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IN THE BEAUFORT COUNTY COURT OF COMMON PLEAS
FOURTEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT


BEAUFORT COUNTY, SOUTH CAROLINA


CASE NO: 201G-CP-00804


MOTION FOR EXTENSION OF


BENNY HUDSON SEAFOOD CORP.,
Plaintiff,


-VS-


MARTIN GOVAN,
Defendant,


and


MARTIN GOVAV,
Third Party Plaintiff,


-VS-


CRAIG \VIIITE and GERALDINE WHITE


Defendant(s), Pro Se.


TIME TO ANslh/ER AND
THIRD PARTYCOMPLAINT


Defendant(s),   Geraldine   White,   pro   se,   respectfully   request(s)   an   order   granting


defendant(s), pro se, an additional  30 days in which to move, plead or otherwise respond to the


Plaintiff s ComplainvAmended Answer and Third Party Complaint.   I (we) am (are) looking for


an attorney  who can assist in this case.  I was being represented by  Counsel;  however,  Counsel


decided to stop representing me, Geraldine White, in the midstream of this case.


October 23, 2019


Hilton Head Island, SC 29926
Telephone:  843-681-3947
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s'rATE oF souTI] CAROLI.`'.+ oF BF.AiiFOR'I` c`ou^`'Ty
COURT OF CO.tl.\10`'  PLE.+S  IJ '`[' JUDICI.-\L CIRCUIT


`\l.I,\R.l`,\  GO\,/\\'`


TI IIRD  P.-\RT\'  PL\lNTIFf``


VS.


GEK.+\LDINE  \\'I-Irl`E  and  C`RAIG  \\''[-IITE


TI IIRl)  PAR'l`Y  DEl.`E\'L)ANT (s)


A\'S\\`'L`R TO TI IIRD PARTY
COMPI,AINT


Case No:2018-C`I'-07-00804


(,`l).\rlES  \'0\\'  till.  thii.il  pail}   Del.endanl  Gi`r:`ldine  \\'.hite`  (hereinal`ti`r`  ..\\''hiti``.).


reser\ing  all  rights to :-`mencl  the  .i\ns\\.er in ac`i`ord:ince u ith  South  C`arolimi  Rules of the.  (,`ourt`


ri`sponding,'ansui`ring  Compliiint  of thi.  third part}'  Plainlifl`(s) hi`ri`in`  .\1:irtin  Go\.an  and  \\.ould


rl`spec`tl`ull}.  sh(i\\.  the  I.ollou'iiig  imto  this  I lonorabli` Court:


PARTIES ./\ND JURISDICTI()N


I.     'l`hird  l'art.\   I'laintiff.  .\Iai.tin Go\.im.  is  :1 citizen  €`nd  residc`nt  of Bi2ziuforl  Coilnt\'.


South  C`arolina.


2.     'I`hircl  Piu-I.\'  i)|`l`i`nik`iit  Gi`riildini`  \\'hite  is  a  citizen  :mil  ri`sident  ol` 13i`aufort  C`oiint}',


Soiilh  Carolina.


3.     `I`hird  Party.  Di.rendiint  Geraldine  \\'hitc.  \\'as fi co-o\\'ni`r (in mme onl}.) of a  \.i`ssal


mmed .`P;ipa.s Grace`.  th;`t  \\.as alll`gedl}. parked.''tied  lip :`t the dock ol` Biun}'  I-ludson's  Si`afood


Corp`  \\ith  pi`rmission'  at  the  timi.  ol`the  I liirriczmi`  M€ithe\\'  ln  October 2()16.


+.     -I hc;.  ili`tii)n  i`omplaineil  ol` in  thi`  Third-Pi`i.t}.  Com|)I;tint  alli.gi`dl.\.  occ`urrc(I  \\.ithin


13t`aul`orl  Count\   in Octobi`r :016.


`  See  Exhibit  #1  and  #2  Affidavits
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5.    Jurisiliction  and  \ enui` arc` propi`r  l`oi. thi`  foregoing rL'asons.


6.      All  ans\\.crs aml  factual  I.i`i`itations i`ontained herein  abo\/'e  and belo\\' shall  be


ri`stL`tc`d and  incorporuti.d  as  to each dl`fl`nsi`. i`oiinti`rclaim,  i`ausi` ol` actii)n.  I.i`isi`d  herl`in.


FOR A F`IRST I)EFENsl<:


7.    Third  I'art}.  Di`fendunt admits onl}'  so  miii`h of the allegations  contain \\ithin  the


Plainti{`f s Third-PLirt,\  Complaiilt .1s could  be construe.d to allcgi.  thi`t  at all  timi`s reli`\'anl this


Di.fend£`nt  Geraldini.  \\'hiti. \\.as co-o\\'.ner (in  name onl} )  with  C`raig  \\''hiti. ol` the  subjcc`t boat`


nami`d  I'apii`s GracL`.  and  that this  boat \\'as  li`gall.\'  doi`kcd at  Bonn.\.I liiclson  Seafood Col.p.  \\'ith


•..`i)Tess  kiiow li.ilgc`  permission  i`iid  i.i)nsent ol` Bi`nn}.I ludson  Si`iifu{)il  Corp ri`prl.sentfiti\.c`


Ton}.a Hiidson.  to  Defend!int's belii.f and kno\\'ledge (Si`e  I.`hibit  # 1  Craig  White  Al`lida\'it and


See  I.:.`hibit  fi2  Riitl}'  Simmons Afl`idii\'it).   Thi`re  \\.as  no  \\'ritti`n  lease i`greement  nor an}'  \vritten


contract entered  into bl`tu.een  these parties` and that  in October 2016,  this  boat sul.fi`rcd  disabling


d.iimgi` iis tlie rc`siilt ol` an :`ct  of Gocl \\ith thi` passiige ol` I liirrii`aiie  Malthe\\.`  i`nd that as fi ri`sult


of llurrii`ani`  Matthl`u  this boat  sunkl`n  in the absimi:i` ol` insurani`e  L`o\'erage or public  assisti`ncc


prij\ iiling  l`or ri`mo\.al`  anil  thi`t  this  Di`l`i.ndam  \\`.hiti`   has  been  uiiabli.  to  I.I.li.ie\'e  or  I.ei`1o\.i`  thi`


boat  sini`i`  the  limi` despite  iill  attempts  to  do  so.


Fol` A sF.co`'D DEFEr`'SE


8.       This  Third-Part\.  Del`i`ndant  \\''hitc`  \\'olild  sho\\'  thz`Hhc Third-Part\'  l'laiiitift`claim


i`oiild  not  be  l`easibli.  in  thi.  iibsi`iii`i'  i)[`ji)ining  into  iL  singiiliir i`i\'il  i`ction  iill  otlicr  boats`  \.i`ssi`ls`


£ind their ()\\.nor th{`t  \\.ill.e  sunken ilt or ni`ar this propert}' diii` to the  I Iurric.ine  Matthc\\. and/or


other i`i`ts ol. God.  Therc.foi.i.  Di`t`endiim  \\'hiti-w.oul(I  sho\\  that the Third-P:`rt\.  Plaintifl` has


l`i`Ili`ii  to join  nei`|`ssar}   aml  indispi`nsabli`  piirtil`s  in  this  action.  an(l  thei.i`l`oi.e`  piirsiiam  to  Rille


19  SC`RC.l'`  imd i`ll other i`pplii`abll.  la\\.`  this  Defiiidant  \\''hite `.equests that  Plaintift`s 'rhird-
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Pal.I.\.  C`omplaint  bi` dismissi`d against her. and/or that this i`ction bc. joined  \\.ith the other similar


ci\ il  iictions  alread}.  fili'd.


FOR A THIRl) I)EFENSE


C).     .l`his  Diifi`ndiint  \\t'hitc.  plc.ads .;\i`t  of God as a i`omplete del`ensi` and  bar t() Thil.d-


P{`i.t}   l'laintil`l`s  i`i`tii>n  iigainst  her..


r`oR .i FouRTII DEFE.`'sE


10. This  Defendant  White pleads the stiitiiti` of frauds as a compli`te deri`nse :md  bar to


'|`hird-Pal.t}r  Pl:\illtil`l`s  i`c(ion  i`gaillst  hi`r.


FOR A  FIFTII  DEFF:NSE


11.  Thi.i  Di`l`c`nikim  \\'hiti` plea(ls assumption  of iisk as {i compli.tl` ilefi'nse iind  b:`r to


Pliiintil`l`s  iii`tion  i\g;iinst  hi`r.


FOR f\ SIXTI`l  DEI`F.NSE


12.  This  I)el.L`ndant  White. pleads the doctrini` of abi`iidonment  as a complete dc`fense and


bi`r  to  '1`hird-l'art}.  lJlaintit`rs  iii`tion iigi`inst  hi`r.


Ii`OR A SEVEh`TI'I  I)EFEi`'SE


13.  This  Di`l`endant  \\'liitc` plc`ads the doi`tiinL. ol` imclc`an hands as a i`omplete del`cnse and


bi`i.  to  Thii.d-Piirt}   Phintil`f s  ;`i`tion  i`gainst  lier.


FOR Ar`'  EIG[ITll  DEI`Er`'SE


I i.  This  I)i]l`i`nilant  \\'.hiti`  I)li`:`ds  thi. doi`trini`  of l`ailurc  to  mitigati` damagi`s  {`s  a


complete  del`cnse and  bai. to  .l`hird-Part.\'  Plaintil`1`s ai`tion  £`gaiiist  her.


