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state of South Carolina, with its principal place of business on Hilton Head Island, South
Carolina. Further, Plaintiff owns a parcel of land on Hilton Head Island located to the west of
Squire Pope Road adjacent to Skull Creek and the inland waterway upon which a docks and
related buildings are located.

2. Defendants, (hereinafter collectively*White™) are, on information and belief,
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The plaintiff, by and for its Complaint against the defendants, alleges that: %
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residents of Beaufort County, South Carolina. On further information and belief, defendant
Geraldine White is the owner of the F/V “ Papa’s Grace”, being an undolcumentcd Shrimp boat,
(herein referred to as the “Vessel”). Defendant Craig White was, at all times pertinent hereto, the
Captain in command of the Vessel and/or the Managing Agent for the owner.
3. This Court has jurisdiction over the parties hereto and the subject matter hereof .
4. On or about October 8, 2016, Craig White as Captain and/or Managing Agent for

the owner, Geraldine White, contacted plaintiff and requested to be allowed to bring the Vessel

sop





alongside the plaintiff’s dock ahead of the approaching Hurricane Matthew.

5, The plaintiff denied White’s request; however, despite this denial and in
plaintiff’s absence, White brought the Vessel alongside the plaintiff’s dock and secured it to the
dock as well as to another vessel moored at the dock.

6. The force of the hurricane, when it struck, caused the Vessel to sink causing
damage to the dock and other vessels. Following the sinking, defendants failed to mark or
remove the wreck as is required by Title 33 § 409, USCA (the Wreck Removal Act) and §50-21-
170, Code of Laws of South Carolina for 1976, as amended.

L. The Vessel remains at the space it formerly occupied making the space and
a significant portion of plaintiff’ s dock unusable by plaintiff or others.

8. Despite numerous and repeated requests and demands from plaintiff , defendants
bave failed and/or refused to remove the sunken Vessel, and it continues to remain unmarked and
a hazard to navigation and the environment.

| 9. The aforementioned acts or omissions c-)f defendants have caused injury and
damage to plaintiff.

10.  The injury and damage to plaintiff for each month of the 19 months the

Vessel/wreck has remained obstructing the dock and posing a hazard to navigation include but

are not limited to:
8. Loss of rent;
b. Loss of use;
c. Damage to the dock;
d. Loss of profit
e. Such other damages as may be proven at the trial of this matter.

11.  Plaintiff will be required to expend at least $25,000.00 for the removal of the

Vessel and repairs to the property.

Al
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FOR A FIRST CAUSE OF ACTION
(Gross Negligence)

12.  Plaintiff repeats and re alleges the allegations set forth above as if fully set forth
herein verbatim.

13.  The defendants had a duty to find a safe harbor, to follow the instructions of the
plaintiff, and to take reasonable precautions to prepare the Vessel for extreme weather and tide
conditions so as to prevent it from sinking and/or causing damage to other structures and vessels
in the vicinity of defendant’s property.

14.  The defendants had sufficient advance warning of the approach of the storm to
remove the Vessel from the area or to take other proper action to guard against the damages
posed by the approaching storm.

15.  Defendants breached that duty and were wilful, wanton, negligent and grossly
negligent in the following particulars in that they:

A. Failed to remove the Vessel to a safe harbor in the days prior to the storm;

B. Failed to properly prepare the Vessel for storm surge or high tides and
wind so as to prevent it from sinking

C. Failed to properly secure the Vessel.

D. Deliberately placed the vessel alongside plaintiff’s dock, after being
specifically denied permission to do so, where it was likely to be impacted by storm surge,
extreme tides, and wind without properly securing the vessel prior to the storm;

E. Failing to take such other reasonable precautions as would normally be

taken by a prudent person under the circumstances then and there prevailing;

F. Failing to mark or to remove the wreck following the storm as required by
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law;

G.  Violating the statutes and laws of The United States and the State of South
Carolina; and.

H. Failing in such other a;d further particulars as may be found in discover or
at trial.

12 As a direct and proximate result of defendant’s gross negligence as aforesaid, the
plaintiff has been injured and suffered damages and is entitled to recover actual and punitive
damages in such amount as may be proved at the trial, including pre-judgment interest at the
legal rate from date of the sinking through trial and post judgment interest on any amount
awarded at the trial of the matter.

WHEREFORE, plaintiff prays that this Honorable Court inquire into the matters
raised by the pleadings and pass such Order as it deems appropriate under the attending
circumstances, including but not limited to: an Order granting plaintiff judgment against
defendants jointly and severally for such actual damages as may be established at the trial of this
matter including pre-judgment interest, appropriate punitive damages, and the costs and
disbursements of this action together with such other and further relief as to the court is just.

LAUGHLIN & BOWEN, P.C.
By:_s/John R.C. Bowen

John R. C. Bowen, SC Bar# 791

Attomeys for Plaintiff

Post Office Drawer 21119

Hilton Head Island, SC 29925

Tel. (843)689-5700
Fax. (43) 689-9300

John(@laughlinandbowen.

April 16, 2018
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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA

IN THE COURT OF COMMON P
COUNTY OF BEAUFORT M KEAS

CASE NO. 2018-CP-07-

BENNY HUDSON SEAFOOD CORP
Plaintiff,
VS,

SUMMONS - NON-JURY

GERALDINE WHITE AND CRAIG
WHITE,

Defendants.

vvvvvv\-ﬁ\-ﬂvvv

TO: THE DEFENDANTS ABOVE-NAMED:

YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED and required to answer the Complaint herein, a copy
of which is herewith served upon you and to serve a copy of your answer to said Complaint upon the
subscriber, John R. C. Bowen, Esquire, in his office at the law firm of Laughlin & Bowen, 92-A
Main Street, P. O. Drawer 21119, Hilton Head Island, South Carolina 29925 within 30 days after the
service hereof, exclusive of the day of such service, and if you fail to answer the Complaint within
the time aforesaid, Plaintiff will apply to the Court for the relief demanded in the Complaint and
judgment by default will be rendered against you.

LAUGHLIN AND BOWEN, P.C.
By: s/ John RC Bowen
John RC Bowen, SC Bar #791
Attomneys for Plaintiff
P.O. Drawer 21119
Hilton Head Island, SC 29925

Tel. (843) 689-5700
Fax. (843) 689-9300

April 16, 2018
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EXHIBIT # 3

Certificate of Dissolution by Administrative
Dissolution for
BENNY HUDSON SEAFOOD CORP
DATED May 23, 2015
REPRSENTED BY JOHN R C BOWEN
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100823-0210 Filed: &/Z3/2016

BENNY HUDBON SEAFOOD CORP.
Filing Fes: 30.00
ey Y, Mark Hemmond  Bouth Carolina Secretary of State
I STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA
SECRETARY OF STATE
Exhibit # 5 COLUMBIA, SOUTH CAROLINA
I CERTIFICATE OF DISSOLUTION
BY ADMINISTRATIVE DISSOLUTION
BENNY HUDSON SEAFOOD CORP.
171 SQUIRE POPE RD
HILTON HEAD ISLAND . SC 29926-1747
Dats of Dissotution:
MAY 23, 2015
21143038

mc-umcw.ammwzmmmnmcmmdsunmm
administratively dissolve a corporation for the following ressons:

(1) The corporation does not pay any franchise tanes, tanes payable under Chapter 7, of Title
12, or peneities imposed by the lew;

(2) The corporation does not deliver its annual report to the Depariment of Revenue when it
is dus;

(3)  The corporation is without & registered agent or registered office in this state;

(4) The corporation doss not notify the Secretsry of State that is registered agent or
registered office has been changed, that its registered agent has resigned, or that its
registered office has been discontinued: or

(5) The corporation's period of duration stated in its articles of incorporation expires

Based on the records provided by the South Carolina Depertment of Revenue, it appeers that
after proper statutory notice, the above named corporation has failed to meet the requirements of
(1) andfor (2) as set forth above.

