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*** EXTERNAL EMAIL: This email originated from outside the organization. Please
exercise caution before clicking any links or opening attachments. ***

Good Morning,

I apologize once again. Here is the attached files. I also have the filing fee of $50 arriving
through USPS mail to your attention.

Thank You for your considerations.

Regards,
Chris Pettross Pro Se
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THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA
IN THE COURT OF APPEALS
APPEAL FROM PICKENS COUNTY
Court of Comman Pleas
Daniel E. Hunt, Special Releree
Appellate Case No. 2025-002085
Lower Court Case No. 2020-CP-39-00480
Neal E. Pleiffer and Paulete H. Pleilfer, Plaintills,
V.
Don Cullf Homes, Inc.. Donald Cluff a/k/a Don Culfl, Christopher Pettross, Maria Petross a/k/a
Maria Ferguson a/k/a Maria E. Ferguson, The M Ferguson Group LLC, 103 Woodland Circle
Partners. World Business Lenders, LLC, Dina Claire Culff, and WBL SPO II, LLC, Delendants,
of whom Christopher Pettross and Maria Ferguson are Appellants.
APPELLANTS' OPPOSITION TO DISMISSAL AND OVERBROAD REMAND,
REQUEST FOR ENLARGEMENT OF TIME, AND PRESERVATION OF RECORD
RELIEF
Appellants Christopher Pettross and Maria Ferguson, pro se, oppose dismissal and any
und that would leave challenged proceedings unaffected, request any authorized enlargement
ol ume, and preserve available record relief.

I. REQUEST THAT THE APPEAL NOT BE DISMISSED

I Appellants request that the Court decline dismissal and decide the issues properly presented





> Appellanes have contimuoush pursoed this appeal. Any delay or deliciency was ol

Aumdoesnent, (OME™ 10 driemissal. oFr wanet

2 1 s resam on redated filing s untimely, Appellants request enlargement under Rules 240(¢)

ad 5L SCACR
4 Appedlanes do noe claim additonal time for service by mail. Rule 263(a). SCACR

I1. TRANSCRIPT AND RECORD ISSUES
= Francial @fficuin obtaining complete transcripts and uncertainty over custody of recordings

e moeded. Dot not ended. Appellants’ prosecution of the appeal.

~ A-pellanes sech onhy record reliel authorized by Rules 209-212, SCACR, including

- ementaton under Rule 212(b) when specifically identified material is properly includable

p

I1l. CHALLENGED SPECIAL REFEREE PROCEEDINGS

~ Agpeliants raised Hunt's pnor anomey _client relationship with Maria Ferguson and the

~dimg disqualific ation issue below. They request rey iew onlv to the extent preserved, within

s Comaet's rsscicuon. and supported bv the appellate record.
d. or unauthorized practuce

8 Am allegavons characterized as fraud upon the court. extrinsic frau
o law ave mot offered as established facts: Appellants request consideration only of preserved

ety img acts and applhicable law.
V. OPPOSITION TO REMAND THAT WOULD PRESERVE CHALLENGED

PROCEEDINGS

1 poeilarts oppose 2 dispositon that would leave challenged Special Referee proceedings

e oo roview or pea remand as authorization for an immediate foreclosure sale bevond

-

> Conart's actal hodding,





10. 11 remand is required, Appellants request a mandate stating what is vacated and preserving

unresolved issues and lawful remedies,

V.REQUEST FOR RELIEF

WHEREFORE, Appellants request that the Court: (A) deny dismissal; (B) accept this
filing and grant any authorized enlargement; (C) permit the appeal to proceed on preserved
issues; (D) preserve appropriate record relief under Rules 209-212; and (E) if remand is

necessary, limit it to the Court's actual disposition and grant other appropriate relief.

Respect{ully submited,

Date: September 29, 2026

s/ Christopher Pettross

Christopher Pettross, Pro Se Appellant

103 Woodland Circle, Easley, South Carolina 29640
Telephone: 864-991-5473

+/ Maria Elena Ferguson
Maria Elena Ferguson, Pro Se Appellant

103 Woodland Circle, Easley, South Carolina 29640

Telephone: 864-991-5473





CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I certily that on September 29, 2026, | served a true and correct capy ol the Toregomy
filing upon counsel of record by United States Mail, lirst-class pastage prepaid, at the addiesses
below.