F 0 R A .`. I .r`' T 11 I) E F E N s E


15.  This  i)efciidam  \\'hiti`  \\`oiild  sh()\\' that  to  the  i`.\ti`nt  that  'l`hird-Pal.t\.  Pl;iintil`f
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Complaint  r;iisi`s  the (ippliciltion  of l``i`deral:  I.a\\'  piirsuant  to  Title  33  io9  U.S.C.f\.  (the  \\''i.ec`k


Remo\ {il  .r\i`t)`  u ithoiit  admitting  i`n}.  \ iokition  ol` Fcdcral  La\\.`  this Third-I':irt\.  Defendant


White  \\.oiild  sho\\. that  this  Court  lack  subji`ct  matter jllris(1iction  o\'er this  z`L`tion.  as  the cntirc


ai`tion  is prec`mpti.d  based  upon  the .ipplii`.ition or I.`edcr:`l  La\\..  In addition.  the  F`eder;il  L£`\\.


kno\\.n its  the  Wrci`k  Rc`mo\'al j'|\ct  is a matter or law c:nl`orcement  or exi`cuti\.e branch action


r;`ther th{m jiidii`i€il  branch  :`i`lion.  alld  lmcli`r the. i..\press terms of this  stalliri. there  is  no  pri\.ate


c`i\il  c`aiisi` of action created  thcri`under.  Theri`I`ore.  this  Del`endant  White  plc.ids preemption as a


i`ompleti`  di.t`i`nse  iinil  biir  to  '1.hiril-Piirt}   Plainlil`l`s  ;ii`tion  agaiiist  hi`r.


FOR A TE^NTI'I I)EFF.NSE


16.  This  Defi`ndant  \\.11iti`  \\.ould  sho\\. that  Third-P:irt}'  Plaintil`fs  Complaint  fails  to  stati`


facts cnoiigh  to  constitute a i`aiise of action against  this Third-Part}'  Di`I`cndant.  and  thei.c`fore,


this  Di'l`ondanl  \\'.hiti`  pi.a.\ s  the  'I`hird-Pi`rt}'  I'laintil`f s  C`omplaim  bi`  clismissi`d  pursuiiii[  tt]  Rule


12(b)(6)  SCRC`I'.  aml  all  otlier iipplii`iibli`  Ia\\'s.


1`` 0 R .-\ .`'  E L I \.'' I.: .`' T I-I  I) E F E .`' S F.


17.  .1`his  Di`l`i`ndant  \\'hiti`  \\.ould  sho\\  that  llpcm  inforrm`tion  and  belii'f,  tliis  iii`tion


touches  upon and  c`oni`crns  sunken \.cssi`ls diie to iicts of God \\'ithin the mvig£`ble  \\.i`ters of the


United  Stati`s of Americ`a` {ind thereforc`.  Di.fondant  \\..hiti` rcspci`tfull}'  siibmits  th;`t  this Coiirt


I:`i`ks  siibjcc.t  matti`i.jiirisdii`tion  ill  this  ai`tion.


FOR `+ T\\'.ELFrll I)EFE.`'sE


18.  This  I)i`l`endiint  \l''.bite  \\.ould  slic)\\. thfil  this  action  is  go\'emi.d  b\'  I.`edi`ral  La\\.`


;ind'or  .\Iuritimi`  Jurisdiction`  itnd,`or  ni:itters  i'.`clusi\'c`  iinder thi.  control  of tlii.  Exei`iiti\'iT  Bi.ani`h


(or law  |'nforcement  !`geni`ies), alid  lhl`ri`l`ori``  this  Defi`ndant  \\'hite  pr£`.\.s thiit  this Third-I'i`ily


C`ompliiim  bi`  dismissi`d  pursui`nt  to  Riile  12(b)( 1  ).  SCRCP.  and  i`Il  othi`r applicabll`  law .
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FOR.;\.1`[I]RTEF.r\''I`HDF.FE`:sE


I t).  .l`his  Di.fendiint  \t'hiti`  u oiild sho\\. thL`t  an.\  damagiJs or injurii.s cl:iimi'd  b}.  Third-


Part}.  Pl:iiiitir!` in  this  i`i`tion`  all  ol` w hii`h  ai.I.  c..`pri.ssl.\'  ilenied`  \\.ere  dull  to  aml  caused  solely  b}.


thi` negligence or gross  negligi`iiec ol`third piirt}.  plaintiff or entities o\'i`r \\.horn this  Di.l`endant


\\`'hiti.  exc.I.i`ised  Ilo  aiithoi.it}'  or control.  ancl  thcrel`oi.e`  this  Del`end£`nt  \\.''hite  pleads  lack of


pri\.it}'  and  lack or proxim:itc cause  as a i`ompletc di`fense and  bar to Thiril-I'iirt}.  Plfiintifl`s


C`omplaint against her.


r`oRAFouRTEr:`'.I`iID1.:FF.^`'sF.


20.  'l`his  I)el`i`ndam  \\`'hite  \\'oulcl  sho\\'  that  il`an}'  injiiries  or damages  \\'cri`  suffcrcd  b.\.


•l`hird-Piirt}   Pkiimil`f in  this  ai`tion.  :ill  (il`whii`h  iire  e.`pri`ssl}'  denied`  {hi`n  such  injiiries  or


damages  \\.eri. due  to and caused  solel.v  b}'  or in  part  b}'  the Third-Pal.t.\'  Pk`intifl`s o\\.n


ni'gligence or gr()ss ni.gligcni`i..  and thc`rel`ore. this  Del`cndi`nt  \\'.bite pli`ads  thi' doi`trini.s ol`


contributor}'  ncgligcnce and  or i`ompar{`ti\'.i. ncgligeni`e  either as a set ofl`or :` completi. di.tense


iind  b{ir to  Thii.d-Piirt}'  PIL`intifl`s  Complaim  ag;iinst her.


A1)I)iTI0r`'ALA.`'s\\'ERToTIIIRi)-pARTypLAINTIFF'sc0,\JipLAir`'T


21.  Third-Pi`rt}'  Di`I.enduiit di`n}.  alli]gations  of Third-Pi`rt}`  Plaintifl`s  Compliiint  27  that


Defilidant`s commercial  fishing  \'essel  \\'£is berthccl flt  13enny  I-ludson  Seafood  C`orp`s`  dock


\\.ithoul  pi`rmission.  consent  or authoi.iz£`tion  from  Benny  I ludson  Si`al`ood  C`orp`  Pl:iintil`l`(See


I.\hil)it # I )


ii.     Defi`nd:`m  \\''hile  \\.as told  b}.  co-defend{lnt  Cr{iig  \\'hiti` uncl  Rud}'  Simmons


thi`t  .I.on} i`  I Iiidsoii`  gii\'i-thi`m  pi`).mission  t{i  lil-lip  th.  bt]i`t  tt>  thi.  I'I:`inti``l`s


llol`k.
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22.  Third-l'art}'  Dcfendiiiit den}'  allegations of Third-Part}'  Plaintiffs  C`omplaint 28 that


Third  P;irt}   Defendiints,  or their agcn[s or emplo}.ees.  at a time prior to  I-lili.ricane  .\'Iatthi`\\.`


doc`ked  .ind  tii`d  P.ipa`s Gi.ai`i.  on thL`  starboi`rcl  sidi` of the Josie t\'.Ill  \\ithoiit  'I`hird  Part\.


Plaintifl`s  pc`i.mission.  consi'nt`  or  aiithori/.ation and iliJmi`n(I  strict  proot` lliei.eol`.


23.  Third-Pi`rt}.  Di'1`endiint  den}'  allegations  ol`Third-I'ail}..  I'laintil`l`s  C`omplaint  29 that


Diiring  lhi' i`oursi. of I lurricane  i\'kiltlii`\\.` Third  Part}'  Defendaiits commerciiil  fishing  \ cssel`


Pfipz`.s Gr:ii`e. sunk al  l'laintiff s dock.  \\'hii`h  in turn i`:`uscd  Third  Pal.t}.  l'laintirf s \'esscl  to sink


Lit  l'liiintil`I`s  ilt)i`k  and  demalid  sti.ii`t  pi.ool`.


24.  Third-Pall).  Dct`i`ndant den}'  illlegations ol`Tllird-Piirt.\'  Plaintifl`s  Complaint  30 that


I)iii`  to  thi.  positioning  ol. thi`  \.i'ssi.ls.  Thii.i]  I'£irt}'  Di`fcnd:`nts`  \ i.ssel.  I'iipi`.s  Griii`i`.  slink  in  from


ol`and  nil.\t  to  'I`hii.d  l'ai.I.\'  l'laintil`l`s  \'essel  find  di`mand  `strict  pi.oof thi`I.i.ol`.


25.  'l`hiril-l'ail}   I)i`feniliint  den.\  iilli`gations  ol`'l`hird-Pi`rt}.  Pliiimill`s  Coniplaint  31   that


Due to the  positioning ol`thi.  \.essels,  salvagi` of Third-Part,v  Plaintil`(`s \'i`ssel  c`annot  bi`


z`ci`omplishi`d  \\ithout  lirsl s£`l\.aging Third  Part}'  I)i`fendants`  \.i`ssel`  Pap:I.s Grace .ind ill`mand


strii`tproofthi`ri.t)l`.