Now tharedore, under the authority of South Cercline Code of Laws §33-14-200, the sbove
named corporation is adminieiratively dissoived as of the date of this Certificate of

Dissafutian.
Mark Hammond
South Carolina Secretary of State

Inquiries concemning this administrative diesolution should be directed 0 the South Carolina
Department of Revenue, Corporaie Section, Columbia, 8C 28214-0100 or (203) 888-1730. \

NIXLE Z96 DE le®9 "eRw /25 /1S
DY, DISETLUTION {88-02) RETURN TO SENDER
UNCLAIMED
UNABLE TO FORWARD
P.B. 00389 BC: 292091374323 *9554-053352-01-39
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EXHIBIT # 5
Letter from Patrick Carr, Esq
To Geraldine White
DATED October 17, 2018
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* Exhibit 25

BERRY &CARR

Octobar 17, 2018

Geraidine White

141 Lamotte Drive

Apanment A3

Hilton Head Island, SC 20026

RE: Legal Cave )
Benny Hudson Seafood Corp. v. Geraldine White and Cralg White
2018-CP-07-00793

Dear Ms. White:

Thank you for contacting our iaw firm to discuss potential representation in the above
matter. This will follow our recent telephone conversations confirming that our law firm
will not be able to reprasent you or Craig Whité in this matier. When we initislly
discussed this matter with you and Martin Govan, wa mistakenly assumed that both of
you were parties to the same lawsult with identical procedurai posture. However, we
have now learned that there are two separate lawsuits fled by Benny Hudson Seafood
Corp. (one filed by attomey John R.C. Bowen sgainst you and Craig White and snother
fied by attorney William Bowen against Martin. Govan). We have also leamed that the
case against you and Cralg White has already repulted in a default judgment against
you In the amount of §201,723.27. We have also learned that the relalive geographical
positioning of the sunken vessels at this dock location makes It impossible for all parties
here 1o have their interests aligned with respect to the ingal cialime presented against
them by Hudson. We have also lsamed that there are certain factual allegations raised
by the parties that create a conflict of interest in having the same defense counsal try to
represent and defend all parties in these two separate actions. For thess reasons, we
have concluded that our firm is unable, ethically and othenwise, 1o represent you and/or
Cralg White in this matter. Our appesrance as counsel in this matter will be limited to
defending the party who initially retained us, Martin Govan.

Please know that the claims made against you and Craig White are very serious and
could present financial exposure to you both if you do not take prompt. action. We
strongly urge you to hire counsel in this matter immediately, as the default judgment
ajainat you and Craig White must be contested by way of a Rule 60(b) Motion 1o
Vacaie Default Judgment. A competent lawyer in the civil litigation arena should be

able to assist you with that, but it must be done immediately becausé the Court will be

less Kikely fo grant such relief to & defaulting party the more time that elapass from the
enlry of the default judgment. and the rule typically precludes melief from defauit
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Exhibit 25a

judgment i not raised within one year from the entry of judgment (which here occurred
on August 22, 2018).

w:mmmm:hmambmif!wmhbowmmtonmtyw
with representation in this matier, including Ben Shellon (843-881-7000) and Chris
Lempesis (843-524-9500) and Troy Thamaes (843-284-0832) and Julian Allen (843-882-
33505). So far, we have besn unabis 1o identify a lawyer who will take on your case
withou! payment for their attomey fees. You may went 10 contact one of thess
altorneys and see if you can convince them to represent you and Craig White. You may
also want to contact the South Carolina Bar Lawyer Referral Service al www.scbar.org
or 1-800-888-2284 10 see if they can refer you lo a lawyer who is willing 0 undertake
represertation for you. Rt is impossible 10 understale the importance of you taking
immediate action to retsin counsel 10 represent you in this matter; time is of the
essence.

We are enclosing with this letter copies of all court plsadings on file with the Beaufort
County Clerk of Court in this matier, along with compiete copies of all fie materials you
delivered 10 our office. Keep all of these items together in a safe place and deliver them
to your newly retained counsel as soon as possible.

Again, we regret we are unable 0 assist with this particuler matier for you. We thenk
you for contacting our law firm, and we wish you all the best.

{ ' 2
; e
Patrick W. Carr
Enclosures
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EXHIBIT # 6

Exhibit List of what was submitted to Court on
August 21, 2018
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EXHIBIT # 7

Beaufort County Register of Deeds
website print out reflection that there was no lien
recorded or indexed as to
Judgment dated August 22, 2018
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Beaufort County Register of Deeds

Official Records Public Search

Veriied as of 10/22/2025
Search results include verified documents only

Search () Results () Document ()
Party () Document Type () Instrument Number () Book/Page () District/Map/Parcel ()
Party Name

‘ Cloar Last Search |

white geraldine

Last-Name First-Name (e.g., Smith Al), Company Name (e.g., Guif Utility) Use no commas between the First and
Last Names.

BTLS,BTLW,MECH, MLA, MLMISC, MLPAREL ,MLR, MLSAT,RELCB,SC,SCEX,SCPAREL,SCSAT,SCWD, TLMI

Use commas to separate codes for multiple doc type searches (ex. MTG) or select from groups below

B  ALL
DEED
3 i.!| EASEMENT
@ % UEeN

1.: MORTGAGE

Date Range (Optional)
From

&
MMODDIYYYY
To o
MM/DD/YYYY

7 Days 30 Days ey
ConTo © 2022 by Neweion Bystama Corporaion.

Mgy - Twem s





Beaufort County Register of Deeds ’A—

Pasty Name: whitc geraldine Document Type:
BTLS,BRW.MECH.MLAMLM]SC,MLPAREL.MLR,MLSAT,RELCB,SC,SCEX,SCPAREL.SCSAT.SCWD.TLMISC.UCM.UCMFLU
Total Number of Records: 4
Scarch Time: 10/24/2025, 06:15:44 PM

Verified as of 10/22/2025
Search results include verified documents only
Name Cress Party Date Type  lneiré Boek Page Legal Cansideration
WHITE, GERALDINE 07/01/1996 USSAT 1996M02693 1996 1967 9600842 $0.00
WHITE, GERALDINE US INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE 06/19/2007 USSAT 2007047055 32 1900 352326607 $0.00
WEIITE, GERALDINE ~ US INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE 03/07/1996  US 1996MOI115 1996 842 $0.00
WHITE, GERALDINE US INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE 03730/2007 US 20072025008 30 248} 352326607 $0.00





12/8/26, 2:38 AM Search - BrowserView

Beaufort County Register of Deeds

Official Records Public Search

Verifled as of 12/03/2025
Search results include verified documents only

Help?

Search () Results () Document ()

Party () Document Type () Instrument Number () Book/Page () District/Map/Parcel ()

Party Name

, Clear L.ast Search

White Geraldine

Last-Name First-Name (e.g., Smith Al), Company Name (e.g., Gulf Utility) Use no commas between the First and
Last Names.