Demetri "Jim"” K. Koutrakos, Esq. and Harry Dixon, Fsq.
CALLISON TIGHE & ROBINSON, LLC
P.0O. Box 1390. Columbia. SC 29202-1390

John S. Kay, Esq.
HUTCHENS LAW FIRM
P.0. Box 8237, Columbia, SC 29202

John E. Kelchner, Jr., Esq.
TURNER PADGET GRAHAM & LANEY, P.A.

P.O. Box 1443, Col nblaﬁfigﬂﬂ

L/:__ > /UL_,__‘_____‘__J

Christopher Peuross, Pro Se Appellant

Date: September 29, 2026





THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA
IN THE COURT OF APPEALS

APPEAL FROM PICKENS COUNTY

Court of Common Pleas
Daniel E. Hunt, Special Referee
Appellate Case No. 2025-002085
Lower Court Case No. 2020-CP-39-00480
Neal E. Pleiffer and Paulette H. Pleiffer, Plaintilfs,
V.

Don Cullf Homes, Inc.. Donald Clulf a/k/a Don Culff, Christopher Pettross, Maria Petross a'k/a
Maria Ferguson a/k/a Maria E. Ferguson, The M Ferguson Group LLC, 103 Woodland Circle
Partners, A South Carolina General Partnership, World Business Lenders. LLC, Dina Claire
Culff. and WBL SPO II, LLC, Defendants.

ol which Christopher Pettross and Maria Ferguson are the Appellants. and World Business
Lenders. LLC, Neal Pieilfer, Paulette Pleiffer, and WBL SPO 11, LLC are the Respondenis.
APPELLANTS' DESIGNATION OF MATTER TO BE INCLUDED IN THE RECORD
ON APPEAL
Christopher Pettross and Maria Ferguson, Appellants, Pro Se
103 Woodland Circle, Easley, South Carolina 29640 | (B64) 991-3473

Purstant to Rule 2049, SCACR, Appellanis designaie the [ollowing maiters for inclusion
in the Record on Appeal, 1o the extent permitted by Rule 210(c). SCACR:

|. Notice of Appeal and prool of service.





2 Appellanes’ stav and Role 60rb) motiom. with amachments and exhitns property bedose the
lower cour.
3 Hunt's September 13, X025 arder denving stav and Rule 60(h) reldaed
4. Hunt's Februan 25, 2005 Judement of Foreciasure and Sale
3 Lower-count matenials concerning Hunt's prior attornes -client relationship with Marna
Ferguson. including retainer pavment evidence and am drsgualification. requsal. warver. o
remitial matenals
6. Transcrint. recording, or setthed-staterment portions addressing Hunt's pror representaiion
disqualification. recusal. waiver. or remilial.
= Orders of Reference. appointment orders. and filed materials establishing Hunt's suthariny o
2T as Special Referse.
3. December 6. 2024 rulings refied upon by WBL as the basis for foreciosore and referral
9. Autornes withdrawal. substitation. and attomey-of-record materials relevant 1o notice snd
opportunity to be heard.
10. October 18. 2024 Notice of Electronic Filing and associated cenificates or proofs of service.
1 1. Hearing notices. service proofs. and wranscript recording portions relevant 1o the presenved
notice. service. representation-stams. and opportunity -to-be-heard issues.
12, (cher lower-coun pleadings. orders. exhibits. or transcript portions specifically relied uporn
by the September 15 order or necessary (o resolve the preserved Role S0(b) rssues.
CERTIFICATION
By signing, Appellants certifv under Rule 209(¢). SCACR. that the designated matters

are relevant and properhy includable under Rule 2104¢).

s ( hrstopher Perirnss





Chruistopher Pettross, Pro Se Appellant

s Mana b, Ferguson

Maria E. Ferguson. Pro Se Appellant

103 Woodland Circle. Easlev. South Carolina 29640 | (864) 991-547 3

Date: September 29, 2026





CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

1 certily that on September 29, 2026, 1 served a true and correct copy of the
APPELLANTS' DESIGNATION OF MATTER TO BE INCLUDED IN THE RECORD ON
APPEAL upon counsel of record by United States Mail, first-class postage prepaid. at the
addresses below.

