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Deposition of Hearing 24

the only remaining issues in this case relate to
the third-party case filed by defendant against
Craig White and Geraldine White for reimbursement
of monies paid by the plaintiff -- paid to
plaintiff by defendant by virtue of a settlement
in the underlying case.

Two, the White defendants are both
in default -- and I'll talk more about that in a
second -- of this third-party action in a
separate lawsuit filed by the plaintiff against
the Whites, defendants, concerning the same facts
and allegations of liability. That's the 793
case. And, therefore, those allegations of
liability are conclusively established.

And, three, no timely demand for
jury trial was made in this third-party action.
For these reasons, defendant/third-party
plaintiff's motion to transfer the case to the
Beaufort County Master in Equity is granted.

So what Judge Dukes has said there
is that you-all are in default, and there's an
affidavit that was -- of the default filed on
October 22nd of 2019 in this particular case in
which no answer, counterclaim, or any other

pleading had been filed by either you or

\%
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Mr. Craig White at that time. And so -- and that
was on the summon's answer and third-party
complaint that was filed back on the 18th of
September, 2019.

So, again, when I talk to you about
the law of the case, okay, Judge Dukes has said
the only issue is the segregation amount that
purportedly the defendant Martin Govan had paid
the plaintiff Benny Seafood that is part of the
third-party complaint against you and essentially
your late nephew. All right? And that the facts
in the 793 case are the same facts in the 804
case, and that those allegations of liability and
the same facts are conclusively established.

So what -- what I'm left with is
essentially your filing of an answer and
counterclaim is not appropriate at this point in
time because you've been in default and there's
been no motion to set aside that default or
anything else since 2019 in this case. I'm
assuming COVID had something to do with the
reason this is still out there and lingering.

And this isn't the only case that's still out
there and has been lingering due to COVID in

there.
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Again, as I read your counterclaim
anyway, 1t really has to do with 793, fraud and
misrepresentation, conversion of the 15,000. All
of those things deal with 793, which wouldn't be
appropriate in 804 regardless because those are
part of 793. And, as I said earlier, they are
two distinct and separate cases. So I don't find
that you've given me any grounds to dismiss 804
as you and your late nephew are in default. And
I have to deny your motions for the other three
things that you asked for the reason I stated in
that those are 793 items and that's a distinct
case, and I have no jurisdiction in which to go
into that case. And you haven't filed anything
in the 793 case to deal with 793 issues. I can
only deal with 804. And although you attempted
to combine the two, 804 and 793, in your
consolidated motions, you can't arbitrarily do
that. There's a way to consolidate cases, and
that's not the way. So you would have had to
file something in the 804 case and something in
the 793 case separately to have those -- to have
that potentially heard.

And so for those reasons, I'm going

to deny your motion to reopen 793 and vacate that

&
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judgment, as well as to reinstate the 15, 665
which appears to have been paid as a partial
payment toward the original 793 judgment that was
issued on August 22nd of 2022, I believe --
correct -- or 2018. I'm sorry.

As to the 804 dismissal, I don't
find any grounds, especially in the light that
you are in default and have been in default since
2019, to dismiss the third-party complaint in the
804 action. So what that leaves us with
essentially at this point, and I'll ask Mr. Carr
to -- to do an order.

Please at least send it over and
share it with Ms. White.

And, Ms. White, if you have any
issues or changes to the order, not reargument,
issues or changes to the order, please let
Mr. Carr know and please copy Ms. Heather on it
so that we know that you've seen it. Okay? And
then at that point, I'll review it. I may make
some changes, I may not, and then I'll sign and
file the order in which you'll get a copy, of
course, of it.

But what that leaves in this
particular case is a damages hearing to be held

®
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in the 804 case based on the default and based on
Mr. Carr's segregation claim on behalf of

Mr. Govan against you and -- I understand he's
deceased now and the estate is not part of it,
but essentially against you based on the facts
and underlying liability that Judge Dukes talks
about in the September 12th, 2025 order
transferring this over to master in equity.

