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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA )      
     ) GENERAL SESSIONS COURT 

COUNTY OF ABBEVILLE   )    2024-GS-01-0416      
)
)
)
)
)

STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA, )
PLAINTIFF, )

)
vs. )   TRANSCRIPT OF RECORD   

)    
BOBBY KEITH YARBOROUGH, )

DEFENDANT. )
______________________________)

July 18, 2024
Abbeville, South Carolina

B E F O R E:

THE HONORABLE FRANK R. ADDY, JR., JUDGE.  

A P P E A R A N C E S:

WADE DOWTIN, ESQ.
Attorney for the Plaintiff

TRISTAN SHAFFER, ESQ.
Attorney for the Defendant

TARA SCOTT, Court Reporter 
Transcribed by Penny M. Johnson  
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I N D E X

(There were no witnesses called)

E X H I B I T S

(There were no exhibits submitted)
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P R O C E E D I N G S

THE COURT:  Solicitor.

MR. DOWTIN:  Thank you, Your Honor.  May it please the 

Court.  Standing before you is Bobby Keith Yarborough 

represented by Tristan Shaffer of the public defender's 

office.  Mr. Yarborough is pleading guilty to 

2024-GS-01-0416, possession with intent to distribute 

methamphetamine second offense.  And there's a 

recommendation of probation.

THE COURT:  All right.  Mr. Shaffer, you're 

representing Mr. Yarborough on this charge, which carries a 

minimum of five, maximum of 30 years.  This is a serious 

offense, but any of the time can be suspended and probation 

is, of course, being recommended.  You have reviewed all of 

this with Mr. Yarborough?

MR. SHAFFER:  We have. 

THE COURT:  Raise your right hand, please. 

BOBBY KEITH YARBOROUGH,

after being duly sworn, testified as follows:

THE COURT:  You are Bobby Yarborough?

THE DEFENDANT:  Yes, sir. 

THE COURT:  Mr. Yarborough, the charge carries up to 30 

years, minimum of five years.  They are recommending 

probation for you.  Obviously, this is classified as a 

serious offense, meaning it's one of three strikes.  If you 

5



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

4

get two more strikes for something like this or burglary or 

things of that nature, the State would seek life without the 

possibility of parole against you.  

Do you understand, sir?

THE DEFENDANT:  Yes, sir. 

THE COURT:  And are you guilty of this charge?

THE DEFENDANT:  Yes, sir. 

THE COURT:  What happened?

MR. DOWTIN:  Your Honor, on or about March 14th of this 

year, the Abbeville County Sheriff's Office made a traffic 

stop on a vehicle that was driven by Mr. Yarborough.  They, 

ultimately, ended up getting into the vehicle to search the 

vehicle and discovered what field tested as five grams of 

methamphetamine.  

Your Honor, we're recommending probation.  He does have 

multiple prior drug convictions, but the most recent one is 

from 2011.  Law enforcement said they were fine with working 

out what we did.  They understand it's going to be a strike.  

It's my understanding within his record he does have, I 

believe it's accessory after the fact to murder from back in 

'90s, so I'm pretty sure that would probably count as a 

strike, not positive.  I'm going to defer to Your Honor on 

that one.  

THE COURT:  In the 90s?

MR. DOWTIN:  Yes, sir. 
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MR. SHAFFER:  He's saying it was nonviolent, which I 

understand.  

THE COURT:  I don't know how that would have been -- I 

don't know off the top of my head if that's one of the 

strike offenses, but it could very well be.  

Mr. Yarborough, you've heard what the State alleges 

happened in March of this year.  Is what they say true, you 

were in possession of five grams of meth?

THE DEFENDANT:  Yes, sir. 

THE COURT:  And do you understand that by pleading 

guilty, you're waiving all your Constitutional rights, such 

as your right to a jury trial where they'd have to prove 

your guilt beyond a reasonable doubt.  They would try to do 

that by calling witnesses.  You and your lawyer could 

question those witnesses.  You have no burden to call your 

own witnesses or testify.  You can remain silent.  You can, 

of course, present any defenses.  If you plead guilty, 

though, you waive these rights.  

Do you want to waive these rights and plead guilty?

THE DEFENDANT:  Yes, sir. 

THE COURT:  You are happy with Mr. Shaffer?

THE DEFENDANT:  Yes, sir. 

THE COURT:  Any complaints you make against him or 

anybody else?

THE DEFENDANT:  No, sir. 
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THE COURT:  And you understand that this is -- again, 

could be your second out of three strikes, so it's real 

important to stay out of trouble and not get in trouble with 

this kind of thing or any kind of serious offense again?

THE DEFENDANT:  Yes, sir. 

THE COURT:  Mr. Shaffer.

MR. SHAFFER:  Your Honor, he only did one day in jail.  