26.  Third-l'art}   Di`l`endiint den}.  alll`gations of Third-P:irt}'  Plaintifl`s Complain  32 that


I`hird  Pal.I.\   I)|`l`i`ndants  ha\ 1`  faili`il  imil  rel`iisl`d  tii  `sal\';`gi.  Pfip(`.s  Gi-iii`i` to  iliite  ill`spite  repi`iiti`d


I.eqiii`sts £`nd  cl`foi.ts to do  same and demand  strii`t  prool` thcri.ol`.


ii)    Third-Part}   Del`endi`nt  m£`dc.  mall}.  atti`mpts  to  seml  pi`ople  to  in\,.i'stig{itc.


t`ml}.z.i``  and  to t.1ke  pii`tiires of allegi`d boat debris:  ho\\.e\ er,  I'laintil`l` agl`nts


and.'or i`mplo}'ee di`nicd  them access. stating that  it  \\as pri\.{`ti`  propcrt}..  Thc`


\\eri. di`nii`d  ac`i`ess to  that ;`ri`a each time.


J7.   I.hiril-I':irt}   Di'l`endfint  dl`ii}'  i`ll|`giitions  ol`1`hii.d-Part}.  Pk`intil`l`s  Compliiint  33  th;`t
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I`hircl  l'art\.  Plaintil`I`s  \i.ssi`l.  Josic` N.111`  \\`.ould  n(tt  ha\'e  siink  if Third  Part,v  Defend:`nts  and/or


thi`ir agi`nts or emplo}.ecs dill  not tic.  up and  moor Third  Party.  Det`i`ndants`  \.i``ssel`  Papa.s  Grai`e`


to Third  P{`rt}'  Plaintifl`s \'i`ssil  dilring l]urricane  Matthi.\\' and demand  strii`t  prool` thereof.


28.  Thii.d-Part\   Di`fenillint  stiltiJ's th{il  i`o-ilet`i`ndant`s  iiffidtl\rit  stilti`s  that  Third-Party.


I)et`i`niliint`s  \.t`ssel  Was  sei`iiri'd  properly..  tiecl  i`orrei`tl}'  and  \\'ith thi`  pi'rmission  ol` Ton} ii


I lu(lsoii.  h.ei`essi`r}  pi.i`caiilions  \\i`ri.  taki`n  to  prepi`re  Papi`.s GrLii`e  l`or I luri.icuni`  ,\`l:`tthi"  and


hL`il  l'Lipi``s  Grai`e  berthi`cl  at  thi.  Plaintil`fs  doi`k  in  .1  sezi\\'orth}'  In£`nner.


FoR.,\FIF`TiITEEr\.THDF,FF..`'sE


(Nl,gligl.llCC.)


2`).  Thii.d-P:irt}.  I)i`fonik`nt  ri.stiili`s  the  fort.  goiiig parz`graphs  €`s  il` l`ull}.  set  forth  hi`rein


Verbatim.


30.  Third-Part\   Pl;iintilT had  ii dut\'  to  I.ind a siil`i` harbor.  to pri]perl.\'  maintain iind  take


ri`asomible preci`iitions to  pl.i`piiri.1iis c`ommel.c`ial  \'i`ssels  for i`xtremi`  \\.cathcr,  to not  till or nioor


thi.il-commi`rcial  fishing  \.i`ssel  lo  und`oi. ni.iir Thiril  I'i`rt}   Di`l`endant.s  \'|`ssi.I.  and  to  taki`


reasonabli` pri'caiitions to  not allow  thc`il. commeri`ii`l  fishing  \ |.ssi`l  to i`aiise damage  lo  Thii.cl


Pal.t\   Del`endfinl`s \'i`sscl`  and to t£`ke l.ez`som`bli`  i`rl`orts to  sal\'age and remo\'e his  sunken  \'csscl


fi.om  its current  loci`tion after the  passage ol` I lurrici`ni.  Miitthc`w .


31.  .l`hird-Part}.  Plaintirl` had  enough  iid\.i`nce  u.arning  and  kno\\.ledge  of I lim-ic`.ine


\li`tthi`u  li)  position  his  i`ommci.i`ial  \.essel  in  a si`iiworth}  mLinni`r.  to  giiiiril  i`gi`inst  d€unagi`s


posed  b}   I luri.ii`anc  Miitthcw  pri(n. to  its i`rri\'al`  to  untie and  not  moor his  \ i.ssel  lo  and,'or ni`ar


I.hii-d  Part\   Del`end:int.s  \.essel  and to  tiike othi'r pritper actions to  giii`rd ;`giiinst  ci`iising d:imagii


to  Thii.d-I'art\`  I)i.l`endi`nt`s  \i`ssel  imcl  Plaintil`I`s  pi.opi`I.t}..


32.  Third  ['art\  Pl:iintiff s bri.i`i`hi`d  the dutii`s of col.i` hi` o\\i`d tit 1 hii.d  Piirt.\  D|`l`i.ndam
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and othi`rs  b}  his i`arcless`  negligi`nt`  grossl.\'  ncgligi`nt`  reckless.  \villful.  and  \\anton conduct  in


one or miiri`  of thi`  folli)w ing  partil`iiliirs:


a.              Failing  lo  remo\i`  his  commercial  \'i`ssel  to  ii  si`1`e  h€irbor pl.ior to  I+limicane


Mzltthc\\,:


b              I``ailing to  propcrl.\'  mintain oi. pi.epi`re his commercial  \.i.sscl  for c.\ti.cmc  w.eather


to  pre\.ent their \.cssc`l  from dcim`ging other \.essels:


1`. I.`€iiling  to  fri`i`  his  \'essc`1  I.I.om  othi.r  \.essels  to  pre\.em  his  \ essi`l  l`r{mi  ilamaging


olhi`I.\`i`ssels:


d.               I.`ailing  to  propc.rl}   seciiri`  his  \.essi`l:


i`.              I.`iiiling  lo  pi.opi`rl.\.  position  his  \.essel  to  pr.i"`nt his \.i`ssi`l  l`ri)in diii"iging  other


\'essels:


1`.               I.`ailing  to  ti`ke  suc`h  other recisombli` prec`aiitions  its  uoiild  normall}'.  bi`  ti`kcn  b,v  z`


prudent  person  iinder the gi\'i`n i`iri`iiinstanccs;


g               I.`ailing to  ri`mo\.i`  his  siinken  \'essel:


h.           \''iolating lhi` sliitutcs and ci)mmon  lau  ofthc. Stati` of south carolim {`nd  thi`


Uniti`d  States:  :ind`


i.             Such other ;ind  l`urlhi`r acts o{`nl`gligent`  ri`i`kli`ss`  i`nd  wanton i`ondui`Ho  be


di`monstrated  b\'  the  c\idenci.  £`1  trizil.


33.          As a ciiri`ct  zmd  pro.`ilmti. ri`sult ol`thi` careless`  ni`gligent.  grossl}'  ni`gligent`


rec`kless`  u illl`ul`  and  \\.anton  acts  and  omissions  ol` Third  P.irt}''  Plaintil`l` hi`i.cin`  Third  Piirt}.


I)I.l`|.ndiim  h;is  sul`l`i.rl`d  damages.  incliiding  biit  ni)t  limilL.cl  to.  propert}  damige.  loss  ol` |.iiming


i`iipai`it.\   cliii`  lo  thi`  sinking  i>I` his  \.i`ssi.l`  l`i`ar  iinil  an.`ii.l}..  menti`l  angiiish.1t>ss  ol` ini`omi``


incon\.i`nii.ni`i'`  loss  ol`enjo.\'ment  of lit`i.`  iittornc}.`s  l`c`es {`iid  costs  incurri'il  in  di`fending
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Plaintiffs action`  and  such  otl`er iti`ms of h{mn  to  be  demonsti.:`ted  b}.  thl'  i`\.idi`ni`c  pri.scntcd at


trial.


34            I.`iirther.  an}.  clamagcs  suffered  or i`aiised  to  be  suffered  b}.  I'laintil`t` I ludson  in  this


ai`tion  \\'erc  due  to and  cfiiisi`d  primaril}.  or solcl.\'  b.\.  Third  Part}'  Plaiiitiff b{`si-cl  iipon  the


cari]less.  ni.gligi]nt.  ri`i`kless`  \\illfiil`  aml  \\z`nton  Licts  pri.\'ioiisl}'  outlined  herein.  and  thcrel`ore`


should  an.\   finiling  ol`i`iilpiibilit}   or  liminci:il  impai`t  ri`siilt  to  Di`fendant  \\'hiti'`  \\.hiL`h  is


expressl}'  denii`d`  then  Third  l'ai-t}'  Di-fondant  \\''hite shall  be |`ntitled to  contribution  and,/or


indcmnit\.  from  .l`hiril  I'art\   Plaintiff Go\'an.


35.           Third  p.irt}.  Plaintil`!`is  not  entitled  to jiidgment  again.sUhc  Third-I';`rt}'


Defendants  l`or iii`tuiil  cli`m`gi`s`  l`or pimiti\'c  dal"`ges.  I.or thi`  i`osts  of this  iii`{ion`  l`or


pri`jiidgmem  interi.st  on all  spi`i`ial  damages`  for post judgment  interest`  ancl  foi. sui`h other.


