 

And Priscilla, yes. 

Okay. All right. So we talking about -- we 

singing from the same sheet of music. We've 

got an 1880 census that documents Phillis and 

Bennie's family. 

Uh-huh. 

And we've got the document that you presented 

that you've typed up that says Phillis married 

Bennie Weathers, and it has the four children? 

Four daughters, yes. 

Four daughters. 

Yeah. 

Priscilla, Mary, Louisa, and Lena. 

Exactly. 

So we -- will you agree we're singing from the 
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same sheet of music now? We're talking about 

the same family? 

Uh-huh. 

Okay. I just want to make sure. 

5 MR. BROOKS: I think this was yours. Yeah. 

6 MR. CONNOR: Okay. 

7 Q. 

8 

9 

10 

11 A. 

12 Q. 

13 A. 

14 Q. 

15 

16 A. 

17 Q. 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 A. 

23 Q. 

24 A. 

25 Q. 

Now, I believe you earlier testified, and to 

the death record, death certificate of Edna, 

and you also testified about receiving the 

death certificate of Ella; is that right? 

The which one? 

Ella C. Murphy. 

You sent that, yes. 

Okay. You testified about receiving that and 

looking at it; is that correct? 

Yes. 

Okay. And, when you look at the entire 

document and not just focus on the year of 

birth that vital records put down as 1912, it 

puts down the mother's maiden name, and you've 

looked at it; is that correct? 

At what, Murphy's maiden name? 

That's right. You see right here? 

Oh, Priscilla? 

Right. 
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1 A. 
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14 Q. 
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Yes. 

And -- and what is the last name of Priscilla? 

It says there Weathers. 

Okay. 

Yes. 

All right. Okay. And Priscilla was a child 

of Bennie; is that right? 

Yes. 

According to your sheet? 

According to the fact, yes. 

And to the facts. Okay. So, according to the 

death certificate, Ella's mama was Priscilla? 

That's what that said, but that's incorrect. 

So you're saying that the South Carolina death 

certificate --

Let me see that. 

Because you testified to seeing that from us. 

Oh, this is Murphy. 

I understand. But you you acknowledge that 

it does have her mother's maiden name as 

Priscilla Weathers on the death certificate? 

Priscilla, that -- that was her name, yes. 

Okay. And that's the same Priscilla that's in 

the 1880 census of Phillis and Bennie's family 

WISE COURT REPORTING, LLC 
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Page 36 

5/27/2025 2024-CP-43-02109 

1 A. 

2 Q. 

3 A. 

4 

5 

6 

7 Q. 

8 A. 

9 Q. 

10 A. 

11 Q. 

12 

13 A. 

14 

15 Q. 

16 

17 

18 

19 A. 

20 Q. 

21 

22 

23 

24 A. 

25 Q. 

Well, I don't know -­

and on your sheet? 

because I couldn't see that, and -- and it 

couldn't have been, because, if that's 1880 

and 9 from 10 leaves 1, that would have been 

like 1701. 

Well, I'm just saying 

Doesn't make 

we -- you you 

any sense, no. 

you acknowledged that that 1880 census, you 

just acknowledged that the 1880 census --

But I couldn't see the age of the child that 

you're talking about. 

I understand. But you acknowledged that we 

were singing from the same sheet of music, to 

use that phrase. I asked you, are we talking 

about the same set of people? You said yes. 

The set of people, yes. 

The set of people that I showed you on the 

June 1880. Might not have the ages of the 

people right, but we acknowledge that we're 

talking about the same people? 

Exactly. 

Okay. The same sheet of people that you wrote 

WISE COURT REPORTING, LLC 
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1 here 

2 A. 

3 Q. 

4 

5 

6 A. 

7 Q. 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 A. 

15 

16 Q. 

17 A. 

18 Q. 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 A. 

24 Q. 

25 

Uh-huh. 

-- and the same sheet of people from the 1880 

census. If you need me to go back and get it, 

I'll get it. 

No, you don't need to do that. 

Okay. All right. And so, on the death 

certificate of Ella C. Murphy, we have 

mother's maiden name Priscilla Weathers. 

That's the same Priscilla Weathers that's born 

to Bennie and Phillis from the -- that 

established her existence in the 1880 census, 

correct? 

But, first of all, where did the Ella Murphy 

come from? 

Just answer my -- just answer my question. 

Ask your question again, please. 

Okay. Aren't we talking about the same sheet 

of music, the same family? You said the June 

1880 census that documents in Sumter the 

family of Phillis and Bennie Weathers, because 

they were married to one another --

Uh-huh. 

-- that also documented on your documents that 

you submitted as evidence Phillis and Bennie, 

WISE COURT REPORTING, LLC 
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A. 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 

they had four girls, Priscilla being one, 

Mary, Louisa, Lena. The June 1880 census has 

the same four girls. I asked you, are we 

talking about the same family, the same sheet 

of music? You said yes; isn't that correct? 

That's correct. But the other thing about 

that is, I can't couldn't even make out the 

name on there. She wasn't born in 1880, so it 

couldn't have been. 

there. 

She couldn't have been on 

Okay. You said she was born in 1876. 

1876. 

So she would have been documented in the 1880 

census if she was born in 1876. 

Oh, yes. Yes, yes. You're right. 

Okay. So we're talking --

You're right. 

-- about the same 

Yes, yes. 

-- sheet of music? 

Exactly. 

The same family? 

Yes. 

So Priscilla Weathers is listed on the death 

certificate as the mother of Ella C. Murphy; 

WISE COURT REPORTING, LLC 
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1 isn't that correct? 

2 A. 

3 Q. 

4 

5 A. 

6 Q. 

7 A. 

8 Q. 

9 A. 

10 Q. 

11 A. 

12 

13 Q. 

14 A. 

15 

16 Q. 

17 A. 

18 Q. 

19 A. 

20 Q. 

21 A. 

It's listed, yes. But it's not true. 

Okay. What do you have to show that Ella is 

not the daughter of Priscilla Weathers? 

Because, when --

Do you have anything to show that? 

Yes, we do. We have a --

What do you have to show --

We have a death certificate 

Okay. 

-- from Ella Willis that her -- that Edna's 

son presented. 

Okay. 

Now, that was in 2000. Now, here you come in 

2024 with Ella Murphy. 

Okay. 

That we know nothing about -­

Let's 

-- never heard of. 

Let's look at that. 

Okay. 

22 MR. BROOKS: Where is that death certificate that 

23 has Ella Willis on it? 

24 COURT REPORTER: That's C, is the death certificate 

25 that I marked. 

Ph: (803) 290-1988 
WISE COURT REPORTING, LLC 

l 02 Sandy Run Ct.. Sandy Run, SC 29053 wisccourtreporting@gmail.corn 



Page 40 

5/27/2025 2024-CP-43-02109 

1 MR. CONNOR: Exhibit C. 

2 COURT REPORTER: Yes. 

3 MR. CONNOR: Our exhibits. 

4 Q. 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 A. 

11 Q. 

12 

13 A. 

14 Q. 

15 A. 

16 Q. 

17 A. 

18 Q. 

19 

20 

21 A. 

22 Q. 

23 

24 A. 

25 Q. 

Okay. All right. Now, I want to take a look 

at this document again that you're talking 

about. This is Plaintiff's Exhibit C. On 

this document, when it says maiden name of 

mother down here at the bottom, what does it 

have --

Elizabeth White. 

Okay. But that is not Phillis and it is not 

Priscilla? 

No, it isn't. 

Okay. 

It is Ella. 

It is Ella? 

Yeah. 

But, on this document that you're talking 

about as the document of the certificate of 

death for Ella Willis 

Uh-huh. 

-- it has her father as Stephen Bradford; is 

that correct? 

Bresford(ph), yes. 

And it has her being born in 1880; is that 

Ph: (803) 290-1988 
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1 

2 A. 

3 Q. 

4 

5 A. 

6 Q. 

7 A. 

8 Q. 

9 

10 A. 

11 Q. 

12 A. 

13 Q. 

14 

15 A. 

16 Q. 

17 A. 

18 Q. 

19 A. 

20 

21 Q. 

22 A. 

23 Q. 

24 A. 

25 Q. 

correct? 

That's correct. 

And it also has her mother's name as Elizabeth 

White. 

Yes. 

Aren't we talking about a different person? 

What do you mean? Who? 

We're not talking about the offspring of 

Priscilla. 

You're -- you're you're --

What I'm saying is, okay, this Ella -­

Yes. 

has her mother's name on the date of death 

Uh-huh. 

-- as Elizabeth White. 

That's correct. 

Not Priscilla as her mama. 

We're talking Ella. 

is not her mother. 

Okay. 

Yes. 

Right. Ella. 

Priscilla was not this mama? 

Was not Ella's mother. 

Priscilla 

This Ella, Ella Willis, on this death 
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1 certificate. 

2 A. 

3 

4 Q. 

5 A. 

6 

7 Q. 

8 

9 A. 

10 Q. 

11 

12 

13 A. 

14 Q. 

15 

16 

17 

18 A. 

19 Q. 

20 

21 A. 

22 Q. 

23 A. 

24 Q. 

25 A. 

That's -- that's a -- that's the one that her 

son presented. 

Okay. 

And I don't know where you got her birth date 

from. 

But on this from the South Carolina vital 

records 

Well --

it has her mother. You do acknowledge that 

it has her mother listed as Priscilla 

Weathers? 

Yeah. 

Okay. 

Somebody did that. 

I'm just -- we're just talking about 

different documents. So, obviously, Ella 

Murphy and this Ella Willis are two different 

people? 

Exactly. 

And this Ella Willis could not be the daughter 

of this Priscilla? 

Neither is that one. 

Oh, no, no. But I'm asking you -­

Yes. 

-- specifically 

That's correct. 

Ph: (803) 290-1988 
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1 Q. 

2 A. 

3 Q. 

4 A. 

5 Q. 

6 A. 

7 Q. 

8 

9 

10 A. 

11 Q. 

12 

13 

14 

15 A. 

16 Q. 

17 A. 

18 Q. 

19 A. 

20 Q. 

21 

22 A. 

23 Q. 

24 A. 
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on this one. 

She's not, no. 

We know this for sure? 

That that's not Priscilla's daughter, yes. 

All right. 

We know that for sure. 

And for this one, you -- there's still 

question about. In your mind, I understand 

you say there's not. 

Uh-huh. 

But what other information do you have that 

says Ella C. Murphy is not the daughter of 

Priscilla Weathers? We've already covered 

this. 

Uh-huh. 

So what other information you got? 

But, when you look at the date --

Hold on. Listen to me. Listen to me. 

Well, we have to 

Hold on. What other information do you have? 

You said you had the certificate of birth. 

Yes. 

Or death. 

Right. 

25 Q. We've acknowledged that this is -- this woman

WISE COURT REPORTING, LLC 
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1 is not the child of Priscilla. 

2 A. 

3 Q. 

4 

5 A. 

6 

7 Q. 

8 A. 

9 

10 Q. 

11 A. 

12 Q. 

13 A. 

14 

15 

16 Q. 

17 A. 

18 

19 Q. 

20 A. 

21 Q. 

22 

23 

24 A. 

25 

Right. 

So my question is, what other information do 

you have? 

I have the information, when I researched the 

Sumter Item --

Okay. 

-- there, it was no cemetery records for this 

lady. 

Okay. 

For the Murphy lady. 

Okay. 

And there was no record of Ella Murphy. When 

I researched the person, there was a Ella Mae, 

which I stated before. 

Okay. 

A Ella Murphy in Sumter died on that same day, 

two 1974.

And what did that obituary say? 

What obituary? 

The obituary of Ella Murphy, what did that 

obituary -- since you brought up the Sumter 

Item, that leads me to my next question. 

Well, you know, that r s 

stone, you know. 

that's not set in 

WISE COURT REPORTING, LLC 
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1 Q. 

