From: Geraldine White
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Dear Court and Counsels,
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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA ) IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS
)
COUNTY OF BEAUFORT ) FOURTEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
GERALDINE WHITE, ) CASE NO. 2025-CP-07-00718
)
PLAINTIFF, ; DEFENDANT JOHN R. C. BOWEN’S
y : MOTION TO DISMISS, OR IN THE
s. ) ALTERNATIVE, MOTION FOR
JOHN R. C. BOWEN AND KORI ) SUMMARY JUDGMENT
BRETT MCKEITHAN,
)
DEFENDANTS. )
)

TO: PRO SE PLAINTIFF GERALDINE WHITE:

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE THAT Defendant John R. C. Bowen, by and through his
undersigned counsel, will move before this Honorable Court on the tenth day after service of this
Motion to Dismiss. or altcrnatively, Motion for Summary Judgment, or as soon thercafter as
counsel may be heard, for an Order dismissing Pro Se Plaintiff Geraldine White's Petition for Ex
Parte Emergency Equitable Injunctive Relicf, pursuant to South Carolina Rules of Civil
Procedure 12(b)(1) and (6) or 56(c), as appropriatc. Ms. White also sccks “a formal judicial
inquiry into the fraudulent court proceedings and disciplinary actions against attorncy Bowen,”
among other things. Plaintiff’s Petition is substantively without merit and proccdurally
inappropriate, and should be dismissed for the following reasons:

Pro s¢ Plaintiff Geraldine White has filed a Petition for Ex Parte Emergency Equitable
Injunctive Relicf against John R.C. Bowen, Esq.. an attorncy who represented a party adversce to
her in a prior action, Case No. 2018-CP-07-00793. In the prior action, Attorney Bowen
represented Benny Hudson Seafood Corp. in a dispute over damage to Benny Hudson’s dock,

caused by Ms. White’s shrimp boat. 1t is undisputed that Attorney Bowen obtained an Order of
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Judgment against Ms. White on behalf of Benny Hudson Seafood Corp., following a damages
hearing heard by Judge Marvin Dukes, III. Ms. White failed to appear at that damages hearing,
(Petition, § 2.)

In attempting to sct aside the entry of default, Ms. White filed a Memorandum of Points
and Authoritics. in which she told the Court that the “Defendants [were] the owner of the subject
boat, names Poppas Grace.” (Ex. A.) She also filed a separate Declaration and Affidavit. (Exs. B
and C.) At no point during thosc proccedings did she bring up the issuc of a purported Trust or
refute ownership of the shrimp boat. Judge Dukes subscquently denied Ms. White’s Motion to
Set Aside Entry of Default. Ms. White then appealed, and the Court of Appeals dismissed her
appcal.

Plaintiff now secks cquitable and injunctive relief against Mr. Bowen, based on
allcgedly-false statements that Mr. Bowen made in his pleadings and before Judge Dukes.
Specifically, she sceks a temporary restraining order, preventing Mr. Bowen from interfering
with the disbursement of proceeds from a trust sale to satisfy the judgment obtained against her.
There is no evidence that any statements made by Attorney Bowen were false, and there is no
new evidence that would warrant re-opening this previously-decided case. It is a general
principle in this state that one circuit court judge does not have the authority to set aside the order
of another, which is essentially what Ms. White is asking this Court to do. Enoree Baptist
Church v. Fletcher, 287 S.C. 602, 604, 340 S.E.2d 546, 547 (1986); see also Steele v. Charlotte,
Columbia & Augusta R.R., 14 S.C. 324, 330 (1880).

Finally, it is well-settled law in South Carolina that an attorney is immune from liability
to a third-party for action taken on behalf of his client. Gaar v. N. Myrtle Beach Realty Co.; 287

S.C. 525, 339 S.E.2d 887 (Ct. App. 1986). Plaintiff’s Petition establishes, and there is no
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genuine dispute, that this case relates to actions arising from the performance of Mr. Bowen'’s
professional activities as an attorney on behalf of his client, Benny Hudson Seaford Corp. Ms.
White is now requesting that the Court discipline Mr. Bowen for actions taken and statements
made before the Court. Because the pro se Plaintiff’s allegations indisputably arisc from actions
taken and statements made in Mr. Bowen’s rolc as an attorney: (1) he is immune from liability;
(2) there is no basis for ex parte relict; and (3) in any casc, Mr. Bowen’s statements to the Court
were true. Accordingly, Ms. White’s Petition should be dismisscd.

This Motion may be supported by pleadings, depositions, answers (o interrogatorics,
admissions, affidavits, or memoranda of law on file or to be filed prior to the hearing on this

mattcr.

CLEMENT RIVERS, LLP

By:s/ Kara S. Grevey

D. Jay Davis, Jr.

SC State Bar 1D No.: 12084

Kara S. Grevey

SC State Bar ID No.: 101742

P.O. Box 993, Charleston, SC 29402
(843) 724-6602; idavis@ ycrlaw.com;
korevey(ycrlaw.com

Attorneys for Defendant John R.C. Bowen. Esq.
Charleston, South Carolina

Dated: April 23, 2025
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THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS FOR BEAUFORT COUNTY, SOUTH
CAROLINA

Geraldine White, sui juris beneficiary
Petitioner,

V5.

using South Carolina, Bar No. 791

John R.C. Bowen, attormey
Seafood Corp president Barbara Hudson

to represent Benny Hudson
Respondenti#1

South Carolina Bar No. 72846

Kori Brett McKeithan, attomey using
the sale of the White Family Trust

to act as trustee to disburse the proceeds from

property, S

Respondent #2 3
=

N

CASE NO.: 2025-CP-07-00718 2
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PETITIONER’S PETITION FOR THE WRIT TO STRIKE' g
RESPONDENTS’ MOTIONS TO DISMISS AND DEMAND FOR THE
LAWFUL ENTRY OF THE DEFAULT JUDGMENT

COMES NOW, the Petitioner, Geraldine White, sui juris beneficiary, hereinafter

«Beneficiary/Petitioner”, in harmony with Rules 5, 12, and 55 of the South Carolina

Rules of Civil Procedure, and respectfully moves to direct this Honorable Court to Strike
and for the

the Respondents’ Motions to Dismiss for lack of proper service and Dem

Lawful Entry of Default Judgment against the Respondents as the matter of law and as

the matter of equity. In support of this Petition, Beneficiary/P etitioner shows the

following:
FACTUAL BACKGROUND

1. Beneficiary/Petitioner commenced this action in equity by filing the Summons and

Complaint on March 24, 2025.

T TO STRIKE RESPON DENTS’ MOTIONS TO DISMISS AND
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2. Beneficiary/Petitioner properly served Respondents with the Summons and Complaint

on March 24, 2025.
3. Under Rule 12(a), SCRCP, Respondents were lawfully required to serve an Answer or
responsive pleading within thirty (30) days of service.
4. Respondents did not serve an Answer, but instead efiled their Motions to Dismiss on
April 23, 2025 without the required Certificate of Service and the required motion/order
Cover Sheet (SSCCA/233) as directed by the clerk of court for Beaufort County.
5. Respondents are state bar attorneys who knows that Beneficiary/Petitioner was not
properly served with the copy of their efiled Motions to Dismiss, and their efiled
motions are not accompanied by the Certificate of Service as required by Rule 5(d),
SCRCP or the required motion/order Cover Sheet (SSCCA/233).

ARGUMENT
6. Respondents are state bar attorneys who knows that under Rule 5(b), SCRCP, service

of all pleadings and motions is required. Rule 5(d) requires that the certificate of service

accompany any motion filed with the Court.

7. Since Respondents are state bar attorneys who know the requirements of Rule 5(b),
SCRCP, Respondents have the obligation to accept the consequence of their failure to
serve with their efiled Motions to Dismiss certificates of service because there are no
certificate of service with these efiled motions existing in the record as evidenced by the
paid-for-copies that the Beneficiary/Petitioner physically received directly from the office

of the clerk for the Court of Common Pleas for Beaufort County, South Carolina on April

30, 2025.

PETITIONER’S PETITION FOR THE WRIT TO STRIKE RESPONDENTS’ MOTIONS TO DISMISS AND
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8. Beneficiary/Petitioner respectfully requests that the Court take judicial notice of the
fact that the Motion to Dismiss by Respondents #1 was efiled on April 23, 2025 at
2:55pm and the Motion to Dismiss by Respondents #1 was efiled on April 23, 2025 at
3:54pm; and both motions were never properly before the Court nor properly made
known to the Beneficiary/Petitioner and should be lawfully stricken as the matter of law
and as the matter of equity.

9. Because the Respondents’ Motions to Dismiss were not properly served, they do not
toll the time to answer under Rule 12(a), and Respondents are in default as the matter of
law and equity.

10. More than thirty (30) days have elapsed since service of the Summons and Complaint
was filed on March 24, 2025, and Respondents have not served the valid and required
responsive pleading.

11. Beneficiary/Petitioner is lawfully entitled to the Entry of Default under Rule 55(a),
SCRCP, and respectfully requests that the Court enter judgment by default in the amount
of $46,997.19, which is three times $15,665.73 which is the amount of the share for
beneficiary proceeds designated for beneficiary Geraldine White attorney Kori Brett
McKeithan act as the contracted disbursement trustee who failed to protect
Beneficiary/Petitioner who is an 82 year old vulnerable adult beneficiary and heir from
the reported misconduct of attorney John R. C. Bowen misusing and abusing the court
process with fraud upon the court o mislead and misdirect Master in Equity Marvin H.
Dukes, III to sign the unlawful and inequitable ORDER OF JUDGMENT on August 22,
2018 by against a GERALDINE WHITE AND CRAIG WHITE to take $15,665.73 from

Beneficiary/Petitioner Geraldine White on January 10, 2025 in the settlement closing in

PETITIONER’S PETITION FOR THE WRIT TO STRIKE RESPONDENTS’ MOTIONS TO DISMISS AND
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the office of attorney Kori Brett McKeithan acting as trustee to disburse the funds to the
heirs and beneficiaries of the White Family Trust property sale.
CONCLUSION
For the foregoing reasons, Beneficiary/Petitioner respectfully requests that the Court:
a. Strike Respondents’ Motion to Dismiss as procedurally improper due to lack of
service and absence of the certificate of service; and
b. Enter default against the Respondents for failure to timely serve an Answer;
and
c. Schedule the hearing on damages or enter judgment in the amount of
$46,997.19.
d. Take judicial notice of the attached LAWFUL DEMAND FOR COURT
INTERVENTION TO PROTECT BENEFICIARY RIGHTS dated March 25,
2025 and filed stamped by the Beaufort County clerk of court ] erri Ann Roseneau

on March 27, 2025 at 3:17pm.