So, ma'am, I will -- once I get 1t
from Mr. Carr and you've had a chance to review
it, I will get that order issued. At that point
in time, we will likely send something out
looking to schedule the damages hearing. And
you -- again, I can't give you legal advice, but,
you know, you'll get notice of the damages
hearing. You can appear. You'll have the
opportunity to, you know, ask questions
concerning the damages, but -- but that's 1t.
Not the underlying liability, you're in default,
only as it relates to the amount of damages.

So, ma'am, any questions about --—
and T know you haven't seen the order yet, but
any questions about my ruling as to what's going
into the order?

MS. WHITE: Well, what all —--

45
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what -- when I get this order, what am I supposed
to be looking for? What are your reasons --

THE COURT: So the -- yeah, so the
four -- the four things are basically your three
requests, as they relate to 793 to reopen and
vacate the default judgment and to essentially
set aside the judgment and reinstate the 15,000,
are hereby denied. And, again, as we've talked
about, I have no ability because the only case
that came over to me is 804, and you can't
arbitrarily combine the two cases. It doesn't
work that way. All right? So on your request to
do anything in the 793 case, those motions are
denied, okay, for those reasons.

You had a generic request in there
to dismiss 804, which is the underlying
third-party complaint in the 804 matter that
we're here on. Again, the things that control
the 804 case are the fact that you're in default
and have been in default in that case since, let
me make sure I get it right, the filing of
October 22nd, 2019. There's been nothing filed
to set aside that default and/or anything for
pleadings until you filed a counterclaim of the

third-party defendant Geraldine White on

W
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November 7th, 2025. That counterclaim is
untimely because you're in default and haven't
asked to set aside the default. And it also
concerns mostly 793, which, again, you can't file
anything in the 804 case pertaining to the 793
case. SO your motion to dismiss the 804 case is
denied.

And those were the four things that
you asked me for. So that's what you are likely
going to see in Mr. Carr's proposed order is that
your three requests under 739 are denied because
I have no jurisdiction, and that is a separate
case on there. And that because you're in
default and have been in default since 2019, that
your motion to dismiss is hereby denied. And
your counterclaim that you filed on November 7th
of 2025 is untimely and hereby stricken. That's
what you should see. Okay? If you see something
else like and thou shall pay Mr. Govan $10,000,
well, I haven't ruled on that, correct?

MS. WHITE: Correct.

THE COURT: That wouldn't be
appropriate in this order, nor would I expect
Mr. Carr to do anything of that nature anyway.

But that's what you're looking for. Okay, ma'am?

6
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MS. WHITE: Yes, Your Honor.

THE COURT: 1Is there anything else
that you want to add or want to talk about as it
pertains to the order?

MS. WHITE: I think that's it.

THE COURT: Okay. Mr. Carr,
anything that you wish to add?

MR. CARR: No, Your Honor. I'1l1l
circulate a proposed order as soon as possible
and email it Ms. White before I send to -- to
your chambers.

THE COURT: Okay. Thank you all
for coming in today.

Ms. White, thank you --

MS. WHITE: Thank you, Your Honor.

THE COURT: -- for coming in today.
I appreciate that. And then once the order is
signed, we'll send out a copy to you so that you
have it. And at some point after that, I'm sure
Ms. Heather will be getting in touch with you all
to try to schedule a time for a damages hearing.
Okay?

MS. WHITE: Yes, sir.

MR. CARR: Great.

THE COURT: All right. We're off

Clark Bolen, Inc. k %%
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(The hearing was concluded at
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REPORTER'S CERTIFICATE

I, KELLY B. BAEKELANDT, Registered
Professional Reporter and Notary Public in and
for the State of South Carolina at Large, do
hereby certify that I correctly reported the
within-entitled matter and that the foregoing is
a full, true and correct transcription of my
shorthand notes of the testimony and/or other
oral proceedings had in the said matter.

