
From: Crystal Brown
To: Court Of Appeals Filings; Transcripts
Subject: Re: Danielle C. Brown v. Crystal Brown Nwaneri Appellate Case No. 2025-002014
Date: Monday, September 28, 2026 4:41:56 PM
Attachments: Compressed Appl 2025-2014 Suppl to ROA in full w Corr cover.pdf

Appl 2025-2014 RECORD ON APPEAL in full w corr cover.pdf

*** EXTERNAL EMAIL: This email originated from outside the organization. Please
exercise caution before clicking any links or opening attachments. ***

Dear Clerk,

In further response to the Court’s September 11, 2026 deficiency letter, please accept the
attached corrected Record on Appeal and corrected Supplemental Record, each submitted in
full with its amended cover.

On September 25, I emailed the amended cover pages, but inadvertently omitted the
correspondence records themselves. I apologize for that incomplete submission and for the
delay in providing the complete corrected documents. I am submitting them promptly upon
recognizing the omission and respectfully request that the Court accept them as my response
to the deficiency letter.

Thank you for your consideration.

Respectfully,

Crystal Brown Nwaneri
Appellant, Pro Se

mailto:crystal.brown@gmail.com
mailto:ctappfilings@sccourts.org
mailto:transcripts@sccourts.org
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INDEX TO SUPPLEMENT TO THE RECORD ON APPEAL 


The Supplement is organized chronologically by procedural stage to facilitate review. 
Contents 
I. Docket and Filing Access 


Document Supplemental Record Pages 
CourtPlus Docket Screenshot Supp. R. 2 
February 27, 2025 Clerk Correspondence Regarding Filing Requirements Supp. R. 3–4 


 
II. August 2025 Notice and Participation 


Document Supplemental Record Pages 
August 19–22, 2025 Email Chain Regarding Hearing and Amended Memorandum Supp. R. 5–10 
August 22–25, 2025 Email Chain Regarding Notice, Objections, and Requested Participation Supp. R. 11–14 
August 25, 2025 Time-Stamped Preservation Email Supp. R. 15–16 


 
III. September 2025 Preservation of Issues 


Document Supplemental Record 
Pages 


September 17, 2025 FedEx Transmission Package (Order, Hearing Notice, Appraisal, and Cover Letter) Supp. R. 17–44 
September 18–21, 2025 Email Communications Regarding Notice, Appraisal, Motion to Vacate, and Preserved 
Objections Supp. R. 45–51 


September 18, 2025 Motion to Vacate and Clerk Return Materials Supp. R. 52–59 
 







INDEX TO SUPPLEMENT


Document Pages


2CourtPlus docket screenshot


3-4February 27, 2025 Clerk email regarding filing requirements


5-10August 19-22, 2025 email chain transmitting amended memorandum and confirming
hearing


11-14August 22-25, 2025 email chain concerning notice, objections, and requested
participation


15-16August 25, 2025 time-stamped objection and preservation email


17-44September 17, 2025 FedEx transmission package, including order, hearing notice,
and appraisal


45-51September 18-21, 2025 communications regarding motion, notice, appraisal, and
preserved objections


52-59September 18 Motion to Vacate and Clerk return materials
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Crystal Brown <crystal.brown@gmail.com>


Urgent Pro Se Request to File by Email or Fax


Bonnie Campbell <BCampbell@charlestoncounty.org> Thu, Feb 27, 2025 at 11:52 AM
To: crystal.brown@gmail.com <crystal.brown@gmail.com>


Good morning,


We must have your original motion.  Therefore, we can’t accept a fax copy.  Also, you must include a
$25.00 filing fee and a motion coversheet.


 


Thanks.


 


Bonnie L. Campbell


Court Management Supervisor


100 Broad Street, Ste. 106


Charleston, S.C. 29401


843-958-5004


 


From: Randal Evers <REvers@charlestoncounty.org>
Sent: Tuesday, February 25, 2025 2:53 PM
To: Bonnie Campbell <BCampbell@charlestoncounty.org>
Subject: FW: Urgent Pro Se Request to File by Email or Fax


 


 


 


From: Crystal Brown <crystal.brown@gmail.com>
Sent: Tuesday, February 25, 2025 3:09 PM
To: Clerk Of Court <clerkofcourt@charlestoncounty.org>
Subject: Urgent Pro Se Request to File by Email or Fax


 


CAUTION:  This email originated outside of Charleston County.  Do not click links or open attachments from unknown
senders or suspicious emails.  If you are not sure, please contact IT helpdesk.
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prohibited.
 
From: Logan Davis <Ldavis@gravesdavis.com>
Date: Tuesday, August 19, 2025 at 12:08 PM
To: Martha S. Dennis <MDennis@charlestoncounty.org>, MIELawClerk
<MIELawClerk@charlestoncounty.org>
Cc: MIE CMS <MIE.CMS@charlestoncounty.org>, crystal.brown@gmail.com
<crystal.brown@gmail.com>, Tyler Graves <tgraves@gravesdavis.com>
Subject: Re: "2023CP1006212-Danielle C Brown VS Crystal Brown Nwaneri"


Thank you, Ms. Dennis. 


Sincerely,
 
Logan S. Davis, Esq.
Partner/Attorney
Graves & Davis, LLC
1730 Central Park Road
Charleston, SC 29412
Phone: (843) 805-4649
Fax:     (843) 620-1047
Ldavis@gravesdavis.com
www.gravesdavis.com
 


 
 
CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This e-mail and any files transmitted with it are privileged, confidential and may contain
information which is legally privileged or otherwise exempt from disclosure. They are intended solely for the use of the
individual or entity to whom this e-mail is addressed. If you are not one of the named recipients or otherwise have reason to
believe that you have received this message in error, please immediately notify the sender and delete this message immediately
from your computer. Any other use, retention, dissemination, forwarding, printing, or copying of this e-mail is strictly
prohibited.
 
From: Martha S. Dennis <MDennis@charlestoncounty.org>
Date: Tuesday, August 19, 2025 at 11:03 AM
To: Logan Davis <Ldavis@gravesdavis.com>, MIELawClerk <MIELawClerk@charlestoncounty.org>
Cc: MIE CMS <MIE.CMS@charlestoncounty.org>, crystal.brown@gmail.com
<crystal.brown@gmail.com>, Tyler Graves <tgraves@gravesdavis.com>
Subject: RE: "2023CP1006212-Danielle C Brown VS Crystal Brown Nwaneri"
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Good Morning,
 
Yes, we have you on our calendar on Monday, August 25 at 2:00 in Courtroom 2A at 100 Broad Street.
 
 
Many Thanks,
 
Martha “Marti” Dennis, Esq.
Roster and Scheduling Clerk/Attorney
Charleston County Master-In-Equity’s Office
100 Broad Street
Suite 266
Charleston, SC 29401
MDennis@charlestoncounty.org
843-958-5053 direct
843-958-5077 fax
 
From: Logan Davis <Ldavis@gravesdavis.com>
Sent: Tuesday, August 19, 2025 9:26 AM
To: Martha S. Dennis <MDennis@charlestoncounty.org>; MIELawClerk
<MIELawClerk@charlestoncounty.org>
Cc: MIE CMS <MIE.CMS@charlestoncounty.org>; crystal.brown@gmail.com; Tyler Graves
<tgraves@gravesdavis.com>
Subject: Re: "2023CP1006212-Danielle C Brown VS Crystal Brown Nwaneri"
 


CAUTION:  This email originated outside of Charleston County.  Do not click links or open attachments from unknown
senders or suspicious emails.  If you are not sure, please contact IT helpdesk.


Good morning, Ms. Dennis,
 
I wanted to reach out to confirm that our hearing on August 25, 2025 at 2:00 PM is still going forward. I
have copied pro-se defendant, Crystal Nwaneri, on this email. Thanks!
 
Sincerely,
 
Logan S. Davis, Esq.
Partner/Attorney
Graves & Davis, LLC
1730 Central Park Road
Charleston, SC 29412
Phone: (843) 805-4649
Fax:     (843) 620-1047
Ldavis@gravesdavis.com
www.gravesdavis.com
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CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This e-mail and any files transmitted with it are privileged, confidential and may contain
information which is legally privileged or otherwise exempt from disclosure. They are intended solely for the use of the
individual or entity to whom this e-mail is addressed. If you are not one of the named recipients or otherwise have reason to
believe that you have received this message in error, please immediately notify the sender and delete this message immediately
from your computer. Any other use, retention, dissemination, forwarding, printing, or copying of this e-mail is strictly
prohibited.
 


From: Martha S. Dennis <MDennis@charlestoncounty.org>
Date: Wednesday, January 29, 2025 at 12:04 PM
To: Logan Davis <Ldavis@gravesdavis.com>, MIELawClerk <MIELawClerk@charlestoncounty.
org>
Cc: MIE CMS <MIE.CMS@charlestoncounty.org>, crystal.brown@gmail.com <cryst
al.brown@gmail.com>, Tyler Graves <tgraves@gravesdavis.com>
Subject: RE: Motion "MIECON-Master/Partition Hearing-Jan. 29 at 3:00" for Case
"2023CP1006212-Danielle C Brown VS Crystal Brown Nwaneri" was added to a Motions Roster
for 1/29/2025 at 3:00 PM


Good Afternoon,


I have cc'd Judge Scarborough's law clerk, Lillian Wilkerson, on this response. Please make sure you
have e-filed your motion and Judge Scarborough will agree to continue the hearing set for this afternoon.
I will reach out in 60 days to discuss setting a new hearing date.


Many Thanks,


Martha "Marti" Dennis, Esq.
Roster and Scheduling Clerk/Attorney
Charleston County Master-In-Equity's Office
100 Broad Street
Suite 266
Charleston, SC 29401
MDennis@charlestoncounty.org
843-958-5053 direct
843-958-5077 fax


-----Original Message-----
From: Logan Davis <Ldavis@gravesdavis.com>
Sent: Wednesday, January 29, 2025 11:18 AM
To: Martha S. Dennis <MDennis@charlestoncounty.org>
Cc: MIE CMS <MIE.CMS@charlestoncounty.org>; crystal.brown@gmail.com; Tyler Graves
<tgraves@gravesdavis.com>
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Subject: FW: Motion "MIECON-Master/Partition Hearing-Jan. 29 at 3:00" for Case "2023CP1006212-
Danielle C Brown VS Crystal Brown Nwaneri" was added to a Motions Roster for 1/29/2025 at 3:00 PM


CAUTION:  This email originated outside of Charleston County.  Do not click links or open attachments
from unknown senders or suspicious emails.  If you are not sure, please contact IT helpdesk.


Marti,


I hope you are doing well. We received correspondence from the pro se Defendant, Crystal Brown
Nwaneri, this morning regarding the partition hearing scheduled in this matter for today, January 29,
2025 at 3:00 PM. We have discussed and agreed to consent to a continuance in this matter, of course
with the Court's approval, so that Ms. Nwaneri has additional time to review this case and the parties
have additional time to try to find resolution without the Court's assistance. We would ask that this
hearing is continued to the next roster no earlier than March 1, 2025. Of course, if the parties were able
to find resolution before then, we would update the Court. I have attached a copy of the consent motion
and order for continuance that we will be e-filing. Can you let us know at your earliest convenience if the
Judge will grant the continuance? Thank you for your review of this matter.


Sincerely,


Logan S. Davis, Esq.
Partner/Attorney
Graves & Davis, LLC
1730 Central Park Road
Charleston, SC 29412
Phone: (843) 805-4649
Fax:     (843) 620-1047
Ldavis@gravesdavis.com
https://urldefense.com/v3/__http://www.gravesdavis.com__;!!FyuN5H5wA9FHaKde!85lTW-
YumzyqSMGuEQagl-oeOWvVxh7rGTw1sQV_acI7cEr1zpJkURhJP-QipEG56EY2NTDFx5D5pHiT3Xi_
gUabFw$


PLEASE NOTE: OUR OFFICE HAS RELOCATED TO 1730 CENTRAL PARK ROAD, CHARLESTON,
SC 29412


CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This e-mail and any files transmitted with it are privileged, confidential and
may contain information which is legally privileged or otherwise exempt from disclosure. They are
intended solely for the use of the individual or entity to whom this e-mail is addressed. If you are not one
of the named recipients or otherwise have reason to believe that you have received this message in
error, please immediately notify the sender and delete this message immediately from your computer.
Any other use, retention, dissemination, forwarding, printing, or copying of this e-mail is strictly
prohibited.
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-----Original Message-----
From: mie.cms@charlestoncounty.org <mie.cms@charlestoncounty.org>
Sent: Tuesday, December 31, 2024 3:07 PM
To: Logan Davis <Ldavis@gravesdavis.com>
Cc: mdennis@charlestoncounty.org
Subject: Motion "MIECON-Master/Partition Hearing-Jan. 29 at 3:00" for Case "2023CP1006212-Danielle
C Brown VS Crystal Brown Nwaneri" was added to a Motions Roster for 1/29/2025 at 3:00 PM


A hearing in the above referenced matter has been scheduled in front of Judge Scarborough on
Wednesday, January 29, 2025 in Courtroom 2A at 100 Broad Street. Please refer to the published roster
on the Charleston County or SC Judicial websites for more information. Proper notice is your
responsibility.  If your case is settled or is no longer going forward, please notify Marti at
MDennis@charlestoncounty.org and the roster will be marked accordingly.  Thank you.


Smokeball Reference V3: 91d90997-2ca3-4417-98dd-a6e210945442_fbaee995-5b30-4f78-a5c3-
b3017ce15417_4b0fa921-c54a-49fd-92cd-78689cfd341c.
Exhibits to Memorandum in Support of Partition.pdf, Amended Memorandum in Support of Partition.pdf


10







AUGUST 22-25, 2025 EMAIL CHAIN


From: Logan Davis <Ldavis@gravesdavis.com>
Date: Mon, Aug 25, 2025 at 11:36■AM
Subject: Re: Clarification re: Hearing Scheduled for August 25, 2025
To: MIELawClerk <MIELawClerk@charlestoncounty.org>, Crystal Brown <crystal.brown@gmail.com>
CC: Martha S. Dennis <MDennis@charlestoncounty.org>, Tyler Graves <tgraves@gravesdavis.com>


Thank you for the update, Ms. Wilkerson. Plaintiff and I will be present for the in-person hearing at
2:00 p.m. 


Sincerely,


Logan S. Davis, Esq.
Partner/Attorney
Graves & Davis, LLC
1730 Central Park Road
Charleston, SC 29412
Phone: (843) 805-4649
Fax:     (843) 620-1047
Ldavis@gravesdavis.com
www.gravesdavis.com


CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This e-mail and any files transmitted with it are privileged, confidential and
may contain information which is legally privileged or otherwise exempt from disclosure. They are
intended solely for the use of the individual or entity to whom this e-mail is addressed. If you are not
one of the named recipients or otherwise have reason to believe that you have received this message in
error, please immediately notify the sender and delete this message immediately from your computer. Any
other use, retention, dissemination, forwarding, printing, or copying of this e-mail is strictly
prohibited.


From: MIELawClerk <MIELawClerk@charlestoncounty.org>
Date: Monday, August 25, 2025 at 11:17■AM
To: Crystal Brown <crystal.brown@gmail.com>, Logan Davis <Ldavis@gravesdavis.com>
Cc: Martha S. Dennis <MDennis@charlestoncounty.org>, Tyler Graves <tgraves@gravesdavis.com>
Subject: RE: Clarification re: Hearing Scheduled for August 25, 2025


Good morning,


Upon review of the communications and filings in this case, Judge Scarborough has determined that the
Defendant did receive proper notice of the hearing and will proceed with the in-person hearing scheduled
today for 2:00 p.m. The Court will not allow for the virtual or telephone participation by either party.
Additionally, this Court notes that this hearing was continued from the January 29, 2025 date and that
the Defendant was found to be in default in September 2024. Thus, the partition hearing set for 2:00 p.m.
today will proceed as previously scheduled.


Thank you very much.


Lillian P. Wilkerson, Esq.
Judicial Law Clerk
Charleston County Master In Equity
100 Broad Street, Suite 266
Charleston, SC 29401
Ph: (843) 958-5075
MIELawClerk@charlestoncounty.org


Dear Ms. Wilkerson and Honorable Court:
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I write to clarify the record regarding today’s scheduled hearing. Contrary to Plaintiff’s
misrepresentations below, I have not consented to, nor requested, that the hearing proceed by WebEx or
any other virtual platform. Plaintiff’s counsel’s offer of a WebEx link is procedurally immaterial unless
and until the Court orders such an appearance. 


My request remains exactly as stated in my prior correspondence: if the Court nevertheless elects to
proceed with the hearing over my timely objections, I respectfully request leave to participate by
telephone in order to mitigate the prejudice resulting from insufficient and defective notice. This
conditional request in no way constitutes a waiver of my objections or consent to the proceeding. 


I also preserve my objection to Plaintiff’s memorandum in support, which was filed the business day
before the hearing, among other improper filings. That submission was untimely and prejudicial and should
be stricken from the record.


In light of the hearing scheduled for 2:00 p.m. today, I respectfully request that the Court advise of
its position at the earliest possible time so that I may make the necessary logistical arrangements.


