From: Miss J. D. Cowan

To: Court Of Appeals Filings

Cc: jdigenna@du.edu

Subject: Re: South Carolina Court of Appeals Notice of Appeal Packet
Date: Friday, September 25, 2026 6:10:47 PM

Attachments: Cowan Motion to Stay Pending Appeal.pdf

Cowan Completed IFP Fee Waiver Draft.pdf
Cowan SC Court of Appeals Filing Packet.pdf
Resp. Motion To Dismiss-Cowan.pdf

Order of Dismissal-Cowan.pdf

*** EXTERNAL EMAIL: This email originated from outside the organization. Please
exercise caution before clicking any links or opening attachments. ***

Please find the attached

On Fri, Sep 25, 2026 at 4:24 PM Court Of Appeals Filings <ctappfilings@sccourts.org>
wrote:
[External Email From]: ctappfilings@

Good morning,

Please review the South Carolina Appellate Court Rules (SCACR) listed below as well as
the attached documents. The fact that you are not an attorney does not relieve you of the
responsibility to perfect your appeal in accordance with the SCACR.

The South Carolina Appellate Court Rules may now be found on our website
https://sccourts.org/resources/judicial-community/court-rules/.

For the Notice of Appeal: Rule 203, SCACR.
For Emergency Motions: Rule 241, SCACR.

For Sample forms: Appendix C to Part II, SCACR Forms.

The notice filed with the appellate court shall be accompanied by the following:

1. Notice of Appeal (attached Form 1 in Appendix C to Part II)

il. Proof of service showing that the notice has been served on all respondents
(attached Form 7 in Appendix C to Part II)
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THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA
IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS
DORCHESTER COUNTY

Case No. 2026-CP-18-1219

Jennifer Di Gennaro Cowan, Appellant
V.
MJHoldings SC, LLC, Respondent.

APPELLANT'SVERIFIED MOTION FOR STAY / SUPERSEDEAS PENDING APPEAL

Appellant Jennifer Di Gennaro Cowan, appearing pro se, respectfully moves this Court
pursuant to Rule 241, SCACR, Rule 62, SCRCP, and applicable South Carolinalaw for an order
preserving the status quo and staying enforcement of the matters affected by the September 2, 2026
Order while Appellant's appeal to the South Carolina Court of Appealsis pending.

FACTUAL AND PROCEDURAL BACKGROUND

1. On May 12, 2026, Appellant timely appealed the Magistrate Court g ectment proceeding to the
Dorchester County Court of Common Pleasin this case.

2. Respondent thereafter filed a Motion to Dismiss and a separate Memorandum in Support.
Appellant received the two-page Motion to Dismiss but did not receive the separately filed
supporting memorandum or its accompanying exhibits. Respondent's filed Certificate of Service
identifies the “Motion To Dismiss, Notice of Hearing and Certificate of Service” as the papers
mailed to Appellant; it does not identify the separately filed memorandum or accompanying
exhibits.

3. On August 12, 2026, Appellant sought remote participation and/or a continuance because she
was physically unable to attend the scheduled hearing. The Court advised by email that it was
amenabl e to a continuance upon the parties consent. Appellant consented; Respondent did not. The
hearing proceeded in Appellant's absence.

4. On September 2, 2026, this Court entered an Order granting Respondent’'s Motion to Dismiss and
remanding the matter to the Dorchester County Magistrate Court.

5. Appellant received written notice of entry of the September 2 Order by United States Mail on or
about September 10, 2026. The transmitting envelope bears postage dated September 4, 2026.

6. Appellant is serving a Notice of Appeal from the September 2, 2026 Order to the South Carolina
Court of Appeals.

GROUNDSFOR RELIEF

Rule 241(a), SCACR provides that, as a general rule, service of anotice of appeal inacivil
matter automatically stays matters decided in the appealed order and the relief ordered. Rule
241(b), however, recognizes statutory and other exceptions. Rule 241(c) authorizes supersedeasin
a case subject to an exception and directs the court to consider whether relief is necessary to
preserve appellate jurisdiction or prevent a contested issue from becoming moot.





Because the underlying proceeding concerns possession of the residence at 129 Alicia
Drive, Appellant requests an express stay or supersedeas rather than relying solely upon the general
automatic-stay provision. To the extent S.C. Code Ann. 8 18-9-170 or another statutory security
requirement applies, Appellant respectfully asks the Court to determine the amount and form of any
undertaking, bond, or other security required and to allow Appellant a reasonable opportunity to
comply.