I further certify that I am neither
related to nor counsel for any party to the cause
pending or interested in the events thereof.

Witness my hand, I have hereunto affixed
my official seal this 5th day of February, 2024,

at Bluffton, Beaufort County, South Carolina.

KELLY B. BAEKELANDT

REGISTERED PROFESSIONAL REPORTER
RPR, CSR (Georgia)

My Commission expires

June lo, 2026
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related (2)
relates (3)
relationship (/)
Release (/)
relevant (2)
relied (/)
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relief (4)
relieve (/)
remain (/)
remaining (/)
remembered (/)
remind (2)
reopen (4)
reopening (2)
REPORTED (2)
reporter (3)
REPORTER'S (/)
represent (/)
representing (2)
represents (2)
request (J)
requested (/)
requests (3)
requires (/)
resolve (/)
respect (/)
respectfully (2)
respond (2)
responsible (4)
restitution (/)
result (2)
resulted (2)
return (/)
revealed (/)
revenue (/)
review (2)
right (/3)

RPR (2)

rule (2)

ruled (/)
ruling (/)
rulings (/)

<S>

safe (/)

sale (7)
saying (2)
says (2)

SC (4)
SCDNR (/)
schedule (2)
scheduled (2)
SE (9)
SEAFOOD (7)
seal (/)

seated (2)
second (2)
Secondly (/)
Secretary (/)
see (0)
seeking (/)
seen (3)
segregation (3)
send (J)
separate (J)
separately (/)
September (3)
set (8)
settlement (4)
share (/)
shorthand (/)
show (2)
showing (/)
shrimp (3)
sic (/)

sign (2)
signed (9)
simply (2)
sink (/)

sir (2)

sole (2)
somebody (/)
soon (/)
sorry (/)
sought (/)
SOUTH (/3)
speak (2)
specifically (4)
standing (/)
started (/)
STATE (4)
stated (3)
statement (/)
states (/)
stating (4)
status (3)
stay (/)
store (2)
stricken (/)
strike (/)
structures (/)
stuff (2)
submit (/)
sued (2)
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suit (/)
summon's (/)
sunken (/)
supposed (2)
sure (4)

<T>

take (4)
taken (3)
talk (5)
talked (2)
talks (/)
taught (/)
tell (5)
telling (2)
terms (/)
testimony (/)
Thank (/1)
theory (/)
thereof (/)
thing (2)
things (9)
think (6)
Third-Party (/9)
thou (/)
thousands (/)
three (5)

tie (/)

tied (/)
TIME (/1)
timely (6)
title (2)

titled (/)
today (7)

told (9)
touch (/)
transaction (3)
transcription (/)
transfer (2)
transferring (3)
transient (2)
trial (2)

true (/)

try (4)

two (9)

type (/)

<U>
unbelievable (/)

10\





underlying (4)
understand (6)
undisputed (/)
unfolded (/)
UNIT (2)
unmeritorious (/)
unsupported (/)
untimely (2)

<V>
vacate (0)
vacating (2)
valid (3)
various (/)
vVC (1)
verify (/)
vessel (/))
virtue (/)
vs (2)

<W >

walk (/)
walked (/)
want (9)
wanted (/)
watercraft (/)
way (5)

ways (2)
WEGMANN (/)
Well (6)

went (5)

we're (4)

we've (/)
WHITE (58)
Whites (/)
White's (3)
willing (/)

wish (/)
wished (/)
within-entitled (/)
Witness (/)
work (2)
working (/)
writing (/)
written (/)
wrong (/)
wrongfully (/)
wrote (2)
WWW.CLARKBOL

EN.COM (/)

<Y>
yeah (/)
years (/)
you-all (2)