Search

Document Type (Optional)
BTLS.BTLW.MEGH,MLA,MLPAREL.MLR,MLSAT.RELCB.SC.SCEX.SCPAREL,SCSAT,SCWD.TLMISC.UCM,

Use commas to separate codes for multiple doc type searches (ex. MTG) or select from groups below

0O ALL py
O DEED
J EASEMENT
LIEN
O MORTGAGE v
Date Range (Optional)
From ;
MM/DO/YYYY i
To
MM/DDIYYYY a
7 Days 30 Days 90 Days

Copyright © 2022 by New\islon Systers Corporation,
Privacy - Terma

Inttonas Jhmndd o dnrbemi inhran mn Do ar e 04D/ i





12/8/26, 2:38 AM

Name

WHITE, GERALDINE
WHITE, GERALDINE
WHITE, GERALDINE
WHITE, GERALDINE

PN PR T N R Y

about:blank

Beaufort County Register 0i'Deeds
Party Name: White Geraldine Document Type:
BTLS,BTLW.MECH,MLA,MLPAREL MLR,MLSAT,RELCB,SC,SCEX,SCPAREL,SCSAT »SCWD,TLMISC,UCM,UCMH,UHBN,US,{

Total Number of Records: 4

Search Time: 12/08/2025, 02:36:52 AM

Type  Inmetrd

USSAT 2007047055

USSAT 1996M02693

uUs

1996M01115

Verified as of 12/03/2025
Scarch results include verified documents only
Creas Party Date
US INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE 06/19/2007
07/01/1996
US INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE 03/07/1996
US INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE 03/30/2007

uUs

2007025008

Book
32
1996
1996
30

Page Legal Conalderation

1900 352326607 $0.00
1967 9600842 $0.00
842 §0.00
2481 352326607 $0.00
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EXHIBIT # 8

HUD Settlement Sheet reflecting wire of
$15,665.73 to John R C Bowen’s Law firm
Dated January 10, 2025

3 PAGES
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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA ) IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS
) FOURTEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
COUNTY OF BEAUFORT )
) C/A NO.: 2018-CP-07-00793
BENNY HUDSON SEAFOOD CORP., )
) AMENDED
PLAINTIFF, )
) PROPOSED ORDER
V. )
)
)
)
CRAIG WHITE and GERALDINE )
WHITE, )
)
DEFENDANTS. )

ORDER GRANTING AMENDED MOTION TO SET ASIDE/VACATE DEFAULT
JUDGMENT FOR FRAUD UPON THE COURT

This matter comes before the Court on the Motion of Defendant Geraldine White
to Set Aside or Vacate the Default Judgment for fraud upon the court pursuant to Rule
55(c) and Rule 60(b), SCRCP.

After reviewing the motion, the filings, applicable law, and the record of the case, the
Court finds:

1. The alleged default judgment dated August 22, 2018 was obtained without proper
notice and with unsupported evidence to substantiate its claims.

2. The judgment was never recorded, indexed, or perfected as required by law and
therefore is not a valid lien. S.C. Code § 15-35-810.

3. The judgment was obtained through fraud upon the court.

4. The Plaintiff Lack Corporate Capacity and Standing Pursuant to S.C. Code
§33-14-105, a dissolved corporation may not carry on business or maintain a lawsuit.

5. Plaintiff never provided evidence to substantiate the Defendant was the legal owner of
the vessel Under S.C. Code § 50-23-70, a bill of sale alone does not establish legal
ownership of a vessel. Also see S.C. § 50-23-60.

6. Relief is warranted under Rule 55(c) and Rule 60(b), SCRCP.

20





IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED THAT:

A. The Default Judgment dated August 22, 2018 is hereby VACATED in its entirety;
B. The judgment is declared VOID and unenforceable;

C. The case is dismissed with prejudice;

D. Defendant is entitled to restitution in the amount of $15,665.73 which was taken from
the proceeds of a sale without proper authority.;

E. Defendant is also entitled to treble damages to be addressed at a damage hearing.

AND IT IS SO ORDERED.

Judge of the Court of Common Pleas

Date:

i





STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA

COUNTY OF BEAUFORT

BENNY HUDSON SEAFOOD CORP

Plaintiff/Petitioner
Vvs.

CRAIG WHITE AND GERALDINE WHITE )

Defendants/Movants

) IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS

) 14 JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

)

)  CASE NO.: 2025 -CP-07-00793

)

) MOTION AND ORDER INFORMATION
) FORM AND COVERSHEET

)

)

)

Defendant’s Attorney:

Geraldine White sui juris

Address: 141 Lamotte Drive #A3

Hilton Head Island, SC 29926

Phone: 843-681-3947

E-mail: whitegeraidgineg] @gma-.i.com Other:

Plaintiff’s Attorney: John R.C. Bowen

Address: 92A Main Street

Hilton Head Island, SC 29926
Phone: 843-689-570 Fax
E-mail:

MOTION HEARING REQUESTED (attach written motion and complete SECTIONS 1 and III)
X FORM MOTION, NO HEARING REQUESTED (complete SECTIONS 11 and III)
X PROPOSED ORDER/CONSENT ORDER (complete SECTIONS 11 and I1I)

SECTION I: Hearing Information
Nature of Motion: Motion to Set Aside or Vacate Judgment

Estimated Time Needed:

Court Reporter Needed:

NO

SECTION II: Motion/Order Type

B Written motion attached

“’Signature of Attorney for X Plaintiff / Défendant

i) the attached proposed order.

December 3, 2025
Date submitted

SECTION II1: Motion Fee

X PAID - AMOUNT: §
O EXEMPT:

25.00

yow Cause in Child or Spousal Support

\Abuse or Abuse and Neglect

(check
reason)
O Indigent Status

[ State Agency v. Indigent Party
O Sexually Violent Predator Act

[ Post-Conviction Relief

[J Motion for Stay in Bankruptcy

] Motion for Publication

[ Motion for Execution (Rule 69, SCRCP)

[ Proposed order submitted at request of the court; or,
reduced to writing from motion made in open court per judge’s

instructions
Name of Court Reporter:

JUDGE’S SECTION
O] Motion Fee to be paid upon filing of the attached
order.

JUDGE CODE

Date:






O Other:

CLERK’S VERIFICATION

Collected by:____ Date Filed:
[0 MOTION FEE COLLECTED: §
[0 CONTESTED — AMOUNT DUE: §

SCCA 233 (11/2003)
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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA ) IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS
COUNTY OF BEAUFORT CASE NO. 2018-CP-07-00793

S

BENNY HUDSON SEAFOOD CORP )
)
Plaintiff, )
)
VS. ) MEMORANDUM IN OPPOSITION TO
) DEFENDANT’S MOTION AND AMENDED
) MOTION TO SET ASIDE OR VACATE
GERALDINE WHITE AND CRAIG ) JUDGMENT
WHITE, )
)
Defendants. )
)

TO: THE HONORABLE JAMES WEGMANN, MASTER IN EQUITY AND SPECIAL
CIRCUIT COURT JUDGE AND GERALDINE WHITE:

The plaintiff, by and for its Memorandum in Opposition to the defendant Geraldine
White’s Motion to Set Aside or Vacate Default Judgment for Fraud Upon the Court filed
December 3, 2025 and her Amended Motion to Set Aside or Vacate filed December 8, 2025
(collectively attached as Exhibit 1) respectfully submits the following:

FACTUAL AND PROCEDURAL HISTORY

On April 16, 2018, plaintiff filed suit against the defendants alleging that they had
brought their vessel alongside plaintiff’s dock on October 8, 2016 and lashed it to another vessel
tied to the dock ahead of the approaching Hurricane Matthew and after having been explicitly
denied permission and forbidden to do so by plaintiff. As a consequence of defendants’ actions,
their vessel sank, taking with it the vessel to which they had lashed it and causing the plaintiff’s
commercial dock and seafood business to be blocked thus interrupting plaintiff’s business. After

almost two years of unsuccessfully attempting to have the defendants remove their sunken vessel,
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plaintiff brought this action asserting that defendants had a duty to find a safe harbor for their
vessel in advance of an impending storm, a duty to follow the instructions of the plaintiff not to
bring the vessel to plaintiff’s docks, and to take reasonable precautions to prepare their vessel for
extreme weather and tide conditions so as to prevent it from sinking and/or causing damage to
other vessels or structures including the plaintiff’s property. The plaintiff sought damages for
gross negligence for defendants’ breaches of duty including, but not limited to, (1) placing their
vessel alongside plaintiff’s dock after being specifically denied permission to do so in the face of
an impending hurricane; (2) failing to remove their vessel to a safe harbor prior to the storm; (3)
failing to properly secure the vessel; and, (4) violation of Title 33§409 USCA (the Wreck
Removal Act) and SC Code 50-21-170. A copy of plaintiff’s Complaint is attached as Exhibit 2.