2 A.

3 Q. 

4 A. 

5 Q. 

6 A. 

Okay. Well, I mean, I understand that -­

Uh-huh. 

-- Ms. Parker. 

Where do you see the -- yeah. 

But these are the only records that we have. 

Uh-huh. 

7 MR. BROOKS: Do we have the obituary? 

8 A. It would be in there. Yeah. 

9 COURT REPORTER: The only thing, I have a packet 

10 that was marked as --

11 MR. CONNOR: Exhibit C is what, Charles, your office 

12 

13 

14 

sent us. It has the two deeds that are death 

certificates you're claiming are not correct. 

And it does have the --

15 MR. BROOKS: 

16 MR. CONNOR: 

I'm looking for the obituary. 

It does have the obituary. Look at 

17 

18 

Exhibit C, where it's got your letter, 

Charles. 

19 MR. BROOKS: Okay. Let's see. 

20 A. 

21 

22 Q. 

23 

24 

25 A. 

There it is. Oh, no, that's the death 

certificates. 

Here we go, here we go, here we go. He's 

handed it to you. He's handed it to you. 

This is the death certificate. 

That's what you showed. Yes. 

Ph: (803) 290-1988 
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1 Q. 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

A. 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 

15 A. 

16 Q. 

17 

18 A. 

19 Q. 

20 

21 

22 
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Okay. So, in addition to the death 

certificate that we're talking about, we have 

a documented obituary in the Sumter Item that 

has Mrs. Murphy, Ella C. Murphy, and it also, 

it has in here that her mother's name was 

Priscilla Weathers. 

That's what that has, yes. 

Okay. And we're saying that's the same 

Priscilla Weathers who would have been born 

1876. 

-- who would have been born to Phillis and 

Bennie. Priscilla, Ella's mama, is listed in 

the obituary and listed in the South Carolina 

vital records. 

Uh-huh. 

Both documents have Ella Murphy's mama as 

Priscilla Weathers. 

Uh-huh. But the --

Do you acknowledge that? Hold on. Hold on. 

I -- okay. I'm going to get you I'm going 

to let you answer. I'm going to let you 

explain. 

Oh, my. 

I'm going to let you explain. 

23 A. 

24 Q. But we do acknowledge --

25 MR. CONNOR: Your Honor, I 1 ve got to --

WISE COURT REPORTING, LLC 
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1 THE COURT: Hang on just a second, Charles. Yes, 

2 sir. 

3 MR. CONNOR: I'm just saying my only objection is, 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

THE 

MR. 

THE 

MR. 

THE 

MR. 

THE 

she's claimed she's seen the documents. This 

is the first time. So she can say that, yes, 

she has seen something she can't even read. 

But she can't acknowledge that it is the 

actual vital record. That's just we even 

said the same thing on on it. So she's 

testified to that. She's seen it. 

COURT: Okay. 

CONNOR: But she 

that it's the 

- - he's trying to say 

vital record itself. 

we 

COURT: Okay. And, I mean, y'all agreed 

agree 

BROOKS: Oh, well, he put it into evidence. We 

agreed. I 

COURT: 

BROOKS: 

COURT: 

Hang 

All 

- - I 

mean, and 

on. Hang 

I' rn saying 

all 

on. 

- -

I'm saying 

Hang on. 

thought they were marked 

is 

Now 

for 

- -

- -

exhibits. So y'all stipulate that A, B 

that A through D are into evidence. 

remember anybody asking 

I don't 

23 MR. CONNOR: Well, Your Honor Your Honor, when we 

24 

25 

came here today, I had seen the death 

certificates that he is slamming my client 
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about. That's what he sent us to prove that 

Edna was Ella's -- and apparently he's now 

he's showing how these aren't correct. He 

gave them to us. That's -- he's --

5 THE COURT: Okay. Well 

6 MR. CONNOR: So that's the first thing. The second 

7 

8 

9 

thing is, is that we didn't see the census 

records until literally we just walked in 

here. 

10 THE COURT: Okay. 

11 MR. CONNOR: And my client really can't see it, 

12 

13 

because it's written in handwritten. You can 

barely see what's -- what's on it. 

14 THE COURT: Okay. But y'all agree that the exhibits 

15 

16 

17 

that I thought were being marked for evidence, 

those are in evidence by stipulation? Have 

you both looked at them? 

18 MR. BROOKS: Right. 

19 THE COURT: A through D or A through E? 

20 COURT REPORTER: We've marked A through G, Your 

21 Honor. 

22 THE COURT: A through G, okay. So y'all stipulate 

23 

24 

25 

that those are in evidence now, can be used, 

and both of you have cross -- both of you have 

asked questions about them. So those are in 

Ph: (803)290-1988 
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1 evidence. 

2 (Plaintiff's Exhibits A through G are admitted into 

3 evidence. ) 

4 THE COURT: So, then, Mr. Brooks, you're asking 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

you're asking this witness to acknowledge 

well, the documents in evidence speaks for 

itself. You're asking her to acknowledge 

details of that, of that document, and agree 

with you. I guess his objection is, and the 

record speaks for itself, I'm assuming it's a 

-- we're on the obituary. That's different 

than a death certificate. But you're just ask 

-- you're questioning her from those documents 

that are in evidence, but you're asking her to 

acknowledge the truthfulness or veracity of 

information contained therein? 

17 MR. BROOKS: Well, no. I'm asking her is she 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

THE 

THE 

MR. 

THE 

MR. 

talking about the same documents. For 

instance, she's talked -- this has been their 

main document they put in. 

WITNESS: 

COURT: 

BROOKS: 

COURT: 

BROOKS: 

No. 

You talking 

Right. 

All right. 

That's the 

about 

main 

Number A? 

- - the first 

WISE COURT REPORTING, LLC 

document 
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1 they put in that has Phillis Weathers married 

2 to Bennie Weathers, and it's got the tree of 

3 

4 

5 

four daughters, okay? And, number one, you 

see me focusing on the the alleged daughter 

whose name was Priscilla. 

6 THE COURT: All right. 

7 MR. BROOKS: Okay. That's when we talked -- and 

8 

9 

10 

11 

then I came up with the June 1880 census to 

show, that was obviously marked by Bennie and 

Phillis, and they have these -- these 

daughters down. 

12 THE COURT: Okay. 

13 MR. BROOKS: She looked at it. Now, granted, it's 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

THE 

MR. 

THE 

MR. 

THE 

MR. 

THE 

census records. It's tough. Her lawyer came 

up and looked at it with her. But we 

acknowledge these are the same people. So 

who's in the document 

COURT: Now, that lS 

that's not part of A

BROOKS: The June 1880 

that - -

through 

l.S not 

that 

- -

has 

COURT: That's your document? 

BROOKS: That's my document. That list 

COURT: That's not in evidence yet? 

BROOKS: Not yet. 

COURT: All right. 

- -

Ph: (803) 290-1988 
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1 MR. BROOKS: It's coming. 

2 THE COURT: But you 1 re okay, hang on. But you 1 re 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

asking her about the obituary, and the -- the 

objection is, it was only shown -- it's only 

recently been shown to her. I mean, if -- if 

the obituary is into evidence, then the Court 

can determine 

8 MR. BROOKS: That's fine. That's fine. 

9 THE COURT: -- how -- what you know, what, if 

10 

11 

any, weight to give it. An obituary is 

clearly different than --

12 MR. BROOKS: Right. 

13 THE COURT: a death certificate, which is a state 

14 record. But you're questioning her from the 

15 

16 

obituary, ostensibly, I guess, to build or 

diminish credibility. 

17 MR. BROOKS: Well, what -- what my -- Judge, if you 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

follow, my question to her was, what 

information do you have that says Ella Murphy 

is not the child of Priscilla. We've 

established that Priscilla was a child of 

Phillis and Bennie. And her response to that 

was, this death certificate of Ella Willis 

that had her date of death being 1915. And so 

then I went to that document and showed her. 
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1 Who does it have as the mother's maiden name? 

2 Elizabeth White, somebody that's not 

3 Priscilla, okay? 

4 THE COURT: We'll call that the -- the --

5 MR. BROOKS: And then who was her -- and it also has 

6 there it does not -- so we're -- so that 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

document of the death certificate -- and, 

obviously, my argument is, that is somebody 

different. And then my next question was, 

what other information do you have, other than 

that, we've covered that; what other 

information you have that Ella is not the 

child of Priscilla. 

14 THE COURT: Well, we were past that, and you were 

15 dealing with the obituary. 

16 MR. CONNOR: Well, my objection actually was for the 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

vital record. And the reason I objected to 

getting her to agree over and over again it is 

a vital record is, we just barely saw it, and 

we know that the death certificates that his 

office provided, he's claiming they're not 

correct, because the birth certi -- you know, 

there's no way it lines up. So the point I'm 

trying to make is, we would have a question 

about the authenticity in this record without 

WISE COURT REPORTING, LLC 
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1 looking at it. That's --

2 MR. BROOKS: But that's not what -- but hold on. So 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

I think -- that's not what I'm questioning her 

on. What I'm asking her now is what other 

information does she have that says Ella is 

not the child of Priscilla. She stated one 

document, the death certificate of a person 

alleged to be Ella Willis. I went through 

that, showing that her mother is not the same. 

Okay, next question: What else do you have? 

So that's where I'm going. What other 

information do you have that the Ella Murphy 

that I have in the death certificate is not 

the child of Priscilla Weathers? That's all 

I'm asking. 

16 THE WITNESS: I can answer that. 

17 THE COURT: All right. So -- so, but you haven't 

18 put in you haven't put in the census yet? 

19 MR. BROOKS: Correct. 

20 THE COURT: The other -- the other records are in. 

21 

22 

23 

That includes the obituary, which was 

attachment to -- to one of -- to one of these 

records. 

24 MR. BROOKS: Which now you r ve got to say which 

25 obituary you're talking about. 
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1 THE COURT: The one that we -- the one dealing with 

2 

3 MR. CONNOR: It's the one you -- you provided, 

4 Charles. 

5 COURT REPORTER: I -- I don't --

6 THE COURT: The one dealing with, I believe it's 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

MR. 

THE 

MR. 

Ella Murphy. 

BROOKS: 

That's 

in. 

COURT: 

BROOKS: 

Yeah, yeah, yeah. 

- - that death 

Okay. 

The obituary 

- -

that 

No, no, no. Yeah. 

that obituary, that's 

I was questioning 

them about was the one that they purported to 

be Ella as offspring of Priscilla. As 

15 THE COURT: That's the Sumter Item obituary? 

16 MR. BROOKS: No, no. Wrong. 

17 THE COURT: That's what we were talking about. 

18 MR. BROOKS: Right. There's two obit -- but there's 

19 

20 

21 

22 

-- there's two -- there's a -- there's a death 

certificate purported to be a Ella Willis, 

died in 1915, that has a mother maiden name as 

Elizabeth White. 

23 THE COURT: All right. We've already passed that, 

24 and we're on to the --

25 MR. BROOKS: Okay. So, now, my next --

WISE COURT REPORTING, LLC 
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1 THE COURT: obituary, the Sumter Item obituary, 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

MR. 

THE 

MR. 

THE 

MR. 

Ella C. Murphy 

BROOKS: 

COURT:

BROOKS:

Okay. 

- - who lists

All right. 

the mother - -

COURT: - - as Priscilla Weathers.

BROOKS: And so what I was getting 

asked her about --

to, and I 

9 THE COURT: And that's what we were questioning when 

10 the objection came. 

11 MR. BROOKS: Right. 

12 THE COURT: But the objection relates to another 

13 

14 

document. So -- so I'm going to allow you to 

-- to 

15 MR. BROOKS: Well, I'll simplify. 

16 THE COURT: -- continue questioning about the Sumter 

17 

18 

19 

Item obituary, but I -- but I get it. We've 

got conflicting documents about Ella Willis 

and Ella C. Murphy. I mean, I -- I get it. 

