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*** EXTERNAL EMAIL: This email originated from outside the organization. Please
exercise caution before clicking any links or opening attachments. ***

Ms. Kitchings,
 
Attached for filing, please find a Joint Status Report regarding Jo Ann Blackwell, et al v.
Mary Black Health System, LLC, et al, Appellate Case No. 2024-001546.  By copy of this
email all Counsel of record have been copied with same. 
 
Thank you,
 
_________________________________________________

Tracy Conte
Paralegal

1221 Main Street | Suite 1100 | Columbia, SC 29201
Office: 803.253.6877 | Fax: 803.255.8017 | map

​Visit our website at
www.parkerpoe.com​

PRIVILEGED AND CONFIDENTIAL: This electronic message and any attachments
are confidential property of the sender. The information is intended only for the use of
the person to whom it was addressed. Any other interception, copying, accessing, or
disclosure of this message is prohibited. The sender takes no responsibility for any
unauthorized reliance on this message. If you have received this message in error,
please immediately notify the sender and purge the message you received. Do not
forward this message without permission.
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THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA 


In The Court of Appeals 
__________ 


 
APPEAL FROM SPARTANBURG COUNTY 


Court of Common Pleas 
 


J. Mark Hayes, II, Circuit Court Judge 
__________ 


 
Case No. 2017-CP-42-00219 


Appellate Case No. 2024-001546 
__________ 


 
Jo Ann Blackwell, Michelene Brooks, and Samuel H. Owens, Jr., individually and on behalf of all 
others similarly situated, .............................................................................................. Respondents, 


 
v. 


 
Mary Black Health System, LLC, d/b/a Mary Black Memorial Hospital; CHSPSC, LLC; and 
Professional Account Services, Inc.,............................................................................... Appellants. 
 


 
 


JOINT STATUS REPORT  
 


 
Appellants Mary Black Health System, LLC, d/b/a Mary Black Memorial Hospital; 


CHSPSC, LLC; and Professional Account Services, Inc. (collectively, “Appellants” or 


“Defendants”) and Respondents Jo Ann Blackwell, Michelene Brooks, and Samuel H. Owens, Jr. 


(collectively, “Respondents” or “Plaintiffs”) respectfully submit this Joint Status Report in 


compliance with the Court’s March 23, 2026 Order and June 25, 2026 correspondence.  


As the Parties reported in their last Joint Status Report, dated August 20, 2026, the circuit 


court entered an order granting the Parties’ Joint Motion for Preliminary Approval of the Class 


Action Settlement Agreement on June 15, 2026 (the “Preliminary Approval Order”).  The circuit 


court’s Preliminary Approval Order certified the Settlement Class, appointed class representatives 
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and class counsel for the Settlement Class, made findings in support of preliminary approval of 


the proposed class action settlement agreement, and appointed The Notice Company as the Claims 


Administrator. Additionally, the Preliminary Approval Order established a procedure for judicial 


review and approval, including establishing deadlines for future activities in the approval process. 


The Claims Administrator has provided actual notice and notice by publication to the 


Settlement Class pursuant to the Preliminary Approval Order, in which the circuit court determined 


that the form and manner of notice meet the requirements of due process and Rule 23, SCRCP. 


The Claims Administrator mailed the notice of the proposed settlement and claim form to the 


Settlement Class Members on July 15, 2026, and the Claims Administrator has established a 


dedicated website for the settlement with the relevant documents and information.  The Claims 


Administrator is continuing to oversee and administer the claim submission and review process.   


Additionally, the circuit court has scheduled a final fairness hearing for October 27, 2026, 


and Settlement Class Members must submit any requests to speak at the fairness hearing by 


October 17, 2026. The Parties continue to anticipate that they will obtain final approval and 


dismissal of this action in 2026.     


 The parties will continue to provide this Court with status updates every 30 days—or 


sooner if events warrant. 


s/Katon E. Dawson, Jr.   
James Lynn Werner, (SC Bar No. 6029) 
Katon E. Dawson, Jr. (SC Bar No. 101167) 
Parker Poe Adams & Bernstein LLP 
1221 Main Street, Suite 1100 
Columbia, SC 29201 
(803) 255-8000 
jimwerner@parkerpoe.com 
katondawson@parkerpoe.com 
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Attorneys for Appellants Mary Black Health System, LLC, 
d/b/a Mary Black Memorial Hospital; CHSPSC, LLC; and 
Professional Account Services, Inc.  


 
s/Marghretta H. Shisko                                                             
John B. White, Jr. (S.C. Bar No. 5996)  
Marghretta H. Shisko (S.C. Bar No. 100106)  
Griffin L. Lynch (S.C. Bar No. 72518) 
John B. White, Jr. P.A. 
291 S. Pine Street  
P.O. Box 2465 (29304)  
Spartanburg, SC 29302 
jwhite@johnbwhitelaw.com 
mshisko@johnbwhitelaw.com 
glynch@johnbwhitelaw.com 
 
John S. Simmons (S.C. Bar No. 10260)  
Rachel G. Peavy (S.C. Bar No. 69397) 
Simmons Law Firm, LLC  
1711 Pickens Street 
Columbia, SC 29201 
(803) 779-4600  
jsimmons@simmonslawfirm.com 
rpeavy@simmonslawfirm.com 
 
Attorneys for Respondents Jo Ann Blackwell, Michelene 
Brooks, and Samuel H. Owens, Jr. 


September 21, 2026 
 