By:
Geraldine White, the sui juris living beneficiary of the
GERALDINE WHITE trust misidentified in
Beaufort Court of Common Pleas Case No. 2018-CP-07-00793

c/o 141 Lamotte Drive #A3
Hilton Head Island, SC 29926
843-681-3947

May 1, 2025 at 11:16am

PETITIONER’S PETITION FOR THE WRIT TO STRIKE RESPONDENTS® MOTIONS TO DISMISS AND
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THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS FOR BEAUFORT COUNTY, SOUTH
CAROLINA

Geraldine White, sui juris beneficiary
Petitioner,

VS,

John R.C. Bowen, attorney using South Carolina, Bar No. 791
to represent Benny Hudson Seafood Corp president Barbara Hudson
Respondent#1

Kori Brett McKeithan, attorney using South Carolina Bar No. 72846

to act as trustee to disburse the proceeds from the sale of the White Family Trust
property,

Respondent #2

CASE NO.: 2025-CP-07-00718

PETITIONER’S PETITION FOR THE WRIT TO STRIKE
RESPONDENTS’ MOTIONS TO DISMISS AND DEMAND FOR THE
LAWFUL ENTRY OF DEFAULT JUDGMENT

COMES NOW, Geraldine White, sui juris beneficiary, hereby certify that the true
copy of the PETITIONER’S PETITION FOR THE WRIT TO STRIKE
RESPONDENTS’ MOTIONS TO DISMISS AND DEMAND FOR THE LAWFUL
ENTRY OF DEFAULT JUDGMENT has been served on the above named
Respondents and their law firm by electronic media via email address and mailed by
depositing in the United States Postal Service with proper postage to the addresses listed
below:

John R. C. Bowen, Bar No. 791 Kori Brett McKeithan, Bar No. 72846
92 Mains Street Ste. A 71 Lighthouse Road Ste. 230

Hilton Head Island, SC 29926 Hiltion Head Island, SC 29928
john@laughlinandbowen.com KoriBrett@libertyoaklaw.com
843-689-5700 843-671-5550

RCM / /
¢
By: /( Sé

Geraldine White, sui juris beneficiary
141 Lamotte Drive #A3

Hilton Head Island, SC 29926
843-681-3947

May 1, 2025 at 11:16am

PETITIONER’S PETITION FOR THE WRIT TO STRIKE RESPONDENTS’ MOTIONS TO DISMISS AND
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THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS FOR BEAUFORT COUNTY, SOUTH
CAROLINA

Geraldine White, sui juris living beneficiary
Petitioner,

VS.

John R. C. Bowen, attorney using South Carolina Bar No. 794 L
to represent Benny Hudson Seafood Corp - S
president Barbara Hudson R
Respondents #1. , . e
Kori Brett McKeithan, attorney using South Carolina Bar No. 72846 oy
to act as trustee to disburse the proceeds from the ey,

sale of the White Family Trust property,
Respondent #2.

CASE NO.: 2025-CP-07-00718

LAWFUL DEMAND FOR COURT INTERVENTION TO
PROTECT BENEFICIARY RIGHTS

COMES NOW, Petitioner, Geraldine White, sui juris living beneficiary, and
respectfully demands that the Beaufort County Court of Common Pleas exercise its
inherent duty to protect trust beneficiaries from fraudulent actions, coercion, and
wrongful takings, ensuring compliance with both state and federal trust laws,

including funds derived from trust-related assets.

LEGAL BASIS FOR COURT INTERVENTION:

1. Fiduciary Duty of the Court

LAWFUL DEMAND FOR COURT INTERVENTION TO PROTECT BENEFICIARY RIGHTS Page 1 of 14





THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS FOR BEAUFORT COUNTY,
SOUTH CAROLINA

Geraldine White, sui juris living beneficiary
Petitioner,

VS.

John R. C. Bowen, attorney using South Carolina Bar No. 791
to represent Benny Hudson Seafood Corp

president Barbara Hudson

Respondents #1.

Kori Brett McKeithan, attorney using South Carolina Bar No. 72846
to act as trustee to disburse the proceeds from the

sale of the White Family Trust property,
Respondent #2.

CASE NO.: 2025-CP-07-00718

LAWFUL DEMAND FOR COURT INTERVENTION TO
PROTECT BENEFICIARY RIGHTS

COMES NOW, Petitioner, Geraldine White, sui juris living beneficiary, and
respectfully demands that the Beaufort County Court of Common Pleas
exercise its inherent duty to protect trust beneficiaries from fraudulent actions,
coercion, and wrongful takings, ensuring compliance with both state and

federal trust laws, including funds derived from trust-related assets.

LEGAL BASIS FOR COURT INTERVENTION:

1. Fiduciary Duty of the Court

PETITIONER'S PETITION FOR THE WRIT TO STRIKE RESPONDENTS® MOTIONS TO DISMISS AND
DEMAND FOR THE LAWFUL ENTRY OF DEFAULT JUDGMENT  Page 6 of 19
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o Under the South Carolina Trust Code (S.C. Code Ann. § 62-7-
1001 et seq.), courts possess broad equitable authority to protect
trust beneficiaries from breaches of fiduciary duty, coercion, and
fraud.

e The Uniform Trust Code (UTC § 1001) empowers courts to issue
protective measures to prevent wrongful distributions and ensure
the proper administration of trust assets.

e Federal trust law, including ERISA (29 U.S.C. Chapter 18),
establishes legal safeguards against the misallocation of trust-
related assets, requiring judicial oversight when disputes arise
concerning beneficiary rights.

2. Equitable Jurisdiction Over Trust Matters

e The Beaufort Court of Common Pleas holds exclusive equity
jurisdiction in trust matters, authorizing it to intervene when
beneficiaries face imminent harm due to fraudulent actions or
fiduciary breaches.

e Equity demands that procedural barriers be set aside when
necessary to safeguard the interests of an aggrieved trust
beneficiary, particularly when unlawful coercion threatens
financial security and well-being.

3. State and Federal Protections for Beneficiaries

PETITIONER’S PETITION FOR THE WRIT TO STRIKE RESPONDENTS’ MOTIONS TO DISMISS AND
DEMAND FOR THE LAWFUL ENTRY OF DEFAULT JUDGMENT Page 7 of 19
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e The Social Security Trust Fund (42 U.S.C. § 401) operates as a
fiduciary trust, ensuring that benefits and related trust funds
cannot be misallocated, reassigned, or fraudulently diverted.

e The Numident System records each individual's Social Security
account, confirming their status as an authorized holder and
beneficiary of designated trust funds.

o Courts have the duty to prevent any entity from unlawfully
interfering with the beneficiary’s financial entitlements, especially
when fraud, deception, or undue influence is involved.

FACTUAL GROUNDS FOR COURT ACTION:
1. Fraudulent Misrepresentation in Court Proceedings

e Attorney John R. C. Bowen knowingly misled the Court in Case No.
2018-CP-07-00793 by falsely attributing ownership of the shrimp
boat "Papa Grace" to Petitioner, despite documented evidence
proving Leonard Craig White was the sole owner.

o The fraudulent misrepresentation led to an unjust judgment against
Petitioner, resulting in an unlawful claim against her trust-related
proceeds.

3. Coercion and Duress Against the Beneficiary
e Attorney Bowen and Attorney McKeithan’s paralegal Saralyn

O'Leary did use the undue influence as attorney and paralegal to

PETITIONER’S PETITION FOR THE WRIT TO STRIKE RESPONDENTS’ MOTIONS TO DISMISS AND
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intimidate and coerce Petitioner into relinquishing her rightful trust
distribution under false pretenses, threatening to halt the sale of the
White Family Trust property unless she complied.

e Such coercion constitutes undue influence and violates state and
federal protections against the exploitation of trust beneficiaries.

3. Failure of Attorney Kori Brett McKeithan to Report Professional
Misconduct

e Despite receiving clear evidence of Attorney Bowen’s fraudulent
actions, Attorney McKeithan failed in her professional obligation
under Rule 8.3 of the South Carolina Rules of Professional Conduct
to report the misconduct.

o Her failure to act enabled ongoing financial harm to Petitioner and
obstructed the rightful administration of trust-related assets.

RELIEF REQUESTED:
1. A court order nullifying any fraudulent or coerced agreements affecting

Petitioner's trust rights.

2. A temporary restraining order preventing attorneys Bowen and

McKeithan from interfering with the trust disbursement.

3. A mandate that attorney McKeithan proceed with the disbursement
without undue influence from Attorney Bowen, ensuring that trust assets
are allocated lawfully and equitably.

PETITIONER’S PETITION FOR THE WRIT TO STRIKE RESPONDENTS' MOTIONS TO DISMISS AND
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4. A formal judicial inquiry into the fraudulent court proceedings and
disciplinary actions against attorneys Bowen and McKeithan.

5. A waiver of strict procedural filing requirements to allow the Court
to sua sponte intervene in protection of Petitioner, in harmony with the

principles of equity and the protections afforded to trust beneficiaries

under state and federal law.

CONCLUSION:

The Court has the fiduciary duty to safeguard trust beneficiaries from

i fraudulent actions, undue influence, and wrongful takings. Petitioner, an 82-
‘ year-old sui juris beneficiary, respectfully demands immediate judicial
intervention to prevent irreparable harm and to uphold the integrity of trust
administration in THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS FOR BEAUFORT

COUNTY, SOUTH CAROLINA.

Respectfully Requested 77&“){ Demanded on the 25 day of March,

By: [ XLl g bl /{_ JS'
Geraldine White, the sui juris living beneficiary of the
GERALDINE WHITE trust misidentified in
Beaufort Court of Common Pleas Case No. 2018-CP-07-00793

PETITIONER’S PETITION FOR THE WRIT TO STRIKE RESPONDENTS’ MOTIONS TO DISMISS AND
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Exhibit A

The true and exact copy of the emailed letter from beneficiary Rosa White
Cromwell to “Whom It May Concern”, “/ Rosa White Cromwell, in an
attempt to help my struggling nephew Craig gave as an outright loan to him.
The loan in the amount $40,000.00 was made in July 2018 without hesitation to
purchase a shrimp/fishing boat.” “Craig repeatedly stated to anyone who
would listen, that he had permission from Tanya Hudson to tie his boat at the
Hudson’s Dock because on the impending Hurricane. On Hilton Head, we help
each other in times like this.” This is exculpatory evidence that attorney John
R. C. Bowen obstructed from the Court.

Rosa White Cromwell
P.O. Box 2755 Kingshill

St. Croix, USVI 00851

TO: whom it May Concern
FROM: Rosa White Cromwell
RE: Boat Purchase for Leonard Craig White aka Craig

DATE: February 19, 2025

| Rosa White Cromwell, in an attempt to help my struggling
nephew Craig gave an outright loan to him. The loan in the
amount of $40,000.00 was made in July 2018 without
hesitations to purchase a shrimp/fishing boat. Craig was in
need of help to get on his feet economically. | listened to
Craig’s plans and heartfelt desire to get on his feet and decided
to help him in any way that | could. Through much telephone
conversations with Craig and listening to his deep heart desire
to continue in his gifted profession, “1% class fisherman®, |
could do nothing more than HELP him. realizing that Craig
stood out among his fellow fishermen as a “1% class boat’s
man”; he needed a chance.

Craig was not established, had no credit record or money, he
asked his aunt Geraldine (Gerri) White to help him. Gerri

agreed to help Craig by signing over the money for the
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Exhibit B

purchase of the boat. Gerri had no money, | sent Gerri the
money for the boat; we were honestly trying to help Craig.
Neither Gerri or Rosa stood to gain anything from Craig’s fishing
adventure, we simply wanted to help a struggling young man
with great potentials in his chosen profession get ahead.