20 MR. BROOKS: I'll ask her this. 

21 BY MR. BROOKS: 

22 Q. 

23 

24 

25 A. 

Ms. Parker, what other documentation do you 

have that says Priscilla Weathers is not the 

mama of Ella Murphy? 

The -- the -- the documents that we had was 
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1 the one that Edna Williams' son presented, the 

2 

3 

4 

5 Q. 

6 A. 

7 Q. 

8 A. 

one for Ella Willis. Now agal·n I don't know 
I I 

where the Ella Murphy came from. So that was 

done in 2000. You come up with one in 2024. 

What document 

That's two different Ellas. 

Okay. That's what I -- okay. 

Yes, it is. 

9 THE COURT: Don't talk over each other. Hang on 

10 

11 Q. 

just a second. 

What document 

12 THE WITNESS: Okay. Sorry. 

13 Q. What document are you

14 THE COURT: Question -- question and answer. 

15 Q. 

16 A. 

17 

18 Q. 

19 A. 

20 Q. 

Okay. What document are you referring to? 

I'm referring to the one that Edna Williams' 

son presented in 2000. 

Okay. 

That's the one I'm referring to. 

All right. 

21 COURT REPORTER: Your Honor, if I could clarify 

22 

23 

about the obituary, I don't see -- it could be 

attached. 

24 MR. CONNOR: It's 

25 COURT REPORTER: But I don't see it. 
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1 MR. CONNOR: It's -- what you've got is, I think 

2 it's on C. 

3 COURT REPORTER: Okay. I only have one page. 

4 MR. CONNOR: Charles Brooks' law office actually 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

sent us two -- two death certificates to prove 

his client's claim. The second part of it was 

an actual Ms. Murphy. Again, it's got these 

two documents; again, questions all over the 

place; and then there is a copy of the Sumter 

Item, which is -- again, the cover sheet is 

Charles Brooks' office. 

12 COURT REPORTER: But do you see the -- see that as 

13 

14 

part of any of the exhibits? I don't see that 

as any of them. 

15 MR. CONNOR: You know, I could've sworn I put it --

16 I put it in here. 

17 THE COURT: So let's take a few minutes and get the 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

exhibits in order, with both lawyers agreeing 

as to Plaintiff's exhibits, that they are -­

that -- listed as they have the stickers on 

them, and that there's no objection to the 

contents of the document, or if it's supposed 

to have further attachments. 

24 MR. CONNOR: Thank you. 

25 THE COURT: I think it's A through E. 

Pb: (803)290-1988 
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1 COURT REPORTER: A through G. 

2 THE COURT: G. A through G.
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3 MR. CONNOR: Yeah. I'm actually looking right now. 

4 

5 

I -- this was it. It was -- it was the 

Charles Brooks' office. 

6 COURT REPORTER: Okay. 

7 MR. CONNOR: With -- with the obituary --

8 COURT REPORTER: Okay. 

9 MR. CONNOR: that he gave us, and the two death 

10 certificates. 

11 THE COURT: So we didn't have that earlier as part 

12 of it? 

13 MR. CONNOR: I thought -- I could've sworn we did. 

14 But maybe I handed to 

15 COURT REPORTER: I don't there might have been a 

16 couple of documents that --

17 MR. CONNOR: I see it right here. 

18 COURT REPORTER: -- didn't get marked that were 

19 handed up, but --

20 MR. CONNOR: Okay. Yeah, that's it right there. 

21 

22 

Here it is. I mean, she must have got it, I 

guess, when I --

23 COURT REPORTER: Okay. 

24 THE COURT: You need paperclips or staples? 

25 COURT REPORTER: I've got some. Thank you. 
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1 MR. CONNOR: Okay, thank you. Thanks. 

2 COURT REPORTER: But I will -- I can mark this as H 

3 if that's fine. 

4 MR. CONNOR: Okay. Thanks. That's fine. 

5 Appreciate it. 

6 THE COURT: Okay. Charles, you go through them. 

7 

8 

Mr. Connor, you look through them and make 

sure --

9 MR. CONNOR: That's -- those are Charles' products. 

10 THE COURT: that everything we have is stipulated 

11 to as in evidence. 

12 MR. CONNOR: Okay. Yeah, it's -- it's stipulated 

13 

14 

into evidence as having been received by the 

office. 

15 MR. BROOKS: I I was just getting ready to ask, 

16 

17 

is this the document she's referring to that 

was filed by 

18 THE COURT: Okay. First, make sure we got -- have 

19 you looked at them? 

20 MR. BROOKS: Yeah. 

21 THE COURT: Okay. 

22 MR. BROOKS: Yeah, I've seen all of them. 

23 THE COURT: All right. I want to make sure they're 

24 all in, so everybody's looked at them 

25 MR. CONNOR: Okay. Thanks. 
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1 THE COURT: -- and they don't go anywhere. 

2 MR. CONNOR: Thanks. 

3 MR. BROOKS: Okay. 

4 THE COURT: Because, obviously, they're conflicting. 

5 All right. Go ahead. 

6 BY MR. BROOKS: 

7 Q. 

8 

9 

10 A. 

11 Q. 

12 A. 

13 

14 Q. 

15 

16 A. 

17 Q. 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 A. 

23 Q. 

24 A. 

25 Q. 

Ms. Parker, is this the document that you're 

referring to that you said Willie Williams 

would have filed? 

This distribution, yes, he did that. 

Okay. 

And what is the second page? Oh, that's just 

a continuation. Okay. 

Okay. Is that document that you were saying 

But it looks like it, yes. 

Okay. All right. Is it lS is there 

anything else other than the death certificate 

of Elizabeth Willis that had her at 1915 and 

Willie Williams' document that you just looked 

at --

But I 

-- that's Exhibit B? 

May I say this, please? 

I just want to make sure. Well, I'm trying to 
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1 I'm trying to narrow down 

2 A. I'm not -- I'm not following you.

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

THE 

THE 

Q. 

COURT: You can 

need to first 

you can 

WITNESS: Okay. 

So, and let me 

- - ma'am, 

answer his 

you need to 

question, 

8 THE COURT: Hang on. Hang on. Hang on. 

9 THE WITNESS: Okay. 

10 MR. BROOKS: Okay. 

and 

11 THE COURT: You have to just first answer his 

12 question --

13 THE WITNESS: Okay. 

Page 61 

you 

then 

14 THE COURT: -- to the best of your ability, and then 

15 you -- and then you can explain. 

16 THE WITNESS: Okay. 

17 THE COURT: So, but this -- but let me tell you, 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

THE 

THE 

THE 

THE 

this isn't you know, this isn't a contest. 

There's no Jury 

WITNESS: 

COURT: 

WITNESS: 

COURT: 

that I 

So 

- -

Right. 

we're 

Sure. 

to get 

can make 

here. 

just trying 

information 

- -

to the 

the best decision 

Court 

- -

so 

25 THE WITNESS: Right. 
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1 THE COURT: possible on the -- I guess the 

2 evidence, which I guess some of it conflicts. 

3 THE WITNESS: Yes. 

4 THE COURT: But, when he asks a question, you just 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 THE 

THE 

THE 

THE 

MR. 

need to answer it. Don't don't try to 

presuppose where he's going. Just 

answer the question. But you have an 

opportunity to 

WITNESS: 

COURT: 

WITNESS: 

COURT: 

BROOKS: 

- -

So 

Okay. 

your 

Okay. 

let's 

Okay. 

explain 

answer in 

proceed. 

- -

detail. Okay. 

just 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 BY MR. BROOKS: 

15 Q. 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 A. 

21 Q. 

22 

23 

24 

25 

And I'm -- I'm going to let you know why I'm 

asking this question
r 

Ms. Parker. You said 

that the Priscilla and -- and -- is not the 

mother of the Ella Murphy that my client says. 

That's what your position has been. 

That's my position, yes. 

Okay. And now my question was, what 

documentation do you rely on? And you said 

the Ella Willis death certificate. Ella 

Willis died in 1915. We talked about that. 

And then I said, what else do you have? And 
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1 you said the document filed by Willie 

2 

3 

4 A. 

5 Q. 

6 

7 A. 

8 Q. 

9 A. 

10 Q. 

11 

12 

13 A. 

14 Q. 

15 A. 

16 Q. 

17 

18 

19 A. 

20 Q. 

21 

22 

23 A. 

24 Q. 

25 A. 

Williams. That would be Exhibit B. Is that 

Distribution. 

Is that -- it's got Plaintiff's Exhibit B at 

the bottom 

Yeah, it looks like it, yes. 

Okay. 

Uh-huh. 

Is that the documentation that you -- the 

additional document that you were relying on 

that says Priscilla is not the mother of Ella? 

You lost me there. 

Okay. 

Say that again. 

All right. I'm going to take it in steps. 

You -- you -- I'm going to start from, you 

said --

Okay. 

-- Priscilla is not the mama of Ella. That's 

what you said. The Ella Murphy that we 1 ve 

had, you said --

Oh, yes. Yes. 

-- that Priscilla 

Yes. 
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1 Q. 

2 A. 

3 Q. 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 A. 

16 Q. 

17 

18 A. 

19 Q. 

20 

21 

22 A. 

23 

24 Q. 

25 A. 

is not the mother of her. 

Exactly. 

Okay. And then I said, what documentation do 

you have? And you said that, one, I got 

documentation with the death certificate of 

Ella Willis. And then I said let's stop about 

it. And then we talked about it, and I 

pointed out the maiden name, and we talked 

about it. Then I said, what else, what other 

documents do you have that says Priscilla is 

not the mama of Ella? And you said the 

document filed by Willie Williams. And so we 

stopped. 

document 

I pulled out this particular 

Distribution. 

that's designated by the Court as Exhibit 

B. 

Uh-huh. 

Is that the document that you were talking 

about when you said Willie Williams, where he 

filed? 

I'm talking about he filed for a deed under 

Magursky (ph) 

That's right. 

And that is the death certificate, 2000. 
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4 Q. 

5 A. 

6 Q. 

7 

8 A. 

9 Q. 

10 A. 

11 Q. 

12 A. 

13 Q. 

14 A. 

15 Q. 

16 

17 

18 

19 A. 

20 Q. 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 A. 
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Again, I don't know where you come 2'24 with 

another Ellis. Those are two different 

Ellises. 

Okay. But -- but -­

Yeah. 

-- it -- okay. Is this the document that you 

were referring to that was filed by Willie? 

This is a, yeah, deed of distribution. 

Okay. That's -- that's --

It is. 

Yes. 

-- the one? Okay. Is there any 

But what does it have to do with it? 

Well, hold on. Hold on. 

Okay. 

So do you have anything else that you're 

relying on? Two things you're relying on: 

The death certificate of Elizabeth Willis -­

excuse me, Ella Willis. 

Uh-huh. 

The deed of distribution filed by Willie 

Williams known as Plaintiff's Exhibit B. Is 

there any other document that you're relying 

on that says Priscilla is not the mama of Ella 

C. Murphy?

Yes. Because 
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1 Q. 

2 A. 

3 

4 

5 

6 Q. 

7 A. 

8 

9 

10 

11 Q. 

12 A. 

13 Q. 

14 A. 

15 

16 Q. 

17 

18 

19 

20 A. 

21 Q. 

22 A. 

23 

24 

25 Q. 

What other documents? 

-- on -- on the death certificate, it stated 

that Ella Willis's mother was Elizabeth White. 

So that's when I pulled that. I'm a 

researcher. 

Okay. 

So, when I pulled that up, there it is right 

there. It says Ella Willis is the daughter of 

Elizabeth White. And her father was Steve 

Braceford(ph) 

Okay. 

Yes. 

All right. But this --

So that's what I'm -- that's what I'm going 

on. 

Okay. This is -- but this is not the 

documentation that we were talking about for 

the date of the -- the death record of 

Elizabeth Murphy? 

I -- I 

Excuse me. Ella Murphy? 

