
’

Subcontractors, Inc., successor to Standard Insulating Company, Inc. (“Standard”) 

matter in March of 2021 for Standard’s work as an insulation 

Judicial Circuit, County of Richland, South Carolina (“ ”); 

Richland, South Carolina (“ ”); 
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Standard’s corporate representatives Jay Fleet (“Mr. Fleet”) and  Frederick Judson (“Mr. 

Judson”) were deposed in the aforementioned cases.  Throughout the depositions, Standard 

performed any type of asbestos abatement work.  It appears that, based on Standard’s 

Richard Robinson (“Mr. Robinson”) was diagnosed with lung cancer on or about 

February 4, 2025.  Plaintiffs’ Original Complaint was filed in this matter on July 18, 2025 

(“ ”).
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“one of the areas largest [insulating] firms.”

Subcontractors, Inc. (“USI”).

Jay Fleet was presented to testify as Standard’s corporate representative on April 6, 

(“9/24/21 Judson Dep. Tr.”) at 64:21
, dated Apr. 6, 2021 (“Fleet Dep. Tr.”) at 25:25

The Charlotte News, “Wait May Mean Insulation Scare,” dated July 13, 1977; 9/24/21 Judson Dep. Tr., at 
16 (“Q: Would you agree with this characterization that Standard Insulating was one of the areas 

largest firms in 1977? A: Yes.”).  
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were both part of a merger that formed United Subcontractors, Inc. (“USI”) in 1998.

only things Mr. Fleet did to prepare for his deposition were read Standard’s objections to 

the deposition notice, Standard’s discovery responses, articles of merger, and interviewed 

Fredrick Judson (“Mr. Judson”), the former president of Standard.

Mr. Fleet testified that Standard was a “residential insulation company.”

when it began performing some “light commercial work.”

It wasn’t our scope of work to do that type of work. We were all residential 
insulators … 

–

49:5 (“Q: Do you know whether or not Standard Insulating ever retailed insulation or 

distribute any …”). 
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Frederick Judson was first presented to testify as Standard’s corporate 

coporate representative because “I have sixty years of experience, knowledge and 

tandard Insulating.” Mr. Judson is the son of Standard’s founder, David 

Judson’s primary job in the early 1970s was business development or sales until he moved 

live; commercial is “anything other than a residence that was not industrial.”

had relationships with general contractors for work but “the primary focus was residential 

[contractors], because that’s all we did.”
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• “the primary focus was residential because that’s all we did.”

•

• “The fact that Standard Insulating or TopBuild did not do any asbestos
– –

discovery of any documents or any volume of documents almost nil.”

Power or performed work at any Duke power plants.   He testified that starting in the “mid, 

late 1970s,” Standard began working on commercial properties for Duke.

Mr. Judson, Duke referred to Standard as “an approved residential insulation vendor” and 

•

No. And I’ll underscore the word there, power plants, that just 
wasn’t our scope of work.

• … did you sell any materials to Duke at any point in time? Is it your 
–

I don’t recall selling any materials to Duke Power per se …

, dated May 21, 2026 (“5/21/26 
Judson Dep. Tr.”) at 136:10

(“12/8/21 Judson Dep. Tr.”) at 45:1
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names and addresses of vendors who “have or may have supplied asbestos containing 

materials to Duke Power Company.”

deposition and testified that Mr. Griffith, “made a mistake” and confused 

work at industrial job sites: “All of those people on there are industrial insulation 

didn’t do it, didn’t install any of those projects.”

I’d be aware of that one and the answer is no.

…
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Mr. Judson was shown a 2001 North Carolina workers’ compensation order 

•

•

• Sometime in 1982 or 1983 Standard’s abatement crew performed work at 
Greenville, South Carolina and the decedent “helped 

where the asbestos had been removed.”

work are “incorrect” and any work with asbestos “is totally absolutely against our co

policy[.]”

Documents show Standard’s Prior Testimony is False.