Demetri "Jim" K. Koutrakos, Esq. and Harry Dixon, Esq.
CALLISON TIGHE & ROBINSON, LLC
P.0O. Box 1390. Columbia. SC 29202-1390

John 5. Kay. Esq.
HUTCHENS LAW FIRM
P.0). Box 8237. Columbia, SC 29202

John E. Kelchner, Jr., Esq.

'URNER PADGET GRAHAM & LANEY. P.A.

P.O. Box 1 Cojambia, 39’02
7 —

Christopher Pettross, Pro Se Appellant

Maria E. Ferguson. Pro Se Appellant

Date: September 29, 2026





THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROIINA
INTHE COURT OF APPEALS

APPEAL FROM PICKENS COUNTY

Court of Common Pleas
Daniel E. Hunt, Special Referee
Appellate Case No. 2025-002085
Lower Court Case No. 2020-CP-39-00480
Neal E. Pleiffer and Paolewe H. Pleilfer, Plaintifls,
Y.

Don Cultl Homes, Inc., Donald Clull a/k/a Don Culfl, Chiistopher Pettross, Marks Petioss ok
Maria Ferguson ark/a Maria E. Ferguson, The M Ferguson Group LLC, 1004 Waoodland Cirele
Partners. A South Carolina General Partnership, World Business Lenders, LLC, Dina © Lae

Cullf, and WBL SPO 11, LLC, Defendants,

ol which Christopher Pettross and Maria Ferguson are the Appellants, and Waorld Busiess,
[ enders, LLC, Neal Pleiffer, Pauleue Pleiffer, and WBL SPO 1, LLC are the Respandents
APPELLANTS' INITIAL BRIEF
Christopher Pettross and Maria Ferguson, Appellants, Pro Se

103 Woodland Circle, Easley, South Carolina 29640 | (864) 991 5474
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ISSUES PRESENTED
1. Whether Hunt's Februany 25 and September 1, 2025 arders shoulid be vacated wheie Wil
represented that Hunt had o conthot and requested vacatun of both orders
2. Whether presenyed nouce, senvice, representation-status, and opporianiey (o be-heaid issues
warrant Rule 6O(b)4) rehet i the designated record establishes a dental of due process
o remand is required. what scope should govern atter vacatar of Hunt's orders
STATEMENT OF THE CASE
This foreclosure acton concerns 103 Woodland Circle. Huim entered a Tudginent ol
Foreclosure and Sale on Febroary 25, 2025, and denied Appellants” stay and Rule 6O(5) it
on September 15, 2025, Appellams served their Notice of Appeal on Octobes 10, 2025
Appetlants raised Hunt's prior attorey-clhient relationship with Maia Ferguson as .
disqualification issue. WBL later represented in its signed Joint Motion that Hum "did have
conthor ol interest™ and requested vacatur ol both Hunt orders. (Joint Motion at 2.)
On August 28, 2026, this Court denied Respondents” motion to dismiss without prejudic e
1o arzuments in their briel and divected Appellants 1o lile their Inital Briel and Designation
within thirty days.
STANDARD OF REVIEW
v Rule bO(b) ruling is generally reviewed tor abuse ol discreton, Belle Hall Plaiitio
Homeowner's Ass'n, Incove Murray, 419 5.0 605, 617, 799 5.1 2d 310, 316 (Ce App. 20l /)
Hule GO(b ) addresses judgments void tor lack of due process or jurisdiction, Universal

Benelias, Incovo Mokanney, 349 5.0 179, 183-84, 561 S.E.2d 659, G61-62 (Cu App. 2002),

Belle Hall, 419 5. at 617-18, 799 S.E2d at 316,

=





ARGUMENT
L WEHL HAS EXPRESSLY REPRESENTED THAT HUNT HAD A CONFLICT AND
HAS REQUESTED VACATUR OF BOTH HUNT ORDERS.