A stay is necessary to preserve meaningful appellate review. If the remand resultsin
execution of the gjectment and Appellant is dispossessed before the Court of Appeals can review
whether the Circuit Court properly dismissed her Magistrate Court appeal, the practical subject of
the appeal may be substantially altered and the requested appellate relief may be impaired. Rule
241(c)(2) specifically directs consideration of preservation of appellate jurisdiction and prevention
of mootness.

The requested relief would preserve the existing status quo while the appellate process
proceeds. Appellant does not ask this Court, through this motion, to decide the ultimate merits of
the possession dispute. She asks only that enforcement affecting possession be stayed long enough
for appellate review, subject to any lawful terms the Court determines are appropriate.

REQUEST FOR RELIEF
WHEREFORE, Appellant respectfully requests that this Court:

1. Stay enforcement of the September 2, 2026 Order, including further proceedings or execution
affecting Appellant's possession of 129 Alicia Drive, to the extent permitted by law, pending
disposition of the appedl;

2. Alternatively, issue awrit/order of supersedeas under Rule 241, SCACR, sufficient to preserve
the status quo and prevent execution of gjectment while the appeal is pending;

3. Pending aruling on this motion, enter temporary relief prohibiting execution of any warrant of
gjectment or other action dispossessing Appellant from the premises;

4. If an undertaking, bond, sureties, periodic payment, or other security is legally required,
determine the applicable amount and terms and permit Appellant a reasonable opportunity to
satisfy those requirements; and

5. Grant such other and further relief asthe Court deems just and appropriate to preserve
meaningful appellate review.

Respectfully submitted,

Jennifer Di Gennaro Cowan
Appellant, Pro Se

129 AliciaDrive
Summerville, SC 29483
Telephone: (854) 854-0131

Date: , 2026






THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA
IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS
DORCHESTER COUNTY

Case No. 2026-CP-18-1219

Jennifer Di Gennaro Cowan, Appellant
V.
MJHoldings SC, LLC, Respondent.

VERIFICATION

I, Jennifer Di Gennaro Cowan, declare under oath that | am the Appellant in this matter; that
| have read the foregoing Verified Motion for Stay / Supersedeas Pending Appeal; and that the
factual statements contained in it are true and correct to the best of my personal knowledge and
belief.

Jennifer Di Gennaro Cowan

Sworn to and subscribed before me
this day of , 2026.

Notary Public for South Carolina
My Commission Expires:






THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA
IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS
DORCHESTER COUNTY

Case No. 2026-CP-18-1219

Jennifer Di Gennaro Cowan, Appellant
v

MJHoldings SC, LLC, Respondent.

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

| certify that | served atrue and correct copy of the foregoing Appellant's Verified Motion
for Stay / Supersedeas Pending Appeal upon counsel for Respondent by depositing it in the United
States Mail, first-class postage prepaid, on , 2026, addressed as follows:

Chad D. Shelton, Esq.

West Law Firm, P.A.

P.O. Box 1869

Moncks Corner, SC 29461

Attorney for Respondent MJHoldings SC, LLC

Jennifer Di Gennaro Cowan
Appellant, Pro Se
Date: , 2026









SCCA 405 CP (Revised 04/2026) - COMPLETED DRAFT
STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA
IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS
DORCHESTER COUNTY

Jennifer Di Gennaro Cowan, Appellant
V.

MJHoldings SC, LLC, Respondent
File No. 2026-CP-18-1219

MOTION AND AFFIDAVIT TO PROCEED IN FORMA PAUPERIS
(Motion for Waiver of Costs and Fees)
[, Jennifer Di Gennaro Cowan, am unable to pay the costs of filing and service in the present matter and request that the
court waive the costs and allow me to proceed in forma pauperis.

I submit the following financial declaration and affidavit in support of this motion.

Name Jennifer Di Gennaro Cowan

Address 129 Alicia Drive, Summerville, SC 29483
Age 44

Occupation Onlinereseller

Employer Unemployed / Self-directed online reselling
Employer Address N/A

GROSSMONTHLY INCOME

1) Earnings $0.00
2) Overtime $0.00
3) Social Security / VA [/ Workers Comp / Disability (SSI) $0.00
4) Unemployment $0.00
5) Alimony / Child Support (receiving) $0.00
6) Other - Online reselling $1,100.00
TOTAL GROSSMONTHLY INCOME $1,100.00
ASSETS
1) Cash $36.00
2) Money in Bank Accounts (Checking & Savings) $509.00
3) IRA / 401K / Pensions $0.00
4) Other $0.00
TOTAL ASSETS $545.00