'l`hit.il-I'iirt.\   ['li`inlil-l` \\as  nl`gligi`nt.  iiiid  this  i`iisi`  sh{tiiliJ  bi.  itismissi`d  l`or  liLi`k  ol`jiirisdii`tion.


1zii`k  of mi`iit`  lai`k  ol`e\'idl`nce  to  siibstantiate  his  ckiim  against  Third-Part}'  D|`fend:mt  Whiti`.


36.  'I`hird-Pail\.  Pliiintifl` failc`d to  mitigate.  his d;unagcs.  Getting  thc` boat debris  should


ha\'c bi`i`n i`omplcti`d  .it cost and thi` Thil.d-Parl}.  I)i`fendant coiild  ha\.c  bci`n  siied  for thi` cost  of


dl'b].isri`nlo\.al.


37.  Third-Piirt}   Plaintil`l` I.i`ili`il  to  pl.o\'ide  thi`  Third-Part}.  Di`l`i`nd;mt  or  this  Court  i`n.\.


1`i`ctii:`I  i'\idenci.  that  an}   ol`1hi`  (li`bris  l`rom  Papa`s  Gracc`  is  loc:`ted  as  allegccl  and  i`auscd .1n}'


ilamiigi.  to  his  \ |issil|.


38.  Third  I't`rt}'  Deft.ndant  \\''hiti`  denies  an}'  alli`gations  silt  l`oi.th  in 'I`hird-Part,\'


Plaintil`l`s  Compli`int imd  di`m€mds  strii`t  proof thl.ri`ol`.


\\'.I IERFl.`()RF.  ha\.ing  raise{l  liis  .~\ml`ndi`d  .t\ns\\.i`r iinil  Third-l'art}.I  Complaint  here.in.


this   l`hil.d-Pal.t}   Di`fi'nilant.  Gemldine  \\'hiti``  pri`.\'s  that  Plaintif[`s  Complaint  bl`  ilismissi`d  I-or
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kicL  i]fjiirisdii`tion`  Lai`k  or ml`i.it`  laL`k  of e\.idenc`e  and  lai`k  of l`;iilure  to  mitig€`te  his  d€`mages.


Third-P£`i.t}'  Defl'ndant  pri`} s that  this Coiii.t  \\.ould  i`\\ard  i`osts and  expcliscs  ini`urrcd  in


respollding to  sfinii``  l`orjudgment ilgainst Third-Part}.  Di`fend;`nts  for actuiil  dai"igi`s`  l`oi.


puniti\J'i` dfimiiges and  the c`ost of di`lending this ac`titin.  and  for  further ri`lii.l` :`s  this  Cc]urt deems


iiLst  .Ind  appropriiLte.


I)ati`il  Oi`tobi`i.  =9`  2U 19


I lilton  [Ieacl  lsland`  SC`  29926
. I  1. I
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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA
COUNTY OF BEAUFORT


)


BENNY HUDSON SEAFOOD CORP, et al,)
plaintiffs,                                      )


)


V.


ivunTIN GOvAN
Third-Party Plaintiff,


V.


CRAIG WIIITE and GERALDINE WHITE,)
Third-Party Defendants. )


IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS
CASE NO.: 2018-CP-07-00804
CASE NO.: 2018-CP-07-00793


COUNTERCLAIM 0F
THIRD-PARTY DEFENDANT
GERALDINE WHITE


BEFORE THE HONORABLE JAMES I WEGMANN,MASTER-IN-EQUITY


COUNTERCLAIM 0F DEFENDANTITHIRD-PARTY DEFENDANT
GERALDINE WIHTE


DefendantandThird-PartyDefendant,GeraldineWhite("Counterclaimant"),appearingsuijuris,
respectfullysubmitsthisCounterclaimagainstthefollowingparties:
BermyHudsonSeafoodCorporation("BHSC"),BarbaraHudson(inherindividualandofficial
capacity),MartinGovan,Patrick"Pat"Carr,andCarrLegalGroup,LLC(collectively
"Counterclaim Defendants").


I. JURISDICTION AND VENUE


I.ThisCouthasjurisdictionoverthesubjectmatterandpartiespursuanttothelawsoftheState
of South Carolina.


2.VenueisproperinBeaufortCounty,SouthCarolina,becausetheeventsgivingrisetothis
Counterclaim occurred within this jurisdiction.
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IT. FACTUAL BACKGROUND


3.  [n April of 2018, Berry Hudson Seafood Corporation` through its president Barbara Hudson,
filed a lawsuit against Geraldine White, Craig White[, and others:, even though BHSC had been
administrativcly dissolved in 20153 and was not reinstated until  March  29, 2017.


4. Under S.C.  Code § 3344-1208, a dissoived i`orporation lacks capacity to bring a new lawsuit,
rendering the original filing invalid.


5.  BHSC and Bai.bara Hudson made false and exaggerated c]aims4` including alleging a full year


of revenue loss t`rom Hurricane Matthew in 2016. which occurred in October, and falsely i`laiming


S30`000 in wreck removal e,xpenses that \vere never incurred.


6. BHSC and Barbara Hudson also falsely alleged that Geraldine White owned the vessel
involved, when iiwnership actually belonged to Craig Vvliite. The only document presented, a bill
of sale, does not establish ownership under South Carolina law` which requires registration with
the Department of Natur.al Resources.


7. Gcraldine White, Craig White, Martin Go\'an, and Deborah Go\'anjointly visited the la\`J' office


of Patrick "Pat" Carr of Carr I,cgal Group, LLC seeklllg legal advice and representation regarding
the pending lawsuit.


8.  Shortly after that meeting` Carr's offlce contacted Geraldine White and told her she did not
need to appear for the bearing `schcdulcd on August 21. 2018.


9. Relying on that advice in good faith. Gera}dine White did not attend the hearing, and a deftiult


judgment was entered against her.


10. On October  17. 2018. Patrick Carr sent a letter to Geraldine White (attached as Exhibit


25-25A) admitting that he had mis[akenly assumed that Geraldine White, Martin Govan, and
Craig White u'cre part ot`onc case, and that h€ could not represent her due to that error.


11.  In that same letter, Can- instructed Geraldine White to find another attomcy immi`djatcl}' to


file a motion  to set asi-de the default judgment`


i See Exhibits  12-12D Case No 2018CP0700793
Z See Exhibits 9-9M   Case  No 2018CP0700792  and 32-32d Case No 2018CP0700804
3 See Exhbibits  1-4a SC Secretary of State Ma,v 23 2015 dissloved -March 29, 2017 application reinstated
+ `See fxhibi ts 24-24 g OT'der of )udgement dated August 22, 2018
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12.Despiteacknowlcdginghismistake,PatrickC{1IfandCaITLcga]Groupcontinucdtorcpresent


ManmGovan5inthcsamematter`creatingacleareonflictofinterestandbreachofprofessional
duties.


13.Subsequently,Canassistedora!lowcdMartinGovantosueGeraldineWhite.resultinginhcr


being named as a Third-Party Defendant6 in this case.


14Asadirectresultoftheseactions,GeraldineWhitesufferedawrongfuldefau]tjudgment`the
lossof.S15`665.73.,emot{onaldistress`reputationalharm.andongoing!itigationexpcnses.


15.Additionally,tbeaffidavi[ofwitnessCharlesAbner8confirmedthatthesinkingoftheboatsin


question was caused by another vessel that struck Govan's boat. not by any action of Geraldine or
Craig White.


Ill. CAUSES 0F ACTION


couNT I -FRALTD Ar`7I) MlsREPRESENTAT|Or`T


16. Counterclaimant incorporates all pilor paragraphs as if fully stated hcrctn.


17.  BHSC, Barbara Hudson, and Martin Govan knowingly made t`alse rcprcsentations of matenal
t`acts, including false loss claims,  t`abrieated expenses, and t`alse statements of owiiership9,


intending to deceive the Court and injure Geraldine White.


18` These misrepresentations caused the w.rongful judgmem and direc[ financial  loss of`


S 15,665.73.


COUNT 11 - CONVERSION


19. Counterclaimant I-easserts all previous paragraphs.


20.TheCounterclaimDefendantswrongfullytookandretained$15.665.73'°belongingto
GeraldineWhite,withoutlawfuljustification,therebycommittingconversion.


SSeeExhibits79.79bConsentOrdertoSubstituteCounseladdPathckCaITasGovan'sAttomeydatedOctober8,


2018
6SeeExhibits80-80L-ThirdPartycomplaintandsummonsAug22201981-81IisAmswertothirdparty


complaint
7 See Exhibits 73, 76-76b money wired to John R C Bowen
8 See E)thibits 34-34a Charles AbnerAffidavit
9SeeExhibit24-24g]ohnRCBowenmischaracterizedGeraldineWhiteasOwner
" See Exhibits 73, 76.76b wired/diverted funds to John R C Bowen
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COuNT Ill - crvlL coNsplRACY


21. Counterclaimant re-alleges all prior paragraphs.


22. BHSC, Barbara Hudson, and Martin Govan acted jointly and in concert to file and pursue a
fraudulent lawsuit to deprive Geraldine White of property and money.