Respectfully,


Crystal Brown Nwaneri


Defendant, Pro Se


On Mon, Aug 25, 2025 at 10:11■AM Logan Davis <Ldavis@gravesdavis.com> wrote:
Ms. Wilkerson,


While we stand firm that notice has been effectuated, in an effort to go forward with this hearing, we
are open to a virtual hearing. However, if the Court is willing to accommodate Defendant’s request to
have a virtual hearing, we would respectfully request it to be conducted via WebEx. Of course, we still
plan on appearing at Court today unless the Court instructs otherwise. 


Further, I wanted to note that Plaintiff also lives out of state; however, she has made accommodations to
be here for the hearing. 


Thank you all for your time and attention to this matter. 


Sincerely,


Logan S. Davis, Esq.
Partner/Attorney
Graves & Davis, LLC
1730 Central Park Road
Charleston, SC 29412
Phone: (843) 805-4649
Fax:     (843) 620-1047
Ldavis@gravesdavis.com
www.gravesdavis.com


CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This e-mail and any files transmitted with it are privileged, confidential and
may contain information which is legally privileged or otherwise exempt from disclosure. They are
intended solely for the use of the individual or entity to whom this e-mail is addressed. If you are not
one of the named recipients or otherwise have reason to believe that you have received this message in
error, please immediately notify the sender and delete this message immediately from your computer. Any
other use, retention, dissemination, forwarding, printing, or copying of this e-mail is strictly
prohibited.
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From: Crystal Brown <crystal.brown@gmail.com>
Date: Monday, August 25, 2025 at 9:46■AM
To: MIELawClerk <MIELawClerk@charlestoncounty.org>
Cc: Logan Davis <Ldavis@gravesdavis.com>, Martha S. Dennis <MDennis@charlestoncounty.org>, Tyler Graves
<tgraves@gravesdavis.com>
Subject: Re: Urgent: "2023CP1006212-Danielle C Brown VS Crystal Brown Nwaneri"


Please put forth this Reply to Plaintiff’s Response Regarding Notice of Hearing:


Dear Honorable Court:


I write in reply to Plaintiff’s August 22 response to my objection regarding insufficient notice of the
hearing scheduled for August 25, 2025. Plaintiff’s arguments misapply the South Carolina Rules of Civil
Procedure and rest on plainly erroneous calculations.


Given the defective notice and the improper late filing, Defendant respectfully requests that the Court
advise immediately whether today’s 2:00 p.m. hearing will proceed. If the Court nonetheless elects to go
forward, Defendant—who resides in Maryland—requests leave to appear by telephone to avoid further
prejudice.


I. Plaintiff’s Reading of Rule 6 Is Incorrect


Plaintiff contends that because I received the FedEx package on August 15, 2025, I had “ten days’ notice”
of the August 25 hearing. This reasoning directly contradicts Rule 6(a), SCRCP, which governs the
computation of time. The Rule provides:


“In computing any period of time prescribed or allowed by these rules, … the day of the act, event, or
default from which the designated period of time begins to run shall not be included.”
Thus, the day of the hearing (August 25) is excluded. Ten days “before” August 25 runs back to August 14,
not August 15. Plaintiff’s math is off by at least one full day. To suggest otherwise is to ask this
Court to disregard the plain language of Rule 6.


Plaintiff further argues that Rule 6(e)’s three-day extension does not apply to commercial carriers such
as FedEx. This too is mistaken. Rule 6(e) expressly applies where service is made “by mail.” South
Carolina courts have recognized that Rule 5(b)(1) permits service “by delivering a copy … by mail,” and
that “mail” includes service via carriers such as FedEx and UPS. See Regions Bank v. Strawn, 394 S.C. 46,
714 S.E.2d 554 (Ct. App. 2011) (treating FedEx delivery as mail service for purposes of Rules). Plaintiff
cites no authority to carve FedEx out of the rule, and indeed the very reason for Rule 6(e)’s three-day
cushion is the unavoidable delay built into mail or mail-equivalent service.


Accordingly, Plaintiff was required to mail (or dispatch by FedEx) the notice no later than August 12 so
that I would receive it by August 14 at the latest. Instead, counsel did not place the package with FedEx
until August 13, guaranteeing that it could not arrive by the Rule 6 deadline.


II. Plaintiff’s “Confirmation Email” Is Ineffective


Plaintiff’s August 20 email cannot cure the defective service. As Plaintiff admits, service by email is
not authorized by Rule 5 absent written consent, which I have not given. This “confirmation” five days
later only underscores Plaintiff’s awareness that the FedEx notice was late.


III. Plaintiff’s Remaining Arguments Are Irrelevant


Plaintiff’s assertion that I am “in default” is a red herring. Even if default were entered (which I
dispute), due process requires that notice of any hearing be given in compliance with Rule 6. A party in
default still has the right to be heard on matters affecting property rights.


Plaintiff’s claim that I “actually received” notice is likewise unavailing. The question is not whether I
eventually received a package, but whether notice was timely served under the Rules. It was not.
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IV. Conclusion


Plaintiff’s attempt to justify late service by rewriting the Rules is unpersuasive. Ten days before
August 25 is August 14, not August 15. Rule 6(e) applies to service by FedEx. And Plaintiff’s own choice
to delay dispatch until August 13, and then to use two-day service rather than overnight, ensured that
notice would be untimely.


For these reasons, I respectfully renew my request that the Court:


Sustain my objection and find Plaintiff’s notice defective under Rule 6;


Strike or continue the August 25 hearing; and


Grant such further relief as this Court deems just and proper.


On Mon, Aug 25, 2025 at 9:38■AM MIELawClerk <MIELawClerk@charlestoncounty.org> wrote:
Good morning,


I will place these correspondences before Judge Scarborough and will be in touch with his response to
Defendant’s objection to the hearing today. Please let me know if you have any questions or concerns in
the meantime.


Lillian P. Wilkerson, Esq.


Judicial Law Clerk


Charleston County Master In Equity


100 Broad Street, Suite 266


Charleston, SC 29401


Ph: (843) 958-5075


MIELawClerk@charlestoncounty.org
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Crystal Brown <crystal.brown@gmail.com>


Urgent: "2023CP1006212-Danielle C Brown VS Crystal Brown Nwaneri"


Crystal Brown <crystal.brown@gmail.com> Mon, Aug 25, 2025 at 1:36 PM
To: MIELawClerk <MIELawClerk@charlestoncounty.org>, MIE CMS <MIE.CMS@charlestoncounty.org>, Martha S. Dennis
<MDennis@charlestoncounty.org>
Cc: Logan Davis <ldavis@gravesdavis.com>, Tyler Graves <tgraves@gravesdavis.com>
Bcc: Crystal Brown <crystal.brown@gmail.com>


August 25, 2025


VIA EMAIL ONLY FOR DATE-TIME STAMP


Re: Brown v. Brown, Charleston County Court of Common Pleas, Case No. 2023-CP-10-4783
Objection and Preservation of Rights


Your Honor:


I am writing in response to the Court's ruling (below), delivered via email today August 25,
2025, at 11:24 a.m., see attached.  


The email order stated that the plaintiff’s notice for the August 25 hearing today at 2p.m. was
timely, despite my objections, and that the  hearing would proceed with in-person
appearances only. I respectfully submit this letter, by email for a clear time-stamped record,
to object to this ruling and to preserve my rights.


A.  Denial of Participation and Violation of Due Process


The Court's decision to deny any request for virtual or phone participation — by Plaintiff per
his emails this morning, and myself —   effectively prevents me from attending today's
hearing. As a pro se defendant residing in Piney Point, Maryland, I am hundreds of miles from
the Charleston courthouse. My repeated requests for a reasonable accommodation to appear
by phone have been denied.  


The Court's refusal to allow me to participate in any way—either physically or remotely—is a
violation of my fundamental due process rights. By being barred from the proceeding, I am
denied a meaningful opportunity to be heard and to defend my interests. Proceeding under
these conditions constitutes a clear error.


B.  Preservation of Objections for Appeal
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For the record, I formally object to the Court's ruling and to the hearing proceeding today with
the court’s express order that in-person appearance is required.  The court issued this
order despite knowing of plaintiff’s contemporaneous representation that she is
currently in Piney Point, Maryland, and therefore unable to attend any hearing today in-
person, due largely to Plaintiff’s late notice and the court’s issuance of an order requiring in-
person appearance just 1.5 hours before the scheduled start time.


Should the Court nevertheless go forward with the hearing at 2 p.m., I must expressly object
and preserve all rights and defenses for appeal, including but not limited to:


* Violation of Due Process: My due process rights were violated by the denial of meaningful
participation.


* Lack of Personal Jurisdiction: I maintain that the Court lacks jurisdiction over my person due
to the defective service of the original Complaint. Service by publication in a local
Charleston newspaper is legally insufficient for a pro se defendant living in Maryland.


* Improper Notice: I continue to object to the untimely filing of the Plaintiff’s
purported Memorandum in Support, which deprived me of adequate notice time to prepare a
response.


I respectfully request that these objections be noted on the record. These and all other
objections are not waived in any respect.


Respectfully submitted,


Crystal Brown Nwaneri 
Defendant, Pro Se
[Quoted text hidden]


Clarification re- Hearing Scheduled for August 25, 2025.pdf, Ex A 20250815 FedEx signed.pdf, Ex A
20250815 fed ex no sgn required.pdf
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Crystal Brown <crystal.brown@gmail.com>


Filing in Case 2023-cp-6212
6 messages


Crystal Brown <crystal.brown@gmail.com> Thu, Sep 18, 2025 at 11:45 PM
To: <clerkofcourt@charlestoncounty.org>
Cc: Logan Davis <ldavis@gravesdavis.com>, MIELawClerk <MIELawClerk@charlestoncounty.org>
Bcc: Crystal Brown <canarywithaw@icloud.com>, Crystal Brown <crystal.brown@gmail.com>


Dear Clerk of Court:


Attached please find a copy of pro se Defendant’s Motion to Vacate Orders and for Order Declaring
Heirs Property, which was sent to the Clerk’s office by UPS expedited delivery today, Sept. 18,
2025 at 8:38pm (UPS tracking number 1Z6E4Z3T0303588222).  See UPS/Staples receipt
reflecting Sept. 18, 2025 as the date the filing was dropped off.  
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Defendant also served a copy to the plaintiff’s counsel, Logan Davis, via US Postal Service today,
Sept. 18, 2025.  See USPS receipt. 
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Per the SC Rules of Civil Procedure, the date of mailing and service is the filing date, making
today, Sept. 18, the date of filing.  A payment of $50 for the motion filing fee was included in the
UPS package to the court.


Please let me know if you have any questions.


Thank you,


Crystal Brown Nwaneri


Cc:  
Logan Davis, Plaintiff’s Counsel
Master in Equity Law Clerk
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Encl:
Sept. 18 Motion


CamScanner 9-18-25 20.30_2.jpeg, CamScanner 9-18-25 20.30_5.jpeg, CamScanner 9-18-25
20.30_4.jpeg, CamScanner 9-18-25 20.30_3.jpeg


Logan Davis <Ldavis@gravesdavis.com> Fri, Sep 19, 2025 at 6:30 AM
To: Crystal Brown <crystal.brown@gmail.com>, clerkofcourt@charlestoncounty.org <clerkofcourt@charlestoncounty.org>
Cc: MIELawClerk <MIELawClerk@charlestoncounty.org>, Hagan Hiott <hhiott@gravesdavis.com>, Tyler Graves
<tgraves@gravesdavis.com>


Good morning, Ms. Brown,


As noted in the email sent from my office on 9/17/2025, there is a hearing scheduled for October 6, 2025,
at 1:00 PM. We hope you will join us.


I have attached a courtesy copy of the letter (including enclosures) sent by my office on 9/17/2025, which
you should receive today via FedEx as well (one envelope requiring signature and one envelope not
requiring signature). 


Sincerely,
 
Logan S. Davis, Esq.
Partner/Attorney
Graves & Davis, LLC
1730 Central Park Road
Charleston, SC 29412
Phone: (843) 805-4649
Fax:     (843) 620-1047
Ldavis@gravesdavis.com
www.gravesdavis.com
 


 
 
CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This e-mail and any files transmitted with it are privileged, confidential and may contain
information which is legally privileged or otherwise exempt from disclosure. They are intended solely for the use of the
individual or entity to whom this e-mail is addressed. If you are not one of the named recipients or otherwise have reason to
believe that you have received this message in error, please immediately notify the sender and delete this message immediately
from your computer. Any other use, retention, dissemination, forwarding, printing, or copying of this e-mail is strictly
prohibited.
 
[Quoted text hidden]
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Crystal Brown <crystal.brown@gmail.com> Fri, Sep 19, 2025 at 10:40 PM
To: Logan Davis <ldavis@gravesdavis.com>
Cc: clerkofcourt@charlestoncounty.org <clerkofcourt@charlestoncounty.org>, MIELawClerk
<MIELawClerk@charlestoncounty.org>, Hagan Hiott <hhiott@gravesdavis.com>, Tyler Graves <tgraves@gravesdavis.com>


Mr. Davis,


I received your email this morning, copied to the Clerk of Court and Law Clerk. While I appreciate that you complied with
the 10-day notice requirement this time, your phrasing — “we hope you will join us” — comes across as unnecessarily
condescending toward a pro se litigant and out-of-state mother of three who is doing her best to participate fully and
fairly.


As the Court is aware, I do not receive electronic notice of filings. The only notice I receive is when opposing counsel
forwards an order. Here, counsel waited two full weeks before notifying me of the Court’s September 3 partition order —
only sending it on September 17. That delay is prejudicial to a pro se party who must arrange travel, childcare, and
filings from another state.


More critically, what was sent on September 17 is not the appraisal the Court ordered. The “exterior-only” drive-by
valuation is nothing more than a comparative market analysis. It ignores the interior condition and serious disrepair of
the home — including a failing roof — and therefore cannot serve as the required full appraisal for a partition valuation
hearing.


The report includes no interior photographs and assumes the home is in “fair” condition and working order. That
assumption is inaccurate. Both parties know, and plaintiff has admitted in writing, that the home’s interior condition is
poor. Submitting a CMA dressed up as an appraisal wastes the Court’s time and prevents me from preparing for the
October 6 hearing.


Accordingly, I respectfully request that opposing counsel provide the full appraisal ordered by the Master no later than
Monday, September 22.  Without it, I cannot comply with the court’s September 26 election deadline or meaningfully
prepare for and participate in the scheduled hearing on October 6, should it proceed over my jurisdictional challenges
and objections.


Respectfully submitted,


Crystal Brown Nwaneri


[Quoted text hidden]


Logan Davis <Ldavis@gravesdavis.com> Sat, Sep 20, 2025 at 8:04 AM
To: Crystal Brown <crystal.brown@gmail.com>
Cc: clerkofcourt@charlestoncounty.org <clerkofcourt@charlestoncounty.org>, MIELawClerk
<MIELawClerk@charlestoncounty.org>, Hagan Hiott <hhiott@gravesdavis.com>, Tyler Graves <tgraves@gravesdavis.com>


Ms. Nwaneri,
 
I respond to your concerns as follows:
 
Regarding Communication: My previous correspondence stating "we hope you will join us" was
intended solely to inform you of the scheduled hearing and your right to attend. I apologize if the
phrasing was interpreted otherwise.
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Regarding the Appraisal Requirement: The appraisal provided was conducted by a licensed appraiser
in South Carolina, in compliance with the Court's September 3 order. The appraisal methodology
employed is standard practice and provides a reliable fair market value assessment. The appraiser's
valuation accounts for the property's condition, as evidenced by the below-market valuation when
compared to neighboring properties.
 
Regarding Your Valuation Options: You have the opportunity to conduct your own valuation using an
appraisal, comparative market analysis, or other reasonable methodology to present an offer to purchase
our client's interest at fair market value.
 
Regarding Your Options: As outlined in the Court's order, you have the opportunity to exercise your
right of first refusal by making an offer to purchase the property. This option remains available to you
through the September 26, 2025 deadline.
 
Regarding Notice: We have complied with all applicable South Carolina Rules of Civil Procedure
regarding notice and filing requirements.
[Quoted text hidden]


Crystal Brown <crystal.brown@gmail.com> Sun, Sep 21, 2025 at 11:59 PM
To: Logan Davis <Ldavis@gravesdavis.com>
Cc: clerkofcourt@charlestoncounty.org <clerkofcourt@charlestoncounty.org>, MIELawClerk
<MIELawClerk@charlestoncounty.org>, Hagan Hiott <hhiott@gravesdavis.com>, Tyler Graves <tgraves@gravesdavis.com>


Mr. Davis,


I acknowledge your response. However, it overlooks the serious procedural and
substantive defects I have raised from the outset.


1. Notice and Service Failures – If plaintiff truly wanted my participation, notice
would have been proper and timely. Instead, I was:
• Never served with the Complaint, motions for service by publication, or
motion for default when they were filed or granted;
• Sent the Court’s September 3 order only on September 17 — two full weeks
late, prejudicing my ability to meet deadlines;
• Denied the 10-day hearing notice required by Rule 6(d) for the August 25
hearing, which was noticed to me only 9 days before, despite being calendared
weeks earlier at plaintiff’s request;
• Never served with your August 22 memorandum in support — only receiving
it by email on the business day before the hearing.
These repeated failures violate both the letter and spirit of the South Carolina
Rules of Civil Procedure and have materially impaired my ability to participate.
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2. Response Must Be on the Record – Rather than sending informal emails to
Court staff, plaintiff should file signed pleadings addressing the issues raised in
my motion — particularly the threshold question of heirs property status.