The defendants failed to Answer the Complaint and, following a damages hearing which
defendants failed to attend despite notice, The Honorable Marvin H. Dukes, III entered a Default
Judgment against them on August 22, 2018. A copy of the court’s Order which was docketed and
recorded on August 24, 2018 is attached as Exhibit 3. On September 20, 2018, an Execution
Against Property was issued by the Court.

On October 30, 2018 the defendants filed a Motion to Set Aside the Entry of Default
Judgment and a hearing was held on January 14, 2019. On January 23, 2019, Judge Dukes
entered an Order denying the defendants” Motion, a copy of which is attached as Exhibit 4. On
February 27, 2019, the defendants filed a Notice of Appeal a copy of which is attached as
Exhibit 5. Thereafter, on July 10, 2019, The South Carolina Court of Appeals entered its Order
dismissing the appeal a copy of which is attached as Exhibit 6. On May 10, 2024, the Court of

Common Pleas sought and received the plaintiff’s permission to destroy the evidence held by the
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Clerk of Court.

In December 2024, plaintiff’s counsel was contacted by the Kori Brett McKeithen,
Esquire of the Liberty Oak Law Firm which was attempting to close the sale of real property in
Beaufort County in which the defendant Geraldine White had an interest.' Plaintiff’s counsel
agreed to release this property from the Judgment Lien and partially satisfy the judgment against
defendant in return for receipt of the net proceeds due to White for this transaction. On January
13, 2025, following receipt of the net proceeds of $15,665.73 plaintiff filed a Partial Satisfaction
of Judgment, a copy of which is attached as Exhibit 7.

On March 24, 2025, the defendant filed suit against plaintiff’s counsel John R.C. Bowen,
Esquire and her counsel Kori Brett McKeithen, Esquire alleging, among other things, that the
judgment against Mrs. White was obtained by a fraud upon the Court and should be set aside. On
Mayl, 2025, Mrs. White filed a further writ seeking to mandate the recovery of the $15,665.73
previously paid to plaintiff Benny Hudson Seafood. A copy of that suit and Writ are attached as
Exhibit 8. In response, counsel for Bowen filed a Motion to Dismiss and/or for Summary
Judgment and a response to the Writ, copies of which are attached as Exhibit 9. On November
24, 2025, following a hearing the Honorable Carmen T. Mullen issued her Order granting the
Motion for Summary Judgment, a copy of which is at Exhibit 10.

On December 3 and December 8, 2025, and almost immediately upon receipt of this
Order (as well as an Order from the Honorable James J. Wegmann filed December 3, 2025
(Exhibit 11) in which he denied Ms. White’s Motion to Vacate the Judgment in this case or to

order the reimbursement of $15,665.73 for which a Partial Satisfaction of Judgement had been

5 Unfortunately, the defendant Craig White had passed away some years carlier in 2021.
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recorded) Ms. White filed the Motion and Amended Motion to Set Aside or Vacate Default
Judgment for Fraud Upon the Court.

In these Motions, Ms. White alleges that plaintiff or her counsel perpetrated a fraud upon
the Court by alleging that she owned the vessel which sank. She also alleges that since Benny
Hudson’s Seafood Corp was under an administrative dissolution on May 23, 2015 and was not
re-instated until March, 2017 it lacked standing to bring the suit against her in 2018. Finally, she
claims that the Judgment entered in Beaufort County did not attach to real property in which she
had an interest. These arguments are without merit.

ARGUMENT

1. No fraud upon the court exists to justify vacating the judgment against the
defendant.

Defendant alleges in her motion that plaintiff’s attorney and plaintiff herself committed a
fraud upon the Court by claiming that the defendant was an owner of the vessel which was
negligently secured to plaintiff’s dock in flagrant disregard of plaintiff’s denial of permission. In
making this argument, defendant ignores the fact that in her Memorandum and Points of
Authority filed with the Court on October 30, 2018 she admits that she owns the vessel (Exhibit
12°) and, in fact, has filed a bill of sale with the Court clearly showing that the vessel was jointly
owned by the defendants (Exhibit 13 ).

In her Order granting Summary Judgment in Case # 2025-CP-07-00718°, Judge Mullen

2 . ; : ; o
Only the relevant portion of this lengthy Memorandum is attached as this exhibit

®Exhibit 10
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clearly states in her findings that:

“There is no evidence that the statements made by Attorney Bowen on behalf of his client

were knowingly false or that would warrant reopening this previously decided case.

Indeed, when the Plaintiff moved to set aside the entry of default in the 2018 Action, she

did not dispute her ownership of the vessel involved.”

2. SC Code Section 33-14-220 governs reinstatement following administrative
dissolution, and plaintiff properly brought this suit following the reinstatement of
the plaintiff company by the South Carolina Secretary of State.

It is well settled that a South Carolina corporation that has been administratively
dissolved and subsequently reinstated may file a lawsuit for things that occurred during the
period of dissolution. According to the South Carolina Business Corporation Act, when a
corporation is reinstated, the effect is retroactive: The reinstatement relates back to and takes
effect as of the effective date of the administrative dissolution. The corporation resumes carrying
on its business as if the administrative dissolution had never occurred. This means that, in the
eyes of the law, the corporation's legal existence and powers are fully restored for the period it
was dissolved, allowing it to pursue claims that arose during that time. Other jurisdictions have
held similarly, that reinstatement validates actions (including lawsuits) filed during the period of
dissolution.

Defendant’s Motions acknowledge that the corporation applied for reinstatement on

March 29, 2017 and well before this action was commenced in 2018. (See Under SC Code §33-

14-220, plaintiff was legally entitled to pursue claims which arose during the period of

dissolution.

3. Plaintiff’s Judgment Lien attached to any real property of the defendant located in
Beaufort County following the entry of the judgment in this county without further
action.
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South Carolina Law is clear that a judgment lien attaches to any real property of the
defendant which is located in the county where the judgment is entered without the necessity for
any further action. SC Code §15-35-810 provides, in part, that final judgments and decrees:

“entered in any court of record in this State subsequent to November 25, 1873, or in any

circuit or district court of the United States within this State or of any other Federal court

the final judgments and decrees of which, by act of Congress, shall be declared to create a

lien, shall constitute a lien upon the real estate of the judgment debtor situate in any

county in this State in which the judgment or transcript thereof is entered upon the
book of abstracts of judgments and duly indexed, the lien to begin from the time of
such entry on the book of abstracts and indices and to continue for a period of ten
years from the date of such final judgment or decree.” [emphasis added]

The defendant’s argument that the judgment was never recorded, indexed, or perfected is

wholly without merit inasmuch as the property concerning which she complains is located on

Hilton Head Island and in Beaufort County.

4. The Court should take notice of the defendant’s actions and sanction defendant sua
sponte and pursuant to SC Code § 15-36-10 for her repeated frivolous filings which
are filed solely for the purpose of delay. The Court should further require defendant
to obtain the permission of the Court prior to making further filings.

The defendant’s Motion in this matter is merely the latest example of the defendant’s
actions to delay the effect of a valid judgment and follows on the heels of denials by several
judges of her prior attempts. In the opinion of plaintiff, these actions are without merit, brought
only for the purpose of delay and not for any legitimate purpose. They constitute frivolous
actions and are sanctionable under SC Code §15-36-10. According to statute, the Court has the
authority to impose appropriate sanctions including the following:

(1) an order for the pro se litigant to pay the reasonable costs and attorney's fees of the
prevailing party under a motion pursuant to this section. Costs shall include, but not be limited
to, the following: the time required of the prevailing party by the frivolous proceeding, and travel

expenses, mileage, parking, costs of reports, and any additional reasonable consequential
expenses of the prevailing party resulting from the frivolous proceeding; or,
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(2) a directive of a nonmonetary nature, including injunctive relief, designed to deter a
future frivolous action or an action in bad faith.

Accordingly, plaintiff requests that this Court issue appropriate sanctions against
defendant including costs and attorney’s fees and requiring defendant to obtain the permission of
this Court prior to filing further motions or other actions relating to this case and related cases.