23. Their acts were deliberate, malicious, and intended to cause harm.


COUNT IV - NEGLIGENCE, BREACH 0F DUTY, AND CONFLICT OF INTEREST
(Patrick "Pat" Carr / Carr Legal Group)


24. Counterclaimant reasserts all prior allegations.


25. Patrick "Pat" CalT and Carr Legal Group owed Geraldine White a duty of care and


professionalism once they accepted her as a client and provided legal advice.


26. CaiT breached this duty by advising Geraldine White not to attend her August 21, 2018
hearing, directly resulting in a default judgment against her.


27. Carr admitted this mistake in a letter dated October  17, 2018 (Exhibit 25-25a).


28. Despite this admission, Car and Carr Legal Group continued to represent Martin Govan,
creating a conflict of interest under Rules 1.7 and 1.9 of the South Carolina Rules of professional
Conduct.


29. Carr's continued representation of an adverse party and participation in subsequent claims
against Geraldine White constitutes negligence, breach of fiduciary duty, and bad faith.


COUNT V - ABUSE 0F PROCESS AND MALICIOUS PROSECUTION


30. Counterclaimant incorporates prior paragraphs.


31. The Counterclaim Defendants misused the judicial process by filing false claims,
misrepresenting ownership, and pursuing actions lacking factual and legal foundation.


32. Such conduct constitutes abuse of process and malicious prosecution.
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COUNT VI ~ VIOLATION OF THE SOL'TH CAROLINA UNFAIR TRADF.  PRACTICES
ACT (UTPAt


33.  CounterL`laimant reasserts all  allegations above.


34. The acts of BHSC, Barbara Hudson, and Martin Govan constitute unfair and decepti`re acts in
trade or commerce under S.C. Code § 39-5-20.


35.  The-ir conduct was ```illful` malicious` and  intt`nded to cause harm.


PRAYER FOR RELIEF


WIIEREFORE,` Counterc[aimant Geraldinc White respectfully requests that this r[onoi.able


Court:


A.  Declare the priorjudgment void and set aside the default entered on August 21, 2018:
8. Enterjudgment against the Counterclaim Defendants jointly and severally for the return ot`


S 15,665.73`  plus  interest:


C.  Award treble (triple) dainages for willful fraud and violation of the South Carolina Unfair
Trade Practices Act;


D. Award compensatory and puniti`-e damages 1`or emotional distress` reputational harm. and
`iiiaficia]  loss;


E.  Award reasonable costs and fees; and
F. Gi.ant such other relief as this Court deems just and proper.


Resi}cL`tfu |ly submitted,


-----L=---
rjeraldinc White
Third~Party Det`endant and Countcrclaimant` Sui Juris
Address:  141  Lamotte Drive,  Apai.tment A3


Hilton Head lslandt SC  29926


E`,mail:  Whitegeraldine91 @gmail.com


Phone:  843-681 -3947
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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA


COUNTY OF BEAUFORT


BENNY HUDSON SEAFOOD CORP.,


PLAINTIFF,


V.


MARTIN GOVAN,


DEFENDANT,


and


MARTIN GOVAN,


THIRD PARTY PLAINTIFF,


V.


CRAIG WHITE and GERALDINE
WHITE,


THIRD PARTY DEFENDANTS.


IN THE COURT OF COMMON  PLEAS
FOURTEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT


C/A NO.: 2018-CP-07®0804


MOTION TO TRANSFER CASE
TO BEAUFORT COUNTY MASTER


IN  EQUITY


Now comes the Defendant / Third Party Plaintiff, Martin Govan, by and through his


undersigned  counsel,  seeking  an  Order from  this  Court  transferring  this  action  to  the


Beau fort County Master in  Equity for further proceedings and conclusion of this case.   In


support of this Motion,  Defendant Govan would show that the underlying claims brought


in this matter involving  Plaintiff Benny Hudson against Defendant Govan have been fully


resolved by way of a voluntary settlement agreement, and the only issue remaining in the


case  involves  Defendant Govan's  claims for reimbursement of expenses  incurred  from


Third  Party Defendants  Craig  White and  Geraldine White  based  upon their culpability in


this matter.


Prior to filing this Motion, counsel for Defendant Govan has attempted in good faith
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to consult with all  interested counsel  in order to seek consent to the relief sought herein.


It  is  understood  that  attorney  Bill  Bowen,  acting  on  behalf  of  Plaintiff  Benny  Hudson,


consents to this request for transfer to the  Beau fort County Master in  Equity or takes no


position  on  the  matter given that  Plaintiff's  claims are fully paid  and  settled  by way of a


release  agreement.    In  addition,  counsel  for  Govan  has  attempted  numerous  times  to


communicate with  attorney Charles  Houston who  previously appeared  in  this action  as


counsel for Third  Party  Defendants Craig  White and  Geraldine White.    However,  it  has


become  impossible to garner responsive  communication  from  attorney  Houston  and/or


the Third  Party Defendants White, and it is unclear whether attorney Charles Houston  is


still actively practicing law or acting as counsel in this matter.


Respectfully submitted:


/s/ Patrick W. Carr


Dated:  May 29, 2025


Beau fort, South Carolina


Patrick W.  Carr
SC  Bar No.15585;  Fed.  I.D.  No.  07190
CARR LEGAL GROUP,  LLC
1917 Lovejoy Street
Beau fort, South Carolina 29902
Telephone:  (843) 738-2277
Facsimile:  (877) 327-2097
E-mail:  patrick@carrlegal.com
Attorneys for Defendant Govan
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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA


COUNTY OF BEAUFORT


BENNY HUDSON SEAFOOD CORP.,
Plaintiff'


V.


unTIN GOvAN„


Defendant,
And


MARTIN GOVAN„
Third Party Plaintiff,


V.


CRAIG WIIITE and GERALDINE WmTE,)
Third Party Defendants [SIC})


IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS


C/A No. :2018-CP-07-00804


DEFENDANT [SIC] GERALDINE WIIITE'S
OPPOSITION TO PLAINTFTF' S MOTION
TOTRANSFERTOMASTER-IN-EQUcolTY


and MOTION TO DISMISS E±tli\ro
3>


I)EFENDANT [SIC] GERALDINE WHITE'S OPPOSITION TO PLAINTIFF'S
MOTION TO TRANSFER TO MASTER-IN-EQUITY


Third Party Defendant Geraldine White ("Defendant" [SIC]), by and through her sui juris
appearance, respectfully submits this Opposition to Plaintiff's Motion to Transfer this
matter to the Master-in-Equity and states as follows:


1 . No Consent to Transfer - Plaintiff seeks to transfer this case to the Master-in-Equity


pursuant to Rule 53, SCRCP. However, Defendant [SIC] does not consent to such
transfer. Under South Carolina law, reference to the Master-in-Equity generally requires
the consent of all parties, unless the action is one that falls exclusively within equity


jurisdiction (e.g. , mortgage foreclosures, partitions, accountings, trust administration).
See S.C. Code Arm.  §  14-11-10 et seq.; Rule 53(b), SCRCP.


2. RIght to Jury Trial -This action involves legal claims and factual disputes for which
Defendant [SIC] is entitled to a jury trial. Pursuant to Rule 38(a), SCRCP and Article I, §
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14 of the South Carolina Constitution, the right of dial by jury shall remain inviolate.
Referral to the Master-in-Equity would improperly deprive Defendant [SIC} of her
constitutional right to a jury trial. Defendant [SIC] Demands a jury thal.


3. Nature of Claims Do Not Warrant Equity Jurisdiction -The claims alleged by Plaintiff
are not exclusively equitable in nature. Plaintiff seeks relief that includes damages and
legal determinations properly within the jurisdiction of the Court of Common Pleas.
Accordingly, the case does not fall within those limited categories where reference
without cousent is permissible. See, e.g., Ex parte Johnson, 251  S.C. 205,161  S.E.2d 819


( 1968) (holding that reference may not be compelled where legal issues predominate).


4. Prejudice to Defendant-Transferring this case to the Master-in-Equity would prejudice
Defendant by depriving her of the procedural safeguards afforded in Common Pleas
Court, including her right to jury trial, full discovery procedures before a presiding circuit


judge, and appellate review originating from a proper record in the trial court of general
jurisdiction.


MOTION TO I)ISMISS


5. In addition, Geraldine White moves for dismissal of the Third-Party Complaint under
Rule 12@)(6), SCRCP.


6. The claims asserted against her are based on alleged ownership, possession, or control
of a boat that is the subject of the litigation.


7. At no time relevant to this matter did Geraldine White own, possess, lease, or exercise
dominon or control over the boat. She has never held title to the vessel or conducted
business regarding it.


8. Under South Carolina law, liability cannot attach to one with no ownership or


possessory interest in the property at issue. See Jones v. Daley, 363 S.C. 310, 609 S.E.2d
597 (Ct. App.2005).


9. Accordingly, the Third-Party Complaint falls to state a claim upon which relief can be
granted.







Ill. RELIEF REQUESTED


WHEREFORE, Geraldine White respectfully requests that this Court:


a. Deny the Motion to Transfer to the Master-in-Equity;


b. Dismiss with prejudice all clains asserted against her in the Third-Party Complaint;
and


c. In the altemative, retain said case in the Court of Common Pleas


d. Grant such other and further relief as the Court deems just and proper.