Yeah. I answered your question, because you 

asked me did I have any other. That's the one 

that I'm relying on. 

Okay. All right. 
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1 A. 

2 Q. 

3 

4 

5 A. 

6 Q. 

7 A. 

8 Q. 

9 

10 

11 A. 

12 Q. 

13 

14 A. 

15 

16 Q. 

17 A. 

18 Q. 

19 A. 

20 Q. 

21 

22 

23 A. 

24 Q. 

25 A. 

Yes. 

Is it is it so you're relying on this one, 

which is Exhibit C? Because it's got C at the 

bottom that your lawyer had designated. 

Yeah. That's why we're in court today. 

Okay. 

Yes. 

And the Willie Williams document, the deed of 

distribution that's filed, that's known as 

Exhibit B. 

Okay. 

Are there any other of these exhibits that 

you're relying on? 

I don't think I need another other than what 

he filed in 2000. 

Okay. 

Which, to me, is exact. 

I gotcha. 

Yes. 

Okay. And all of these -- some of these other 

documents are like letters that you have 

written, like 

To clarify, yes. 

to clarify? 

Yes. 
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1 Q. 

2 A. 

3 Q. 

4 

5 A. 

6 Q. 

7 A. 

8 Q. 

9 A. 

10 

11 

12 

13 Q. 

14 A. 

15 

16 

17 Q. 

18 A. 

19 Q. 

20 

21 

22 

23 A. 

24 Q. 

25 A. 

But these are letters that you wrote? 

Yes. 

Like you wrote a letter, it's known as Exhibit 

D, you wrote that to attorney Morris Mazursky? 

Yes. 

Okay. And --

When I finally found out. 

I gotcha. 

Because nobody -- we weren't notified, or not 

even about you, that you're going to be an 

attorney for this same thing. We didn't know 

that. 

Okay. 

No one said to me that you were going to be, 

or that you were doing anything with this 

case. 

Okay. 

Yes, sir. 

And then you wrote this letter to Sumter 

County Courthouse, that's known as Exhibit E, 

if you can just look closer. That's your 

letter, right? 

The deed of distribution, yes. 

Okay. 

Yes. I was questioning it. 

WISE COURT REPORTING, LLC 
Ph: (803) 290-1988 I 02 Sandy Run Ct., Sandy Run, SC 29053 wisccourtreporting@gmail.com 



Page 69 

5/27/2025 2024-CP-43-02109 

1 Q. 

2 

3 A. 

4 Q. 

5 

And that was a -- your response to seeing 

this, right? 

Yes. 

Okay. Just want to make sure. Okay. All 

right. 

6 MR. BROOKS: Beg the Court's indulgence. 

7 THE COURT: Yes, sir. 

8 THE WITNESS: This one was too. 

9 MR. BROOKS: No other questions. 

10 THE COURT: Redirect? 

11 MR. CONNOR: Thank you, Your Honor. 

12 REDIRECT EXAMINATION OF CELESTINE PARKER 

13 BY MR. CONNOR: 

14 Q. 

15 

16 

17 

18 A. 

19 

20 Q. 

21 A. 

22 Q. 

23 

24 

25 

If somebody, anybody, came in and filed a 

title action and made a claim to be a 

relative, who -- who has the burden proof of 

showing that they're a relative? Is it the -­

I would think -- because I know who I am. I 

think they are. 

Okay. 

Yeah. That --

Is that your understanding, coming into the 

quiet title action, that the person who 1s 

claiming an interest would have to bring the 

proof? 
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1 A. 

2 Q. 

3 

4 

5 A. 

6 Q. 
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Yes. 

Okay. And we testified about -- let me make 

sure I got the right exhibit. 

from 

Okay. 

-- Mr. Brooks's office. 

It's the letter 

7 COURT REPORTER: Probably H at the very back. 

8 MR. CONNOR: Okay. H in the back? 

9 COURT REPORTER: Make sure that's the correct one 

10 though. Yeah. 

11 Q. 

12 

13 A. 

14 Q. 

15 A. 

16 Q. 

17 

18 

19 A. 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

Have you got a copy right there, by the -- by 

the way, too? 

Yes, this one. 

Okay. Go ahead and -­

Okay. 

I'm going to read from it, because, when you 

received this, what was your understanding of 

why that 

Well, I was 

that office sent it to our side? 

I was very surprised that he 

was the lawyer for this, being he was the 

guardian ad litem for the -- for the -- this 

same family to begin with when the -- the 

State Department of Transportation came 

through. And he's not disputing -- he's 

saying here he's not disputing that I'm 
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Ph: (803)290-1988 l 02 Sandy Run Ct., Sandy Run, SC 29053 wisecou11reporting@gmail.com 



5/27/2025 

1 

2 Q. 

3 A. 

4 

5 

6 Q. 

7 A. 

8 Q. 

9 

10 A. 

11 Q. 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 A. 

25 Q. 
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responsible. We wouldn't be here today -­

Right. 

-- if I had not paid the taxes, because nobody 

else was or did. And I do -- I know my 

interest in the --

Okay. 

-- property, yes. 

Just to kind of go, the last paragraph, and 

I'll just read it into the record --

Uh-huh. Okay. 

-- for the Court: "Please see obituary and 

death certificate for Ella Murphy, daughter 

Priscilla Willis -- Weathers Willis, which 

clearly lists her surviving daughter as Edna 

Williams. Edna Williams is the natural mother 

of Juliaette Blanding and Willie Williams. 

Juliaette Blanding is the natural mother." So 

is it fair to say this -- this is telling you, 

in the packet you received, that these death 

certificates prove their case, that the 

that the death certificates show, these death 

certificates allegedly show that Edna was a 

daughter of Ella, correct? 

Yes. 

That's what they're alleging? 
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1 A. 

2 Q. 

3 A. 

4 Q. 

5 A. 

6 Q. 

7 A. 

8 Q. 

9 A. 

10 Q. 

11 

12 

13 A. 

14 Q. 

15 

16 A. 

17 Q. 

18 

19 A. 

20 Q. 

21 A. 

22 

23 

24 Q. 

25 A. 

Yes. 

Okay. 

And we're not disputing that. 

Okay. 

And Ella was the daughter of Elizabeth White. 

Okay. 

And not Priscilla, so --

So we're relying, looking at these documents. 

Uh-huh. 

And, of course, these documents, as we said, 

would show that, you know, Ella would have 

been four years old having Edna 

Yes. 

-- within this. So those documents, 

apparently 

Okay. 

And then the other document you received that 

we put in you said came from Willie? 

Yes. 

Okay. And you received it from Willie? 

No, I didn't know at the time we went to the 

courthouse to pull the -- pull the 

got -- I got no response or no 

Okay. 

cooperation from him at all. 

WISE COURT REPORTING, LLC 
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1 Q. 

2 A. 

3 Q. 

4 A. 

5 Q. 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 A. 

11 Q. 

12 A. 

13 Q. 

14 

15 

16 A. 

17 Q. 

18 A. 

19 

20 Q. 

21 A. 

22 Q. 

23 

24 
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Okay. So --

That's why I went through the attorney. 

Okay. 

Yes. 

So we just talked about a second ago --

-- if somebody claims an interest, they have a 

duty to prove this. They -- they sent in two 

death certificates that showed it's impossible 

for the person to have been. And you -- of 

course, you're relying on this --

Neither one. 

-- as a vital record. 

Yes. 

The same type of thing as the -- as right now, 

when was the first time you saw this, the 

handwritten census? 

That he had 

Yeah. 

-- from -- I glimpsed it when we were in the 

hall. 

Okay. 

Just then. Yes. 

Do you think it's possible there might be some 

other issues as -- as being claimed on these 

death certificates? 

25 A. No. Again, I believe the one that Willie did 
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1 

2 Q. 

3 A. 

4 

5 Q. 

6 A. 

7 Q. 

8 A. 

9 Q. 

10 A. 

11 Q. 

12 A. 

13 Q. 

14 A. 

15 Q. 

16 A. 

17 Q. 

18 

19 

20 A. 

21 Q. 

22 

23 

24 

25 

in 2000. 

Okay. 
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And, again, she was never -- Priscilla was 

never a Willis. 

Okay. 

I mean, not a -- no, she was never a Willis. 

Okay, okay. 

Yes. 

But it's fair to say that -­

Uh-huh. 

-- this brings serious questions about -­

Yes. 

-- what we've received from the other side -­

Yes. 

-- claiming to be vital records? 

That's correct. 

And had you seen the Sumter Item before? I 

mean, had you seen it online or anything else, 

I mean? 

Yeah, I pulled it up, yes. 

Okay. Do you -- you were asked a question, 

since we're talking about proving the 

negative, and I didn't think I'd have to go 

here, but since it was, I'm going to go ahead 

and respond to it. Do you recognize this 
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1 document? 

2 A. 

3 

4 

5 

Yes. Back in August of 26, 2002, I, Ethel 

Dupree Gaymon, do certify with knowledge that 

Edna Earl Williams is not a descendant of 

Phillis Weathers. 

6 MR. BROOKS: Your Honor 

7 A. 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

THE 

THE 

THE 

THE 

MR. 

17 Q. 

18 A. 

19 Q. 

20 A. 

Having grown up in the 

COURT: Hang on. Hang on. Hang on just a 

second. 

WITNESS: Oh, I'm sorry. 

COURT: Go ahead. 

WITNESS: I didn't hear. 

BROOKS: I would object to this. I mean, this 

is clearly hearsay, unless Ms. Gaymon is going 

to testify to this so she can be subject to 

cross-examination. 

Well, let me just ask, is she alive? 

No, she isn't. 

Okay. When did she pass away? 

That's her daughter there. 

21 MS. BLACK: 2005. 

22 Q. 

23 

24 A. 

25 Q. 

In two thousand -- so three years after this 

this letter? 

She wrote it in 2002. 

Right. 
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1 MR. CONNOR: Your Honor, we've been pretty loose as 

2 far as letting stuff in. 

3 MR. BROOKS: Judge, I object to 

4 THE COURT: Let him finish first. So the objection 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

is -- the objection is it's not admissible, 

hearsay, it's obviously not the witness's 

statement, and this person is deceased that 

signed it; is that correct? Ethel Dupree 

Gaymon? 

10 MR. CONNOR: That that is. 

11 THE COURT: She's deceased? 

She died in 2005. 

12 THE WITNESS: She's deceased, yes. 

13 MR. CONNOR: And the only reason I brought it in on 

14 

15 

cross-examination is because of the allegation 

that 

16 THE COURT: Well, this is redirect. 

17 MR. CONNOR: Right. 

18 THE COURT: Okay. 

I 

So you 

I gotcha. Okay. 

19 MR. CONNOR: Sorry. 

20 THE COURT: Okay. So, Mr. Brooks, your objection 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

is, this witness is not here to testify, this 

is -- this is the plaintiff, or this is the 

wrong witness for it to come in under, or it's 

hearsay from the standpoint of Ms. Celestine 

Parker? 
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1 MR. BROOKS: Correct. 

2 THE COURT: All right. And then, Mr. Connor, your 

3 -- your response is? 

4 MR. CONNOR: Well, you know, first of all, it's 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

that, you know, dying, she's passed on, so she 

couldn't be -- I realize that there's -- we've 

been somewhat loose about things we have let 

in, things we've just -- just seen, and 

allowed in, understanding the objections to 

them. Like, for example, allowing in 

documents, like, we can't even read, but 

letting them in for the Court to analyze. 

13 THE COURT: Well, was that by -- was that by 

14 stipulation or by agreement? 

15 MR. BROOKS: Judge, I haven't asked for anything to 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

be submitted yet. All I talked to her was I 

asked her to look at 1870 census to verify 

that we were talking about the same people. 

She looked at it. Now, granted, that's how 

people write things down, the census. I 

didn't have anything to do with it 150 years 

ago. But you can clearly, with your glasses, 

you can look at it and see Bennie and Phillis, 

and then it has the same kids that she put 

down in her documents that he has submitted as 
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evidence. All I asked her to do was confirm 

we're talking about the same people, Bennie 

and Phillis and their family. 