CONCLUSION

Plaintiff respectfully requests that defendant’s Motion and Amended Motion to Set Aside
or Vacate Default Judgment for Fraud Upon the Court be denied. Further, plaintiff requests that
this Court issue appropriate sanctions against defendant including an award of costs and
attorney’s fees; and, that this Court require defendant to obtain the permission of this Court prior
to filing further motions or other actions relating to this and related cases.

Respectfully Submitted,

LAUGHLIN AND BOWEN, P.C.
By: s/John R.C. Bowen

John R.C. Bowen, SC Bar #791

Attorneys for Plaintiff

P.O. Drawer 21119

Hilton Head Island, SC 29925

(843) 689-5700
John@laughlinandbowen.com

January 12, 2026
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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA ) IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS
) FOURTEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
COUNTY OF BEAUFORT )
) C/A NO.: 2018-CP-07-00793
BENNY HUDSON SEAFOOD CORP., )
) Return to Plaintiff’s Opposition to
Defendant’s Amended
PLAINTIFF, )
) MOTION TO SET ASIDE OR VACATE
DEFAULT JUDGMENT
\A )
)
|
CRAIG WHITE and GERALDINE )
WHITE, )
)
DEFENDANTS. )

Return to Plaintiff’s Opposition to Defendant’s Amended MOTION TO SET
ASIDE OR VACATE DEFAULT JUDGMENT FOR FRAUD UPON THE COURT
(Rule 55(c) & Rule 60(b), South Carelina Rules of Civil Procedure)

INTRODUCTION
COMES NOW Defendants Geraldine White (“Movant™), by special appearance

and without waiving any defenses, and respectfully move this Honorable Court to set
aside or vacate the default judgment allegedly entered on or about August 22, 2018",

pursuant to Rule 55(c) and Rule 60(b)(3),(4), and (6) of the South Carolina Rules of Civil

Procedure.

Caption includes Craig White as Defendant in this action because he was in the
original action filed. However, Craig White is deceased as of August 19, 2021 and

Geraldine White is only representing herself in this action.

South Carolina courts have long held that default judgments are disfavored and

t Gee Exhibit # 1 Order of judgment dated August 22, 2018 signed by Marvin H Dukes, I1I
1
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doubts must be resolved in favor of trials on the merits. Columbia Pool Co. v. Locklear,
271 §.C. 176, 246 S.E.2d 862 (1978); Wham v. Shearson Lehman Bros., Inc., 298 S.C.
462, 381 S.E.2d 499 (Ct.App. 1989) Augusta Fiberglass Coatings, Inc. v. Fodor

Contracting Corp.,843 F.2d 808 (4th Cir. 1988).

L FACTS & PROCEDURAL HISTORY
1. On or around April 16, 2018’ Plaintiff Benny Hudson Seafood Corporation filed a civil

complaint naming Defendants Geraldine White and Craig White.

2. A hearing was set for August 21, 2018. Attorney Patrick Carr expressly instructed
Defendant Geraldine White NOT to attend.

3. Relying on this instruction, she did not appear, and a purported default judgment was
entered on or about August 22, 2018. Two months later, Patrick Carr, Esq wrote
Geraldine White a letter stating “We assumed that both of you were parties to the same

lawsuit with identical procedural posture.

4. The alleged judgment was never recorded, indexed, or perfected as a lien *under S.C.
Code § 15-35-810.

5. A related case number 201 RC'PO700804 was transferred by Marvin H. DukeslII to the

Master-in-Equity, confirming the related action remained active and pending.

6. The Master-in-Equity, James J. Wegmann, failed to address procedural defects,
Defendants’ filings, or the unperfected judgment that was used to file a third Party
Complaint aganst Geraldine White by Patrick Carr, Esq. the attorney that Geraldine

White attempted to retain for legal representation.

7 Plaintiff falsely claimed Defendant Geraldine White owned a boat despite no title,
registration, or Jegal ownetship. Under S.C. Code § 50-23-70, a bill of sale alone does not

establish legal ownership of a vessel. Also see S.C. e § 50-23-60.
8. Plaintiff withheld dissolution information concerning its corporate status.

9. $15,665.73 was taken based on a judgment that did not exist as a valid lien.

2 Gee Exhibit # 2 Complaint and Summons dated April 16, 2018 filed by BENNY HUDSON SEAFOOD

CORP
3 Gep Exhibit # Record of Deeds record reflecting no lien against Geraldine White or any property thereof

2
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IL.

VOID JUDGMENTS MUST BE VACATED
Rule 60(b)(4) requires that a void judgment be set aside.

A judgment entered without jurisdiction or due process is yoid as a matter of law.
Thomas & Howard Co. v. T.W. Graham & Co., 318 S.C. 286, 457 S.E.2d 340
(1995); Peralta v. Heights Medical Center, Inc., 485 U.S. 80 (1988).

BB&T v. Taylor, 369 S.C. 548 (2006) - void judgments are legal nullities

Sartain v. Estate of McMillan, 284 8.C.229 (1985)

This Court therefore has not only the authority, but the obligation, to vacate a void

judgment.

A void judgment may be attacked at any time and is not subject to timeliness

limits.

IIL LACK OF NOTICE & DUE PROCESS VIOLATIONS

Here, 1 did not receive constitutionally me
instructed not to attend. No defense evidence was heard, and damages were accepted

e A default judgment obtained without proper notice violates due process. Movant

was misled into non-appearance by Attorney Patrick Carr, Esq.
Due process requires notice reasonably calculated to apprise interested partics and
afford them an opportunity to present objections. Mullane v. Central Hanover

Bank & Trust Co., 339 U.S. 306 (1950).

In Peralta v. Heights Medical Center, the United States Supreme Court held that a
default judgment entered without proper notice violates the Fourtcenth
Amendment and must be vacated, even if the defendant may have had defenses.
South Carolina courts follow this same principle. See Rogers v. White, 350 S.C.
479, 567 8.E.2d 497 (Ct. App. 2002); BB&T v. Taylor, 369 S5.C. 548, 633 S.E.2d
501 (Ct. App. 2006).

Another supporting authority: Rogers v. Wells, 350 S.C. 479 (Ct. App. 2002);
Mictronics, Inc. v. S.C. Dept. of Revenue, 345 §.C. 506 (Ct. App. 2001).

aningful notice of the damages hearing and was

solely from the plaintift.

This alone renders the judgment void.
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ITII. FRAUD UPON THE COURT

Movant asserts the judgment is void because it was obtained through FRAUD UPON
THE COURT.

The United States Supreme Court defined fraud upon the court as conduct that defiles the

court itself or is perpetrated by officers of the court so that the judicial machinery cannot
perform its impartial task. Hazel-Atlas Glass Co. v. Hartford-Empire Co., 322 U.S. 238
(1944).

The Fourth Circuit further explained in Great Coastal Express, Inc. v. International
Brotherhood of Teamsters, 675 F.2d 1349 (4th Cir. 1982), that fraud upon the court
includes schemes that undermine the integrity of the adjudicative process.

South Carolina recognizes this doctrine as well. See Chewning v. Ford Motor Co., 354
S.C. 72, 579 S.E.2d 605 (2003); Hilton Head Center of S.C., Inc. v. Public Service
Comm’n, 294 S.C. 9, 362 S.E.2d 176 (1987).

Here, the fraud includes:

« Instructing me not to attend the damages hearing; Attorney Patrick Carr’s staff called
Defendant and told her she did not need to attend hearing August 21, 2018.

« Submitting unverified and inflated damage claims; Plaintiff entered into court records
that mislead the court that granted judgment on fabricated and frivolous figure provided
to the court;

» Withholding the plaintiff corporation’s dissolution status; Plaintiff Corporation
administratively was dissolved by Secretary of State of South Carolina May 23, 2015
until May 29, 2017.