SCCA 405 CP (Revised 04/2026) - COMPLETED DRAFT
MONTHLY EXPENSES

1) Rent / Mortgage $900.00
2) Utilities $0.00
3) Cell Phone / Phone $0.00
4) Food $300.00
5) Alimony / Child Support (Paying) $0.00
6) Child Care $0.00
7) Car Payment $0.00
8) Car Operating Expenses $0.00
9) Clothing $0.00
10) Cable / Satellite TV / Internet $0.00
11) Medical / Dental / Vision Expenses $0.00
12) Medical / Dental / Vision Insurance $0.00
13) Credit Card / Loan Payments $0.00
14) Other - Monthly household bills $300.00
TOTAL MONTHLY EXPENSES $1,500.00
HOUSEHOLD INFORMATION
1) Number of Adult Dependents Residing in the Home 0
2) Number of Minor Dependents Residing in the Home
TOTAL NUMBER OF DEPENDENTS

Financial summary: Monthly income $1,100.00; monthly expenses $1,500.00; monthly shortfall $400.00.

| declare that the information provided above is true and correct to the best of my knowledge and belief.

Jennifer Di Gennaro Cowan, Affiant Date

Sworn to and subscribed before me this day of , 2026.

Signature of Notary Public

Printed Name of Notary Public

My Commission Expires:

Important: Thisisacompleted filing draft based on the financial fieldsin South Carolina Judicial Branch Form SCCA 405 CP (Revised
04/2026). Sign only in the presence of a notary. If the clerk requires the exact court-issued PDF form, copy these completed entries onto that
official form.






THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA
IN THE COURT OF APPEALS

APPEAL FROM DORCHESTER COUNTY
Court of Common Pleas
The Honorable Diane S. Goodstein, Circuit Court Judge

Case No. 2026-CP-18-1219

Jennifer Di Gennaro Cowan, Appellant
2
MJHoldings SC, LLC, Respondent.

NOTICE OF APPEAL

Jennifer Di Gennaro Cowan, Appellant, proceeding pro se, appeals the Order of the
Honorable Diane S. Goodstein dated September 2, 2026, entered in the Court of Common Pleas
for Dorchester County in Case No. 2026-CP-18-1219. Appellant received written notice of entry
of the Order by United States Mail on or about September 10, 2026. The envelope transmitting
the Order bears postage dated September 4, 2026.

Date: , 2026

Jennifer Di Gennaro Cowan
Appellant, Pro Se

129 AliciaDrive
Summerville, SC 29483
Telephone: (854) 854-0131

Other Counsel of Record:

Chad D. Shelton, Esq.

West Law Firm, P.A.

207 Carolina Avenue

P.O. Box 1869

Moncks Corner, SC 29461

Telephone: (843) 761-5626

Attorney for Respondent MJHoldings SC, LLC





THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA
IN THE COURT OF APPEALS

APPEAL FROM DORCHESTER COUNTY
Court of Common Pleas
The Honorable Diane S. Goodstein, Circuit Court Judge

Case No. 2026-CP-18-1219

Jennifer Di Gennaro Cowan, Appellant
2
MJHoldings SC, LLC, Respondent.

PROOF OF SERVICE

| certify that | served the Notice of Appeal on Respondent MJ Holdings SC, LLC by
depositing a copy in the United States Mail, first-class postage prepaid, on
, 2026, addressed to Respondent's attorney of record:

Chad D. Shelton, Esqg.
West Law Firm, P.A.

P.O. Box 1869

Moncks Corner, SC 29461

Date: , 2026

Jennifer Di Gennaro Cowan
Appellant, Pro Se

129 Alicia Drive
Summerville, SC 29483
Telephone: (854) 854-0131





Date: , 2026

The Honorable Jenny Abbott Kitchings
Clerk, South Carolina Court of Appeals
P.O. Box 11629

Columbia, SC 29211

RE: Jennifer Di Gennaro Cowan, Appellant v. MJ Holdings SC, LL C, Respondent
Dorchester County Court of Common Pleas Case No. 2026-CP-18-1219

Dear Ms. Kitchings:
Enclosed for filing isthe Notice of Appeal in the above-captioned civil case. Also enclosed are:

1. Proof of service of the Notice of Appeal on Respondent's counssel;

2. A copy of the September 2, 2026 Order being challenged on appeal; and

3. Therequired filing fee of $250, unless the Court has granted or accepts applicable fee
relief.

Thank you for your assistance.