And I left it at that. 

She said yes. 

5 THE COURT: All right. So I haven't read this yet. 

6 

7 

8 

9 

But, Mr. Brooks, is it -- is it -- I mean, 

what's the -- what's the offensive nature of 

it? Does it go the ultimate issue, or does it 

10 MR. BROOKS: It goes to the ultimate issue. 

11 THE COURT: So here's what we're going to do: I'm 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

going to admit it as -- for identification at 

this point. I'm going to allow the witness to 

testify to it. And I'll hold in abeyance 

ruling as to whether, based on the balance of 

the hearing and the other testimony, as to 

whether it's admissible later or not. Again, 

we don't have a jury here. 

19 MR. BROOKS: Right. 

20 THE COURT: So, if I decide it's out, I'm just not 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

going to consider it. But, for now, in the 

interest of time, I'm going to allow the 

witness to -- again, admitted for 

identification as Plaintiff's, I guess that 

would be G. 

Ph: (803) 290-1988 
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1 COURT REPORTER: I have it as "I." 

2 THE COURT: "I," okay. So Plaintiff's I for 

3 

4 

5 

identification only. 

(Plaintiff's Exhibit I is marked 

for identification purposes.) 

6 THE COURT: And, Mr. Connor, you can ask Ms. Parker 

7 your question. 

8 MR. CONNOR: Thank you, Your Honor. 

9 BY MR. CONNOR: 

10 Q. 

11 

12 A. 

13 Q. 

14 A. 

15 

16 

17 

18 Q. 

19 

20 

21 A. 

22 Q. 

23 A. 

Okay. Please tell the Court about who Ms. 

Ethel Gaymon was -­

Okay. 

-- and your connection to her, please. 

Okay. Ethel Gaymon was the daughter of -- of 

Ms. Dupree, which is the daughter of Phillis. 

So Ethel would be the granddaughter of Lena 

and my first cousin, yes. 

Okay. And where did -- did she live within 

proximity of Ms. Phillis, or where did -­

where did she live? 

She lived here in Sumter. 

Okay. 

Is that what you mean? Yeah. 

24 Q. So

25 A. Now, Phillis has been dead since
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1 Q. 

2 A. 

3 

4 Q. 

5 A. 

6 

7 

8 

9 Q. 

10 A. 

11 Q. 

12 

13 A. 

14 

15 

16 

17 Q. 

18 A. 

19 Q. 

Right. 

You know, but she knew. She knew about it, 

obviously. 

Okay. 

Because she said that she grew up in the same 

community and she was taken in by a daughter 

of Phillis Weathers, and she was raised by 

that daughter as a good neighbor gesture. 

Okay. 

Uh-huh. 

And how did you get a hold of this, this 

document? How did it come to you? 

Well, I used to visit, and we we -- she 

said that -- well, she said what she did, and 

she agreed to write this letter. And we -- we 

accepted it. 

Okay. 

Yes. 

Okay. 

20 MR. CONNOR: No further questions, Your Honor. 

21 THE COURT: Mr. Brooks, recross? 

22 RECROSS-EXAMINATION OF CELESTINE PARKER 

23 BY MR. BROOKS: 

24 Q. What did Ethel -- Ms. Gaymon say about Ella?

25 Is there anything in this document about Ella?

Ph: (803) 290-1988 
WISE COURT REPORTING, LLC 

I 02 Sandy Run Ct., Sandy Run, SC 29053 wisecourtrepo11ing@gmail.com 



5/27/2025 

1 A. 

2 Q. 

3 A. 

4 

5 Q. 

6 

7 

8 A. 

9 

10 Q. 

11 A. 

12 Q. 

13 

14 

15 

16 A. 

17 Q. 

18 

19 A. 

20 

21 Q. 

22 A. 

23 Q. 

24 A. 

25 Q. 

2024-CP-43-02109 

No. Not about Ella. 

Nothing --
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We aren't talking about Ella. We are talking 

about Edna and Phillis. 

Okay. And so she doesn't say anything about 

Edna being the offspring of Ella? She doesn't 

talk about any of that? 

No, she didn't say that. That's not what we 

ask. 

Okay. 

Yeah. 

And she doesn't say anything about Ella being 

the offspring of Phillis -- I mean, excuse me, 

Priscilla? She doesn't -- this document, she 

-- she does not say anything about Ella --

No, she -- no. 

-- being a daughter of Priscilla? It's not in 

here, right? 

Correct. No. 

talking about. 

Edna --

She -- you see what she's 

She's talking about --

-- Edna being -­

Edna --

raised, yeah. 

being raised by Priscilla? 
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1 A. 

2 Q. 

3 A. 

4 

5 Q. 

6 A. 

7 Q. 

8 A. 

9 

10 Q. 

11 A. 

12 Q. 

13 A. 

14 Q. 

15 A. 

16 Q. 

17 

18 A. 

19 Q. 

20 A. 

21 

22 Q. 

23 A. 

24 Q. 

25 A. 

Not a descendant. 

Not a descendant? 

No. No, not -- not -- not -- no. No. Huh­

uh. 

Okay. 

You're saying that --

Well, I'm just looking at your document. 

Okay. You're saying Edna is Ella's daughter, 

and Ellis is -- is --

Priscilla's daughter? 

-- Phillis's daughter. 

And Priscilla --

And that's what we're here to prove. 

And Priscilla is Phillis's daughter? 

That's correct. 

So this document here that's signed by Ethel 

Gaymon --

Uh-huh. 

-- doesn't talk about who Ella's mama is? 

No, no. We're talking about Phillis and -­

and Edna. 

Oh, okay. 

Is who we're talking about. 

Okay. 

Yes. 
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1 Q. 

2 

3 

All right. Okay. And doesn't say anything 

about who Ella's mama is or anything about 

Priscilla's mama? 

4 A. 

5 Q. 

6 A. 

7 Q. 

That wasn't a question, no. 

I'm just -- just -- just answer my question. 

No, it doesn't. 

Okay. All right. 

8 MR. BROOKS: No other questions. 

9 THE COURT: Okay. All right. Thank you. 

10 MR. CONNOR: Your Honor, this will be very quick, 

11 

12 

but I have two witnesses just to up there and 

confirm what her 

13 THE COURT: Thank you. Any other questions for this 

14 witness? 

15 MR. CONNOR: No. 

16 THE COURT: Okay. Ma'am, you can step down. 

17 (Portion of proceeding not ordered) 

18 Whereupon, 

19 VALERIE MCCRAY, 

20 having been duly sworn/affirmed to speak 

21 the truth, the whole truth, and nothing 

22 but the truth by the Court, testified as 

23 follows: 

24 THE COURT: Okay. You are sworn. So give your name 

25 and spelling to the court reporter, and then 
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1 answer the questions posed by Mr. Brooks. 

2 THE WITNESS: Valerie R. McCray. That's V-A-L-E-R-

3 I-E, M-C-C-R-A-Y.

4 DIRECT EXAMINATION OF VALERIE MCCRAY

5 BY MR. BROOKS: 

6 Q. 

7 

8 A. 

9 Q. 

10 

11 

12 

13 A. 

14 Q. 

15 A. 

16 Q. 

17 

18 

19 A. 

20 Q. 

21 A. 

22 Q. 

23 A. 

24 Q. 

25 A. 

All right, Ms. McCray. Take a deep breath. I 

know you don't come into court very often. 

No. 

I'm going to put some of these documents back 

in front of you that Plaintiff stipulated and 

put into evidence. Some of them you may end 

up referencing. Spread them out for you. 

Okay. 

Make it easier for you to get to. 

All right. 

I'll right. I think we got it figured out a 

little bit. Okay. All right. So your name 

is Valerie McCray? 

Yes, it is. 

Okay. Who's your mama? 

Juliaette Blanding. 

All right. Who was her mama? 

Ms. Edna Earl Williams. 

Okay. And who was her mama? 

Priscilla -- I mean, not Priscilla. That was 
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1 

2 Q. 

3 A. 

4 Q. 

5 

6 A. 

7 Q. 

8 A. 

9 Q. 

10 A. 

11 Q. 

12 

13 A. 

14 Q. 

15 A. 

16 Q. 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 A. 

24 Q. 

25 A. 

her grandmother. Ella. 

Okay. And that would have been Ella Murphy? 

Yes. 

Okay. Well, the person that died in 1974 was 

Ella Murray 

Correct. 

-- is that correct? 

Yes. 

Okay. And who was her mama? 

Priscilla. 

Okay. And Priscilla was one of the four 

children of Phillis; is that correct? 

Yes. 

There's no dispute in your mind about that? 

No. 

Okay. Now, I think we've got some death 

records already into evidence. Just going to 

make sure we got what we need in here. And 

then, if it's not, then we're going to add our 

stuff to it. Okay. All right. I'm handing 

you part of Plaintiff's Exhibit H. 

to take a look at it. 

All right. 

I want you 

I see you got your magnifying glass with you. 

Yes. 
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1 Q. 

2 

3 A. 

4 Q. 

5 

6 A. 

7 Q. 

8 

9 A. 

10 Q. 

11 

12 A. 

13 Q. 

14 

15 A. 

16 Q. 

17 

18 A. 

19 Q. 

20 A. 

21 Q. 

22 

23 

24 A. 

25 Q. 

Okay. All right. That is the is that the 

death certificate you're looking at? 

Yes, it is, for Ella. 

That's a death certificate for Ella Murphy; is 

that correct? 

Correct. 

Okay. And it has down there her date of death 

being March 11, 1974; is that correct? 

Yes. 

Okay. And it has her father's name as 

Pinckney Willis; is that correct? 

Yes. 

And it has her mother's name as Priscilla 

Weathers? 

Yes. 

Okay. All right. And it also has informant 

name is daughter Edna Williams. 

Correct. 

Okay. Who is Edna? 

It's -- it's my grandmother. 

Okay. All right. And, now, I know a lot of 

times women don't like to answer these 

questions. How old are you, Ms. McCray? 

I'll be 69 in September. 

Okay. All right. So you were around in 1974? 
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1 A. 

2 Q. 

3 

4 

5 A. 

6 Q. 

7 A. 

8 Q. 

9 

10 

11 A. 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 Q. 

20 

21 

22 

23 A. 

24 Q. 

25 

Correct. 

Okay. So, if you're 69, and 1974, that's 51 

years ago, you'd have been about 17, 18 years 

old? 

Yes. 

Okay. Did you happen to know Ella? 

Yes, I did. 

Okay. Did you see her, talk to her, you know 

-- you know, it wasn't like a one-off, but you 

saw her and you had conversations with her? 

Yes, I did, every day after I got out of 

school. Matter of fact, her daughter, my 

uncle, and I, and another uncle went up to 

North Carolina to get her because she got 

sick. So her daughter Edna brought her back 

to 426 Council Street and kept her until her 

health started failing, until she passed in 

'74. 

Okay. All right. Now, looking at this death 

certificate, it has -- for date of birth, it 

does not have a specific date of birth. 

has a year, 1912. 

Yes. 

It 

Okay. Now, can you -- you went and pulled 

this record; is that correct? 
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1 A. 

2 Q. 

3 A. 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 Q. 

12 

13 A. 

14 Q. 

15 A. 

16 Q. 

17 A. 

18 Q. 

19 

20 

21 A. 

22 Q. 

23 A. 

24 Q. 

25 A. 

Yes, I did. 

Why does it have just a year? 

Because they didn't keep dates of birth or 

really dates of people dying until 19-I think-

15, because of the census and stuff like that. 

That what was told to me, so that's why they 

would stamp a date on it -- I mean, not a 

date, the year. So that's why it's 1912. And 

Edna has 1915 or 1916, something like that. 

Yeah. 

Now, on Edna's, it has the specific date of 

birth; is that correct? 

