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claimed that she told him that she had moved and could not testify and make it. She claimed that 

counsel did not ask her to testify or subpoena her. 

On cross-examination, Erica claimed that prior to trial she did not meet with the lawyers. 

She claimed that she was with the Applicant all day long on the day of the incident. She said that 

she was with his girlfriend, his mother, his son and her daughter. She stated that the girlfriend was 

there the entire time. 

Erica claimed that Det. Moore kept harassing her which is one of the reasons she had 

moved to Georgia. She stated that she knew Wilfred Pitts. She described the Applicant as a parent 

with a two year old son who he would get every two weeks. She also stated at the time of the trial 

she was living in West Columbia. 

Counsel Chehoski testified that they discussed and investigated and pursued a potential 

alibi defense because his client never indicated that he was guilty or at the crime scene to the 

defense team. Esaw brought up the potential alibi defense to them in a face to face meeting based 

upon the birthday party he was attending. Chehoski confirmed that the defense had hired 

investigators before he came on and they had found that there was a "window of time" period 

where the Applicant had left in his girlfriend's car. The defense had to address it as well as the 

girlfriend being a state's witness and the fact that the Applicant was picked out of a line-up. 

Counsel further declared an additional issue was that in his statement to law enforcement, the 

Applicant admitted to being at the scene as an accessory. Chehoski claimed these put them in a 

hole. Counsel testified that he did not call the mother because she was of no assistance. Counsel 

stated that an additional strategy was to challenge the voluntariness of his statements in the Jackson
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Applicant, Ricky Esaw, appeals the order of the Honorable Perry H. Gravely, 
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