In August of 2024 Standard Insulation Company of North Carolina (“SIC”) –

–

, I.C. No. 714936, dated July 25, 2001 (“WC Order”); 

121:9 (“Q: And it says, defendant employer had abatement crews which 
– I guess, based on what you’ve told me today, do you take 

–
containing insulation? A: That is incorrect. … So there’s several things in there that –
rendered, that is yesterday’s news, but I will tell you there are numerous inaccuraci

–
hygienist, who’s an independent person, and if that’s where he got exposure to asbestos, it’s 

backs. I mean, it’s just a sad situation if that’s where he contracted exposure to asbestos.”) (emphasis added). 
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Plaintiff’s counsel identified several documents showing Standard did in fact perform work 

– –

square feet of insulation “required for unit 1 steaming.”

the order was confirmed by phone with David Judson, Standard’s owner.

Circuit, County of Richland, South Carolina (“ ”).
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– – just focusing on this location because that’s what we 
–

Standard was hired to remove/abate “10 linear feet of trowelled on asbestos electrical 

conduit insulation” from the Celanese Fiber Celriver Plant in Rock hill, South Carolina.

Standard, but knew how Standard performed abatement work “because I wanted to be 

Ltr. from Robert Williams to Robert Betterton, subject: “Notification of Asbestos Abatement,” dated 

25 (“Q: Did Standard Insulating Company or USI perform any work 
at, for lack of a better term, the Celanese plant in Spartenburg, South Carolina? A: No, sir.”). 

107:15 (“Q: So I just want to make sure. So we know that –

use it did it for a couple years. You just don’t have in your 
memory or in front of you the list? A: That would be correct.”). 
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familiar with what we’re doing.”

… The owner –

airborne fiber might be …

Mr. Judson’s Testimony at the July 22, 2026 Hearing

115:2 (“Q: Now, do you have any personal knowledge as to actually how this abatement was 
– – –

to be familiar with what we’re doing ...”). 
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Yes, ma’am.

contractor on a job, you’re the one that gets paid, are you not?

A:  Yes, ma’am

A:  Yes, ma’am

Mr. Judson’s testimony at the hearing made clear he had given a second deposition, again, 
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contractors they hired, at worst, it was Standards’ subsidiaries that Standard hired to do the 

work, further illustrating the inaccuracies in Mr. Judson’s testimony.  

Plaintiff’s counsel conferred with counsel for Standard and the 

Okay. What documents did you review if you didn’t review all of them? 

– –
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located on USI’s server by searching “Standard Insulating.”

was sent to Standard’s counsel but did not have any information about what the file 

contained and doesn’t know what, if any, other search terms were performed on USI’s 
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The selection of a sanction for discovery violations is within the trial court’s 

“In determining the appropriateness of a sanction, the court should consider such 

willfulness, and degree of prejudice.” 

The South Carolina Court of Appeals previously explained “[t]he entire thrust of 

guessing game or one of surprise for either party.” 

495 S.E.2d 213, 217 (Ct. App. 1997). “Discovery sanctions are imposed to penalize those 

” 

Ltd. P’ship

While “[t]he 

the Rules.” 
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about the entire nature of Standard’s business, including testimony that Standard never 

Standard’s 

The discovery rules are designed to allow parties to prepare for trial.  Standard’s 

complete disregard for the rules has significantly prejudiced Plaintiff’s ability to prepare 

dard’s business, 

–

–

evidence is permitted a “negative inference” charge to the jury. 

this Court allow evidence of Standard’s false testimony,  

instruct the jury that it can draw adverse inferences from Standard’s false testimony, grant 

E
LE

C
T

R
O

N
IC

A
LLY

 F
ILE

D
 - 2026 A

ug 21 1:11 P
M

 - R
IC

H
LA

N
D

 - C
O

M
M

O
N

 P
LE

A
S

 - C
A

S
E

#2025C
P

4004961



scope of its business as well as the locations it performed work.  Standard’s discovery 

Okay. What documents did you review if you didn’t review all of them? 

– –

Standard’s failure to make any effort to determine what locations it supplied to 

provide complete and truthful answers to Plaintiff’s questions has resulted in sign
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•

•

•

•

•

caused by Standard’s complete disregard for the discovery rules as well as its intentional 

covery process.  Standard’s discovery 

evidence of Standard’s false testimony
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Standard’s false testimony;

’s

[JUDGE’S ELECTRONIC SIGNATURE PAGE FOLLOWS]
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Richland Common Pleas

Case Caption: Richard E Robinson vs   3M Company , defendant, et al
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