WRL'S signed Toint Motion states Hunt “did have a conflict of interest” and asks this
Lot o vacate his Febroary 25 hudgment and September 15 Rule GO(h) order. (Joint Mation at
L Thus, the dispute concerns the elfect and scope of vacatur, not whether Hunt's challenged
orders should remain iitact,

Canon 3(E)(1), Rule 501, SCACR, requires disqualilication when a judge’s impartiality
might reasonably be questioned; Canon 3(F) governs remittal and requires the agreement 1o be
mcorporated mto the recard, The Supreme Court's June 4, 2026 amendments emphasize
complionce with those procedures. In re Amendments to Canon 3, App. Case No. 2026-001047.

\ppellants therelore request vacatur of Hunt's February 25 and September 15, 2025
orders, the reliel WBL itsell requested.
Il. THE COURT SHOULD ADDRESS THE PRESERVED RULE 60(b)(4) DUE-
PROCESS ISSUES TO THE EXTENT NECESSARY TO DEFINE THE EFFECT OF
VACATUR.

Rule GO(b)(4) is limited 1o lundamental jurisdictional or due-process delects. Universal
Benelits: Belle Hall. The preserved questions are whether the designated record establishes
legally sufficient notice, service, representation, and opporwunity 10 be heard.

Appellants raised aworney-of-record, notice, service, and opportunity-to-be-heard issues.

I'he October 18, 2024 Notice of Electronic Filing identifies Appellants and related parties as
requiring traditional service; the designated service, withdrawal/substitution, hearing-notice. and

transcript materials should determine whether due process was satislied.





The Court can decide those preserverl bssnes as 1 B ¥ Wirewin the Se ey

order and determine whot temains open aler vac b, witlionit e g e e bdes s

disputes

HLANY REMAND SHOULD FOLLOW THE ACTUAL SCOFE OF VAL AT AN
SHOULD NOT PREJUDGE THE REMAINING 155014

WL asks 1o vacate hoth Hunt orders while asserting that an earlier Diveeibes 4 2004
muiling, remains controlling. Appellants dispute the conseaquenees WIS Gevws T it iy
Vacatur and the elfect of earlier orders are distine s questions

Rule 220(a). SCACR, permits the Comt w allinm, reversw intithily, 1o 1ol 4l o wivy
issues. T vemand s necessary, Appellants ceoquest a mandate idemnilying wlhiat 15 7 ateel
divecting tunther proceedings to a conflicr-free jueicial officer, aned nen prejudging e eyl
those decided on appeal,
CONCLUSION
Appetlants request that this Court (1) vacate Foant's Febuary 275 el Sepemibars |, 2027,
orders: (2) resalve preserved Role GOEh)YA) isanes necessary to determine the ellee e ol v 00

areed () o remand s necessary, rermant) 1w a comflict free juchic inl e fie o1 uneber 5 randate st

does not prejudge unresolved issoes,





Iespeottully submined,

s/ Christopher Pettross

Chrstopher Pettross, Pro Se Appellam

s Maria L. Ferguson

Maria E. Ferguson, Pra Se Appellan

1073 Woodland Circle, Fasley, South Caroling 29640)
Telephone: (BG4) 991-54779

Date: September 249, 2020





CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I centify that on September 29, 2020, 1 served a true and correct copy of the
APPELLANTS INITIAL BRIEF upon counsel of record by United States Mail, first-class
postage prepaid. at the addresses below,

Demetri “Jim™ K. Koutrakos, Esq. and Harry Dixon, Fsq.
CALLISON TIGHE & ROBINSON, 1L1.(.
P.0O. Box 1390, Columbia, SC. 29202-1390

John S. Kav. Esq.
HUTCHENS LAW FIRM
P.0. Box 8237, Columbia, SC 29202

John E. Kelchner, Jr., Esq.

TURNER PADGET GRAHAM & LANEY, P.A.

P.O. 507}?3/: {
[ A

¢ hnistopher Pettross, Pro Se Appellant
L

Maria E. Ferguson, Pro Se Appellant

Date: September 29, 2026
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