Deposition of Hearing
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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA ) IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS
) FOURTEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
COUNTY OF BEAUFORT ) CIVIL ACTION ﬁez;:\‘-CP-O7-OO804
) < p..J
BENNY HUDSON SEAFOOD CORP,, )
)
PLAINTIFF, ) NOTICE OF APPEAL
)
V. )
) R
MARTIN GOVAN, ) REEI
DEFENDANT, ) s 5
) T
and ) S3=:
MARTIN GOVAN, ) 5t B
THIRD PARTY PLAINTIFF ) TN
)
V. )
)
)
CRAIG WHITE and GERALDINE WHITE )
THIRD PARTY DEFENDANT. )

TO: The Clerk of Court for Beaufort County and All Counsel of Record

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that the Appellant, Geraldine White sui juris, hereby appeals to the
South Carolina Court of Appeals from the Orders and/or or Ruling entered in this matter on

December 3, 2025, by Judge James J. Wegmann.

This appeal is taken pursuant to Rule 203(b)(1), South Carolina Appellate Court Rules
(SCACR), which requires the Notice of Appeal to be served and filed within 30 days after

receipt of written notice of entry of the Order.

The specific Order appealed from is titled: “ORDER ON PENDING MOTIONS?”,
electronically signed December 3, 2025 12:43 PM and filed on December 3, 2025 at 2:44PM.

Appellant filed consolidated Motions:

1) to reopen case 201 3CP0700793 and vacate the judgment filed on August 22, 2018 for
fraud upon the court;

2) to reimburse Third-Party Defendant Geraldine White $15,665.73 in funds illegally

1
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collected and wired to John R. C Bowen's law firm for an alleged partial satisfaction of

the judgment obtained August 22,2018;

3) to dismiss all claims filed against Third-Party Defendant Geraldine White, by

Third-Party Plaintiff Govan that alleged that she owed reimbursement expenses for

him settling his case with Benny Hudson Seafood Corp.

Appellant respectfully requests that the Clerk of Court prepare, assemble, and certify the
on Appeal in accordance with Rule 210, SCACR.

Record

This Notice of Appeal will be sent via email to the South Carolina Court Appeals on December

11, 2025 and will be sent via email to all Parties.

Respectfully Submitted December 11, 2025

Geraldine White sui juris, Appellant
141 Lamotte Drive #A3

Hilton Head Island, SC 29926
whiteeeraldine9 1 gmail.com

843-681-3947






STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA ) IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS
) FOURTEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

COUNTY OF BEAUFORT )  CIVIL ACTION%CP-O7-OO804
) 7] ¢
BENNY HUDSON SEAFOOD CORP,, )
)
PLAINTIFF, ) NOTICE OF APPEAL
)
v. )
)
MARTIN GOVAN, ) PROOF OF SERVICE
DEFENDANT, )
) A=
and ) r'_)i pod
MARTIN GOVAN, ) ;:A pos
THIRD PARTY PLAINTIFF ) o3l =
) i<t B
v. ) ne
)
CRAIG WHITE and GERALDINE WHITE)
THIRD PARTY DEFENDANT. )
PROOF OF SERVICE

I hereby certify that | served a copy of this Notice of Appeal, Motion to Proceed
Forma Pauperis, and orders/judgments entered on December 3, 2025 on all parties
and attorneys of record by depositing it in the U.S. Mail, first-class postage prepaid
AND/OR via email at the address(es) listed below on this 11th day of December,
2025.

Patrick William Carr, Esq. 15585 John R.C. Bowen, Esq

Carr Legal Group, LLC 92 A Main Street

1917 LoveJoy Street Hilton Head Island, SC 29926
Beaufort, SC 29902 john@laughlinandbowen.com
patrick@carrlegal.com Laughlin and Bowen P .C.