Yes, correct. 

May 27, 1960? 

Yes. 

And May 27th lS today. 

Correct. 

Okay. Happy birthday to your grandmama. So, 

now, in Ella's death certificate, it has age 

of 62. 

Yes, it does. 

Now, you dispute that facet; am I correct? 

Yes. 

Okay. 

Yes. 

Because you knew Ella? 
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1 Q. 

2 A. 

3 Q. 

4 A. 

5 Q. 

6 

You were around Ella? 

Yes. 

Was she 62? 

No. 

Okay. What did you -- how old did you know 

her to be? 

7 A. 80.

8 Q. 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 A. 

14 Q. 

15 

16 A. 

17 Q. 

18 

19 A. 

20 Q. 

21 A. 

22 Q. 

23 

24 

25 A. 

Okay. And was it is it clear that, you

being a teenager, 17, 18 years old at the

time, do you feel confident that you could

discern between somebody in their early 60s

versus somebody in their 80s?

Of course.

Okay. Somebody -- particularly somebody

you're talking to regularly; is that correct?

Yes, correct.

Okay. Because and you said Edna was around

too then; is that correct?

Correct.

Edna passed away in 1997?

Correct.

Okay. So, clearly, you knew what -- had an

idea of what the ages were of these people; is

that correct?

Yes.
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1 Q. 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 A. 

9 Q. 

Okay. And, all right. And so one of the 

things is that the vital records, they didn't 

necessarily focus on -- when they were going 

back, they didn't focus on people who may have 

been born in the 1800s; they just wanted to 

put a date down, because the most important 

thing was to rely on the date of death. 

Correct. 

Okay. All right. All right. 

10 MR. BROOKS: May I approach my witness, Judge? 

11 THE COURT: You may. 

12 Q. If you could take a look at this.

13 MR. CONNOR: Is -- can we get a copy over here? I'm 

14 

15 

16 A. 

just saying, I gave you copies of things that 

Yes. 

17 MR. BROOKS: Sure. 

18 

19 

20 Q. 

21 

22 A. 

23 Q. 

24 

25 A. 

(Sotto voce discussion between Mr. 

Brooks and Mr. Connor) 

Take a look at that. Can you tell me what 

that is? 

This is a Social Security Death Index. 

Okay. Is it a death index on Elizabeth 

excuse me, Ella C. Murphy? 

Yes. 
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1 Q. 

2 A. 

3 Q. 

4 

5 A. 

6 Q. 

7 A. 

8 Q. 

9 

10 A. 

11 Q. 

12 A. 

13 Q. 

14 

15 A. 

16 Q. 

17 

18 

19 A. 

20 Q. 

2024-CP-43-02109 

Okay. It has down there date of death? 

Yes, March 1974. 

Does that pretty much correspond with the 

death certificate, Ella's? 

Yes, it does. 

And on its birth, what does it have? 

August 15, 1888. 
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Okay. And that would put her at about 86 when 

she passed; is that correct? 

Correct. 

Does that correspond with your memory? 

Yes, it does. 

Okay. Did she -- from what you remember, she 

was getting Social Security? 

Yes. 

Okay. And from what you know about history, 

Social Security didn 1 t come along until the 

late 1930s and early '40s; is that correct? 

That's correct. 

Okay. Okay. 

21 MR. BROOKS: Your Honor, we would submit this as 

22 Defendant's Number 1, or Defendant's A. 

23 THE COURT: Mr. Connor? 

24 MR. CONNOR: No objection. 

25 THE COURT: Okay. So admitted. Defendant's A? 
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1 What were we using on the others? A? 

2 COURT REPORTER: A. 

3 MR. BROOKS: You were using alphabets. 

4 COURT REPORTER: Defendant's A. 

5 THE COURT: Defendant's Exhibit A is admitted. 

Page 92 

6 (Defendant's Exhibit A is marked and admitted into 

7 evidence. ) 

8 MR. BROOKS: Okay. 

9 BY MR. BROOKS: 

10 Q. 

11 

12 A. 

13 Q. 

14 

15 A. 

16 Q. 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 A. 

23 Q. 

24 

25 A. 

Now, you'll know you're 69; you got those 

glasses on. 

That's right. 

You been -- you been doing some research, 

right? 

Yes. 

Okay. All right. All right. Won't you take 

a look at this one. And then you got your 

magnifying glass. I've got to put my glasses 

back on too. I don't know if I can -- is that 

the -- that's the -- is that the census 

records for 1880? 

Yes, it lS .

Okay. And it has the record for the family of 

Phillis and Bennie Weathers; is that correct? 

Yes. 
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1 Q. 

2 A. 

3 Q. 

4 A. 

5 Q. 

6 

7 

8 

9 A. 

10 Q. 

11 

12 A. 

13 Q. 

14 

15 A. 

16 Q. 

17 A. 

18 Q. 

19 

20 

21 A. 

22 Q. 

23 A. 

24 Q. 

25 

And it has the four children? 

Yes. 

One of which being Priscilla? 

Yes. 

Okay. I'm going to hold up Plaintiff's A. 

Are those the children? That's the family 

that -- that's what Plaintiff has submitted as 

the family of --

Yes. 

-- Phillis and Bennie, so that's one in the 

same? 

Yes. 

Okay. All right. And on there it's got -­

got Priscilla? 

Yes. 

One of the children of Phillis? 

Correct. 

Okay. All right. I'm going to hand you 

another one of these. 

magnifying glass. 

Yeah. 

It's good you got your 

Can you tell me what that is? 

Yes, it's another census from 1910. 

Okay. Now, on that census, 1910, it has -­

does it have Priscilla? 
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1 A. 

2 

3 Q. 

4 A. 

5 Q. 

Yes, it has Priscilla Willis, Benjamin, Mary, 

and Ella. 

Okay. And how old has it got Ella down there? 

They've got Ella being at 20. 

Okay. Now, okay, all right. 

6 MR. BROOKS: Your Honor, we would submit this as 

7 Exhibit B. 

8 THE COURT: Mr. Connor? 

9 MR. CONNOR: Your Honor, I'm just going to put it 

for the record on these that, you know, I 

really couldn't see what was there. I'll 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

you know, obviously, it's been, you know, 

testified to that it is a document she pulled 

off line. 

15 THE WITNESS: Online. 

16 MR. CONNOR: And I think Your Honor will take a look 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

THE 

THE 

THE 

THE 

at that as well. 

WITNESS: A census. 

COURT: Mr. Brooks, 

WITNESS: I'm sorry. 

lS the - -

COURT: is the record hard to 

lS it light, or lS it small 

discern? Or is 

print, or is it 

24 MR. BROOKS: Judge, do you want to take a look at it 

25 and see what you 
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1 THE COURT: Not yet. 

2 MR. BROOKS: I -- I -- now, I will say it's based on 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

people's writing, because, obviously, there 

were no computers or anything at the time in 

1910. In my opinion, I can -- I can discern 

what's what. But I had to put my little 

reading glasses on. .And my client had to use 

a little magnifying glass. That's there from 

the archives. 

10 THE COURT: All right. So I'm going to admit it, 

11 

12 

and the Court will do the best it can to -- is 

it -- so it's in handwriting? 

13 MR. BROOKS: It's in handwriting, which is how all 

14 census documents were, Judge. 

15 THE COURT: All right. 

16 COURT REPORTER: B. 

17 THE COURT: B. 

So that'll be admitted as? 

18 COURT REPORTER: Defendant's B. 

19 THE COURT: Defendant's B, without objection. 

20 (Defendant's Exhibit B is marked and admitted into 

21 evidence. ) 

22 (Sotto voce discussion between Mr. 

23 Brooks and Mr. Connor) 

24 BY MR. BROOKS: 

25 Q. I'm going to hand you another one of these.
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A. 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 

Put your magnifying glass out. Okay. 

Okay. 

All right. Now, can you see what census that 

is? 

No. It's cut off. It's cut off at the top. 

Is it the 1900 census? 

Oh, yes, I'm sorry. 

That's all right. 

Yes. 

Okay. 

It's the 1900 census? 

Looking at the wrong place. 

All right. Now, you probably see where we -­

you see the little mark in there? 

Yes. 

And you see where there's Pinckney? 

Yes. 

Pinckney Willis? 

Yes. 

And then after that �s 

Priscilla. 

Priscilla? 

Ella, Mary, and Benjamin. 

Okay. So we talking about the same people? 

Correct. 

Now, it's got Ella age 11, right? 
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1 A. 

2 Q. 

3 

4 A. 

5 Q. 

6 A. 

7 Q. 

8 A. 

9 Q. 

10 

11 A. 

12 Q. 

13 

14 

15 A. 

16 Q. 

17 

18 A. 

19 Q. 

20 A. 

21 Q. 

22 A. 

23 Q. 

Correct. 

But, and does it, does that census say what 

time of the year it was done? 

No, it doesn't say. 

It may not okay. 

No. 

Okay. 

Okay. 

I'm going to hand you B back. 

Exhibit B back. Now, this one says it was 

done in June, right? 

Correct. 

Okay. Ella's birthday would have been in 

August, so she would have turned 21 next year; 

is that right? 

Correct. 

Okay. And that's based on the Social Security 

Death Index? 

Right. 

Okay. Which jives with all of your research? 

Yes. 

Okay. 

I'm sorry. 

That's okay. That's okay. 

24 MR. BROOKS: Judge, we would submit this as Exhibit 

25 C. 
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Mr. Connor? Same objection? 

Same objection. 

Okay. 

It's hard, Judge. It's hard. It's 

But anyway. 

That would be Exhibit C. 

C, right. 

8 (Defendant's Exhibit C is marked and introduced.) 

9 MR. BROOKS: My position is, they kept it -- they 

10 did it for a reason. Okay. All right. 

11 THE COURT: Be nice if they'd typed it up. 

12 MR. BROOKS: Oh, man, that'd be wonderful, wouldn't 

13 it. Maybe digitize it. Okay. Now --

14 (Sotto voce discussion between Mr. 

15 Connor and Mr. Brooks) 

16 BY MR. BROOKS: 

17 Q. 

18 A. 

19 Q. 

20 

21 A. 

22 Q. 

23 

24 A. 

25 Q. 

I'm going to hand you one other document. 

Okay. 

You can use your reading glasses or your 

magnifying glasses. 

Okay. 

When you're finish looking at it, look up. 

You ready? 

Yeah. 

Now, was that a form here in Sumter Probate 

WISE COURT REPORTING, LLC 
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1 Court? 

2 A. 

3 Q. 

4 

5 A. 

6 Q. 

7 A. 

8 

9 

10 Q. 

11 

12 A. 

13 Q. 

14 A. 

15 Q. 

16 A. 

17 Q. 

18 A. 

19 Q. 

20 

21 A. 

22 Q. 

23 A. 

24 

25 

Yes, it was. 

Okay. Now, we have a part highlighted as Ella 

Clark. 

Yes. 

Who was Ella Clark? 

On the side, it has Ms. Priscilla, so I -- I'm 

assuming that's -- on the side, it said niece 

-- but Asheville, North Carolina. 

Okay. So but is Ella Clark the same person as 

Ella Murphy? 

Yes, sir. 

Okay. And, now, you know, I have to ask. 

Uh-huh. 

You got a Ella Clark, got a Ella Murphy. 

Yeah. 

You got Ella -­

Willis. 

Yes. Is -- now, you've said you did know her 

when she was in her 80s. 

Yes. 

She had different names? 

But she put it all together. Ella Clark 

Murray Willis, that's how she wrote it. And 

I'm assuming that she was married more than 
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1 

2 

3 Q. 

4 

5 A. 

6 Q. 

7 

8 A. 

9 Q. 

10 

11 A. 

12 Q. 

13 

14 A. 

15 Q. 

16 A. 

17 Q. 

18 

19 

20 A. 

21 Q. 

22 

23 

24 A. 

25 Q. 

one time. I have no idea, because I didn't 

ask that question. 