Please understand that the Hurricane that came through Hilton
Head Island in September of 2018 was an act of God,
destroying Craig’s boat and shattering his dreams. To date, we
are unsure where the boat finally rested, out to sea or where.
Craig is no longer with us and his voice is silent today, however,
Craig repeatedly stated to anyone who would listen, that he
had permission from Tanya Hudson to tie his boat at the
Hudson's Dock because on the impending Hurricane. On Hilton
Head, we help each other in times like this. Knowing Craig, |
honestly feel that he would not have placed his boat on
anyone’s property without permission for he was respectful of
persons and their property.

{ ask that we all realize that Hurricanes are natural acts that
none of us stand in control of and remember that we help each
other in times of need not destroy each other.

Respectfully,

Rosa White Cromwell
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Exhibit C

The true and exact copy of the notarized Bill of Sale for the Shrimp Boat
purchased by Geraldine White as the special disbursement agent with funds
from the Rosa White Trust for the sole benefit of Leonard Craig White who
was the actual owner of the shrimp boat called “Papa Grace”. This is

exculpatory evidence that attorney John R. C. Bowen obstructed from the
Court.

Bill of Sale
I, Joseph M Grimes do hereby sell to:

__1{ 1 3 G el tdene

L it
g < f\-_-._ s 4

- oo § s
LEr iy ot o
s i . i

. - qu—.
s —— 2o o

a 2005 35ft Wood Vessel Hull I.D.
No. NCZ42985C205 with Georgia
Registration # GA 0378 LP

AS IS NO WARRANTIES
Date: = /- &
Cash Amount: $

Seller Signature: ... g s: =
g g
Purchaser Signature:’ !..c.... .

— i

Sworn and Subscribed 10 me this day Al of
¢ R

. v o i W
. SfE oo Pk
L ] ..._'-—-.—-—' it s — — ——
Wﬁv Fablic L
- ety 15 -
My Comimsson Expires = VA I Y R

PETITIONER’S PETITION FOR THE WRIT TO STRIKE RESPONDENTS’® MOTIONS TO DISMISS AND
DEMAND FOR THE LAWFUL ENTRY OF DEFAULT JUDGMENT  Page 130f 19





Exhibit D

The true and exact copy of Attorney John R. C. Bowen’s email to Saralyn
0’Leary and Joseph DuBois stated, “Ms. White is confused. There are no
‘terms’ with which she can agree, and the property cannot be sold

unless/until we are paid.” This is exculpatory evidence that attorney John R.
C. Bowen obstructed from the Court.
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Exhibit E

The true and exact copy of Formal Request to Report Professional
Misconduct, Accept Appointment as Trustee ad Litem, and Facilitate
Return of Unlawfully Taken Funds sent to the Koribrett’a libertvoaklaw.com
to the attention of Kori Brett McKeithan (S. C. Bar No .72846)

GERALDINE WHITE

141 Lamotte Drive, #FA3
Hilion Head Island. SC 29926
H43 681 1947

March 19, 2025

ATTORNEY KORI BREIT MUKEITHAN
fn Care Of:  Liberty Oak Law Firm, L1LC
71 Lighthouse Road Ste 230
Hiltor: Head Island. SC 29928
843 671 5330
Attention:  Rori Breu McKelthan Bar No 72846
Faariooear b ps vagied g €

Subject. Formal Request to Report Professional Misconduct, Accept Appolntment a3
Trustee ad Litem. and Facllitate Return of Unlawfully Taken Funds

Dear Anorney McRelthan,

1. Geraldine Whire, formally request that you, Kuri Breu M Keithan. fulfill your professional
obligation as a South Carolina attorney (Bar No. 72846) o repon antomey john R.C. Bowen (Bar
No. 794 for professional misconduct under Rule 8.3

Attogney John R.C. Bowen did engage in dishanest and deceptive conduct by misteading spechal
clrcuit court judge Marvin H. Dukes, B when “XNe apprearande was made by defendant
Geraldine White or defendant Crang Whiee” dunng the Jamages hearmg held on August 21,
2018. In the Beaufon Court of Common Pleas. Beaufort ¢ ounty, South Carolina, under Case Na.
2018 CP 07 00793 to improperly secure the ORDER OF JLDGMENT against me. Geraldine
White. deceptively presented as the GERALDINE WHETE AND CRAIG WHI 1E a5 evidenced
hy the statemen ~According to the pleadings. the 35° baat is owned by Geraldine White and
the Captaln and manager in control of the vessel was Cralg White who brought it to
plainefl-s dock”

Subsequently, attorniey john B, C. Bowen. in collusion with the Benny Hudson Seafood
Corporation president Barbaca tudson and athers used this fraudulens judgment and the
statement of paralegal Sarulyn O Leary, = JF T desi T 56gn the documents Hmag v percenlaie
over 10 L AUGHLIN AND BOWEN. [ woold delav or halt the sahe of the propeity’” W Coerce me
to sign over and transfer of my rightful share  $15.665.73  from the sale of WHILE family
1rust property to Laughlin and Bowen around January 8. 2025.

This undue influence did occur ar Liberty Oak Law kim. LLC and Iy set 10 be further executed
again in the amoum of $129,074.16 as the ESTIMA TED Geraldine White Judgmens Pavolt 1o
Laughlin and Bowen on March 24, 2025 according to the ALTA Combined Settlement
Statement.

tar el Regquest o Hepast Prufeisional Mivcondust a1 01 8
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Attorney John R. C. Bowen's email to Saralyn O'Leary on March 10, 2025

| I R IR L G B At Lits | SR L N T
Sent: Morday Naeck 110 26 1T RT AN

To: Saratyr O'iran, - wgtalye i 2 Gty aalaa tom s
Cor hatar vngde cansan Uaeghil ardiraen s o e
Subject »f ot L ATy

Importance: 1

Sarhe
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(n light of these actions. | demand that you. Rori Bren Mc Keithan, take the following steps

1. Report Attorney John R. C. Bowea's Misconduct: Fulili your ethical duty under Rule
8.3 by reporting attorney John R. C. Bowen's deceptise vunduet to all of the appropriate
professional authorities.

e

Facilitate the Return of Misappropriated Funds: [ake action 1o recorer the
$15.665.73 untawfully taken from my rust distribution and ensure its return s iag
ceniified check payable to me, Geraldine White.

3. Accept Appointment as Trustee ad Litem: As “the trust cannol he without & trosiee’, |
request that vou assume this role 1o safeguard my interests. conduct the full truss
accourring, and rectify all financial misappropriations linked 10 Case No. 2018-CP 07
HKi793.

4. Invoke Legal Protections Against the Fraudulent Judgment. 1ake immediate tegal
steps to prevent enforcement of the fraudulent order of judpment against me. Geraldine
W hite. including.

e Filing the Motion to \ acate the judgment under Rule 60{b} for fraud and
misrepresentation.

s Requesiing the Stay of Enforcement 1o halt any further financial transactions.

o Secking an Injunction or Iemporary Restraining Order (TR 10 prevent further
cocecion and fund transfers.

Fermal Request to Report Professional Miscondwt Pap2ald
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o Initiating the full trust and estate [Higation review to safeguard my beneficiary
rights and ensure proper fiduciary management.

o Reporting ethical violations to the South Casolina Office of Disclplinary Counsel
and patential criminal fraud investigation with the South Carolina Atiomey
General's Otfice for frand and financial exploitation of a vulnerable adult

The fraudulent judgment oblained by attomey John R. C. Bowen misrepresents material facts
and has led to linanclal harm. His statement  “According to the pleadings. the 35 boat is owned
by Geraldine White” 15 baseless and unequivoralty false. Given the gravity of these actions. 1
uege vou 1o act swiftly and decisively in fulfilling your ethical and legal obligations.

1 appreciate vour prompi artention to this urgent marter Kindly send the email confirmation of

this formal request o - e e and provide the meline for the necessary
actions o be taken.

Kespectfully Requested.

By o ‘
Geraldine White, the living beneficiary of the

GERALDINE WHITE trust misidentifled in

Beaufort Court of Common Pleas Case No. 2008 CP 07 00793

Notary Acknowledgment:
Stateof e om g
County of
Onthis  _dayol ., 2025, before me, the undersigned Notary

Public. personally appeared Geraldine White. who proved 1o me on the basis of satisfactory
evidence w be beneficiary of the GERALDINE WHITE trust whose name is subscribed to this
document and acknowledged that she executed it het auinorized capacity as the living
beneficiary of the GERALDINE WHITE trust named herein.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF. | hereunto set my hand and official seal.
Notary Public Signature
Printed Nanw

My Commission Expires:

. True and exact copy of the notarized Bill of Sale for the Shrimp Boar purchased
by Ceraldine White for the benefit of Leonard Craig White

: A copy of this Formal Request to attoruey Korl Brett McKeithan shall be
sent to the Clerk of the Beaufort Court of Common Pleas and the Clerk of the South
Carolina Supreme Court and the South Carolina Attorney General and the United States
Attorney General's Office for the District of South Carolina

Fesmal Hequest to Repart Professlonal Misconduat a3 4
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Bill of Sale

I, },oseph M Grimes do hereby sell to:

a 2005 35ft Wood Vessel Hull I.D.
No. NCZ42985C205 with Georgia

Registration # GA 0378 LP

AS 1S NO WARRANTIES
Date: - .

Cash Amount: $

Seller Signature: .« 5 -

—
\ : 1
Purchaser Signature; "\ ' ... 4

_-;'.:..

ot
. - 2 i |
Saa and Subwabur T M s gy T ! Lt |
T AT PE PR .
iy o i i - i oA\ g
Gotapw Public "0
- , .
My LoMmmason krpges 4 0 Y
;

Formal Request (o Hepert Profeasional Missendut Par §0id
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Exhibit ¥

The true and exact copy of the email response from of Kori Brett McKeithan
(S. C. Bar No .72846) sent to from koribrett( libertyoaklaw.com to the
attention of Geraldine White <whitegeraldine9 1/ gmaii.com>,
cocepibegon.net <gocepie begoy net>, odemallid secourts.org
<odcemail@sccourts.org>, agsecurities discag.gov <agsecurities{scag.gov>

From: Kori Brett McKeithan <koribrett/a libertycaklaw.com>

Date: Thu, Mar 20, 2025 at 2:47 PM

Subject: RE: Formal Request to Report Professional Misconduct

To: Geraldine White <whitegeraldine91 (@email.com>, coccpi@bcgoyv.net
<cocepd beooy net>, odemaili@ sceourts.org <odemalliil seeourts. ore>,
Jesecuritios d scag.gov <agsecuritiesi! scag.gov>

Good Afternoon, Ms. White,

Thank you for your message. To clarify, I have not been retained by you to
report your allegations of professional misconduct and, accordingly, have no
authority to do so.

It does appear you have copied relevant offices on this correspondence who
may be able to assist you.

Thanks again and enjoy your afternoon,

Kori Brett McKeithan, Esquire
LIBERTY OAK LAW FIRM, LLC
71 Lighthouse Road, Suite 230
Hilton Head Island SC 29928
phone: 843.671 5550

fax: 888.676.0445
koribreti@libertyoakiaw .com
www.iibertyoakiaw.com
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Office of the Clerk of Court

WBeaufort County
Post Office Drawer 1128
Beaufort, South Carolina 29901-1128
(843)255-5050
Jerri Ann Rosenean
Clerk

From: Clerk of Court, Beaufort County, South Carolina

Case Number:

The enclosed document is being returned for the following reason(s)

—— The document is not signed / notarized.