Geraldine White, Third Party Defendant [SIC], sui juris beneficiary
141 Lamotte Drive #A3
Hilton Head Island, SC 29926
843-681-3947


±eia±dine91 @gmal±                                                 August 22, 2025







IN THE COURT 0F COMMON PLEAS
FouREENTH TUDlcIAL cmculT


sTAin oF sOuTII CAROLINA                              )
)


cOuNTy oF BEAuroRT                                    )
)
)


BENNY HUDSON SEAFOOD CORPORATION,    )
Plaintiff,           )


)


V.


MARTIN COVAN,    Dofendant / Thud-Party
Pldrtiff'


V.


CRAIG WmTE and GERALDINE WIIITE,
Third-Prty Defendants.


)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)


DENNY HUDSON SEAFOOD COREORATI0N,    )
Plintiff'


V.


CRAIG WHITE and GERALDINE WHITE,
Third-Party defendants.


)
)
)
)
)


)
)


CASE Nos.: 2oi 8o-o7roo8o4
2018-CP-07cO793


cONsormATED MOTION FOR JUDlcIAL INQumy, sANCTIONs, REslITUTION,
REunF moM TUDGRENT aLULE 600)), AND MOHON TO DlsNIss


NOW CORES Third-Party Defendant Geraldine White, appearing pro se, and


regivllymovesthisHonorableCour(forcousolidrtedreliefasoutlinedbelow.Thissingle


motion combines three related requests - for judicial inquiry and sanctions, for restitution and


retunoffimds,andforrelieffromjudgmentunderRule60®)-soastoavoidduplicativefees
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andjudicialburden.


I.INTroDucnoNANDpROcEDURALBACKGROUND


1.OnAugust22,2018,adefaultjudgmentwasentcnedagchstGeraldineWhiteinthe
anountof$20l,723.27.


2.AsofJanuny10,2025.Pldrtiffclaimsatotalbalancewithinterestof$318,423.32.
3.NojndgmentlienwaseverreeordedinBcaufortCountyagainstparcel"S


R510ro05rool0-0000(approximately0.50acres).
4.OuJamrary10,2025,attheclosingofthesaleofthatprl.ccl,theclo8ingattomeyKori


BrettMCKeithanwiredS15,665.73tfromMs.White'sproceedstoAttomeyJohnRC.
Bowen,whocldredthefundsonbchalfofPlaintiff.


5.Thetransferoccuredwithoutarecordedlien,coutorder,orauthorizationfromMs.
White free undue influence and duress.


6.   Plaintiff.s clained drmage8 inchide a "52-weck lo88 of revenue in 2016," even though
HurricaneMatthewstruckinOctober20162andcouldnothavecausedafimyearofloss.


7.Thesamelawfimfindlyhandledrclatedlitigedon:AttomeyJohnR.C.Bowenandhi8
brotherWillianM.BoweneachrapresentedPlrfutiffinsapamteactiousarisingfromthe
sane events.


11. MonoN FOR TUDlcIAL INQulRy AND sANCTIONs


8.   The Bowen brothers' simultaneous representation of the same plalndff in related cases
createsanappearmceofcollusionandviolatesRules1.7and8.4oftheSouthCarolina
Rules of profes8ioml Conduct.


9.   Moreover. the deposition of Tonya Hudson3 was taken before Amanda Bower,
StenographicReporterandNotryPublie,atthelawofficcofWillianM.Bowcn,P.A.


10.BecauseirfudaBowensharesthesunameofbothattomeysandconductedthe
dapositionintheiroffice,thiscreatesanappearanceofimproprietyandcallsinto
questiontheneutralityoftherecord.


11.Ms.WhiterequestsajudicialinqtrydirectingeachBowentodiscloseanyfamilialor
employmentrelationshipwithAmandaBowenandforproductionoftheoriginalaudio
and stenographic notes.


12.Shcftherroque8tssanedousforanyviolationofethicaldutiesormisrapresentationto
the Court.


1 See Exhlblt -a. HUD Setuonont Statement Page 3
2Se®Exhibit.A.copyOfJudgmentdatodAuoust22,2018pageae,fcothotors.Sh®tesrm®dthct.her
dockhasbcenunavallabloa8Ofthl8datofor52woekeot2016,2017,and2018tctal$104,000
(lmposslbl®HurricaneMathowoccurredmidCk*oberOf2016)a See Exhibit .act D®po8itlon Tonya Hudso used ln court  Juno 30, 2021 and Angu€t 11, 2021
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in. MonoN FOR RESTrruTroN AND RETURN oF FUNDs


13. Under Rule 69 SCRCP and § 15-39-310 et seq. of the South Carolina Code, collection of


judgments must occur through lawful execution and levy.
14. Absent a recorded lion or court order, neither Plaintiff nor its counsel had authority to


intercept Ms. White's closing proceeds.
15. The $ 15,665.73 transfer con8titutcs conversion and unjust cnrichmcnt.


a.   Cia beembcr 11, 2024, John R.C. Bower sent an cmil to Saralyn O'Leary,
Joseph DUBois, closing attomey's office falsely assedng that `hy client has
agreed to allow me to release the judgment lieu only as to this property and to file
a partial satisfaction of judgment'*. h truck, no judgmcat lieu existed on the
subject property. This false statement misled the closing attorney into wiring
$15,665.73 from t`ds. Whitc's sale proceeds to Bowcn'8 office. Such conduct
constitutes frond, deceit, and unlawful interference with property rights,
warmting restitution, sanctions, and refinl to disciplinary authorities.


16. M8. White moves for an order compelling Plaindff and/or Kori Brett MCKeithan to realm
the frods with interest and to provide a complete accounting of all finds taken.


IV. MOTION FOR RELIEF FROM TUDGhdrNT ait]LE 600))


17. Relief is warranted under Rule 60(b)(3) and (4) because the 2018 judgment was obtained
though froud and misrepresentation.


18. The claimed "52 weeks of lost revenue in 2016" is factually impossible5 and illustrates
fthrication of demages.


19. The Bower brcthers' dml rcprescntation and s`ibsequcnt `isc Of a reporter fro their own
ofice compromised the integrity of the proceedings.


20.Thejudgmentshouldthereforebevacatedasvoidforfrouduponthecourt(Chewningv.
Ford Motor Co.. 354 S.C. 72 (2003)).


v. MonoN TO DlsNIss FURTRER ENFORCEMENT AND ANCELLARy ACTIONs


21.Third-Ptry Defendant moves to dismiss all post-judgment enforcement or collection
actions related to the August 22 2018 judgment for the following reasons:


a. Lack of Subject-Matter nirisdiction. The Coot lacked jurisdiction to perndt
extra-judicial collection (wire diversion) without a recorded hen or wit.
b. Lack of Jurisdiction over Property. No lien was recorded against parcel


` Soo Exhlblt D, (omall corroapondonc® dated Docembor 11, 2024 bctwcon John R. C. Bow®n and


do8lno atomdy8 omco.)
8 See Ethlblt .E. Pae® 3 of Order slgn®d dy Judge Marvin H. Dukes, Ill dated Auou8t 22, 2018 foofroto 3
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Rj 10-00050010J)OOO; therefore, the Court never obtained jurisdiction over that property
or its proceeds.
c. Fraud and Misrepresentation. The judgment and subsequent enforcement are tainted by
falsified damages and undisclosed conflicts.
d. Dchal of Due Prcoe8s. The seizure of proceeds without notice, hearing, or lawful
prcees8 violates the Fourteenth Amendment and Article I, § 3 of the South Carolina
Constituton.


22. Ms. White therefore requests that the Court dismiss and permanently enjoin any further
enforcement, gamishment, or execution efforts based on this judgment and declare prior
diversions null and void.


VI. pRAyER FOR RELmF


WIHREFORE, Third-Prty Defendant Geraldine White reapectfully prays that this Court:


a. Conduct a judicial inquiry into the conduct of John R.C. Bowen, William M. Bowen, and
Amanda Bowen;
b. Order disclosure of any familial or professional relationships and produedon of the origiml
dqusition records ;
c. Order restitution and return of the $ 15,665.73 plus interest;
d. Vacate the 2018 judgment for freud upon the Cout;
e. Dismiss these cases with prejudice; and
e. Award costs and such other relief as justice requires.


Genddine White, Third-Party Defendant (sui juris)
141 Lanotte Ihive #A3
Hilton Heed Island, SC 29926
843{81-3947
whitegcraldinc9l@gmail.com
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IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS
FOURTEENTH JUT)ICIAL CIRCUIT


STATE 0F SOUTH CAROLINA


COINTY OF BEAUFORT


BEr`INy HUDsON SEAFOOD cORpORATION,
Plaintiff,


V.


MARTIN GOVAN,    Defendant / Third-Party
Plaintiff,


V.


CRAIG WHITE and GERALDINE WHITE,
Third-Party Defendants.


BENNY HUDSON SEAFOOD CORPORATION,
Plaintiff,


V.


CRAIG WHITE and GERALDINE WHITE,
Third-Party Defen dants.


CASE NOS. : 2018-CP-07-00804
2018-CP-07-00793


AFFII)AVIT OF GERALDINF WHITE


I, Geraldine White` being duly sworn. depose and state as follows:


I. Background and Parties


I .   I am the Third-Party Defendant in the above-captioned action and make this affidavit
based on my personal knowledge.


2.   This affidavit supports my Consolidated Motion for Judicial Inquiry, Sanctions,
Restitution, Relief from Judgment (Rule 60(b)) and Motion To Dismiss.