Sincerely,

Jennifer Di Gennaro Cowan
Appellant, Pro Se

129 AliciaDrive
Summerville, SC 29483
(854) 854-0131

cc: Chad D. Shelton, Esg., counsel for Respondent





Date: , 2026

Cheryl Graham

Clerk of Court, Dorchester County
5200 East Jim Bilton Boulevard
St. George, SC 29477

RE: Jennifer Di Gennaro Cowan, Appellant v. MJ Holdings SC, LL C, Respondent
Case No. 2026-CP-18-1219

Dear Ms. Graham:
Enclosed for filing is the Notice of Appeal in the above-captioned case.
Please file the enclosed Notice of Appeal in the lower-court record.

Thank you for your assistance.

Sincerely,

Jennifer Di Gennaro Cowan
Appellant, Pro Se

129 AliciaDrive
Summerville, SC 29483
(854) 854-0131

cc: Chad D. Shelton, Esg., counsel for Respondent








THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA
In the Court of Common Pleas

"APPEAL FROM THE MAGISTRATE COURT OF DORCHESTER COUNTY

The Honorable Tera SiiRichardson, Chief Magistrate

Case No. 2026CV1810302352
Appellate Case No.: 2026-CP-18-1219

Jennifer Di Gennaro COwan. .....ceceeeeeeeeeeenn.. Appellant

VS.

MJ Holdings SC,LLC........ | "W, . .. . ori s Respondent

RESPONDENTS’ MOTION TO DISMISS

Respondents herein, by and through their undersigned counse]. hereby move this

Honorable Court to dismiss Appellant’s appeal for failure to state an appealable

issue from the Order of the Magistrate’s Court dated May 6, 2026.
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This motion is supported by Respondents’ Memorandum In Support of

Respondents’ Motion To Dismiss and accompanying exhibits filed and served

contemporaneously herewith.

Respectfully submitted,

/s/ Chad D. Shelton
Bar No. 76247

West Law Firm, PA
207 Carolina Avenue
PO Box 1869

Moncks Corner, SC 29461
843-761-5626 (Telephone)
843-761-5627 (Fax)
chad@westlawfirmsc.com
Attorney for the Respondent

Moncks Corner, SC
June 11, 2026

Other party of Record:

Jennifer D1 Gennaro Cowan
129 Alicia Drive
Summerville, SC 29483
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THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA
In the Court of Common Pleas

APPEAL FROM THE MAGISTRATE COURT OF DORCHESTER COUNTY

The Honorable Tera S. Richardson, Chief Magistrate

Case No. 2026CV 1810302352
Appellate Case No.: 2026-CP-18-1219

Jenmer D Gennaro COWAD . isrvsrs ersevsnaranevs Appellant
VS.
MI:Holdings SC, LLC v i iticoin it vt iisent civainnsiniionswonsa Respondent
ORDER OF DISMISSAL
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PROCEDURAL BACKGROUND
Respondent filed an Applic;dtion for Notice to Quit Premises (Trespass) on April 22, 2026.
Subsequently a Notice to Quit Premises was ordered on April 23, 2026, with five (5) days’ notice
to show cause as to why Appellant should not be ejected. Appellant failed to show cause or
otherwise respond concerning the Notice to Quit Premises. On May 6, 2026, Chief Magistrate
Judge Tera S. Richardson rendered judgment in favor of Respondent and issued a Writ of

Ejectment. Appellant’s Notice of Civil Appeal, filed May 12, 2026, timely followed. On June 11,
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2026, Respondent filed its Motion to Dismiss and Memorandum in Support of its Motion to
Dismiss.

This matter was scheduled before the Court on August 12, 2026, pursuant to Respondent’s
Motion to Dismiss. At the call of the case, Respondent appeared with his attorney, Chad D. Shelton,
Esq., while Appellant, proceeding pro se, failed to appear. The Dorchester County Clerk’s Office
provided Appellant with notice of the hearing on July 10, 2026, July 24, 2026, and August 3, 2026.
Nonetheless, approximately two hours before the scheduled hearing, Appellant requested the in-
person hearing be conducted virtually, or alternatively, be continued. Appellant based her request
for a virtual hearing on purported health complications affecting her ability to walk due to swelling

in her legs, ankles, and feet. The email communication was without any corroborating medical

reports or Dr.’s statements. Pursuant to the short notice of Appellant’s request and the Court’s full

docket that afternoon, the Court declined to conduct the hearing virtually. Additionally,

Respondent objected to Appellant’s request and did not consent to a continuance. Hence, Appellant

was informed that the hearing would proceed in-person as scheduled.