But, in that document, it says that she was 

living in Asheville that time? 

And that's -- yes. 

Okay. Now, that doc that's from a probate 

matter back in the '40s here in Sumter County? 

Yes. 

Okay. You did testify earlier that your mama, 

Edna, went and got her 

Yes. 

-- and she lived down here in Sumter with 

y'all; is that correct? 

Correct. 

Until she passed away in '74? 

Yes. 

Okay. So is it your testimony that the Ella 

we're talking about in that probate form is 

Ella Clark? 

Yes. 

Is that the same Ella that's listed in the 

census which we put in as Defendant's Exhibit 

B? 

Yes. 

Is that the same person we -- that's the Ella 
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1 that we've put in as Ella Murphy's Social 

2 Security Death Index? 

3 A. 

4 Q. 

5 

6 A. 

7 Q. 

8 

9 

10 

11 A. 

12 Q. 

13 A. 

14 Q. 

15 

16 A. 

17 Q. 

18 

19 A. 

20 Q. 

21 

22 A.

23 Q. 

24 

25 A. 

Yes. 

Is that the same person as listed in Exhibit C 

of the 1900 census? 

Yes. 

Is that the same person that's in this death 

certificate that's attached as Plaintiff's H? 

Is that the same person that's listed on that 

death certificate? 

Yes, it is. 

Even though it just has the year to date? 

Yes. 

But it doesn't have a specific year of birth; 

it just has 1912? 

Right. 

And that's based on the information you got 

from DHEC; is that correct? 

Correct. 

The DHEC personnel said, we don't go back in 

the 1900s? 

That's correct. 

We were just only focusing on when these 

people died? 

Yes. 
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1 Q. 

2 

3 

4 

5 A. 

6 Q. 

7 A. 

8 Q. 

9 A. 

10 Q. 

11 A. 

12 Q. 

13 

14 

15 A. 

16 Q. 

17 A. 

18 Q. 

19 

20 A. 

21 Q. 

22 

23 A. 

24 Q. 

25 
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Okay. And so, by virtue of that fact of Ella 

Murphy Clark or Clark Murphy being your great­

grandmama, the mother of Edna, Edna the mother 

of Juliaette 

Yes. 

-- and Juliaette's your mama? 

Correct. 

Okay. Ella was a daughter of Priscilla? 

Yes. 

And Priscilla was a daughter of Phillis? 

Yes. 

And Edna, being the informant, gave the 

mother's name of her mama as Priscilla 

Weathers; is that correct? 

Correct. 

And it's listed down there? 

Yes. 

Which is one of the important things, we keep 

the death certificate, right? 

Correct. 

Okay. And the census information connects all 

of that? 

Yes. 

Okay. So it's your position that you have an 

interest in this property by that chain we 
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1 just described? 

2 A. 

3 Q. 

4 

Yes. 

Okay. Answer any questions of opposing 

counsel. 

5 THE COURT: Cross-examination. 

6 MR. CONNOR: Thank you. 

7 CROSS-EXAMINATION OF VALERIE MCCRAY 

8 BY MR. CONNOR: 

9 Q. 

10 A. 

11 Q. 

12 

13 A. 

14 Q. 

15 A. 

16 

17 Q. 

18 A. 

19 Q. 

20 A. 

21 Q. 

22 

23 

24 

25 

Ms. Valerie 

Yes. 

-- we're going to go straight back to the 

exhibit with the Brooks letter. 

Uh-huh. 

Have you got that here? 

I think this is it right here. 

COURT REPORTER: I think that was -­

That should be it, yep. 

Okay. 

Okay. Thanks. 

Uh-huh. 

Okay. Obviously, this is coming from your 

attorney, and the reason for this was to help 

prove your your claim of being a descendant 

of Phillis Weathers. And the bottom does say, 

just for the record, please see a obituary and 
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1 death certificates for Ella Murphy, daughter 

2 of Priscilla Weathers Willis, clearly listing 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 A. 

10 

11 

12 Q. 

13 

14 

15 

16 A. 

17 Q. 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 A. 

23 

24 

25 

her surviving daughter as Edna Williams. Edna 

Williams' natural mother. Okay. You know, 

you testified here that allegedly the birth 

date is incorrect. So what you're saying, 

just for the record, was, this vital record is 

not correct; is that what you're saying? 

Not the first birth date. It's just the year 

that she was born. I had nothing to do with 

that. That came from vital records. 

I understand. But you're sending this this 

document to the other side because you've got 

someone doing quiet title within this to prove 

this, these records prove our case. 

Yes. 

And was there any notation from your side 

about the fact that, you know, it shows a 

four-year-old giving birth? Was there 

anything, any note to say there's a mistake 

here when you sent it over? 

No. When I went over there to vital records 

in Columbia, DHEC, as they call it, I went and 

got it. I had to sit for a couple of hours. 

And, when I got it, I got back home. When I 

Ph: (803) 290-1988 
WISE COURT REPORTING, LLC 

I 02 Sandy Run Ct., Sandy Run, SC 29053 wisccourtreponing@gmail.com 



Page 105 

5/27/2025 2024-CP-43-02109 

1 realized what had happened, I went back over 

2 there, and they explained it to me they didn't 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 Q. 

9 A. 

10 Q. 

11 

12 A. 

13 Q. 

14 A. 

15 Q. 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 A. 

22 

23 

24 

25 

keep all those records until 1915. That's 

when they started keeping them. They weren't 

concerned about the year. It just -- they 

were concerned about the -- you know, when 

they pass. They just put a year. 

Okay. But 

Put a year on it. 

So you would agree that the burden of proof in 

this, as far as -- is on you for --

Yes. 

-- proving your interest? 

I understand that. 

Okay. So you have to send documents. Well, 

why didn't you make a notation? Why didn't 

you, you know, provide us something until now 

to say, oh, yes, the -- that this was a year, 

and allegedly they just picked a date, I 

guess, randomly? 

Well, to be honest, I really didn't think I 

needed it until not too long ago. And I 

hadn't gotten back over there, because I went 

back to work. And by me working out of town, 

it's kind of hard. So I just hadn't gotten 
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1 back over there. 

2 Q. 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 A. 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 Q. 

14 

15 A. 

16 Q. 

17 

18 

19 A. 

20 Q. 

21 

22 A. 

23 

24 Q. 

25 A. 

Okay. But you -- you would have to admit here 

that, obviously, going back over 100 years 

ago, it looks like there -- there are some 

problems with the documentation, including the 

vital records as important as the death 

certificate, correct? Is that correct to say? 

Well, that's what you're saying. But I agree. 

Well, yeah. But remember, when they had the 

Civil War, a lot of stuff got burnt. And I 

wasn't going to Washington, DC, to get all of 

the information. 

Okay. But this -- this is for Ella and for 

Edna. 

Yes. 

And, you know, we're talking about, 1n this 

case, you know, how they came up with anything 

within a birth date. 

Well, I have -- yes. 

But it's your testimony they just randomly 

picked the date; is that what you're --

Yes. I guess you will have to ask them that 

question. 

Okay. Well, again, I'm asking you, because -­

I don't know that. 
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23 Q. 
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these are vital records provided 

I don't -- I don't know the answer. 
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Okay. So we do know that we do have to be 

skeptical 

Correct. 

-- of the records that come in? Okay. 

Because that comes to another point. You've 

heard the testimony of Ms. Gaymon's daughter 

talk about the -- the signature by her mother 

on the relationship of Ethel and Edna --

excuse me, Edna Ellis, correct? I'm going to 

get the exhibit here again. This would be the 

letter, the Gaymon letter. Okay. The 

question with this is, this issue of sort of 

raising someone as a good -- goodwill measure 

back at that time period, would that have 

generally, as far as from your knowledge and 

talking to vital records, mean that they have 

legally been adopted or legally been a child 

in every case when we're talking about things 

like census records? 

Yes. 

Okay. 

And you heard the testimony about the 

transportation case. And we've actually put 
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1 the exhibit to it back in the early, the 

2 

3 

2000s. Mr. Brooks, I think, was the guardian 

ad litem. 

4 MR. CONNOR: Have you got the exhibit for that as 

5 well? That was for the 

6 COURT REPORTER: What is it? 

7 MR. CONNOR: That was for the transportation case. 

8 It's the actually, I think it's right here. 

9 Okay. 

10 BY MR. CONNOR: 

11 Q. 

12 

13 

14 A. 

15 

16 

17 Q. 

18 

19 A. 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

Okay. Were you aware, at that time, of issues 

that were going on with the Department of 

Transportation? 

Not the transportation, but I did remember my 

uncle and my grandmother going to Mazursky 

about this property. 

Okay. Did -- so were you -- when did you 

become involved in -- in this property and 

Well, I can't remember the year. I was out of 

town. Ms. Parker went to my mother's before 

she passed, and she wanted help with the 

taxes. So my mother, Mrs. Blanding, talked to 

Ms. Parker and said that, as soon as I get in 

town, I will call her. Which I did. I never 

received any feedback on it. I kept calling 

WISE COURT REPORTING, LLC 
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1 Ms. Parker and calling her during the time 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

that my mother was living. So I said, well, 

you know what, I'm not going to keep calling 

I somebody that they don't answer the phone. 

guess because I got a out-of-state phone 

number, you know, scams and stuff like that, I 

guess she didn't want to answer the phone. So 

I understand that. So I wasn't upset about 

that. And so, when my mom passed, I was going 

into surgery. And then my phone rang, and I 

was like, well, who is this calling me? And 

then she explained who she was. And I said 

okay. And she wanted to talk to me. Her and 

Loretta 

we came 

want - -

I said, 

pay the 

came to my place, we 

up with the idea of, 

do you want us to pay 

yeah, I can do that. 

taxes on it one time. 

discussed it, and 

well, who do you 

the taxes on it. 

I told her I did 

And we agreed 

to it, it would come to my house. She didn't 

have a problem with it. And she also took us 

out to the property, where it was at. Which I 

always had an idea, because my grandmother 

used to take me out there when I was coming up 

as a teenager and stuff like that. So I never 

disagreed with anything like that. But I did 
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1 ask a question, who was paying the taxes 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 Q. 

8 

9 A. 

10 Q. 

11 

12 A. 

13 Q. 

14 A. 

15 Q. 

16 A. 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

before she started. So whatever was going on 

with her and my uncle, that was between them 

two. I wasn't involved in that. My mother 

wasn't involved with it. Just my uncle and 

her, so. 

Did your uncle talk to you about the 

correspondence 

No. 

-- that Ms. Parker had disputing his ownership 

claim through Edna? 

My mom did. 

Your mom did? 

So he talked to her about it. 

Okay. And what did she tell you? 

That she disagreed that we weren't a 

descendant of Ms. Weathers, Phillis. And when 

she came to the house, she got -- we got to 

talking. She said, well, I don't think you 

are. And I'm like, well, okay, you know. 

Said, she have any documents? And I said yes. 

I showed her what I had. And she said, no, 

that wasn't true. She showed me what she had. 

And I'm like, okay. I said, can I take some 

pictures off my phone? Which I did. And I 
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1 took it from there. 

2 Q. 

3 

4 

5 A. 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 Q. 

14 

15 

16 A. 

17 

18 

19 

20 Q. 

21 

22 A. 

23 Q. 

24 

25 

Okay. Did you receive correspondence from her 

attorney before you filed a deed claiming 

ownership of this property? 

If -- I did, but, like I say, I work out of 

town, so, when I do get my mail, it's behind. 

So, when I -- when I realized what was going 

on, I'm like, oh, okay. So I reached out to 

Mr. Brooks. But she did know I had Mr. 

Brooks, because we talked about it at my 

place. Her and Ms. Loretta was at my house. 

I have a recording when you and I was talking. 

Okay. Well, the question I've got, too, 

though, is, is that, you know, you did file a 

deed claiming -- claiming ownership. 