3. Heirs’ Property Protections – The subject property passed through intestacy and
is heirs’ property under South Carolina law, entitled to the statutory protections
of the Clementa Pinckney Act.  Those protections — including heightened
notice, appraisal, and buyout procedures — have not been followed and
are designed to prevent precisely this type of forced sale under
circumstances that are neither financially necessary nor equitable.


4. Equity and Burden of Proof – The home is unencumbered, poses no financial
burden on plaintiff, who has neglected to pay the property taxes. A forced sale
of our family home under these circumstances is inequitable and inconsistent
with the protections heirs’ property is afforded.  As petitioner, plaintiff bears
the burden of substantiating value, and a drive-by CMA does not satisfy that
obligation or the Court’s order for an appraisal.


5. Jurisdictional Objections Preserved – All jurisdictional and due process
objections remain preserved, including defective service by publication and the
denial of proper notice at multiple stages.


For these reasons, I again request that plaintiff comply with the Court’s order by
providing a full, interior appraisal no later than September 22, so that I may
meaningfully respond before the September 26 deadline and prepare for the October
6 hearing.


Respectfully,


Crystal Brown Nwaneri


[Quoted text hidden]


Crystal Brown <crystal.brown@gmail.com> Fri, Sep 26, 2025 at 11:34 PM
Draft


[Quoted text hidden]
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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA 
 
COUNTY OF CHARLESTON 
 
DANIELLE C. BROWN, 


 


Plaintiff,  


 


v.  


 


CRYSTAL BROWN NWANERI, 


 


Defendant.  
 


IN THE MASTER-IN-EQUITY COURT 
FOR THE NINTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 


 
C/A No.: 2023-CP-10-06212 


 
 
 
 
 


ORDER 
ON PARTITION HEARING 


  
 


This matter came before the Court on August 25, 2025, at 2:00 P.M., for a hearing on 


Plaintiff’s action for partition by sale of real property located at 8297 Delhi Road, North 


Charleston, SC 29406. Present at the hearing were Plaintiff Danielle C. Brown (“Plaintiff”) and 


her counsel, Logan S. Davis, Esq. and S. Tyler Graves, Esq. of Graves & Davis, LLC. Defendant 


Crystal Brown Nwaneri (“Defendant”) was not present at the hearing. 


PROCEDURAL HISTORY AND SERVICE 


The Court finds that appropriate notice was provided to Defendant to appear at the hearing. 


The record reflects that Plaintiff’s counsel filed extensive exhibits along with its Amended 


Memorandum in Support of Partition by Sale to establish appropriate notice, including: 


1. Service by publication in The Post and Courier newspaper on May 22, May 29, and June 


5, 2024; 


2. Multiple attempts at notice to Defendant’s last known address at 17293 Oakwood Lodge 


Lane, Piney Point, MD 20674; 
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3. For the January 29, 2025 hearing: successful delivery on January 21, 2025 (FedEx tracking 


#771449779691) and attempted delivery requiring signature (FedEx tracking 


#771449731962); 


4. For the August 25, 2025 hearing: successful delivery on August 15, 2025 (FedEx tracking 


#883502622602) and successful signed delivery on August 15, 2025 (FedEx tracking 


#883502697920); 


5. Email notice to Defendant at the email address previously used for communications in this 


matter. 


The Court confirmed that Defendant is in default pursuant to Rule 55(a), SCRCP, having been 


entered on September 17, 2024, and has failed to make an appearance in this case. 


FINDINGS OF FACT 


Based on the testimony and evidence presented at the hearing, the Court makes the 


following findings of fact: 


1. Plaintiff and Defendant each own a fifty percent (50%) undivided interest, as tenants-in-


common, in the subject property located at 8297 Delhi Road, North Charleston, SC 29406, 


TMS No.: 485-06-00-026 (the "Property"); 


2. The Property is not encumbered by any mortgage. 


3. The subject Property is the Plaintiff and Defendant’s childhood home; 


4. Plaintiff made attempts to discuss the disposition of the subject Property with Defendant, 


but has never received a clear answer regarding Defendant’s intentions; 


5. Plaintiff is agreeable to selling her interest to Defendant at fair market value; 


6. Plaintiff wishes the Property to be sold in the event Defendant does not wish to purchase 


Plaintiff’s interest; 
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7. Plaintiff has incurred costs and expenses related to the ownership of the Property, including 


landscaping expenses totaling $6,300.00 from 2019 to present; 


8. Plaintiff has incurred attorney’s fees and costs related to this partition action; 


9. Plaintiff will obtain an appraisal to determine fair market value of the Property. 


CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 


1. This Court has jurisdiction over the subject matter and the parties to this action; 


2. Partition is available as a matter of right to any co-tenant under S.C. Code Ann. § 15-61-


10; 


3. The Property is not subject to the Clementa C. Pinckney Uniform Partition of Heirs’ 


Property Act; 


4. Defendant has been provided appropriate notice as required for the Court to proceed with 


ordering partition proceedings; 


5. Defendant is in default pursuant to Rule 55(a), SCRCP, having been entered on September 


17, 2024, and has failed to make an appearance in this case. 


6. Due process requires that Defendant be afforded an opportunity to purchase Plaintiff’s 


interest before the Property is sold to third parties. 


ORDER 


NOW, THEREFORE, IT IS HEREBY ORDERED: 


1. Standing Order Application: The Standing Order in All Partition Actions dated December 


20, 2007, is applicable to this case in order to protect the due process rights of Defendant 


regardless of her default status. A copy of the Court’s Standing Order is incorporated herein 


as Exhibit A and made a part of this Order. 
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2. Election to Purchase: Defendant shall be granted an opportunity to elect to purchase 


Plaintiff’s fifty percent (50%) interest in the Property, pursuant to the December 20, 2007 


Standing Order. 


3. Deadline for Election: Defendant shall have until September 26, 2025, to notify the Court 


and Plaintiff’s counsel in writing of Defendant’s decision to purchase Plaintiff’s interest 


and the proposed terms of such purchase, if Defendant decides to do so. 


4. Method of Notice: Any notice from Defendant shall be filed with the Court and served 


upon Plaintiff’s counsel at the address of 1730 Central Park Road, Charleston, SC 29412. 


5. Hearing on Election: A hearing is scheduled for October 6, 2025, at 1:00 P.M., at which 


time the Court will determine whether Defendant has elected to purchase the Property and, 


if so, will address the terms of such purchase. 


6. Notice of Hearing: Plaintiff’s counsel shall provide notice of the October 6, 2025 hearing 


to Defendant using the same methods of service as were used for the August 25, 2025 


hearing. 


7. Determination of Value: Plaintiff will obtain an appraisal to determine fair market value of 


the Property. 


8. Preservation of Rights: This Order preserves Plaintiff’s rights to seek partition by sale, 


reimbursement for expenses, and attorney’s fees and costs. 


 


 


[MASTER-IN-EQUITY’S SIGNATURE PAGE TO FOLLOW.] 
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Charleston Common Pleas


Case Caption: Danielle C Brown VS Crystal Brown Nwaneri


Case Number: 2023CP1006212


Type: Master/Order/Other


So Ordered


s/Mikell R. Scarborough   3062


Electronically signed on 2025-09-03 15:33:50     page 5 of 5


ELEC
TR


O
N


IC
ALLY FILED


 - 2025 Sep 03 4:28 PM
 - C


H
AR


LESTO
N


 - C
O


M
M


O
N


 PLEAS - C
ASE#2023C


P1006212


6







EXHIBIT A
Standing Order In All 


Partition Actions
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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA 
 
COUNTY OF CHARLESTON 
 
DANIELLE C. BROWN, 
 


Plaintiff,  
 
v.  
 
CRYSTAL BROWN NWANERI, 
 


Defendant.  
 


IN THE MASTER-IN-EQUITY COURT 
FOR THE NINTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 


 
C/A No.: 2023-CP-10-06212 


 
 
 
 
 


CONSENT MOTION 
AND ORDER FOR CONTINUANCE 


  
 


 YOU WILL PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that the Plaintiff, Danielle C. Brown (“Brown”), 


by and through her undersigned counsel, with consent of Defendant, Crystal Brown Nwaneri, 


hereby moves the Court for an Order continuing the partition hearing scheduled for January 29, 


2025 at 3:00 PM, for good cause shown. 


 The basis for this motion is that the parties have been in communication and would like 


additional time to attempt finding a resolution in this case, inclusive of mediating the case.  The 


parties have good cause for requesting this continuance and there will not be any prejudice or any 


undue delay in the progress of this case if the motion is granted. No other continuances have been 


requested in this case.  


Based on the above, the parties respectfully request that the Court continue the case until a 


term of Court not before March 1, 2025, for good cause shown. 


Based on the foregoing representations, 
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 IT IS ORDERED, based on a finding of good and sufficient cause, that the case is 


continued pursuant to Rule 40(i)(1) of the South Carolina Rules of Civil Procedure beyond the 


hearing currently scheduled to begin January 29, 2025, and that the partition hearing not be placed 


on an active roster before March 1, 2025. 


 IT IS SO ORDERED. 


  


 


      _________________________________ 
      Charleston County Master in Equity 
Charleston, South Carolina 
January 29, 2025 
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Charleston Common Pleas


Case Caption: Danielle C Brown VS Crystal Brown Nwaneri


Case Number: 2023CP1006212


Type: Order/Continuance


So Ordered


s/Mikell R. Scarborough   3062


Electronically signed on 2025-01-29 15:23:50     page 4 of 4
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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA 
 
COUNTY OF CHARLESTON 
 
DANIELLE C. BROWN, 
 


Plaintiff,  
 
v.  
 
CRYSTAL BROWN NWANERI, 
 


Defendant.  
 


IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS 
FOR THE NINTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 


 
C/A No.: 2023-CP-10-06212 


 
 
 
 
 


ORDER OF REFERENCE TO  
THE MASTER-IN-EQUITY 


  
 


UPON reading the Plaintiff’s Motion for Reference to the Master-in-Equity, and upon 


consideration of same, and it being made to appear to my satisfaction that this matter involves a 


partition action to real property.  


THEREFORE, IT IS ORDERED, ADJUDGED and DECREED that this case be, and the 


same is hereby, referred pursuant to SCRCP Rule 53 to The Honorable Mikell R. Scarborough, 


Master-in-Equity for Charleston County, to take testimony and issue a Final Decree, with any 


appeal from the Master to be directly to the South Carolina Supreme Court or the Court of Appeals. 


IT IS FURTHER ORDERED, ADJUDGED and DECREED that the Master-in-Equity is 


given authority to hear any and all post-trial motions, including, but not limited to, motions under 


Rules 52, 59 and 60, SCRCP.  


AND IT IS SO ORDERED!       


 
 


[ELECTRONIC SIGNATURE PAGE TO FOLLOW] 
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Charleston Common Pleas


Case Caption: Danielle C Brown VS Crystal Brown Nwaneri


Case Number: 2023CP1006212


Type: Order/Referred to Master or Special Referee


So Ordered


s/Julie J. Armstrong, Charleston County Clerk of
Court, by BLC


Electronically signed on 2024-09-19 11:25:09     page 2 of 2
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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA 
 
COUNTY OF CHARLESTON 
 
DANIELLE C. BROWN, 
 


Plaintiff,  
 
v.  
 
CRYSTAL BROWN NWANERI, 
 


Defendant.  
 


IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS 
FOR THE NINTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 


 
C/A No.: 2023-CP-10-06212 


 
 
 
 
 


ORDER FOR ENTRY OF DEFAULT 


  
 


UPON reading and consideration of the Motion for Entry of Default, the Affidavit of 


Default, the Affidavit of Service of Defendant Crystal Brown Nwaneri, it is hereby, 


ORDERED, ADJUDGED, AND DECREED that Defendant Crystal Brown Nwaneri is in 


default herein; it is further 


 ORDERED, ADJUDGED, AND DECREED that the Clerk enter default upon the record 


pursuant to Rule 55(a), SCRCP for Defendant Crystal Brown Nwaneri. 


IT IS SO ORDERED 
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Charleston Common Pleas


Case Caption: Danielle C Brown VS Crystal Brown Nwaneri


Case Number: 2023CP1006212


Type: Order/Entry of Default


So Ordered


s/Jennifer B. McCoy #2764


Electronically signed on 2024-09-17 09:26:14     page 2 of 2
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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA 
 
COUNTY OF CHARLESTON 
 
DANIELLE C. BROWN, 
 


Plaintiff,  
 
v.  
 
CRYSTAL BROWN NWANERI, 
 


Defendant.  
 


IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS 
FOR THE NINTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 


 
C/A No.: 2023-CP-10-06212 


 
 
 


 
MOTION AND ORDER FOR  
SERVICE BY PUBLICATION 


  
 


YOU WILL PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that Plaintiff, Danielle C. Brown (hereinafter 


referred to as the “Plaintiff”), by and through her undersigned counsel for purpose effectuating 


service upon the above-captioned Defendant (hereinafter referred to as “Defendant”) move before 


this Honorable Court, for an Order authorizing service by publication of the above referenced 


matter, on the basis that the Defendant still has not been personally served.  The Plaintiff has not 


been able to effectuate service pursuant to ordinary means:  personal service or substituted service, 


and upon information and belief, the Defendant is aware of this matter, has made no attempt to 


provide her whereabouts to any other parties and is actively endeavoring to evade service.   


FACTS 


1. On or about December 21, 2023, Plaintiff initiated the subject partition action by filing a 


Summons and Complaint in this Court.  


2. Plaintiff obtained Defendant’s address from prior knowledge, current legal proceedings, 


and other public records. 


3. Plaintiff hired ABC Legal, a company engaged in the business of performing skip-traces 


and serving legal documents, to serve the Summons and Complaint on Defendant. 
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4. ABC Legal attempted service on Defendant on January 10, 2024, January 12, 2024, 


January 14, 2024, and January 16, 2024. However, these attempts were unsuccessful. 


5. ABC Legal returned a signed proof of non-service document which has been filed with this 


Court. 


6. In an attempt to further investigate the location of Defendant, ABC Legal ran a skip trace 


on Defendant, which confirmed Defendant resides at the location where ABC Legal had 


attempted service of process on Defendant. 


7. Further, ABC Legal or its representatives have spoke with the neighboring property 


owner(s) and confirmed Defendant lives at the location where ABC Legal had attempted 


service of process on Defendant.  


8. ABC Legal again attempted to serve Defendant following the skip trace on March 4, 2024, 


March 10, 2024, March 13, 2024, and March 17, 2024. 


9. On March 17, 2024, Timothy Allen, a representative of ABC Legal, spoke with an 


unknown individual who identified themselves as the resident of the location; however, the 


person refused to open the door. 


10. ABC Legal returned a second signed proof of non-service document which has been filed 


with this Court.  


11. To date the Defendant has not attempted to contact Plaintiff’s attorney or process server.   


APPLICABLE LAW 


S.C. Code Ann. § 15-9-710 authorizes service of the summons be made by publication 


when, after due diligence, the person to be served cannot be found within the State and that fact 


appears by affidavit to the satisfaction of the court…and it in like manner appears that the cause 


of action exists against the defendant in respect to whom the service is to be made or that he is a 
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proper party to an action relating to real property in this state…when the subject of the action is 


real or personal property in this State and the defendant has or claims a lien or interest, actual or 


contingent, therein or the relief demanded consists wholly or partly in excluding the defendant 


from any interest or lien therein.   


CONCLUSION OF LAW 


 Based on this Motion and the affidavits of non-service filed with this Court, which are 


incorporated herein by reference, I find that the Plaintiff is entitled to effectuate service by 


publication regarding Defendant.   


 WHEREFORE, Plaintiff moves this Court for an order of service by publication.   


 IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED, that Plaintiff is granted leave to effectuate service by 


publication pursuant to S.C. Code § 15-9-740 in the Post & Courier, a newspaper of common 


circulation in Charleston County.  


 


   , 2024.           
      Presiding Judge for Charleston County  
        


 
 
 
I SO MOVE:   


 
s/Logan S. Davis     
Logan S. Davis, Esq. 
Graves & Davis, LLC 
125 Wappoo Creek Dr. 
Bldg. E, Suite 102 
Charleston, SC 29412 
Phone: 843-805-4649 
Facsimile: 843-620-1047 
Ldavis@gravesdavis.com 
Attorney for the Plaintiffs 


 


Date: April 16, 2024 
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Charleston Common Pleas


Case Caption: Danielle C Brown VS Crystal Brown Nwaneri


Case Number: 2023CP1006212


Type: Order/Publication


So Ordered


s/Julie J. Armstrong, Charleston County Clerk of
Court, by BLC


Electronically signed on 2024-04-18 12:46:55     page 4 of 4
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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA


COUNTY OF CHARLESTON


DANIELLE C. BROWN,


Plaintiff, 


v. 