He is a retired construction worker putting him on a fixed 

income.  This is drugs he said, apparently, left in one of 

his vehicles.  He consented to the search.  He's not trying 

to not take responsibility for it, but he's, also, asking 

the Court for minimal probation because of the fact that he 

is on a retirement income.  And if you can help him out to 

some degree by waiving some fees, that would be helpful. 

THE COURT:  Is there anything you would like to say, 

sir?

THE DEFENDANT:  No, sir. 

THE COURT:  Did you say he's retired or disabled?

MR. SHAFFER:  He's retired. 

THE COURT:  Mr. Yarborough, I followed the 

recommendation in this case.  I sentence you to eight years, 

that is suspended on the day that you've done and I'll put 

you on probation for three years.  The conditions of 

probation will be random drug testing and in the discretion 

of the probation department, they can require substance 
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abuse counseling if they think you've got a problem along 

those lines.  I've, also, indicated you can do eight hours 

of public service as well instead of having to pay your 

monthly supervision fee.  In 12 months, if you do everything 

you're supposed to do, no problems, no issues, et cetera, 

you can come off probation.  

Do you understand, sir?

THE DEFENDANT:  Yes, sir.  Thank you.

THE COURT:  You've been on probation before, I take it, 

right?

THE DEFENDANT:  Yes, sir. 

THE COURT:  You know what to expect?

THE DEFENDANT:  Yes, sir. 

THE COURT:  I wish you luck.  
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CERTIFICATE OF TRANSCRIBER

I, PENNY M. JOHNSON, do hereby certify that the 

foregoing transcript is a true and correct record of the 

recorded proceedings; that said proceedings were transcribed 

to the best of my ability from the audio recording and 

supporting information; and that I am neither counsel for, 

related to, nor employed by any of the parties to this case, 

and I have no interest, financial or otherwise, in its 

outcome.

May 14, 2026

_________________________________
Penny M. Johnson  
Transcriber 
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South Carolina Department of Probation, Parole and Pardon Services
Project Ceasefire

Offender Name: BOBBY KEITH YARBROUGH SID #: 00379430

United States Criminal Code Title 18, Section 922 (g) states:

(g) It shall be unlawful or any person--
(1) who has been convicted in any court of, a crime punishable by imprisonment for a term exceeding one year;
(2) who is a fugitive from justice;
(3) who is an unlawful user of or addicted to any controlled substance (as defined in section of 102 of the
Controlled Substances Act (21 U.SC. 802));
(4) who has adjudicated as a mental defective or who has been committed to a mental institution;
(5) who, being an alien--

(A) is illegally or unlawfully in the United States; or
(B) except as provided in subsection (y)(2), has been admitted to the United States under a
nonimmigrant visa (as that term is defined in section 101(a)(26) of the immigration and Nationality Act
(8 U.S.C. 1101 (a)(26)));

(6) who has been discharged from the Armed Forces under dishonorable conditions;
(7) who, having been a citizen of the United States, has renounced his citizenship;
(8) who is subject to a court order that--

(A) was issued after a hearing of which such person received actual notice, and at which such person
had an opportunity to participate;
(B) restrains such person from harassing, stalking, or threatening an intimate partner of such person or
child of such intimate partner or person, or engaging in other conduct that would place an intimate
partner in reasonable fear of bodily injury to the partner or child; and
(C) (i) includes a finding that such person represents a credible threat to the physical safety of

such intimate partner or child; or
(ii) by it's terms explicitly prohibits the use, attempted use, or threatened use of physical force
against such intimate partner or child that would reasonably be expected to cause bodily
injury; or

(9) who has been convicted in any court of a misdemeanor crime of domestic violence, to ship or transport in
interstate or foreign commerce, or possess in or affecting commerce, any firearm or ammunition; or to receive
any firearm or ammunition which has been shipped or transported in interstate or foreign commerce.

United States Criminal Code Title 18, Section 924 (a) states:

(2) Whoever knowingly violates subsection (a)(6), (d), (g), (h), (i), (j), or (o) of section 922 shall be fined as
provided in this title, imprisoned not more than 10 years, or both.

United States Criminal Code Title 18, Section 924 (e) states:

(1) In the case of a person who violates section 922(g) of this title and has three previous convictions by any
court referred to in section 922(g)(1) of this title for a violent felony or a serious drug offense, or both,
committed on occasions different from one another, such person shall be fined not more than $25,000 and
imprisoned not less than fifteen years, and, not withstanding any other provision of law, the court shall not
suspend the sentence of, or grant a probationary sentence to, such person with respect to the conviction
under section 922(g).  The maximum term of imprisonment under this section is life.