Only because my mother, I was claiming it for 

her children, my two siblings. Well, my three 

siblings. My sister and my two brothers and 

myself. 

Well, since the -- you at least knew about the 

cloud, number one, on the title. 

Yes. 

So, in this case, you know, filing the deed 

appears to be telling the world, the register 

of deeds, that --
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1 A. 

2 Q. 

3 A. 

4 Q. 
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6 

7 A. 

8 Q. 

9 A. 

10 Q. 

11 A. 

12 Q. 

13 

14 A. 

15 Q. 

16 A. 

17 

18 

19 

20 Q. 

21 A. 

22 Q. 

23 

24 A. 

25 
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Okay, yes --

you were the owner --

we got that straightened out. Yes. 

Okay. And did you or your attorney, did you, 

through your attorney, did you send over any 

of these census documents? 

Yes, I did 

-- to look at before this hearing? 

Oh, yeah. 

You did? 

Yeah. What you have. 

Well, we -- we're seeing them for the first 

time day. 

I have no I -- that's not my problem. 

When did you receive it? 

I went to the archives. This was last year 

when I went over there myself and I was 

looking up the information. That's how I got 

it. 

Okay. You got it last year then? 

Yes, not this year. 

Okay. Because you did see the exhibit that we 

just talked about that showed proof --

I didn't see -- I didn't get this until after 

the fact. 
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After what, what fact? I'm sorry. 

This document. Your -- your -- what you gave 

me. 

Okay. Well -­

I could have 

with the 

I could have the year mixed up 

Sure. 

-- going back to Ancestry.corn. I might have 

been -- it could have been this year. 

Okay. 

Maybe January, somewhere up in there. 

Okay. 

But I 1 rn thinking --

Well, I mean, you know, the Court record's 

pretty clear that 

Yeah. 

-- you filed the -- your deed, we'd done the 

slander of title, but then we got this 

correspondence, and all we received was the 

two death certificates. Are you saying that, 

at that time, you already had these other 

documents you're claiming came from the vital 

-- other census records and that kind of 

thing? 

Yes. 
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1 Q. 

2 

3 

4 

5 A. 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 Q. 

12 

13 

14 A. 

15 Q. 

16 

17 

18 A. 

19 Q. 

20 

21 A. 

22 

23 

24 

25 

Okay. Because you've already, again, admitted 

that there does seem to be at least some 

problems with the vital records from -- from 

100 years ago. 

I understand that. I know it looks like she 

had a child at four years old, and I know 

that's not true. So, like I said, you may 

have to ask somebody from there, because I 

cannot answer that question. And I'm not 

trying to be rude or anything like that. 

No, I -- I gotcha. But we, of course, 

received this, and we had to figure it out. 

It took a little bit to go through --

I gotcha. 

-- and figure out that issue. Because did you 

really see the issue when this -- when this 

first came over --

Yes, I did see it. 

Okay. But you -- you didn't tell your 

attorney to make a note about it, that 

We saw that. You know, he explained to me 

that that was -- I guess he talked to you, 

because he told me that's when y'all saw the 

discrepancy. And I'm like, okay, then I don't 

have a problem with that. Okay. 
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1 Q. 

2 

3 

4 A. 

5 

6 Q. 

7 A. 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 Q. 

14 A. 

15 

16 Q. 

17 

18 

19 A. 

20 Q. 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 A. 

Okay. So, when you sent the death 

certificates, you didn't know about the 

discrepancy; is that -- is that correct? 

I really didn't pay that much attention until 

Mr. Brooks brought it to my attention. 

Right. 

And then I looked at it. I said, well, yeah, 

she was right on that. But, like I said, they 

didn't keep all those records until a certain 

time, of the year. And that, you have to ask 

somebody that -- that question. I can't 

answer that question. 

Okay. 

I just only got the death certificate because 

I'm the grand -- granddaughter. 

Right. Okay. Let me just ask, you know, for 

the record, do you think that -- and you got 

the -- the copy of her letter. 

Uh-huh. 

Do you think Ethel Gaymon lied in claiming 

that Edna Earl Williams is not a descendant of 

Phillis Weathers, but she did grow up in the 

same community and was taken in by the 

daughter? Is that -- is that incorrect? 

Yeah. I don't know, really know her. I do 
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1 know some of the descendants, because my 

2 grandmother used to take me to see them and 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 Q. 

8 

9 

10 A. 

11 Q. 

12 A. 

13 Q. 

14 

15 

16 A. 

17 Q. 

18 

19 

20 A. 

21 Q. 

22 

23 

24 A. 

25 Q. 

they used to sit around and talk. So, yes, I 

do understand where she's corning from. But, 

as far as adoption and all of that, taking in, 

no, I disagree with that. 

Okay. And you mentioned too, just for the 

record, there was no -- no dispute in your 

mind that Edna was the daughter of Ella; is 

No. 

Is --

Well, it's no dispute. She was the daughter. 

Well, when I say that, though, your basis for 

that is 

what 

is what you were told? Or what -­

what's your basis of it? 

Okay. Rephrase your question again. 

Sure. You said there's no dispute in your 

mind that Edna -- Ella was the daughter of 

Priscilla and Edna was the daughter of Ella. 

Correct. 

Now, you weren't alive back when -- you --

when Priscilla would have had Ella, at that 

point, you were not of conscious age, correct? 

I was born in 1956. 

Right. 
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Okay. So what did -- that tells you? No, I 

was not. 

Okay. Got it. So your knowledge would have 

been, I guess, what -- what you were told in 

this case by --

My grandmother and my great-grandmother. 

Okay. Got it. 

8 MR. CONNOR: No further questions, Your Honor. 

9 THE COURT: Redirect? 

10 MR. BROOKS: Okay. 

11 REDIRECT EXAMINATION OF VALERIE MCCRAY 

12 BY MR. BROOKS: 

13 Q. 

14 A. 

15 Q. 

16 

17 

18 

19 A. 

20 Q. 

21 A. 

22 Q. 

23 A. 

24 Q. 

25 

Ms. McCray 

Yes. 

-- in regards to that death certificate of 

Ella, on the death certificate -- I'll hold it 

back for you. That's Ella. It has the 

informant's name as Edna; is that correct? 

That's correct. 

That's your grandmother? 

That's my grandmother. 

That was a daughter of Ella? 

That's correct. 

She gives the information as far as who her 

mama was and who her daddy was? 
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Correct. 

Okay. Now, you have the death certificate of 

Edna? 

Correct. 

Your grandmama? 

Correct. 

Down there, it's got an informant. Who is 

that? 

Willis? 

That's your -- that -- that 

Oh, it's Willie Williams. 

And who was Willie? Was that your uncle? 

That's my uncle. 

He was the -- he was the son of Edna? 

He was the son of Edna. 

Brother of Juliaette? 

Brother Juliaette. 

Okay. Now, they're the ones that gave the 

information, when a person dies, as who their 

next of kin are and who their mamas and 

daddies were; is that correct? 

Correct. 

Okay. And that's what, that part of the death 

certificate is what you were relying on when 

we sent it over to the plaintiff; is that 
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1 correct? 

2 A. 

3 Q. 

4 

5 A. 

6 Q. 

7 

8 

9 

10 A. 

11 Q. 

12 

13 A. 

14 Q. 

15 A. 

16 Q. 

17 

18 A. 

19 Q. 

20 A. 

21 Q. 

22 

23 

24 A. 

25 Q. 

Yes. 

We weren't focused in on the stamped year that 

vital records had put down; is that correct? 

Correct. 

And that's because of what the people at vital 

records told you, we don't go back into the 

1900s to figure out when somebody was born; is 

that correct? 

Correct. 

We're more focused on establishing that a 

person who was alive is now deceased? 

Correct. 

Is that 

Yes. 

is that correct? 

Okay. And so, when we sent that, we weren't 

focusing on that part; is that correct? 

No, we were not. 

We thought that that would speak for itself? 

Yes. 

Okay. But since they talked about that, 

that's when you did some research and looked 

back at the census records; is that correct? 

That's correct. 

To find out that Ella was not born in 1912? 
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Correct. 

And that's when we came up with the Social 

Security Disability Index, as well as the 

census records establishing when Ella was 

alive; is that correct? 

That's correct. 

To show that she had to be of childbearing age 

in order to produce Edna? 

Yes. 

Is that correct? 

That's correct. 

Your grandmama? 

My grandmother. 

14 MR. BROOKS: Okay. No other questions. 

15 THE COURT: Recross? 

16 MR. CONNOR: Yeah, just one thing. 

17 RECROSS-EXAMINATION OF VALERIE MCCRAY 

18 BY MR. CONNOR: 

19 Q. 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

Isn't it correct that on September 30th of 

last year I sent notice to you, your counsel, 

saying we had a problem with the issue of 1912 

versus 1916 and asking for something with 

this, and October 3 we received basically that 

you maintained that Edna was a child of Ella 

and sort of filed your action? That's before 
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1 we decided to even file the slander -- file 

2 the slander of title? 

3 A. 

4 Q. 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 A. 

11 

12 

13 

14 Q. 

15 

16 A. 

17 Q. 

18 A. 

19 Q. 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

Yes. 

So, when you first got this, at least it looks 

like, for at least almost a week, we're 

telling you there's an issue here. And, with 

the correspondence, you're not saying, oh, 

sorry, let me check this out; you're saying, 

go ahead and file suit? 

I wasn't there. And, well, like I say, I was 

traveling back and forth, so, when I did get 

my mail, it was late. So, when I did realize 

it, that's when I talked to Mr. Brooks. 

Okay. But you 

our side --

you understand, like, from 

I understand where you're coming from. 

-- when we filed suit --

Yes. 

-- we're saying, this is a maJor issue, 

because you've given us two -- two death 

certificates that show that one was only four 

years old, and the answer at least that came 

back to us is, is that go ahead and file? You 

know, I so, at least at that point, it 

it took you a bit, I guess, then to go get all 
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the records that you're claiming here; is that 

And I explained that the first time when you 

asked that question. 

Okay. But then you didn't I mean, we 

didn't actually receive these things until 

today. So okay. 

8 MR. CONNOR: That's all I've got. Thank you, Your 

9 Honor. 

10 THE COURT: All right. Ma'am, you can step down. 

11 (Portion of proceeding not ordered) 

12 (The proceeding concluded at 1:54 p.m.) 

13 (* This transcript may contain quoted material. 

14 Such material is reproduced as read or quoted by the 

15 speaker. ) 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 
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1 STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA 
CERTIFICATE 

2 COUNTY OF CALHOUN 

3 Be it known that Gretchen H. Wise took the 
foregoing proceeding and hereby attests: 

4 

that I was then and there a notary public in and 
5 for the State of South Carolina-at-large and that by 

virtue thereof I was duly authorized to administer an 
6 oath; 

7 that the deponent/witness, if any, was first duly 
sworn to testify to the truth, the whole truth, and 

8 nothing but the truth, concerning the matter in the 
controversy aforesaid; 

9 

that the foregoing transcript represents a true, 
10 accurate, and complete transcription of the REQUESTED 

PORTIONS of testimony so given at the time and place 
11 aforesaid to the best of my skill and ability (THOSE 

REQUESTED PORTIONS BEING THE TESTIMONY OF CELESTE PARKER 
12 AND VALERIE MCCRAY ONLY) ; 

13 that I am neither a relative nor an employee of any 
of the parties hereto, nor of any attorney or counsel 

14 employed by the parties hereto, nor interested in the 
outcome of this action; 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

that, if a recording of an event was supplied by 
another party for purposes of transcription and I was 
not present during that event, the foregoing pages were 
transcribed to the best of my skill and ability; 
additionally, any identifications of speakers were 
provided to me by the party supplying the recording; 

that, in the event of a nonappearance by the 
witness, the foregoing details for the nonappearance are 
accurate. 
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Gretchen H. Wise 
Notary Public for South Carolina 
My commission expires 10/12/2027 
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