CRYSTAL BROWN NWANERI,


Defendant. 


IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS
FOR THE NINTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT


C/A No.: _______________________


SUMMONS
(Non-Jury, Partition)


TO THE DEFENDANT ABOVE NAMED:


YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED and required to answer the Complaint in this action, 


a copy of which is hereby served upon you, and to serve a copy of your Answer to said Complaint 


upon Plaintiff or its counsel, S. Tyler Graves and Logan S. Davis, at 125 Wappoo Creek Drive, 


Building E, Suite 102, Charleston, South Carolina 29412, within thirty (30) days after service 


hereof, exclusive of the day of such service, and if you fail to Answer the Complaint within the 


time aforesaid, Plaintiff will apply to the Court for the relief demanded in the Complaint.


Respectfully submitted,


GRAVES & DAVIS, LLC


s/ Logan S. Davis
Logan S. Davis, Esq. (S.C. Bar # 104429)
S. Tyler Graves, Esq. (S.C. Bar # 103173)
125E Wappoo Creek Dr., Ste. 102
Charleston, South Carolina 29412
P: 843-805-4649 / F: 843-620-1047
ldavis@gravesdavis.com
tgraves@gravesdavis.com
Attorneys for Plaintiff


December 21, 2023
Charleston, South Carolina
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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA


COUNTY OF CHARLESTON


DANIELLE C. BROWN,


Plaintiff, 


v. 


CRYSTAL BROWN NWANERI,


Defendant. 


IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS
FOR THE NINTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT


C/A No.: _______________________


COMPLAINT
(Non-Jury, Partition)


Plaintiff, Danielle C. Brown, by and through her undersigned counsel, alleges and states as 
follows:


PARTIES AND JURISDICTION


1. Plaintiff, Danielle C. Brown (“Plaintiff”), is a citizen and resident of Smyrna, 


Georgia.


2. Defendant, Crystal Brown Nwaneri (“Defendant”) is a citizen and resident of Piney 


Point, Maryland.


3. The real property that is the subject of this action, and which Plaintiff and 


Defendant own together as tenants in common, is located in Charleston County, South Carolina.


4. This Court has jurisdiction over both the subject matter and parties to this action.


5. Venue in Charleston County, South Carolina is proper.


FACTUAL ALLEGATIONS


6. The preceding paragraphs are repeated as if set forth verbatim herein.


7. The real property subject to this action is located at 8297 Delhi Road, North 


Charleston, SC  29406 (the “Property”).


8. The Property can more fully be described as 
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ALL that certain lot, piece or parcel of land, with the buildings and 
improvements thereon, situate, lying and being in Charleston County, 
South Carolina, known and designated as Lot 8, Block CC, on a plat of 
Northwood Estates Subdivision, made by Sigma Engineers, Inc., dated 
February 8, 1971, and recorded in the Office of the Register of Deeds for 
Charleston County in Plat Book AA, at page 36, the said plat being entitled 
“Plat of Northwood Estates, Section 3, North Charleston (unincorporated), 
Charleston County, South Carolina,” said lot having such size, shape and 
dimensions, more or less, as are shown on the said plat.


BEING the same property conveyed to Danielle C. Brown and Crystal 
Brown Nwaneri by deed of distribution from the Estate of George Lee 
Brown (Estate No. 2021ES1000886) dated May 7, 2022 and recorded on 
June 2, 2022 in the Office of the Register of Deeds for Charleston County 
in Book 1113, at page 766.


TMS No. 985-06-00-026


9. Plaintiff and Defendant are sisters, and the children of George Lee Brown.


10. George Lee Brown died intestate on April 9, 2018.


11. George Lee Brown owned the Property at the time of his death.


12. Plaintiff and Defendant were the sole heirs to the estate of George Lee Brown.


13. Plaintiff was appointed personal representative of the estate of George Lee Brown 


on September 30, 2021.


14. Plaintiff, in her capacity as personal representative, executed a deed of distribution 


to Plaintiff and Defendant on May 7, 2022. The deed of distribution was recorded on June 2, 2022 


in the Office of the Register of Deeds for Charleston County in Book 1113, at page 766.


15. Accordingly, Plaintiff and Defendant each own an undivided fifty percent (50%) 


interest in the Property.


16. Upon information and belief, there is no mortgage encumbering the Property.


17. Plaintiff wishes to sell the Property.


18. Defendant refuses to sell the Property.
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FOR A FIRST CAUSE OF ACTION
(Partition Action)


19. The preceding paragraphs are repeated as if set forth verbatim herein.


20. Pursuant to S.C. Code Ann. §§15-61-10, et. seq., partition of the Property is 


compellable between the Plaintiff and Defendant as joint tenants, subject to all rights of first 


refusal, appraisal, and notice as directed by law.


21. The Property does not constitute heirs’ property and is not subject to the Clementa 


C. Pinckney Uniform Partition of Heirs’ Property Act.


22. Plaintiff is entitled to an order compelling partition of the Property by allotment or 


by sale as provided by law, with apportionment and division of the new sales proceeds between 


the Plaintiff and Defendant following an accounting by the parties of their respective interests, and 


affording unto each of them any required setoffs and reimbursements that are due and owing at 


law or in equity commensurate with the parties’ respective contributions and improvements 


towards the Property.


WHEREFORE, Plaintiff prays that this Honorable Court issue its Order:


A. Compelling partition of the Property by allotment or by sale as provided by law, 


apportioning and dividing the net sales proceeds between the Plaintiff and Defendant 


following an accounting by the parties of their respective interests and share, affording unto 


each of them any required setoffs and reimbursements that are due and owing at law or in 


equity as pled herein;


B. Awarding Plaintiff’s attorneys’ fees and costs as provided by law; and


C. All other such relief as may be just and proper.
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Respectfully submitted,


GRAVES & DAVIS, LLC


s/ Logan S. Davis
Logan S. Davis, Esq. (S.C. Bar # 104429)
S. Tyler Graves, Esq. (S.C. Bar # 103173)
125E Wappoo Creek Dr., Ste. 102
Charleston, South Carolina 29412
P: 843-805-4649 / F: 843-620-1047
ldavis@gravesdavis.com
tgraves@gravesdavis.com
Attorneys for Plaintiff


December 21, 2023
Charleston, South Carolina
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Certificate of Electronic Notification


Recipients
Stephen Graves  - Notification transmitted on 04-16-2024 10:24:58 AM.


Logan Davis  - Notification transmitted on 04-16-2024 10:24:58 AM.
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****** IMPORTANT NOTICE - READ THIS INFORMATION *****
NOTICE OF ELECTRONIC FILING [NEF]


A filing has been submitted to the court RE:  2023CP1006212


Official File Stamp: 04-16-2024 10:24:33 AM


Court: CIRCUIT COURT


Common Pleas


Charleston


Case Caption: Danielle C Brown VS Crystal Brown Nwaneri


Document(s) Submitted: Service/Affidavit of Non Service


Service/Affidavit of Non Service


Filed by or on behalf of: Logan Steele Davis


This notice was automatically generated by the Court's auto-notification system.


The following people were served electronically:


Stephen Tyler Graves for Danielle C Brown


Logan Steele Davis for Danielle C Brown


The following people have not been served electronically by the Court. Therefore, they must
be served by traditional means:


Crystal Brown Nwaneri
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Certificate of Electronic Notification


Recipients
Stephen Graves  - Notification transmitted on 04-16-2024 10:30:47 AM.


Logan Davis  - Notification transmitted on 04-16-2024 10:30:47 AM.
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****** IMPORTANT NOTICE - READ THIS INFORMATION *****
NOTICE OF ELECTRONIC FILING [NEF]


A filing has been submitted to the court RE:  2023CP1006212


Official File Stamp: 04-16-2024 10:29:13 AM


Court: CIRCUIT COURT


Common Pleas


Charleston


Case Caption: Danielle C Brown VS Crystal Brown Nwaneri


Event(s):


Order/Order Cover Sheet $25.00


Document(s) Submitted: Proposed Order/Publication


Filed by or on behalf of: Logan Steele Davis


This notice was automatically generated by the Court's auto-notification system.


The following people were served electronically:


Stephen Tyler Graves for Danielle C Brown


Logan Steele Davis for Danielle C Brown


The following people have not been served electronically by the Court. Therefore, they must
be served by traditional means:


Crystal Brown Nwaneri
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Certificate of Electronic Notification


Recipients
Stephen Graves  - Notification transmitted on 04-18-2024 12:47:11 PM.


Logan Davis  - Notification transmitted on 04-18-2024 12:47:11 PM.
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****** IMPORTANT NOTICE - READ THIS INFORMATION *****
NOTICE OF ELECTRONIC FILING [NEF]


A filing has been submitted to the court RE:  2023CP1006212


Official File Stamp: 04-18-2024 12:47:06 AM


Court: CIRCUIT COURT


Common Pleas


Charleston


Case Caption: Danielle C Brown VS Crystal Brown Nwaneri


Document(s) Submitted: Order/Publication Order/Publication


Filed by or on behalf of: Bonnie Campbell


This notice was automatically generated by the Court's auto-notification system.


The following people were served electronically:


Stephen Tyler Graves for Danielle C Brown


Logan Steele Davis for Danielle C Brown


The following people have not been served electronically by the Court. Therefore, they must
be served by traditional means:


Crystal Brown Nwaneri
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Certificate of Electronic Notification


Recipients
Stephen Graves  - Notification transmitted on 06-17-2024 05:12:57 PM.


Logan Davis  - Notification transmitted on 06-17-2024 05:12:57 PM.
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****** IMPORTANT NOTICE - READ THIS INFORMATION *****
NOTICE OF ELECTRONIC FILING [NEF]


A filing has been submitted to the court RE:  2023CP1006212


Official File Stamp: 06-17-2024 05:12:43 PM


Court: CIRCUIT COURT


Common Pleas


Charleston


Case Caption: Danielle C Brown VS Crystal Brown Nwaneri


Document(s) Submitted: Affidavit/Publication


Filed by or on behalf of: Logan Steele Davis


This notice was automatically generated by the Court's auto-notification system.


The following people were served electronically:


Stephen Tyler Graves for Danielle C Brown


Logan Steele Davis for Danielle C Brown


The following people have not been served electronically by the Court. Therefore, they must
be served by traditional means:


Crystal Brown Nwaneri
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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA


COUNTY OF CHARLESTON


DANIELLE C. BROWN,


Plaintiff, 


v. 


CRYSTAL BROWN NWANERI,


Defendant. 


IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS
FOR THE NINTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT


C/A No.: 2023-CP-10-06212


NOTICE OF MOTION AND 
MOTION FOR ENTRY OF DEFAULT 


AGAINST DEFENDANT 
CRYSTAL BROWN NWANERI


The Plaintiff, by and through her undersigned counsel, hereby requests the Honorable 


Clerk of Court for an Entry of Default against Defendant Crystal Brown Nwaneri, pursuant to Rule 


55(a) of the South Carolina Rules of Civil Procedure.  


The basis of this Motion is that the Defendant Crystal Brown Nwaneri was served with the 


Lis Pendens, Summons and Complaint on June 5, 2024 and has failed to file an Answer or other 


responsive pleading.


Respectfully submitted,


GRAVES & DAVIS, LLC


s/Logan S. Davis
Logan S. Davis, Esq. (S.C. Bar # 104429)
S. Tyler Graves, Esq. (S.C. Bar # 103173)
Graves & Davis, LLC
125E Wappoo Creek Dr., Ste. 102
Charleston, South Carolina 29412
P: 843-805-4649 / F: 843-620-1047
ldavis@gravesdavis.com
tgraves@gravesdavis.com
Attorneys for Plaintiff


September 16, 2024
Charleston, South Carolina
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Certificate of Electronic Notification


Recipients
Stephen Graves  - Notification transmitted on 09-16-2024 03:07:28 PM.


Logan Davis  - Notification transmitted on 09-16-2024 03:07:28 PM.
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The Notice below is AMENDED
Not all documents within the filing were approved.


Document(s) Filed: Affidavit/Default


Affidavit/Non Military Service


Motion/Entry of Default


Proposed Order/Entry of Default


****** IMPORTANT NOTICE - READ THIS INFORMATION *****
NOTICE OF ELECTRONIC FILING [NEF]


A filing has been submitted to the court RE:  2023CP1006212


Official File Stamp: 09-16-2024 03:06:50 PM


Court: CIRCUIT COURT


Common Pleas


Charleston


Case Caption: Danielle C Brown VS Crystal Brown Nwaneri


Event(s):


Order/Order Cover Sheet $25.00


Document(s) Submitted: Affidavit/Default


Affidavit/Non Military Service


Motion/Entry of Default


Proposed Order/Entry of Default


Filed by or on behalf of: Logan Steele Davis


This notice was automatically generated by the Court's auto-notification system.


The following people were served electronically:


Stephen Tyler Graves for Danielle C Brown


Logan Steele Davis for Danielle C Brown
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The following people have not been served electronically by the Court. Therefore, they must
be served by traditional means:


Crystal Brown Nwaneri
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Certificate of Electronic Notification


Recipients
Stephen Graves  - Notification transmitted on 09-17-2024 11:54:23 AM.


Logan Davis  - Notification transmitted on 09-17-2024 11:54:23 AM.
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****** IMPORTANT NOTICE - READ THIS INFORMATION *****
NOTICE OF ELECTRONIC FILING [NEF]


A filing has been submitted to the court RE:  2023CP1006212


Official File Stamp: 09-17-2024 11:54:17 AM


Court: CIRCUIT COURT


Common Pleas


Charleston


Case Caption: Danielle C Brown VS Crystal Brown Nwaneri


Document(s) Submitted: Order/Entry of Default as to Defendant
Order/Entry of Default


Filed by or on behalf of: Jennifer B. Mccoy


This notice was automatically generated by the Court's auto-notification system.


The following people were served electronically:


Stephen Tyler Graves for Danielle C Brown


Logan Steele Davis for Danielle C Brown


The following people have not been served electronically by the Court. Therefore, they must
be served by traditional means:


Crystal Brown Nwaneri
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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA


COUNTY OF CHARLESTON


DANIELLE C. BROWN,


Plaintiff, 


v. 


CRYSTAL BROWN NWANERI,


Defendant. 


IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS
FOR THE NINTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT


C/A No.: 2023-CP-10-06212


MOTION FOR REFERENCE TO THE 
MASTER-IN-EQUITY


Plaintiff commenced this action in equity to partition by sale certain real property located 


in Charleston County, South Carolina. Plaintiff hereby moves this Court to issue an Order of 


Reference, pursuant to Rule 53(b), SCRCP, referring this equitable proceeding to the Honorable 


Mikell R. Scarborough, Master-in-Equity for Charleston County, for the purpose of receiving 


evidence and with all appeals to be made directly to the South Carolina Court of Appeals. 


Respectfully submitted,


GRAVES & DAVIS, LLC


s/Logan S. Davis
Logan S. Davis, Esq. (S.C. Bar # 104429)
S. Tyler Graves, Esq. (S.C. Bar # 103173)
Graves & Davis, LLC
125E Wappoo Creek Dr., Ste. 102
Charleston, South Carolina 29412
P: 843-805-4649 / F: 843-620-1047
ldavis@gravesdavis.com
tgraves@gravesdavis.com
Attorneys for Plaintiff


September 17, 2024
Charleston, South Carolina
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Certificate of Electronic Notification


Recipients
Stephen Graves  - Notification transmitted on 09-17-2024 01:27:15 PM.


Logan Davis  - Notification transmitted on 09-17-2024 01:27:15 PM.
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The Notice below is AMENDED
Not all documents within the filing were approved.


Document(s) Filed: Motion/Refer to Master or Special Referee


Proposed Order/Referred to Master or Special
Referee


****** IMPORTANT NOTICE - READ THIS INFORMATION *****
NOTICE OF ELECTRONIC FILING [NEF]


A filing has been submitted to the court RE:  2023CP1006212


Official File Stamp: 09-17-2024 01:24:43 PM


Court: CIRCUIT COURT


Common Pleas


Charleston


Case Caption: Danielle C Brown VS Crystal Brown Nwaneri


Event(s):


Order/Order Cover Sheet $25.00


Document(s) Submitted: Motion/Refer to Master or Special Referee


Proposed Order/Referred to Master or Special
Referee


Filed by or on behalf of: Logan Steele Davis


This notice was automatically generated by the Court's auto-notification system.


The following people were served electronically:


Stephen Tyler Graves for Danielle C Brown


Logan Steele Davis for Danielle C Brown


The following people have not been served electronically by the Court. Therefore, they must
be served by traditional means:


Crystal Brown Nwaneri
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Certificate of Electronic Notification


Recipients
Stephen Graves  - Notification transmitted on 09-19-2024 11:25:31 AM.


Logan Davis  - Notification transmitted on 09-19-2024 11:25:30 AM.
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****** IMPORTANT NOTICE - READ THIS INFORMATION *****
NOTICE OF ELECTRONIC FILING [NEF]


A filing has been submitted to the court RE:  2023CP1006212


Official File Stamp: 09-19-2024 11:25:24 AM


Court: CIRCUIT COURT


Common Pleas


Charleston


Case Caption: Danielle C Brown VS Crystal Brown Nwaneri


Document(s) Submitted: Order/Referred to Master or Special Referee
Order/Referred to Master or Special Referee


Filed by or on behalf of: Bonnie Campbell


This notice was automatically generated by the Court's auto-notification system.