Attorney for Martin Govan Attorney for Benny Hudson Seafood Corp
843-728-2277 843-689-5700

P
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NOTICE OF APPEAL

PROOF OF SERVICE

Respectfully Submitted

: /

Geraldine White sui juris, Appellant
141 Lamotte Drive #A3

Hilton Head Island, SC 29926
wiiteveraldine91 o email.com

843-681-3947

December 11, 2025

3







INDEX TO RECORD ON APPEAL

ORDERS AND DECISIONS

Order on Pending Motions to Reopen/Reimburse/Dismiss - Denied, filed December 3, 2025 (the order
appealed from; include the complete order and electronic-signature page).

No. Matter R.p.
1 Order On Pending Motions (Order on Appeal) Dec. 3, 2025 1-6
2 Order on Status Conference - Geraldine White to proceed pro se,

filed November 13, 2025. 7-9
3 Order Transferring Case to Beaufort County Master-in-Equity,

filed September 12, 2025. 10-12
4 Order to Continue Case January 24, 2023 13-18
5 Order Motion Resolved 19-21
6 Order Motion to Compel dismissed 22-23
7 Order to Consolidate April 8, 2019 24-27
8 Order (Consent) Allowing Amendment of Pleadings October 15,

2018 28-32
9 Order Of Judgment August 22, 2018 Signed by Marvin H

Dukes, IIT relevant to the issues on appeal. 33-39

PLEADINGS AND SERVICE PAPERS

No. Matter R.p.
10 Summons and Complaint, filed April 17,2018 Hudson vs

Govan Case No 2018CP0700804 40-44
11 Summons and Complaint, filed April 16,2018 Hudson vs

Geraldine & Craig White Case No 201 8CP0700793 45-49
12 Summon, Complaint and Barbara Hudson verification filed

April 16, 2018 Hudson vs Mineau Case No. 2018CP0700792 50-56

13 Stipulation of Dismissal Hudson vs Mineau filed Dec 19,2018 57
14 Answer of Martin Govan, filed June 1,2018 58-60
15 Amended Summons, Amended Answer, and Third-Party

Complaint, filed August 22, 2019 61-73
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16

17

18

19

20

21

Affidavits of service on Craig White and Geraldine White,
filed September 18, 2019 (Public Index reflects the associated

filing on September 19, 2019). 74
Acceptance of service by William M. Bowen, Esq., dated

September 17, 2019 and filed September 24,2019 75-76
Affidavit of Default, filed October 22,2019 77-78

Motion for Extension of Time to Answer and certificate of
service, filed October 23, 2019, 79

Answer to Third-Party Complaint and certificate of service
of Geraldine White, filed October 29, 2019. 80-89

Counterclaim of Third-Party Defendant Geraldine White and
certificate of service, filed November 7,2025 90-94

MOTIONS, RESPONSES, AND FILED MATERIALS

22

23

24

22

26

27

28

29

Motion to Transfer Case to Beaufort County Master-in-Equity,
filed May 29, 2025 95-96

Opposition to Motion to Transfer, Motion to Dismiss, declaration,

and certificate of service of Geraldine White, filed August 22,

2025 97-99
Consolidated Motions for Judicial Inquiry, Sanctions,
Reopening/Reimbursement/Dismissal; affidavit; exhibits; and

certificate of service of Geraldine White, filed October 6, 2025.  100-119
Plaintiff Notice of Withdrawal and Motion for J ury Trial Nov 2018 120
Defendant’s Motion to Dismiss or Consolidate filed Oct 31, 2018 121-123

Motion For Relief of Judgment filed May 30, 2022 124-126

Plaintiff’s Motion For Summary Judgment filed Oct 21 , 2019 127-128

Administrative/Judicial Notice and Timeline of Events for the
Record, with filed exhibits and exhibit list, filed November
12025 129-155





HEARING RECORD

30 Transcript or other authorized record of the hearing at which the

motions resolved on December 3, 2025 were heard, including the

reporter identification and all appearances 156-202

APPELLATE-PROCEEDING PAPERS

31 Notice of Appeal and proof of service, filed December 11,2025  203-206