« Enforcing a judgment that was never perfected as a lien. John R C Bowen enforced a
judgment that was never perfected. Order of Judgment was never recorded or indexed as
required by South Carolina law. John R C Bowen sent an email to the closing attorney

Kori Brett McKethan and Joseph Dubois of the Liberty Oak Law Firm claiming he had a

Judgment lien.

« Use of an unrecorded, unindexed, unperfected judgment; John R C Bowen sent an email

to the closing attorney Kori Brett McKethan and Joseph Dubois of the Liberty Oak Law
Firm claiming he had a Judgment lien.
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« False claims of boat ownership; Order of Judgment makes a statement by John R C
Bowen stating that Defendant was the owner of the vesse] without proper evidence to
substantiate his belief. South Carolina law required Title and Registration of a vessel to
establish ownership. A bill of sale alone does not establish ownership. Certificate of Title
equals Prima facie ownership in South Carolina code section 50-23-55(A);

« Withholding dissolution information by Plaintiff that failed to disclose that during the
period of forfeiture it participated in business as usual which violated SC Code section
13-14-220 and 33-14-105(a). Litigation rules and ethics require parties to not mislead the
court. Concealing dissolution—esppecially when it affects the capacity to sue— can be
considered misleading or fraudulent, undermining due process.

« Misappropriating $15,665.73- John R C Bowen and Kori Brett McKeithan violated
SCRCP 69 Execution of Judgments, 60(b)(4) Void Judgment

Such conduct prevented this Court from receiving accurate information and prevented me
from presenting a defense. Under United States v. Beggerly, 524 U.S. 38 (1998),
judgments obtained through fraud upon the court cannot stand.

Legal standard:

« Chewning v. Ford Motor Co., 354 S.C. 72 (2003)

« Hazel-Atlas Glass Co. v. Hartford-Empire Co., 322 U.S. 238 (1944)

« Great Coastal Express v. Int’l Brotherhood, 675 F.2d 1349 (4th Cir. 1982)
« United States v. Beggerly, 524 U.S. 38 (1998)

Fraud upon the court makes the judgment void ab initio.

IV. UNPERFECTED JUDGMENT Judgment Lien Statute

Under S.C. Code § 15-35-810, a judgment must be recorded and indexed to become a
Jien. The alleged August 22, 2018 Order of judgment was not.

V. DEFAULT JUDGMENTS ARE DISFAVORED

e Bowers v Bank of Greeleyville (306 S.C.310) - The South Carolina Supreme
Court said: Courts should try to decide cases on the merits, not on technicalities.
That means the judge should lean toward: letting the person defend their case;
giving them another chance; hearing the full story even if they missed a deadline
or didn’t show up one time.
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e Wham v Shearson Lehman (298 S.C. 462) - The Court said: Default Judgments
should be the last resott, not the first. The Court ruled that if there is ANY
reasonable excuse or confusion, the judge should set the default aside.

V. REQUEST FOR RELIEF
Movants respectfully request that this Court:

1. Set aside or vacate the default judgment;

2. Declare the judgment void and unenforceable;

3. Order Plaintiff to respond to all filings;

4. Order restitution of $15,665.73, plus treble damages;

5. Grant any further relief deemed proper by the Court.

SIGNATURE PAGE FOR

Return to Plaintiff’s Opposition to Defendant’s Amended MOTION TO SET
ASIDE OR VACATE DEFAULT JUDGMENT FOR FRAUD UPON THE COURT
(Rute 55(c) & Rule 60(b), South Carolina Rules of Civil Procedure)

Respgctfully submitted : January 15, 2026
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Geraldine White sui jﬁris/Movant/Defendant
141 Lamotte Drive #A3
Hilton Head Island, SC 29926

243-681-3947
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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA ) IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS
) FOURTEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
COUNTY OF BEAUFORT )
) C/A NO.: 2018-CP-07-00793
BENNY HUDSON SEAFOOD CORP,, )
) Return to Plaintiff’s Opposition to
Defendant’s Amended
PLAINTIFF, )
) MOTION TO SET ASIDE OR VACATE
DEFAULT JUDGMENT
\A )
)
) CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE
)
CRAIG WHITE and GERALDINE )
WHITE, )
)
DEFENDANTS. )

Return to Plaintiff’s Opposition to Defendant’s Amended MOTION TO SET
ASIDE OR VACATE DEFAULT JUDGMENT FOR FRAUD UPON THE COURT
(Rule 55(c) & Rule 60(b), South Carolina Rules of Civil Procedure)
CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

COMES NOW Defendants Geraldine White (“Movant”), by special appearance
and without waiving any defenses, and respectfully certify to this Honorable Court that I
have served all counsel of record a copy of this RETURN to Plaintiff’s Opposition on
January 15, 2026 by depositing in the U.S.P.S. receptacle prepaid with proper postage

and/or via electronic media (email).

William Bowen Esq.

P O Box 6128

52 New Orleans Road Ste 202
Hilton Head Island, SC 29928
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SIGNATURE PAGE FOR

Return to Plaintiff’s Opposition to Defendant’s Amended MOTION TO SET
ASIDE OR VACATE DEFAULT JUDGMENT FOR FRAUD UPON THE COURT
(Rule 55(c) & Rule 60(b), South Carolina Rules of Civil Procedure)
CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

Respectfully submitted £ January 15, 2026
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Geraldine White sui juris/Movant/Defendant
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Hilton Head Island, SC 29926
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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA

) IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS
) FOURTEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
COUNTY OF BEAUFORT )
) C/A NO.: 2018-CP-07-00793
BENNY HUDSON SEAFOOD CORP., )
) Return to Plaintiff’s Opposition to
Defendant’s Amended
PLAINTIFF, )
) MOTION TO SET ASIDE OR VACATE
DEFAULT JUDGMENT
V. ) Amended
)
) CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE
)
CRAIG WHITE and GERALDINE )
WHITE, )
)
DEFENDANTS. ) R B
e L =
RIS
s}

Return to Plaintiff’s Opposition to Defendant’s Amended MOTION TQ‘@}‘
ASIDE OR VACATE DEFAULT JUDGMENT FOR FRAUD UPON THE€OURT2

(Rule 55(c) & Rule 60(b), South Carolina Rules of Civil Procedure’{:, =2
CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE (Amended) = NN

i N

Ve LI

COMES NOW Defendants Geraldine White (“Movant”), by special appearance
and without waiving any defenses, and respectfully certify to this Honorable Court that 1
have served all counlscl of record a copy of this RETURN to Plaintiff’s Opposition on
January 15, 2026 by depositing in the U.S.P.S. receptacle prepaid with proper postage

and/or via electronic media (email).

John R. C. Bowen Esq.

92A Main Street

P O Box 21119

Hilton Head Island, SC 29926
john@ laughlinandbowen.com
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SIGNATURE PAGE FOR

Return to Plaintiff’s Opposition to Defendant’s Amended MOTION TO SET
ASIDE OR VACATE DEFAULT JUDGMENT FOR FRAUD UPON THE COURT
(Rule 55(c) & Rule 60(b), South Carolina Rules of Civil Procedure)
CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

Respectfully submitted January 15, 2026

s/:Geraldine White

Geraldine White sui juris/Movant/Defendant
141 Lamotte Drive #A3

Hilton Head Island, SC 29926

whitegeraldine9 1 @gmail.com
843-681-3947
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FORM 1
NOTICE OF APPEAL ON A CIVIL CASE
THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA

In The Court of Appeals

APPEAL FROM BEAUFORT COUNTY
Court of Common Pleas
James J. Wegmann, Master-In-Equity/Circuit Court Judge

Case No. 2018-CP-07-00793

BENNY HUDSON SEAFOOD CORP

Respondent,

CRAIG WHITE and GERALDINE WHITE
Defendant(s)

Of whom Geraldine White is the Appellant.