The following people were served electronically:


Stephen Tyler Graves for Danielle C Brown


Logan Steele Davis for Danielle C Brown


The following people have not been served electronically by the Court. Therefore, they must
be served by traditional means:


Crystal Brown Nwaneri
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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA


COUNTY OF CHARLESTON


DANIELLE C. BROWN,


Plaintiff, 


v. 


CRYSTAL BROWN NWANERI,


Defendant. 


IN THE MASTER-IN-EQUITY COURT
FOR THE NINTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT


C/A No.: 2023-CP-10-06212


MEMORANDUM IN SUPPORT 
OF PARTITION BY SALE


The Plaintiff, by and through her undersigned counsel, hereby submits for the Court’s 


consideration her Memorandum in Support of Partition by Sale, in advance of the subject Partition 


Hearing scheduled in this matter for January 29, 2025 at 3:00 P.M.


INTRODUCTION


This matter comes before the Court on Plaintiff's action for partition by sale of that certain 


residential real property located at 8297 Delhi Road, North Charleston, SC 29406 (the "Property"). 


The Property is currently owned as tenants in common between Plaintiff Danielle C. Brown and 


Defendant Crystal Brown Nwaneri, with each holding an undivided fifty percent (50%) interest.


STATEMENT OF FACTS


1. The subject Property was originally owned by George Lee Brown, who died intestate on 


April 9, 2018.


2. Upon his death, the Property passed to his two children, Plaintiff and Defendant, as his 


sole heirs at law. 
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3. Plaintiff was appointed personal representative of her father's estate (Estate No. 


2021ES1000886) on September 30, 2021.


4. On May 7, 2022, Plaintiff, in her capacity as personal representative, executed a deed of 


distribution conveying the Property to herself and Defendant. This deed was recorded on June 2, 


2022, in Book 1113, at page 766 of the Charleston County Register of Deeds. A copy of the deed 


of distribution is attached hereto as Exhibit A.


5. Plaintiff has expressed her desire to sell the Property, but Defendant refuses to cooperate 


with such sale.


6. The Property is not encumbered by any mortgage.


7. Defendant was properly served but has failed to answer or otherwise appear in this 


action.


8. The Court has entered default against Defendant pursuant to Rule 55(a), SCRCP on 


September 17, 2024. See Exhibit B.


SERVICE AND NOTICE TO DEFENDANT


The record demonstrates diligent efforts to serve and notify Defendant of these proceedings:


9. After initial attempts at personal service were unsuccessful, Plaintiff proceeded with 


service by publication in The Post and Courier newspaper.


10. Publication was properly made on May 22, May 29, and June 5, 2024, as evidenced by 


the Affidavit of Publication sworn to on June 5, 2024. See Exhibit C.


11. Additionally, notices of hearing were sent to Defendant's last known address at 17293 


Oakwood Lodge Lane, Piney Point, MD 20674. See Exhibit D.


12. One notice was successfully delivered on January 21, 2025 (FedEx tracking 


#771449779691). See Exhibit E.
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13. A second notice requiring signature was attempted multiple times but Defendant 


refused delivery (FedEx tracking #771449731962, with delivery attempts on January 16, 17, and 


21, 2025). See Exhibit F.


14. These multiple methods of service and notice demonstrate Plaintiff's thorough efforts 


to inform Defendant of these proceedings, satisfying both legal requirements and principles of due 


process.


ARGUMENT


I. PARTITION IS APPROPRIATE AS A MATTER OF LAW


Under South Carolina law, partition is available as a matter of right to any co-tenant. S.C. 


Code Ann. § 15-61-10. Upon information and belief, the Property is not subject to the Clementa 


C. Pinckney Uniform Partition of Heirs' Property Act. Further, Defendant has been provided the 


appropriate notice required for the Court to proceed with ordering a partition by sale.


II. REIMBURSEMENT SHOULD BE AWARDED TO PLAINTIFF


When one cotenant pays more than their proportionate share of expenses necessary to 


preserve the property, they are entitled to contribution from their cotenant. See Shumaker v. 


Shumaker, 234 S.C. 421, 108 S.E.2d 682 (1959). Here, Plaintiff has solely maintained the 


Property's grounds by paying Phase II Enterprises (aka Phase II Lawn Care) for regular 


landscaping services from 2019 to present. See Exhibit G. These necessary maintenance expenses 


total $6,300.00, of which Defendant's proportionate 50% share is $3,150.00. 


Additionally, South Carolina law explicitly provides for the award of attorney's fees and 


costs in partition actions. Pursuant to S.C. Code Ann. § 15-61-110, "The court of common pleas 


may fix attorneys' fees in all partition proceedings and, as may be equitable, assess such fees 


against any or all of the parties in interest." Given Defendant's default and refusal to cooperate in 
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the sale of the Property, requiring this action, it is equitable that Defendant bear the costs and 


attorney's fees incurred in bringing this partition action. Plaintiff submits an Affidavit of 


Attorney’s Fees as Exhibit H.


CONCLUSION


Based on the foregoing, Plaintiff respectfully requests that this Court:


1. Order partition by sale of the Property;


2. Order reimbursement to Plaintiff in the amount of $3,150.00 from Defendant's share of 


the sale proceeds for landscaping expenses;


3. Order Defendant to pay all attorney's fees and costs pursuant to S.C. Code Ann. § 15-


61-110; and


4. Grant such other relief as the Court deems just and proper.


Respectfully submitted,


GRAVES & DAVIS, LLC


s/ Logan S. Davis
Logan S. Davis, Esq. (S.C. Bar # 104429)
S. Tyler Graves, Esq. (S.C. Bar # 103173)
1730 Central Park Road
Charleston, South Carolina 29412
P: 843-805-4649 / F: 843-620-1047
ldavis@gravesdavis.com
tgraves@gravesdavis.com
Attorneys for Plaintiff


January 27, 2025
Charleston, South Carolina
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EXHIBIT A
Deed of Distribution
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EXHIBIT B
Order for Entry 


of Default
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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA 
 
COUNTY OF CHARLESTON 
 
DANIELLE C. BROWN, 
 


Plaintiff,  
 
v.  
 
CRYSTAL BROWN NWANERI, 
 


Defendant.  
 


IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS 
FOR THE NINTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 


 
C/A No.: 2023-CP-10-06212 


 
 
 
 
 


ORDER FOR ENTRY OF DEFAULT 


  
 


UPON reading and consideration of the Motion for Entry of Default, the Affidavit of 


Default, the Affidavit of Service of Defendant Crystal Brown Nwaneri, it is hereby, 


ORDERED, ADJUDGED, AND DECREED that Defendant Crystal Brown Nwaneri is in 


default herein; it is further 


 ORDERED, ADJUDGED, AND DECREED that the Clerk enter default upon the record 


pursuant to Rule 55(a), SCRCP for Defendant Crystal Brown Nwaneri. 


IT IS SO ORDERED 


       
 
 


[ELECTRONIC SIGNATURE PAGE TO FOLLOW] 
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Charleston Common Pleas


Case Caption: Danielle C Brown VS Crystal Brown Nwaneri


Case Number: 2023CP1006212


Type: Order/Entry of Default


So Ordered


s/Jennifer B. McCoy #2764


Electronically signed on 2024-09-17 09:26:14     page 2 of 2
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EXHIBIT C
Affidavit of Publication
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EXHIBIT D
Notice of Hearing FedEx tracking #771449779691
Notice of Hearing FedEx tracking #771449731962
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EXHIBIT E
Successful FedEx Delivery – Signature Not Required
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Recipient: Shipper:
Crystal Brown Nwaneri,
17293 Oakwood Lodge Lane
PINEY POINT, MD, US, 20674


Graves Davis LLC,
1730 Central Park Road
Charleston, SC, US, 29412


The following is the proof-of-delivery for tracking number: 771449779691


Thank you for choosing FedEx


Status:


Signed for by:


Service type:


Special Handling:


Delivered To:


Delivery Location:


Delivery date:


Delivery Information:


Shipping Information:


Tracking number: Ship Date:


Weight:


Deliver Weekday;
Residential Delivery


Proof-of-delivery details appear below; however, no signature is available for this FedEx Express shipment 


because a signature was not required.


Residence


FedEx Priority Overnight


Signature not required


771449779691


Jan 16, 2025 14:24


0.5 LB/0.23 KG


Delivered


January 21, 2025


Dear Customer,


17293 OAKWOOD LODGE LN


Jan 15, 2025


PINEY POINT, MD, 20674
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EXHIBIT )
Unsuccessful FedEx Delivery – Signature Required
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Learn about the impacts of winter weather on FedEx services.


SCHEDULED DELIVERY DATE


Before 5:00 PM


Your package is at our facility. We'll let you know when it moves again.


DELIVERY STATUS


We tried to deliver


Today


+


admin@gravesdavis.com


ADD YOUR EMAIL TO STAY UPDATED ON THIS SHIPMENT


GET UPDATES


MORE OPTIONS


TRACKING ID


771449731962


FROM


Graves Davis LLC
1730 Central Park Road
Charleston, SC US 29412
8438054649


Label Created


 


FedEx  Tracking®
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Manage delivery


Hold at location


Return to shipper


 


Want to know when your package will arrive?
Take more control of your delivery with FedEx Delivery Manager .


SIGN UP FOR FREE


  
Shipment facts


Shipment overview


View travel history


1/15/25 10:07 AM


WE HAVE YOUR PACKAGE


NORTH CHARLESTON, SC
1/15/25 5:42 PM


WE TRIED TO DELIVER


WALDORF, MD
1/21/25 9:36 AM


OUT FOR DELIVERY


WALDORF, MD
1/17/25 8:58 AM


TO


Crystal Brown Nwaneri
17293 Oakwood Lodge Lane
PINEY POINT, MD US 20674
8438054649


Scheduled Delivery Date


Today
Before 5:00 PM


 


 


 


 


®


TRACKING NUMBER 771449731962


DOOR TAG NUMBER DT107044594232, DT107106334781
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Services


Package details


Back to to


Travel history
SORT BY DATE/TIME


Ascending


SHIP DATE 1/15/25


STANDARD TRANSIT 1/16/25 before 5:00 PM


SCHEDULED DELIVERY DATE 1/21/25 before 5:00 PM


SERVICE FedEx Priority Overnight


DELIVERY ATTEMPTS 2


TERMS Shipper


SPECIAL HANDLING SECTION Deliver Weekday, Residential Delivery, Direct Signature Required


SIGNATURE SERVICES Direct signature required


WEIGHT 0.5 lbs / 0.23 kgs


TOTAL PIECES 1


TOTAL SHIPMENT WEIGHT 0.5 lbs / 0.23 kgs


PACKAGING FedEx Envelope


Time zone


Local Scan Time
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Wednesday, 1/15/25


10:07 AM


Shipment information sent to FedEx


5:42 PM


Picked up


NORTH CHARLESTON, SC


5:45 PM


Shipment arriving On-Time


NORTH CHARLESTON, SC


7:53 PM


Left FedEx origin facility


NORTH CHARLESTON, SC


10:57 PM


Arrived at FedEx hub


MEMPHIS, TN


Thursday, 1/16/25


2:47 AM


Departed FedEx hub


MEMPHIS, TN


5:21 AM


At destination sort facility


DULLES, VA


7:38 AM


At local FedEx facility


WALDORF, MD


8:11 AM


On FedEx vehicle for delivery


WALDORF, MD


2:25 PM


Delivery exception


Customer not available or business closed


WALDORF, MD


2:26 PM


Delivery updated


WALDORF, MD


6:35 PM


At local FedEx facility


WALDORF, MD
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OUR COMPANY


About FedEx


Our Portfolio


Investor Relations


Careers


FedEx Blog


Back to to
Select a tab*


All (25)


Friday, 1/17/25


7:32 AM


At local FedEx facility


WALDORF, MD


8:58 AM


On FedEx vehicle for delivery


WALDORF, MD


12:57 PM


Delivery exception


Customer not available or business closed


WALDORF, MD


12:59 PM


Delivery updated


WALDORF, MD


6:42 PM


At local FedEx facility


WALDORF, MD


Saturday, 1/18/25


9:32 AM


At local FedEx facility


WALDORF, MD


Monday, 1/20/25


9:12 AM


At local FedEx facility


WALDORF, MD


9:17 AM


Delivery updated


WALDORF, MD


Tuesday, 1/21/25


9:36 AM


At local FedEx facility


WALDORF, MD
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Corporate Responsibility


Newsroom


Contact Us


MORE FROM FEDEX


FedEx Compatible


FedEx Developer Portal


FedEx Logistics


ShopRunner


LANGUAGE


United States


FOLLOW FEDEX


© FedEx 1995-2024
Site Map Terms of Use Privacy & Security Ad Choices| | |
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EXHIBIT G
Phase II Lawn Care Receipts
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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA 
 
COUNTY OF CHARLESTON 
 
DANIELLE C. BROWN, 


 


Plaintiff,  


 


v.  


 


CRYSTAL BROWN NWANERI, 


 


Defendant.  
 


IN THE MASTER-IN-EQUITY COURT 
FOR THE NINTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 


 
C/A No.: 2023-CP-10-06212 


 
 
 
 
 


AMENDED MEMORANDUM 
IN SUPPORT OF 


PARTITION BY SALE 


  
 


The Plaintiff, by and through her undersigned counsel, hereby submits for the Court’s 


consideration her Memorandum in Support of Partition by Sale, in advance of the subject Partition 


Hearing scheduled in this matter for August 25, 2025, at 2:00 P.M. 


INTRODUCTION 


This matter comes before the Court on Plaintiff's action for partition by sale of that certain 


residential real property located at 8297 Delhi Road, North Charleston, SC 29406 (the “Property”). 


The Property is currently owned as tenants in common between Plaintiff Danielle C. Brown and 


Defendant Crystal Brown Nwaneri, with each holding an undivided fifty percent (50%) interest. 


STATEMENT OF FACTS 


1. The subject Property was originally owned by George Lee Brown, who died intestate on 


April 9, 2018. 


2. Upon his death, the Property passed to his two children, Plaintiff and Defendant, as his 


sole heirs at law.  
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3. Plaintiff was appointed personal representative of her father's estate (Estate No. 


2021ES1000886) on September 30, 2021. 


4. On May 7, 2022, Plaintiff, in her capacity as personal representative, executed a deed of 


distribution conveying the Property to herself and Defendant. This deed was recorded on June 2, 


2022, in Book 1113, at page 766 of the Charleston County Register of Deeds. A copy of the deed 


of distribution is attached hereto as Exhibit A. 


5. Plaintiff has expressed her desire to sell the Property, but Defendant refuses to cooperate 


with such sale. 


6. The Property is not encumbered by any mortgage. 


7. Defendant was properly served but has failed to answer or otherwise appear in this 


action. 


8. The Court has entered default against Defendant pursuant to Rule 55(a), SCRCP on 


September 17, 2024. See Exhibit B. 


SERVICE AND NOTICE TO DEFENDANT 


The record demonstrates diligent efforts to serve and notify Defendant of these proceedings: 


9. After initial attempts at personal service were unsuccessful, Plaintiff proceeded with 


service by publication in The Post and Courier newspaper. 


10. Publication was properly made on May 22, May 29, and June 5, 2024, as evidenced by 


the Affidavit of Publication sworn to on June 5, 2024. See Exhibit C. 


11. A hearing was originally scheduled for January 29, 2025, at 3:00 PM, and notices of 


said hearing were sent to Defendant's last known address at 17293 Oakwood Lodge Lane, Piney 


Point, MD 20674. See Exhibit D. 
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12. One notice was successfully delivered on January 21, 2025 (FedEx tracking 


#771449779691). See Exhibit E. 


13. A second notice requiring signature was attempted multiple times but Defendant 


refused delivery (FedEx tracking #771449731962, with delivery attempts on January 16, 17, and 


21, 2025). See Exhibit F. 


14. Following receipt of these notices and prior to the January 29, 2025 hearing, the parties 


agreed to continue said hearing on the condition that Defendant would agree to mediate the dispute. 


Based on that discussion, the parties submitted a Consent Motion and Order for Continuance, 


which was reviewed and approved by the Court. 


15. However, since that time, Defendant has been uncooperative in scheduling mediation. 


16. This matter is now set for hearing on August 25, 2025 at 2:00 PM, and Plaintiff has 


provided timely and proper notice of this rescheduled hearing through multiple methods to ensure 


Defendant received notice. 


17. Notices of the August 25, 2025 hearing were sent to Defendant's last known address at 


17293 Oakwood Lodge Lane, Piney Point, MD 20674 via two separate FedEx deliveries: See 


Exhibit G. 


18. One notice was successfully delivered on August 15, 2025 (FedEx tracking 


#883502622602). See Exhibit H. 


19. A second notice requiring signature was delivered and signed for on August 15, 2025 


(FedEx tracking #883502697920). See Exhibit I. 