On June 11, 2026, Respondent filed its Motion to Dismiss and Memorandum in Support
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along with various exhibits. Appellant did not file a Memorandum in Opposition or otherwise

respond to Respondent’s Motion to Dismiss.

After consideration of the filings, the arguments of counsel, and the applicable law, the

Court finds and concludes as set forth below.

STANDARD OF REVIEW

Under Rule 18(a) of the South Carolina Rules of Magistrates Court ("SCRMC"), "[a]ll

appeals of judgments rendered by the magistrates court shall be to the circuit court of the county
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Where the judgment was rendered” and the appellant must “file a notice of appeal containing a

statement of the grounds for appeal” within thirty days. Rule 18(a), SCRMC. Consistent with Rule

I8(a), Section 18-7-10 of the South Carolina Code likewise provides that appeals from judgments
rendered by a magistrate court "shall be to the circuit court of the county wherein the judgment
was rendered." S.C. Code Ann. § 18-7-10. Additionally, Section 14-5-340 authorizes circuit judges
to “hear appeals from magistrates' courts...upon notice as required by law.” S.C. Code Ann. § 14-

5-340. On appeal from the magistrates’ court, the circuit court "may affirm or reverse the judgment
of the court below, in whole or in part, as to any or all the parties and for errors of law or fact.”
S.C. Code Ann. § 18-7-170.

Under Section 18-7-30, “[i]n the notice of appeal the appellant shall state in what
particular or particulars he claims the judgment should have been more favorable to him. If he
claims that the amount of judgment is less favorable to him than it should have been, he shall state
what should have been its amount.” Furthermore, Section 18-7-150 provides:

If (a) the appellant failed to appear before the magistrate, (b) it is shown by the
affidavits served by the appellant, or otherwise, that manifest injustice has been
done and (c) the appellant satisfactorily excuses his default, the court may, in its
discretion, set aside or suspend judgment and order a new trial before the same or
any other magistrate in the same county at such time and place and on such terms
as the court may deem proper. When a new trial shall be ordered before a magistrate
the parties must appear before him according to the order of the court and the same
proceedings must thereupon be had in the action as on the return of a summons
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personally served.

S.C. Code Ann. § 18-7-150.
DISCUSSION

The subject matter herein involves real property owned and leased by Respondent MJ
Holdings SC, LLC, located at 129 Alicia Drive, Summerville, Dorchester County, South Carolina
(hereinafter the “Premises”). This averment was set forth in Respondent’s initial filing and remains

uncontroverted by Appellant. Respondent entered into a Monthly Rental Agreement for the
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Premises with Tommie Schmidt (“Lessee”). Thereafter, Lessee indicated that he was no longer

residing at the Premises, and his last rental payment to Respondent was made in February 2026.
Appellant never entered into a lease agreement with Respondent for the Premises and never

paid rent to Respondent. Accordingly, on April 22, 2026, Respondent filed an Application for

Notice to Quit Premises, supported by affidavit that represented Appellant was trespassing and
occupying the Premises without the owner’s permission. Subsequently, a Notice to Quit Premises
was ordered on April 23, 2026, affording Appellant five (5) days’ notice to show cause as to why
she should not be ejected from the Premises. Appellant failed to show cause or otherwise respond
to the Notice to Quit Premises. On May 6, 2026, Chief Magistrate Judge Tera S. Richardson
entered judgment and issued a Writ of Ejectment. Appellant thereafter filed a Notice of Appeal on
May 12, 2026. However, Appellant has not articulated a cognizable ground for appeal. Therefore,
Respondent’s Motion to Dismiss is GRANTED and this matter is hereby REMANDED to the
Dorchester County Magistrate’s Court for further proceedings.

AND IT IS SO ORDERED!
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The Honorable Diane S. Goodstein
Circuit Court Judge
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1ii. A copy of the order(s) and judgment(s) to be challenged on appeal if they have
been reduced to writing

iv. A filing fee as set by order of the Supreme Court: $250.00

** Please note: if you are filing a motion with your notice of appeal, an additional $50 is
required.

You may send all correspondence and filings to the Court by emailing: ctappfilings@no
sccourts.org.

South Carolina Court of Appeals
Clerk’s Office

1220 Senate Street

Columbia, SC 29201

Filings: ctappfilings@sccourts.org
Phone: (803) 734-1890

~~~ CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE ~~~ This message is intended only for the addressee
and may contain information that is confidential. If you are not the intended recipient, do not
read, copy, retain, or disseminate this message or any attachment. If you have received this
message in error, please contact the sender immediately and delete all copies of the message
and any attachments.
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