NOTICE OF APPEAL

Geraldine White appeals the order of Honorable James J. Wegmann dated March
6, 2026. Appellant received written notice of entry of this order on Marcb 9,2026 via

email. / / / ]
."/ i bl
March 10, 2026 R i “(—"

Geratdine White, Appellant

141 Lamotte Drive, Apartment A3

Hilton Head Island, South Carolina 29926
Phone: 843-681-3947

whitegeraldine91@gmail.com

1 o
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CC: John R.C. Bowen Esq.
Laughlin and Bowen, P.C.

92A Main Street/P O Box 21119
Head Island, SC 29925
843-689-5700
johntwlaughlinandbowen.com

Attorney for Respondent

Ay
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FORM 9

LETTER TO CLERK OF LOWER COURT

\H"ﬂ "f

FILING NOTICE OF APP A‘L”” U AN 10: 17

March 10, 202-6” .

The Honorable Judge James J. Wegmann (Master-In-Fquity)
Clerk of Court for Beaufort County
Beaufort, South Carolina 29902

RE: BENNY HUDSON SEAFOOD CORP. as Respondent, v. GERALDINE WHITE,

Appellant, Case No. 2018-CP-07-00793
Dear Honorable Judge James J.Wegmann,
Enclosed for filing is a notice of appeal in the above case.

Respectfully submitted,
i/ { /JE

/4

’r".,‘\._,_,,_f__(:,z p—_— _‘{:,.‘fx— Py "'f fii.:. & ~4
‘Geraldine ite, Appellant

141 Lamotte Drive, Apartment A3

Hilton Head Island, South Carolina 29926
Phone: 843-681-3947

whitegeraldine9 1 @gmail.com

CC: John R.C. Bowen Esq.
Laughlin and Bowen, P.C.
92A Main Street

PO Box 21119

Hilton Head Island, SC 29925
843-689-5700
johnflaughlinandbowen.com
Attorney for Respondent

£6200.0d2810Z#3SVYD - SYI1d NOWWOD - 1HO4NVAL - WY 00:1 ) 01 /BN 9202 - a31Id ATIVOINOHL1O3 13





FORM 8
LETTER TO THE APPELLATE CLERK OF COURT
FILING NOTICE OF APPEAL
March 10, 2026
The Honorable Jenny Abbott Kitchings
Clerk, South Carolina Court of Appeals

Post Office Box 11629
Columbia, South Carolina 29211

RE: BENNY HUDSON SEAFOOD CORP. as Respondent, v. GERALDINE WH ITE,
Appellant, Case No. 2018-CP-07-00793

Dear Ms. Kitchings:

Enclosed for filing is a notice of appeal in the above case. Also enclosed are the
following:

(1) Proof of service of the notice of appeal on the respondent(s).
(2) A copy of the order which is to be challenged on appeal.

(3) A Motion to Procced Forma Perpaueris, with Declaration of Indigency.

Respéctiilly submmcd
e , 4
./:-‘\i LA!;«' L "/" :

Geraldmc. While, Appellant

(4] Lamotte Drive, Apartment A3

Hilton Head Island, South Carolina 29926
Phone: 843-681-3947

whitegeraldine9 1 @gmail.com

CC: John R.C. Bowen Esq.
Laughlin and Bowen, P.C.

92 A Main Street/P O Box 21119
Head Island, SC 29925
843-689-5700
john(e@laughlinandbowen.com
Attorney for Respondent

it
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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS
COUNTY OF BEAUFORT ) CASE NO. 2018-CP-07-00793

—

BENNY HUDSON SEAIFOOD CORP
Plaintitt,
CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

VS

GERALDINE WHITE AND CRAIG
WHITE,

Defendants.

B L T e i

This is to certify that I, Susan Vogel, an employee of the law firm of Laughlin & Bowen,
P.C. have this day served a true and correct copy of the within and foregoing Order of Judgment
upon defendants by depositing same in the United States mail with sufficient postage thereon to
assure delivery as follows, to-wit:

Mr. Craig L. White
132 Squire Pope Road
Hilton Head Island, South Carolina 29926

Ms. Geraldine J. White
141 Lamotte Drive, #A3
Hilton Head Island, South Carolina 29926

This .~ day of August, 2018
By Codudida ) \/,
Susan Vogel
Post Office Dyawer 21119
Hilton Head 1\Lind  5C 29925

(843) 689-5701t1

S
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P. ). Tanner
Sheriff

January 18, 2020

OFFICE OF SHERIFF
BEAUFORT COUNTY
POST OFFICE BOX 1758
BEAUFORT, SOUTH CAROLINA 29901

John R. C. Bowen, Esquire

Post Office Drawer 21119

Hilton Head, South Carolina 29925

Re: Benny Hudson Seafood Corp. vs Geraldine White and Craig White

Judgment Roll Number: 2018CP0700793

Dear Sir or Madam:

AREA CODE (843) m

SHERIFF 2558300
CHIEF DEPUTY 2556392
CRIMINAL RECORDS 2553332
CRIMINAL WARRANTS  255-528
CIVILRECORDS 255-3288
JUDGMENTS 255389
FAX # 255-3405
WEB SITE www.besprnet

This is to inform you that the above referenced Execution Against Property is being forwarded to the
Clerk of Court for Beaufort County and stamped as follows:

“NULLA BONA™ January 18, 2020. 1 hereby certify that, after diligent
search, I have been unable to locate any property in the name of the
defendant on which to levy and the within Execution is being returned to

the Clerk of Court for Beaufort County, *NULLA BONA?”, as of this date.

Sincerely,

P.J. TANNER
SHERIFF

PIT/ct

Enclosure

cc: Clerk of Court

£6/00.0d40810Z#3SYD - SY3Td NOWWOD - LHO4NY3d - Wd €€-¢ ¥¢ unp 0gog - a3atd A
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Beaufort County Sheriff’s Office... "Dedicated, Professional Service,”





STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA )
) EXECUTION AGAINST PROPERTY
COUNTY OF BEAUFORT ) _JR#2018CPO700793

TO:  THE SHERIFF OF THE COUNTY OF BEAUFORT, GREETINGS:

WHEREAS judgment was rendered on the 24" day of August. 2018, in an action in
the matter of Benny Hudson Seafood Corp vs. Geraldine White and Craig White. in favor of the said

Plaintiff against the said Defendants. for the sum of $201.723.27. with interest from the date of

judgment at the rate of eight and a half (8.50%) percent as appears to us by Judgment Roll No.. filed
in the Office of the Clerk of Court of Common Pleas. County of Beaufort.

AND WHEREAS, the said judgment was docketed in your County on the 24" day
of August in the year Two Thousand and Eighteen and in the sum of $201.723.27, plus interest
thereon from the date of judgment. and such additional sums as may be further expended and
approved by the Court for costs of suit, is now actually duge thereon.

THEREFORE. WE COMMAND YOU. that you satisfy the said judgment out of the
personal property of the said judgment debtor within your County. or if sufticient personal property
cannot be found. then out of the real property in your County belonging to such judgment debtor on
the day when the said judgment was so docketed in your County. or at anytime thereafter. in whose
hands whomsoever the same may be. and duly return this execution, according to law, to the Clerk
of the Court of Common Pleas for the County of Beaufort,

WITNESS Jerti A. Rosencau. Clerk of said Court at Beaufort, South Carolina the

J7 day of September, 2018,
5 ey Ve
\ i ' C O @
: \ Lofom T A KA U
Clerk/of Court John/R. C. Bowen.
Beaufort County ( Plaiptiff's Counsel

QT
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NULLA BONA® w V820 Eherby corthy that
afie: diligent search, | have been unable & locate @ny property

i the name of the defengentPn which to levy and the within
execution is being retyied i thg @k of Court fr Beaufort
8 of this date.