20. Additionally, copies of the hearing notices were provided via email to Defendant at the 


email address Defendant previously used for communications in this matter. See Exhibit J. 
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21. Further, Plaintiff's counsel also copied Defendant on an email to the Court confirming 


the hearing would proceed as scheduled on August 25, 2025. 


22. These multiple methods of service and notice for both the original and rescheduled 


hearings demonstrate Plaintiff's thorough efforts to inform Defendant of these proceedings, 


satisfying both legal requirements and principles of due process. 


ARGUMENT 


I. PARTITION IS APPROPRIATE AS A MATTER OF LAW 


Under South Carolina law, partition is available as a matter of right to any co-tenant. S.C. 


Code Ann. § 15-61-10. Upon information and belief, the Property is not subject to the Clementa 


C. Pinckney Uniform Partition of Heirs' Property Act. Further, Defendant has been provided the 


appropriate notice required for the Court to proceed with ordering a partition by sale. 


II. REIMBURSEMENT SHOULD BE AWARDED TO PLAINTIFF 


When one cotenant pays more than their proportionate share of expenses necessary to 


preserve the property, they are entitled to contribution from their cotenant. See Shumaker v. 


Shumaker, 234 S.C. 421, 108 S.E.2d 682 (1959). Here, Plaintiff has solely maintained the 


Property's grounds by paying Phase II Enterprises (aka Phase II Lawn Care) for regular 


landscaping services from 2019 to present. See Exhibit K. These necessary maintenance expenses 


total $6,300.00, of which Defendant's proportionate 50% share is $3,150.00.  


Additionally, South Carolina law explicitly provides for the award of attorney's fees and 


costs in partition actions. Pursuant to S.C. Code Ann. § 15-61-110, “The court of common pleas 


may fix attorneys' fees in all partition proceedings and, as may be equitable, assess such fees 


against any or all of the parties in interest.” Given Defendant's default and refusal to cooperate in 


the sale of the Property, requiring this action, it is equitable that Defendant bear the costs and 
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attorney's fees incurred in bringing this partition action. Plaintiff submits an Affidavit of 


Attorney’s Fees as Exhibit L. 


CONCLUSION 


Based on the foregoing, Plaintiff respectfully requests that this Court: 


1. Order partition by sale of the Property; 


2. Order reimbursement to Plaintiff in the amount of $3,150.00 from Defendant's share of 


the sale proceeds for landscaping expenses; 


3. Order Defendant to pay all attorney's fees and costs pursuant to S.C. Code Ann. § 15-


61-110; and 


4. Grant such other relief as the Court deems just and proper. 


 


Respectfully submitted, 
 


GRAVES & DAVIS, LLC 
 
       s/ Logan S. Davis     
       Logan S. Davis, Esq. (S.C. Bar # 104429) 
       S. Tyler Graves, Esq. (S.C. Bar # 103173) 
       1730 Central Park Road 
       Charleston, South Carolina 29412 
       P: 843-805-4649 / F: 843-620-1047 
       ldavis@gravesdavis.com 
       tgraves@gravesdavis.com 
       Attorneys for Plaintiff 
August 21, 2025 
Charleston, South Carolina 
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EXHIBIT A 
Deed of Distribution 
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EXHIBIT B 
Order for Entry of Default 
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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA 
 
COUNTY OF CHARLESTON 
 
DANIELLE C. BROWN, 
 


Plaintiff,  
 
v.  
 
CRYSTAL BROWN NWANERI, 
 


Defendant.  
 


IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS 
FOR THE NINTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 


 
C/A No.: 2023-CP-10-06212 


 
 
 
 
 


ORDER FOR ENTRY OF DEFAULT 


  
 


UPON reading and consideration of the Motion for Entry of Default, the Affidavit of 


Default, the Affidavit of Service of Defendant Crystal Brown Nwaneri, it is hereby, 


ORDERED, ADJUDGED, AND DECREED that Defendant Crystal Brown Nwaneri is in 


default herein; it is further 


 ORDERED, ADJUDGED, AND DECREED that the Clerk enter default upon the record 


pursuant to Rule 55(a), SCRCP for Defendant Crystal Brown Nwaneri. 


IT IS SO ORDERED 


       
 
 


[ELECTRONIC SIGNATURE PAGE TO FOLLOW] 
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Charleston Common Pleas


Case Caption: Danielle C Brown VS Crystal Brown Nwaneri


Case Number: 2023CP1006212


Type: Order/Entry of Default


So Ordered


s/Jennifer B. McCoy #2764


Electronically signed on 2024-09-17 09:26:14     page 2 of 2
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EXHIBIT C
Affidavit of Publication
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EXHIBIT D 
Notice of Original Hearing FedEx tracking #771449779691 
Notice of Original Hearing FedEx tracking #771449731962  
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EXHIBIT E 
Successful FedEx Delivery – Signature Not Required 


(Notice of Original Hearing) 
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Recipient: Shipper:
Crystal Brown Nwaneri,
17293 Oakwood Lodge Lane
PINEY POINT, MD, US, 20674


Graves Davis LLC,
1730 Central Park Road
Charleston, SC, US, 29412


The following is the proof-of-delivery for tracking number: 771449779691


Thank you for choosing FedEx


Status:


Signed for by:


Service type:


Special Handling:


Delivered To:


Delivery Location:


Delivery date:


Delivery Information:


Shipping Information:


Tracking number: Ship Date:


Weight:


Deliver Weekday;
Residential Delivery


Proof-of-delivery details appear below; however, no signature is available for this FedEx Express shipment 


because a signature was not required.


Residence


FedEx Priority Overnight


Signature not required


771449779691


Jan 16, 2025 14:24


0.5 LB/0.23 KG


Delivered


January 21, 2025


Dear Customer,


17293 OAKWOOD LODGE LN


Jan 15, 2025


PINEY POINT, MD, 20674
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EXHIBIT F 
Unsuccessful FedEx Delivery – Signature Required 


(Notice of Original Hearing) 
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Learn about the impacts of winter weather on FedEx services.


SCHEDULED DELIVERY DATE


Before 5:00 PM


Your package is at our facility. We'll let you know when it moves again.


DELIVERY STATUS


We tried to deliver


Today


+


admin@gravesdavis.com


ADD YOUR EMAIL TO STAY UPDATED ON THIS SHIPMENT


GET UPDATES


MORE OPTIONS


TRACKING ID


771449731962


FROM


Graves Davis LLC
1730 Central Park Road
Charleston, SC US 29412
8438054649


Label Created


 


FedEx  Tracking®
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Manage delivery


Hold at location


Return to shipper


 


Want to know when your package will arrive?
Take more control of your delivery with FedEx Delivery Manager .


SIGN UP FOR FREE


  
Shipment facts


Shipment overview


View travel history


1/15/25 10:07 AM


WE HAVE YOUR PACKAGE


NORTH CHARLESTON, SC
1/15/25 5:42 PM


WE TRIED TO DELIVER


WALDORF, MD
1/21/25 9:36 AM


OUT FOR DELIVERY


WALDORF, MD
1/17/25 8:58 AM


TO


Crystal Brown Nwaneri
17293 Oakwood Lodge Lane
PINEY POINT, MD US 20674
8438054649


Scheduled Delivery Date


Today
Before 5:00 PM


 


 


 


 


®


TRACKING NUMBER 771449731962


DOOR TAG NUMBER DT107044594232, DT107106334781


ELEC
TR


O
N


IC
ALLY FILED


 - 2025 Aug 21 2:46 PM
 - C


H
AR


LESTO
N


 - C
O


M
M


O
N


 PLEAS - C
ASE#2023C


P1006212


216







Services


Package details


Back to to


Travel history
SORT BY DATE/TIME


Ascending


SHIP DATE 1/15/25


STANDARD TRANSIT 1/16/25 before 5:00 PM


SCHEDULED DELIVERY DATE 1/21/25 before 5:00 PM


SERVICE FedEx Priority Overnight


DELIVERY ATTEMPTS 2


TERMS Shipper


SPECIAL HANDLING SECTION Deliver Weekday, Residential Delivery, Direct Signature Required


SIGNATURE SERVICES Direct signature required


WEIGHT 0.5 lbs / 0.23 kgs


TOTAL PIECES 1


TOTAL SHIPMENT WEIGHT 0.5 lbs / 0.23 kgs


PACKAGING FedEx Envelope


Time zone


Local Scan Time
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Wednesday, 1/15/25


10:07 AM


Shipment information sent to FedEx


5:42 PM


Picked up


NORTH CHARLESTON, SC


5:45 PM


Shipment arriving On-Time


NORTH CHARLESTON, SC


7:53 PM


Left FedEx origin facility


NORTH CHARLESTON, SC


10:57 PM


Arrived at FedEx hub


MEMPHIS, TN


Thursday, 1/16/25


2:47 AM


Departed FedEx hub


MEMPHIS, TN


5:21 AM


At destination sort facility


DULLES, VA


7:38 AM


At local FedEx facility


WALDORF, MD


8:11 AM


On FedEx vehicle for delivery


WALDORF, MD


2:25 PM


Delivery exception


Customer not available or business closed


WALDORF, MD


2:26 PM


Delivery updated


WALDORF, MD


6:35 PM


At local FedEx facility


WALDORF, MD
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OUR COMPANY


About FedEx


Our Portfolio


Investor Relations


Careers


FedEx Blog


Back to to
Select a tab*


All (25)


Friday, 1/17/25


7:32 AM


At local FedEx facility


WALDORF, MD


8:58 AM


On FedEx vehicle for delivery


WALDORF, MD


12:57 PM


Delivery exception


Customer not available or business closed


WALDORF, MD


12:59 PM


Delivery updated


WALDORF, MD


6:42 PM


At local FedEx facility


WALDORF, MD


Saturday, 1/18/25


9:32 AM


At local FedEx facility


WALDORF, MD


Monday, 1/20/25


9:12 AM


At local FedEx facility


WALDORF, MD


9:17 AM


Delivery updated


WALDORF, MD


Tuesday, 1/21/25


9:36 AM


At local FedEx facility


WALDORF, MD
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Corporate Responsibility


Newsroom


Contact Us


MORE FROM FEDEX


FedEx Compatible


FedEx Developer Portal


FedEx Logistics


ShopRunner


LANGUAGE


United States


FOLLOW FEDEX


© FedEx 1995-2024
Site Map Terms of Use Privacy & Security Ad Choices| | |
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EXHIBIT G 
Notice of August 25, 2025 Hearing  


FedEx tracking #883502622602 
and  


Notice of August 25, 2025 Hearing  
FedEx tracking #883502697920  
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EXHIBIT H 
Successful FedEx Delivery – Signature Not Required 


(Notice of August 25, 2025 Hearing) 
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Recipient: Shipper:
Crystal Brown Nwaneri,
17293 Oakwood Lodge Lane
PINEY POINT, MD, US, 20674


Graves Davis LLC,
1730 Central Park Road
Charleston, SC, US, 29412


The following is the proof-of-delivery for tracking number: 883502622602


Thank you for choosing FedEx


Status:


Signed for by:


Service type:


Special Handling:


Delivered To:


Delivery Location:


Delivery date:


Delivery Information:


Shipping Information:


Tracking number: Ship Date:


Weight:


Deliver Weekday;
Residential Delivery


Proof-of-delivery details appear below; however, no signature is available for this FedEx Express shipment 


because a signature was not required.


Residence


FedEx 2Day


Signature not required


883502622602


Aug 15, 2025 16:44


0.5 LB/0.23 KG


Delivered


August 21, 2025


Dear Customer,


17293 OAKWOOD LODGE LN


Aug 13, 2025


PINEY POINT, MD, 20674
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EXHIBIT I 
Successful FedEx Delivery – Signature Required 


(Notice of August 25, 2025 Hearing) 
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Recipient: Shipper:
Crystal Brown Nwaneri,
17293 Oakwood Lodge Lane
PINEY POINT, MD, US, 20674


Graves Davis LLC,
1730 Central Park Road
Charleston, SC, US, 29412


The following is the proof-of-delivery for tracking number: 883502697920


Thank you for choosing FedEx


Status:


Signed for by:


Service type:


Special Handling:


Delivered To:


Delivery Location:


Delivery date:


Delivery Information:


Shipping Information:


Tracking number: Ship Date:


Weight:


Deliver Weekday;
Residential Delivery;
Adult Signature Required


Residence


FedEx 2Day


C.Brownnwarnei


883502697920


Aug 15, 2025 16:45


0.5 LB/0.23 KG


Delivered


August 21, 2025


Dear Customer,


17293 OAKWOOD LODGE LN


Aug 13, 2025


PINEY POINT, MD, 20674
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EXHIBIT J 
Additional Notice Provided by Email 
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1 of 1


Subject:Subject:Subject:Subject: Notice of Hearing on 8/25/2025
Date:Date:Date:Date: Tuesday, August 12, 2025 at 9:37:39 AM Eastern Daylight Time
From:From:From:From: Lindsay Barton
To:To:To:To: crystal.brown@gmail.com
CC:CC:CC:CC: Logan Davis, Tyler Graves
Attachments:Attachments:Attachments:Attachments: doc00852720250812082456.pdf, doc00852620250812082442.pdf


Good morning,


Please find attached hereto a Notice of Hearing, which is also being sent to you via FedEx
today for service.


Please ensure you receive and review all documentation carefully. If you have any
questions regarding the hearing procedures or requirements, please consult with  legal
counsel or contact the court clerk's o\ice.


Your timely appearance at the scheduled hearing is required.


Respectfully,


Lindsay E. Barton, Esq.
Attorney at Law
Graves & Davis, LLC
1730 Central Park Road
Charleston, SC 29412
Main Phone: (843) 805-4649
Fax: (843) 620-1047
www.gravesdavis.com
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EXHIBIT K 
Phase II Lawn Care Receipts  
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EXHIBIT L 
Affidavit of Attorneys’ Fees 
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Certificate of Electronic Notification


Recipients
Stephen Graves  - Notification transmitted on 08-21-2025 02:46:49 PM.


Logan Davis  - Notification transmitted on 08-21-2025 02:46:48 PM.
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****** IMPORTANT NOTICE - READ THIS INFORMATION *****
NOTICE OF ELECTRONIC FILING [NEF]


A filing has been submitted to the court RE:  2023CP1006212


Official File Stamp: 08-21-2025 02:46:35 PM


Court: CIRCUIT COURT


Common Pleas


Charleston


Case Caption: Danielle C Brown VS Crystal Brown Nwaneri


Document(s) Submitted: Memo/Memo in Support


    -  Exhibit/Filing of Exhibits


Filed by or on behalf of: Logan Steele Davis


This notice was automatically generated by the Court's auto-notification system.


The following people were served electronically:


Stephen Tyler Graves for Danielle C Brown


Logan Steele Davis for Danielle C Brown


The following people have not been served electronically by the Court. Therefore, they must
be served by traditional means:


Crystal Brown Nwaneri
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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA 
IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS 
NINTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 
(Master-in-Equity Division – Charleston County) 


Danielle C. Brown, Plaintiff, 


v. 


Crystal Brown Nwaneri, Defendant. 


Civil Action No.: 2023-CP-10-06212 


 


DEFENDANT’S OBJECTION TO SHORT NOTICE OF 
HEARING AND LATE-FILED “AMENDED 
MEMORANDUM OF LAW”   
Defendant, Crystal Brown Nwaneri, pro se, respectfully objects to the hearing presently 
scheduled for August 25, 2025, at 2:00 p.m. before the Master-in-Equity, and Plaintiff’s last-
minute  “Amended Memorandum in Support of Partition by Sale,” electronically filed on August 
21, 2025, as untimely and untrue, among other things. 


 


I. Plaintiff Failed to Provide Adequate Notice of Hearing Under Rule 6 


1. Rule 6(d), SCRCP, requires at least ten (10) days’ notice of a hearing. 
2. Rule 6(e), SCRCP, provides that when service is made by mail, three (3) additional days 


shall be added to the prescribed period. Courts have applied this rule strictly. Miller v. 
Miller, 375 S.C. 443, 652 S.E.2d 754 (Ct. App. 2007). 


3. Thus, for a hearing on August 25, 2025, notice had to be served no later than August 12, 
2025, so that Defendant received it by August 14, 2025 at the latest. 


4. Instead: 
o Plaintiff’s counsel did not give the FedEx package containing the Notice of 


Hearing to FedEx until August 13, 2025—already one day after the deadline for 
mailing under Rule 6(e).   


o FedEx did not attempt delivery until August 15, 2025, when Defendant 
immediately signed for the package. A duplicative package without signature 
requirement was also left the same day.  See Exhibit A (tracking receipts for 
FedEx packages 883502622602 and 883502697920, both sent by “FedEx 2day” 
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on Aug. 13, 2025 and delivered to Defendant’s residence in Maryland on Aug. 15, 
2025–FedEx’s first delivery attempt). 


5. By opposing counsel’s own choice to delay mailing and to use two-day FedEx service 
rather than overnight, the Notice was not received until five business days before the 
hearing, far short of the 13 days required under Rule 6(c) and (e). 


 


II. Substantial Prejudice to Defendant 


6. The late notice severely prejudices Defendant. Defendant resides in Maryland, hundreds 
of miles away, and is the primary caregiver of three young children in elementary school. 
With the school year just beginning, arranging travel, childcare, and adequate preparation 
on five business days’ notice is impossible without significant prejudice. 