_,L/ The filing fee is insufficient. The amount needed is $5.0°

_../; This document is a copy. We must have an original.

__M:_ Personal checks not accepted. Money Order/Cashier’s Check are acceptable.

Morvey am,\mfc,o:;‘nlgr—‘b el Padabletes:
/___ Please remit payments to Beaufort County Clerk of Court.

—_ Your check must be signed.

There is not a case listed in our system that matches this caption.
_____Therequired new case coversheet is not included. (SCCA/234)-(03/2016)
__[ The required motion/order coversheet is not included. (SCCA/233-(11/2003)
— Therequired Form 4C coversheet is not included. (SCRCP Form 4C)-(03/2013)

E-Filing is mandatory for Beaufort County as of 12/6/2016. Please refer to
www.sccourts.org for instruction on e-filing.

Copy fee required ($0.50 per page). See S.C. Code Ann. §30-4-30(b). Please
include a self-addressed stamped return envelope with your fee. Amount due $

Other:

Please make the necessary corrections and return this document for filing. Thank y ou for

your assistance.
Staff initials: X Date: 327 2635






THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS FOR BEAUFORT COUNTY, SOUTH
CAROLINA

Geraldine White, sui juris beneficiary
Petitioner,

V.
John R.C. Bowen, attorney using South Carolina, Bar No. 791

to represent Benny Hudson Seafood Corp president Barbara Hudson
Respondent#1

Kori Brett McKeithan, attorney using South Carolina Bar No. 72846 (

.

to act as trustee to disburse the proceeds from the sale of the White Family Trug:_’\
property, U
Respondent #2 Tuss

0 W |- AVH S

LS

CASE NO.: 2025-CP-07-00718

PETITIONER’S COMBINED MOTION TO STRIKE DEFENDANTS’ MOTION
TO DISMISS AND FOR ENTRY OF DEFAULT JUDGMENT

COMES NOW, Geraldinc White, sui juris beneficiary, hereby certify that a true
copy of the PETITIONER’S PETITION FOR THE WRIT TO STRIKE
RESPONDENTS’ MOTION TO DISMISS AND DEMAND FOR THE LAWFUL
ENTRY OF DEFAULT JUDGMENT has been served on the above named
Respondents and thier law firm by clectronic media via email address and/or mailed by
depositing in the United States Postal Service with proper postaged to addresses listed
below:

Attorneys for Defendant John R.C. Bowen

Kara S Grevey Bar No.12084 Kori Brett McKeithan Bar No.72846, Pro Se
D.Jay Davis, Jr. Bar No. 101742 71 Lighthouse Road Ste. 230

Charleston, SC 29402 Hiltion Head Island, SC 29928
kgrevey@ycrlaw.com KoriBrett@libertyoaklaw.com

jdavis@ycrlaw.com

W
843-67}75550 .
843-724-6602 /Z 4 %
/ r
Respectfully submitted, v,flédm_.ﬂ-—
Geraldine White, sui juris beneficiary
141 Lamotte Drive #A3
Hilton Head Island, SC 29926

May 1, 2025 843-681-3947

|
|
&





STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA

COUNTY OF F)e%a ) Fo d’

G)ewa\d[ng while sui yues
(] Plaintiff " oeNebie ar\/

V.
Tehn 2.C. bowen, et ol
[JDefendant.  Ag, No® +9 |

Plaintiff’s Attorney: - e . | Defendant’s Attorney:
evaldine U_)\r\r\—ﬁ %%J%‘.S ben “P'U“‘}’ Lavg S (rev ey _BarNo. | 208 i
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b eco)l s, S 2a492k Chadeskn . S 2a40 2.
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e-mail: G\ 1o c whde ] @rdmacl i, | email: Laceyey Crlg ubew (OX
[ TMOTION HEARING REQUESTED (attach written motionand complete SECTIONS I and I11)
‘g’fORM MOTION, NO HEARING REQUESTED (complete SECTIONS II and III)
[ 1PROPOSED ORDER/CONSENT ORDER (complete SECTIONS II and III)

SECTION I: Hearing Information

wntie Cour FCO{V\ MUN p!éfg

CASE NO.
2025 .cl .pF - 00t

MOTION AND ORDER INFORMATION
FORM AND COVER SHEET

e e N Nt et Nt St N Nt Nt

Nature of Motion:
Estimated Time Needed: Court Reporter Needed: [ 1YES / [INO

SECTION II: Motion/Order Type iy

ritten motion attached M &
(] Form Motion/Order ,) S <A
1 hereby move for rgli set fo}/in the attached proposcct%@é?g %
i ="
Mo $5204S
Sign Defendant IDafe submitied
__ SECTION III: Motion Fee ey -
SFAD - AMOUNT: B 25 ST w
] EXEMPT: [ Rule to Show Cause in Child or Spousal Support LA
(check reason) [] Domestic Abuse or Abuse and Neglect
] Indigent Status [] State Agency v. Indigent Party
[] Sexually Violent Predator Act [] Post-Conviction Relief

(] Motion for Stay in Bankruptcy
] Motion for Publication ] Motion for Execution (Rule 69, SCRCP)

[C] Proposed order submitted at request of the court; or,
reduced to writing from motion made in open court per judge’s instructions
Name of Court Reporter:
[7] Other:
JUDGE’S SECTION
] Motion Fee to be paid upon filing of the attached
order. JUDGE
[ Other:
CODE: Date:
CLERK'’S VERIFICATION
Date Filed:
Collected by:
[] MOTION FEE COLLECTED:
"] CONTESTED -~ AMOUNT DUE:

D

American LegalNet, Inc.
www,USCourtlForms.com
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FORM MOTION, NO HEARING REQUESTED (complete SECTIONS II and III)

[[] PROPOSED ORDER/CONSENT ORDER (complete SECTIONS II and III)
SECTION I: Hearing Information

Nature of Motion:
Estimated Time Needed: Court Reporter Needed: [IYES / [ INO
SECTION II: Motion/Order Type

ritten motion attached

4

] Form Motion/Order -
1 hereby move for rfliof or action by the court ag set in the attached proposed order.

[ St alllom s, May |, 625
Signature of Attorney for (\APlaintiff / [ |Defendant Date submitted
_ SECTION III; Motion Fee ~
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[] Other:
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[] Other:
CODE: Date:
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Date Filed:
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] MOTION FEE COLLECTED:
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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA ) INTHE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS
)
COUNTY OF BEAUFORT ) FOURTEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
GERALDINE WHITE, ) CASE NO. 2025-CP-07-00718
)
PLAINTIFF, )
) DEFENDANT JOHN R.C. BOWEN’S
VS, ) RESPONSE TO PLAINTIFF’S “PETITION
) FOR THE WRIT TO STRIKE
JOHN R.C. BOWEN AND KORI BRETT ) RESPONDENTS” MOTIONS TO DISMISS
MCKEITHAN, ) AND DEMAND FOR THE LAWFUL
) ENTRY OF THE DEFAULT JUDGMENT?”
)
DEFENDANTS. )
)

TO: PRO SE PLAINTIFF GERALDINE WHITE:

Defendant John R.C. Bowen (“this Defendant™ or “Mr. Bowen™), by and through his

undersigned counsel, hereby responds to pro se Plaintiff Geraldine White's (“Ms. White” or

“Plaintiff”) “Petition for the Writ to Strike Respondents’ Motions to Dismiss and Demand for the
Lawtul Entry of the Default Judgment™ (hereinafter, the “Petition 1o Strike™). Contrary to Ms.
White’s assertions in her Petition to Strike, this Defendant is not in dcfault, as no responsc was
required to Ms. White’s Petition for Ev Parte Emergency Equitable Injunctive Relief (the “Ex
Parte Petition”) — let alone a responsc within thirty days. As further cxpounded on below, Ms.
White’s request to have this Defendant placed in default is procedurally inappropriatec and not
supported by the South Carolina Rules of Civil Procedure.

FACTUAL AND PROCEDURAL BACKGROUND

Ms. White commenced this matter on March 24, 2025, via the filing of a Summons and
Petition for £x Parte Emergency Equitable Injunctive Relicf. (Exhibit A.) In the Civil Action
Coversheet, for “Nature of Action, she checked the box “Other” under “Administrative

Law/Relief” and handwrote, “action for relief in equity and not in law.” /4. This Ex Parte

[15
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Petition alleged immediate and irreparable harm; likelihood of success on the merits; no
adequate remedy at law; public interest; and exceptional circumstances Justifying ex parte relief.
Id.

Ms. White’s Ex Parte Petition requested “sua sponte™ relief in the form of the following:
(1) a temporary restraining order (“TRO™) preventing Mr. Bowen and co-Defendant McKeithan
from interfering with the disbursement of proceeds from the White Family Trust sale; (2) an
Order to stay the enforcement of the Order of Judgment against Ms. White, previously obtained
by this Defendant on August 21, 2018 and to declare allegedly-coerced or fraudulent agreements
void and unenforceable:; (3) an Order directing co-Defendant McKeithan to proceed with the
disburscment without interference from this Defendant; and (4) an immediate hearing for further
cquitable relief. See id. To date, Ms. White has never actually filed a Summons and Complaint.

Less than thirty days later, on April 23, 2025, this Defendant filed a Motion to Dismiss'
the Ex Parte Pctition because Ms. White is cssentially asking a new judge to enter an order
setting aside an order of another trial court Judge (Judge Marvin H. Dukes, I11), which is
manifestly inappropriate. In fact, no response was required to Ms. White’s Ex Parte Petition. On
May I, 2025, Ms. White filed her Petition to Strike and now claims this Defendant should be
deemed “in default™ for lack of proper service of the Motion to Dismiss.

LEGAL STANDARD

Pursuant to Rule 3, SCRCP, “A civil action is commenced when the summons and
complaint are filed with the clerk of court if the summons and complaint are served within the
statute of limitations in any manner prescribed by law[.]” A defendant then shall serve his

answer within 30 days after the service of the complaint upon him. Rule 12(a), SCRCP.

Or in the Alternative, Motion for Summary Judgment.
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Unlike a Summons and Complaint, a Petition for a TRO is governed by South Carolina
Rule of Civil Procedure 65(b), which provides: “No temporary restraining order shall be granted
without notice of motion for the order to the adverse party unless it clearly appears from specific
tacts shown by affidavit or by a verified complaint that immediate and irreparable injury, loss or
damage will result to the applicant before notice can be served and a hearing had thercon.” The
granting of temporary injunctive relicf is within the sound discretion of the trial court. Zabinski
v. Bright Acres Assocs., 346 S.C. 580, 601, 553 S.E.2d 110, 121 (2001).

Finally, under Rule 55(a), the clerk shall record an entry of default only when a party
fails to plead or otherwise defend. See SCRCP 55(a). A party requesting judgment by default is
not cntitled to one as of right: rather, it is solely within the sound discretion of the trial judge.
Ricks v. Weinrauch, 293 S.C. 372, 375, 360 S.E.2d 535, 536 (Ct. App. 1987).