•-==-.`   i-i







2. 2018 Judgment


3.    On August 22` 2018, a default judgment wa`` enter.cd against me in the amount of
$201 `723.27  in fat/'or of Benny Hudson Seafood Corporation.


4.    As of January.10` 2025. Plaintift`'s counsel claims the judgment. with  interest. totals


$318,423.32.


5.    No lion or ti.anscript of judgment was ever filed or recorded lil Beau fort County against
the real property described below.


3. 202S Real Estate closing and Improper Transfer


6.    The property sold was "S R510-0005-0010-0000. appl.oxlmately 0.50 acres. located in
Beaufort County, South Carolina.


7.    On January  10, 2025, during the sale closing, the closing attorney Kori Brett MCKcithan
wired S 15,665.73 of my proceeds to Attome}. John R.C. Bowen. \+.ho represents the


Plaintiff.


8.    I did not authorize this transfer. There was no recorded lien or court order directing


payment of my proceeds to anyone other than mc.
9.    This action depnvcd me ot-my rightt`ul Inheritance and ct)nstitutes a wrong fiil diversion


ot` funds .


4, Fabricated Damages


10.  Plaintifl`'s President` Barbara Hudson, clalmcd "52  weeks ot` lost revenue  in 2016."


11.  However, Hurricane Matthew struck South Cai.olina in October 2016, and therefore could
not have caused a full year's loss.


12. This inconsisteni`y shows that the damages presented to the CI]un in 2018 w.ere
materially  iiiaccurate and misleading.


S. Conflict of Interest and Reporter Impropriety.


13.  Attorneys John R.C. Bowen and William M. Bowcn arc brothers and both represented


Benny Hudson Seafood in related actions invol`'ing the same factual matters and
co-dl't`endants.


14. The dcposition  of Tonya I-ludson was taken before Amanda Bowen, Stenographic
Reporter and Notary Public, at the law office of william M. Bowcn` P.A.


15. Because the reporter shared the same surname and worked within opposing counsel`s
i]ffii`e, this raises a senous appearance of Impropriety and potential contlii`t of interest.


2







6. Relief Requested


16.1 reqiicst that the Court:


a. Conduct ajudicial  inquiry into [hc c`onduct of John R.C. BowL`n, william M. Bowen,


and Amanda Bowcn;
b.Orderrestifutionandreun.oftheS15`665.73uTongfullytakenfromtheJanuary10,
2025  |`1osing;


c. Vacate the Ion 8 judgment obtained through t`raiid and misrepresentation:


d.Dismiss these cases with prejudice; and


e. Grant such othei. relief as the C`ourt deems just and eqtiitable.


"        3r:I::,:`:ntthbactr„:;;, 2c:t2e4n't ^:;ts°amg::eJd°thonaT, oCw :.°ewt:}Tr:I:a:s]:etdh:hjeu:::TS,'enngt :,::::i;Sa:ti;Ce


thispropenyandlofileapartialsatisfactionofjudgment."Therew.asnorecorded


judgmentlienontheproperty.Thefalserepresentationcausedimproperdisbursementof
S15`665.73t`rommysaleproceeds.Atrucandcorreetcopyot`thatemailisattached
hereto as Exhibit E


7. Verification


I affirm that an statements con[aincd herein are true and correct to the best of my knowledge.


tn{`om`iation` tand belicf. and that I make this at.fidavit in good faith.
`..


Fund`i+I,R AFFIANT sAyE,~fi I  NA,i.rt`,I IT.
//


5;ic#r-sFjriTris)I-('+I,I           i.                 /


cFaFdS#hiite Thi ra--~p arty
lil Lanotte Drive #A3
Hilton Head Island, SC 29926


843-681 -3947


\i/.hitegeraldine9l@\trm>tmail.com


SWOIIN TO AND SUBSCRIBED


Bel`orc me thi.s  L,..  i`_ day cif]i_...',  ,.|h,                   . 2025.


i: .i: /; ,.,,,:,;:2_i__i_-,--i
Notay Publil' for South Carolina


-      T./
MyCommissionExpires:=L_I_i___.._._~.__
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S1-ATF. OF SOUTH CAROLINA


COUNTY 0F BEAUFORT


DENNY HUDSON SEAFOOD CORP


Plain,iff'


VS.


GERALDINE W'HITE AND CRAIG
WmTE,


Dcfcndaiits.


IN THE COURT OF COMMON qLEAS
CASBNO` 2018-C.P-07-Ou793     `


ORDT3R OF JUPGMENI


:. `r`.` ::  I `..-,. `{  ;  .-   .I.I.^`-.`  :... `..,: I  ?`-11: ..,;_`


Thigmattc"anobafommconAugust2tjol8pursuan"othcauthorityg"nled`om¢


toholddamagcshcaringsandtohctiranddccidcmotiousinciviljurymal`crsbyOrdqrofThc


SuprcmeC^)iittorSiiulhCaelinadrLedDcccmbcr20.2017.Present&tthehcatingwdrcJohn


R.C.Bowen.Esquirc,.heallomeyfottheplairitiff,andMrs.BarbaraHudson,Presidqnlofthe


pl&inoffcorpomtion.Noappearai`cewasmadcbydefendantGeraldil`¢WhiteordoferdemCmig


While.Priortocommencingthehcaring.andaftcrtheappeintedtimethcrefore`1thricecalled


Lhenamesofthedefendantsintbeha``softheBcoufortCountyCourthousewi(houtresponse.


PursuanttoRule55{b)oftheSouthCaro[inaRulesofCivilProcedureonduchnthe


plaintiffsMotionforD¢faultOuer,thecourtfindsthat:


i.         On ^priu6jol"hinliffs brou8hHhis acliomgainst defendants deraldine


WhiteandCraigWhiteallcginggrossnegligcnceonlhepartofthedefendantarcsulSnginlhe


sink`ngoftheWh`te's`bo8ta{thepl&intiffscommeTci&ldockfactlily.TheC`omplenprsecks


acrualdamage§,punitivedamages,andpTc-judgmentintcrest.


ownedbvGeraldineWhiteandtheCaptainand` ACcora`rig iu `.iF r .---,,..-,--


mariaBcrincontrolofthevesselwasCraigWhitewhobJoughtittoplalntiff-sdack,


1IAccordirt8tothepleadlng£,the3S`tootls


_      ,     ,I,LeL_  ,I,


\!``i.,-.







2.           Accord.ing lo the wcll pled allegat`ons of the complaint.Cra`g whi`c. Ihc cap`a`n


andmanageroflhcbt]at.conlactedplaintiffsPresident`Barbara}]udson.priortoHurricaric


Matthewandreques{edpemissionlobringthcboattoplaintiffscommcrcialdock.Hiidson


unequivocally denied the request. Net.ertheless, and while plaintiff s raprescntalives u.i.re a``ay


fron`Hi`tonHeadlslandduringtheI``andato[ycvacuation.CratgWhitcbroughtthob`iattothe
I


dcekwhere"sankduringthcstom.Thereafter.andcontinuingthroughtodr}r`theovthcrand


ntanagci.ofthcboathav.cfailcdandrcfusedtomarkorrcmovcthomcckasrcquilcdbyta``'.`and


havcbecngros§lyncgligcntintl`cirfailurcs.Asaconscquoncc,plail"iffhasbccn.dcijfdthcusc


of the commercial dock ai`d has lost camings and iiicured other daltiagcs.


3.           Plaintift.scrvc`d Gcmldii`e whitcpcrso"1ly by dclivtry oftl`c summons and


Comnlainttohcrar141T.amottcDr.LLiltonHcadlsl&nd`SConAprilW2018.DcfcTidantCraig


Whitcwaspi.rsonall)'.icr`.cdbytbcBcaufortCountyShcrifrsOmci`at132SquirePupeRoad.


Hillot`Headlsland,SCt>nApr"2J.20t8.Affidrvit§ofScr`ticeforcachdefendanlarepartof


the court's file on this matter.


4.          No answer was filed nor was any appcarancc made by couascl ofbch?lfofcither


dcfenchnl,andbothGeraldincWhit€andCraigWbiteareindefault.


5            0n May 30|Ol8"e plaintiffriled Arfidavits ofDefaultas well as aMotion


rorDcfauhJudgment.T}`eAfridevi{sandMot`onwereservedonthcdcfendan`sonJUT`e14.


2018asfurlheriippearsfromtheCertiricatcofScrvicewhichisintheCout`sfilc.*ore6ponsc


`vasmadebyoronbehalfofthed¢feadants`


6.


Hearing sent


7.


ThecourtscheduledahearingforAugusl21,2018asev'idencedbyt!ieNoticeof


LoLhedefendontsonJULy2T20t8,whichnoticeisapadof`l`eCourt`sti`¢.


OnAugust21,20)8,abeflringwasheldbefocemeforthepLirpo5enftckmg


•nENH







testimony on !I}e duniages. Appearing at the bearing were John R.C. Bowen` Esquirc. |t`unset for


the plnintiff, u3 w'ell Bs the ptiiinlims prcsidenl, Barbara Hudson. No appca"ncc was iitade by


the defendants or aii}' counsel on their behalf.


8.           Ms. Hudson testiried that she is the president of the p!a`ntifrcorporatioMnd


lh8tsli¢hagbecnactivelyin`'olvedinitsoperationandman8gemet`tsinccapproxiniat3Iy`973.