County, marked “N

AL
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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA ) IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS
) CASE NO. 2018-CP-07-00793
COUNTY OF BEAUFORT )
BENNY HUDSON SEAFOOD CORP. )
)
Plaintiff, )
)
VS. ) PARTIAL SATISFACTION OF
) JUDGMENT
GERALDINE WHITE AND CRAIG )
WHITE, )
)
Defendants. )
)

WHEREAS JUDGMENT was entered against the above defendants on the 22" day of
August, 2018 in the amount of $201,723.27 ; and

WHEREAS, on August 28, 2019 the South Carolina Court of Appeals Ordered that an
additional $450.00 in costs be added to the Judgment against defendants for a total award of
$202,173.27; and,

WHEREAS, as of January 10, 2025 the judgment together with accrued interest totals
$318,423.32 ; and,

WHEREAS defendant Geraldine White has made, and plaintiff by and through its
attorney acknowledges to have received, a partial payment in the amount of $15,665.73 on said
judgment in order to release the judgment lien on her interest in certain real property located on
Hilton Head Island and described as an approximate .5 acre parcel located on Beach City Road,
Hilton Head Island, South Carolina, Tax Map No. R510-0005-0010-0000.

NOW, THEREFORE, the within judgment is partially satisfied and the above real
property is released from the judgment lien. The defendant, Geraldine White, remains indebted

to plaintiff in the amount $302,757.59 together with interest from January 11, 2025 until paid in

i
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full.

January 10, 2024

BY:

LAUGHLIN AND BOWEN, P.C.

s/John R. C. Bowen

John R. C. Bowen, SC Bar # 791
Attorneys for Plaintiff

P.O. Drawer 21119

Hilton Head Island, SC 29925
Tel. (843) 689-5700

Fax. (843) 689-9300
John@]laughlinandbowen.com
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SOUTH CAROLINA MAGISTRATE COURT
OF BEAUFORT COUNTY

STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA ) T
)
COUNTY OF BEAUFORT )
) AFFIDAVIT
BENNY HUDSON SEAFOOD CORP )
PLAINTIFF(S))
)
Vo ) Case No:2018-CP-07-00793
)
GERALDINE WHITE AND CRAIG )
WHITLE )
)
DEFENDANT) -

AFFIDAVIT OF CRAIG WHITE

On around October 2016, Hurricane Matthew came through IHilton Head Island. South Carolina.
I had a boat named Pappa Grace parked at the dock of Benny Hudson's Scalood Corporation.

[ came in on Sunday night, it was dark we had a few shrimps, we were going home and was near
the truck. Tonya Hudson approached the truck and she said. “Craig you can tie up but move from

beside the 0y ster boat™.

The nextmorning, [went 1o show her the shrimps. She it was 0o small. The boat was still at the
dock. At that time, we discovered we had an oil leak. | call a mechanic. Buddy Darden. Buddy 0
came and we had to order a pump. The storm was here. and the mechanic was not able to work.

Fhe morning after the storm Charles Abner called and said the boat went under. The boat Wis
tied up properly. The storm. an act of God. destroyed the boat at the dock. 1 was given
permission to tic up by Tonva Hudson.

Craig White Signature
Dute

Svort o betore me this N day of —_ L . 20

Notary Pubiic for South Carolina Signature of Aftfiant

My Commission expires ~ .20





SOUTH CAROLINA MAGISTRATE COURT
OF BEAUFORT COUNTY
STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA )
COUNTY OF BEAUIFORT ;
) AFFIDAVIT
)

BENNY [HUDSON SEAFOOD CORP
PLAINTIFF(S))

VS, Casce No:2018-CP-07-00793

)

)

)

GERALDINE WHITE AND CRALG )
WHITE )
)

)

DEFENDAN'T

CAFFIDAVIT OF RUDY SIMMONS

When | came to the dock, Tonva Hudson told me not o tie up near the oyster boat. She said tie
up next the Georgian Boat.

Atter that we. Craig and | tie the boat up as told.

On around October 2016, Hurricane Matthew came through Hilton Head Island. South Carolina,

I worked with Craig on the boat named Pappa Grace, which we parked at the dock of Benny
Hudson s Seatood Corporation.

he boat was tied up properly. The storm, an act of God, destroy ed the boat at the dock. Twas

given permission to tic up by Tonya IHudson.

e

Rudy Simmons Signature

Date

. 5 Les ,"- * . } / -
Swoin to betore me this™- =t day ol _ £ 20
Notary Public for South Carolina Signature ol Affiant

i

My Commission expires " 174747 ’ff"jU;..





STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA

IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS

COUNTY OF BEAUFORT

BENNY HUDSON SEAFOOD CORP,

VS.

C/A No.: 2018-CP-07-00804

AFFIDAVIT OF CHARLES ABNER

MARTIN GOVAN,

)
)
)
)
)
)
Plaintiff, )
)
)
)
)
)
)

Defendant.

Personally appeared before me, Charles C. Abner, who being duly sworn, deposes and

states the following under oath:

1. I 'am a United States citizen over the age of eighteen (18) years, of sound mind

and body, and otherwise fully competent to make this statement under oath.

. All of the information contained in this Affidavit is being given freely and voluntarily,

and is based upon my own personal knowledge.

. | am a resident of the State of Florida residing at 11169 Lothmore Road,

Jacksonville, Florida 32221.

. | previously owned a shrimp boat known as the “Lady Bernice” which was moored

or docked at Benny Hudson Seafood near 175 Squire Pope Road on Hilton Head

Island, South Carolina.

. My boat was docked at this location during Hurricane Matthew in October 2016,

and | was actually on my boat during the storm passage.

. My boat was docked and tied bow to bow with Martin Govan’s boat known as “Josie

N-"

. During the storm | was sitting in the captain’s seat the entire time on my boat.

Goge bod % 9K
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8. During the storm | noticed that the stern of the “OA Bloxom" boat was docked and
moored next to the stern of the “Josie N” boat.

9. During the storm | watched the stern of the “OA Bloxom" repeatedly crash into and
tear off the stern of the “Josie N," causing it to sink.

10.Prior to the occurrence of Hurricane Matthew, | noticed another boat named
‘Papa’s Grace” owned by Geraldine White and Craig White was tied to the
starboard side of the Govan boat known as “Josie N,” and | watched the “Papa’s
Grace” boat also sink during the storm.

11.Based upon my observations, it is obvious to me that the “Josie N" boat and the
‘Papa’s Grace” boat would not have sunk had they been tied up differently.

12.Based upon my observations, it is obvious to me that the “Josie N" boat and the
“Papa’s Grace” boat would not have sunk if the “OA Bloxom” boat would have been
turned around or not moored so closely to the others, and had the stern of the "OA
Bloxom" boat not been permitted tear off the stern of the "Josie N" boat.

13.1 have been in the shrimping and boating industry for more than forty (40) years.

14.A copy of this Affidavit has been provided to me on this date, October 8, 2018.

FURTHER AFFIANT SAYETH NOT.

N

Sw,or{nt and subscribed before me,
: éfi
. this ¥ )
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ﬁday/of Qg¢tober, 2018.
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The true and exact copy of the notarized Bill of Sale for the Shrimp Boat purchased
by Geraldine White as the special disbursement agent with funds from the Rosa White
Trust for the sole benefit of Leonard Craig White who was the actual owner of the
shrimp boat called “Papa Grace”

Bill of Sale
I, Joseph M Grimes do hereby sell to:

Yo, :l e €
g, - B R g L fon i

i.ff'l‘.l:'i\'\\ o ‘\--T"\"(' \ gur ! L e

P —

a 2005 35ft Wood Vessel Hull 1.D.
No. NCZ42985C205 with Georgia
Registration # GA 0378 LP

AS IS NO WARRANTIES
Date: 7~ /- /&
Cash Amount: $
Seller Signature: , e

L |
Purchaser Signature; .\ i ca... ik 7.

v A i e v
) ;A.;r'-"/-"-'ﬁ" b j G / Lo

sworn and Subscribed to me this day 2 !t el i TN

. o0 =
:-- ‘x‘-._l’,'. b l.‘,-Mv‘; /':.;, oy j_ '."_“ K‘ _n
Notaji Public 7~ — — — — =
1/ : i
My Comerussion Expires )'*1“} P Y N (]L
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