
From: Schulz, Jonathan
To: Court Of Appeals Filings
Cc: Robert Rikard; Chloe LePeter
Subject: Joseph Rich v. First-Citizens Bank & Trust Co., et al. (Notice of Appeal from 2026-CP-40-02896)
Date: Monday, September 28, 2026 9:15:06 AM
Attachments: 2026.09.28 Notice of Appeal (Rich v. FCB).pdf

2026.09.04 - Order Denying Motion to Compel Arbitration (Form 4).pdf
2026.09.15 Order on Motion to Compel Arbitration.pdf

*** EXTERNAL EMAIL: This email originated from outside the organization. Please
exercise caution before clicking any links or opening attachments. ***

To Whom it May Concern:
 
Attached for filing in the Court of Appeals, please find a Notice of Appeal in the above
referenced case.  A filing fee in the amount of $250 will be mailed to the Court of Appeals
via FedEx overnight mail.
 
At your convenience, please confirm receipt of this filing.
 
Should the Court have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact me.
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Jonathan Schulz
Counsel for Appellants
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e: jschulz@bradley.com w: bradley.com 
d: 704.338.6127 f: 704.338.6076 
Bradley Arant Boult Cummings LLP
Truist Center, 214 North Tryon Street, Suite 3700 
Charlotte, NC 28202-1078

 

Confidentiality Notice: This e-mail is from a law firm and may be protected by the attorney-client or work product privileges. If you have
received this message in error, please notify the sender by replying to this e-mail and then delete it from your computer.

mailto:jschulz@bradley.com
mailto:ctappfilings@sccourts.org
mailto:rgr@rplegalgroup.com
mailto:chloe@rplegalgroup.com
mailto:jschulz@bradley.com
http://bradley.com/



THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA 
In the Court of Appeals 


__________ 
 


APPEAL FROM RICHLAND COUNTY 
Court of Common Pleas 


The Honorable Daniel Coble, Circuit Court Judge 
__________ 


 
Case No.: 2026-CP-40-02896 


__________ 
 
Joseph Rich  .................................................................................................... Respondent, 
 
v. 
 
First-Citizens Bank & Trust Company; 
First Citizens Investors Services, Inc. 
First Citizens Asset Management, Inc.; and 
Robert P. Strickland  ....................................................................................... Appellants. 


__________ 
 


NOTICE OF APPEAL 
__________ 


 
Appellants First-Citizens Bank & Trust Company, First Citizens Investor Services, Inc., 


First Citizens Asset Management, Inc., and Robert P. Strickland (collectively “Appellants”) appeal 


from the order of the Richland County Court of Common Pleas denying their Motion to Compel 


Arbitration and Stay Proceedings, or in the Alternative Motion to Dismiss, and Motion for 


Protective Order, which was entered by the Honorable Daniel Coble.  The trial court issued a short-


form order on September 4, 2026, and a final written order on September 15, 2026.  Copies of both 


orders are attached and provided to the Court of Appeals with this Notice.  Written notice of entry 


of the final order was received by the Appellants on September 15, 2026.  
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Respectfully submitted this 28th day of September 2026. 


 


     BRADLEY ARANT BOULT CUMMINGS LLP 


/s/ Jonathan E. Schulz      
Jonathan E. Schulz (S.C. Bar No. 79850) 
Steven P. Hix (S.C. Bar No. 107961) 
214 N. Tryon Street, Suite 3700  
Charlotte, NC 28202  
Phone: 704.338.6127  
jschulz@bradley.com 
shix@bradley.com 
 
Counsel for First-Citizens Bank & Trust Company; 
First Citizens Investor Services, Inc.; First Citizens 
Asset Management, Inc.; and Robert P. Strickland 
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THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA 
In the Court of Appeals 


__________ 
 


APPEAL FROM RICHLAND COUNTY 
Court of Common Pleas 


The Honorable Daniel Coble, Circuit Court Judge 
__________ 


 
Case No.: 2026-CP-40-02896 


__________ 
 
Joseph Rich  .................................................................................................... Respondent, 
 
v. 
 
First-Citizens Bank & Trust Company; 
First Citizens Investors Services, Inc. 
First Citizens Asset Management, Inc.; and 
Robert P. Strickland  ....................................................................................... Appellants. 


__________ 
 


PROOF OF SERVICE 
__________ 


 
I certify that I served the notice of appeal by depositing a copy of it on the date shown 


below in the United States Mail, postage prepaid, addressed as follows: 


 RP Legal, LLC 
 Robert G. Rikard (S.C. Bar No. 12340) 
 Chloë L. Satzger (S.C. Bar No. 107016) 
 2110 N. Beltline Blvd. 
 Columbia, SC 29204 
 P.O. Box 5640 (29250) 
 rgr@rplegalgroup.com 
 chloe@rplegalgroup.com 


 
This 28th day of September 2026. 