7. The notice defect is not merely technical. It deprived Defendant of the very opportunity 
Rule 6 is designed to guarantee: a meaningful chance to prepare and be heard. 


 


III. Plaintiff’s August 20 “Confirmation Email” Does Not Cure the Deficient 
Notice 


8. On August 20, 2025—five days after the late FedEx package—Plaintiff’s counsel 
emailed Defendant and copied the Master-in-Equity’s law clerk to “confirm” the hearing 
date.  


9. This does not cure the Rule 6 violation: 
o Service by email is not authorized under Rule 5, SCRCP, absent consent, which 


Defendant has not given. 
o The email was sent five days later than even the already deficient FedEx notice, 


and appears to be a post hoc attempt to paper over known defects. 


 


IV. Plaintiff’s August 21 Amended Memorandum Is Untimely and Prejudicial 


10. Plaintiff electronically filed an “Amended Memorandum in Support of Partition by Sale” 
on August 21, 2025, only four days before the hearing.  


 This filing is improper and prejudicial, as it was filed so close to the hearing that 
Defendant cannot meaningfully review or respond in time for the hearing. 


11. Among other untruths and mischaracterizations, Plaintiff’s memorandum attempts to 
reshape the record and portray Defendant as “in default” or “uncooperative” despite her 
active participation and objections.  It contains false and misleading statements, 
consistent with Plaintiff’s pattern of misrepresentations to the Court—for example, that 
Defendant “refused delivery” of prior notices, when in fact FedEx records show 
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Defendant immediately accepted and signed for the package at first attempt on August 
15. See Ex. A. 


The memorandum is plainly a last-minute attempt to bolster Plaintiff’s position after the obvious 
violation of Rule 6. 


 


V. Relief Requested 


For the foregoing reasons, Defendant respectfully requests that the Court: 


1. Sustain Defendant’s objection and find that Plaintiff failed to comply with Rule 6, 
SCRCP; 


2. Continue or strike the hearing scheduled for August 25, 2025, and reset it only upon 
proper notice in full compliance with the Rules of Civil Procedure; and 


3. Grant such other and further relief as the Court deems just and proper. 


 


Dated: August 21, 2025 
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Showing 1 of 2


DELIVERED


8/15/25 at 4:45 PM


Signed for by: C.Brownnwarnei


Obtain proof of delivery


DELIVERY STATUS


Delivered
Report missing packageFriday


ADD YOUR EMAIL TO STAY UPDATED ON THIS SHIPMENT


GET UPDATES


MORE OPTIONS


TRACKING ID


883502697920


FROM
Charleston, SC US


Label Created
8/12/25 8:20 AM


WE HAVE YOUR PACKAGE
LADSON, SC
8/13/25 5:57 PM


ON THE WAY
WALDORF, MD
8/15/25 8:41 AM


OUT FOR DELIVERY
WALDORF, MD
8/15/25 8:47 AM


DELIVERED
PINEY POINT, MD US


Delivered
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View travel history


8/15/25 at 4:45 PM


Shipment facts


Shipment overview


Services


Package details


Back to top


TRACKING NUMBER 883502697920


DELIVERED TO Residence


SHIP DATE 8/13/25


STANDARD TRANSIT 8/15/25 before 8:00 PM


DELIVERED 8/15/25 at 4:45 PM


SERVICE FedEx 2Day


TERMS Shipper


SPECIAL HANDLING SECTION Deliver Weekday, Residential Delivery, Adult Signature Required


SIGNATURE SERVICES Adult Signature Required


WEIGHT 0.5 lbs / 0.23 kgs


TOTAL PIECES 1


TOTAL SHIPMENT WEIGHT 0.5 lbs / 0.23 kgs


PACKAGING FedEx Envelope


Travel history SORT BY DATE/TIME


Ascending


Time zone


Local Scan Time


Tuesday, 8/12/25 8:20 AM Shipment information sent to FedEx
253







Back to top


Wednesday, 8/13/25 5:57 PM Shipment arriving On-Time LADSON, SC


5:57 PM Picked up LADSON, SC


9:28 PM Left FedEx origin facility LADSON, SC


Thursday, 8/14/25 7:01 AM Arrived at FedEx hub MEMPHIS, TN


3:56 PM On the way MEMPHIS, TN


Friday, 8/15/25 2:57 AM Departed FedEx hub MEMPHIS, TN


8:41 AM At local FedEx facility WALDORF, MD


8:47 AM On FedEx vehicle for delivery WALDORF, MD


4:45 PM Delivered PINEY POINT, MD
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Showing 2 of 2


DELIVERED


8/15/25 at 4:44 PM


Signed for by: Signature not required


Obtain proof of delivery


DELIVERY STATUS


Delivered


Report missing package


Friday


+


ADD YOUR EMAIL TO STAY UPDATED ON THIS SHIPMENT


GET UPDATES


MORE OPTIONS


TRACKING ID


883502622602


FROM
Charleston, SC US


Label Created
8/12/25 8:18 AM


WE HAVE YOUR PACKAGE
LADSON, SC
8/13/25 5:57 PM


ON THE WAY
WALDORF, MD
8/15/25 8:41 AM


OUT FOR DELIVERY
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View travel history


WALDORF, MD
8/15/25 8:47 AM


DELIVERED
PINEY POINT, MD US


Delivered
8/15/25 at 4:44 PM


 


Shipment facts


Shipment overview


Services


Package details


Back to top


TRACKING NUMBER 883502622602


DELIVERED TO Residence


SHIP DATE 8/13/25


STANDARD TRANSIT 8/15/25 before 8:00 PM


DELIVERED 8/15/25 at 4:44 PM


SERVICE FedEx 2Day


TERMS Shipper


SPECIAL HANDLING SECTION Deliver Weekday, Residential Delivery


WEIGHT 0.5 lbs / 0.23 kgs


TOTAL PIECES 1


TOTAL SHIPMENT WEIGHT 0.5 lbs / 0.23 kgs


PACKAGING FedEx Envelope
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Travel history


Back to top


SORT BY DATE/TIME


Ascending


Time zone


Local Scan Time


Tuesday, 8/12/25 8:18 AM Shipment information sent to FedEx


Wednesday, 8/13/25 5:57 PM Shipment arriving On-Time LADSON, SC


5:57 PM Picked up LADSON, SC


9:28 PM Left FedEx origin facility LADSON, SC


Thursday, 8/14/25 7:01 AM Arrived at FedEx hub MEMPHIS, TN


3:56 PM On the way MEMPHIS, TN


Friday, 8/15/25 2:57 AM Departed FedEx hub MEMPHIS, TN


8:41 AM At local FedEx facility WALDORF, MD


8:47 AM On FedEx vehicle for delivery WALDORF, MD


4:44 PM Delivered PINEY POINT, MD
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  1 STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA   IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS


  2 COUNTY OF CHARLESTON    FOR THE NINTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT


  3 CASE NO. 2023-CP-10-6212


  4


  5 Danielle Brown, ) 


  6 ) 


  7 Plaintiff, ) 


  8 ) 


  9 vs. ) 


 10 ) 


 11 Crystal Brown Nwaneri, ) 


 12 ) 


 13 Defendant. ) 


 14


 15


 16


 17 Hearing before the Honorable Mikell R. 


 18 Scarborough, reported by Josie Allen Boehm, Registered 


 19 Professional Reporter and Notary Public, at 100 Broad 


 20 Street, Courtroom 2A, Charleston, South Carolina, 


 21 August 25th, 2025 commencing at 1:59 p.m.


 22


 23


 24


 25
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  1 APPEARANCES


  2 For the Plaintiff:  


  3 Logan Steele Davis, Attorney at Law


  4 Graves & Davis, LLC


  5 1730 Central Park Road


  6 Charleston, SC 29412


  7 Office: (843) 805-4649


  8 ldavis@gravesdavis.com


  9


 10 Stephen Tyler Graves, Attorney at Law


 11 tgraves@gravesdavis.com


 12


 13


 14


 15 EXAMINATION INDEX


 16


 17 Brown, Danielle (sworn)                    15


 18


 19


 20


 21


 22


 23


 24


 25
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  1 THE COURT:  Y'all are here in the Danielle 


  2 Brown versus Crystal Brown Nwaneri case, and that's 


  3 2023-CP-10-6212.  Ms. Nwaneri has been very active 


  4 with her e-mails today and just late last week.  


  5 However, I did not find where she had ever filed any 


  6 type of responsive pleading and, in fact, she had been 


  7 found to be in default; is that correct?


  8 MR. DAVIS:  That's right, Your Honor.


  9 THE COURT:   Okay.  So she sent something.  I 


 10 think this morning I got greeted by a flurry of 


 11 e-mails and she wanted to continue this matter.  


 12 I had already continued it from January as my 


 13 record reflected.  And apparently, based on y'all's 


 14 presentation, she's done nothing to move the ball 


 15 forward in the last, I guess, eight months.  I think 


 16 it was late January we were due in here.  


 17 And so she claims to not -- that the her due 


 18 process is being violated because she only had 10 days 


 19 notice to get here, which is certainly sufficient 


 20 notice to appear.  But like I said, she doesn't seem 


 21 to have done anything.  


 22 I will let you make a record of your efforts 


 23 to do that, which I think you have already done.  So I 


 24 told her this morning that we were going forward 


 25 regardless.  And she wanted to appear by phone, and 
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  1 she did that last time, and I don't think that was 


  2 very productive.  


  3 So if she can't be here today in person, I'm 


  4 not going to entertain her by phone.  So this is a 


  5 partition action anyway, correct?


  6 MR. DAVIS:  Yes, Your Honor.


  7 THE COURT:  And I assume, Mr. Davis, you're 


  8 well aware that in a partition action in which the 


  9 plaintiff seeks to sell the property, the defendant, 


 10 even if they are in default, they get the right of 


 11 first refusal?  


 12 MR. DAVIS:  Yes, sir.


 13 THE COURT:  I agree with you in your 


 14 pleadings.  This is not a Pinckney statute case, but 


 15 it does fit under the old statute.  So 15-61-25 will 


 16 apply, and we'll apply that today.  


 17 And I have got a copy of my standing order on 


 18 all partition actions, and I'm going to give that to 


 19 you, and we'll include that language when we serve her 


 20 for the next hearing, which unfortunately we will 


 21 probably need to have, but let's work through that 


 22 process today.  


 23 Okay.  So I don't know what she wants to do, 


 24 because all she wants to do is delay it, and that 


 25 doesn't get us anywhere.  The statute provides her 
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  1 with the right of first refusal.  She's supposed to do 


  2 that 10 days prior to the hearing.  I have gotten 


  3 nothing along those lines, but I don't know to what 


  4 extent -- if she's only got the notice 10 days at a 


  5 time then it probably wasn't enough time for her to do 


  6 that.  


  7 So what I want to do -- I think that's where 


  8 this came from.  So I'm going to give you a new date, 


  9 but I do want to -- I will take some testimony from 


 10 you.  


 11 Do you have an appraisal of this property in 


 12 hand or what have you done to value the property?


 13 MR. DAVIS:  No, Your Honor.  What we were 


 14 going to ask the Court is if it was possible to work 


 15 through a Carolina One or something of that nature to 


 16 have a broker in charge appoint somebody in that 


 17 physical area to come up with their broker price 


 18 opinion and list the property.  


 19 But in the event the Court required an 


 20 appraiser, we were going to ask that Mr. Mark Flower 


 21 be appointed as the Court deems it necessary.


 22 THE COURT:  Okay.  Have y'all gotten anywhere 


 23 with your -- she's your sister, correct?


 24 MS. BROWN:  Yes, sir.


 25 THE COURT:  Have you communicated at all?
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  1 MS. BROWN:  No, sir.


  2 THE COURT:  I have seen the history of the 


  3 thing, and it's just not going anywhere slow is what I 


  4 see happening.  


  5 And so this is an unfortunately --


  6 MR. DAVIS:  And, Your Honor, we were trying 


  7 to -- the last hearing, we had not heard any response 


  8 from her.  She didn't file anything, and we actually 


  9 heard from her the morning of the hearing that day, I 


 10 believe it was, and so we wanted to work with her.  We 


 11 would rather work it out.  


 12 And what we did is we talked about mediating 


 13 the case, not that we had to at that point, but we 


 14 asked her if she would be open to mediating.  


 15 She said would be up to mediating in the next 


 16 month or two, and we could never get her to coordinate 


 17 that, so here we are.


 18 THE COURT:  So eight months later, no 


 19 mediation and no offer has been made?


 20 MR. DAVIS:  No offer has been made.


 21 THE COURT:  Do you have a feel for what the 


 22 property is worth or are you relying on the market?  


 23 MS. BROWN:  We're relying on the market 


 24 because it's just sitting there rotting, you know.


 25 THE COURT:  What's the condition of the 
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  1 property?  Is it falling apart?


  2 MS. BROWN:  Yes.


  3 THE COURT:  All right.


  4 MS. BROWN:  I was told by the landscaper that 


  5 the roof needed to be repaired like four years ago.  I 


  6 repaired my own roof in Atlanta so I couldn't afford 


  7 to repair that.  


  8 So that was sold four years ago.  We've been 


  9 through two storms here.  


 10 THE COURT:  My second bad roof of the day.


 11 MS. BROWN:  And also you see the brick is 


 12 coming apart.  You can see the insulation on the side, 


 13 so it needs foundation.


 14 MR. DAVIS:  And, Your Honor, on that note, 


 15 the last time we looked at this, this was back in 


 16 January.  And I want to say the value that we came up 


 17 with from looking at comps on like Zillow and things 


 18 like that was around 350,000.  


 19 The market has -- I don't know what the 


 20 market is doing right now.  But the last assessment or 


 21 notice of reassessment that was received showed that, 


 22 not counting in the 15 percent cap, the County has it 


 23 marked at 266,400.  


 24 So we think that it would likely go somewhere 


 25 between the 266,400 and 350 and somewhere in there.
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  1 THE COURT:  Yeah.  And what's the property 


  2 address?


  3 MR. DAVIS:  Property address is 8297 Delhi 


  4 Road, DELHI, North Charleston, 29496.


  5 THE COURT:  All right.  Yeah, under the 


  6 Pinckney statute, I pretty much require an appraisal.  


  7 Here's what we do, and I will be glad to take 


  8 some testimony from Ms. Brown in a second, but I want 


  9 to give you some background and let's make a record.  


 10 I don't know what Ms. Nwaneri is going to do.  


 11 Under 15-16-25(a), and that's the language of 


 12 the document I just gave you, I think I actually gave 


 13 you that in like 2007, and it got amended in '17 with 


 14 the Pinckney statute.  


 15 "The Court is to provide the nonpetitioning 


 16 tenants who are interested in purchasing the property" 


 17 -- well, I don't even know if she wants to purchase 


 18 the property.  All I know is she's been delaying the 


 19 process.   


 20 "To notify the Court of that interest no 


 21 later than 10 days prior to the date set for the trial 


 22 of the case."  


 23 And so I believe that obligates me to set 


 24 another hearing.  Okay?  But we're going to work 


 25 through that.  


8


265







  1 "The nonpetitioning tenants shall be allowed 


  2 to purchase the interest of the property as provided 


  3 in the section whether default has been entered 


  4 against them or not."  


  5 So that's where default doesn't matter.  They 


  6 still have the right of first refusal.  And so I've 


  7 got to, I think, procedurally provide her with that 


  8 right.  


  9 The statute then goes on in section B, "In 


 10 the circumstances described above, in the event the 


 11 parties cannot reach an agreement" -- well, that's 


 12 what I don't know, because I don't have any agreement 


 13 whatsoever -- "as to price, the value shall be 


 14 determined by one or more competent real estate 


 15 appraisers as the court shall approve appointed for 


 16 that purpose." 


 17 Okay.  So the cost of the appraisers is to be 


 18 taxed as part of the cost of the court, and we go from 


 19 there.  In the event the petitioning tenants -- that's 


 20 the plaintiffs -- object to the value as determined by 


 21 the appraisers, then y'all can go out and get another 


 22 one, which is one of the reasons why I think it's in 


 23 your best interest probably to get an appraisal.  I 


 24 know it costs money, and/or you can try and get the 


 25 property under -- you know, get a realtor involved.  


9


266







  1 But I've got to give the defendant, even 


  2 though she's in default, the right of first refusal 


  3 because she has to exercise that right 10 days prior 


  4 to the hearing, and then she's got 45 days in which to 


  5 comply.  


  6 And so what I would like to do is get this 


  7 case set up such that I give y'all time to either get 


  8 an appraisal or some sort of value so that when she 


  9 makes that offer -- and that sounds reasonable to me, 


 10 somewhere between 265 and 365 sounds like a reasonable 


 11 price for the property even in its condition.  


 12 But I don't know what the condition is 


 13 because I haven't seen it, but that's what an 


 14 appraisal will also tell me.  Okay?  


 15 BPO, a broker's opinion of value, and they 


 16 have some interest in what the market is going to 


 17 bear, but there's a lot of self-dealing that goes on 


 18 in that realm, too, so that's what gives me some 


 19 concern.  