I am aware that in view of the above law, I am disqualified from owning or having possession of any firearms,
ammunition, or other weapons.  I understand that if I have a firearm, ammunition, or other type of weapon that I have to
disclose these to my agent this date.

I do not own or have possession of a firearm, ammunition, or weapon.
There are no firearms or ammunition at my place of residence.
I currently have a firearm and/or ammunition and will disclose this to my agent today.

Offender Signature Date Agent/OSS Date

Template 1386     (Template)     Revised 2-8-2018
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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA
IN THE GENERAL SESSIONS 

COUNTY OF ANDERSON 

The State of South Carolina, 

vs. Transcript of Record
2024-GS-04-00416

Bobby K. Yarbrough, 

Defendant. 

September 12, 2025 
Anderson, South Carolina 

B E F O R E: 

The HONORABLE R. LAWTON MCINTOSH

A P P E A R A N C E S: 

Agent Washburn, Probation

T. Matthew Bradley, Representing the defendant

SHARON G. HARDOON, CSR
Official Circuit Court Stenographer, III
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PROBATION:  Bobby Yarborough.  

     THE COURT:  How many times has Mr. Yarbrough been on 

probation?  

AGENT WASHBURN:  He has been on probation four times 

and parole one time, Your Honor.  It looks like they've been 

successfully completions. 

     THE COURT:  They have been successful, all four? 

     AGENT WASHBURN:  Yes.  All five supervision cases have 

been successful and completed up until now.   

     THE COURT:  Your recommendation is still to revoke in 

full in this case, or what?  

     AGENT WASHBURN:  We would like to see some time on this 

case because his new conviction is for the same exact same 

thing he's on probation for now, a PWID meth charge, in 

addition to, and I know Mr. Bradley is going to say the guns 

were the homeowner's, but he knowingly moved into a home 

that had weapons in violation of supervision.   

     THE COURT:  He's been there four times.  He knows.  

So he picked up one, two, three, at least three 

different charges?  

     AGENT WASHBURN:  And then he was convicted of the PWID 

by Your Honor on July 17th of this year.  You gave him a 

two-year sentence.   

     MR. BRADLEY:  It was possession, not PWID. 

     AGENT WASHBURN:  That's right, Your Honor.  It was 
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possession of meth.  It was pled down from PWID.   

     MR. BRADLEY:  And the gun charges were dismissed.   

     THE COURT:  All right.  Since he's been on this 

probation, he just keeps on picking it up and picking it up.  

It's drug induced, you think?  

     AGENT WASHBURN:  I'm looking just to see.  It doesn't 

look he's had any positive drug tests while he was on 

supervision, so I'm not sure if it was drug induced or if he 

was just selling. 

     THE COURT:  Oh, okay.  Mr. Bradley.   

     AGENT WASHBURN:  May it please the Court?  Your Honor, 

he's currently serving the two years as Agent Washburn said.  

We would ask Your Honor to consider had this done at 

the same time, it likely would have worked out a situation 

where everything was for two years.  So we're asking Your 

Honor to revoke two years and back date it to January 21, 

'25, the start date, and run concurrent.  

As I stated, the gun charges were dismissed.  

He has paid a good amount.  Not everything in full, but 

he's paid a good amount while he has been on, Your Honor.  

He was 62 years old.  He might be 63 now.

     MR. YARBROUGH:  Sixty-three next month. 

MR. BRADLEY:  Yeah, sixty-three next month.  He's 

retired.  Draws social security.  He has a high school 

diploma and an associate's degree from Greenville Tech.  And 
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he's passed all his drug tests, Your Honor, so we -- 

   THE COURT:  That just means he's selling, which is 

worse.  

I'll tell you what I'll do, I'll back date it to the 

date you said, but I'm going revoke him in full.  You serve 

the time.  You've been here four times.  I'll order ATU.  

Ten days to appeal.

  AGENT WASHBURN:  No admin monitoring? 

  THE COURT:  No. 

  AGENT WASHBURN:  Thank you, Your Honor. 

  THE COURT:  I just revoked him in full.  Back date it.

  AGENT WASHBURN:  You just said revoke in full, correct? 

  THE COURT:  I did. 

  AGENT WASHBURN:  Thank you, Your Honor. 

(The hearing was concluded.)
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CERTIFICATE OF REPORTER

   I, SHARON G. HARDOON, Official Circuit Court 
Stenographer, III for the State of South Carolina at Large, 
do hereby certify that the foregoing is a true, accurate and 
complete Transcript of Record of the proceedings had and 
evidence introduced in the hearing of the captioned case, 
relative to appeal, in General Sessions Court for Anderson 
County, South Carolina.

I do further certify that I am neither kin, 
counsel, nor interest to any party hereto. 

June 9, 2026 

______________________________
Sharon G. Hardoon, CSR
Official Circuit Court Reporter, III
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