/s/ Jonathan E. Schulz      
Jonathan E. Schulz 
Counsel for First-Citizens Bank & Trust Company; 
First Citizens Investor Services, Inc.; First Citizens 
Asset Management, Inc.; and Robert P. Strickland 
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FORM 4  


STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA        JUDGMENT IN A CIVIL CASE  


COUNTY OF       


IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS      CASE NO.        
 


 


      


  


      


PLAINTIFF(S)  DEFENDANT(S) 
 


 


DISPOSITION TYPE (CHECK ONE) 


 JURY VERDICT. This action came before the court for a trial by jury.  The issues 


have been tried and a verdict rendered. 
 


 DECISION BY THE COURT.  This action came to trial or hearing before the court. 


The issues have been tried or heard and a decision rendered.  
 


 ACTION DISMISSED (CHECK REASON):  Rule 12(b), SCRCP;  Rule 41(a), 


SCRCP (Vol. Nonsuit);  Rule 43(k), SCRCP (Settled); 


 Other       
 


 ACTION STRICKEN (CHECK REASON):  Rule 40(j), SCRCP;  Bankruptcy; 


 Binding arbitration, subject to right to restore to confirm, vacate or modify 


      arbitration award;  


   Other       
 


  STAYED DUE TO BANKRUPTCY 


 


  DISPOSITION OF APPEAL TO THE CIRCUIT COURT (CHECK APPLICABLE BOX): 


   Affirmed;   Reversed;   Remanded;   


 Other        
   


  NOTE:  ATTORNEYS ARE RESPONSIBLE FOR NOTIFYING LOWER COURT, TRIBUNAL, OR 


ADMINISTRATIVE AGENCY OF THE CIRCUIT COURT RULING IN THIS APPEAL.  


IT IS ORDERED AND ADJUDGED:  See attached order (formal order to follow)  Statement of Judgment 


by the Court:  


 


ORDER INFORMATION 


This order  ends  does not end the case.                                                   See Page 2 for additional information.  


  


For Clerk of Court Office Use Only  
 


 


This judgment was electronically entered by the Clerk of Court as reflected on the Electronic Time Stamp, and a 


copy mailed first class to any party not proceeding in the Electronic Filing System on                         . 


 


  


  


  


  


  


  


  


NAMES OF TRADITIONAL FILERS SERVED BY MAIL 


Joseph Rich


2026CP4002896


First-Citizens Bank & Trust Company et al


✔


✔


✔


Defendant First-Citizens Bank & Trust Company's Motion to Compel Arbitration and 
Stay Proceeding, or in the alternative Motion to Dismiss, and Motion for Protective 
Order was heard in person on 09/01/2026. See page 2.


✔


09/04/2026


Richland
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Court Reporter:       
 
E-Filing Note:  The date of Entry of Judgment is the same date as reflected on the Electronic File Stamp and the clerk's 


entering of the date of judgment above is not required in those counties. The clerk will mail a copy of the judgment to 


parties who are not E-Filers or who are appearing pro se. See Rule 77(d), SCRCP.  


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


  


  


After hearing arguments of counsel, Defendant's Motion to Compel Arbitration is 
DENIED. The party seeking arbitration must prove a valid contract, including offer, 
acceptance, and consideration. Lampo v. Amedisys Holding, LLC, 445 S.C. 305, 311, 
914 S.E.2d 139, 142 (2025). The court finds the plaintiff's continued use of the checking 
account does not constitute an acceptance of the arbitration agreement. Therefore, 
there was no manifestation of assent and the arbitration agreement is not binding. The 
prevailing party shall submit a proposed order within 10 days in accordance with Rule 5
(b)(3). 
 
After hearing arguments of counsel, Defendant's Motion to Dismiss under Rule 12(b)(6) 
is denied. The court finds that Plaintiff has properly pled their causes of action. The 
Statute of Limitations defense is not dismissed but is not proper at the 12(b) stage.
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Richland Common Pleas


Case Caption: Joseph  Rich vs   First-Citizens Bank & Trust Company , defendant, et
al


Case Number: 2026CP4002896


Type: Order/Electronic Form 4


So Ordered


s/ Daniel Coble, 2774


Electronically signed on 2026-09-04 12:07:48    page 3 of 3
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’


’s (collectively, “Defendants”) Motion to Compel Arbitration and Stay 


“Motion”). The Motion has been fully briefed by both Defendants and Plaintiff Joseph Rich 


(“Plaintiff”). A hearing was held on the matter on September 1, 2026, with Jonathan E. 


’


’


’


Defendants’ Motion for Protective Order is 
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(“SCUTPA”), negligent misrepresentation, and breach of fiduciary duty arising out of the 


Life Accumulator policy (the “Policy”).


This case arises out of Plaintiffs’ loss of retirement savings.
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’


from the Complaint’s face. 


’
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Richland Common Pleas


Case Caption: Joseph  Rich vs   First-Citizens Bank & Trust Company , defendant, et
al


Case Number: 2026CP4002896
Type: Order/Other


So Ordered
s/ Daniel Coble, 2774


Electronically signed on 2026-09-15 11:38:16    page 7 of 7
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