ARGUMENT

This Decfendant is not in default for the following reasons: (1) Ms. White has never
served this Defendant with a filed Summons and Complaint, which would trigger a thirty-day
response deadline; and (2) this Defendant was not required to respond to Plaintift’s filed Ex
Parte Petition (secking a TRO) within thirty days, or really at all. Accordingly, Plaintiff’s
Petition to Strike should be denied.

1. This Defendant Was Never Served with a Summons and Complaint.

Ms. White claims that this Defendant is in default because she was not served with this
Defendant’s Motion to Dismiss the Ex Parte Petition within 30 days. However, this Defendant
has never been served with any filed Complaint but instead only a filed Ex Parte Petition for
emergency injunctive relief. Importantly, Ms. White has never served this Defendant with any

filed Summons and Complaint that would trigger a 30-day deadline to serve her with a response.
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The South Carolina Rules of Civil Procedure plainly state that a summons and complaint shall be

filed to commence a civil action and then served on a defendant. Rules 3, 5(d), SCRCP. Under

Rule 12(a), SCRCP, a defendant must serve his answer within 30 days after the proper service of

the complaint upon him.

It is undisputed in this casc that Mr. Bowen has yet to be served with a filed complaint or
cven a complaint at all. Without a filed and served complaint, there is no responsive deadline
triggered at all.  Accordingly, this Defendant has not run afoul of /s service and filing deadlincs,
as Plaintiff claims. Any failure to serve his Motion to Dismiss on Ms. White within thirty days is
irrelevant and not a lawful basis to put this Defendant in default.

IL. There Is No Deadline to Serve a Response to a Petition for Ex Parte Relief.

As to the Ex Parte Petition, Plaintiff contends that this Defendant should be placed in
default because she was not served with Mr. Bowen’s Motion to Dismiss the Ex Parte Petition
within thirty days. She posits, incorrectly, that this Defendant was properly served with a
Summons and Complaint on March 24, 2025. (See Petition to Strike, at 9 2.) Instead, as
explained above, the only filed documents that this Defendant has been mailed (on March 25) is
a Summons and Petition for Ex Parte Emergency Equitable Injunctive Relief,

This Defendant appeared in this action on April 23, 2025 and filed a Motion to Dismiss
Plaintiff’s Ex Parte Petition. A request for ex parte relief, however, actually contemplates that
no response will be filed. See Ex parte Lexington Cnty., 314 S.C. 220, 227, 442 S.E.2d 589. 593
(1994) (explaining that “ex parte” is a “judicial proceeding . . . taken . . . for the benefit of one
party only, and without notice to, or contestation by, any person adversely interested.”)

(Emphasis added.) The Rule concerning temporary injunctions and temporary restraining orders
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does not even provide a responsive deadline. See Rule 65(b), SCRCP (setting forth no deadlines
or timeframes to respond to a request for injunctive relief)?.

Stated differently, the South Carolina Rules of Civil Procedure do not even require a
party to respond to a Petition for Ex Parte Emergency Equitable Relief, let alone within thirty
days. See Rule 65(b), SCRCP; see also Rule 12, SCRCP (providing general timelines for
responding to pleadings and motions but with no mention of deadlines for ex parte injunctive
relicf). Rather, this Defendant could have waited until a hearing was set on the TRO and filed a
Response in Opposition at that time. To the Defendant’s knowledge, the Court has not yet set a
hearing on Ms. White’s Ex Parte Petition.

This Dctendant only moved to dismiss the Ex Parte Petition becausc it is plainly without
basis. Ms. White sccks to have a new judge stay the enforcement of an carlier Order against her,
entered by Judge Marvin H. Dukes, I on August 22, 2018. (Exhibit B.) Mr. Bowen was the

attorney who represented the party adverse to Ms. White in that carlier action (Benny Hudson

> Rule 65(b), SCRCP states in full: (b) Temporary Restraining Order: Notice; Hearing; Duration. No
temporary restraining order shall be granted without notice of motion for the order to the adverse party
unless it clearly appears from specific facts shown by atfidavit or by a veritied complaint that immediate
and irreparable injury, loss or damage will result to the applicant before notice can be served and a
hearing had thereon. Every temporary restraining order granted without notice shall be endorsed with the
date and hour of issuance; shall be filed forthwith in the clerk's oftice and entered of record; shall be
served, together with a summons and complaint in the event no summons and complaint have previously
been served in the action, upon the adverse party in accordance with the provisions of Rule 4; shall define
the injury and state why it is irreparable and why the order was granted without notice; and shall cxpire
by its terms within such time after entry, not to exceed 10 days, as the court fixes, unless within the time
so fixed the order, for good cause shown, is extended for a like period or unless the party against whom
the order is directed consents that it may be extended for a longer period. The reasons for the extension
shall be entered of record. In case a temporary restraining order is granted without notice, the motion for a
temporary injunction shall be set down for hearing at the carliest possible time and takes precedence of all
matters except older matters ol the same character; and when the motion comes on [or hearing the party
who obtained the temporary restraining order shall proceed with the application for a temporary
injunction and, it he does not do so, the court shall dissolve the temporary restraining order. On two days'
notice to the party who obtained the temporary restraining order without notice or on such shorter notice
to that party as the court may prescribe, the adverse party may appear and move its dissolution or
modification and in that event the court shall proceed to hear and determine such motion as expeditiously
as the ends of justice require.
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Seaford Corp. v. White, C/A No.: 2018-CP-07-00793). Again, this Defendant was not required
to respond to the Ex Parte Petition at all, but he did, given the egregious nature of Ms. White's
request.

Because this Defendant was not required to file and serve a response to the Ex Parte
Pctition within 30 days under the South Carolina Rules of Civil Procedure, the failure to scrve
the Motion to Dismiss within that timeframe should not be a basis to place this Defendant in
default. The procedural status of this action simply docs not warrant such an unequitable and
unsupported outcome.

CONCLUSION

This Defendant respecttully requests that the Court deny Plaintiff’s Petition to Strike, as
this Defendant is not in default for failing to serve a response to Ms. White’s Ex Parte Petition,

and for any other relief as the Court may deem proper.

CLEMENT RIVERS, LLP

By: s/ D. Jay Davis, Jr.

D. Jay Davis, Jr.

SC State Bar ID No.: 12084

Kara S. Grevey

SC State Bar ID No.: 101742

P.O. Box 993, Charleston, SC 29402
(843) 724-6602; jdavis@ ycrlaw.com
kereveylwycrlaw.com

Attorneys for Defendant John R.C. Bowen

Charleston, South Carolina

Dated: May 15. 2025

81200.0d425202#3SVD - SY31d NOWWOD - L404NV34d - Wd S5 Sl Aej 6zoz - @314 ATIVOINOYLO313

|20





STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA, )
% (" -L ) IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS
COUNTY OF DG U\ )
. . : £ A
Geveldine Uh e WBHA 26 7 538 SUMMONS
Plamtlf - ). ;
i 1.‘! r ‘.' _)L
3 foas. T Bogoern B No ?7‘]’ : ? it TILE NO. .&)ZSCP -(2-00 Zg
k—(/m Bft‘H'M(KcT“’u-’\ g MO 7'7-8':/49 )
Defendant. )

TO THE DEFENDANT ABOVE-NAMED:

YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED and required to answer the complaint herein, a copy of
which is herewith served upon you, and to serve a copy of your answer to this complaint upon the
subscriber, at the address shown below, within thirty (30) days after service hereof, exclusive of the
day of such service, and if you fail to answer the complaint, judgment by default will be rendered

against you for the relief demanded in the complaint.

%m U\[\Of# , South Carglin

/Z/ﬁ/}:;

i Plaintiff/Attorney for Plaintiff
Dated: Sl)gflv ’/'25 .

Address: I({/ Lﬁ[M(J‘LTLC’ D:,‘ij AS
Hi) don Hed Jaland, 02462,
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STATE OlF SOUTH CAROLINA

COUNTY OF BEAUFOR'T

GERALDINE WHITE.
PLAINTIFL,
VS,
JOHN R.C. BOWEN AND KORI BRETT
MCKEITHAN,
DEFENDANTS.
CERTIFIC.

) CASE NO. 2025-CP-07-00718
)

)

)

)

: CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE
)

)

)

)

)
ATE OF SERVICE

) INTHE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS

) PFOURTEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

The undersigned hereby certifies that a copy of the filed Response in Opposition to
Plaintiff's Petition to Strike and for Declaratory Judgment with Exhibits A and B and John
R.C. Bowen's Motion to Dismiss or Alter

duly served upon Pro Se Plaintiffs in this matter on May 16, 2025 by U.S. mail to the last known

address of the Plaintifl as follows:

Geraldine White
141 Lamotte Drive, #A3
Iilton Head. SC 29920

native, Motion for Summary Judgment has been
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CLEMENT RIVERS, L.LP

5

Susan S, Peterson
[Legal Seeretary
Professional Liability Group

25 Calhoun Street. Suite 400

.0, Box 993

Charleston. SC 29402

P:(843) 720-54006 | I': (843) 379-1344 | 'mail:

speterson ¢ verlaw.com
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THE BEAUFORT COURT OF COMMON PLEAS FOR
BEAUFORT COUNTY, SOUTH CAROLINA

And

STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA
IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS
FOURTEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
COUNTY OF BEAUFORT

CASE NQO.: 2025-CP-07-007)8
IN THE MATTER OF: Yol T

Geraldine White, sui juris living beneficiary
Petitioner,

Vs,

John R. C. Bowen, attorney using South Carolina Bar No. 791
to represent Benny Hudson Seafood Corp

president Barbara Hudson

Respondents #1.

And

Kori Brett McKeithan, attorney using South Carolina Bar No. 72846
to act as trustee to disburse the proceeds from the

sale of the White Family Trust property,

Respondent #2.

BENEFICIARY’S MOTION IN EQUITY FOR THE WRIT TO
MANDATE THE IMMEDIATE RETURN OF MONEY TAKEN AND
FOR THE EQUITABLE COMPENSATION AWARD AND FOR THE

STRICT ENFORCEMENT OF TRUST LAW AND ITS OBLIGATIONS
TO PROTECT THE BENEFICIARY RIGHTS

BENEFICLARY'S MOTLON IN FQUITY FOR THE WRIT TO MANDATF THE IMMEDIATE RETURN OF MONEY TAKEN Page 1 ol 6
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TO: THE HONORABLE JUDGE OF THE COURT OF COMMON
PLEAS FOR BEAUFORT COUNTY:

Petitioner, Geraldine White, the sui juris 82-year-old vulnerable adult and
named beneficiary under the White Family Trust and the Geraldine White
Trust, respectfully submits this Petition in Equity seeking this Court's
intervention and the issuance of the Writ to Mandate Immediate Equitable
Compensation to Geraldine White in the amount of Forty-Six Thousand
Nine Hundred Ninety-Seven Dellars and Nineteen Cents ($§46,997.19 USD)

paid to the Order of Geraldine White. This Petition is properly before the

a3

Court under its original and complete jurisdiction over trusts and s~ '—l

-

obligation to protect the rights of trust beneficiaries. T -
I. INTRODUCTION S

This Honorable Court received and docketed the Petitioner’s prior Qu-i-ii;"’l';imetv
equitable demand titled “Lawfid Demand for Court Intervention to Protect
Beneficiary Rights ", imely filed with the Clerk of Court around March 27,
2025, and again around May 1, 2025, under CASE NO. 2025-CP-07-00718.
Because modern courts do not permit a trust beneficiary to bring a tort
action at law against a trustee for breach of trust, this matter lies squarely in
equity, and the Court, as de facto trust protector, has a continuing obligation

to intervene to protect the rights and financial interests of Geraldine White.