Shefurthertestifiedlha{sheliaddenieddefendants'requesttoplacetheirthirty.t-ivefuot(35')


boat at her dcek. and tbat while sli¢ u..as away from Hilton Head during the mandrtory


cvacuation for Hurric8iic Matthc`r, Mr. White brought the boat to plain[ilTrs dock. and licd it to


thcdockwhcrcitsank.Shcthcn`csliriedthatshcl.adcontactodGcraldincWhilcandCraig


Whitconnumcrou.qoccofijonsthcrcaftcrtodcmaf`dth&tthcboatbercmovcd,howcvcithcyhAd


madcrocffortloi.i`mo`.cthcwmsck\vhi.`hwasblock:nghcrcomnlcrcialdockapdrcnd";ngil


inacccssibl€ to other vcsscls.


9.           Ms. Hudson introduced on csiimtc to icmovc [h¢ dcfendents` boat from


Sholcsbapers,hoc.ofcharlaslon,SCintheanou"of$25.000.00,andthi8cxhibitu..a.iedmittcd


intoe\i{dence.2Shefur[hcrtestifiedthatthecompanyhadincunedtotaldamagesofSt46,880.00


as a result of (he dcfend@nts' gross neglig€nce` and delineated a8 follows:


A.   I.osteaningsfrom dockage charges      -      S12,880.00


B.   Lost Reven`le on shrimp sales                  -S104,000.00.`


C.  Costorwreck removal                  `      $30,000.00


removalOftwoboats;howeverHud5ontesttfied=hatlfonlv


theWhlteboatwasremoved,thecostwouldbe$30,000.00,


3ShetestifiedthatthlsfigilrewasdetlvedfromtheaveragecotchOf1,000lbspervyeek


deweredtoherdockbytheaverageshfimpboatSiri[eberdockhasbeenunavailableasofthisdatetor
S2weeksorthe2016,2017,ard2018seasons,52,000lb5.ofploducthadtobepurchasedelsewha.eat
acostof$2.cOperpoundmoreforatotal!ossofS104,OOO.00.


\.,,;-Lr,.


I This estimate was based on the







NOW, THEREFORE, upon motion of lhe plaintiffs and consident.loo of the p`edings,


the Coi\rt`s file, evidence, and tc6timony of the plaintifrs representative,


IT IS HEREBy ORI)BRED, ADJUDGED` AND I)ECREED THAT:


L.           Pl8intiff is entitled to an award or: (1) actunl damages in the amount of


S146,880.cO; (2) pro-jt]dgment interest on the cost of `neck retnoval from October 8,  }016


through.thedatebercofintheanountofS4.843.274:end,(3)Punitivcdanagcsof$50,000.00for


dofendants'willfulnesaandgrousncgLi.genccfor.&totaljudgriemof$201`723.27.


2.          Iho plaintiffs shell havejudgnma`t qgrinst and rccovct from defendants Gcfaldipe


WhitcandChaig.Whitcjojntlyandsevcrallythcsunof$201,723.27plusintcrostatihclcgrlratc


from the drtc hcrcof until the j`rdgrnenL is paid`


AND IT IS SO ORDERED.,


haufort, South Crmlin8
August _ 2018


` 145 days


MArvin H. Dukes, in Special Grcuit
Court Judge


ln 2016 at 7.509€, 36S days ln 2017 at 7.7596, and 233


4


days ln 2018 at 8.S96
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ST^TH 0F SotJTH C^R01,lN^
COU.i`Tt' 0[` BEUFOAT
IN TtlE COURT 0F COMMON PLF.^S


BgNNY HUDSON SEAFOOD CORP


r        --.. __ '_`   -----


I  Submlt(ed  by:  JOHN R. C. BOWEN, ESQumE
i__


JUDGMEi`T I.,`` ^ CIVII, CASE


C^SF. No, 2oie .`f.®7oo793


GERALOWE W.HITE


CRAIG WHl1-i


DEmND^NTts)
~--~.-`-~-TiiiiEi;;To-r--!l§--ph;-nirfr-'~-i:


i


1= Sclr-R|`prcscpted


Dcfcndul


Li(iFru,.I.


DISPOSJTtoN "P£ (CHECEC .0.`IE)
D          JURY VERD[C1`. Tire.rfu capLe before iha.coim for a vial byj\iry.  The igs`ies


hat.c hccn wind ond a verdict ttmdered
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IT IS ORJDg,A.ED AND ^DJUDGEn: EZ| StN aonb¢d order (r`Nnul order to follow) I Slalcmont otJudt5mcnt
6y.decout`:


OROER[.`FORMA;TION
TThis order E] ci`ds H data not crld ll`c case.
^dditio"Ll lnformatiof` for `hc Clck :


jutxT,atEh.IlN0ex
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BENNY HuOSON,S€AfooD CORP


i  lf tlpp
ictlb(,.. describe (hc propcrty,


6ERAiiINEwmTElc"GWHiTE            !  Stol.723.27
_        _-_-__'._ ---------- t-+.___ ___


EE
includiog lax  l`Iap
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Thejtldgmct`l!rifo"iortaho.cha3hanxpvdcdb}`hat"bnii```flgFurty.I)lap.tr~coacanin6il`eaitroants.`..ilaiiiiJiail`i`
roonion}.bi.a{Wto%rdb)``.a}.oi-moitonpr8uun(ioihcS(.Rulciorci`vi!P¢¢.eduve.^mm„labecoitipulcd^.`i.liatmlcrc`s`


or  addilional  (a`chlc costs  not  i\|Ilch'c  il  lhc  lime  ih.`  ron  and  rma!  ordci  are  subnirited  1o  the judgr`  ma}' bc  t.rovlded  `o  the
ckch.Nolo:Till..abctr.clor..i]drtle.I.I.cr.shouldri..cr1.lh.afro.lcoilrtordtrferjadgmcola`.I.ltr.
[`~Flllngh.ode:!nF.-rlllugcounrttt,th.Courtwilltltttrtiniclllyltsnlhlsrarmuringascpar.leelt{tr¢nlc}iSn.lortprga


C.!rcui(  Court  `ludRC Judge Coda


For Clerk of Court Ofrice Use Onlv


Thi3judgrnciit was cnicrcd on thc              dry o(-            , 20


placi`d  in the  aTtproprial¢ aliomc}``s  hex  ori  this               dp}' or
to partics  `wi')icil  'dppi`:`riii`u  pro  si.)  as  ft}l(t}wS.


John R-  1`


A.ll.ORh'BY(S) I.OR 1'H B l`lJAIN'l'fm`(S'


and  a |.or))' mallcd  first  class or
20             Io  nliorilcvs orrccord  or


A.I-roRr<By(s) I.oR 'i'iit; IiEr`END.+N.r{s)


CLERK OF COURT


Court  Rept]i'{er:


i-I.ulna `.of.:   lt`  I.:.I.`illnf on+Inll.I, tb. dat. or t:ntry or jtldgtB.nt i. th. `am< a.I. n rrn.cl.a an the  t:l«Irnalc  I.ll.
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ADDITIONAL I.`FORM^TIor` REGARDING I)£clsloN 8¥ Tl]E CotjRT AS REFEREr`C` EjD ON
P A C, E  I


This ftctlon canic to trlal or hcanng h`forc lhc court. Thc igsucs havl. bci.n tried or heard drid a dri.Ision  I i.ndtn:.d.
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Beau fort Common Pleas


Cne caption:          Bcnny Hudson scafoodcorp  vs Gemldinc  white  , defendant, etal


Ck€e''Number:           2018CPO.700793


•["                       Order/Judgment by Default and Fom 4


' So Ordered:


s/M8rvin H` Dukes Ill #3069


Ekrdion}cctly 8toned on aelaee-2214$7'22     page 7 ol 7
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BENNYHUDSONSEAFOODvsMARTINGOVAN
2018-CP-07-00804 -TONYA HUDSON


IN  The  COURT  OF  CO"ON  PLRA8B^t------_
1


2                         F°gE:h:Ng: s¥Efr=Rg::N¥]T
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3                                                     CotJRTY   OF  BEAUFORT


4        BENNy  HUDson  SEAFOOD   cORp.,


5            Plaintiff ,
6


7


8


9


10


11


12


Vg.


unrlrv oovun,
Defendaat,


a;nd
I


rfuRTIN  GOvEN,
i


jl    third  Party  Plalntl££,
13         vl'a


clvlL  ACTloN  NunBER
2018-CP-07-00804


14        C"IG  WHITE   and  GIERAI.DrRE  WHITE,


15             Third  Party  Defendants.
16


17          ;I                     Tbe   depoBltlon   o£   TONYA  HODSON,   a


18       dyltneBg  ln  tb®  above-enticled  cause,   taken


19       pLrsuant  to  Noclce  and  agraenent,  before  .inanda
i


I20       Bpt.en,   8tetiograpbic  Reporc®r  and  Notary  Public],


21        alt   Low  office  o£  Wlllian  H.   Bow®n,   PA,   52   New


22       0rl®ang  Road,   Suite  202,   Hllcon  Head  IglandL,
I


23       South  Carolina,   on  the  lath  day  o£  February


24       2020,   cormenclng  at  or  about  the  hour  of


25         10:15   a.a.


qk COASTAL COURT REPORTING & VIDEO SERVICES
800-791-1100             www.coa8tol Court.com
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