 20 So what I am looking to do is I'm going to 


 21 put the ball back in your court because you are the 


 22 moving party, but I got to give Ms. Nwaneri her due 


 23 process.  She's entitled to her due process, which she 


 24 is demanding, but I will make a specific finding of 


 25 fact that because she was served 10 days prior to the 
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  1 hearing, she's had sufficient process, not 


  2 withstanding the fact that we agreed to continue this 


  3 case once before, and I generally give a party a 


  4 one-time continuance.  


  5 She's had her one continuance, and that 


  6 turned in to an eight-month delay, so we need to move 


  7 the ball forward.  


  8 So based upon that, I have asked my staff to 


  9 find a court date that's 60 days out because it 


 10 sometimes takes that long to get an appraisal in hand 


 11 if you haven't already gotten one.  


 12 And then provided that it's sufficient time 


 13 that if she does, in fact, act, she would have 45 


 14 days, and I would want that done by the end of the 


 15 year.  


 16 So the date they've given me, check your 


 17 calendar, but November 3 at 11 a.m. is the date.


 18 MR. DAVIS:  Your Honor, I'll actually be 


 19 potentially in an arbitration in Oregon that day.


 20 THE COURT:  That's a Monday, November 3.


 21 MR. DAVIS:  Yes, Your Honor.


 22 THE COURT:  All right.  Under the old 


 23 statute, you're not as limited with what you are with 


 24 the Pinckney statute.  


 25 Go back to the following week.
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  1 MR. DAVIS:  Your Honor, we can probably get 


  2 an appraisal in the next two weeks.


  3 THE COURT:  Have y'all talked to Walt Flowers 


  4 about this?


  5 MR. DAVIS:  I haven't talked to Walt a while, 


  6 back in January.  But we might end up using --


  7 MR. GRAVES:  We have another appraiser.  We 


  8 have a whole real estate transaction department at our 


  9 office, and we have access to some other appraisers.  


 10 And we have one that is typically -- if we 


 11 ask a favor, can help us out.  And I was just 


 12 mentioning to Logan, we have another hearing with you 


 13 on the 17th of October.  I don't know if that would 


 14 make sense.


 15 THE COURT:  That's a supplemental proceeding?


 16 MR. GRAVES:  Yes, Your Honor.


 17 THE COURT:  I don't like to mix those two.


 18 I've got October 20th is a Monday, and I 


 19 think October the 6th, I could get you in that day as 


 20 well.


 21 MR. DAVIS:  October 6th.  Let's see.  That's 


 22 sooner.


 23 THE COURT:  I mean, that's six weeks as 


 24 opposed to 60 days.  And if we set that one, then she 


 25 would need to be noticed.
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  1 MR. DAVIS:  Let's go with the 6th, then.


  2 THE COURT:  Okay.  Let's move it to 1:00 on 


  3 Monday, October 6th, okay.  


  4 And so here's what I need you to do.  I'm 


  5 going to take some testimony from Ms. Brown now so she 


  6 can give the background for what's going on here, and 


  7 then I'm going to need you to send me an order.  


  8 And in that order, I'm going to include the 


  9 language in that standing order.  You're going to 


 10 attach that language in that standing order to my 


 11 order, and it's going to provide that Ms. Nwaneri has 


 12 10 days prior to that -- let's count those days off.  


 13 We'll get a notice out this week.  26th.  


 14 So by Friday, September 26th, she's going to 


 15 notify us of her desire to purchase the property and, 


 16 if so, for how much.  Okay.  And then when we come 


 17 back here on the 6th, if she's met your number, she's 


 18 going to get 45 days.  And if she hasn't met your 


 19 number, you're going to say this is what I want.  So 


 20 we'll set it for October 6 at 1:00 p.m. 


 21 All right.  Mr. Davis, anything further?


 22 MR. DAVIS:  Is there any guidance from the 


 23 Court on us providing her a copy of the appraisal, 


 24 some timely --


 25 THE COURT:  If you get it in hand and you've 
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  1 got it, under the new statute, you got to.  Okay?  


  2 Under the old statute, doesn't say that.  


  3 What was the language they used?  "In the 


  4 event the parties cannot reach an agreement as to 


  5 price."  Okay?  And if you say this is your price, 


  6 that's what it's going to be.


  7 And then if she doesn't do that, we're going 


  8 to put it on the market and see what the market bears.  


  9 All right.  You want to call Ms. Brown and 


 10 let her tell me about how much fun she's been having?  


 11 MR. GRAVES:  Judge, just to clarify, on the 


 12 appraisal, she has 10 days, so the 26th before the 


 13 October 6th hearing.  


 14 If we get her the appraisal by the 26th, is 


 15 that appropriate or do we need to get her -- like 


 16 we're going to try and do it as quick as we can.  


 17 I just worry that we start running up on 


 18 dates, is she going to start sending more e-mails 


 19 saying I didn't net enough notice.


 20 THE COURT:  Of course she is.  And I don't 


 21 think you're required to provide them with the 


 22 appraisal.  I'm asking you to have that in here 


 23 because if she comes in and says, well, I'll buy you 


 24 out for the price of $200,000 and y'all say, hey, we 


 25 think it's worth 300,000 and here is our appraisal 
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  1 that says that, then I know you don't have an 


  2 agreement on price.


  3 MR. GRAVES:  Got it.  Thank you.


  4 THE COURT:  And then she's racking up these 


  5 extra expenses that y'all are asking her to pay.  She 


  6 needs to understand that.  


  7 DANIELLE BROWN, having been duly sworn to 


  8 tell the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the 


  9 truth, was examined and testified as follows:


 10 THE COURT:  All right.  Give me your full 


 11 name and address, please.


 12 WITNESS:  Danielle Celeste Brown.  My address 


 13 is 106 Kenninghall Drive, and that's in Smyrna, 


 14 Georgia.


 15 THE COURT:  Ms. Brown, give me a little 


 16 background.  Tell me about your sister.  


 17 And I understand this is an estate case.  Did 


 18 you run the estate as well?


 19 WITNESS:  Yes, sir.  So my dad died in 2018, 


 20 April, without a will.  And the law in South Carolina 


 21 requires however many heirs you have to agree who's 


 22 going to be the personal representative.  


 23 I could never get Crystal to agree.  I had to 


 24 sue her.  I had to take her to court to get the 


 25 probate started.  
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  1 And she's been upset ever since, and this is 


  2 her way of trying to -- I don't even know what she 


  3 wants to do with the house.  


  4 It's her way of trying to do whatever the 


  5 opposite of what I want.


  6 THE COURT:  Did y'all have problems before 


  7 your father died?


  8 WITNESS:  Well, my mom had cancer, and my mom 


  9 died 2014.  So we had a little hiccup then because I 


 10 felt like she wasn't coming down enough to help me 


 11 with my mom, but we got over that.  


 12 My mom died in 2014.  And my dad -- we were 


 13 okay until my dad died.  Even after he died, we were 


 14 okay.  


 15 But he died in April, and I was trying to 


 16 wait for her to clean up the house and get this thing 


 17 started.  


 18 And come November, 2018, I clean up the 


 19 house.  She didn't like that.  And I had to sue her to 


 20 start the probate, so we haven't spoken since.


 21 THE COURT:  Y'all have not spoken at all?


 22 WITNESS:  Not at all.  We have a cousin group 


 23 text, and she says pretty much mean things about me on 


 24 there, but not directly.  No communication.


 25 THE COURT:  Well, I am familiar with family.  
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  1 I got it myself.


  2 WITNESS:  Exactly.


  3 THE COURT:  Okay.  So you're not expecting 


  4 any type of agreement whatsoever; is what I hear you 


  5 saying?


  6 WITNESS:  No.


  7 THE COURT:  And have not had any help since 


  8 your dad died in 2018?


  9 WITNESS:  No, sir.


 10 THE COURT:  And you did a deed of 


 11 distribution, and y'all each got a half interest; is 


 12 that right?


 13 WITNESS:  Yes, sir.


 14 THE COURT:  And that was in '22?


 15 WITNESS:  Yes.  That's how long it took.  And 


 16 there's another property in Mount Pleasant that we're 


 17 trying to -- I have a quiet title going on with that.  


 18 Because we couldn't find the deed to it, so we had to 


 19 get somebody to do the work on that.  And she's also 


 20 contesting that.


 21 THE COURT:  Okay.  That's a separate case?


 22 WITNESS:  Yes, sir.


 23 THE COURT:  Okay.  This is 23-6212, and 


 24 you've got 23-4783.  


 25 And that property is in Mount Pleasant, you 
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  1 said?


  2 WITNESS:  Yes, sir.


  3 THE COURT:  All right.  Your father was 


  4 George Lee Brown, right?


  5 WITNESS:  Yes, sir.


  6 THE COURT:  This property is North 


  7 Charleston, right?


  8 MS. BROWN:  Yes, sir.  This property is our 


  9 childhood home.


 10 THE COURT:  Where y'all grew up?  


 11 WITNESS:  Yes, sir.


 12 THE COURT:  Your sister older or younger?


 13 WITNESS:  She's younger.  Six years.


 14 THE COURT:  Okay.  All right.  


 15 What is it that you want out of this 


 16 arrangement?  You want the property sold, proceeds 


 17 divided in half?  Is that ultimately what you're 


 18 seeking?


 19 WITNESS:  Yes, sir.


 20 THE COURT:  You would be happy to buy her out 


 21 if she was willing to pay the fair market value for 


 22 it?


 23 WITNESS:  Yes, sir.


 24 THE COURT:  All right.  Very good.  And 


 25 sitting here today, do you have an opinion as to what 
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  1 you believe the value of the property to be?


  2 WITNESS:  No.  I wish I could.  I have no 


  3 idea.  


  4 I did a few years ago, but I can agree with 


  5 what someone here said.


  6 THE COURT:  Somewhere between 265 and 365?


  7 WITNESS:  Yes.


  8 THE COURT:  Okay.  And in the meanwhile, the 


  9 property -- who is maintaining the property?  Who is 


 10 paying the taxes and all of that?


 11 WITNESS:  We're paying it year by year.  And 


 12 it's my year to pay, so I'm going -- I have to pay it.


 13 THE COURT:  Okay.  So y'all do have an 


 14 arrangement there?


 15 WITNESS:  Yes, sir.  There was one year -- 


 16 because we have tax on both properties.  One year that 


 17 she didn't pay one of the properties, but we've been 


 18 doing it year by year.  Every other year.


 19 THE COURT:  All right.  There was something 


 20 else in here that I had a question on.  


 21 You had some expenses in here.  Y'all had 


 22 expenses on lawn maintenance.  That's right.  Lawn 


 23 maintenance like 6,000 bucks?  This is North 


 24 Charleston?


 25 WITNESS:  Yes.
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  1 THE COURT:  You don't cut the grass, the City 


  2 will cut it for you and charge you a bunch of money.


  3 WITNESS:  Yes.


  4 THE COURT:  Okay.  And then, of course, you 


  5 got attorneys' fees, which she's not having.  


  6 Typically, you know, both sides do that.  But 


  7 if y'all could reach an agreement then you wouldn't 


  8 have to go through that trouble.  


  9 But you've got that on two properties?


 10 WITNESS:  Yes, sir.


 11 THE COURT:  Okay.  All right.  And I got 


 12 handed a note just as we were getting started.  We 


 13 need to correct the TMS number on this property.  


 14 The lis pendens had something wrong, but 


 15 check on that.  Clerk says it's 4850600026.  Says 985.  


 16 Nine will be up in North Charleston.  That's just a 


 17 typo.  


 18 There's a house there, right?


 19 WITNESS:  There is a house there, yes, sir.


 20 THE COURT:  Okay.  Just not in good shape?  


 21 Okay.  


 22 Your friends at Zillow think it's worth a 


 23 little less than 300,000.  Okay.  But they assume it's 


 24 not leaking.  


 25 Okay.  Very good.  Thank you for coming today 
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  1 and thank you for pushing the ball, and I'm sorry to 


  2 have to push it back another time.


  3 WITNESS:  Thank you for going ahead with the 


  4 hearing.  This is the second time I've come up here, 


  5 so I was hoping that something could be resolved.


  6 THE COURT:  Well, probably is a little 


  7 victory if you don't have to come to court.  That's 


  8 why -- in case something happens, I already got your 


  9 testimony.  


 10 All right.  You can step down.  Any questions 


 11 for her that I didn't ask?


 12 MR. DAVIS:  I don't think so, Your Honor, and 


 13 I think you just answered a question I was going to 


 14 ask you.  I appreciate that.


 15 THE COURT:  Very good.  All right.  Very 


 16 good.  


 17 So I just wanted that background for the 


 18 record, and I'm sorry you're having to go through 


 19 this.  Not too unusual with families.


 20 WITNESS:  Yes.  I've heard.


 21 THE COURT:  So we've taken that testimony.  I 


 22 do find that she's in default.  I do find that she's 


 23 been properly served with notice of the hearing, but 


 24 she is entitled to due process of a chance to purchase 


 25 the property, and she may pursue that at or prior to 
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  1 October 6, 2025, and therefore, if you want to put 


  2 that date in there, September 26th, 2025 because I 


  3 have learned that just because they're lawyers don't 


  4 mean they know how to read or do math, and especially 


  5 math.  


  6 So put that in there.  She needs to let this 


  7 Court know by Friday of her desire to purchase the 


  8 property, and I need that in writing, and it should be 


  9 copied to counsel as well.  


 10 And if she doesn't do that, then the hearing 


 11 on October 6th, things should move very smoothly.  


 12 All right.


 13 WITNESS:  Thank you so much.


 14 THE COURT:  You're quite welcome.  Thank you 


 15 for coming in.


 16 (Off the record at 2:51 p.m. on August 25th, 


 17 2025.)


 18
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  1 COURT REPORTER'S CERTIFICATE


  2


  3 I DO HEREBY CERTIFY THAT THE TESTIMONY 


  4 CONTAINED IN SAID HEARING WAS, BY ME, REDUCED TO 


  5 WRITING IN THE PRESENCE OF SAID WITNESS BY MEANS OF A 


  6 COMPUTERIZED TRANSCRIPTION.  THE SAID HEARING IS A 


  7 TRUE AND ACCURATE TRANSCRIPT OF THE WHOLE OF THE 


  8 TESTIMONY GIVEN BY SAID WITNESS, AS AFORESAID.


  9 I DO FURTHER CERTIFY THAT I AM NOT CONNECTED 


 10 BY BLOOD OR MARRIAGE WITH ANY OF THE PARTIES OR THEIR 


 11 ATTORNEYS OR AGENTS, AND THAT I AM NOT AN EMPLOYEE OF 


 12 EITHER OF THEM, NOR INTERESTED DIRECTLY OR INDIRECTLY 


 13 IN THE MATTER OF CONTROVERSY EITHER AS COUNSEL, 


 14 ATTORNEY, AGENT, OR OTHERWISE.


 15          SIGNED THIS THE 7th DAY OF OCTOBER 2025.


 16 ______________________


 17 JOSIE ALLEN BOEHM


 18 My Commission Expires 10/18/32 18


 19
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 21


 22


 23


 24
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Certificate of Electronic Notification


Recipients
Stephen Graves  - Notification transmitted on 08-28-2025 03:11:07 PM.


Logan Davis  - Notification transmitted on 08-28-2025 03:11:07 PM.
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****** IMPORTANT NOTICE - READ THIS INFORMATION *****
NOTICE OF ELECTRONIC FILING [NEF]


A filing has been submitted to the court RE:  2023CP1006212


Official File Stamp: 08-28-2025 03:10:06 PM


Court: CIRCUIT COURT


Common Pleas


Charleston


Case Caption: Danielle C Brown VS Crystal Brown Nwaneri


Event(s):


Order/Order Cover Sheet $25.00


Document(s) Submitted: Proposed Master/Order/Other


    -  Exhibit/Filing of Exhibits


Filed by or on behalf of: Logan Steele Davis


This notice was automatically generated by the Court's auto-notification system.


The following people were served electronically:


Stephen Tyler Graves for Danielle C Brown


Logan Steele Davis for Danielle C Brown


The following people have not been served electronically by the Court. Therefore, they must
be served by traditional means:


Crystal Brown Nwaneri
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Certificate of Electronic Notification


Recipients
Stephen Graves  - Notification transmitted on 09-03-2025 04:28:50 PM.
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****** IMPORTANT NOTICE - READ THIS INFORMATION *****
NOTICE OF ELECTRONIC FILING [NEF]


A filing has been submitted to the court RE:  2023CP1006212


Official File Stamp: 09-03-2025 04:28:42 PM


Court: CIRCUIT COURT


Common Pleas


Charleston


Case Caption: Danielle C Brown VS Crystal Brown Nwaneri


Document(s) Submitted: Master/Order/Partition Hearing
Master/Order/Other


    -  Exhibit/Filing of Exhibits Exhibit/Filing of
Exhibits


Filed by or on behalf of: Mikell Scarborough


This notice was automatically generated by the Court's auto-notification system.


The following people were served electronically:


Stephen Tyler Graves for Danielle C Brown


Logan Steele Davis for Danielle C Brown


The following people have not been served electronically by the Court. Therefore, they must
be served by traditional means:


Crystal Brown Nwaneri
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