BENEF)CIARY'S MOTION IN EQUITY ¥OR THE WRIY TO MANDATE THE IMMEDIATE RETURN OF MONEY TAKFN Tage Zof 6






11. JURISDICTION AND STANDING

1:

b2

LFY

This Court has exclusive subject matter jurisdiction over trusts and
trust administration under South Carolina law.

Peiitioner, as an 82-year-old vulnerable adult and named sui juris
beneficiary, possesses legal standing to seek equitable relief where her
interests in the trust corpus and distributions have been

compromised.

=

This action is brought in equity. not law, and this Honorable mert’s t—;j“;

jurisdiction is invoked under the doctrines of Lura Novit Curia (“the

-y

court knows the law”) and Quia Timet (“because he fears™),

1. FACTUAL BACKGROUND

4.

EJ'I

Petitioner has suffered quantifiable financial harm totaling $46,997.19
which is three times the actual $15,665.73 Respondent #2 Kori Brett
MecKeithan, to be taken by Respondent #1 John R. C. Bowen from the
sale of WHITE family trust property to Laughlin and Bowen around
January 8, 2025 in the office of Liberty Oak Law Firm, LLC.
Respondent #1 John R. C. Bowen did initiate the Beaufort Court of
Common Pleas Case No. 2018-CP-07-00793 against GERALDINE
WHITE AND CRAIG WHITE, to involve the White Family Trust and
Geraldine White Trust to knowingly misled the Court, to advance false

claims for estimated damages, with the intent to procure an unjust

BENEFICIARY'S MOTION IN EQUITY FOR THE WRIT 10 MANDATE T10 IMMEDIATE RETURN OF MONEY TAKEN FPagedof 6
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judgment against the Petitioner Geraldine White to engage in the
sustained pattern of dilatory litigation tactics, deliberate
misrepresentation, 1o obstruct the fair administration of justice, in
clear violation of their ethical and procedural obligations.
IV. EQUITABLE GROUNDS FOR RELIEF
7. As the sui juris living trust beneficiary, Petitioner Geraldine White

cannot seek redress for breach of trust through tort litigation, and instead
turns to equity for relief consistent with the Court’s role and tb;: ma@n

that equity will not suffer a wrong without a remedy. r

o It is very certain that the supervision of trusts is the province bj@_ﬁbxzr&qf

3o s
* ]

Thus, such actions may not be re-characterized as faw -~ '~

»

equity ...
actions: “Trusrs are, and have been since they were first enforced, within
the peculiar province of courts of equitv.” 3 A.W. Scott & W F. Fratcher,
The Law of Trusts § 197, at 188 (4th ed. 1988} (Scott). Like the carly
English courts of law, “modern courts have not permitted the beneficiary
of a trust to maintain an action at law for tort against the irustee for
breach of trust.” Id § 197.1, at 189. Consequently, “[w/here the trust
estate includes chattels and the trustee deals wrongfully with them, the
remedy of the beneficiary is hy a suit in equity, and not by an action of
trespass, trover, detinue, replevin, or case, or any other action at faw.”

8. Under well-established equitable doctrine, this Honorable Court has:

BENEFICIARY 'S MOTION TN FQUITY FOR THE WRIT TO MANDATE THE IMMEDIATE RETURN OF MONEY TAKEN Page 4 of 6
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¢ An affirmative duty to protect the rights of trust beneficiaries,
especially vulnerabie adults;
The power to enforce the return of the money taken and
compel equitable compensation where financial harm s clearly
shown;

o The duty 10 act as the trust protector where no other remedy

exists due to the legal limitations on beneficiary actions at law.

V. PRAYER FOR RELIEF

WHEREFORE, Petitioner respectfully prays that this Honorable Couﬂ;”}

1.

ko

O Gl r_‘

Issue the Writ Mandating Immediate Return of the Money&@;{m

and Equitable Compensation to Petitioner in the amount of $¢6,997 l§3
e e

USD, payable by cashier’s check from Respondent #1 John R. C.

Bowen and Respondent #2 Kori Brett McKeithan or other sources

deemed just by the Court to be paid without further delay, made

available for direct pickup from the Clerk of Court at the Beaufort Court

of Common Pleas by 2:00pm on Friday May 23, 2025;

Take mandatory judicial notice of the previously filed Quia Timet

petition titled “Lawful Demand for Court Intervention to Protect

Beneficiary Rights ' under CASE NQ, 2025-CP-07-00718;

. Make the finding of sanctionable conduct by Respondent #1 John R.

C. Bowen and Respondent #2 Kori Brett McKeithan, bring about

BENEFICIARY'S MOTION IN EQUITY FOR THF WRIT T0O MANDATE THE IMMEDIATE RETURN OF MONEY TAKEN FPrge 5 of @t

9%





Petitioner's respectful request for investigation to be lawfully referred to

the United States Department of Justice and the South Carolina Supreme
Court and the South Carolina Attorney General and the United Staies
Federal Bureau of Investigation Columbia Field Office for South
Carolina and the United States Attorney’s Office for the District of
South Carolina and the South Carolina State Ethics Commission as the
result of the ongoing history of South Carolina Office of Disciplinary
Counsel continually condoning and failing to prosecute seriouns

attorney misconduct before the Commission on Lawyer Conduct;

4. Grant such further equitable relief as justice may require, mcludmg -
protective orders, the lawful appointment of the Trustee Ad Li(em
for trustee oversight, and injunctive orders to prevent future hgrm
to the Petitioner Geraldine White; and T

5. Award costs and other incidenta) relief as this Honorable Court deems

appropriate under its equitable jurisdiction.

Respectfully Requested and Lawfully Demanded,

May 15, 2025

Geraldine White, the sui juris living beneficiary of the
GERALDINE WHITE trust that was tactically misidentified as the
GERALDINE WHITE AND CRAIG WHITE trust in the Beaufort
Court of Common Pleas Case No. 2018-CP-07-00793 which was
Deceptively and deceitfully filed by John R. C. Bowen acting as the
Artorney who did misuse South Carolina Bar No. 791 to represent
Benny Hudson Seafood Corp president Barbara Hudson
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SIGNATURE PAGE OF CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE
FOR

BENEFICIARY'S MOTION IN EQUITY FOR THE WRIT TO MANDATE,
THE IMMEDIATE RETURN OF MONEY TAKEN AND FOR THE
EQUITABLE COMPENSATION AWARD AND FOR THE
STRICT ENFORCEMENT OF TRUST LAW AND ITS OBLIGATIONS TO
PROTECT THE BENEFICIARY RIGHTS

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

This is to certify the I, Geraldine White sui juris living beneficiary service the
Defendants John R.C. Bowen and Kori Brett McKeithan by depositing a true copy of
BENEFICIARY'S MOTION IN EQUITY FOR THE WRIT TO MANDATE THE
IMMEDIATE RETURN OF MONEY TAKEN AND FOR THE EQUITABLE
COMPENSATION AWARD AND FOR THE STRICT ENFORCEMENT OF TRUST
LAW AND ITS OBLIGATIONS TO PROTECT THE BENEFICIARY RIGHTS in the
United States Postal Service receptacle with proper paid postage and/or sent via
electronic media email address below on or around May 15, 2015,

Kori Breit McKeithan Bar No. 72846 Kara S Grevey Bar No.101742
koribrett .« liberty oaklaw.com D. Jay Davis Jr 12084 P O Box 993
71 Lighthouse Rd Ste.230 Hilton Head Isle, SC 29928
Charleston, SC 29402 kgrevey(@ycrlaw.com
843-671-5550 jdavisia verlaw.com

843-724-6602
Attorneys for John R.C. Bowen
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Respectfully submitted,

May 15, 2015

/ r. / gt "
(',, s " ./ .",/
;QLLA.(‘&’.‘:; Ll A (B

Geraldine White, the sui juris living beneficiary of

the GERALDINE WHITE trust that was tactically
misidentified as the GERALDINE WHITE AND
CRAIG WHITE trust in the Beaufort Court of
Common Pleas Case No. 2018-CP-07-00793

141 Lamotte Drive #A3, Hilton Head Island, SC 29926
843-681-3947, whitegeraldine91@gmail.com
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THE BEAUFORT COURT OF COMMON PLEAS
FOR BEAUFORT COUNTY, SOUTH CAROLINA

And

STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA
IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS
FOURTEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
COUNTY OF BEAUFORT

CASE NO.: 2025-CP-07-00718

IN THE MATTER OF:

Geraldine White, sui juris living beneficiary
Petitioner,

VS.

John R. C. Bowen, attorney using South Carolina Bar No. 791
to represent Benny Hudson Seafood Corp

president Barbara Hudson

Respondents #1

And

Kori Brett McKeithan, attorney using South Carolina Bar No. 72846
to act as trustee to disburse the proceeds from the

sale of the White Family Trust property,

Respondent #2.

BENEFICIARY’S MOTION IN EQUITY FOR THE WRIT TO MANDATE
THE IMMEDIATE RETURN OF MONEY TAKEN AND FOR THE
EQUITABLE COMPENSATION AWARD AND FOR THE
STRICT ENFORCEMENT OF TRUST LAW AND ITS OBLIGATIONS TO
PROTECT THE BENEFICIARY RIGHTS

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE
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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA ) IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS
)
COUNTY OF BEAUFORT )  FOURTEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
GERALDINE WHITE, )  CASE NO. 2025-CP-07-00718
)
PLAINTIFE, )
) DEFENDANT JOHN R.C. BOWEN’S
vs. )  RESPONSE TO PLAINTIFF’S MOTION IN
) EQUITY FOR THE WRIT TO MANDATE
JOHN R.C. BOWEN AND KORI BRETT )

MCKEITHAN,

DEFENDANTS.

TO: GERALDINE WHITE, PRO SE PLAINTIFF:

COMES NOW Defendant John R.C. Bowen (“this Defendant” or “Mr. Bowen”), by and
through his undersigned counsel, and hereby responds to Plaintiff Geraldine White (“Ms.
White™)’s Motion in Equity for the Writ to Mandate the Immediate Return of Money Taken and
for the Strict Enforcement of Trust Law and Its Obligations to Protect the Beneficiary Rights (the
“pleading™), subject to, incorporating by reference, and without waiving any and all rights to
dismiss this matter per his pending Motion to Dismiss, as follows:

L Any and all allegations set forth in Ms. White’s pleading that are not specifically
admitted, qualified, or otherwise explained or denied, are hereby expressly denied and strict
proof'is demanded thereof.

2 As to any allegations set forth in Ms. White’s pleading directed at a party other
than this Defendant, no response is required. To the extent this Defendant responds to allegations
made against “the Defendants” or any other collective references to the defendants, any such

responses are being made by this Defendant as to himself only. Any and all such allegations not

N

N
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hereinafter specifically addressed in this manner are hereby answered as no response is required
by this Defendant.

3. Responding to the allegations contained in the paragraph of the pleading which
precedes “Paragraph . Introduction,” this Defendant denies the allegations in this paragraph. To
the extent that the allegations in this paragraph state and/or call for legal conclusions, no
response is required.

4. Answering the allegations in the paragraph titled “I. Introduction,” this Defendant
denies that this action is properly before the Court and respectfully denies that the Court has a
continuing obligation to intervene to protect the rights and financial interests of Ms. White. The
remaining allegations in this paragraph state and/or call for legal conclusions, which require no
response.

5 Answering the allegations in Paragraph 1 of the pleading, this Defendant asserts
that these allegations state and/or call for legal conclusions, which require no response. To the
extent that a response is required, this Defendant denies the allegations.

6. Answering the allegations in Paragraph 2 of the pleading, this Defendant asserts
that these allegations state and/or call for legal conclusions, which require no response. To the
extent that a response is required, this Defendant lacks knowledge and information sufficient to
form a belief as to Ms. White’s current age and mental capacity and therefore denies all
allegations relating to her age and status as an alleged vulnerable adult. This Defendant denies
the remaining allegations in this paragraph.

Z The allegations in Paragraph 3 of the pleading state and/or call for legal

conclusions, which require no response.
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8. This Defendant denies the allegations in Paragraph 4 of the pleading and demands
strict proof thereof.

9. Answering the allegations in Paragraph 5 of the pleading, this Defendant admits
that he filed Civil Action No. 2018-CP-07-00793 in the Beaufort County Court of Common
Pleas, as an attorney on behalf of his client Benny Hudson Seaford Corp, against Geraldine
White and Craig White. This Defendant denies the remaining allegations of Paragraph 5.

10.  Ms. White’s pleading skips Paragraph 6; therefore, no response is required.

11. Answering the allegations in Paragraph 7 of the pleading, this Defendant asserts
that these allegations state and/or call for legal conclusions, which require no response. To the
extent that a response is required, this Defendant denies that equitable relief is warranted in this
case and further denies the remaining allegations in this paragraph.

12. Answering the allegations in Paragraph 8 of the pleading, this Defendant asserts
that these allegations state and/or call for legal conclusions, which require no response. To the
extent that a response is required, this Defendant denies that equitable relief is warranted in this
case and further denies the remaining allegations in this paragraph.

13.  Answering the allegations in Ms. White’s Prayer for Relief, this Defendant denies
that Ms. White is entitled to any relief, whether equitable or otherwise; denies that she is entitled
to a writ mandating the immediate return of money taken and equitable compensation in any
amount; denies that judicial notice of her previously-filed petition is appropriate; denies that any
sanctionable conduct occurred by Mr. Bowen or Ms. McKeithan; denies that the USDOQJ, US
Supreme Court, SC Attorney General, and US FBI, US Attorney’s Office for the District of
South Carolina, and SC State Ethics Commission should investigate this Defendant; denies that

further equitable relief is appropriate; and denies that she be awarded costs or any other relief.

L3
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FURTHER ANSWERING AND FOR A FURTHER DEFENSE

4. Ms. White’s pleading fails to state facts sufficient to constitute a cause of action
upon which relief can be granted and should therefore be dismissed pursuant to Rule 12(b)(6) of
the South Carolina Rules of Civil Procedure.

FURTHER ANSWERING AND FOR A FURTHER DEFENSE

15.  This Defendant would show that, respectfully, the Court lacks jurisdiction to
resolve this matter, as it is a general principle in this state that one circuit court judge does not
have the authority to set aside the order of another, which is essentially what Ms, White is asking
this Court to do. Enoree Baptist Church v. Fletcher, 287 S.C. 602, 604, 340 S.E.2d 546, 547
(1986); see also Steele v. Charlotte, Columbia & Augusta R.R., 14 S.C. 324, 330 (1880).

FURTHER ANSWERING AND FOR A FURTHER DEFENSE

16.  This Defendant would respectfully assert that this Court lacks Jurisdiction to hear
this matter, as the probate court has excusive jurisdiction over trusts.

FURTHER ANSWERING AND FOR A FURTHER DEFENSE

17. Ms. White’s pleading should be dismissed because under well-settled South
Carolina law, an attorney is immune from liability to a third party for action taken on behalf of
his client. Gaar v. N. Myrtle Beach Realty Co., 287 S.C. 525, 339 S.E.2d 887 (Ct. App. 1986).

FURTHER ANSWERING AND FOR A FURTHER DEFENSE

18.  This Defendant would allege and show that any damages sustained by Ms. White
as alleged in the pleading, which are denied, were due to and were caused and occasioned by her

own acts of negligence, carelessness, recklessness, willfulness and wantonness.
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FURTHER ANSWERING AND FOR A FURTHER DEFENSE
19.  This Defendant would allege and show that any damages sustained by Ms. White,
which is denied, were not proximately caused by the alleged acts or omissions of this Defendant,
and the Plaintiffs’ claims should therefore be dismissed.

FURTHER ANSWERING AND FOR A FURTHER DEFENSE

20.  This Defendant would show that he exercised reasonable professional judgment
and due care at all relevant times.
FURTHER ANSWERING AND FOR A FURTHER DEFENSE
21.  Ms. White’s claims are barred by the doctrines of laches and estoppel.

FURTHER ANSWERING AND FOR A FURTHER DEFENSE

22.  Ms. White’s claims are barred by the doctrine of unclean hands.

FURTHER ANSWERING AND FOR A FURTHER DEFENSE

23.  Ms. White’s allegations assume obligations that are non-existent, not contracted
for, and/or outside any agreement or relationship of the parties.

FURTHER ANSWERING AND FOR A FURTHER DEFENSE

24.  Any alleged actions on the part of this Defendant with relation to the events
described in the pleading were justified and reasonable and in no way constitute any actionable
conduct.

WHEREFORE, having fully answered Ms. White’s pleading, this Defendant prays the

Court issue an Order dismissing this case with prejudice.
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Charleston. South Carolina

Dated: May 30, 2025

CLEMENT RIVERS, LLP

By:s Kara S_Grevey

. Jay Davis, Jr.

SC State Bar 1D No.: 12084
Kara S. Grevey

SC State Bar 1D No.: 101742
P.0. Box 993. Charleston, SC

20402

(843) 724-6602: jdanis ¢ verlaw .com

kgreveyayerlaw.com

Attorneys for Defendant John R.C. Bowen
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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA )IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS

)FOURTEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
COUNTY OF BEAUFORT )

Geraldine White,
Sui Juris Beneficiary of the Geraldine White Trust;
The Geraldine White and Craig White Trust; and

The White Family Trust,

CASE NO.: 2025-CP-07-00718

V.

John R. C. Bowen and Kori Brett McKeithan,
Respondents.

)
)
)
)
Petitioner, )
)
)
)
)

BENEFICIARY’S MOTION TO SCHEDULE AND >
HOLD THE DAMAGES HEARING TO ORDER THE™:» 3.

RETURN OF THE MISAPPROPRIATED SETTLEMENT FUNDS

2
-

95 :] Rd |2¢ W 5262

TO: THE HONORABLE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS FOR BEAUFORT COUNTY:

COMES NOW, Geraldine White, age 82, sui juris beneficiary of the Geraldine White Trust,

the Geraldine and Craig White Trust, and the White Family Trust, and respectfully requests

this Court to schedule and hold athe Damages Hearing, and issue an Order compelling the
return of Fifteen Thousand Six Hundred-Sixty-Five Dollars and Seventy-three cents
($15,665.73 USD) that was unlawfully taken from Geraldine White’s rightful share of the
White Family Trust property disbursement.
I. INCORPORATED FACTS SUPPORTING RELIEF

|, Geraldine White was wrongfully and deceptively mischaracterized by attorney John R.

C. Bowen, as the owner of the shrimp boat that was actually purchased for and solely

owned by the Craig White Trust which everyone in the family and the community knew

her now deceased nephew, Craig White, was the actual beneficiary.





2. Said shrimp boat was destroyed during Hurricane Matthew, and attorney John R. C.
Bowen and Barbara Hudson represented the estimated damages claim of over
$200,000.00 in lost revenue and accrued interest to the Court that Hudson’s Seafood
as the result of allowing the debris from the sunken vessel to block public dock access for
over a year.

3. Attorney John R. C. Bowen and Barbara Hudson conspired to knowingly misrepresent
to the Court that Geraldine White was the legal owner of the shrimp boat instead of
Craig White, the actual owner, and did mislead the Court by deceptively naming
Geraldine White as the one liable for the damages alleged by attorney John R. C.
Bowen and Barbara Hudson.

4. The investigation will show that Geraldine White, as an elderly trust beneficiary, was
not the owner of the vessel, had no responsibility for the damage caused, and never had
notice or opportunity to rebut this mischaracterization prior to the wrongful diversion of
her trust disbursement.

5. Attorney Kori Brett McKeithan, acting as the disbursement and settlement agent for
the White Family Trust, was informed by Petitioner of these material
misrepresentations and the legal ownership status of the shrimp boat but refused to
exercise her professional duty to investigate or report the wrongdoing to the Court.

6. Instead, Ms. McKeithan’s office, through her paralegal, coerced the Petitioner by stating
that if she did not agree to sign over her $15,665.73.00 share to attorney Bowen, then
none of the eleven (11) trust beneficiaries would receive their settlement because

McK eithan would cancel the entire transaction.





7. Petitioner, under duress and undue influence, signed the required forms and her funds
were diverted to satisfy a knowingly false claim created by attorney Bowen and others,
without due process or lawful adjudication.

8. Since the disbursement, Geraldine White has been continuously denied restitution of
her misdirected funds, despite multiple requests and repeated notice to Trustee
McKeithan, who has neglected and refused to act in her fiduciary capacity to protect
the trust and its beneficiaries.

II. EQUITABLE BASIS FOR JUDICIAL INTERVENTION

9. The Court of Common Pleas in Equity, sitting as the court of general jurisdiction over
trusts and estates, has the inherent duty to safeguard the rights of vulnerable adult
beneficiaries like Petitioner, who is elderly and sui juris, especially when trustees or
legal agents fail in their fiduciary obligations.

10. This Court, acting in equity and as a trust protector, bears the legal responsibility to
ensure the restoration of misdirected funds to a vulnerable and sui juris trust
beneficiary.

11. The conduct of Respondents constitutes a breach of fiduciary duty, fraud upon the
court, and coercive financial abuse of a protected class — all of which warrant
immediate judicial review and equitable redress.

12. The Petitioner’s rights arise solely out of the trust estate, and the legal remedies available
at law are inadequate under long-settled doctrine that trust beneficiaries cannot bring
tort claims against trustees for breach of trust, reinforcing that equity is the only
available forum for relief.

III. DAMAGES HEARING & EQUITABLE RESTITUTION





To schedule a hearing to determine the return of $15,665.73 misdirected from the petitioner’s
settlement share, which was wrongly diverted as a result of:

13. False and misleading representations made by Attorney John R. C. Bowen regarding
ownership of a shrimp boat;

14. Breach of fiduciary duty by Attorney Kori Brett MeKeithan, who, after notice, failed to
investigate or report the scheme, and instead coerced Petitioner under duress to sign
disbursement papers.

IV. REQUEST FOR APPOINTMENT OF TRUSTEE AD LITEM
Petitioner moves this Court to lawfully appoint a Trustee ad Litem for the limited purpose of:

15. Receiving and reviewing a full trust accounting from any and all individuals or agents

who acted or continue to act as trustees or disbursement agents over:
e The Geraldine White Trust,
e The Geraldine and Craig White Trust, and
e The White Family Trust.

16. Equity requires that a trust shall never be without a trustee, and Petitioner shows

that:
e She has not been provided any verified accounting,
e There is active dispute over the handling of trust funds,
o Trustee misconduct has been alleged and documented,
e There is no known neutral fiduciary acting on behalf of the Trust for the benefit of
the beneficiaries.
V. GROUNDS IN EQUITY AND LAW

17. This request is grounded upon:





e South Carolina Trust Code § 62-7-704(b) — the Court may appoint a trustee if
the trust lacks one.
e SC Code § 62-7-1001 et seq. — for breach of trust remedies.
e Federal Rules of Evidence 901 and 902 — requiring authentication of evidence,
especially in settlement and ownership claims;
e Maxims of Equity:
o  “Equity will not suffer a wrong to be without a remedy.”
o “A trust shall never fail for want of a trustee.”
o “Equity regards as done that which ought to have been done.”
V1. PRAYER FOR RELIEF
WHEREFORE, Petitioner prays that this Honorable Court:

1. Schedule The Damages Hearing on the Court’s earliest calendar to evaluate and
determine the full measure of equitable relief owed to Petitioner;

2. Issue an Order directing attorney John R. C. Bowen to return Fifteen Thousand Six
Hundered Sixty-Five Dollars and Seventy-three cents ($15,665.73 USD) to Geraldine
White from the diverted White Family Trust disbursement,

3. Appoint the Trustee ad Litem to receive and provide beneficiary Geraldine White the
full accounting from all the trustees of all transactions, disbursements, and all trustee
actions relating to the above-named trusts;

4. Declare that the mischaracterization of ownership of the shrimp boat was material,

frandulent, and caused unjust harm;





5. Subject all attorneys and trustees who are found to have breached fiduciary
obligations to equitable surcharge, costs, and such other relief as justice and equity
require;

6. Compel Respondents to produce all disbursement records, settlement documentation,
communications, and proof of authority related to the sale of White Family Trust
property;

7 Refer the conduct of attorney John R. C. Bowen and attorney Kori Brett
MecKeithan to the S outh Carolina Office of Disciplinary Counsel, and, the U.S.
Department of Justice for investigation under Rules 901 and 902 of the Federal Rules
of Evidence and applicable fiduciary disclosure obligations;

8. Order any other equitable relief this Court deems just and necessary to restore the
rights and dignity of sui juris beneficiary Geraldine White.

Respectfully Requested,

-

/8! % %

Geraldine White, the sui juris living beneficiary of the

GERALDINE WHITE trust that was tactically misidentified as the
GERALDINE WHITE AND CRAIG WHITE trust in the

Beaufort Court of Common Pleas Case No. 2018-CP-07-00793 which was
Deceptively and deceitfully filed by John R. C. Bowen acting as the
Attorney who did misuse South Carolina Bar No. 791 to represent

Benny Hudson Seafood Corp president Barbara Hudson

Sworn to and subscribed before me
thiso- day of Jealy , 2025.

Vnsrs [Dunreprk

Notary Public for South Carolina
My Commission Expires: ()] - 34

AFFIDAVIT OF GERALDINE WHITE
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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA JIN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS
JFOURTEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
COUNTY OF BEAUFORT )
)
Geraldine White, ) CASE NO.: 2025-CP-07-00718
Sui Juris Beneficiary of the Geraldine White Trust; )
The Geraldine White and Craig White Trust; and ) . =
The White Family Trust, ) ‘p‘r o
Petitioner, ) D =
V. ) g
John R. C. Bowen and Kori Brett McKeithan, ) ?\C;:c‘ 0
Respondents. ) e Rt
TE W
=T
CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE "

I, Geraldine White, hereby certify that I have caused a true and correct copy of the following

documents to be served on the below-named parties by U.S. Mail and/or email on the 21st day
of July, 2025:

Affidavit of Geraldine White

Formal Request for Damages Hearing
Notice of Hearing

Proposed Order
Motion to Appoint Trustee ad Litem

® @ ® @ o

Served Upon:

Attorney John R. C. Bowen Attorney Kori Brett McKeithan, Pro Se/Bar No.72846,
Kara S Grevey, Bar No:101742 71 Lighthouse Road Ste. 230
D. Jay Davis Bar No: 12084 Hilton Head Island, SC 29928

P O Box 993 843-671-5550
Charleston, SC 29402 koribrett@libertyoaklaw.com
kgrevey@ycrlaw.com

e;Zez( this 21st day of July, 2025
/sf: ! ./)..(;d{c

Geralditic White, the sui juris hvmg beneﬁmary of the
GERALDINE WHITE trust that was tactically misidentified as the
GERALDINE WHITE AND CRAIG WHITE trust in the

Beaufort Court of Common Pleas Case No. 2018-CP-07-00793 which was
Deceptively and deceitfully filed by John R. C. Bowen acting as the
Attorney who did misuse South Carolina Bar No. 791 to represent

Benny Hudson Seafood Corp president Barbara Hudson






STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA JIN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS
JFOURTEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
COUNTY OF BEAUFORT )
)
Geraldine White, ) CASE NO.: 2025-CP-07-00718
Sui Juris Beneficiary of the Geraldine White Trust; )
The Geraldine White and Craig White Trust; and )
The White Family Trust, )
Petitioner, ) .
v ; B B
b f] s o Lo
John R. C. Bowen and Kori Brett McKeithan, ) r—:\%ﬁ—s =
Respondents. ) {ZT ]
el
t:_'-; ...;.-%ﬁ'—‘; _1‘)
NOTICE OF HEARING =W S

“Aen N
- O
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that a hearing on the Formal Request for Damages Hearfrig and

Order to Return Misappropriated Trust Funds will be held before the Honorable Judge of the
Court of Common Pleas for Beaufort County at:

Beaufort County Courthouse
102 Ribaut Road, Beaufort, South Carolina 29902

DATE/TIME: Earliest Available Calendar Date — To Be Set by Clerk or Motioned
Promptly

Approximate Duration: 30—-60 minutes

This hearing will address:

® Misappropriation of $15,665.73 in trust funds from beneficiary Geraldine White;

® Allegations of fiduciary misconduct by attorneys John R. C. Bowen and Kori Brett
McKeithan;

e Petitioner’s request for equitable relief under this Court’s trust jurisdiction.

Respsctfufly submitted this/ st dg of July, 2025.
y - ]
/sl e f A A

Geraldine White, the sui juris living beneficiary of the
GERALDINE WHITE trust that was tactically misidentified as the

GERALDINE WHITE AND CRAIG WHITE trust in the
Beaufort Court of Common Pleas Case No. 2018-CP-07-00793 which was

Deceptively and deceitfully filed by John R. C. Bowen acting as the
Attorney who did misuse South Carolina Bar No. 791 to represent

Benny Hudson Seafood Corp president Barbara Hudson






STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA )IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS
YFOURTEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
COUNTY OF BEAUFORT )
)
Geraldine White, ) CASE NO.: 2025-CP-07-00718
Sui Juris Beneficiary of the Geraldine White Trust; )
The Geraldine White and Craig White Trust; and )
The White Family Trust, )
Petitioner, )
V. )
)
John R. C. Bowen and Kori Brett McKeithan, )
Respondents. )

AFFIDAVIT OF GERALDINE WHITE

I, Geraldine White, being duly sworn, depose and state under oath:

1:

I am the sui juris beneficiary of the Geraldine White Trust, the Geraldine White and
Craig White Trust, and the White Family Trust. [ am 82 years old and competent to
make this affidavit.

I was wrongfully misidentified by attorney John R. C. Bowen in proceedings before this
Honorable Court as the owner of a shrimp boat that was actually purchased and solely
owned by the Craig White Trust, for which my late nephew Craig White was the true
beneficiary and legal owner.

The shrimp boat was destroyed by Hurricane Matthew. Later, Barbara Hudson of
Hudson’s Seafood alleged that debris from the wrecked boat blocked customer access to
her commercial dock and claimed over $200,000 in estimated damages.

Attorney John R. C. Bowen knowingly and falsely represented to this Court that I, as an
individual and not as the trust beneficiary, owned the shrimp boat and was therefore
liable for those alleged damages.

On or about January 2025, my $15,665.73 share of the trust property disbursement was
coerced from me under duress by the paralegal working for trustee-attorney Kori Brett
McKeithan. I was falsely told that unless I signed the disbursement share over to

Attorney John R. C. Bowen, no other beneficiaries would receive their proceeds and the

sale of the trust property would be canceled.

At that time, [ had already informed Trustee McKeithan that I was not the owner of the
shrimp boat involved in the litigation referenced by Attorney Bowen, and that the true
owner was my nephew, Craig White, who has since passed away.

Despite my notice, Attorney McKeithan failed to investigate or prevent the
misappropriation of my disbursement, and instead enabled the use of a defective and
fraudulent order to justify taking my share.

As a result, | have suffered financial and emotional harm and continue to be denied
access to rightful trust records and accounting

1
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12.

13.

11.
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Attorney Kori Brett McKeithan, acting as the settlement and disbursement agent for the
White Family Trust, failed to investigate or report this false representation to the Court,
even after I notified her of the truth. Instead, she facilitated the misappropriation of

$15,665.73 from my settlement share, claiming it was to resolve the alleged damages
related to the shrimp boat.

10. T was told by the paralegal of attorney Kori Brett McKeithan that if I did not sign over

$15,665.73 to attorney John R. C. Bowen, then none of the other eleven (11) White

Family Trust beneficiaries would receive their funds and the sale would be canceled. This
was coercion.,

Under duress, [ signed the disbursement paperwork, and my share was taken to satisfy the
knowingly fraudulent claim created by attorney John R. C. Bowen and Barbara
Hudsen and others.

Since then, [ have made good faith efforts to recover my funds, but attorney Kori Brett
McKeithan has refused to act, despite her fiduciary duty to protect me as the trust
beneficiary.

I seek the Court’s intervention to order the return of my misdirected $15,665.73 and to

protect the remaining interests of the Trust and its beneficiaries and I now respectfully
request:

a. A full hearing on the misappropriated $15,665.73;

b. A Court-appointed Trustee ad Litem to compel full disclosure from all past
and present fiduciaries;

c. All protective equitable remedies the Court may deem appropriate.

I affirm under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct.

Sworn to and subscribed before me

Executed this 2]st day of July

/S/:

GeraldineWhite, the sui juris living beneficiary of the

GERALDINE WHITE trust that was tactically misidentified as the
GERALDINE WHITE AND CRAIG WHITE trust in the

Beaufort Court of Common Pleas Case No. 2018-CP-07-00793 which was
Deceptively and deceitfully filed by John R. C. Bowen acting as the
Attorney who did misuse South Carolina Bar No. 791 to represent

Benny Hudson Seafood Corp president Barbara Hudson

WUBON T,
this 92 day of - Su\\]] , 2025. X h,.....’?;_?,oqo,,’
g .:7"-?_-" ouN. £y wnh
T/\AJN &y\cpwv‘e Fa’f WOTAR =
Notary Public for South Cfﬁlina - 3 -;-Q-; j
My Commission Expires:{ DS WS / =,'. o, UBL) s






